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When we speak of a person afailing, we haveno

reference to anyomanic staty whatoever. Weefer,

HOW TO STOP FAILING rather, & that unfrtunate and unhappy individual who
AND START SUCCEEDING is failingotapproximate sthighet potential, vk not
Scripture: Psalm 84:11; Matt8:20 realizing his gredtecapacity, who is livimga dwer

level than Godemated ki to live. We refer te piér
sn wh is tied up andotked up side hiself wh ha
never yetucceded in getting fully releasedetme

THE topic we are tliscus todayi: hw bt stop failina what @ meant hima thie. When we speéka pesn
and startsucceeding. At thetet | think gvhapson: as succeding, we are referring to an individuais wh
& tw thlgk oughtd besaid abut this dpic. First, there free, who bdound the answer to life,isvi longer
is a certen elemendf preumption in anye: having the victimf his inner confliet but 4 releaed and is -
the aglaghty@speak onuch asubject, dr thee might be whole andsinom al in hi appeach & life.
@ mtimatin hidden in it that the speakean exprt Still anther thing we @ould dikeake clear that
m suGes - which | asire yous inot the case. | wanted when wepeakon hw b startsucceeding we dot mean,
to mak that dar. or even imply, that you can have everythiwgny in
The second thing ithatsome peoplmightreaard thi this life. That, ofoarse, would be asitgl N hunman
as rathe stange subject matter & sermon.That of being is oing to get everything he wants. Lebeus h
Gurse, depend entiely upn. yur enceptionf a @er inded, that heomit; because it is rehtipaible that
mn. W. hold that asermn is a G d-centered, Cht-cen what h thinks b want is just what b ought not to have.
tered, Blble-centeredaition and dtusion of pinci
ples and predures designed devlop th very finst FOR example, theeeaifrienchf mine by the nanmfe
type'obersh and,dnitum, the.fipest fype okty. William Gargan, who watone time a well4mn motin

picture agt. Amng many picturek made oncalled
They Got What They Wanteava so well received that

COPYRIGHT 1967 by FOUNDATION Fo
R CHRISTIAN LIVING he thought maybe he might receive that coveted award

This is a recorded transcription of a s i
erm 2 . :

”"?ggtysgg de- ';eale at Marble Collegiate Church." delivered extempora- known a the "Gcar." But he wadisappointed. Hdid
biinted copisesoofp;?pll’% lar,ound the world receive each month these nt get an Oscar.stradhe got cancef the thsat.
you, your family and frﬁgﬁdss_sesﬁmg’,‘;-s"!ﬁdwr',".jr;g"a%'gd;{n;p:“ the(m to Presently bilarynx hadotbe reo.ved and higolden
Zl;}r%g.)cﬁ]c;:islft?::d:tl?‘n'for Christian Living, Pawling, N.Y. 125645.58s s voice wastilled. He was deeply disaged.
as no specific c_hat:'rgels:)lfa r;tdgzlgr#ﬁ%ennd;r?geuegnmvao(}gnﬁglr'yt%%ntribu.t e Then b wa tld that there & method by which an
sermons. Your gifts, together with others, make possible the \fveorrdnvr»‘/fgg artificial voiceod can be put in and the patient taught

distribution of Dr. Peale’s message of practical Christian living.
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HAVING said all this, | want to repeat that the Bible and
to use it. Patiently, he did this. I'll never forget the n@intistianity offer a way whereby an individual can de
he and | spoke on the same program and | heardvkiop a quality and richness of life that is beyond all imag
talk for twenty minutes with a fair semblance of higsatilsh. And this is the kind of success referred to in this
mastery of speech. He became a tremendous inspisati@ie topic, how to stop failing and start succeeding. The
to people who had been similarly affiicted. essence of the matikercontained in passage in the

Not long ago | happened to catch a television pro¥ftiinPsalm - one that you have heard all your life, I am
originatingin Hollywoodwherehonor was being paid sure - where the psalmist tells us that "no good thing will
William Gargan by the whole motion picture industrye AGod) withhold from them that walk uprightly.” But
vast and brilliant assemblage of noted people had gathiéat, does it mearprightly? o _
Speeches were made by various people. But the grehtéypk the usual understanding is that no good thing
speech was made by Bill Gargan himself. In the ratHérbe withheld from a person who lives a good life. Up
rasping mechanical voice whic;h he had mastered Fighggess mean honorableness, truthfulness, purity, decen
called that he once played in a picturelfitajyeGot CY - just general goodness. The only trouble with that is
What They Wantedd that he wanted an Oscar, bihat from theays ofjob until nowwe have seen in
did not get it. "I was deeply disappointed," he said. "B&f@nces where the righteous suffer and have all manner
God permitted me to have a part in a far greater prod@theartache and pain; and the evil flourish like the green
tion which | call/Got What Gadfanted." bay tree. I've even had people tell me, "It never pays to

You could see, even over television, how deeply .bc%:QtOOd' Tgey conter:jd tbat the smart onesdget aI\INa_y V.V'tr?.k
vast assemblage was affected by a man who wanﬂgaa %?goo people | op't ?et ay reYvar y V}/Ie ‘ L e
thing but got another and who admitted that the thiﬂ?ﬂ GERCRONGS Lo d"me, God dogsn t p?Y all His debts
got was greater than the thing he didn't get. on the first of January." And he continued, "I've watched

) ey ) ) theseevil-doerovermany years.They may get away
So the wise God isn't going to give you and me \@¥RMt for one year, five years, ten years, thirty years,

thing we want, because He knows what we need. h/Re forty years. But I've lived a longalife evil pays
reminded of Tagorthe great Indian mystic and poefp jts own coin in the end. Whereas those who are good do
who said'l have often been saved by God's hard ggffer, and there is no promise that they won't; but they
fusals." Not gettingsomethingyou greatlydesireisn't  come out on a higher value level.lydtmthingis with

pleasantlt can be painfullt can be very bitter. But he|d from those who are upright.

sometimes the greatest thingwhatappens to us is Byt jt seems to me that if you take thypsigindrd

when God says, "No. | want it another way." Infanfiig stop with it you haven't probed its profounder mean
people complain and say that God is cruel or that thergrgs at all. | would hold that it also means that no good

no God. Mature people, -however, know that there istpyigy will He withhold from those who stand tall. Man is
dom and sometimes an eternal kindness in God's refusals.
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the only really upright animal. | guess a monkey is sortor a saxophone and the same note on the piano would vi
of upright, but he is only half-way upright. A cow is notbrate.They could seeit vibrate - andno otherstring
upright, a horse is not upright, a dog is not upright. Man  would.
is the one who is upright. He is so designed that his head If sounding just the right note can shatter a glass or
climbs toward the sky. He has an upthrust in him. He has cause a certain string on a piano to vibrate, is it hard to
a mind that can reach beyond the stars, even to the inconceive that there may be a similar connection between
tricacies of space. He can reach up until he approximates the sensitivity of the human soul and the divine truth of
and makes contact with the great flow of truth and, once God? The person who walks uprightly makes this harmo
he does so, no good thing in this upright universe is denied nious connection. Life then flows not away from him but
him. So to stand upright can mean to get yourself tall, toward him, and "no good thing" is withheld from him.
into contact with divine truth. "Ah," you may say, "that is fancifull" All right, let us

getit down to earth. That suits me. | went by train to
LET me use an illustration which | used in a sermon Altoona Pennsylvania to make a speech, and at the sta
once before and which was later printed. | thought it was tion there were only two taxicabs and a lot of people. The
a good illustration. But a woman up in Maine who read system there is for a taxi driver to fill his cab before he
the printed sermon wrote to tell me | had missed a littletarts, taking as many fares as he can. In the cab | headed
on this one - hadn't got the facts quite right. It was about for, the driver already had a man in the front seat. There
Enrico Caruso. | once heard Caruso in the old Metropoli was a little wisp of a woman sitting in the back seat. So
tan Opera House. | will never forget the majesty of thatl gotin and sat beside her. Then, friends, along came one
tremendous lilting, soaring voice. Well, Caruso had a din of the largest women | have ever seen. She was huge. The
ner-table trick which he used to do. AsI'd recalled it, he driver glanced at the little lady and me and he said to the
would hold up a slender glass and sing in ascending scale big woman, "Come on, madam. In the back seat. Plenty
until he got to a certain note, whereupon the glass would of room for you." thought if ever I'd met a positive

crack into a hundred piedast the woman in Maine thinker, he was it.
said that was not the way he did it. Well, the woman flowed into that Asedtshe was

"Mr. Carusotappedthe glassfirst with a spoonor sitting, | must tell you, at least half on me. As we started
knife," she wrote, "to getkidgenote. He sang that note up the street she said, "I'm so glad to see you all." We
with power into the glass to shatter it. He could not haveacknowledged this. She was obviously one of those wonder
done it till he got the key ndteerything in the world is ful Pennsylvania Dutch housefraus, just a great mother of
in vibration and has a key note." humanity, and very happy. She said she had come all the

She went on to add that her husband was an accom way from Lebanon to Alto®na to go to a big meeting being
plished musician and they used to take the top off theiheld in the Methodist Church. "Are you all going to the
piano and her husband would sound a note on a clarinetmeeting?" she asked.
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The little woman didn't say anything. | gathered that
the man in the front had no idea of going. | s;iid, "I'H#P I; theoretical religion just doesn't interest me. An id, @a
going to the meeting." has to work if it is to hold my interest.

"You are?" said the big womadawell, that's .good. A _ -3
I'm sure we're going to have a good meeting_ Who's Speak. FINAL element in how to StOp falllng and start succeed

ing at this meeting?" ing is to ask if there is any errorin us. Why is it that so
"l'am," | answered. ' many people cut themselves off from receiving God's mar
She looked at me and asked, "Where'd you come from?"Velous benefits? | suspect it is because of the amount of
"New York City." error we build up in ourselves across the years.

"My!" she said. "You must be pretty good. Then she In readingChristianScienceliterature we constantly
looked at me again and added, "Atleast | hope so." €ncounter the teaching that error gets in the way of health
Well, | hoped so too. As we went along she enthus@®d all well-being and that the only way to counteract
about how wonderfuleverythingwas until finally the error is by truth. It is taught that the truth makes you well.
saturnine character in the front seat turned around an@ell, error can indeed make you sick, error can make you
said, "I have never seen anybody as happy as you. Are youweak, error can make you futile, error can make you fail;
as happy as you sound?" because error makes a person do things the wrong way.
"Why," she said, "bless your life, of course I'm happy. Error makes a person inept. Thg erroneous person says
You see, I've been walking with God and He has mad&® wrong thing at the wrong time, he fails to establish
me happy." rz?pport with people, he messes things up,: beca?use hg is a
And what was the result of all this? The little lady be Victim of error. On the other hand, a person filled with
side me loved her, the taxi driver loved her, | loved HKe¢th speaksrightly, actsrightly, doesrightly; he has
and even the man in the front seat loved her. With K#RINg he has perceptiveness, he has rightness. And when
natural joyous upthrust she had shown us divine truthyou have rightness, then you are in the high flow of God's
When she got out | thoughtmigself that the simple truth and no good thing is withheld. The problem is to get
people of this world are the ones who take Him at HR&ror out of you. How do you do that? Let me conclude
word and walk tall, uprightly - and no good thing will wih this illustration of how one person did |t_:

He withhold from them. Somemonths ago | was in North Carolina to make a
Again | remind you that this doesn't mean you can be sPeech and was staying at a motel. When | returned to the
free from the pain and trouble of life. You can't. Maypotel after my speech there was a man waiting for me
when God gives you trouble He is not withholding anyvho said he would like to talk with me. "I've read some
good thing from you but instead is showering you wit@f your books,” he said, "but I still haven't got the an

wonderful blessings. People contend that this is theoreticalSWer to my problem. I'm a failure. I've got to admit it. |

and say they want to hear something practical. Well, 98t @ job for which | have all the qualifications, all the
know-how, but after a while I'm in trouble with my asso-
8
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ciates and I'm out. It seems to happen everywhere | workwrong with yourself. Now if your attitudes are altogether
"I'm very unluckyt this discouraged man continued.right, how come you never make a right rapport with
"All the people | have worked for have treated me badl{he men you try to work with? Maybe that is something
| haven't had a single job where | got cooperation. IWe ought to explore."
every case there have been chiselers and shirkers." And was afraid you'd say something like that," he said.
he related several incidents. Describing how associates had"Well, can you see any specific thing in your personality
treated him, he used such words as "obstructed," "h&hat would make for trouble?" '
strung," "undermined," "double-crossed." After a moment's thought he said, "I have a tendency
"And when it comes to a showdown," he said, "I alwaysto gripe."
find bosses unreasonable. | haven't had an employer y&tm willing to believe that may be one of your prob
whom I'd call a really straightforward, friendly man. 8ms," | said.
how can | help but fail? | guess maybe I'm oversensitive"You see," he then told me, "I'm so sensitive that if
-1don't know." And he asked, "What am | going to do? anybody does the slightest thing that rubs me wrong |
What's the answer to my problem?" begin to hate him."
"Now look," | replied, "you are asking me to tell you,Go on. Youre doing fine." And little by little he came
just like that, what's wrong with you. That | can't dodp with a number of other wrong conditions in himself.
And | wouldn't do it if | could, because if | wereto teWrote them down, handed him the sheet of paper, and
you what is wrong with you, it wouldn't come alive to youreminded him;'Now | didn't tellyou you had these
as the real answer. You'd think of it as just my answer tothings wrong with you. This is what you told me. This is
your problem. That is why we have to discuss thingghevalue of a conferericbrings such things out. There

the point where you see the answer for yourself." it is. Why don't you take these things and go home and see
"Well," he asked, "in what I've told you, do you sékyou can't pray this error out of you. Then take the con
any clues?" trary thing, which is truth, and pray that into you?"

"Yes, | do see one clue," | said. "You've told me about
failing in several jobs. It sounds like these jobs have dAE reported to me much: later that he not only got his
fered one from another quite a bit, both in general set-wjfe to pray with him, but also his pastor. And they formed
and in type of personalities you were thrown with. Thesgnity of prayer on the basis of remembering that "where
situations seem to have had little in common excepttwieaor three are gathered" in His name, He is there "in
youwere in them and in every case you failed. So maybethe midst of them." He said, "It wasn't easy, because long
you should take a closer look at yourself. You say ybabit of thought was involved in it, but we prayed out the
associates and employers have been terrible people, but @br and we're praying in the truth. I'm working now for
once have you implied your own attitude might be wronga company where things are working out just great. I've
Everything's wrong with all these other people, not a thingever been with.finer people."
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I would say in terms of the old-fashioned religion that
what happened to this man was that he had a conversion,
not from drink or from lust or from dishonesty, but from
error. And he began to walk uprightly. So much so, that
the truth overbalanced the error ultimately and he is today
well on the way to that quality of success which | defined
earlier as the full releasing of the whole personality. -

"No good thing will he withhold from them that walk
uprightly." So let us take a look at the error that we have
in us and ask God to take it from us and build up the
truth within, that we can become tall and walk uprightly
and stop failing and start succeeding as personalities in
the highest sense of that concept.

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we know that Thou hast
put into us all a very great and wondel:£ful potential which
we have often choked off and inhibited by the error which
we have proceeded to build up in us by thought, word and
deed. Help us to open ourselves so gotoftteteiuth
that the error may be flushed out and truth may prevail,
so that walking uprightly as tall men, with head and heart
in harmony with Almighty God, we may enter into rich
ness of life. Through Jesus Christ our Romdn.
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