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VOLUNTARY CLERGY?

At his diocesan Synod in October the Bishop
OF St Arnaud was reported as advocating the de-
velopment of a supplementary ministry of voluntary
clergy who, while continuing their normal work,
would exercise a pastoral and priestly ministry, to
supplement that of the full time professional clergy.

There is nothing new in this suggestion of
course, but if the Bishop was advocating that some-
thing be done about it then he may well find more
supporters than if he merely wants to continue to
talk about it. There has been plenty of that for many
years past and there is hope of pienty more since
it will almost certainly be brought again befo e the
Lambeth Conference in 1968,

No me can accuse the Anglican Commun on of
precipita e action in thi matter. Bu so long s one
is prepaied to be patient there is evidence that a
modicum of progress has been made. It was first
glanced at in the Convocation of Canterbury in 1886
and seems to have been quietly laid aside. It came
back again forty or so years later, in 1925, when a

by the Ar of Can-
terbury AND York noted that there was such a
suggestion in the minds of some people

Now, however, the proposal was gaining momen-
tum — largely as a result of Roland Allen’s book
The Case for Voluntary Clergy published first in
1930. In more recent days Canon David Paton has
done a service to the church by editing a selection
of Roland Allen’s writings in The Ministry of the
Spirit. By the time of the 1930 Lambeth Conference
the angry young men of the time were urging action
and the assembled bishops again had a look at the
infant. Whether they liked what they saw or not
they felt no great urge to nourish it or bring it to
maturity. Indeed it has been said that lhat parllcular
Conference “damned it with faint praise”. What it
said in effect was that the Conference, while declar-
ing that ordination to the priesthood involved full
and life long service, not to be made subservient to
any other interests, saw no insuperable objection to
the ordination, with Pruvlnclal sanction and under
proper safeguards, of such “supplementary priests”
without their being required to give up their present
occupation.

y the time of the 1958 Lambeth Conference
the angry young men of the 'twenties and ‘thirties
had grown up. Some of them were themselves bishops.
Now, apparently, was the chance! What did it do?
It did rather more than anyone had done before.
First it recorded its view that while the fully-trained
and full-time priesthood is essential to the continuing
life of the Church, there is no theological principle
which forbids a suitable man from being ordained
priest while continuing in his lay occupation. But it
did more than that. It definitely encouraged Provinces
to make provision on these lines in cases where con-
ditions made it desirable

Despite all this, the fact remains that very little
has been done about it. There have been, it is true,
isolated pockets of experimentation on these lines in
the Anglican Communion. It would have been a help
and perhaps an encouragement — or maybe a warn-
ing — if we could have been told something of how
it has worked. We are left with the uncomfortable
feeling that the comment of the 1958 Lambeth Con-
ference committee may be right that the absence of
any significant development along these lines seems
to indicate very little demand throughout the Angli-
can Communion for a facility of this sort.

If that is so, what more can be done? The way
is open and yet nothing is done. We suspect that
the reasons are not now theological but practical and
administrative. We believe that a number of bishops
have given thought to this and have consulted their
dioceses about it. But for some reason or other —
or for several reasons — there is hesitation. It may
well be that what is needed is a bold bishop who
will take a bold step. At least it would be interesting
to know some of the reasons why nothing has been
done. Perhaps some of those bishops who were at
Lambeth in 1958 could help?
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A CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTION

What would make a more appropriate gift to your friends and relatives
than a subscription to THE ANGLICAN? Here is a gift by which you may be
remembered not once, but 52 times a year.

Check the names on your Christmas list to see if among them there are
any who would value a prompt, accurate and complete record of the life and
thought of the Church during the coming year.
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