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nTHE LORD IS MY SEEPHERD"

"The Lord is my Shepherd;
I have everything I need.
He lets me rest in fields of green grass:
and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water."

That is how the recently published Today's English Version
of the famous 23rd Psalm brings its message to medern man.

This ancient Psalm is bhetter known than any other part of
the Scriptures.

At Weddings it expresses the joyful confidence of the
pewly-married.

At times of crisis it brings words of deep assurance.

At funerals it conveys a message of hope for the bhereaved.

Is there a time when its words are not relevant, or a place
where it is not applicable, or a person who may not be inspired?

I first preached on the 23rd Psalm twelve years ago in this
Church. It was printed as the first Sermon in our Trinity Sermon
series, of which there are now 79 titles. 75,000 copies of these
Sermons have been distributed to English-speaking pastors and
teachers in 23 overseas countries, as well as to places in all
States of the Commonwealth. The Sermon entitled "The Shepherd
Psalm", of which 3,500 have been issued, has been used for
hospital and prison visiting in this City, translated into
Indonesia and Swahili, as well as trapscribed into braille. It
has been included as a chapter in a book published in the United
States.

Let me again bring you a message from this widely-appealin
passage of Scripture. My words in this Sermon may be di%ferentg
from those used previously, but the Shepherd of whom this Psalm
speaks, is the same yesterday, today and forever.

Traditionally Javid bas heen considered the author of the
93pd Psalm. During his turbulent reign as King of Israel, his
son, Absalom, was guilty of treason, Ahithophel, his cou;sellor
betrayed him. Joab, his aruy chief, deserted him. Adoni jah j
his favourite son, tried to steal the throne. His wife Micgal
chided him for his humility. Shimee, his neighbour, cu;sed him’
and threw stones at him. His own brother's aﬁger was kindled
against.him. But David, in spite of all, and ﬁerhaps because of
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all this, could say, "Th i
i e Lord is m
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a shepherd's eye that tokes in the whole flock, nissing not even
the least. UDe has a shepherd's faithfulness that never forsakes
in times of trial and danger. He has a shepherd's strepgth for

He is well able to deliver the one who has fallen.

ah said, "All we like sheep bhave gone astray,

we have turned every one to his own way:" but the Psalmist
reminds us that the Lord is my Shepherd. Jesus is not content

to be merely a shepherd, or even the shepherd. He wants you to
- shall not want."

The prophet Isai

It is not sufficient for us in everyday language to speak
about the son, or the daughter, or the wife, or the husband -
how much deeper is the relationship when it is expressed,
ny son, my daughter, Ly wife, or ny husband. The Lord is my
Shepherd expresses ownership and love. I wonder is that how we
feel towards the Lord Jesus Christ? ,

"HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES. HE LEADETH ME
BESIDE THE STILL WATERS".. o

It is the scorching hour of an Eastern noon. You will know
what I mean if you have lived in Eastern countries. The air is
stifling with fever heat; and all the landscape is baking in the
awful glare. The stones upon the hills burn the feet that touch
them. But the good shepherd nekes full provision. He leads the
sheep to sheltered pastures where they may drink of the still
waters, where they may have rest. We all need rest. Notice
that the Psalmist says that the Shepherd makes me to lie down in
green pastures. You nay be going through tiwes of enforced
inactivity through circumstances beyond your control, through
sickness or suffering, but you nay be sure of this ~ that the
Good Shepherd can provide for you there. He wants to bring you

to a place of rest and peace where you may have a consciousness
of safety in His hands and the sufficiency of supply fron His

provision.
"HE RESTORETH MY SOUL

The Shepherd delights in restoring His sheep. He does not
mind how long He spends in searching, or at whet cost.

e mey not recognise it but restoration is one of our mein
We get worried and weary, and we think what we need is
sinply & holiday or a change of occupation, Things begin to
play updn'bur.mindS,fand we find that we are unable to cope
with life. Even the small things worry us and everything gots

needs.
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on our nerves. We become more confused by close self-examination
and nmorbid introspection. We look in upor ourselves. Ve pity
courselves, and think everybody else is against us. We try to run
away frow our problens but there is nowhere to go - we go round
and round in circles, and feel that we are heading for a nervous
breakdown; and then there comes to mind the words of the Psaln ag
the strong Hand of the Good Shepherd firmly grips us, and we know
"He restoreth ny soul."

Does our soul need to be restored today? What set us wander—
ing away fron God?

Was it rebellion against God? We have been caught up in
circumstances beyond our control which have brought doubts and
difficulties, and we say: '"How could a God of love do that to
e ?"

Was it disappointuent in another person? Wwe have made
another person our standard of right and wrong, but we have been
let down and we say, "If that's Christianity, then I don't want
anything to do with iti"

Was it neglect of a clear cormand of God ?
has told us certain things which are wrong but
in them., Our conscience has told us other
but we have neglected then.

Our conscience
t we have continued
things which are right

Is it some unconfessed sin? David the writ i
Psalm, was a great lover of God, hut he’was also Zr Ofa:hI?
Ee fell into one of the most shameful actg of immorgi?t Slnﬁer.
dual sins of nmurder ard adultery., It yag not until h; za; :ezdy

to confess his sin that the restoratio : :
confession in Psalm 51 0 came. You listen to his

-~ Have mercy upon ne, 0 God, accordi
accordirg to the multitude of thy
ny transgressions,

ng tothy loving kindness;
tender nmercies, blot out

~ Create in ne a clean heart, O
P E oW ) God 3 ;
spirit within ne, s and renew a right

~ Restore unto me the joy of salvation

The Good Shepherd has made pro
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me., Notice it is led -~ not dragged -~ there is no compulsion in
it, Our will is the foundation and seat of our personality - it
is the secret of our individuality. We are like Ged in that we
alse may choose. God will not violate our will., He will not
make us do things. He respects our likeness tc Hin and the free-
dom which He has given us. We so often want to go our own way -
we want to please ourselves. Our Good Shepherd wants to lead us
along the paths of righteousness, but are we willing to be led?
Paul said, "as many as are led by the Spirit of Goad, they are the
sons of God."

"YEA, THOUGH I WALX TEROUGH THE VALLEY OF TEE SEADOW OF DEATH,
I WILL FEAR NO EVIL: THY ROD AND TEY STAFF COMFORT ME."

I believe there is an actual Valley of the Shadow of Death
in Palestine. It is south of the Jericho Road leading fron
Jerusalem to the Dead Sea, and is a narrow passage through a
nountain range. Climatic and grazing conditions make it necessary
for the sheep to be noved t?rough this Valley for seasonal feeding
each year. The Valley is 47 miles long. Its side walls are over
1500 feet high in places, and it is only 10 or 12 feet wide at
the bottom. Travel through the Valley is dangerous because its
floor, badly erroled by cloud-bursts, has gullies 7 or 8 feet
deep.

About half-way through the Valley, the walk crosses fron one
side to the other at a place where the path is cut in two by an
8 feet gully. One section of the pass is about 18 inches higher
than the other. The sheep must jump across it. The shepherd
stands at this break, and coaxes or forces the sheep to make the
leap, If a sheep slips and lands in the Valley, the shepherd's
rod is brought into play. The old-style crook is encircled
around a 1arge sheep's neck or a snall sheep's cbest, and it is
lifted to safety.

Many wild dogs lurk in the shadows of the Valley, waiting
for prey. After a band of sheep has entered the passage the
leader may corie upon such a dog. Unable to retreat, the leader
baa's a warning. The shepherd, skilled in throwing his staff,
hurls it at the dog. So the sheep have learned to fear no evil
even in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, for their nmaster is
there to aid them and to proteect them from harn,

We do mot all know when we are approaching the Valley of
the shadow of death., Those who do not know the Good Shepherd
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fear this experience, but the Christian notices that it is a walk
through the valley .- he does not remain in it. The Christian
imows that it is the valley of the ghadow — not darkness. There
is light on either .side. It is the shadow of death - not death
itself. Our Lord Jesus Christ met the real thing and robbed it
of its sting, its fear and its terror. Shadows cannot stop

ran's way. The shadow of a wolf cannot bite, it can't even growl.
The shadow of & gient cennot slay, and the shadow of the King of
TPerrors, death, cannot destroy. Where there is shadow, there _
rmst be light to cast it. The light of heaven shines upon death
as it stands by the wayside and casts its shadow across our path.

The Christien cen say with St. Paul: "0 Death, where is
thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? ~ the sting of death
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law, but thanks be to
God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."

The Goed Shepherd wants to say to you and to me if we will
listen, "Fear no evil, for my rod and ny staff comfort you."

"TEQOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE
ENEMIES : THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL: MY CUP RUNNETE OVER."
God has fully provided for all our needs even in the
presence of our enemies. There are many enemies of the Christien

life., There have always been the persecutors have
claived faith in God. rs of those who

In the early Church the Christians were thrown to the lion$
to provide sport for the Roman Emperors, In the 15th and 16th
centuries they were burned at the stake. In our day sore have
been brainwashed into mental subnission 4o g materizlistic creed.
In our socie?y the Christian rust he prepared to be ridiculed and
suffer the wisunderstanding of thoge who do not share a comrion
experience of the love and power of God. If he is concerned
about the roral welfare of others, he is told to mind his own

business. If he tries to bring the 14 ar
on any subject, he is called ag'puiillght of the Gospel to be

tanical wowser,' But
i?roggh9u:.all the attacks.of the world, the flegi and zhe devily
e T L Ikmows that his Gog can provide assurance, hopes
peace, joy and vietory, 4

I believe that in ew: d
bowl of olive o0il and g lery sheepfold there is a big earthen

3 ; arge stone jar of water. As the sheeP
bis rod across it tHeY aTe led to & gate. The shepherd 1072
€ tope of the gateway, just higher than the
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backs of the sheep. As cach sheep passes through in single file,
he quickly examines it for briars in the ears, snags in the cheek,
or weeping of the eyes from dust or scratches. When such
conditions are found, he drops his rod across the sheep's back,
and it steps out of the line. Then each sheep's wounds are
carefully cleaned. The shepherd dips his hand into the olive oil,
and anoints the wound.

A large cup is dipped into the jar of water, kept cool by
evaporation in the unglazed pottery, and is brought out, never
half-full but always over~flowing. The sheep will sink its nose
into the water up te the eyes, and drink until fully refreshed.
When all the sheep are at rest, the shepherd lays his staff on
the ground. He keeps it within reach just in case it is needed
to protect the flock during the night. He wraps hirself in his
heavy woollen robe, and lies down across the gateway.

Jesus said, "I am the door: by me if any men enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and fird pasture." It
is wonderful for us to realise that Jesus is our Shepherd, who
cares enough to give His life for the sheep. When we put ourselves
under His care, then we can re—echo the words of the Psalmist, when
he said, "Surely pcodness and wercy shall follow me all the days
of ny life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever."

That can be your assurance today by perscnal experience.
The 23rd Psalrm then for you will not be just a lot of lovely words
drawn together in beautiful prose, but the expression of a deep
experience of the love of God.

Two peovble were once reciting this familiar Psalm. The first
was a weli—kﬁOWﬂ actor, whose beautifully nodulated voice did full
Justice to the nusic and poetry cf the words. The second was an
elderly clergyman, whose recitation could not compare with the
actor's for diction and polish, and yet its effect upon the
audience was altogether more powerful. There was silence for a
noment when he haé fipished, and then the actor said, "The
difference between us is that while I know the Psalnm, you know
the Shepherd,"

I wonder today is it the words of the Psalm which we know,
or is it the Shepherd whose words they are? We cannot really
anpreciate the words until we know the person. How true we find
this in hunman relationships, The words of a loved one nean nore
than the words of anyone else., So it uwst be with the words of
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Christ. He said: "I an the good Shepherd, and I know and
recognise ny own, and ny own know and recopgnise me; even as truly
as the Father knows me, I alsc know the Father, and I an giving
my very own life, and laying it <own on behalf of the sheep."

Has the riessage of the 23rd Psalnm been fulfilled in your
personal experience of the presence and the power of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who said, "I am the Good Shepherd".?

— You shall not want for rest:

"Core unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 1
s d aden, and
I will pive you rest." (Matt. 11:28), g e

— You shall not want for refreshrent:

"If any one thirst, let hin come to me and drink"
(John 7:37). ; 4
— You shall not lack restoration:

"The Son of Man has authority to forgive sins", (Matt.9:6)

— You shall not lack for guidance:
"I am the way, the truth, and the life", (John 14:6)

—~ You shall not lack for corpanionships
"Lo, I an with d
(Matt. 28:20),

~ You shall not lack for comfort:
"The Father....shall give youy

you alweys, even i
unto the end of the age'.

another Comforter"
~ You shall not lack for sustenance: e
Sustenance:

"I an: the bread of life, he w
hunger." (John 6:35), » Be who cories to me shall never

~ You shall not lack for joy:
"These things have I g
A Poken
remain in you, and that yogzt? youf‘that ny joy might
(John15:11), Joy might be full,"
~ You skall not lack for ap i
ything j . .
ny Bl y ‘ € 1n this p
f you ask anything in 5 el ¥ ‘llfg. 4)
- Wow shakl. aok 1 » I will do it", (John 14:1%/-
Cg&- tno agk for anything in et
i id. n O A ernity:s
?s sgd, Igotopﬂmea lnnmP '
corie again and receive v Place for you.,, I will

there ye nay be alEss you unto nyself; that where I afs

(John 14:923),




THE LORD OUR SHEPHERD

PSALM 23

The Lord is my shepherd;

I have everything I need.
He lets me rest in fields of green grass
and leads me to guiet pools of fresh water.
He gives me new strength.

He guides me in the right way,
as he has promised.

Even if that way goes through decpest darkness,
I will not be afraid, Lord,
because you are with me!

Your shepherd's rod and staff keep me safe.

You prepare a banquet for me,
where all my enemies can see me;

you welcome me by pouring ointment on my head
and filling my cup to the brim.

Certainly your goodness and love will be
with me as long as I live;

and your house will be my home forever,
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