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Repentance is not a term we hear often these days because 
the notton is not very congenial. We have dialogue, and we 
have discussion groups and we have group therapy for self 
understanding, but tho suggestion that repentance is what 
we need does not often find expression in modern life. This 
is an indication of how far removed we are from Bible 
ideas, in spite of the fact that we may regard ourselves 
as Bible students, because the need for repentance and 
the injunction to repent occurs constantly from the beqinning 
of the Bible to the end. For example , John the Baptlst's 
message was summed up in the gospels by the phrase ' ~Repent, 
for God ' s sovereign rule ls near" , and to each group that 
came to him he gave the same message that they wore to re . t, 
that is, to change their attitudes and their way of livlnq. 

The cal I for repentance is to be found in the prophets of 
the Old Testament also. They called on their hearers to 
turn, to change their attitude and so t change their 
way of I ife. In the New Testament we find that the 
message of John Captist and of the Old Testament prophets 
wa s the mewsage of Jesus Himself. In ~atthew 4: 17 where 
tho gospel records the beginning of Jesusv ministry we 
read "From that time began Josus to preach and to say 
'Repent, for God's sovereign rule is near '° . The oospels 
sum up Jesus ' message in a sinqle word, VRepent 1 , that is, 
change your mind and so change your way of life. As we 
go on through the New Testament we will find the same 
message. In the first Christian sermon preached by St . 
Peter In Acts 2 in reply to the question of his hearers 
"What sha I I we do?" Peter rep I i ed, "Repentn. This is 
the essential thing. If we turn on to Acts 20 where we 
find the Apostle Paul summarising the whole of his I ife ' ) 
ministry as he talks to the elders of the Church at 
Ephesus, we read that he described his activity in verse 
20 as 'teaching you publicly from house to house, 
testifying both to Jews and Greeks repentance towards 
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God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Chrlst" . When Paul wrote 
to hls friends at Thessalonica he recalled how they turned to 
God from idols. To turn is another word for repent, so again 
the Apostle sums up the Chr!stian life by the concept of 
repentance. St. John in the Book of Reve I at ion, in recording 
Jesus' message to the churches constantly rcmmands his r9aders 
to repent. 

You will see from this brief summary how the message of the Old 
Testament prophets , John the Baptist, Jesus Himself and the 
Apostles Peter, Paul and John are al I summed up by saying that 
they are called for repentance . And again I ask you ta reflect 

9out how deep repentance Ts In your own thinking about 
Ghristianity or in the message that you hoar on Sundays in church. 
Repentance is essential. Why did Jesus, John the 9aptist and 
the Apostles put such stress on repentance? After al I, what did 
their hearers need t o repent about? They were reli gious and 
good living people. The community In whfch Jesus I ived and in 
which the Apostl es were brought up was a good I iving com~unity , 
as moral a community as there has ever been. It was also a very 
reli giously minded community. Re li g ion pervaded every aspect of 
life and was observed with a great deal of zeal, and yet it was to 
these good living and re li q io~s people that Jesus, John the Baptist 
and the Apostles united in addressing the same messagG - the call 
for repentance if they were to escape God's wrath and judgement. 
Is God goinq to deal differently with us or our communfty than what 
Jesus said He was going to deal with the society of His day? The 
Christian church today, quite apart from secular society needs to 
take to heart this cal I for repentance which the Blble unites in 
making . 

----.tat does repentance mean? What was involved when Jesus cal led 
these reli g ious and good I iving ·people to repentance? and when 
John the Baptist and the Apostles did the same? He was calling thElm 
to a radical chanqe of mind - not merely to an improvement here or 
there or being sorry for this or for that fault, but he was calling 
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them to a complete turn round of attitude wtth regard to God 
and with regard to God's relati_on to the world. 

We are cal led to a repentance towards God; to a recognitJon 
that God is sovereign Jn the world. He ts the creator. 
~Jothing happens apart from Him, not even a sparrow fal ts 
to the ground, or an ant walks over a leaf ln the forests 
of the Amazon. Every event is under God's sovereign rule. 
Furthennore, we are cal ted to recognise God's loving 
and righteous providence in the events which hnppen. The 
God who controls even the f lower:-s of the fields and prov1,J1s 
food for the birds of the air~ Js the God in whom we ure .........­
to trust and to honour by trusting In our daify I lfe. 
Trust is action not merely pious thoughts. This involves 
obedience, complete, as Jesus obeyed when he thrust aside 
Peter's wel I meaning but worldt°y · wtse suggestions that Jesus 
should modify His duty and not go up to Jerusalem. Jesus 
trusted God and did what was right without modifying it. 

We are called upon to change our wortd view, and this wilt 
mean a change of values. We are taken up with material 
things but God values fellowship. Fel lowshlp means sharing 
and we are to take the opportunfties that come to us by 
God's providential control of the events of our lives to 
share wfth others not only our tlme and our material · 
resources, · but particularly our know(edge of God and of 
His retatlonshlp to the world, and the salvatTon that ts 
l n Jesus. 

Repentance wlll Tnvolve the seetng of ourselves as wo arf 
as peopfe·who lgnore God and therefore dishonour Him~ 
people who f nevttably are perlshf ng because of these 
things and who need to be saved~ ~nd · so repentance 
leads on very closely to the concept of faith, faltJi fn 
Josus who saves us from the judgement to come. As St. 
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Paul sald, he preached repentance towards God and faith 
towards our Lord Jesus Chrtst, for repentance is a turnlng 
to God as He ts, 9nt only the sovereign Lord and the loving 
provider, but also the Saviour who Jn Jesus Chrfst has overcom~ 
sin and. opened the way of eternal life. This also Ts part of . 
the strycture of real tty and must be central in our thlnklng.,Jesus 
Christ ts the sovereiqn Lord over everythlng because He has 
demonstrated Hls soveretgnty over stn and evil by bearfng our 
sins on Cc:ilvary and overcomfng stn and so overcomfng death and 
everything else that sets itself agalnst God's sovcrelgn rule. 

Thls ts reality, and we are called to live in accordance. A 
life of religious acts and average moral behav1our is of no 
slgnlftcance If our attitudes and values centre themselves on 
sornethlng other than on God, our God, as He ls, the God and 
Father of our Lord J~sus Christ , the Saviour. 

Repentance ts our duty. We are comnanded to repent and to 
recognise God as God Tn our thoughts and in our attftudes, in 
our ambitions, and In our values. We are commanded to repent. 
It ls not Just an opt Jon but an obi Jgatlon. 

Repentance Is our salvatlon. This ts because of the Judgement. 
When St. Paul was preaching in Athens he told the Athenians 
<Acts 17) that God had appointed a day in which He W0Uld judge 
the world through Jesus Chrlst, whom He had raised from the dead. 
Therefore, said the Apostle, 'Repent, change your attitudes, 
reortent your I ife'. 

Repentance Ts our salvation. Ninevah ln the time of Jonah was saved 
by repentance. Jesus cans for repentance,, that radical reorientat-
ing of ourselves to God and real tty. Twice over (Luke 13:3 - 5) .. 
Jesus told hJs hearers 'Unless you repe~t, you shall oertsh'. 
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