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What do you think of a nation which .permits the rape of 
wanen by pol Icemen, and the murder of babies? 

I heard a student on the radio the other day saying 
that these things· were canmon-place in a large Asian 
country she had recently visited. 

She was very angry; quite clearly her morn! indlgna+'-m 
was at boll Ing point. She all eged that it was baby 
girl s In particular who were be ing put to death, since 
they were less useful than boys. 

How do you react to news like this, assuming that the 
a l leg ations arc tru e ? 

One t hing that was particularly interesting was the 
reaction of the interviewer on the radio prog ramme. 
Those Intervi ewers ar0 trained to put the qu estions 
which the ir audi ence would thanselves like to ask. In 
a r eal way, they r epresent us. So I was not at al I 
surprised to hear what the Intervi ewer asked, since It 
was just the sort of question which we have a l I been 
brainwashed into thinking Is Important. 

I can ' t quote him exactly, but It went sanethlng llke 
this: 1 0.K. you saw these things ••..• but what gives 
you t he r lght to er It lei se? After a 11, each culture 
has Its own custans. It 1 s not up to us to judge thGt ,. 

Do you think that's fair canment? The wanan he was 
talking to did not buy It. Her outrage at rape and 
murd er was too strong to submit to the Idea that there 
are many different standards of justice In the world. 
Not for her the Idea that tt Is permissibl e to murder 
a chlld In . Calcutta, even thoogh -Tt "Ts'.frowned on · rn 
Sydney. 
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She repeated her condemna'tlon fh no uncertain tenns • 
Just as the Interviewer represented us In one way, 
she represented us Jn another. She gave voice to our 
own deep conviction that there are real stand~rds of 
right and wrong tn the world, and that men and wanen are 
responsible for obeying them. 

Mind you, the other Idea that right and wrong dep0nd on 
where you I Ive, ls pretty persuasive. You can east ly see 
why It appeals to us: If we can't judge the actions of 
others, then we can't be judged ourselves. 

This ls convenient and canfortable since we have our own 
national · and personal sins for which we would rather not 
be responsible. Can you draw a distinction between 
kl I ling a baby just after It has been born and aborting 
It before It Is born? lt 1 s rather dlff lcult. Or, what 
about our greed? Canpared with others, we Au.strallans 
are . fabulously wealthy - but when It canes to 1tvlng 
away our money sacrlflclal ly, we are great mls·~rs. Or, 
how about the legacy of Insecurity and fear that we are 
passing on to our children by making self-fu lff lment the 
chief aim of fern! ly I lfe, instead of love? 

If rape and baby murder are wrong, It ls because there 
ls a Judge who has declared them wrong; If other people are 
responsible for their sins, so too are we, and with less 
excuse because we know God's Law. How ready are you to 
meet the judge of al I men, and to accept responsibility 
for what you have and have not done? 
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