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An archdeacon friend recently compl,inc~ 
to me about ~ parngr~ph in a religiouG Dcwspuper 
•rihich stated thnt though the Hom·J.n C·i. tholic 
Church r~cognises ~he ministers of the Greek 
Orthodox Church as true minist0ro it doca not 
re cocr. i sc Church of 3nbl:J.nd mi!l i :Jtcrs. Before 
lookin3 further i~to this matter let ua conaider 
v h·1t in the ~Jci11 '.L'cstmn~· nt te:J.clling ··tbout the 
Christian rniniotry. ~or this, chapter 4 of 
st. ~2ul ' s l etter to th0 Ephcsi,na iG n most 
:i..mport.'.l.nt p8Gs ·1ge. There -.'JC Ge e-. th.'.l.t t;o every 
Christ i an has been given by ChriGt Gome gift or 
other to be used to assist the Gpiri tu~1l grov1th 
of his or her fcllo~ Christians. ~o-one is 
wi thout n spir ituql gift to be used ~nd ministered 
for the benefit of all , but in oarticular st. 
Paul noints out that God qivec ~ithin the 
Christ inn con gr .::g2 t ion th~ gif tu of p·w tors ·rnd 
teachers, that throu~h their ministry of the 
Vora of God the Christi:rn congrcg:-i.tion should 
grow in knowledge of God and so Grow in Christ­
lilrc chn.r.::tcter. st. Pc.ul ' s words arc "Christ 
h:J.o g i vc:n some to be p:1.:Jtors <'.l.:Od te 'J.che rs for 
thl perfecting of the snints ••• till wc all 
attain unto the unity of the f2ith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God unto .::t full grown 
man, unto the meo.surc of the sto.turc .Jf the 
fulness of Christ;: . 

In the Epiotlc to the Rom :rn s chapter 8 
Pnul says it is Goa's purpose from eternity 
tho.t we should be conformed to the im .'1ge of His 
Son . :\Tow this is brou.'.;ht .'1b~rnt by the ministry 
of God's ~ord in ~h ich, I say 9 all Christi'1ns 
ho.ve rt share, but wh ich is pre-eminently entrusted 
to particulo.r members of the congregation. If 
we iook to the Old 'l'cstnmcnt or :-iutside 
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~J G.J~ . It ic he 0~~ ~ffcra the ~:Jrship)~r'D 
:..,·,cr i:Cice t:J G.='r~ JD 1-..c. ·:~lf ')f th(.. ··:'::'rs;1i~)~)Cl'e 
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i :j c:-. :f.~ .:.r f'=...,crificc s .:; ::..s ~.J 1"~c;~1cile i:'.:c 
: '"'rrJ~'"'-i.)~~cr .-Jit~:.. :1i8 tJJ:~. · .. n~-: ~~3 i :_;r.~;- 9 ~~~c ·1picc~ 

·.- . . 3 '1 c ~~~~_J:;i~ -.1:~ };rJ·"1i11cnt fi -;L1rc i ·11 t1--:c.. 01' _ 
.-:'r_3t:t~Jc0 t rcli.·i):--J ·~rv1 -:-J_c ') i:n the r e li ·: i:>::1.J Jf 
"" - mis' 1 ··~:~~:-,,er >:.=' the ·~:1 cic·,1t ""J rl ~ or :::f .Jur 
.,.., 'er~ ti·~cco :i: c -1.s ~. r;'-:. ttcr J f ·1cr:1 --r':."'lt interest 
--.1 ·: i·:;~y- r ~~.,1cc ... ::~t i D ti1c ·rc:i ·r c st ~sic:-r:; the· .. ·"' r e~ 

f.., r Priest .. 3 uc:~ ~f ~he s~crificiD- pric8t -r 
]!J. ,..,_i::::-.. r· r Jf. (_c·~',':.c ni rn:1 i s : ever :·)~'li ed t8 
t:.c Chrisci-::~1 r.: i :i i stc 1' . '::'he C'.:.risti :tn i;; inistcr 
i 3 :icv-::.r terr-:"''~ ·1ricst. :L'h: r c"'::::JD i s nJt f -:.r C') 
c~-=!~ . J:''-:.c C~1l"isti~r1 rc2.ic-i'Jil kXlT.1 G 'Jf D 'J S'JCCi'·.l 
cl .~s - f ~crc,ns .:)J h~vc t~L exclusive privilc~c 
'Jf ~r~~in: nc~r t :i GJ: : r of : frerin: s~crificc. 
In r-e, l. :, t ;1.: ··•c." ?cst-:r;:•_:nt ;-.!:'cl::cs it clc<J.r ··T1'.1 t;-ir_t 
C~wi st' s s ~,crific: c ll '13 been 1J'fc rc C: .::n.; C-:.lir•.?:y, 
1' furth e r s-~cri::'icc ic DCC '~CC", .•r iD (kCC is f'X:s i ble. 

Je sus is c -:.llc ::: ?ricct in the · 7 c·;1 
Tcct2nc·1t bcc·:.usc, :1 f c J ursc, :!::':e ; ffcrc c1 the ')DC 

c :x:1plc-cc :tri-:: per:Lc c t G'J.c r i ficc, tl:.c S":.crif i cc ·)f 
Himse l f :in the ~lt ~r ~f Cnlv'.:'.. r y ~h:n He rnnCc 
pr'Jp i ti2t i '.)n o.nJ ~btnineC fJrcivcr,esc for o.11 :Jur 
s i n3 . Al s J , CJ.11 Chr i 3t i o.YJS i n cc:ncro.l "..l"e C'J.llcc1 

. t b t' ' C'1 . .... - ry .n pr i ea s, ccausc, tlr ~)U~n tI' l S u , CV L '.)DC J.L us 
ho.s o. ful l r i :sht t:J c 'Jric in t:. G:i c: ' s prese n ce . 
But the C~r i st i o.n mi :n i ste r is ne ve r c o.l led a p riest. 
It is not ~c c idcnt~l tho.t thi s w~ rd ~f 2 

so.crif i c i nc p r ies t is ne v e r used 'Jf the Christ i an 
n i n i s t e r i n the ~,C:\'J :rcs t :imen t . The r co.s:Jn is tho.t 
sin c e Co.lvo.r y t he r e i s D:J f urthe r sacrifi ce f'J r 
s i Ds DJr c1 J wo :need o..ny l:Jn::sc r o. s:_)ec i nl clas s 



~f .,Cl"iJCH1S ,' st::'·'l'' bcb,-·c..:.:n L:G ~- !'J r~ 0-Jl~ . 1 ''1 the 
--c.;.1 ·_\:;::;t·~rxn~~ the ~hr i ::;t i '.:'.:1 r:~ i ".'."li:;tc r i s c :::..ll c;d 
...,_ rrcGbytc r , th~t i s, ...,_~ cl,cr . Our E~:li sh '~ r d 
'"'I ... i c--:t ' 1· s , .. , · ·1· vcc:i f ' r'"' >lJ -L'-i" 1 ' r ,;:i ·" r"'c ~b-.rt'"'r ..-,·na LJ - 1..... .. ~- .L • -· •• u • .1. __ .._; "'-· J., u v 1.... 'J \,-

SC ri c t l ~r 01x2k i ri:; it JJC.D8 ' clr.'.'.c r'. 1-: i s 
unf·jrtu~1~.te thnt i n :C:1,:::li _;l-: r1e l:.".v e n1 :it'.Kr ri:wc~ 
tJ r~eo c ri'Jc; the; s::tcri:ici·1--: !)r i cs t ~f J 1,:r~ -,ir_:r.1 
".:1 c1 p '.:'.. -:..-,_ri i 31:; "'.; :1:-,ri th i::; -,-,,, r ,~ ·. · :1 i c i-: i"1 t Y:c -T :. ,_._, 

'I'est'.ncnt iG user~ f;r t'.x .. C'.:.ri.:"t i ".~1 cl "er- 2:1-1 i s 
C::.";'./ r'i:::~~ ~- ·rict f r ::.n the 1:1:rc~ c.sc.:: ii.1 ti:.e -·c;J 

'i'cs t 0-ncnt f'Jr the C".c rifici.1·· nri'--stt'J:--"G Jf the 
rcl i ..,. i 'JrJG r ::iu:JC1 ' 1.b::iut, ~:r,-- f2l' -.-.;-,_-~_ch t::crc io ri; 

c :wrcb~:>'.)rir1 i ~1c; v.1 Jrc' iri E.nr_:lic1:. 

n'Jv! the 2'Jn-'.:1 C·;.t h,;2. i c Chur•c h '.-:~~ve 
c ::ime t :::i r e r: '.:'. r c1 the ir n i ;:"Ji.J-:<...rS '.:'.S S". C rir"'i c L1~, 
p riests. The y bc; lie vc that in service "f the 
lI:::i.ss the n i:ni s t c r :;f fe r ::; U) i:r. G".c rif icc Jcouc 
Chr i st :iiosclf , -~-' i1J h::.c C ::>iJC t:- be )re. sc1t i i.1 Hi G 
hwi1::m i ty :1!Vl '" i vi r1 i t:r :'..S Ee '.Y,;::, b'.:J r:n 'Jf the 
blcsse~ virc i :n, t h~uch D 'J~ Ee : c present un ~c r the 
o.p~)Cr.r nnu c :Jf br c0-C' o:rv'. •:1 i ne 7 ':.1'.-.cich n:::i l ::m ,e r 
cxi s t s b ut in it s pl n e e c; i1c re i s Jc sus Ch:r i st ,'nly . 
S:J J:Jrn.:m C2tholic s ~c lie ve . l i.1 c v c. r y r.::'.33 :J Ur 
d ivine Snvi :Jur i s thJ~Jht t:J be ~ffc rc: by the 
~J ricst t :J Ge/"'. f ·J r ~'.1c; ·"1r::i~-· i t i ':'..t i :1D Clf :....L1c . 'i'l1uo 
t [1c C'Ju!l cil :if '.L' r e; :n: 7 Scs;_;i:::::i 22 7 so.;ys 11 1;1 the 
lf2ss the srn-uc Chri s : i s ic~.J~; l ::.tcc~ r!h:J ~n cc 
:Jffc r cd II ir.1z;clf 'J:'.l : he cr :;ss " ~-~1 c~ the C:::mricil 
o.dc1ec:. " If ..-,_::Jy·) :n c sc_ys th,..,_t in the Hn s s -;_ t r ue o.:n c1 
nr~nc r G'l. c r i f icc is t~t :ff c r cd t :J G'Jd l e t hin be 
~-no. t hc'.'Jo. :r . But t he B:blc oto.tes i n t he Ep i r.:tlc 
t :J t h e lieb r c~ s 9 c s pc c:nlly i n c hnp tcrs 9 a n d 10 9 
thC'.. t Chris t' s , ; fe rin .:; oi.1 C0clv:::ry was netclc ~ nee 
f:::ir all ~:nd t hat He ~~cs n :J t n e ed t ~ rc~cat it 
{2ily like t he p ri c s: s :if the r e lig i :Jn s r 'J u nd 
etb'J ut . 0J-.) t r~ i l.'YS c :iul c'. ·::>c rDr t cz:p lici t ly s t 'l.tc c .• 

I~ R:Jn o.n C 'l. t ~:Jlic tccc h in c the ~riest­
h'J.;:id h 'l.s trc rr. c n r:l::-. u s ~nne r in t r_ ,.,_ t t he ·)ric sts 



".L-..1-- :.re. f3~·.i r, t :) '._c -:.Ju.'- t_1 ;;'J .. :c C~1ri::;c -~' l' csc:n t 'Ji.J 

the .lt~:r Yi~-~ :->ffcr ~ii::·~ c ~ G~)~ fJr sL1 . On ct1io 
the r:r it 0.:.. c 11:ics ir~,;•11 t :.rJ t t ~") ~i::;c~vc1• ·-1h,; :.rL rc:1l 
-L:ricot3 .:::~~1 v!h• ·:.re :n=1t. -.r:1rcc -c:lL1"'7.J : re s::i. i c~ i:n 
~{'J·ii .:n Cn_tt'l ic thc_1l:> -y Jc-::i oc ~;ecc::;:..,~ry t) cr--:.te et 
- i· c .l. r · t .l.l ~ • • , • , t t ~ · l)r f, i.,. irs, 0ClC -.,rr.:::'..l~l!.lC iJlsa.~·L) 1J LE;u G ..,~1 0 in 

the ri-tt ~uccCGG i JD; sec~nCly he oust use :. f~rm :if 
nc rvicc .c1 cq_u".tc t:,t:1 i n it s r:>rc1s .::u1 r1 i ·1 its ::: cti.-..ns

9 
~nc th ir ~ly he ous t h~vc t~c in~cn ti Jn i1 ~is hc':.rt 
; f ·'-·,i11L1·::. ·1r i cs t J If 'J.D~r 1f thc.:;c ·i;1' iD t'".: 
'".r e -.::{' i~ic:nt 9 t11c il0 , i D'',JY1. t.'.:',C D ;t oc.:·'1 ~':~C ::'.. 

_, ri c st '..t :11 ·J;.1 t'.":c R:-·:::."1 C:.tr'.."'lic thc:--·ry. It is 
''.t t'.:is -;_"'_i i n t tt·:.t .2'"'r1·-.::-J Cn_t~:-·licc ,iG:.11 :-- 1 Church 
-r -:-:·-1 ~1~,~1, ~.,, i ::d.ct'-- r s, ':u ._.,,_11 :'-G 17l i ·ri i 2tc:.ns Jf :' tlK r 
j) r ::itc;::; t :.:n t ·:en ~1 <".l iD -'.ti Yr"J s; ,._l th -:u.--:~ t hey re: c · ·:1 izc 
the :·:i -i :.;tcr;::: '"'f -~::.c C'-rc'--': 01'.'tl: ~':: r:1c'1·'mi:n,.,·ti.:n1 . 

:::'he. .21·~n:n C •1 t hr .. l ic r, '-- "lJ!"l i ·1 ::: ti :->:'1 h :.s D -J t ~ _l··· ::i..ys 
~cc~ c~naistcnt in thi8 ...... ~titu~c. ~t first, ~urin~ 
the rc i :-_:~ :i f 2,ucu1 I.r·:ry it ~.ccc--"ltcC cL;r _y '.) r c1<J. i:nc; c,_ 
:cc ~r~inc t J the Chur ch :i f ~n=l~n~ "r~in':.l. L'1tcr 
it .,_ i o~.11 '.J•·.ic·~ Church ':"'f 3'1 :~1 .-,_:01 c."- r!ir.i .:; ti"'il :s ;:;-..nctirnes 
1 D tl-:..-.: .::_··e::iurv:1 th'::'..t tl:c 1r >cinin ~· Oi:Jh')p W~S D ') t 

l; r :JLJC 1•ly c :- :nsccr 'l te:l. , S'.)r:Kt i1:1cs cl ':'. iuinc: th ..,_ t tho 
f irs t service J:-ic • nl:r ..,_ st".n. =~ i :;t'.) ric -il 
rcsc--.:c"'ch h .':'.. s c, icp- 3 cr1 tJ tl:csc .;b j 1_ c.1cLms. ~ Teri 
-,'..., J. _c .... 1· ~ :0" " re ·.-,r,·• --f-f'cre r" ~i· ncc 189r:;. "1r1~·,.., +ne 

·• 1...I \..... G .. ) u ... J.. J .... • I .. ~ • .. • 0 .....,, J. SJ ? ". ~ \..,.. .!. J :J l . • 

P .)pC i ssL1.cc,_ n. Bull .. n the cu:)jcct, :;'J jccti~n i n 
t':'.kc11 t :. Chu ~.' ch 0 f ~n ·l r:n r,_ r:i ini ctri cs :m t \·1 ") ~ r '.)Ui1:::1s . 
Fir s tly, it is S 'li c1 th::-.t f ::i r s~:ne JO':.rs the ·:1 J1"' c.1s 
'.) f t~1e ::i r c1in 2 ti:J:n sc;rvicc 1;;crc in "..dcq_u:.tc t ::i 
.,_csi .1n ::l tc 'iJ h.1. t ninistry ·;1::~s bc in s c:Jnfe rrc c'l; but 
chiefly it is s~i~ tha t the s.rvicc i s i:n1.~cquntc 
in its CXDrcssc~ intcn ti :Jn t'.) '.)rdain s ncrificinc 
J riest s. In~eca , the P ::ipc ~:Jinte~ Jut in his Bull 
thnt any phrases fr '.)D the mediacvnl servi ce s 
which su~~csted ouch sacrificial functi'.Jns '.)f 
the 1:1i11istry were c::.rcfully pruned cn.r_;_y :i.t the 
Rcf :1rm:i.ti:;n in En c_:l ""n c1. The ~10·1x ' s 1::'.J rr1s r:. re: 
0 I n the v1h • le Church '.)f En~lnnd ::irc1innl n:Jt :inly 
is there DJ clcnr rncnti~n :if the s~crifice ••• 
'li.1Cl "J f the p-::iwcr :;f c :'nsc cr:::i.tin ~-: :.n c1 · ffcrinc; 
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c·.ci" i:i.'icc 'Jut every· ~r~c c :if thc -:;c ti1i:1- ·s 1:1::.s 
'elib c r o.tcly rc~;:;vc·~ -..nr": tri.icl': ::iut 11 • l'hcse ·1:-· r c~s 
.l'C ·crue 7 CCC':.UGC rc t t'. '.C -·~ ice 1f the :L""lCf':lrr;:.ti>:n 

the. Church 'J f En 1 :-t:o:-~ r1cj1_ctc, the 1-:oc'i-.ev'l.l 
c y.1ce-;J +; 'Jf '. s."'.c rificiri -- -)riectl~:::i·:i ~ '.!h ich h~._c1 been 
~J>rr:nc:."1 fr ':n:; ·CJ1n-c:1rioci~~n rcli:iJ:'.1C

7 
:.n C rcturrie c~ 

t- t,;ic; elver c ,:-,D cc--";3 :'f the -·c 1.·1 :='cst :.1-:-ic1t 1.:i th 
rc~:.r.~~ t_ t'.1c 1~: ini -::; t~·~r 7 ·rnr: l~r th,.,_t t:1c C iri st i r·'.'.1 
~~ i:ni8 .~ l1 ~r is·-~ r-;inistr:r f c--.-., ! :J - ~ ~ :..· r~ ") ·-...~:~ "'f' ~-~c 
.~---- c~ .. . ~1c nts -~-.1 1: .. ic~1 '""'.re ::· i--·.1c '"'~ 1 s~::ls :-f ~l1 .. t · --·r·.~o 

I'.'.1 t;1e r.7 ~., =:-._:::;t~.:-e ::it '. ll C~:ri:Jti:.::,s "'.re 
~ric ~ts in the sense t~,~ chr 'U -~ Christ they ·J~y 
,.,r'"'. '.' ~1 "-- --..r t) S-:·'~~ _, -:!-: - L:.-~1 n nc .. ~.re ~;rics-:c in t!1c 
sc 1 c: tt~t they -f~_r ·' G"' crificc t1 G~~ far the 
f:Jr ;i"\.rcnc::s ~) :: sinr~o -'.l. l'r-.. rt fr:r.1 Chri .... 1-: 7 s G_-:_rj1,icc 
-:;.~f"J 'J'.lv~:ry ·:1c '.'.le ... -:: ''! D :crificc 1:·r -:.~D~" :1urr_· . int ·:r-
<~c( i r'.r~r '.J r --.:c'.. i -.t::-ir t:-) ::; ~ ...,_n_~ 'je t ·:;c_n us :.1i-: __ w r 
=~c -:.v::.. ~ily ? ~.t he r . I·;:; ;.rci1Cc. "'..C ~ ~1 :ric1 :..~ JLJ ht D -t t ~, 
~JC .:'. i:..;tLl.rb .:( if -:n 2:::r~~.n c~t[r·lic ~'rinci~Jl _3 he is 
::i·Jt rccy·ilisc:~ -:-:s :::c S'ccri:::'ici.1 ~- ~'ricst, fJr the 
(;(),Ul"Ct';. - f }~ll'";l ::t;l r~ ,r . __ ~in ::;, :_ h-:s C~e li'.J .:. i~ .::tc ly :c'eDJ VC ~ 
-~.:iy cu .. - ·cst i ·; r; '.Jf t h-_t 7 ·xc::i.uoc t~1e -:rc1·1 l.'cst:,rnent 
i~ 3c lf r c c ~:~ i::;c3 n~ SQC ~ificin 1 )riests i~ the 
Cr.ri .s ti ~,:r.; cr~L1rc~1, Our cins t:::vc be ~ :n -.:r1:;iti:-:tc:c1 
~n C f Jr :ivcr ~ n c - 1v~ ry ~hen Christ b~ r c their 

(TJ"'..1 "~;1/ L1 :=is ::m."! :::iy_:-:y '.)::1 the c r'.JSS ' r.ll'~ _ :n tb,:_ 
:~:s is .;f th.r~~ J nc ·.n r:'.. Y(]l;-;l c-.crifice --;e :.:-:y -:. ll 
~ ~, :.·. : :1c-~r t .:i G'Jc' :J'J scl vcs -:rE~ -:- f::'cr t: -r.;: im the 
E~crificc ,~~ sarshi~ ::if ~ur f~i th ~n2 ~~- dicncc, 
o.:irl. rece i ve f r :Jm =i i n C'irectly -:.11 1i i s ,;r:.ccs . 

In the :::hrist i ...-. D c ~ ·cr:rc c;:--.t i J:n Gx, -· i vcs S'::'r.JC 
nemberc BDC cial 1iftc as ),St'.)rs "'.DC tc'.. c hcrs t~ 
tc::i,ch Hi s ·r'.Jrc~ [trJC c;L1i(c Hi s ~-i c.:iJ l c, The ~rcv1 
Testamen t cnll s the:::;c ninisters c l c~c:rs, th'.:'.t i s 
presbyte r s J r ) riests in the str ic t ~ r i -iD'l.l ~o aninG 
af the ward. The ir hi '. h n riv i le~e int~ min i cter 
G:JC'.. ' s ··1 '.) r c s:-- t hfl ~ the -'.l e'...r crs :--I':.-:: 1 1 Chri ct­
l i ke n c:ss , S'.) tho.t ~he 1:1h --· lc c-m ~r :~'l.ti ' n r •·1s u:) 
t'! r:ethc r i n t '.J t he :""J.lncs::; J f tb:: st r~tur c: :::· f Chr i ct, 
~_ s st . P ·:.ul put s j-;:,, "Tc -:.re .:- 11 C"'..llcr, t ::i 



sherc in this work of hclpinc ench other ~r~w as 
Christinns by ministcrincr GJ~ ' s Nord ~rivntcly 
:me .. 1ith ~1i1Jthcr 1 but s:imc ~f us c.rc ca.llcd anc1 
commissioned to exercise this ministry publicly in 
the church. There is n:i hi:-hcr calli:1:::; :ipc!1 to 
::t!ly th:m by the min is try 'Jf G:x, ' s ··: orc1 t'J s nvc the 
lost ~nc to moul~ God's chil~ rcn int J the ima~c 
! f Christ thr'JUCh their he-:.rin -::; ::--f ::is ·'.1 :ird • 

. .... · - .. 


