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The Sky Pilot Youth Fellowship erecting dressing sheds and barbecue kitchen at the Mission Farm.

SKY PILOT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
As me ntione d in our December - J a nua ry

"Ne ws ," th e  m e m b e rs  o f th is  n e wly - fo rm e d
g ro u p  h a ve  b e e n  ve ry b u s y with  th e  b u ild in g s
re q u ire d  fo r  th e ir  a c t ivit ie s . Th e  fra m e wo rk
o f th e  b a rb e c u e  kitc h e n ,  a n d  a  c a b in  fo r g irls ,
a nd a nothe r for boys  ha ve  a lre a dy be e n e re cte d.
Ea ch  o f the s e  ca b ins  is  30  x 12  fe e t.  In  Win te r
tim e  it will be  pos s ib le  to  u s e  a  log  fire  fo r the
ba rbe cue s ; in  S um m e r, owing to  bus h -fire  re gu-
la tions ,  the  c ooking  will be  done  on  the  s tove s
in  th e  k it c h e n . W e  will b e  g la d  t o  h e a r  o f
young people  be tween the  a ges  of 16 a nd 30 who
a re  in te re s te d  in  th is  wo rk. Th e  yo u n g  fo lk
will n o t  o n ly  h a ve  a  t im e  o f h a p p y C h r is t ia n
fe llo ws h ip  a s  th e y a rra n g e  c a m p s ,  h ike s ,  c a r
d r ive s  a n d  g a m e s ,  b u t  th e y will a ls o  b e  a b le
to  t e a c h  th e  d a rk  c h ild re n  to  s wim  a n d  r id e
the  Mis s ion ponie s . O n S unda ys  the y will con-
d u c t  S u n d a y S c h o o l fo r  th e  d a rk  c h ild re n .

Whe n the  build ings  ha ve  be e n com ple te d  it is
h o p e d  to  b e  a b le  to  in vite  o th e r  F e llo ws h ip s
from  the  va rious  Churche s  to  com e  out he re  for

a n  occa s iona l we e k -e nd  ca m p s o  tha t the y will
s e e  s o m e t h in g  o f t h e  wo r k  we  a r e  t r y in g  t o
d o  a m o n g s t th e  a b o rig in a l c h ild re n  o f o u r o wn
la nd .

P IANO : At  o u r  la s t  R a lly a n d  S a le  o f W o rk
we  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  a  p ia n o  wa s  b a d ly n e e d e d
fo r  t h is  wo r k . F ir s t ly ,  s o  th a t  t h e  c h ild re n
c o u ld  b e  ta u g h t  c h o ru s e s ,  a n d  s e c o n d ly,  fo r
h ym n s  a n d  s o n g s  a t th e  m a n y g a th e rin g s  h e ld
a t  th e  Mis s io n  F a rm . W e  a re  ve ry h a p p y to
s ta te  th a t  b e fo re  th e  m e e tin g  wa s  o ve r a  ve ry
fine  p ia no  wa s  offe re d  by a n  a nonym ous  Chris -
t ia n  fr ie n d  wh o  wa s  p re s e n t . Th is  p ia n o  is
n o w in  th e  Mis s io n  lo u n g e ,  a n d  a lre a d y it  h a s
be e n  a  s ource  o f g re a t p le a s ure  to  ch ild re n  a nd
a dults . W e  a re  d e e p ly g ra te fu l to  G o d  a n d  to
t h e s e  s e r v a n t s  o f His  wh o  h a v e  m a d e  t h is
pos s ible .

C HILDR E N'S  HO LIDAYS :  W ith  th e  s p e c ia l
a u th o r it y  o f t h e  Ab o r ig in e s '  W e lfa r e  Bo a rd ,
we  h a ve  a rra n g e d  fo r  a ll th e  d a rk c h ild re n  to
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"Have you room for me?"

ha ve  a t le a s t two we e ks ' holida y in J a nua ry.
Will you p le a s e  m a ke  a  s pe cia l note  of the
dates? The  Mis s ion Fa rm will be  clos ed from
the  10th to the  24th of J a nua ry, 1959. We
specially ask friends to remember this and make
it as  wide ly known as  pos s ible  so tha t vis itors
will not ca ll be tween those  da tes . The re  will
only be  a  ca re take r s ta ff he re , and we  do not
wa nt frie nds  to be  dis a ppointe d if the y ca ll
whe n the  childre n a nd mos t of the  s ta ff a re
absent.

THE DROUGHT: The long - continued
spell of dry weather, and the water res trictions ,

have again upset our growing
crops. Ra in is  ba dly ne e de d to
s ave  the  little  tha t we  have  been
s trug g ling  to  ke e p  a live  in  the
orchard and garden. However, we
now have  had the  pumping plant
and motor delivered, together with
a ll the  p ip ing  a nd  s p ra y line s .
Work will go on s e tting  up  the
ma chine ry a nd la ying the  pipe s ;
but we  ne e d a  lot more  wa te r in
the dam before  any extens ive irri-
gation can be undertaken. There
has been ve ry little  ra in s ince  the
dam was completed a few months
ago. Whe n full, it will hold ove r
2i m illion ga llons  of wa te r. At
present there  is  only a  small pool
1 0  o r 1 2  fe e t in  de p th  in  the
bottom. This  is  handy as  a  swim-
m ing  p oo l,  b u t wou ld  no t la s t
long once irrigation commences.

THE LATE ARCHBIS HOP  OF
SYDNEY: The  s udden home  ca ll
of Dr. H. W. K. Mowll le ft thou-
sands of Christians from a ll
Churches  to mourn the pass ing of
one of the outs tanding evangelical
le a de rs  of our tim e . He  s e t a
s ta nda rd of Chris tia n living a nd
leadership that won the respect and
a dm ira tion of a ll. To thos e  of
us  a t the  Miss ion Farm, however,
there was a feeling of personal loss.
In 1934 the Sky Pilot spent several
da ys  a t Bis hops court in confe r-
ence  with the  Archbishop. From
that time onwards  His  Grace took
a  keen inte res t in the  activities  of
the  Sky P ilot Fe llows hip. Many
of our friends  will remember how
Dr. Mowll gracious ly spared time
to come  out to the  Mis s ion Fa rm
with Bis hop S ta nwa y, whe re  he

took the  cha ir a t our Ra lly a nd S a le  of Work,
some five or s ix years  ago. On very important
occasions a t the  Mis s ion Fa rm a  little  ca s e  of
s ilver spoons  comes  into use; it was  a  wedding
p re s e nt from  the  Archb is hop  to  Ke ith  a nd
Gwen Langford -Smith when they were married

_ne a rly 23 ye a rs  a go. On several occas ions
Mr. Langford -Smith had the privilege of driving
the  Archbis hop a nd Mrs . Mowll to a nd from
"Gilbulla ". When Mr. Langford -Smith was
in hospita l following a  coronary occlus ion, the
Archbis hop ma de  time  to phone  the  hos pita l
from time  to time  to ask for news . And when
the  "He ra ld" publis he d the  s tory of the  the ft
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Persian cats at MareIla Mission farm.

o f th e  Mis s io n  tu rke ys ,  th o u g h  it wa s  o n ly
a  d a y o r  two  a fte r  th e  lo s s  o f h is  wife ,  th e
Archbishop se nt a  me ssa ge  of sympa thy. Sure ly
we  h a ve  n e ve r h a d  s o  g re a t a  le a d e r in  th e
Church who could re me mbe r e ve n the  mos t un-
im p o rta n t o f h is  p e o p le . W e  th a n k  G o d
for e ve ry re me mbra nce  of him .

10th ANNIVERSARY OF T H E SKY
P ILO T'S  LO G : Th e  An n ive rs a ry R a lly a n d
S a le  o f Work he ld  in  the  lowe r S ydne y Town
Ha ll on  Nove m be r 1s t, 1958 , wa s  one  o f the
mos t succe s s ful tha t we  ha ve  e ve r ha d. Ma ny
m ore  frie nds  tha n  us ua l a tte nde d , a nd  the re
wa s  a  m os t frie nd ly s p irit tha t wa s  e vide n t to
a ll. The  fina ncia l re s ults  a ls o we re  be tte r tha n
usua l. In c lu d in g  d o n a tio n s , we  to o k a  to ta l

We  wis h  to  th a n k
a ll who he lpe d to ma ke  this  such a n outs ta nding
success.

DAY F O R  "S HUT-INS ": Th is  ye a r  it  wa s
not pos s ible  to hold the  us ua l da y for s hut-ins .
Ho we ve r, we  tru s t to  b e  a b le  to  h o ld  s u c h  a
da y a bout Ma rch, 1959. We  wo u ld  b e  g la d
to  h e a r  o f fr ie n d s  wh o ,  th ro u g h  a g e  o r  ill-

he a lth , a re  una b le  to  tra ve l by tra in  a nd  bus
bu t who  wo tild  like  to  vis it the  Mis s ion  Fa rm .
We  ca n a rra nge  for ca rs  to  pick up our gue s ts
in  th e  m o rn in g . T h e y will b e  b ro u g h t  to
Ma re Ila  fo r  lu n c h ,  a n d  will b e  re tu rn e d  to
the ir hom e s  be fo re  it is  too  la te  in  the  a fte r-
noon. In pre vious  ye a rs , the se  da ys  ha ve  be e n
a  tim e  of g re a t p le a s ure  a nd  b le s s ing . The
invita tion  is  to  ALL who a re  s hut-in , no  m a tte r
wha t Church  the y m a y be long  to . J us t s e nd
your na m e  a nd a ddre s s  to  the  S e cre ta ry, S ky
P ilo t Fe llows h ip , Box 29 , Ca s tle  Hill, a nd  we
will s e e  tha t a n  invita tion  is  fo rwa rde d . We
would  a ls o  like  to  he a r from  ca r owne rs  who
wo u ld  b e  willin g  to  g ive  u p  o n e  S a tu rd a y in
Ma rc h  in  o rd e r to  b rin g  th is  d a y o f p le a s u re
to  thos e  who ha ve  s o  little  b righ tne s s  in  the ir
live s .

THE  LATE  MR .  G E O R G E  W ALTE R S : In
the  Octobe r - Nove m be r "Ne ws " we  m e ntione d
the  build ing of the  Mis s ion da m , which will be
a n  a s s e t in  th e  fu tu re . The  ope ra to r wa s
Mr.  G e o rg e  Wa lte rs ,  wh o  s ta ye d  with  u s  a t
th e  Mis s io n  F a rm ,  a n d  in  n o  tim e  b e c a m e
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"one  of the  fa m ily". Ne ve r be fore  ha d we
a  gue s t who wa s  m ore  thoughtful a nd con-
s ide ra te , and we  lea rned to love  and re s pect
him  for his  fine  cha ra c te r. Afte r finis hing
the  dam he re , Mr. Walte rs  took his  bulldoze r
to the  S nowy Rive r to a nothe r job  tha t wa s
waiting. It ca me  a s  a  te rrible  s hock to le a rn
s hortly a fte r tha t Ge orge  ha d be e n kille d in
a n a ccide nt with his  ma chine . He  le a ve s  a
young wife  and son. We  pra y tha t the y ma y
be  com forte d in the ir s orrow. W e  a t th e
Mis s ion Farm can ha rdly be lieve  tha t George
has passed on. In his "spare" time George was a
sergeant in the army, and his hobby was to jump
from aeroplanes  with his  parachute. We often
thoug ht of the  ris ks  he  took in  s uch e xe r-
cises ; little  did we dream that the fatal accident
would occur in the  wa y it did. We  wis h to
extend our deepest sympathy to his wife and son.
Eve ry tim e  we  look a t the  da m  a t our ba ck
door it will remind us  of the  man who built it.

THE  DAR K C HILDR E N: Sometimes we
admit children for a  period of weeks  or months
in order to ass is t mothers  who, temporarily, are
unable  to take  ca re  of them. For this  reason
the re  a re  childre n com ing  a nd going  from
time to time . But we  a re  unable  to accept any

exceeded. Howe ve r gre a t the  ne e d, the re  is
jus t not the  accommodation or the  s taff to care
for them prope rly. This  ha s  been a  ma tte r of
great concern to the  Council of the  Fellowship.
It s hould not ha ppe n tha t ANY ne e dy da rk
child should be  turned away. For this  reason,
the  Council has  been ve ry bus y drawing up
plans for larger and permanent accommodation.
When matters have been finalised, a copy of the
pla ns  will be  publis he d in this  pa pe r; in the
m e a ntim e , a  lot of work is  involve d. Plans
have  to be  drawn. These are considered care-
fully by the  va rious  me mbe rs  of the  Mis s ion
Council, and suggestions  for improvements  are
invite d a nd whe re  cons ide re d a dvis a ble  a re
incorporated. The  plan is  then re  -drawn and
s ub m itte d to  a n honora ry a rchite c t for h is
advice. Builde rs  have  to be  inte rviewed and
quotes  obtained for constructional costs . Finally
the completed plans have to be submitted to the
Shire  Council for its  approva l. All this  ta ke s
time. But our Council members  are  not a llow-

ing any unnecessary delay. Different members
a re  s pe nding hours  of the ir time  e ve ry we e k
in seeking to perfect their particular share of the
work. You may also share in this  work, firs tly by
your p ra ye rs  tha t God will dire ct a nd ove r-
rule every stage of the work; secondly by seeking
to inte re s t your frie nds  in this  work for the
dark children.

Of re ce nt months  ma ny ne w frie nds  ha y(
ta ke n a  ke e n inte re s t in  the  work. In hiE
deputa tion work, the  Sky P ilot has  s poken tc
many thousands  of people  during the  pas t 12
months. A s teadily increas ing flow of vis itorE
is reaching the Mission Farm to see just what wc
are  doing. Thos e  who a tte nde d one  of thE
Ra llie s  a t the  Mis s ion Fa rm a  fe w ye a rs  a ge
have  remarked on the  changes . In  p la ce  oi
dust, broken down fences and dilapidated build.
ings , the re  is  the  ne w 2i, million ga llon da m,
young  fru it tre e s ,  a nd  (in  s p ite  of the  dry
spell) an ever-increasing garden. Young shade
andY ornamental trees and flowerings shrubs arc
being planted wherever possible. We are very
gra te ful to friends  who have  s upplied us  with
young shrubs, trees, and plants. This year nearly
1,000 Hippeastrums flowered, and there are over
2,000 Flag Irises . The severa l hundred Ama-
ryllis  or Be lladonna  Lilie s  should be  flowering
after Chris tmas, and will make a great show.

For some time we have been averaging be-

as  many as  170. We are  very pleased about
this , though unfortuna te ly we cannot spare  as
much time as  we would wish with our vis itors .

ROWING BOAT: We  a re  a nxious  to pur-
chase  a  small rowing boa t, in good condition.
It is  required for us e  on the  Mis s ion dam. If
any friend knows  where  one  can be  obta ined
a t a  rea s onable  price  we  will be  glad to hea r
of it.

CONCLUSION: We  ha ve  much ca us e  to
praise God for the wonderful way He is  opening
up this  work; for the  hea lth and happines s  of
the  childre n; for the  da ily p rovis ion of our
needs ; for the  increased support tha t we need
in  o rde r to  c a re  fo r ou r "fa m ily",  a nd  fo r
ans wered praye r in many important ma tte rs .
P lease  continue  to pray for His  bless ing, guid-
a nce  a nd provis ion for the  pre s e nt a nd the
future  of this  work.
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