Two men who know how to communicate!!

-

The newly appointed director of the Anglican Information Office, Mr. David Longe, with Peter Stanton, Director of the
Anglican radio unit. At the function to welcome Mr. Longe into his new position, members of the media, both secular

and religious, were able to meet him personally.

Court on
Pornography

The Theological Commission of the
World Evangelical Fellowship
announces the publication of
Pornography: A Christian Critique by
Jjohn Court.

Dr. Court, a clinical psychologist, is
professor of psychology at Flinders.

The book, Pornography, came out
of a public debate in the United
Kingdom last summer where Court
was invited a second time to serve as
major consultant. As an accepted
authority on pornography, Court has
influenced legal thinking in the UK,
especially with regard to violence.

W.EF.

First Scriptures
for Kambata

The first ever Scriptures in the
Kambata language of Ethiopia have
been published by the Bible Society.
The books of Matthew, James and
Ruth are in print, while the book of
Genesis is expected off the press
shortly. There is also good progress
on the Kambata New Testament
translation project.

Kambata is spoken by an estimated
half a million people in the south-
west of the Shoa region of Ethiopia.
The evangelical Christian population
is reckoned to be 150,000, with most
of them belonging to the Kale Hiwot
Church or the Evangelical Church
Mekane Yesus.
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are people too

Refugees and hardship. The two go hand in hand

p
10,000 refugee
tian churches and missions

J Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss

. Please debit my bankcard account [4]9]6]

WORLD ' VISION i e

1REFUGEE FUND

GPO Box 9944 in your Capital City

UGEES

1d Vision Refugee Fund will make available money for

28 sia that will give
al water, make possible
tslike chicke: vegetable growingtoreach
provide language tuitionand education, through Chris

845 will provide an entire family with basic support for one year

The needs of refugees are real and urgent. Your quick response could mean a
family's tomorrow

iyes, .
, amity. glue

I'll help a refugee

$45 to help one family for a year
$90 to help two families for a year
$ to help families
A one-time gift of §

Postcode Phone

Signature

Phone: Sydney 61 9117

WORLD VISION IS A CHRISTIAN HUMANITARIAN AGENCY REACHING OUT

T0 A NEEDY WORLD

Kidney Machine No Hindrance

i

Sister Petta had to leave her people
in the Torres Strait Islands two years
ago when her kidneys failed.

She now lives at the Community of
the Holy Name in Cheltenham,
Victoria where she spends 18 hours a
week on a dyalysis machine which
purifies her blood.

Sister does not see her time on the
machine as wasted. With two large
needles in her arms she spends the
time translating Matthew's Gospel
for the 4,000 Kala Lagaw Ya people
scattered along the coast and in the
islands between Broome and
Townsville. She works in partnership

with Rod and Judy Kennedy,
members of Wycliffe Bible
Translators who live on Saibai Island.

After recording translation on to
cassette, she sends it back to her
people so they can check ad edit it.

Sister Petta is anxious for her
people to communicate better with
one another, and, naturally, with
God. But there are problems. For
example, in her culture it is
disrespectful to tell a senior what you
really feel or think. This causes
problems in the peoples’
understanding of Jesus who had no
fear of the leaders of Israel.
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‘Go Walkabout’ says the Great Commission

B

‘In Australian lingo that is what Jesus said; the Reverend Arthur Deane told the gathering of 800 who attended the World

Mission in the Eighties conference organised by the Evangelical Missionary Alliance and the Katoomba Convention
Council over the long week end. Dr. Alan Cole, Federal Secretary Secretary of CMS reporting on the COWE meetings

in Pattaya, Thailand said of present opportunities, ‘needs exist in concrete jungles, just
among traditional religions and opposing religions The Thai conference showed that there is a universal concern felt

for evangelism in these days’

Electives covered preparation to go, ‘Hello there’ on communication, radio and casse

as much as in bush jungles,

tte work, and ‘Saying a-a-ah’ on

medical work. This year'’s organisers said that the numbers were enc ouraging and were greatly increased on last year's

attendance by young people.

See page 5 for comments of Third World speakers at the conference.

WEVANGELICALS NEED TO TAKE STOCK”

Archbishop Loane Warns

In his presidential address to Synod
of the Sydney Diocese the
Archbishop warned evangelicals to

ON OTHER PAGES

“*Why is the church anti-uranium in an
energy short age?'’ Nuclear engineer
says we have coerced by utopians not
the Bible . . . page 3
When beer is bad for brewery
business! . .. page 2

take stock of the situation in which
they find themselves: their vision
their purpose, their numbers, and
their problems

He warned that the right of private
judgement which reformers paid
dearly for, can be converted into the
reckless pursuit of such
independence that has produced
more ultra-individualists than any
other school of thought. The
effectiveness of evangelicals can be
so readily dissipated because of this,
He encouraged older evangelicals
not to patronise the younger
generation and younger generations
not to be impatient with the older.
Each needs to discern which are the
old paths they must not forsake and
which are the new paths they are
called to explore.

He encouraged evangelicals to be
willing to engage in relevant
dialogue. Many evangelicals share an
honest dislike for all forms of
controversy. They fight shy of current
issues, and stand aloof from the
debates of the moment, and leave
the field wide open for others. They
are caught off balance and the pass is
lost before they have started to think.
Controversy is implicit in the Ordinal;
without it there would have been no
Reformation, no New Testament
deposit of truth. Jesus Christ never

Lebrary

Moore (,}///t:{'l’

refused the demands of controversy
St. Paul was the greatest of all
Apologist, and true evangelicals must
take up this burden with courtesy
and dignity, with forward-looking
approach and a positive Biblical
argument

Evangelicals must adopt a positive
attitude in the defence and
confirmation of the Gospel. Next
year's NEAC should awaken men of
Reformation conviction to speak,
write, lead and act positively and to
preach the Gospel acceptably

He warned that in days past
evangelicals were often theological
light weights and were fifty years out
of date because they concerned
themselves only with traditional
learning and not with the new
challenges in philosophy, natural
science and the critical study of
history.

They were likewise uncritical of
false theories that lay behind the evils
of the industrial revolution, taking for
granted that poverty would always
exist. They fought like giants against
the evils within the system they
knew. What they needed was a more
prophetic mind and vision to
recognise that the system itself
needed to be changed. These points
of weakness need to be noted by
present day evangelicals,
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No Missionaries —
took non-Christians

We waited for years and the

missionary society said they couldn’t
supply the people, so we had to tak
non-Christians’, an African bishop
said sadly to the Australian CM
Another African bishop wrote
recently, ‘For five years we've been
asking you for people and you've
always said you have nobody
send
There are tremendous
pportunities in i1a inta at tr
present time. Vve a praving that trm
Lord will supp I f f
WOork her We need ur f [
develop and expand’, wr 1
' Of r bar i LEL
Diocese of Victoria Nyan inzan
There n I
for missi
part )
Kill uf € 1 Nt
etweer o
the numbe
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idd mt g prot
to help « ! )
for witne 1 |
I avs t
The opy impl
for Africa but in Nepal, Indonesi
rakistan, India, South t Asia a
North Australia th 1is fa
greater than the small numbers
yming forward,; say A
Is it a case that some won't go, but
also some don't know?’ the Oversea
Committee of CMS asked recently

Too Many
Leaders

Not Enough
Followship

The widespread cry that the Church
lacks leadership has been challenged
bv the general secretary of the
Church Pastoral Aid Society

Rather, says the Rev. David
Bubbers, the Church lacks
‘followship

Many leaders at every level give “a
splendid lead but their words lose
impact because their leadership role
is not recognised’

They are regarded as contributors
to a general debate “which may lead
to consensus but precious little else”
Every member ministry, says Mr,
Bubbers, though important, has so
often led to sheep being turned into
shepherds — "but this does nothing
for their sense of direction”.

“I am a democrat because | believe
that the Christian principle of mutual
submissiveness gives a right to
everybody within any Body to make
their contribution, but this does not
give to everybody a leadership role.

“We are called to honour those
(and this surely includes obedience)
who are over us in the Lord. When
the discussion has been shared and
the issues clarified and the decisions
properly made, the leader must lead
and be allowed to lead and show
initiative in leading. Then we must
accept the discipline of following”’




business!

work at heights after drinking?

well

have not been properly pondered

no shortage of subjects for scrutiny
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When beer is bad for brewery

Life in Australia offers good opportunities for satirical humour, It is a pity
that our TV. dramatists content themselves with hitting conventional
targets. Pretensions and reality are often in conflict, and the ironic eye has

Take the following item which appeared recently in a leading newspaper
It is a delectable example of unconscious hyprocrisy. Under the heading
Bitter taste at Brewery”, it was reported that Tooths Brewery employees
were from now on to be deprived of free beer at smokos and meal breaks
The workers will be able to take home a carton of Tooth’s products each
week instead. A spokesman for the brewery proudly expressed the hope
that this practice would spread throughout the industry

I'he reason given for the change of policy came in the form of this
eloquent question: “"How can we expect employees to perform dangerous

This is, indeed, a question worth pondering. It is a wonder that a
brewery of all places would make this discovery at so late a stage. What
a pity that the frank recognition of the dangers of drinking on the job is
not taken to heart by society as a whole. After all, who is better qualified
to tell us the truth? Indeed, it is not only industrial safety which is at stake
doubtless the brewery has realised that their product inhibits efficiency as

The consumption of alcohol during work costs money. Naturally, the
brewery does not accept responsibility for the domestic and social traumas
caused by its product in the wider world, After all, it would be only too
pleased if workers in other industries drank beer during their lunch breaks

lhis laughable inconsistency in the brewery’s attitude is to be expected
Those employed in catering for the insatiable thirst of the Australian public
are in a morally precarious position. The evil consequences of the abuse
of the drug they sell is everywhere evident, and whenever they take a
high-sounding stand they will render themselves vulnerable to mockery
But the whole subject raises two important issues. For churches, issues that

First, if an earlier age Christians felt the need to organise themselves to
ameliorate the suffering caused by alcohol abuse, why has this approach
been abandoned at a time when the problem is bad and getting worse?

Second, and even more important, have Christians given enough
thought to the significance of Australian drinking habits? Why do our
fellow-citizens drink so much? What needs and values does this reveal?
How do we best serve the gospel in such a social context?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir

The remarks made by Dr. Klaas Runia on
preaching were disturbing. | believe the
reason for the apparent irrelevance of biblical
preaching is the biblical theme of
reconciliation between God and man, Our
modcrn services give low priorit the
admissions of sin. How long is it sir
heard the 10 commandments read in churct

Jesus said he came to call sinners
Apparently there are very few about today
The liturgy and sermon must agree and both
be biblically based

It we preach, as Paul said, Christ crucified for
oursins, it may not be popular, but it is the
most important, relevant and urgent topic of
today

Yours faithfully
J. R Browning, Nelson Bay

ng of certain films and the

en to them is disturbing
Christian people should not be virtually
challenging others to have the “guts” to see
films that have explicit sex and gross violence
The beauty of other parts of the filrr
presentation does not make the obvious
wrongs more acceptable; also in the making of
films there are many takes and retakes until
there is the desired perfection. What does this
do to film crews, etc.?

It is not part of the Christian’s work to do
the devil’s advertising. To strengthen this
protest may | add the scripture quote from
Philippians 4:8. In brief, “whatever is
honourable, just, pure, lovely, gracious
excellent, worthy of praise, think about these
things

I endorse what John Menear has written and
reject the arguments that Geoff Holt makes i
reply. Required school reading, however

table, does not have the same impact a
1al acts, Itis wrong to risk leading the
weaker brethren in*o something that can only
be harmful. The fact that grossly immoral films
occur on TV does not leave us free of

responsibility in regard to our own actions

Yours sincerely
Beryl A. Johnstone

Dear Sir

I am astounded your editorial could even
entertain the ic ressed in William
Challis’s article concerning a bride for Prince
Charles that it would be better to marry a

Catholic wife with a real faith” than one with
the right label (ACR 25/8/80

May I ask “faith in whom Ihe Pope or
the Black Madonna of Poland or the bleeding
tatues marking the sorrows of Ireland or all

the superstitions which even the changes at
the Second Vatican Council did not wipe out?
Are these what you appear to think Prince
Charles could live with and in which he could

bring up his children?

I feel sure Prince Charles has too deep a
knowledge of history to put a Roman Catholic
queen on the throne. A leopard cannot
change its spots, and even in this century
Rome has sought the downfall of the British
Empire. So much so, that the Pope v
excluded by the Allies from the Peace
Councils at end of World War |

The Act of Rights and Settlement of 1701
was framed, not out of malice or bigotry, but
as a defensive measure because “it hath been
found by experience to be inconsistent with
our safety and welfare”, and this Act would
have to be done away with before the Prince
could marry an R.C

CRUSADE CALENDAR

Please pray for these meetings. If you are interested in having
George and Rita Galieh come to your community for a crusade,
write: George Galieh Evangelistic Crusades, PO Box 101, Gymea,

NSW 2227, Australia. Phone 525 4358

Sale, Vic. Baptist Crusade — October 19-26
Warrawong Church of Christ Reachout — November 1-2

Can you take your family to see it?

T ;
. .;*y‘

TRETIRC R T

Chapter Two

calp? v T
T A RO Y

Neil Simon'’s play has been adapted to a movie. What a movie it is. A sensitive,

touching, all too short glimpse into the

life of a recent widower and his tentative

forays into the world of establishing a new relationship which eventaully leads

to marriage

But why, oh why with such stimulating dialogue, refreshing character

portrayal, brilliant photography are we
It is totally unnecessary to the structure

subjected to occasional bad language?
and harmony of the film which shows

such insight into people seeking the security of each other

Some marvellous moments in the filny
exclusive New York french restaurant w
advertising executive brother an all t
(Neil Simon’s wife) and the final scenes

1 are George Kahn's entry into an

ith a “lady”’ arranged for him by his
00 hot curry with the lady he marries
of reconciliation

Chapter Two is a big dipper — one minute you're full of happiness the next

of grief — it is a tribute to N

Neil Simon that he’s been able to do it. Anyone

counselling the bereaved or divorced would find this movie useful

How ever lovely the girl may be, as part of
that Popish system, she would be a pawn in
the hands of scheming prelates, not only to
win back Protestant England but to possess
the throne itself the throne which many

hristians who have viewed royal ge nealogical
charts, are convinced is the biblical Throne of

David which God promised perpetuity

Yours sincerely

Mrs) P. Creasey

Dear Sir

Australia’s Aborigines are very much in the
news at the moment. Unfortunately, in one
way or another, most of the news is bad

Senator Chaney, Federal Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, states that ‘the Aborigines
are the most under-privileged group in our
society’. It's more than a lack of money
things’ — for most Aborigines it's a lc of
their homes, their heritage, their culture and
their pride. These problems will not be solved
overnight and they won't just ‘go away

The Church of England Homes is playing a
partin trying to solve some of the problems
that afflict these unfortunate people. The
Marella Aboriginal Project operates two

group homes’ in Marrickville where up to 16
children from broken homes are cared for by
Christian Aboriginal child-care workers, The
aim of these homes is to bring stability to the
lives of children and, where possible, to

restore their family situation

This is a great start and is having a big
impact for good on the Aboriginal community
but there is much more that could and should
be done. Alcohol is one of the community’s
major problems and we have our sights set on
a temporary care home for children whose
parents have entered a rehabilitation
programme. It will be costly, but we see it as
a vital part of helping to solve this problem

We are launching an appeal to turn this and
the other dreams into reality. We hope that
you will be moved to support us in this

project. Your assistance is needed now

The Church of England Homes is a
registered charitable organisation and
naturally, your donation is an allowable tax
deduction

Sincerely
Canon K. L. Loane,
Chairman

MAINLY AB >UT PE<'PLE

MELBOURNE
REV. A. ). BELL will be Co-ordinator of
Chaplaincy Services, Royal Melbourne
Hospital as from 17th November, 1980

REV. M. R T. HAZELL is Chaplain, Repatriation
General Hospital, Heidelberg as from 1st

REV. R. P. UPTON will resign from Mission of St
James and St. John to take up duty in the
parish of Oatlands, Tasmania

REV. CANON L. GUY will retire from full-time
ministry as from 31st August, 1980

REV. A, W, SINGLETON retired as Chaplain,

| bring Good To you is
News for you, .b'cvrn in
which will David’s _city
bring great a Saviour,
joy to all Christ the
people. Lord.

FROM THE WORLD'S BEST SELLER

PRINCE
IN
ISRAEL

BETHLEHEM (Christmas Day). - Palace
spokesmen were all “no comment” today
in response to rumours that have swept
the city about the surprise arrival of the
Prince. Premier Herod is known to be
nervous at the prospect of a rival for the
loyalty of his subjects. He is also reported
edgy over the Oriental astrologers in town
who claim to have followed the Prince’s
star. Herod's legal advisors have tipped

Bethlehem as the most likely venue for
any showdown, and his trigger-happy
commandos are even now preparing for
a lightning raid on the sleepy southern
village. The Judean strongman of many
years standing has a chilling record in
eliminating opposition. The city police
chief has cancelled all Christmas leave.
There will be no red carpet for the Prince

of Peace. (See inside for full story of Christmas)

Adamstown Brethren — November 8-9
Manly Baptist Crusade -— November 14-16
Liverpool Youth for Christ — November 22

September, 1980 General Hospital, Heidelberg on 31st August

REV. R. W. GREGORY will resign from S, Silas 1980
Albert Park as from 25th December, 1980, REV. N. L. HILL died 5th September, 1980.
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CAN YOU SEE JESUS HERE?

Herod only wanted to see
Jesus dead. In fact, his
younger son, also called
Herod, took part in Jesus’
death, 30 years later.

Can you see Jesus in this
photo?

What looks like a jumble
of blobs and blotches is
actually a photograph taken
by a Korean photographer
many years ago, of melting
Snow, revealing rocks
coming through the snow.
As the photographer
developed the film, he was
suddenly startled as the
pattern seemed to emerge
into a picture of Jesus,
looking directly at him.

CAN YOU SEE JESUS HERE?

Here is a common scene
for this time of year. No
doubt you have been caught
up in the crowds of
Christmas shoppers.

Have you seen Jesus in
the scene? Is he a part of
the mad spending spree, the
tinsel and decorations,
the glossy catalogues, the
record money circulation,
the Santa worship?

Perhaps you looked as
hard for him in the busy
shoppers photo as you did in
the snow photo. Unfortu-
nately, he is not there.

L~ (///{//

THE CASE OF THE
DISAPPEARING CHRISTMAS

“I say Holmes, what are you investigating now?”

“I am trying, with all the skill at my disposal, Watson,
to solve the mystery of the true meaning of Christmas.”

“Ho, ho, ho, do you have any clues yet Holmes?”

“Yes, Watson, your rotund shape, red face, and senseless
guffaw have helped me to deduce your true identity. You
must think you are Father Christmas to have fooled me for
so long, but you won't get your claus in to this case.”

“You sleigh me, Holmes.”

“You sled it, Watson, it may very well come to that.
For years you have succeeded in diverting attention from the
true meaning of Christmas. It's not your birthday Watson.”

“Tell me, Holmes, how did you finally crack the disguise?”

“Elementary, my dear Watson, your reindeer are double-
parked in a loading zone.”

WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME

Colin Janes, school
captain of a Sydney High
School.

Rock artist, Larry
Norman, who sang at top
American rock palaces with
Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin,
Jefferson  Airplane, The
Who, The Byrds, and even
Bob Dylan, wrote in a song
entitled “Christmas Time,”

“It used to be the birthday
of the man who saved our
necks.

But now it stands for
Santa Claus, they spell it
with an ‘X"

When I was younger, I
used to celebrate ‘Xmas.'
Long after I ceased to
believe in the man from the
North Pole, I still loved to
open up all my presents and
loved even more to tell
everyone ‘wot I got’ The
only thing that spoiled Xmas
day was going to church.
‘But it isn't even Sunday’.
One year my parents even
had the hide to pack us off
to church before we'd tucked
into our goodies. I'm not
saying that I hadn’t ever
heard the Christmas story
(on the contrary, I acted the
part of Joseph in our infant
school nativity play), I'm
just saying that T could be
religious and think about
Jesus and heaven every Sun-
day. Why did he have to
spoil MY Xmas?

I suppose after a while it
got through to me. Those
angels on the tree and
Church  on  Wednesdays
really did mean something.
Looking around me I saw a
really beautiful  world,
especially the places we
haven’t wrecked yet, and I
knew that the great mind
behind its construction had
also designed me and then
given himself up, because he
loved me, to take the blame
for my ignoring him, and
doing my, own thing. I felt
like T owed him something
and it didn’t seem to be
asking too much to let him
take over and control my
life. Since then T've tried to

keep putting Christ where
before there’s been a big X,

This coming Christmas
will be a milestone in my
life, marking the end of my
schooling and the beginning
of a new career. I'll probably
be needing a fair bit of
outside help in the next few
years, and who better to
help me than someone who
knows where I'm going
anyway.

. 8

» Dr. Frank Kwok is a
surgeon and G.P.

When I was a boy
Christmas meant lots of
toys, playing with other
children, decorating the
Christmas tree, carol singing
and lots of food.

When I became a grown-
up, Christmas meant bigger
and better presents, parties
at the office and parties in
the home, drinking and
more parties.

But 1973 changed all
that, I met the Christ of
Christmas. You see I had
begun to realise that life is
more than materialism and
pleasures. A self-centred life
produced no satisfaction, life
seemed to be meaningless
and in fact T was empty and
irritable inside. Then I heard
the good news about Jesus
Christ, the Son of God who
loved me and gave himself
for me.

On New Year's Eve 1973
I prayed and asked Him to
take charge of my life and
that night the Saviour came
into my heart. He took away
my sins and gave me a new
life, He gave me deep peace
and joy unspeakable. He
takes me through the ups
and downs of life, day by
day, and I can now enjoy the
victories only He can bring.
Since that time Chirstmas
has taken on new meaning.

My heart is touched when I
sing “Hark the Herald angels
sing . . . God and sinner
reconciled, O come let us
adore Him.” He is my
personal friend and adorable
Saviour. He is my Lord and
my life.

It is a time for reflection
on the goodness of God, for
thanksgiving, for celebration
of the new life, for rejoicing,
for worship, adoration, for
fellowship with the family of
God. “For unto us a Child
is born, a son is given . . ."
to save His people from their
sins and to give them abun-
dant life. T know this from
personal experience to be
true,

Stuart Taylor, headmaster
of a school for handicapped
children,

“Gratitude, joy, torment!”
These feelings summarise
my thoughts at Christmas
as I operate on three levels,
firstly as a  Christian,
secondly as a father and
thirdly as a School Principal.

As a Christian, along with
all other Christians, I rejoice
at the birth of Jesus Christ
and am truly grateful that
God has provided this link
between Himself and myself;
this link which provides, for
those who believe, the key
to certain salvation, a plan
for a great life on earth, and
the promise of eternal life
with God, Gratitude is really
a poor word to express the
thanks to God for His gift
of Jesus Christ.

As a parent, Christmas
means a special time with
family. Jesus was born
into an everyday family
situation and his parents
expressed great joy within
their family. Similarly, I am
joyful at Christmas time to
share with my wife,
children and other relatives
our love for one another, so

often taken for granted at
other times during a year
when various pressures en-
croach on desired family
relationships. What a joy it
is to share gifts and love
with people dear to us on
the Birthday of our Lord!

As the Principal of a
school  for  handicapped
children, many of whom
have little in life for which
to be thankful, T am person-
ally thrilled by the obvious
excitement of the traditional
Christmas celebrations held
in most families and schools.
What a delight it is to see the
face of a child confronted
by the person of Santa,
bearing a gift especially for
them! But at the same time,
I feel tormented at the
scene, where commercialism
and fantasy rob the child of
the true significance of
Christmas and make the
delight expressed a really
shallow experience. It is
only the delight and appreci-
ation of the gift of Jesus
Christ which has any perm-
anency and this is often
deliberately  lost  behind
many traditional Christmas
festivities.

Sue Fox, a migrant from
Ireland.

Christmas  to me s
altogether agreeable
When I think of Christmas
I am enveloped by a soft
warm feeling. There are the
Christmases of childhood in
dear old Ireland, filled with
sweet nostalgic memories.
Memories of warm turf fires
glowing and crackling in the
hearth, carol music drifting
from the old piano, good
food, family and friends to
share with, and outside a
wonderland of snow. What
magic that snow held. Days
of snowball fights, snowmen
and slides, and at night how
it glittered and dazzled
under a skyful of stars.

Then there were the
Christmases of my early
teens, equally beautiful,
secure and exciting but in a
different way. Even to this
day I am not sure whether
that “special” kiss under the
mistletoe, ever made up for
the loss of Santa Claus.
Somehow 1 don’t think so!

Then for a while my
Christmases were very very
different. I spent them away
from loving family and
friends, for I had moved to
the world of hospital life.
Christmas on the wards
wasn't always as the
television would have one
believe. I can remember
spending a Chirstmas on the
childrens’ ward, consoling a
wee mite who had umpteen
presents but no Mum to visit
him.  Another  Christmas
with parents whose only son
was dying from gunshot
wounds. Different times but
nearly  always  someone
bearing pain or sorrow.

Then  there are the
Christmases of now as a
parent of two little ones, and
in a whole new beautiful
world of sunshine and
plenty. Tt's such a novelty
spending Christmas in the
sun, and Santa coming on
a surf board rather than on
a sledge, rather a novelty
too!

But even as my Christmas
circumstances change with
the years, not so my “inside”
Christmas. Because not only
does Christmas for me
celebrate Christ's birth in
Bethlehem, it also celebrates
His birth in my heart as the
risen Christ, my Saviour
and my God. This to me
constitutes the real meaning
of Christmas

Rhonda Bracht, minister’s
wife.

This year our first child
was born,

Now in the baby boom
district where we live, this
is not an extraordinary

event, but to us his birth
was more than extraordinary,
it was a miracle. Doctors
had bleakly forecast no
children for us, and the long,
slow process of adoption
had begun.

While we waited we asked
God, the giver of all life, to
intervene. Would He
overrule our difficulties so
that we could experience the
wonder of a new life,
designed and created by
Him? The answer was yes
— with love He sent us a
son,

Yet with love He had
already sent another son
many years ago — His own
Son. Jesus Christ came to
carth to stand as the love
link between God and man,
and that stand cost Him his
life. Born in Bethlehem, He
became like me, so that I
could become like Him.

This Christmas I will not
forget my two miracles.

And what does Christmas
mean to you? The busy
round of parties, gorging
and guzzling? Presents and
tinsel? No room in your inn
for Jesus?

Jesus was born as the Son
of God in Bethlehem, and
He was proven overpower-
ingly to be God’s Son when
He rose from death, never
to dic again that first Easter,

John records these words
of Jesus, “Listen! I stand at
the door and knock; it
anyone hears my voice and
opens the door I will come
in” You can begin a life
of trusting Jesus today.
Speak to Him in prayer.
Open up and confess all
your sin to Him. He
understands and cares. Ask
Him to come into your life.
He has promised that He
will. He burst out of a
darkened tomb, He can
burst into a darkened heart.

The grave now is empty,

The stone is rolled away,

And Christ is alive in my
heart.




. littl bit of heaven bere on earth!

RICHARD ANSOUL
This latest title, “Eros Agape,” is a popular book on the
love of God. Rich in anecdotes, and illustrated throughout
by the appealing cupid cartoons by New Zealander Kim.
It was written to help ordinary people to grasp and exper-
ience a most extraordinary thing.
Songs have been sung, pictures painted, and sermons
preached about it; yet there is still a gnawing ache in
people’s hearts to feel and know the warmth and power of
the love of God being spilled out into every area of human
life.
Recommended price $2.50 (120 pages, paperback).

In response to popular demand ‘Good News' has produced gospel
newspapers to assist Christians in witnessing to Jehovah’s Witnesses
and Mormons. Over 80,000 in use.

(i) “Good News for Jehovah’s Witnesses™: 4 for $1.00, 50 for

$7.00, 100 for $12.00.

NEW EDITION featuring testimony of Sydney man, Fred
Grigg, recently featured on Channel 7 Special Report on
J.W.s, plus inside information on the Watchtower, and
witnessing guide for Christians.

(ii) “Good News for Mormons™: 4 for $1.00, 50 for $7.00, 100

for $12.00.
Testimony of former Mormon elder, plus well documented
factual and Biblical material on the Mormons.
E' Use coupon at right for this paper. i
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This quarter page is reserved for your Church stamp or free
overprinting for orders of 1,000 or more. This could advertise special
services, name and phone number of minister, secretary, etc. Write
details on separate sheet and return with order. Full half page of
advertising space available for orders of 2,000 or more.

CLOSING DATE OF OVERPRINTING ORDERS IS
14th NOVEMBER.

qSHT IT WONDERFUL....

by RICHARD /ANSOUL

Many thousands have already read this inspiring true story of
God at work in Australia today, with life-changing results — con-

version, blessing, and challenge.

One day in May, 1976, Chris packed her bag
to go to hospital, It was her 12th operation in
three years. At 28 this beautiful woman had
already stared death in the face many times.
This would be the last time.

Before she left the house she wrote a note
to Mark, her husband, on the kitchen wall pad,
“I fove you darling . . . God’s on our side,

isn’t it wonderful!”

Rushed to hospital from a neighbour’s
New Year's Eve party a few years before,
operation had followed operation. The
experts were baffled. Chris was a frightened
girl. She had everything to live for. She
wasn't ready to die. Until the day the young
doctor fold her about Jesus. Wide-eyed
she heard how He had created her, loved
her, died for her, risen in power to live
within her. In her hospital bed her heart
was opened to the gentle touch of Jesus.

For the brief span of two and a half years she had lived for Jesus.
Each day and hour she walked wrapped in the rainbow of Jesus’ love.
Every conversation, every letter, every meeting, had to count for Him.

On the 12th of July 1976 at 4.30 in the afternoon, the sky over
Sydney grew ominously black. Mark saw her for the last time at 3
o'clock. She had been in a coma for 6 days. A sleeping beauty, there
was a soft radiance about her face, as he took her limp hand in his

to pray.

With the darkness came the dreaded news. As skilled hands fought
to keep her chained to her body, Chris broke free, leaping into the
dazzling sunlight, running effortlessly to Jesus, shedding, like an old

suit, her body that had finally worn out.

AVAILABLE AT LEADING CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLERS

Recommended price $2.95.
(160 pages, paperback)

to order additional papers.

rooms, insert with personal mail, efc.
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(Top half of this page will be taken up by 2 excerpts from
the Good Mews Bible, with sketches, on the Christmas theme).

CHRISTMAS
DISTRIBUTION PAPER

Churches or individual Christians can use this coupon

This paper can help you, and your Church, present
the message of Christmas to your friends and your com-
munity in an interesting and readable way.

Suitable for: mass letter-box distribution, Christmas
handout to Church visitors, Young People’s street witness-
ing, High School scripture distribution, Professional waiting

Return the order form without delay to have your
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THE WORLD OF THE COERCIVE UTOPIANS IN AN ENERGY SHORT AGE

Why is the church anti-uranium? Kemeny asks

s

MR. LESLIE KEMENY is senior lecturer in nuclear engineering at the University of

New South Wales.

We live in a strange world of
instant communication but lack of
in-depth knowledge; of emotionally
charged media-amplified sensation
selling backed by little research or
homework. Our conversation is often
based on “Headlines” and “world
labels” which are calculated to stir
up socio-political hatreds and
dissensions. It often seeks to polarise
every issue instead of aiming for a
concensus based on informed
realism.

For example, today’s
“ecologies” or “environmentalist”
may be a University trained
ornithologist or entymologist with
a doctorate and thirty years of
research experience.

Alternatively, he may be a
young, out-or-work school-leaver,
angry with a socio-political system
which has apparently let him
down and ready to join the next
protest marc h or camp against
uranium mining or some other
“‘worth-while” cause — especially
if a little financial inducement is
forthcoming from the right
quarters.

At a somewhat higher level of
intellectual participation we have
the "adversary procedure” style
stage, radio or television debate
on controversial current affairs
topics.

Little does the unsuspecting
listening audience realise that the
organisers, chairmen or comperes
frequently manage to induce a
confrontation on a technically
complex specific issue by
introducing, for example, a
Professor of nuclear physics to
debate a Doctor of political
science who may have aspirations
for party pre-selection for a
coming State or Federal election.

The outcome of such an
encounter may make for
fascinating television but it will
result in a zero communication of
factual information and a further
triumph for the “Coercive
Utopians” of the world of the
1980's.

OS GUINNESS HIOGICAL

It is not the purpose of this
paper to examine this modern
sociological phenomenon of the

industrialised Western world in
detail. The reader is referred to the
thought provoking book, “The
Dust of Death” by

O. Guinness. It is an excellently
written and well researched piece
of scholarship which documents
the rise and decay of the many
radical pressure groups and
minority lobbies which have
sought to impress their life-style or
brand of political opportunism on
“silent majorities”. Whilst
Guinness writes from the point of
view of the evangelical Christian
he goes dangerously close to
compromising his own
hypotheses. Possibly to structure
his work to an interesting,
readable style, he allows himself to
naively and simplistically polarise
l\l‘k”l\ every issue!

The summary on the cover of
the book reads —

With the dust of death slowly settling
over Western culture, Os Guinness
charts the journey of a generation
out from the technological wasteland
and into the Promised Land of radical
politics, Eastern religion, psychedelic
drugs and the occult. Rejecting both the
technological society and the counter
culture, he calls clearly for a Third Way

All Christians would share
Guinness’s conclusion that the
“Third Way" is to be found only in
the One who is “The Way, The
Truth and The Life”. What seems
so illogical in the work of this
intelligent author is his outright
condemnation of “technological
society’’.

For one who has travelled and
lectured so widely, probably
utilising every technological
device that his British heritage has
to offer, the car, aeroplane, radio
and a Christian ineritance of
superb educational medical and
societal privileges, he is in grave
danger of identifying himself with
the angry young Berkeley students
to whom he refers in his preface.

What, you might well say, has all
this to do with “coercive
utopians” and nuclear energy?

In simple terms, just as the
Luddites sought to resist the
Industrial Revolution, so our
coercive utopians seek to destroy
the only new avenue presently
available to sustain a reasonable
physical existence for human life
on this planet.

On the international scene the
campaign against the development
of the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy and against the mining of
uranium has gathered considerable
momentum in the past few years.

The onslaught has affected
mainly the highly industrialised
Western democracies

NONE IN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES

Commencing in the United States
in the late 1960's, the ripple from
this wave of unrest began to wash
to Australian shore-line around
1970, just around the time when
the extensive uranium finds in the
Northern Territory became public
knowledge. No similar movements
have yet emerged in the Socialist
world or in countries with a right
wing dictatorship

The anti-nuclear groups have
flourished in the post Vietnam and
post Watergate climate of
cynicism and pessimism. Their
emotionally plausible blend of
environmental concern, political
opportunism, low energy zero
growth lifestyle advocacy and
distrust of authority and
professionalism has won a
considerable public following
They have gained the politician’s
ear and have contrived to make
almost any concept of national
development appear to look like
the desperate and despicable
adventurism of vested interests
and multi-national corporations

lhey refuse to concede that the
goals of national development and
true environmental awareness and
concern go hand in hand. Worse
still, they will not recognise that
the maintenance of civilisation
depends on the delicately tuned
ecology of energy and that, at the
present time and for the
foreseeable future, there appears
to be no viable alternative to the
nuclear fuel cycle

The impact on the community
made by groups such as “Friends
of the Earth’, ‘Moratorium Against
Uranium Mning’, ‘Campaign
Against Nuclear Energy’ and many
other “environmental”
organisations, some linked with
clubs, unions, political groups,
student groups, and churches, is
based essentially on the painting
of improbable scenarios, the
stirring of emotions and a general
incitement of feelings against
established lifestyles, institutions
and authorities.

ENERGY CRISIS, NOW HERFE

During the past three years, the
author has been able to visit many
countries to study nuclear power
plant safety, fast breeder reactor
development, nuclear power
programmes and uranium
requirements and the public
acceptance of the nuclear fuel
cycle. What our Australian
community desperately needs to
appreciate is that, for many
European countries, Japan and the
U.S., the energy crisis has already
arrived. If horror scenarios have to
be painted, then let us also take a
look at articles such as “Life
without Fuel” (Isaac Asimov —
Reader’s Digest, September 1977).

Let us also remember that
despite the foolish, patronising
talk that we so often generate in
respect of the Third World's
“lower needs for energy and an
alternative technology”, their
leaders still look to the Western
world for technical assistance.
Their tremendous problems can
only be solved by maintaining
technological and economic

buoyancy in developed countries
and sharing with them both
equipment and expertise
“Alternative” or “soft”
technologies, if applied at all, are
an expensive and temporary
measure
CHURCHES ANTI-NUCLEAR
Despite the general approval in
the early 1960's of peaceful
nuclear development by most
churches, the present mood of
some denominations and
international Christian
organisations is decidedlv anti
nuclear. Why should those who
during the past decade, wére
thanking God for his provision in
creation of an excellent new fuel
uranium, reverse the direction of
their prayers in 19807 Some
possible reasons behind this trend
are

REASONS WHY WE CHANGE
PRAYERS :

+ Inability to discern truth in the
complex emotive anti-nuclear
campaign mixture of pseudo-science,
politics and the counter-culture and
consumerism and anti-
establishmentarianism.

* A mistaken idea of man's
‘stewardship’ role in nature, Our
primary responsibility, acc ording to
Scripture, is to God, our Creator and
Saviour, then to our fellow human
beings. Modern ‘ecologists and
environmentalists’ often elevate
scenery, plant and animal life above
the legitimate needs and aspirations
of human beings.

This of course is not an argument
for Australia to despoil its wilderness
heritage but a plea for realistic
compromise between an essentially
selfish philosophy for maintaining
the status quo in this country and
the true human needs of the world at
large.

* A misunderstanding of the role
of science in human affairs,
Frequently workers in areas of high
technology are accused of being
‘arrogant’. Some anti-nuclear
speakers liken them to those who
built the tower of Babel. Yet, the
spirit which pervades most workers
in the field of modern science and
technology is not an egotistical,
proud, God-displacing attempt to
elevate human intellect to Divine
status, but in the main, a genuine
concern to provide for mankind in an
increasingly turbulent and difficult
environment.

* A ready acceptance of at the
hest enthusiastic, at worst dishonest
claims that viable alternative
technologies are ‘just around the
corner or ‘almost with us’,

% An essentially negative, critical
and destructive view of life and
society. This approach to the
problems besetting society is
basically not Christian. It is governed
by fear and legalism and is the very
opposite of the joyous exciting
responses which the believer in the
Lord should exhibit.

Symbolically “lost” in the
immensity of a might universe,
space-ship Earth will be, within
forty years or so; carrying a
complement of eght billion
passengers. To maintain even a
minimal standard of life, nutrition,
housing and clothing for
participants in this unfolding
drama of human redemption,
humankind has been given two
major gifts — intellectual free will
and moral responsibility by his
Creator. The responsible use of
science, including nuclear energy
in this situation is, without a
doubt, a clear mandate given by
God.
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Keston’s Director

Furious with
WCC.

“Conveniently
Acting Behind
Scenes”’

Keston College's director, the Rev
Michael Bordeaux, expressed his
“fury” at the WCC’s lack of reaction
to the sentence, though the British
Council of Churches and an
interdenominational clergy group
had protested

I'his led to a two-way exchange
between Mr. Bourdeaux and Mr. John
Bluck, of the WCC’s Communications
Committee in Geneva, on the BBC's
“Sunday”’ programme. But a
spokesman at Keston said this week
that the opinion here was that Mr
Bluck had said nothing to the point
and had made out “no case at all” for
the WCC’s silence

lhe spokesman continued: “The
WCC frequently says it acts behind
the scenes; but it has remained
behind the scenes, very conveniently
and no believers cause had been
advanced by it

“There are no illusions about the
WCC anywhere in the USSR. It takes
up an iron-clad position that it is all
right to talk about infringements of
religious freedom anywhere in the
world as long as it's notin a
Communist country!’

However, Mrs. Jean Mayland, a
Church of England representative on
the WCC’s Central Committee, told
the “Church Times’ that the
reasoning behind the WCC’s silence
was that delegates from Communist
countries were constantly under
pressure.

“When we do make statements, we
pay more attention to their feelings
than to other people’s. If we spoke
much, they would suffer — or they
would not be allowed to come at all,
and we should lose contact
altogether!’

Mrs. Mayland said that there had
been a breakthrough at the last
Central Commitee meeting, when the
USSR had been mentioned twice —

in connection with the nuclear arms
buildup and with Afghanistan.

This had happened even though
Communist delegates had wanted all
references to the USSR omitted when
the arms question was discussed —
“and | think that now the Committee
feels enough was enough, and
anything more would be counter-
productive!’

The Right Rev. Kenneth
Woollcombe, another Central
Committee member, said that a
major difficulty was the reluctance of
the Russian Orthodox delegates to
go against their Holy Synod — and
they were backed by all the other
Orthodox, who felt the same way. “It
is very difficult to.know what the
WCC can do if it wants to keep the
Russian Orthodox talking in the
World Council.

Lev Regelson

Russian Orthodox layman, Lev
Regelson, forty-one, was sentenced
on 24th September in Moscow to a
five year suspended sentence for
anti-soviet agitation and propaganda.
After the verdict was announced he
was released. He had been in pre-
trial dentention since 24th December
1979

During the two day hearing Lev
Regelson admitted that he had
engaged in anti-soviet activity,
repented of his past actions and
vowead to devote himself in future to
strictly religious activity.

After his release he was allowed to
talk to journalists and confirmed
these statements

His behaviour during and after his
trial is in marked contrast to his
testimony as a witness during the trial
of Fr. Gleb Yakunin four weeks
earlier. Then he told the court that he
still fully agreed with everything that
he and Fr. Gleb Yakunin had written
together.

Regelson’s manner during his own
trial and speaking to journalists
reminded relatives and close friends
of Fr. Dimitri Dudko's television
appearance, and raises the question
of whether he is a victim of the same
techniques, including the possible
use of powerful drugs as were
applied to Fr. Dimitri.

100 hears ago

Extracts from Church Record 1880

THE CHURCH SOCIETY — The usual monthly
unusually well attended as well as unusually

and Auxiliaries' Committee, on the grants in
aid of stipends for the current year, was
considered and debated at some length, and
was finally carried. By this resolution a
reduction was made on all such grants of 20
per cent,, except in the case of the new

and St. Saviour’s Redfern. Mr. Gordon,
however, gave notice of motion for the next
meeting — ““That if at the end of six months it
shall appear that the funds of the society have
increased, the claims of the reduced grants be
reconsidered on their merits, with the view of
making up or discontinuing the reduction so
far as may be practicable!” Mr. Langley applied
t» be released from the duties of organising
secretary, as he believed his services were no
longer required, and that it would be
necessary for him to have a month’s leave of
absence, On the Rev. Canon Stephen’s motion,
it was resolved that the Rev. . D. Langley’s
request to be relieved of his duties as the paid
organising secretary be acceded to, and that
this committee do hereby record its
appreciation of the very efficient maraer in
which those duties have been performed; and
that, in consideration of his valuable services,
one month's salary be granted him from the
date of resignation taking effect. On the
motion of the Rev. Robert L. King, a committee

meeting was held on the 7th February, and was

protracted. The annexed Report of the Finance

parishes of Gordon, Enmore, Macdonaldtown,

was appointed to consider what steps may be
taken with reference to the case of sailors
visiting the port of Sydney, and to report at the
next meeting. The annual meeting of the
society was fixed for Tuesday evening, the 15th
March, in the Church Society’s House, Phillip-
street

MISSION TO SEAMEN — The Chapter of the
Rural Deanery of Balmain brought under the
notice of the Bishop, some months ago, the
necessity of making some special provision for
the spiritual needs of the seamen belonging to
our Church, who in such large numbers visit
our port. An effort was made to get
subscriptions from each city and suburban
parish in aid of the stipend of an ordained
missionary, who, it was hoped, would be Mr.
Shearstone, so favourably known for his
zealous and successful labours for the welfare
of sailors both of the naval and mercantile
marine. A small, and altogether inadequate,
sum was collected, and the proposed Church
of England Mission to Seamen seemed to be as
far off initiation as if it had never been thought
of. Our readers will be glad to hear that, at the
instance of the Dean and Rev. R. L. King, the
Rural Dean of Balmain, the matter has been
taken up by the Committee of the Church
Society, which has appointed a sub-commiitee
to consider the best steps to be taken for
forming the mission, and for securing the
permanent and undivided services of Mr.
Shearstone, who is now a gratuitous labourer
in a cause to which, we understand, he will be
quite willing wholly to devote himself. We
trust that the sub-committee will take up the
matter with all the spirit and energy that its
importance demands, and ere long the neglect
of our sailor members by the Church in this
city will be a thing of the past.

¢
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First Visit to
Protestant
Country

The Church Society said that it
viewed the Pope’s visit to Britain in
1982 with some concern.

It recognised that the invitation
had been made by the Roman
Catholic college of bishops, but it
“viewed with concern’” the news that
the Pope and Cardinal Hume had
expressed the hope that the visit
would have an ecumenical
dimension, and that a pilgrimage to
Canterbury was planned.

Church Society is of the opinion
that if the Queen meets the Pope
“protocol should not allow any
secular aspect of the visit to
compromise the Sovereign’s position
as Supreme Governor of the Church
of England as by law established”

Church Society believes that it is
significant that when Cardinal Hume
addressed the General Synod of the
Churth of England on February 1,
1978 he stated that it would be of
deep concern “were the Anglican
Communion to proceed further with
the ordination of women without
taking very seriously the position of
the Roman Catholic Church;’ and
that “intercommunion as an
expression of unity must be based on
a common faith which for him
contains belief in the special role of
Peter!’

It was also significant, Church
Society added, and it needed
emphasising, that this would be the
first time a Pope would be visiting a
Protestant country.

Support
Zimbabwe
ACC Tells PM

The political stability of Zimbabwe
is at risk if the Australian
Government does not increase its aid
commitment to the newly
independent nation, according to
Miss Jean Skuse, General Secretary of
the Australian Council of Churches.

Miss Skuse has written to Prime
Minister Fraser saying: “Failure by the
international community to respond
to assist postwar reconstruction and
resettlement will result in widespread
famine and the danger of political
instability.”

The Australian Government has
indicated that it will provide $10
million over the next three years, an
amount Miss Skuse believes is totally
inadequate. “In the light of the
importance of Zimbabwe's political
future for the whole of Africa, and
the critical economic situation, the
Australian Council of Churches urges
you to lift the level of aid from the
present $3 million per year,” Miss
Skuse concluded.

Force Ten

Great
translator dies

The international translation
coordinator for Wycliffe Bible
Translators, Dr. John Beekman, died
suddenly on August 10 in the U.S.A,

He developed various techniques
to improve and accelerate the
translation process. He spent much
of his time conducting workshops
and seminars in most of the 38
countries in which Wycliffe
translators serve.

Dr. Beekman is well-known to
Christians in Australia and New
Zealand through the film ‘Survivor
No. 3’ and the book ‘The Man with
the Noisy Heart'.

In 1955 Dr. Beekman was the third
man in the world to have an artificial
valve inserted into his heart. He was
not expected to survive more than a
few years. But since then his
scholarship has represented one of
the greatest single contributions to
Bible translation work in this century

Martyrs’ build
up Church’ —
Iran

‘““We are not afraid of martyrdom,
because it builds up the Church!’
Hassan Dehgani-Tafti, Bishop of the
Anglican Church in Iran, was
speaking at a press conference
organised by the Overseas
Department of the Protestant Church
in Germany.

In his opinion, the attacks on his
Church are not part of a systematic
persecution of Christians initiated by
the government of Iran, but actions
of different extremist Moslem groups
which were opposed to the Anglican
Church before the Revolution.

In steps of
Elvis. ..

Elvis Presley’s stepbrother, Rick
Stanley, was among guest speakers at
the Christian Holiday Crusade at
Butlin's Filey holiday camp
(September 13-20).

Mr. Stanley addressed a young
people’s meeting at the beginning of
the week before starting off on his
nationwide tour with the Don
Summers organisation talking about
his relationship with the late rock
and roll king and about his own
conversion to Christianity.
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Old Friends meet, miles away
from their homes

in Bible Society work in their respective countries of Lebanon and Pakistan.

They were speaking at the ‘World
Missions in the Eighties'. The
Reverend Accad who is now working
with Moslems shared experiences of
his different evangelistic approach
which has been well received by
Moslems

Next issue the Record will carry a
full interview with Mr. Accad on a

method that is culturally acceptable
in parts of the Islamic world, but is
basically misinterpreted by
Westerners, He argues we need to
know how Moslems respond,
especially when Australian Christians
must take responsibility for 250,000
Moslems who are now Australian
Christians’ responsibility because
they are Australian citizens

Independent Order of
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Dr. Kung to St.
Paul’s

Dr. Hans Kung, the controversial
Roman Catholic theologian who was
censured by the Vatican last
December and deprived of his right
to teach, is to visit England this
autumn. He will lecture in St. Paul’s
Cathedral, Lonuon, on November 18.

The late Dr. Geoffrey Lampe, who
expressed the reaction of a number
of Anglican theologians at the time of
Dr. Kung’s disciplining by the Vatican
when he said: “This reminds us what
along way there is to go before there
can be a chance of unity!”

Dr. Kung, who has been in conflict
with the Vatican over a number of
years, has declared, among other
things, his conscientious objections
to the doctrine of papal infallibility.
He lost his position as an official
Catholic theologian last December,
as well as his right to teach at
Tubingen.

The World Council of Churches
expressed its intention of raising the
issue with Rome. A WCC statement
on the disciplining of Dr. Kung said
that the issue of the authority of the
Church had become a most sensitive
point in ecumenical discussions.

Mittagong

BILL WORNER PTY. LTD.
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WHAT A WESRLE

The Church as
Community |

Lesley Hicks

In our church (St. Paul’s Chatswood)
and many others on this side of the
Harbour, the programme of the
Northside Reachout is under way. Itis
planned to culminate in a Leighton
Ford Crusade at the St. lves
Showground in March 1982, but
already much is happening by which
we in the churches seek to deepen
and strengthen our corporate life.
Our evangelistic witness must be part
and parcel of a lifestyle that rings true
to the gospel.

A number of churches have begun
to study the course “In the Spirit of
Love”. We worked through it last
year, after the Graham Crusade, and
found it applied the Scriptures in a
way which probed and challenged,
exposed and encouraged us. Its
comprehensive provision for four
levels of study — personal, family,
small groups and sermon teaching —
was especially helpful. | was
challenged afresh to think about the
church as the community of God's
people in this place.

| have a vision of our churches in
the eighties as warmly supportive
communities living out the gospel in
striking contrast to the surrounding
deserts of broken relationships, and
attracting refugees from those
deserts. It is happening, though the
dryness may be found in the hearts
of Christians too. So long as we are
lazy and undisciplined, unforgiving,
too selfish to reach out to others, or
too willing to excuse our outright
disobedience, we will only give
scope to the critics and cynics both
within and outside our churches to
tear us apart. Only as we allow the
Holy Spirit full control of our
surrendered lives will the longed-for
goals of Christian living be worked
out in practice.

GOALS

This year we participated in
another recommended Reachout
course, the Congregational Goals
Discovery Plan, and found that too a
valuable exercise, though we had to
clear away or adapt some American
cultural features.

Among the goals we set ourselves
for 1980-81 were these:
1) To develop the congregation’s
prayer life by:—

(a) partnership prayer, (b) groups,
small and large, (c) teaching and
workshops

2) To get more individual
involvement in reaching out and
discipling.
3) to meet the needs of the lonely, by
various means!’

The three continuing goals we
spelt out in relation to the wider
community were:

1). Making Christ known through
the gospel, which meets people at
their deepest point of need.

2) Conveying practically the love of
Chirist to the community, and

3) Developing a Christ-like lifestyle
which speaks of Him to the
unbelievers in the community!’

INTO PRACTICE

Now we are finding, in answer to a
rising tide of prayer, the ways God
would have us work out these goals
in detail and in practice. For instance,
it looks as though a full-time youth
worker from our membership will be
working amongst some of the tough,
alienated and needy kids in the area,
the unemployed and the truants, and
those from migrant families.

The church does seem to be
growing in numbers, and that's
exciting. It's vital that we grow all the
more in grace, in commitment to the
Lord and each other, and with some
kind of cell-group structure to avoid
the danger of our becoming
increasingly impersonal and
unwieldy, with people lost in the
crowd instead of becoming part of
the family, the body of Christ in this
place.

One of the prayers in the
Reachout’s monthly prayer calendar
runs thus: “Pray for people in your
church who need special love
comfort, healing, attention. Ask for
an outpouring of His love on each
person in your church family.
Mention three or four by name!’

THE CASUALTIES

Thinking of some, | am painfully
aware that within our parish, and no
doubt every parish, there are
individuals and families so troubled
that no net we spread ever seems
adequate to catch them as they fail
and fall. Marriage casualties, youth
rebellion, mental and physical iliness
— all seem to need a level of
counselling and support, discipline
and direction that not even the best
organised, most spiritual and most
caring of normal churches can
provide

For this reason | am most
interested to read about and to see
for myself some of the churches
which have become communities in
a more literal sense. | intend to write
about them in the next “What a
World".

Free Church
leaders “our
Archbishop”

The Archbishop of Canterbury,
speaking at a dinner held in his
honour by the Free Church Federal
Council of London last week, made it
plain that any form of Christian unity
must encompass the Free Church
tradition.

And, addressing more than fifty
Free Church leaders, Dr. Runcie listed
three “powerful strands” in that
tradition which he said had
contributed to the richness and
strength of our Christian heritage.

First came the vital ingredients of
personal commitment to Christ.
Secondly the Free Churches had an
honourable tradition of claiming the
whole of life for Christ, fighting

injustice and campaigning for social
justice. Thirdly, there was the
independent spirit that made for true
faith.

The covenant, the Primate told his
audience, would test us all greatly.
He could never be united “if | must
believe what | dishelieve”. But the
really creative ecumenical figures
were never traitors to truth, and the
differences of belief now ran through
and not between denominations.
Intellectual disagreement was not the
main cause of division, and people
separated in theology could find
unity in prayer and worship.

Sir Cyril and Lady Black, of the
Baptist Church, were host and
hostess. And the Rev. Arthur
Macarthur, Moderator of the Free
Church Federal Council, welcomed
Dr. Runcie as “our Archbishop”,
saying that he was recognised as the
public representative of God in the
life of the nation.
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She built her future on shattered dreams.

Starring

JONI EARECKSON

as herself

JAY W MACINTOSH-

A WORLD WK ACIUA S win

1R ACORSON

ACCOUNTANT
FOR PUBLIC PRACTICE

A Christian graduate accountant, with
membership in either ASA or ICA, aged
about 30 years, preferably married, with a
minimum of 5 years experience in public
accountancy practice, required to manage a
small practice in Parramatta area from about
March 1981

Applicant must be competent in all areas
of accounting and tax practice, must be self-
motivated, and be prepared to work towards
practice growth

Only those prepared to make the appoint
ment a long term career need apply

Salary on appointment wiil be $18000 to
$20000, or maybe higher if necessary to
attract the right person, and increases will bé
based upon increases in fees. There should
be job satisfaction and potential for high
earnings and eventual part or full ownership
of the practice

Applications to Box 130
Church Record

) HEAT AEMSEN - KATHERINE DE HETRE - COOPER HUCKABEE + JONN MILFOR @
R A\

LOUISE HOVEN * MICHAEL MANCINI + CLOYCE MORROW

Screenplay by James F. Collier

Based on the best-selling book, | . by Joni Eareckson with Joe Musser
d

NOW SHOWING
LYCEUM SYDNEY-FORUM ADELAIDE

COMMENCING OCT. 31
TOWER NEWCASTLE-TOWN WOLLONGONG

FOR RELEASE EARLY 1981 MELB. BRIS. PERTH

IMPACT BOOKSHOP

For largest selection of Theological
B ks
licrature and Cassette Lectures
Church Bookstalls and House Party
Acounts Arranged

(ontact Charles Mann
(*Aanager)

together with General

Telephone (02) 51 2225

.00k for the NEW Shop-front
ear Queen Street

MOORE COLLEGE
8 King Street 7

Newtown 2042 7‘.(
/ o 0

H.M.S.
WOMEN'S

Donation $2.50

Donation $6.00

AUXILIARY

COFFEE_MORNING at TEE JAY'S ANTIQUES
Monday, JOth November 10.30 a.m.

98 Sydney Street, Willoughby

THANKSGIVING DINNER at C.M.S. Conference Room, 93 Bathurst St., Sydney
Friday, 14th November 6.30 p.m.

Family, husbands and friends welcome
® Musical items @

For further details please phone Diana Stein, 20642 ext. 338

R.S.V.P. 3.11.80

R.S.V.P.3.11.80

NORTHERN
“SALT & LIGHT
The Impact of True Discipleship

University of New England,
Armidale, N.S.W.

January, 22nd-26th, 1981

Rev. Dudiey Foord
information:
P.O. Box 379,
Baulkham Hills 2153
Phone: (02) 639 9000

THE NAVIGATORS SUMMER CONFERENCES

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
Skip Gray

SOUTHERN
FOLLOWING AND SERVING
CHRIST"

A disciple who is a follower
A labourer who is a true servant
Monash University

January, 16th-19th, 1981

Rev. Alan Webb
Information
369 Thompsons Road,
Lower Templestowe

Phone: (03) 850 1957

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little

19 Barden Street,
Arncliffe 2205

Phone: 599 7348

CLASSIFIE

Classified advertisements may be left at the office or phoned
fo 264 8349 up to noon 14 days befor date of publication.
Charge is 15¢ per word with a minimum charge of $3.40.

Interstate Services

PERTH: St Alban's, 423 Beaufort Street. Service: 9.30 a.m
Rector: Rev Ken Mcintyre. All welcome

COORPARQO: St. Stephen's, Brisbane, Crn Cuvendish and
Chatsworth Roads. Visitors welcome. 7 .30am and 9am Holy
Communion. 7pm Sunday at Seven. Rector: Rev Ken Baker

Miscellaneous

STUDY the whole Bible. 2 yr corr course Aust and O'seas.
Prospectus from Registrar, C of E Bible College, PO Box 41
Roseville 2069

Wanted to Buy

Hints & Helps to Bible Interpretations’” by Dr. Robert Young
and any material by Dr. Joseph Parker. Phone 476 4447

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country & Interstate

G. & C. DREW
PTY LTD

(Established 1946)
Neo connection in any way with firms of
similar name

68 Smiths Ave., Hurstville 2220
Telephone: £0 8366
After Hours: 53 7377, 605 3690

FREE A .

This seryice to readers is a form of free advertising. A person
wishing to buy or sell anything can place a Iree advertisement
of up to three lines

If the advertissment is successful, the advertiser is asked to
pay The Church Record 10 per cent of the value of the sale
price, up to a maximum of $10 per advertisement

The service is know: as FREE AD and runs on an honour
system. The advertiser will be responsible for forwarding to
The Church Record office what is owing

FOR SALE: 11 ft Mirror Sailing Dinghy. Good stable family
boat very good condition. $650. Phone Wade 502 4043

FOR SALE 50 copies Australian Prayer'Book (New): $5 40
each. Proceeds to Church with heavy debts. The Rev. John
Bunyan, P.O. Box 9, Chester Hill

FRANK AKEHURST

SUITE 1, 6th FLOOR
THE NATIONAL BUILDING
250 PITT ST, SYDNEY, 2000

PHONE 264 6368

Specialists in High Quality Hand-crafted
Jewellery, Competitive Prices

* Old Jewellery Refashioned ® Will make to

order — your design ® Diamond and

Sapphire Rings at 1978 prices ® Continen-

tal Gold and Silver Chains and Bracelets ®

Christian Fish symbol in 9ct Gold and

Silver Pendants, Tie Tacks and Lapel Pins
® Insurance Valuations

REMOVALS
Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable

SMITH OWENS SERVICE
9 PIONEER AVE, THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

Insure church property with the

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
INSURANCE CO
OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED
(INC IN NSW)

Because

1. The company is wholy owned by the
Dioceses of the Churh of England and it
operates entirely for the benefit of the
Church.

2. Our re-insuring companies are among
the strongest in the world.

3. Claims, both large and small, are dealt
with promptly

4. Church property worth more than
$65,000,000 is insured with this company

5. Classes of insurance undertaken
include FIRE (with extension to storm
and tempest, earthquake, etc, if
required). MOTOR CAR, PUBLIC RISKS
Plate Glass and BURGLARY

Honorary Directors:
E. N. MILLNER, FCA (Chairman)
W. M. COWPER
C. RAINS, FCA
K. B. PRICE, MA (Oxon)
VenC. A. GOODWIN, MBE
I. M. ACKERY

Suite 225/226
“Wingello' House
Angel Place, Sydney, 2000
Phone: 233 3896

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL

(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road, Greenwich

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake
specialised medical and nursing care of
chronically ill patients of any age,
nationality or religious faith

These hospitals are co-operating with
certain generai hospitals in the
retraining of eligible patients to return to
their normal environment (home, etc).

Your help is urgently needed for our
immediate and future needs, including
the rehabilitation units at each hospital.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL

All donations over $2 are allowable
deductions for income tax purposes.

For further information phone or write to
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
NSW, 2049
Teiephone: 560 3866

In the last two issues | have discussed
the way in which many of the factors
which can strengthen family life can
become destructive factors under
certain conditions. A strength
becomes weakened if it is taken for
granted, or if the effort required to
take advantage of it is not
forthcoming.

The characteristics of a Christian
family include spiritual factors which
should determine that family’s
strength and ability to satisfy its
members. However, even spiritual
factors can be taken for granted and
many Christian families become
seriously threatened by the
corruption of Biblical principles.
Consider these two examples of the
point I'm seeking to make.

First, the Bible views the
relationship between husband and
wife as parallel to that of the Church
and Christ. That is, love is to be
expressed in sacrifice and in
continuing commitment (Ephesians
4:21-33). When a married couple
operate on this basis they submit
themselves to one another (v. 21) in
their love for one another. The key to
a complex and difficult passage like
this is at the beginning of Paul’s train
of thought: “. . . a life controlled by
love, just as Christ loved us and gave
his life for us, as a sweet-smelling
offering and sacrifice that pleases
God”, (v. 2) The commitment of the
married couple is to be a reflection
of Christ’s love. He meets us at our
point of need and provides the

resources and the means of satisfying
these needs even though it called for
sacrifice. Just as Christ has loved and
served us as the Church (by giving
Himself up for us, by consecrating us
and by cleansing us) so we are to
serve one another as husband and
wife,

Christ is not only our model for
such a relationship, we are also
assured of God's guidance and
strength to enable us to exercise it.
Here we have a clear strength
associated with the Christian
marriage relationship. So what can go
wrong? And why does it often
appear that Christian couples fail to
serve one another effectively?

Things begin to go wrong when, we
take for granted that Christian marital
relationships will operate in this way.
We may be commanded by God to
love and serve one another and we
may be intellectually committed to
this as a Biblical principle (together
with many others which could also
be discussed in a longer treatment of
the topic) but the acknowledgement
of acommand and a belief that it is
the right command, does not equal
obedience in action.

Far too many Christians are
obsessed with simply knowing the
nature of the rules and principles
without ever strongly attempting to
put them into action. It takes effort to
serve. The mere expectation that it
should take place is not enough, that
is only the beginning. Expectations

T UNDERSTAND EACH “*THER

Families at Risk: Spiritual Strengths and Human Weaknesses Part 3

“Knowledge to do what is right does not equal obedience in action” Dr. Alan Craddock

alone can generate considerable
frustration. One person can become
so preoccupied with their
expectation that their needs should
be met that they take for granted
their partner’s satisfaction.

The problems begin when
attention turns from our partner and
we become more sensitive to our
own needs and frustrations rather
than those of our partner. Self-less
service and commitment turns into
selfish introspection. Instead of
concentrating upon what we can
give our partner we focus upon what
we believe we should be receiving
from them. Service is no longer seen
as an expression of love to be
directed to another, but as a right
which one is being denied. A
potential strength has been
transformed into a significant
weakness.

When this situation occurs it is
usually fair to assume that both
partners have failed to meet one
another’s needs. Perhaps one is more
to blame or more insensitive than the
other, but the solution lies in a
change of attitude on the part of
both persons. They both need to see
that love is best expressed in
sensitively appropriate service which
is given and received. They also need
to see that Christ is not only the
model for this activity but a source of
strength and guidance for
implementing it.

A second example involves the
parent-child relationship. The Biblical

model is one of parental
responsibility and authority. The
child is commanded to obey and the
parent to act lovingly and
responsibly (Ephesians 6:1-4). This
model, if adopted in the spirit of
loving service, is clearly a potential
strength for the Christian family. But
things often go wrong at this point.
Instead of parental authority
originating in the parent’s own
obedience to God, the parent can
become obsessed with the child’s
violation of rules created not by God
but at the whim of a harsh and
punitive parent. This then becomes
weakly and falsely justified in the
name of the Biblical principle —
children are to obey because it is
right to do so

The spiritual factor has become
corrupted by the parent and has
been relegated to a mere justification
for parental bullying. Parental
authority has been turned into a final
authority, an end in itself, rather than
as an authority subject to the higher
authority of God.

These two examples indicate some
of the ways in which we can corrupt
Biblical concepts which have great
potential for strengthening family
life. In their corrupted form they
cease to be truly spiritual factors. The
divine ingredient becomes
eliminated and human weaknesses
replace it. The strengths are thereby
transformed into serious weaknesses
which are all too apparent in many
Christian families today.

WOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS
Phones:
Metropolitan (All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba 82 2411

SUPER DISCOUNTS

/ THIS IS A NO
LIMIT OFFER!

This offer applies to all our book
record and cassette stock
t

THIS IS HOW
YOU JOIN! x
C.M.S. BOOKSHOP

SYDNEY NOWRA LAUNCESTON  BATHURST BRISBANE

93 Bathurst Street 102 Kinghorn 94 St. John Street  Churct et 468 Ann Street
N.SW. 2000 Street TAS 7250 NSW 2 QLD. 4000
CANBERRA NSW. 2640 WOLLONGONG PARRAMATTA  MELBOURNE

47 East Row KATOOMBA 67 Church Street  Railway Arcade 2089 Fhinders Lane
ACT 2601 285 Main Street NS W 2500 NSW 2150 VIC. 3000

NSW
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\ Biography of -
MAN WARREN
- E.W. Dillistone -

F. W. Dillistone: Into
All The World, A
Biography of Max
Warren

Hodder and Stoughton,
pp. 251. $26.95 hard cover

This book supplements Max Warren's
own autobiography which was
published under the title, Crowded
Canvas. The latter set out to trace his
own inner spiritual experience and
development; and it did so with
frankness and charm. Dillistone’s
book is a more objective assessment
of Max Warren’s movement of
thought, missionary vision and
literary achievement.

Canon Warren greatly admired two
men in the history of the Evangelical
movement, viz,, Charles Simeon and
Henry Venn the Younger. He was

BOOK RBEVIEWS

himself Vicar of Simeon'’s parish of
Holy Trinity, Cambridge; he
organised the Simeon Centenary; and
he stimulated articles and studies on
Simeon'’s life and work. Then he sat in
Henry Venn's chair as General
Secretary of the Church Missionary
Society; he was an ardent student of
Henry Venn's principles and policies;
and he published a major book on
Henry Venn. Like Simeon, he was to
exercise more influence in the
Church of England than many a
bishop. Like Venn in the 19th century,
he was to be the outstanding C.M.S.
Secretary in the 20th century.

Canon Warren was a missionary at
heart all his life. He was always
forward-looking, even daring, in his
attempt to relate the Gospel to the
post-colonial world. He was an
inveterate traveller, a voluminous
reader, and almost a compulsive
writer. His CM.S. News Letter
became an exceptionally influential
organ for his missionary thinking. He
had great personal charm and was
always sought after by people in
need of support or counsel. Through
friendship and hospitality, he
touched a host of young and old. He
was a great encourager and helped
many to find their feet.

Canon Warren always thought of
himself as an Evangelical among
Evangelicals. Dillistone however
makes it perfectly clear that Canon
Warren identified himself with the
Liberal rather than the Conservative
Schooi of thought. This perhaps was
characteristic of the circle of friends
among whom he was a leader. They
were remarkable men: F. D. Coggan,
Stephen Neil, Bryan Green, Douglas
Webster, and many others.

This book will be read with great
interest by those who are committed
to the Church Missionary Society or
who are students of 20th Century
Church History. It should not be read
apart from Crowded Canvas, but it is
an excellent supplement.

M.L.L.

A Fount Ovigina?

Christianity and
other Religions

Edited by John Hick and Brian
Hebblethwaite

Fount Paperbacks, Great
Britain 1980 pp. 253 £1.50

There is a seemingly endless spate of
books on religions, written from
nearly every angle. Books on this
subject must be selling (&t least |
hope so having just written one!)
And the varying approaches are a
sure indicator of the many
viewpoints that exist.

This book is a collection of
viewpoints, It examines Christianity
and the Religions, swinging wildly

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, OCTOBER 20, 1980 — 7

between the two poles of “religious
pluralism’” and “Christian
absolutism”. John Hick as an editor
and a contributor (and known also
for his part in the book The Myth of
God Incarnate) naturally enough is a
firm advocate of advanced pluralism.
But Karl Barth in thunderous tones
denies “that any religion is true”” and
makes his well-known (and | believe
legitimate) distinction between
religion and revelation. And in
between these two poles are the
other contributors some leaning to
this side, some to that. Perhaps of
special interest are the Roman
Catholic contributions (including
some thoughts on the subject by
Vatican I, and some more thinking
on the true nature of dialogue

_ between the faiths.

| must confess that the book does
not really satisfy me, but | would
have to admit to being pretty
conservative about the whole matter.
The Hick line seems quite beyond
the fringe of the Christian position;
the Barth line appeals more but
perhaps needs a little softening at its
rougher edges. As for dialogue — |
am all for that, but why must it all get
so abstruse? | like the idea that we
must approach others as persons and
not as “labels”, e.g. Hindu, Catholic
or even agnostic. But, as Brian
Hebblelthwaite reminds us “one of
the questions which this collection is
bound to raise in readers’ minds is
whether it is possible to sustain an
open and creative dialogue without
going all the way with . .. Hick |
believe we can, but | am not too sure
that this book is the one that will
help us do it.

David Hewetson




Australian Leaders Also Admit
“Interest Waning in Missions for
Full Time Service”

Bob Hiley discussing the problems of “career missionaries” with Arthur C ollins (left) of the Evangelical Missionary

Alliance (N.SW.) and Brian Gesling, Christian Literature ( rusade’s national director.

“The drop in the number of ‘career
missionaries’ in the U.S.A. and the
UK. is a cause of concern)’ said Mr
Hiley, Research secretary of Christian
Literature Crusade now seconded to
Evangelical Missionary Alliance in the
United Kingdom, in Sydney recently

The Unchanged Commission; the
Unreached People; the Unresponsive
Churches; the Unmistakeable
Urgency; the Unmet need; were the
issues. “We in missions must press
forward — in urgency! Too many
mission centres are staffed by only
one worker. That worker is, in many
cases, a lone woman — to our
shame!”

On the subject of ‘closed doors
examples quoted were of China,
previously closed but now open, and
iran, formerly open and now closed!

“The mission field has now come to
us! In Britain, 300 Moslem Mosques
are now operating, while in the U.S.A.
many thousands are turning to
Islam!’

During the question time, Mr. Hiley
turned to the audience and asked
mission leaders about the interest
being shown in their work these
days. Most admitted that interest was
waning, especially for full time
service

However, workers amongst
Kampuchean and Vietnamese
refugees in Sydney told of increasing
opportunities and the need for
literature in the various languages.

The need of missionary work is still
the same. Whether the problem is
that of communication or the

provocative

every two weeks.

The Australian 5¢

Subscription for 12 months' issues
Post coupon to The Church Record Ltd, Square Level, St Andrew's House, Sydney
Square, Sydney, NSW, 2000.

The Australian Church Record has been bringing the news
on Church affairs for 100 years, 1880-1980

an independent

evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church news from Australia and overseas

Become; a subscriber now through our special introductory offer: $6 for 12
months' issues (Normal Subscription $10). Theological Students $4.
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spiritual response of the individual,
there are still millions waiting to hear
the Good News, and Mr. Hiley has
provided much food for thought.

Condemnation
of High Court
decision

A call to the Attorney General of
NSW to ensure that persons under
the influence of drink or drugs could
not commit criminal or civil offences
with impunity was made by the
Standing Committee of the Diocese
of Sydney at its meeting on Monday
August 25.

The decision of the High Court
reported in the Sydney Morning
Herald on June 2, 1980 was noted
and the committee recorded its
support for the statement attributed
to Mr. Justice Gibbs that “the law
would afford quite inadequate
protection to the individual and
would rightly be held in contempt, if
persons completely under the
influence of drink or drugs could
commit crimes with impunity’

APS

S.AM.S.
Southern
States
Secretary

The South American Missionar
Society has announced the
appointment of the Rev. Ale
Marrisby as Southern States
Secretary of S.A.M.S. Australasia

Besides Parish experience
Morrisby comes to the Society with

e

wide experience in administrative
and deputation ministry on behalf of
various missionary bodies, includii
C.M.S., Wycliffe Bible Translators and
more recently, the Bible Society. As a
member for many years he has
shown interest in the work of the
Society. Alex and his wife, Frances
will live in Melbourne where is
take up his appointment on 1st
October

h

to

On Holiday — To Carry Bags for

Others

Doug and Marie Lawrence were on hand at Mascot Airport, Sydney, to welcome
Doug and Daphne Gibb on their arrival.

Doug Gibb is in Australia, not only on holidays, but also to establish a
national administrative headquarters for Walk Thru the Bible ministries. He will
relieve the two Australian instructors, Garry Coleman and Doug Lawrence of

administrative work.

On his arrival he said, “I have come, simply to carry the bags of these two
men. In this way they will be free to conduct the increasing number of seminars,

without the hassles of office work!’

The Australian
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CUSTOMS
DEPARTMENT

RULES
Sunday Schools
No Longer

Educational
Institutions

A directive from the Central Office
of the Customs Department, dated
May 1980, reclassifies Sunday Schools
and will result in a sharp increase in
importing charges for visual
materials. Consequently, some items
will cost considerably more.

The directive states: “Sunday
Schools are no longer to be
considered as a school or
educational institution’

When questioned on this matter,
the Collector of Customs
representative, Mr. J. Puren explained
that this means material previously
imported under “item 22" will no
longer be granted such an exemption
from import duty

Mr. Bill Dalrymple of Christian
Press, said that this means 35% duty
and a steep increase in price for any
visual materials not in book form.
Prices could rise as much as 50%!

“It's not so much the financial
situation;’ said Mr. Dalrymple, “but
rather the way in which Sunday
Schools are no longer regarded as
‘educational institutions’. This is a
subtle encroachment and needs to
be guarded against’

Mr. Puren explained that if it can
be proven that similar materials
cannot be produced here, or are not
already available, then
reconsideration will be given, to any
written complaint

The regulation does not apply to
supplies ordered before May 1980,
but will have quite an effect on
teaching materials for a type of work
not regarded as “important teaching”
and necessary for the growing young
of this Nation.

Ramon Williams
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is now a carpenters workshop.
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This Khmer Evangelical Church in “Kampuchea Vietnam” street in Phnom Penh
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Open to
Gospel when
all crumbles

With everything else crumbling
around them, many young people in
Uganda's secondary schools have
responded to the Gospel and
committed their lives to Christin
recent months

Warren Nyamugasira gave this
news when he arrived in England
recently for further training at All
Nations Christian College. For the last
two and a half years, and amidst the
turmoil of war and confusion, Warren
has been a SU schools travelling
secretary in his own country. He
joined the Scripture Union staff after
completing his degree in economics
at Makerere University

He reports that the great majority
of Uganda's secondary schools — 170
of them — have SU groups and that
they have continued to meet and to
grow numerically and spiritually
during the troubles of the last 18
months. Some are led by Christian
teachers, others by students

To visit them, Warren has travelled
on the backs of lorries where
passengers are, as he says, “packed
like bananas”. He often had to walk
the last four or five miles to a school
— with a pack on his back — and
often a box of Christian literature on
his head.

On arrival, he was able to speak
about Christ either to a voluntary
meeting or to the whole school and
to have time afterwards for personal
counselling for Christian
commitment,

As for Christian literature in
Uganda “everything available is
always sold out”. The problem is
distribution and lack of transport. But
at the moment, circulations of SU
Bible reading notes in Uganda total
12,000 and there are also 24,000 Bible
readings cards produced in seven
vernacular languages.

Prior to the fighting there were 5000 members. Only four ministers survived Pol
Pot, and of these three have since fled to Thailand. Prior to July, 1980, there were
five Christian communities meeting in Phnom Penh; since then, pressure from
the authorities has reduced this to one, and this meets in private homes. The
Church’s four smaller buildings, snuggling between shops and houses were not
razed, but cannot be used. One is too near the Vietnamese compound for
security, the second is used by the Vietnamese army, a third is a warehouse, and
the fourth is used as a carpenter’s workshop. The Church is now seeking official

recognition. At present it is ignored.
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A Moslem to the Moslems

Rev. Fouad Accad discussing points in the Koran with Marist Samosir (ieft) from
Medan, North Sumatera, and Pelin Kabaran, a Turkish Cypriot. Both are students
at the Sydney Missionary and Bible College C roydon, where Mr. Accad has
presented a series of lectures on evangelizing moslems.

If Paul became a Jew to the Jews, and
a Gentile to the Gentiles, what does
it mean to become a Moslem to the
Moslems in order to win some? Dr
Accad a pastor in Lebanon and
convert from Roman Catholicism
asked in a recent interview with the
Church Record

"The Western way of doing
missionary work among the Moslems
in some instances has been severely
shackled by an outdated and
basically insensitive approach to the
social context in which converts must
live!

‘Why shouldn’t a convert from
Islam still observe the month of
fasting before the Feast of Ramadan?
The NI. teaches about fasting which
few Western Christians observe. Why
should a convert not pray five times
a day like those about him? Is it really
wrong for a convert to pray in the
mosque? Early christians went into
the synagogue and the temple to
pray? In a hostile community shouid
we compel a convert to be baptised?
Is it really necessary, given the
attitudes of Moslems to the complete
alienation from the community that
baptism creates? Why not leave his
relation with his family and friends in
tact for his witness sake?

“These questions are not simply
theoretical. You have a vast shift in
the Islamic and Christian balances. In
the Arab world preferences are being
given to Christians over against
Maoslems in the development
projects where skilled workers are
required. Christians remain neutral
on the issues on the divisive issues of
the Islamic Middle East. There are at
present three million Christians
working in Islamic countries on these
projects. That provides an
unprecedented opportunity.

Photo: Ramon Williams

There has also been a change in
the number of Moslems living in
Western Countries. In UK. 1 million,
France 2 million, Germany 1 million
and Australia ¥ million. Unless the
Church here in Australia are
committed to a form of apartheid,
then there is the Great Commission
and a need for a sensitive approach
to Moslems on the basis of friendship
and neighbourliness. | get the feeling
that white Australians do not like
Moslems. Is it because many are
Lebonese, or because of a basic
antagonism Christianity in the past
has reinforced against Moslems?”

“The gulf in reaching a Moslem is
not as great as Western people have
been led to believe. Apart from a
converted life, a Christian lifestyle
and genuine friendship, there is the
clear teaching about the Bible in the
Koran. “The Koran confirms the
Scriptures which came before it and
stands as a guardian over them ., We
sent forth Jesus, the son of Mary,
confirming the Torah already
revealed, and gave him the Gospel, in
which there is guidance and light,
corroborating that which was
revealed before it in the Torah, a
guide and an admonition to the
righteous”. A1-Ma'ida — the Table
5:47-48. That is a better bridge than
Paul had in preaching to the pagans
in Athens. Will Australian Christians
seize the opportunity? he concluded.

Dr Accad was a guest lecturer at
the Sydney and Missionary Bible
College.
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