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I am the Light of the World: he

that followeth me S
in the darkness, but
Light of Life. —J

hall not walk
shall have the
ohn 8: 12
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Explanatory Note

This booklet contains the subjects of st i
cussion and mediation of the P.S.F, 0011fe1'ellsétéllgf),,1$)(i§§-
It is the fruit of much thought and research. It ié
cast into its present form in the hope that it may pe
of service to other Conferences, Study Groups yand
glougrefaglons.] ’Il‘here Is a unity of thought running
w}iicé%gis: ¢ whole programme, the daily outline of

(1) United Gathering. “In Preparation”—10 mip

(2) Study Groups—I1-11 hys. .

(3) Tutorial and Discussion. In Gro .
bined according to circumstanceslfslflhgsom—
(4) Inspirational Meeting— | .
(a) Meditation—10 min.
(b) A'ddress~30 min.
(c) Directed Intercession—10 min

“In Preparation,” “Meditation” “Diy
tercession” periods should be in t;le Z(131111(311 DH?‘Cted In-
fully §e1ect‘ed chairman who is in c]OSeStgetO 8 Salcs
the Bible Study and Tutorials, ouch with

The theme “The Lj ”
an introduction. The Bi%)}llet é){ll(ti}ilees \2:3012(-1 s lviesias
mission of J_esus, and an attemnt is man e round the
mission in light of present difficultieg eT'flo study His
glg__(éoncelned with the practicy] api)lic t'e TUtorla!S
pirit and teaching to the modeyy world atlon of His
spiration period is to gather up the thoy while the in.-
pose round which each day’s Progray ought and put-
A short list of reference hogkg isme. 1S centred.
nodmians complete, but each book is g}.Ven- It 18 by
?Fuitsolfnzematl'l']g. The suggestiong to ]\eltg],‘al‘restmg
Book of I’g{?‘?“el‘lcg. The brayers aye sel atels ghe t‘he
e ayers,” by J. §, oyland. es.. ed from “A
TE brayer which is py Dr. Orely e€xcept the con-
e whole is set foyth i ). Lorard

at

Christianity is 5 Vi i
( 1ta] i
import, for soiet to-d]a ;.ehglon of supreme practical

Foreword
“THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”

Man lives in an ever-changing world. The arresting feature
of the past few years, however, is both the rapidity and the
extent of the change. Applied science has revolutionised human
relations, and has placed unparalleled power under his control.
We face not only a new situation, but an unprecedented situa-
tion. We face it, unfortunately, with our capacity for adjust-
ment but poorly developed. We are suffering from both mentg]
and spiritual inertia. We have been educated not for progress,
but for stabilisation. We have even conceived of religion in
static rather than dynamic terms.” We are defensive insteaq of
being ethically creative.

Our social and economic contacts on the larger scale ip-
variably produce friction. We have not solved the problem of
associated living, and we are still leaving the solution largely
to chance, or seeking it by way of compulsion. S

The world has actually become one compact inter-dependent
community, and yet throughout the economic sphere, nations
are putting up the harassing and futile sign of one-way traffic
Our daily practice is the direct antithesis of the implications
of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of man. ‘yet
despite our perversity, the light of truth has been sheddine its
rays through the realm of human affairs. S

The world to-day is in the twilight. Whether it pe th
twilight of approaching night, or the twilight preceding t}e
dawn of a new day will depend on our conception and Practi ¥
of religion. Unless man can be saved from misusing pig tilce
and his talents, unless he can be won from the worship of t?e
material god to whose services he has dedicated his energij e
unless his righteousness exceeds the righteousness of )ﬁles,
morality, our civilisation is doomed. But if he embraces i vy\;?y
religion and becomes ethically creative and socially COHStruct} '*‘1
then the world will be lifted to a new plane of human endea Y“e,
and achievement. He needs light and leading, insml'klti(,n\f)m‘
power. Where can these be found except in “The Light of iy
World” ? the

Some there are who say that the Christian Church ig st
ing before the door of a great opportunity. Ts the tl‘iughand~
rather that we are “swaying on the giddy heights of h not
tunity,” and that with no certain foothold? We have neith(PpOl’~
knowledge nor the courage to ‘“christianize our impact.” ‘Ighﬂ
very complacency creates a situation of extreme “?‘g'en.cv ur
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That we may understand afresh the mission of Jesus: ex-
)

amine courageously the actual world sittuation in lig i
teaching; and draw renewed inspiration f1‘<;)n1 lalelg'l}‘]:uglg }III;S
carnate, these studies have been planned. )
]YVIC stand here, O Father,
eirs of all the ages of Thy creative effort
Fruit of all the conflict, the hard-w Y ?1 : ;
w tthe ?gonyt Offthe past; (von progress, the sacrifice,
e stand erect—for ¥l
and @ or one brief moment—on the crest of Thy
Unto us, O Father, without whom th
Iéntéo us, \t&;]ithout whom the future hg.
nto us, the men and won 14
Reveal Thyself. e iahy

past has no meaning,
S no existence,
world to-day,

Study I.—Jesus the Interpreter

Introduction.—The human mind is forever seeking
the “how” and “why” of things. Little by little we
discover that facts are related to each other; nothing
stands just in isolation. The mind therefore pursues
its journey and perhaps discovers the Creative Unity
which we call God. But human beings must think
and know in human terms. Man must be able to
verify his conclusions through experience. By a mer-
ciful necessity the Word became Flesh, the Truth be-
came Incarnate. Jesus is the great Interpreter. In
and through Him the Universe is a harmonious whole.

1. Jesus Interpreted God.—Of an inner necessity
man must find or create a deity. There are stages in
his development when he makes his god after his own
image—a psychological projection. That, however, is
not the whole story. If development be not arrested
the God within must ultimately meet the God without,
and by so doing form a larger and increasing unity.
But what is God like? What is the nature of the
Creative Unity which pervades and yet transcends all
things? Ask Jesus and His followers.

Study.—John 1: 1-4; 1 John 1: 4; John 14: 8-11;
15: 1; 3: 16; Matt. 5: 43-45; 6: 9, etc., ete.
Read the whole of 1 John. Find other refer-
ences wherein Jesus interprets God.

From a study of these and other passages may we
not reasonably conclude that God is not only good, but,
because of His nature, He is continually seeking to do
good. But what does “good” mean? Think this out
carefully in terms of human personality.

But can God achieve His purposes for human per-
sonality apart from the wholehearted and intelligent
co-operation of man? Consider the organisation of life
and the practical application that is made, or not made,
of our conception of the nature of God. To what ex-
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tent is our conception of religion one of refuge, escape
or salvage, rather than one of active co-opc(’er,'ltiboclcllp'c’
:;11 i&cll:l Oz}d\;:?;ltull{‘?. ghe exigencies of business(and tllllel
E: the Kingdom of God i ;
man. Which determines his line ((:)(%nztllé:;ligallll‘y (310113101#
any truth in the assertion that our conce 1';io y f e}1e
frailty of human nature and the use we 1111)'11 3 (% e
but a subtle rationalisation in defence ofc <e_0 dlt i
tional failure and our practised policy of 1)0\3211' iy

From a study of the Li
ably conclude that God islfg?ogfi ;Tetsliftvﬁéniasy l'eta',son-
pursuing HIS purpose of love, but needs hugglively
operation if the latent powers of personality ay 7o
be developed into a corporate expression of H)is atl'e tao
Llfet }may be limited and the purposes of God dellal;ed'
?}}éd. e pursuit of smaller ends than the Kingdom of

2. Jesus Interpreted Man.— e i ;
difference of opinion concerning T“c}llﬁeelenélsttfl(')eml%erable
Some say that human nature is totally depmvod L
in practice, hold it to be incurably selfish ana e‘ , and,
accordingly. Others hold that man is alt’ogethm,gamse
Man seems to know quite a lot about many t} e
really not much about himself. The re e but
psychology, however, have thrown much l-?g?lltcl1es ok
essential nature. He is part and parcel of tﬁe ~f)n }.115
process, suffering from the limitations att Eos el
the primitive, limitations reinforced by f( ez to
tion and an inadequate philosophy on th aul‘ty educa-
educators. But just because he is payt " gdlt Gif g
tl‘l(? crea‘qve process there are withip hi al1l Lancgliot
cities which need to be born into activi}c] atent capa-
vital being with untold possibilities, le- Man is a
estimate of him? Consider careful] t]*at Is Jesus’
situations: Jesus and Nicodemus\Jng’ 91.1e following
Matt. 9:13-1?; Zacchaeus—Luylke 19: 1-i(jJ, lltlatthew_
dz}lenﬁ— la}l k 1(,3: 9. The Woman Takey, i lary Mag-
;3) : lgi_ed'Mf nﬁe K} ontlan of Samarja—Jy, 4].1118?18_J ek
Cﬁ'fpter ‘}d %uda't tq 8. Study all the incide Thg
ALCER Ly . ¥, too, the relations petw GlOSIILS Of
His disciples. etween Jesus and

Jesus had no misgivings about the effect of sin on
human nature, but He knew of that latent spark wait-
ing to be fanned into flame by the breath of new life.
He came to impart life and to deal effectively with sin,
not only with the guilt of sin, but with sin itself. He
regards those to whom He imparts new life as His
friends and fellow-workers (Jno. 15: 15, 16); as salt
of the earth and light to the world (Matt. 5: 13, 14).
Consider also 2 Cor. 5: 17 and Eph. 4: 13.

The Gospel or good news is just this, that man is
not incurably selfish and permanently primitive. He
may become the ethical child of a Creative Father and
have fellowship with Him in His recreative purposes.
Consider the practical implications of this estimate of

human nature.

3. Jesus Interpreted the World.—Man has jumped
to hasty conclusions regarding the nature of the world
in which he lives. But a little research has made the
thinking section very humble. The atom has been
smashed, and matter as matter is no longer eternal
Some scientists say that matter s “objectiﬁed
thought,” and therefore spiritual in its essentig]

nature.

Jesus did some remarkable things with the mate-
rial warld. He calmed the sea. He increased food anq
drink. He walked on the water. He cured the sick
He called the dead back to life. He found closed l'Oom\é
no barrier to free movement. :

We call these recorded happenings miracles, ang
look upon them as contraventions of law and c;rde-
Some would even go so far as to question their hi;'
toricity. But perhaps it is our knowledge of the worl(i
that is at fault. May it not be that Jesus workeq j
strict accordance with law and order, and just C‘llllg
into operation powers that are still waiting to be cl & ed
What does John 14: 12-14 mean? Remembey Ltle ;
Jesus lived on this earth, and worked under the lim‘};at
tion of the flesh. In and through Him we havel a-
interpretation of God, of man and of the world. 1 an
His interpretation square with the facts? Do oes
know all the facts? Or do we conclude that the faévti
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we do know exclude the possibility of miracle. How- -

ever that may be, the interpretation given by Jesus
is of the utmost practical significance to the future of
civilisation. Here we touch ultimate values and funda-
mental truths. Man must decide what practical use
he will make of this interpretation. God does seem
to be good; to be “an eternal present.” There is no
need so far as He is concerned to delay the ‘“noble
society.” Man has the capacity for such a social ex-
pression. The world does seem to be of such a nature
that it is an ally and not an enemy of such a society.
Why then delay?

Lord of truth and purity,
We beseech Thee to build up in us Thine own
nature;
Found our souls upon the rock,
That we may be content with no transient hap-
piness

Bought at the cost of compromise and unfaith-
fulness.

Teach us the bitterness of forsaking noble ideals;

Teach us the glory and warmth of the loneliness
and pain

That come from fearless following of the highest
that we know.

Give us Thine own vision of the eternal values

Thine own resolute disregard of the second be,st

Thine own unflinching loyalty to duty and honouy. ,

Topics For Discussion

1. When, how anddwhy did you be
To what extent do you think it possible to arr XY
unity whereby the world of related facts maa;lﬁg ?rftzrgllizég(;’s

2. To what extent do we worship and co-operate with the God

revealed by Jesus, and to what extent g ; :
in terms to suit ourselves? © we think of Him

3. Is a “favoured nation clause” consistent with
- the nature of
God as revealed by Jesus? Make praet natu 0
your answer. Practical application of

4. Be good! What does this mean?
Living in sin!  What does this mean?

10

gin to relate fact to fact?

i 3 ‘imitive nature of man
so b oreani sed on the basis of the primitive natu 2
}Jliic 12t01()grc111t]}11:(1335is of his Spiritual capacity. ]?1scuss1 tthtls:
(\l?{;hartz is the practical outcome of the former, and is the latter
possible ? : o !
ider religi -on1 the following standpoints: (a) Refuge,
2 ?ﬁ?%ﬁ%ﬁgh%ﬁngg\;ﬁge, (d) Social Adventure and Spiritual
Culture.
7. What is your present view of the nature of- man?
8‘ What is 3‘rour view of miracles and of the ultimate nature of
" matter? y -
O hat is the “good news-.
)10 VSVun‘: up the significance of Jesus the Interpreter for thc

modern world.

oA
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Study Il.—Jesus the Liberator

Introduction.—We live in i :
stantly changing, })ut change doeg n‘g‘? lnlgcethat AL
progress. There is a change that issues iSn doren
tion, disintegration, death. But then ther gEeore
geat}}l{glﬁto_ life, whereby the lower is translfi Is also a

he hig er. _Rumung through the world isl‘ll]ed mto
life, and a law of death. The law of life is the grostens
discovery that man can make. Life, howe € greatest
C(?Dtlll‘}la_i ch'ax,l,ge %nd continual Dl"o gl‘ess\-]el’ ln_volves
fl om \t"v at is” to “what is better”; to whe 1:movemen’c
inore life and richer personality. The 1o at expresses
in c]yl}lg becomes the seed of new andwfl. dies, but
-Ch&.mt‘s-'twaly of life has its biological psllg}}l1e1- L
and spiritua aspects. He is the constant i} n ological
the lowel tO_.the. higher and calls to continuoelator U
Life in Christ is therefore dynamic not tus.l)l‘ogress,
llustrative Passages.—Is. 61: 1-3- LS atic.
i\quyn%outh); Jno. 8: 31; 32'? 'S L;]g’: ‘\1/1 16-21
-12; Rom. 6, etc.  Find (;thél_“’ i Matt. 4:
passages. illustrative

1. Jesus Liberates Fr

. 1 rom the Primitiv

man to continuous progress in Chri;;m]g‘ ¢—God calls
him, howefver, the burden of the pri.mitii e
SlStell(‘le of the primitive, whether throuy ﬁ' .The per-
or through carelessness, may unfort & gnorance

o i un
arrest in development. In fact man l1'nadtie\}iyd callllse o
: ually and

socially, may easily remain in b

and from this bondage he mustogg%%l?ef-otthe primitive,
progress Is impossible. Remember thafl ed, otherwige
necessarily progress. It will be worth ?h.ange is not
out some of the marks that distingyj hlele to think
primitive person from the developin sh_the bowerful
SO dlffe1'entlate between the law of g Christian, anq
of life. death and the Jaw

2. Jesus Liberates Fro i
and grasp the difference betnvlveilll;‘p‘el\-]g hat is sin?
offences and SIN in the sense of indi 2 private
?‘ttlt}lde_s, ways and customs that gy Y oual and social
implications of the; Fatherhood of Golle contrary to the
hood of man. It is interesting to noctealtl}?%iichj3 Ao
at Jesus does

112

sarily mean

more than deal with the guilt of sin; He deals with sin
itself. This modern age of ours needs to be awalkened
to a knowledge of SIN, and to the only effective way
of dealing with it. When this is but dimly recognised,
we will face the necessity of a reformation more sig-
nificant and far-reaching than the Reformation which
ushered in our modern industrial and individualistic
age.
Jesus deals with personal sin in order to create
a noble society. But man in the mass becomes accus-
tomed to ways of corporate action, the significance and
direction of which he does not clearly envisage. Many
of our accepted economic practices are endangering
the peace of the world, are hindering the progress of
civilisation, and, in the deepest sense, are SIN, the
wages of which is death—social disintegration.

From such imperfect views and such futile ways
of life man must be liberated—or perish. The situation
is terrible in its urgency. If man embarks upon an-
other experiment in suicide, it will certainly not be
lacking in completeness. Unless Christ is given con-
trol, chaos is inevitable.

3. Jesus Liberates From Psychic Bondage.—God
desires that man shall ‘become free, free from the
limitations of the primitive, free from the domination
of sin, and free from the hampering effects of psychic
bondage. We are quite familiar with the dire results
that issue from derangements of the health of the
body, but we do not so 1‘gadily recognise that much
more far-reaching results issue from derangements of
the personality. The ills of the soul are more complex
subtle and common than the ills of the body. Th’
majority suffer in some degree from psychic bonda :
Christ needs fellow-workers in this particular sphgr.
to do for the mind what the physician does for tj e
body. The day has already dawned wherein I)Syclloloc}e
is to be used in the service of the soul. The h gy
of greater liberation is at hand; men and women ouy
be set free for larger and more intricate tasks, if tﬁan
are but willing. They must, however, be I:ead €
leave the security of the past, and to advgntm_eY to
the unexplored of the future. Psychic servitude islltl}tlz
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o Vo s Tesponsi-
retreat of the spiritually neurotic from the respor
bilities of progress.

Summary.—Jesus, then, is the liberator c{»leo;;l;
death unto life. He challenges each successive a?ent‘;
free itself from the complacency of past a(;hi(:'venf the
to critically examine the present in the }lg'}t-ont{oli
ideal, and then to adventure for the_t;1';2111510131ctmt0
of what is, no matter how comparatively B tian
something nobler and finer, Such is t;he (Jnlls or
adventure. Herein lies the road to freedom, an ok
a life on such a road Jesus is the liberator, setting m ¢
free to move from life into life, thus making the past
an inspiration and not g goal.

Master and Lord,
Set on our hrows the seal of Thy owner
Make us Thy bondmey

vship.
1, humble yet proud,
That, in s

servitude to Thee,

" + 5 i . e <laves
We may 20 1n the fearless liberty of the slave
of God.

Give us that knowl

edge of Thy truth
Whic_h maketh fy

eedom to spring up and blossom
[n lives dedicated to unrelenting toil for Thy
purposes.
Give us th

q at complete self-m
Which ean Only come to wills

astery
Thy wiil,

utterly mastered by

Topic

s For Discussion
15 C(_msider the liberatio

N effected by Jesus from the
1: (a) an act, (b) 4 Process. 2
What do you understand by the primitive nature of ma,.“',
What accepted bracfices tend g PeIpetuate the primitive?
What is sin? Consid

of view. Does man n

er it from the social and economic point
€ed more thap
What is psychic
What ave its effe

% £
point ot
view of: !

Pardon, and why 7
bondage ? Give EXamples,
cts upon Personality 9
How can one he freed from such bondagf:?
Is our religioys raining designeq t, sy .. ress oF
. eligious trz g designeqd tg 5 lor progress
for stabilisation ? iy Btor prosk

Review yuestion 1 and try Lo understapq what Jesus the
Liberator is doing. Explaiy “The truth shaj] make you free.
14

Study I1.—Jesus the Unifier

S in-
een one of
. The modern age hilssbhave acerued,
Intrﬂd,“c.tw;‘-'(;: ~ Wonderful " paid the price of
tense s.pecmhsi\“l p‘\'ens‘-u'e man I‘t“‘-s,r 11; sense of uni f,;i
in no SMa¥ s by losing his sen is divide
but in no rogress by tions. Life is div
; cnal prog t in sections. 1ile 1o Con-
such sectional Pl =" o e ; i spiritual. G
:?ée think and 133{‘2r.?-1-ad, material and E&.Illgible, to view
intc secular a?[Pd it difficult, if not 13?\7(: of the whole.
sequently we ] roblem in the per s d by expediency.
any particular %een largely replace tnaration, B
Principle has_ 1d by some to l)g\?}{ compels this un-
This may be ne of the actual facts com
ination Ol LV drawn. -
n examinal jon to be dr . he rulers of
happy conclust ago the quarvels betw ff' 5 1te.1d in check
Not so long Teality family qu%—;if ‘one-time unity
nations were llny ;f. the Church. i@l;l into fragments.
y thority 9. ™. {o-day broken in  terce e
by the aut family 1s 10-04 e in existence, tne
O‘% the human I,a,l,‘epbender.lt btateS.a’i,e E\é,nm its intelli-
Sovereign '(;‘.“d n‘;:ith the other, ¥t Mutual exploita-
‘One Con‘ipetlng “. to O'I'[tdo the Othel' t‘;nding and CO-
wel ~ ' ratad 2 7
gence and poﬁgctice; mumaldunde-s
. i .ne ¥ % N 1eeq. ,
fion l'S' L o the Supl(—!ﬂle 1 : e by which the com-
operation ny power or prlncll.bw d{-'awn into a com-
Is theé'-ex?s of humanity may be draw
. ion
ting sec

aim that
- t? An aim tne
1 and consen anacity and
peting, sued by plan ave oL el capacity and
mon aim purs to man’s latent sp £ Man & practical
will do justice t lity. Is the Son of | ancier, a good
powers of persona 13);\omist, a sound financier,

BOW wrieo [&] POLVER LS

P a wise

+ a1t 141, &

statesiall,

. ide ?
ist, a safe guide’ 10: 2, 17: 11, 15: 3-
) P Saao-es.——JOhn‘,‘ o8 Eph, 2: 19-22
Dlustratiy e 12; 5; Gal. 8: P, 1 16, 17, ete.
16 Rom. 1 Ee 10 A Ui H
1-6-\'7 ;:fl)wuth) ; 2 Cor. 5: N’Tlo trife and dis-
(Wey: ividual.—The strife and dis
the I“dl.ll = T 5] @ 1[]‘_6\;’1uaule
1. sdests E ?:1 iuman 1’91.“1“011541}? bs?gttél of war that
cord $0 evl‘fleél vactical affairs of ¢ Tt g b
p"oj ection I (')111;(;,1' life of the averag
Y the inn
wwades the
perva

- a
i ture i fed
1 vimself. His nature is not unified,
vith him
t neace Wit
not at p

psycholo

(V]
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not integrated, nor do we plan our education and
practice with a view to integration.

The little human being is born wholly uncivilised
and a-moral. Although he is primitive, vet he is en-
dowed with a latent capacity for progress. The libert
ating spirit of a Saviour God is available for the work
of transformation, a life-long vita] process. But that
all important fac‘gor is little understood ana therefore
not utilised very Intelligently. Its yse still savours of
magic or superstition. Too frequently the spiritual is
confused w1th. the unnatural. Consequently even
those who desire to be Christ-lika are apt toyf 4
the psych_ologmally false method of oAl Ot%w
primitive instead of sublimating it Tgees.smg.t ble
consequence is war within. The fires of theln?,vl -aple
burn, the emotion generated thereby t}?“'mltlve
pursts out in all kinds of distressing Waga o al;ld
physical{ mental and spiritual, is deran yg. Sicelt ;
method 1s not repression, but vita] tl'ansf(%? . Jc?sus
sublimation of the energy of the low .lmé.ltlon‘, P
activity. He preserves both the ypjt elflm(_) higher
and the unity of function. He keq Y of personality
and healthy while growing, anq theIIJ'Sfa‘pergon whole
of progressive integration is yitg] al?dme aSlinnocess

Study carefully the Dersonal g Vahd‘.‘
mon on the Mount,” and the “p, DECtS of “The Ser-
recorded in Gal. 5: 22 23, 2ead Cal;‘leg 1(l>f the Spirit”

The aim of Jesus is to STk du ¥y 1 John,
whole. He establishes harmony Witﬁ' keep a person
the emotion of a progressive idea] Hln, and liberates
in such a way that the individua] j € unifies the life
creation. I Christ is a new

t2'1" Jesus apt}c Society. B
must live in society. Life A . beings simpl
organise his domestic, eco?lo‘lcg?cc‘les hfe'. Man mgs}t,
Shall he do this on the }agig of %clld Social relations.
the deeper basis of hig latent he,Dl'lmitive or on
development? The futyye apacity fo. spiritual

1 : of civilisatinn -
with the choice. Here as elsewhey §t1‘9n 1s bound up
shall we reap. €1 "As we sow, so

—Humanp
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The plain and undeniable fact is that Western
civilisation is governed by principles that are consistent
with Aristotelian morality, but not with the ethics of
Jesus. Our economic organisation accepts'and prac-
tises competition as its method, profit as its motive,
and property as its objective. On examination it turns
out that our conception of law and property is pagan
rather than Christian. The extent to which com-
promise has been carried is nothing short of appalling.
So we arrive at the paradoxical and paralysing situa-
tion of our Churches being “largely composed of those
who would be equally shocked to see Christianity
doubted or put into practice.

Study carefully the social significance of "‘The
Sermon on the Mount,” not as an unattainable ideal,
but as practical politics; in fact as plain common sense,
and the only proposition that will work smoothly in
the interests of personality.

Study carefully, too, ‘“‘Paul’s Philosophy of Life,”
as set out in Ephesians, chapters 1 and.2. Read it in
Weymouth. His summary to the Colossians is, that in
and through Christ the universe is a haympnlous whole.
What, then, are we to make of Christ? Is He g
mystic visionary or is He a practical statesman who ig
seeking to share with man the secrets and wonders of
the world in which he‘llves, and of the universe of
which he forms a vart?

Summary.—From'the thoughtful study of these
passages, once our nn}lds are ireed'from. thgir Pre.
conceptions, and especially from their prejudices, we
look out upon the social adventure of Christ, and are
not only thrilled by its daring, but gripped by g
grandeur and held by its alluring possibilities. We,
too, join in the adventure, for therein is life to e
found. Not only does Jesus unify the individual Jife
but He makes unity of purpose posmble between Classes’,
and nations. Such a unity—not uniformity—ig the
biological and redemptive goal of the Saviour God
Nature will be found to yield untold secrets to thogea
who grow into increasing fellowshlp with the Spirit
of the Creator, and whose social relations are organig 5
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for mutual benefit and the release of personality. Study
again John 15. The fruit of the vine with its laden
branches has not yet reached maturity.

King of the whole earth, .

Break down, we beseech Thee, by Thy great power,

All those barriers which do now keep mankind
asunder;

Overcome the hindrances of race, of custom, and
of prejudice;

Drive out all those adverse influences

Which now mar our union.

Foster throughout Thy world

Every movement of thought, of activity, of good-
will,

Which tends, for whatever motive and in whatever
sphere

To break down isolation and exclusiveness,

To unite men in common enterprise and service,

To build up co-operation and inter-dependence.

Topics For Discussion

1. Consider the effect upon our outlook on life of the dge of
specialisation through which western civilisation has passed.

2. Examine the; programmes of modern sovereign and indepen-
dent_ States in light of the Kingdom of God. Whither are we
heading ?

38 Consi(hley Repression and Sublimation from the point of view
of religion. To what extent can psychology be used in the
service of the soul?

4. What do you understand by “My peace I give unto you”?

5. “That man-made compromise between the Church and the
world which has been masquerading as Christianity.” What
justification is there for such a statement?

6. Is “The Sermon on the Mount” practicable? W «
balmed” it, not “embodied” it. Discuss this staete}::;lgst il

7. Do you consider that war, discord
elements in society ?

8. Think out the practical significance of Jesus the Unifier

and strife, are permanent
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Study IV.—Jesus the Ambassador

Introduction.—Jesus commands the respect of
men. They wish to meet Him. But when orthodox
Westernism introduces Him, He is presented in dis-
guise. We can at one and the same time accept the
Apostles Creed and skilfully neglect “The Sermon on
the Mount.” The truth seems to be that we have made
an idol out of Jesus. Our religion has to that extent
been devitalised. What is the essence of idolatry?
Is it not making the great small? So small to be prac-
tically negligible. The pagan takes God, reduces Him
within the limits of an image, worships it, and says:
“That is God.” Jesus and His mission can so be mis-
understood; He Himself can be worshipped with such
devoted prejudice that He is practically excluded from
the realm of human relations and baired from the
world He has created. We can put Him on a pedestal,
reverence Him, worship Him, but practically neglect
Him. If He cannot be proven to be a safe guide for
the practical relations of men, we have no guarantee
that He is a safe guide for the hereafter.

The Jesus of the Gospels is the founder of a new
order (c.f., 1 Cor. 15 v. 45). The ﬁrgt Adam became
a living animal, the second Adam a life-giving spirit.
He has made possible new human'1'e1at10nshlps, a new
society, because He lifts man himself on to a new
plane of spiritual experience and achievement. He is
the first born, the Ambassador of the new order.

qtive Passages.—Ps. 24; Ps. 15; Is. 2: 2-4;
mus?;f 31: 31-34; Mic. 4: 1-4; Matt. 4: 17; John
1: 4; 10: 10; 20: 21; Matt. 28: 18-20; Acts
1: 1-8; 2 Cor. 5: 19; Rev. 21: 22-27; 21: 1-8.

1. The Adventure in Creation.—God’s nature is
essentially creative. Jesus reveals Him as creative
love. His creative enterprise so far as earth is con-
cerned seems to be a device for developing the love
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capacity into an actual e_xpres;ion.y qu‘.ai' hun;:x:.}
relationships proceed on this bagxs.l Love is a bliolo‘gly_ul
necessity. The biological basis, however, is but the
foundation for a de}relopmg per;;olxz_ahtz and‘: a de‘::e_log;
ing society. The lower is lJJut the ;:ae:.1te11‘al out of
which the higher is developed, and yet the lower does
b htlc;‘g;miain the higher. Rather it is the} higher that
no Jains the lower. A tree is not explained by its
i gl-a:iches and leaves, rather the roots, branches
ro%tn{@avpé find their explanation in the unity of the
?lnée - 'Cr-gation does not explai}} Jesus, but Jesus does
explain creation.—Col. 1: 15-17.

9. The Adventure in Redemg?iont.—:'lf‘gie 1'eden}p—
tive enterprise is but the completion of the creative
enterprise. They are both_mdlﬁsmub}y connected. In
fact it is now being recognised that Jesus is a biologi-
f] necessity. He makes fulfilment and development
U?)sqib‘:e. He came to impart life, both to the individual
gnd'— to society. A picture of that hfe 1s presented in
Matt. 5. It divides, according to Stanley Jones, into
fve major portions:

(1) What they are in themselves—the Beatitudes

(v. 2-12).
(2) What they are to the world—self, light (v.
13-16).
(3) What they are to the past—They fuifil rather
than destroy (v. 17-20).
(4) What they are in intimate relationships with
others (v. 21-47).
(5) What they shall be—perfect as the Father
is perfect (v. 48).
“Jesus begins at what they are to be in them-
selves. He begins at the centre. He insisted that
men could not live at the circumference ynless they

vy
were alive at the centre. The modern attempt is to
have quantity of life at the circumference regardliess

of quality of life at the centre. Jesus knew this would
end in futility and cynicism and utter shallowness.
When He would make all things new He would first of

all lay His hand upon the human heart. He knew that
20

“you cannot make the golden age out of leaden in-
stincts.,” He spoke of what they were to be (v. 2-12)
before He spoke of what they were to do and not do
(vest of Sermon). He begins by saying: “Blessed
are”—what you are in yourselves determines life for
you. You are your own heaven and you are your own
hell. We knew that “hell often breaks out within man
by spontaneous combustion,” and that heaven is g state
of mind before it can be a place. He came, therefore,
ot to get men into heaven but to get heaven into men,
not to get men out of hell, but to get hell out of men.”

3. The Outiook—The questions above ajl others
that we must face and settle are, whether Jesus egtj.
mate of man is true, and whether Jesus’ way for the
world is practicable. If so, then we must put s
teaching to the test of experience. Chesterton first
said that the teaching of J_esu:ja would turn the world
upside down, but, after reflection, added In his para-
doxical way, that it would turn the world right side up.

That our civilisation needs to be turned right side
up is held by many compe_ten’g‘ observeys._ An Indiap
student fold a conference in Glasgow in 1921 :

“What bewilders the ordinary observer is not the
ordinary aberrations of the Cm;i_stlan na‘uipngs, but theip
habitual conduct aund organisation; not their failures
but their standards of success; not their failure to live
up to right pr‘ir}mp}es, but the‘l"l‘ Insistence ‘that Wrong
principles are right. Your religion is a noble if payg.
doxical creed, which affirms that all men are_brothers’
that humility and poverty are blessings, and richeg
dangerous misfortune, that the way of service
self-sacrifice is the way of happiness. 1 do not hlame
vou for not reproducing these tlheor]es in your practice.
Evidently they are not meant for your daily life,
What surprises me, however, is that you erect intg
a system the duty and ‘hap_p‘l‘z_{fz-_s_s of practising ppe.

cisely the opposite. Tgéi '11(._)‘1'111&1_ Cc>}1€11‘t101'1 of vy

social order is ai ecouoinic c:1v1£i War, which you harc’lly

take the trouble to conceal. Your Industriaj system

involves the 1'egii11§11tat1011 of masses of manking by

a few thousand rich men who are, “'ld“’ldual]y, no
21
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doubt, innocuous, but who quite frankly regard their
subjects as somewhat rebellious and inconvenient in-
struments of production. Your creed is exalted, but
your civilisation is a nightmare of envy, hate and
uncharitableness. I would forego the former in order
to escape the latter.”

When asked what was the greatest blessing that
the West could confer upon the East, Gandhl and
Tagore both replied: “Let the West evangelise the
Tast.” But when they protested against our inter-
pretation of “evangelise,” and we asked them to make
their meaning plain, they gave the arresﬁmg and pene-
trating answer that the greatest blessing which the
West could confer upon the Iast, was that the West
should christianise its impact,

Dr. Hodgkin thinks that what we have succeeded
in doing thus far is to inoculate the world with a form
of religion that is making it proof against veal
Christianity.

Summary.—Civilisation stands to-day at the cross-
roads. Never before have such momentous issues been
at stake. Nothing but the practice of a vita] religion
which is ethically creatlive, can save us from catas-
trophe. Of such a religion Jesus is the ambassador.
Of such a religion the world stands in sore neeq.

Master and Lord,

Keep us day by day in Thy presence,

Fence round our hearts with Thy love ang Thy
purity,

That no evil thing may conquer us.

Purge us from ali selfish motive gn

Teach us to love our fellow-men

With a love that shall be Thy love
the world through us.

d ambition;

breaking into

Illumine our souls with a clear and
ception of spiritual reality,

With a knowledge of Thy divine beaut .

That shall fill us with joy and Deace,y and truth,
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glorious per-

Make us messengers of Thy grace,

Ambassadors of God amongst men.

Make us doorways through which Thou Thyself
mayest enter freely into Thy world.

Topiecs For Discussion
What is the essence of idolatry and to what extent can
it be maintained that Western civilisation idolises Jesus?
What do you understand by Christ’s way of life?

Discuss the indictment by the Indian student. Is it in accord
with fact?

What do you make of the reply by Gandhi and Tagore:
“Christianise your impact.’
Can the assertion of Dr, Hodgkin be justified ?

Is a reformation necessary, and what will be some of its
outstanding characteristics.

As a result of these studies, to what extent have you en-
larged or modified your conception of the mission of Jesus?
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Tutorial L.—Order or Chaos

Aim.—To show that cause and effect hold in the
mental and spiritual spheres, therefore in the social
sphere just as 1n the physical. Order will result from
intelligent co-operation with God. Chaos must inevit-
ably result from getting out of step with God.

1. God the Creator is now generally accepted,
though our extended knowledge of the facts of the
universe enlarges our conception of God.

2. God is consistent in His creative activity.
From this it follows that, no matter into what part
of His activity we examine, He will speak the same
ultimate language.

3. Has God made a universe He cannot control,
especially the universe of human relations?

4. We have educated for stabilisation, exploita-
tion and power, not for progress, mutual aid and ser-
yice. The culture we desire is the culture of the past,
the culture of privilege and power, a desive which it
is impossible to satisfy and remain vital.

5. Order and chaos in relati
spiritual spheres. Projection.

6. The co-operative plan.
operation required.

7. Our economic tower—

(a) Its foundations,
(b) Its alignment,
(¢) Its ingredients.
8. Jesus as psychologist,
statesman, ambassador.

9. The vital significance of the w
Conclusion.—We can have €oSmos or chaos, wealth
)

or illth, order or confusion, but as we sow. so shall
)

we reap. The spiritual state of 3
¥ ! : mai s 3
individual and social conduyct. an  determine
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on to the mental and

Chaos inevitable.
€conomist, financier,

ay of the Cross.

Man’s intelligent co- -

" A 1 Moses must lead manl;
are in bondage. A modern S manking
out of the modern Egypt into the Promised Land. Ty,
Christ of the Mount says: This is the way, walk ve
in it.”

Tutorial IL—Modern Bondage and the
Way to Freedom

Aim.—To lead to a recognition of the degree ang
nature of our bondage and to the discovery of the way
to freedom.

1. Each period has its characteristic achievementg
and its characteristic defects and perils.

2. The achievements of the industrial age and itg
paradoxes.

3. The legacy of the era of individualism—

(a) Loss of corporate sense.
(b) Loss of the scale of ultimate valyeg
(c) Loss of the sense of beauty. j
4. Modern bondage to material values.
5. What the modern world offers—
(a) Capitalism.
(b) Communism.
(¢) Nationalism.
(d) Prosperity.

6. The Gospel of power—efliciency and succegg
in money-making.

7. The way to freedom—

(a) The ethics of Jesus.
(b) Liberation unto life.
(c) A vital religion.

It is harder to-day to live the Cross than to die
on the Cross. f

8. Alternative revolutions.

. A 2 ] 0‘ “
Conclusion.—We are not heading for bondage, we
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Tutorial III.

(a) HITHERTO—THE DIVIDED HOUSE

(b) FOR THE FUTURE—IN THE SPIRIT OF THE
~ WHOLE

Aim.—To understand the ways of the past and to
learn the necessities of the future—

(a) Hitherto.

1. Transition from medieval to modern.

2. The age of specialisation—its achievements.

3. Its legacy. Segregated life. Religion pushed
into a corner and out of touch with the world. The
new renaissance. The logical outcome of a divided
society. Divided society inevitable because of the
divided view of the individual. The intregation of
personality did not take place. The inevitable conse-
quences of social organisation on that basis,

(b) For the future.

A new synthesis for the individual life, for the
social life, the economic life, international life. Sectional
policies are futile, socially sinful and suicidal. Man
must think, plan and live in the spirit of the whole.

Conclusion.—Our developinent has been very lop-
sided and disproportionate. We have mastered nature
but not ourselves. Qur moral progress has not kep‘E
pace with our material progress, so that we are now
in danger of proving that we are not capable of utilis-
ing beneficiently the very powers we have discovered:
the nemesis of intelligence divorced fyrom spirituai
culture. Religion must apply a spiritual synthesis and
become ethically creative; or it will become nothing
more than the court chaplin to an acquisitive society
waiting to read the burial service of a civilisation which
it had neither the energy nor the knowledge to save.
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Tutorial IV.—Christian Imperialism
and the Day of Opportunity

Aim.—To show that applied science and idealism
are now making comimon cause.
. 1. Modern imperialism—its scope and character-
istics.
2. Christian imperialism—its scope and char-
acteristics.
3. Practical necessity makes common cause with
the ideal.
4. Modern world movements.
(a) On the material plane.
(b) On the social plane.
(c) On the ethical plane.
5. TRoads to the City of God.
6. The achievements of civilisation need for their
Preservation and progress the religion of Jesus.
7. Distinction between the “pious” and the
“spiritual” in religiou.
8. The day of opportunity.
9. Research bureau necessary in the ethieal,
Spiritual and social spheres.
Conclusion.—Either the Church must summon to
a great advance and lead the way to a higher plane of
life.or forfeit its right to the respect of those who
need guidance and inspiration.
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Tutorial Pravyer

God of all power and Ruler of all worlds,

Save us, we pray thee, from empty sentiment,

From the impulse to cover naked facts

With a false clothing of cheap and tawdry affec-
tation.

Qave us from vapid emotion and frothy enthusiasm,
From contentment with pleasant half-truths,
From the temptation to hide harsh reality
Beneath a soft coating of effeminate idealism.

Make us men fitted to encounter unflinchingly the
grim facts of life and death

In all their cruelty anq in z}ll their glory—

Men fitted to feel all the bitter meaning of these
facts,

Yet to perceive also the sterni beauty behing them.

Clear from our minds all hypocrisy and pretence

All pious shams, all hoary lies, ’

That we may deal directly with reality,

! T . et ] - NS * 4 B

Fearing mnothing, dissembling nothing, shirking
nothing.

Give us a resolution to know the truth at anv cost

ing known it, t : 1y cost

And, having known it, to transform it f._mio ani
other truth, another realm of veality

In which Thy will shall reign; that so c}'{te} facts

may be seen to be merciful facts, '

And this harsh world become Thy Kined )

. i =

[Teavern. ¥y Kingdom of

For Meditation and Inspiration

Day 1.—The Word Became Flesh.

Herein we discover the practical significance of
the spiritual order. The truth has been interpreted
to us in human terms. It is man’s privilege and duty
to incarnate that truth in a noble society.

Day 2.—The Truth Shall Make You Free.

Man is apt to be in bondage to his own fears anqd
anxieties, to his prejudices, to the past, and to SIN
From these he must be liberated—or perish. Jesus ig
the liberator. The truth has now to be re-incarnated,

Day 3.—That They All May Be One.

God was in Christ reconciling the world to Him.
self. Man does not altogether refuse to be reconciled
to God, but he does find it difficult to be reconciled tq
his fellow man. This is because he has not allowed
the transforming power of the Spirit of Jesus to hap.
monise his own life. In and through Jesus all thingg
will yet become a harmonious whole. 3

Day 4.—Behold! I Am Recreating All Things,

Jesus is at work. His plans are not completed
He needs our 1"el]ow5hlp and CO-Opel‘-ation. His Yecl"e-:
ative purpose and activity is the fundamental fact of
the universe. Are we in line with it or standing apa,t
from it. The religion of Jesus is a vital enterprise,



Concluding Prayer

Great Father, we thank Thee that we have not to
wait for Thine advent, for all history is Thy coming,
and Thou art here. IFrom the hour when Thy Spirit
stirred the dark primeval deep till Jesus by the bench
and on the mountain top cried, “Abba Father,” our
world has been growing more conscious of Thy pre-
sence. And yet we wait for something more. Strange
hopes stir the hearts of men and passionate prayers
break forth from their lips. Can it be that this
further revelation waits upon our faith and rests with
our endeavour?

We have grown unconscious of our need, hecome
accustomed to things remaining as they are, ceased
to desire things different, lost our vision and are ready
to perish. Worst of all, we have found ourselves un-
willing to pay the price of better things. We have
desired Thy coming, but not through us; we have
sought a salvation that would leave ourselves sti]]
unchanged; we have prayed that Thy will might be
done, but we have shrunk from doing it first and alone

Stand Thou before us, the Light of 1
Then surely we shall hinder Thee gno morgle 1\1?7?11‘%1(1'
mercy give us grace and endurance to plant Thy I{ino{
dom in the world in which we live, by love of tl'uti
by striving after justice, by following feayless where-
ever light may lead, and by giving ourselves it 1((13j
be, even unto death. Amen. I LE(E
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Suggestions for Leaders

. The Leader.—A leader is a learner whose real aim
Is not to impart information, but to develop the open
mind, the progressive outlook, the inquiring spirit and
the co-operative attitude. Circle Bible Study is a joint
search for the truth, a fellowship of discovery. The
leader is neither a mine of information nor a walking
éncyclopaedia, but one who draws out the members
of the circle, enlarging their horizons, and enriching
their natures in the process.

~ The Study.—Painstaking and thorough prepara-
tion is essential. The members of a circle intuitively
Sense the unprepared leader, and are apt to lose both
Interest and confidence. An unprepared member, too,
soon gets out of step with the circle. Take time to
meditate on the subject. Practice the open, receptive,
Iscriminating mind.

The Circle.—The circle members engage in a co-
Operative search for truth. They must prepare care-
fully peforehand if they are to get and to give some-
thing worth while. The spiritual possibilities of an
€arnest circle are beyond measurement.

Golden Rules—
Be keen, honest and thorough. Enthusiasm is

infectious. . )
Help each other to be at ease. The circle is a

fellowship. )

Each must try to be open-minded and teachable.
Growth is of more importance than dog-
matism. L

Draw out the shy members by judicious questions,
while graciously diverting the flow of the too
talkative. .

Encourage the convel'satlona! z_lt_n}osphere.

Remember the spiritual possibilities of the eircle.

Preparation is essential. Reflection is invaluable.

P

31



Books for Reading
“Business Without a Buyer’—
Foster and Catchings—6/-.
“Poverty Amidst Plenty”’—Galloway—10d.

“Poverty in Plenty—the Ethics of Income’— _
Hobson—4/6

«The Monopoly of Credit”—Douglas—6/-.

«Our Economic Morality and the Iithics of Jesus”—
Ward—14/6.

“Religion and the Rise of Capitalism”—Tawney—17/6.
«The Christ of the Mount”—Stanley Jones—6/6.
«Roads to the City of God”—Basil Mathews—1/9.
«The Clash of Colour”—Basil Mathews—4/6.

«The Clash of World Forces”—Basil Mathews—4/6.








