AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WONEN INe.o%. STATEZ UNIR

Einutes of the Council Xeeting, held at 2:2 Pitt St. Sydnmey

on ilonday,20 August,15.0.

Openinge The meeting opened ot 11 a.me with the Fresid.nt, Krs.lajor

Joan Tong in the Chair.

VWeloomes were extended to new merbers, li:s Doris Haberfield delegate

from the Seven Hills~Toongabbie Lrunch and to Mrs Colonel
wine Williams attending her first Council meeting as a
delegate from tlhe Salvation Armye.

The meeting was pleased to welcome back after her holiday,
Xirs Nell Lewis.

fhose present as recorded in the Attendance Book were 47 and there were

11 apologles recorded. A specisl greeting to the Council was
received with her apology from i.rs. Col. idna Dsker, at present
overseiuSe

Devotions were conducted by Buptist delegute Liions Shirley wells. Thkis

92 exr

GeKele

was the first occasion when o member of the Lxecutive having
been asked by the President to lead devotions at a Council
meeting had done so. Cther members of ixccutive will also
lead devotions in the months to come,

Kiss Wells took for her subject, 'Cod's Great Gift of julete
ness, reace & Jerenity.' The Bible reading was from Job 34,
verse 24. We were reminded of the welleloved verze 'In
quietness « confldence shall be your strength.'

Prayer completed the devotions.

felieCoConvenor Lrs rPatricia Burke was iniroduced as the
mornin:'c specicl speucker. It was a pleasure to have Patricia
back with us after her holiday overseas. In introducing her-
self to us, ratricia told us the stor; of her spiritusl life
as wekl as tellirng us about her family and her intcresta.

We leaxrnt that as shie lives out her fzith, our speaker finds
that it brings her joy —-= and lot: of work! It was in studje
ing the scriptures that she found the meaning and motivation
for her involvement in God's work througk the many spheres
open to her. -

Fellowship of the Least Coln wus the subject for the morning's
spesker. In usgin; the well-loved story of the beginnings of
ZeLeCs Patrici: reminded us that this movemmmt for prayer

and reconciliatiocn is primarily that and the collection of
the 'least coins', important a: that is, always comes second
to the dream thuat Shunti Solol.on haud so many years agoe

The Fallowski; of ihe Least Coin priycr completed the segment.
Jeanne Suth erland thinked the gpesker and gave her a gift of
e flowerin; indoor plant.

The 1960 schiolur, iidss Loreen Tic was introduced and welcomed
to the meeting. Mrs Yvonne Davis told us that in a very short
time since her arrival in Sydney, Joreen has endeured herself
to all who hove met her,

Doreesn Tie comes {rom Kuching, Sarawek in llalsysia. Che is the
eldest dauglter of hoer parents, who :ure o teacher(mother) and
an ac.ocuntant(father). Jacqueline, the sister next to her is
studying et Terth University. Curoline is still at home and
alison is a primary school student.

boreen is a menber of the Trinity llethodist Church in Kucling,
& church with 200 members, where zmongot other activities she
is a Ounda; .chool teacher, At school she did well in commerce
& econonics and thought she would like to follow her father
as an accountant, But God challenged her to be a teaches.
ieluctantly she chose to follow this leading and has found in
yielding to God's will that He Las wanted for her all along
the profession where she has found her life's calling.

She works in a school not far from her liome (Kuchinz, while
the capitel of caravak is o small city). There gre 100
intellectually disabled children at this school. whkile a few

of them sre disabled physicelly us well. It is & demanding

jokb, teaching these children, but it ic challenging and revworde
ini;. Doreen shared her philosophy with us, that when life's
problems come to us, it is well not to dwell on them as
probleme, because we only become bogged downe
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A.Cs%We Council Xeeting, 20.8.90 Pgge 3 Hinutes,

the various timetables and the general running of these specizl
schools. She has been the guest of members, karjory Baker and
larie licCann and has enjoyed a trip to the Blue Mountains,
this trip by train.liembers are invited to make arrangements
througch Hational Convenor, Mrs lucelle King if they would like
to offer hospitality to Doreen during Ler time here,
The scholar for 1991 L s been announced. she is Rachel Sobzna
from Indis, & double-~certificated nurse who will study hospitsl
administration. She may study in either Sydpey or ielbourne, as
both citiec have the appropriate courses.
Prgmotigeg. Good FPellowship Lays were reported. Leura Branch
representative reported that they neld s service where there was
a grect atwosphere. Tiis was attributed in part to the order of
service. This branch considered it one of tkhe best services we
hzve hads Lthe service'flowed', lirs Stutchbury encouraged other
branuch represcntatives to persevere with weakx branches. Their
- experience had been to ask the Parich Council of & group in thelr
brench to poy its afiilinztion fec ard to find a representative
when the group had become too small to continue its involvenment.
The Parish Council was bappy to do this and the church haz continm
ued its as.cciation witk the branch.
Council members are encoursased t¢ use speakers at thelr special
days from ouxr published list of Counmcil members willing to be
speakers. lany groups are using people who know litile about
A.L.ue and as a conseguence, those pecple attending the services
are ignorant :Lout F.l.C., T.E.C. and our speclasl appeals.
Chatswood Dranchk wao congratuleted on its Fellowship Zay. Doreen
Tie was present al tlls service.
The Convenor distributed metropoliten parcels of World Community
Lay services. The country services arec to Le posted today.
Branches are to lock at thelr bouudar, lines and are encouraged
to invite womer frou areas near them ulicre it is felt that they
are not included ip a branche There zppear to be no services
Lheld at Lastwood. The ipping ladics would be happy to go as far
as Carliingford to include those women, as well as Lastwood.
Publ;g;§§.The Convenor reported thut Ujdney radio stutiorns had
een contacted witi information gbout :rcllowskip Lay services,
Informuction to hund about VWorld Community Day services (almost a
complete list) has been gsent to cuurch pupers & magazines. She
requires iuput of luformetion frow all lccal .reus. xleuse let
Jeanne know what .Ue.. is doin; in youi area. ue neec to saturcte
local radlo stetionec with our news, tney are always happy to
learr about thin;s in thelr urea. shcre are comnmunity i stations
in many LHyaneye
Gepersl L + 1o Tke President spoke tc the Council about the
tine span ol meetinge. She pointed out trhut we meet as a Council
only seven times each year. (The liay mecting though a service of
worship is regarded ¢s a meeting of the Council.) The mectings
are held in rebruary, sarch, April, June,iugust, September and
Noverbere Courcil meciing com.ences at 11 a.me. after morning tes
at 10430uen. we aiw to finish by 12.3Ca.ms but i the mecting
does not finish until 1pe.me, it is still only a tvio hour meeting
in which we deal witlh business matters, receive reports and
usually listen to s guest speaker. iiembers were encouraged to
set aside this timc for Council ueetings, beiny assured that if
it is npecessary sometimes for people to leave the mecting before
its close, we understand and hope thut they will not feel
embarrassed about leavin quietly.Ceveral options for eltering
the tixe span of meetings are bein. considered by Lxecutive &
will be on the ggends for discussion at a special ueeting to be
held witl represertctives of the afiiliuted denominaticns and
organisations, called by the FPresident for Cetober 15,1990,
2. Desconecs Andrews asked for prayer for her as she travels to
South Africs in September/Ceotober to take purt in Anglican Vomen's
Council meetings: there. Deaconess gusked members recuirin: copies




of Uenator kichsel Tate's addrecs st the icumenical Council
service in Parramatta to let ler xnow.

3. The Secretary usked for prayers for iWorld Presideut of liethodis
Women, Krs Zditkh lling, at present visiting Uniting Church
Fellowships in Australia, as she goes to a mecting with
President De Clerk in South Africa.

AeGane Coulcll llecling, 20.80.90 Linvctes. Yape 4

Generel lusinest cont. 3, lrs l.ing is onc of only 5 people tc be

invelved with tide wecting, and she is tlio cnly woran to be sente.
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