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SANITY OR MADNESS 

I am not mod . . . but I am speaking the sober
truth. Acts 26:25 

Mony people who hear The Bock to God Hour 
occasionally, or perhaps even frequently, would 
hove to soy that this program broadcasts mad
ness  ... insanity. 

I know  that this  seems  to  be  a  very  harsh  state
ment - to  soy  that  to many  who  hove heard  this 
program it has been madness and insanity. Most 
likely, many who do not particularly agree with 
the Christion position would hasten to assure me 
that  they do  not feel  this  way  about  this  program 
at all. If  we were talking  together,  they  would be 
very kind to me, and they would probably say 
something like this: "Oh, of course, I don't agree 't
with everything that is said  on your program, but 
I certainly wouldn't call it madness and insanity.  •

, Why, I think there were a lot of nice things  said 
on your program. We need  programs  like  yours. Oh, 
I  don't  feel  the  same  way  you  do  about  the  Bible, 
and I  don't  feel  the  same  way  you  do  about  Jesus 
Christ, but we all have different opinions about 
religion, isn't that right? Don't think that just be
cause  I  don't  believe  in  Jesus,  I  think  your  program 
was foolish and that there wasn't any good in  it. 
Come  on now  ... be sensible." 

Well,  that's  very  kind. I  appreciate  it  when  peo
ple  talk to me this way and assure me that they 
feel a program like The Back to God Hour does 
some good, even though they don't believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God and that the Bible is a 
supremely important book because it reveals  God 
and  His  Son  to .us. What  would  our  world  be  like 
if we couldn't be kind to each other, even when 
we disagree? But I feel I must press my point, 
nevertheless. I  believe  that  this  program  either  rep-
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resents insanity and absurdity or it represents the 
truth. 

Unfortunately, this  is the  way  it is  with  religion. 
A religious position is  not either  true or ha�f true, 
or  even  true  or  false,  but  it  is  either  true  or  insane. 
To  be  perfectly  frank  with  you,  if  what  I  beli�ve  is 
not  true, I am not just  mistaken, but I am  simply 
mad. 

I  think  we  would  both  be  doing  ourselves  a  favor 
if we recognized this fundamental issue. If there 
are  problems  with  my  mind  that  make  my  relation
ship to reality very shaky, you should  try to  help 
me.  And  if  there  are  problems  with  yours  that make 
it  impossible  for  you  to  perceive  reality  properly,  I 
should  try  to  help  you. 

This is the ultimate religious  issue. I have come 
to this conclusion not because many people write 
in and tell me that the Christian position  is mad
ness, though many people do just tha�. I believe 
that the Christian  position  is  either  sanity  or  mad
ness for  d very  special  reason.  The Bible puts  the 
issue  this  way. 

Before  talking  about  that  reason,  we  should  first 
of  all  agree  on  a definition  of  madness. I  am  not 
a psychiatrist nor a psychologist so we will ha�e 
to  develop  a  working  definition  that  hopefully  will 
be  acceptable.  May  I  suggest  this  one:  madness,  or 
insanity,  is  any  condition  of  the  mind  that  makes  it 
impossible for a person to perceive reality accu
rately and respond to it usefully. To take a very 
common  example,  if  a  man  thinks  he  is  Napoleon, 
he has  made  a  basic  mistake  in  perceiving  reality. 
He doesn't  understand  who  he  himself  is,  and  that 
is extremely serious. Because of this fundamental 
error  in  perception  he  will  respond  to  his  environ
ment  improperly.  He  has  a  view  of  reality  that  ren
ders  him  pretty  useless  to  himself  and  to  everybody 
else.  He  is  insane. 

With this  in  mind, it  is  useful  to  notice  that  the 
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Bible  talks  about  the  Christian  position  in  ways  that 
indicate  that,  if  we  are  honest  with  each  other,  we 
must  admit  that  the  Christian  faith  must  also  be  dis
cussed in terms of  eitner sanity or madness. Near 
the  end  of  the  book  of  Acts  in  the  New  Tes.tament, 
there is an account of the appearance of the 
apostle Paul before representatives of the Roman 
government. Paul was the greatest single repre
sentative of Christianity. 

In his speech to the Roman King Agrippa,  Paul. 
described his early life of hatred of Jesus Christ 
and his record of fierce persecution of  those  who 
followed Jesus this way: "My manner of  life  from 
my  youth,  spent  from  the  beginning  among  my  own 
nation  and  at  Jerusalem,  is  known  by  all  the  Jews. 
They  have  known  for  a  long  time,  if  they  are  will
ing to testify, that according  to thf' strictest party 
of  our  religion  I  have  lived  as  a  Pharisee .... 

"I  myself  was  convinced  that  I  ought  to  do  many 
things  in  opposing  the  name  of  Jesus  of Nazareth. 
And  I  did  so  in  Jerusalem;  I  not  only  shut  up  many 
of  the saints  in  prison,  by  authority  from  the  chief 
priests,  but  when  they  were  put  to  death  I  ca�t  my 
vote  against  them. And  I  punished  them  often  in  all 
the  synagogues  and  tried  to  make  them  blaspheme; 
and  in  raging  fury  against  them,  I  persecuted  them 
even  to  foreign  cities." 

So  that  is  the  kind  of man  the  apostle  Paul  had 
been. But as his  speech  before King  Agrippa  con
tinued, he described how  Jesus Christ met  him  on 
the  road  to Damascus  where  he  was  going  to  ha
rass Christians. "At  midday,  0 king, I saw  on  the 
way a light from heaven, brighter_ than the s�n,
shining round me and those who 1ourneyed with 
me. And  when  we  had  all  fallen  to  the  ground,  I 
heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew lan
guage, '·Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?' 
... And  I  said,  'Who  are  you,  Lord?'  And  the  Lord 
said,  'I  am  Jesus  who  you  are  persecuting.' " 
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And then the  'apostle told how he saw Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, who had been crucified, but 
who had risen from the dead. He saw that this 
Jesus was the fulfillment of the entire Old Testa
ment prophets. He dedared: "To this day I have 
had  the  help  that  comes  from  9od,  and  so  I  stand 
here testifying both to small and great, saying 
nothing but what the prophets and Moses said 
would come to poss: that the Christ must suffer, 
and  that,  by  being  the  first  to  rise  from  the  dead, 
he would proclaim light both to the people and 
to the Gentiles." 

And then do you know  what the Bible  says?  It 
says that  the  Roman  governor,  named  Festus,  inter
rupted Paul's defense, and said, "Paul, you are 
mad;  your  great  learning  is  turning  you  mad.'' Paul 
answered,  "I  am  not  mad,  most  excellent  Festus,  but 
I am speaking the sober truth." Did you notice 
that? The charge of madness was leveled against 
Paul. And  Paul  rejected  it. He  said,  "I  am  not  mad. 
I  am  telling  you  the  sober  truth" (26:4-29).

This  is  a  royal  scene. King  Agrippa,  who  prided 
himself  in his  knowledge  of  Hebrew lore,  was the 
person  addressed,  intelligent, suave,  urbane,  Agrip
po  the  King. The  governor  Festus  and  his  wife Ber
nice  were  there,  too,  polished  Roman  civil  servants 
who had earned their position by  their ability to 
live  wisely  and  well. And  Paul,  the  most  cultured  of 
all  the Christian  representatives,  a  man  who  could 
quote the classical poets, a Roman citizen. The 
governor's party was being entertained by Paul's 
possionate defense. And then suddenly something 
went  wrong. What  had- begun  as  an  amusing  spec
tacle  suddenly  burst  the  limits  of  propriety,  and  the 
Romans felt that they were being confronted  with 
the  demand  either _to  believe  in  Jesus or  reject  Him. 
King  Agrippa  became  so  disturbed,  he  said  to  the 
shackled apostle: "Why, with this brief  speech of 
yours  you  are  trying  to  make  me  a  Christian!"  The 
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whole  situation  had  got  entirely  out  of  hand.  This 
was  madness. 

Of course the Christianity Paul announced had 
to be madness from their point  of  view. Look  at 
what  Paul  was  saying  and  notice  that  if  madness 
is  that  which  makes  it  impossible  for  a  person  to 
perceive  reality  accurately,  he  was  as  insane  as  a 
man  could  be. 

First of all, he said that everything about him 
was  a  response  to  a  heavenly  appearance.  He said, 
"O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision." Paul had  seen  Jesus  Christ,  and 
Jesus  had  spoken  to  Paul.  This  is  what  Christianity 
is.  This  is  what  this  booklet  is  all  about.  Christianity 
is a  response  to  a  message  that  comes  from  God. 
Elsewhere  the  same  apostle  stated  it  this way:  "For 
I  would  have  you  know, brethren,  that  the  gospel 
which  was preached  by me  is not man's gospel. 
For  I  did  not  receive  it  from  man,  nor  was  I  taught 
it,  but  it  came  through  a  revelation of  Jesus  Christ" 
(Galatians 1: 11, 12).  So everything that Paul  did was 
conditioned by the revelation he received. And 
that's  the  way  it  still  is with  the  Christian  faith.  The 
Christian faith is a response to God's revelation 
of  Himself. 

Someone  wrote  me  a  few months  ago  and  asked 
something  like  this:  "Don't  you  ever  think  for  your
self?  Do  you  always  have  to  follow  what  the  Bible 
says?'"  I can understand his exasperation with Chris
tians. A  Christian  is  a  person  who  thinks  for  him
self,  indeed,  but  what  he  thinks  about  is  influenced 
by the fact that  he has received a special revelation 
from God. I believe that the apostle Paul  really 
did  see  Jesus  Christ,  and  that he  along  with  all  the 
other writers of the Bible received their  message 
from God. And  if  that  is  not  really  true,  anyone 
who believes that it is, is not perceiving reality 
properly. He's  mad. He's  insane. 

The  apostle  also  said  thcit  Jesus  Christ,  who  had 
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been crucified;  was really alive. With this claim 
· there  was  closely  connected  the  fact  that  this  Jesus
was  God,  for Paul described  how  Jesus  of  Naza
reth  had  appeared  in  the  flaming  glory  of  divinity,
and Paul had addressed Him as  Lord. During  his
discourse, the prisoner apostle had declared that
Jesus  had  fulfilled  all  the  message  of  the  prophets
of the Old Testament. Thus,  if  anyone  wanted  to 
know  anything  about  God,  he  would  have  to  look
at  Jesus.  Thus,  if  anyone  was  looking  for  someone
to  worship,  he  would  have  to  worship  Jesus.  Thus,
if  anyone was looking for someone who was worthy
of full obedience, he would have to obey Jesus
Christ.

Now,  this,  too,  you  see,  if  it  is  not  true,  is  mad
ness  when  it  is  a person's  sincere  conviction. If  a
person  really  believes  these  things  about  the Lord
Jesus  Christ,  obviously  all  of  his  life  is  going  to  be
shaped  and  formed  by  this  belief.  If  a  person  had
these  convictions about  Snow  White or Santa  Claus,
you would  say there was something wrong with
that person's mind, wouldn't you? Yet  Paul believed
that Jesus was God, worthy of total obedience.
And I  believe  that.  And  those  who  bring  you  this
program believe that.  No wonder, when Paul spoke,
Festus  said  to  him: "You  are  mad."

There  was one  thing  more that  Paul  believed  that 
surfaced· during  his  talk  with  the  governor  and  the 
king. He believed that because Jesus lived, he 
would live  forever  with  Him.  Paul  believed  that  he 
would  survive  death! 

He spoke of this as his hope. He began his speech 
by saying:  "And  now  I  stand  here on trial  for hope 
in the promise made  by God to our fathers, to 
which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly  worship  night  and  day.  And  for  this  hope 
I am  accused  by  Jews,  0  king!  Why  is  it  thought 
incredible by any of you that God raises the 
dead?" (vv. 6-8).  You  see,  the  apostle  saw  a  con-
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nection between the resurrection of Jesus and the 
fact  that  we  con  realistically  expect  that  we,  if  we 
believe  in  Christ,  will  be  raised  w_ith Him.  He  says 
this  in  Romans  8,  for  example:  "If  the  Spirit  of  him 
who  raised  Jesus  from  the dead  dwells  in you,.  he. 
who  raised  Christ  Jesus  from  the  dead  will  give  life 
to  your  mortal  bodies  also  through  his  Spirit  which 
dwells  in you" (v.  l l ). 

Now,  if a person believes as Paul did, that this 
life is preparation for a fuller life  to  come,  this  is 
bound to affect everything he dcies. This  point of 
view has  been  represented  time  and  time  again  on 
The Back to God Hour. I believe this some way. 
If this is not true, if men perish like the animals, 
Christians are foolish to expect that they will be 
raised from the dead. The apostle himself ad
mitted that this faith  is foolishness if  it  is  not true 
when he wrote: "If in this life we who are in 
Christ have only hope, we are of all men most 
to  be  pitied"  (I  Corinthians  15: 19). 

So you see, when the Christian message was 
brought  to  those  cultured  Romans  mony  years  ago, 
they reacted with  their devastating appraisal:  "Paul, 
you  are  mad."  And  if  I  may  say  so,  I  believe  that 
you would do yourself  a  favor,  too,  if  you  would 
take  a sharp  look  at  Christianity  and  decide  once 
and for all whether it is madness or sanity. It is 
one  or  the  other. If it is  madness,  you  had better 
separate  yourself  from  it. If  it  is  sanity,  you  should 
not  rest until you  have  filled your  head  and  your 
heart,  your  life,  with  this  satisfying  faith. 

When the Roman governor accused the apostle 
Paul  of  being  mad,  the  apostle  rejected  his  accusa
tion coolly and categorically. He said: "I am  not 
mod  ... but  I  am  speaking  the  sober  truth."  This 
is  the  truth,  the  sober  truth,  and  it  is  the  truth  that 
enables  a  person  to  get  his  life  together and  to  get 
his  head  together. It  is the  truth  that  enables  a  per
son to  know who he is himself, who God  is,  and 
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what  the  world  is.  It  is  a  truth  that  enables  a person 
to  perceive  reality  and  to  respond  to  it  usefully.  It 
is a truth that brings great personal satisfaction. 
individual  fulfillment,  and  eternal  peace. It  is  a  truth 
that  enables  a  person  to  transcend  the  limits  of  his 
own personality and become involved in the es
to? lis

_hment  of  the  kingdom  of  God  already during
this life. The Christian  faith, revealed in the Bible 
proclaimed  by  the  prophets  and  the  apostles,  con� 
fessed within the church and proclaimed by the 
church, also on a program like The Back to God 
Hour,  is not  madness  but  sober  truth. 

How  con  we  know  this?  Is  there  any  reason  for 
a  person  o.utside  the  Christion  faith  to  begin  to  sus
pect  that  Christianity  might  be  the  sober  truth  and 
not madness?  Well,  I  would  think  that  there  is  real 
evidence that the non-Christian position hos some 
things  about it  that  ore  beginning  to  make  it  look 
very much like madness. That's what our world's 
built on-isn't it-the non-Christion position. Most 
people do not believe what the apostle Paul be
lieved: that a special revelation hos come from 
God,  that  Jes·us  is  God,  and  that  those  who  believe 
in Him  will live forever.  Most  people believe that 

�ou �annot take such beliefs into our day-by-day 
l1fe-1�to  the_ school,  into  business,  into  the  govern
ment,  into  science, and  into  lobar. 

"'.{hen you turn away from Christ, do you find 
sanity?_ You  do  not. Samuel Beckett,  the  anguished
playwright,  hos expressed his reaction to our  frantic 
foolish world with this disjointed and insane sen� 
tenc�: "Nome, no, nothing is namoble, tell, no, 
nothing con be told, what then, I don't know, I 
shouldn't hove begun." Our world is a world in 
which the  blind  lead the  blind. It is a  world  that 
has lots its  way. It is in love  with things. It is a 
world  that  knows  nothing  of  lasting  peace. It  is  in
fected with lust for war. It is addicted to oil 
ospholt, and  rubber. It is  a  world  that ploys with 
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Listen to the BACK TO GOD HOUR, broadcast 
every Sunday, from the following stations:-
2KY 
2MG 
3BO 
3CS 
3SR 
3UL 
3YB 
4KQ 
4WK 
6BY 
6MD 
6WB 
7AD 
7HT 
HCJB 

HCJB 

1020 Sydney 
1450 Mudgee 
960 Bendigo 

1130 Colac 
1260 Shepparton 
530 Warragul 
880 Warrnambool 
690 Brisbane 
880 Warwick 
900 Bridgetown 

1100 Mere din 
1070 Ka tanning 
900 Devon port 

1080 Hobart 
(Quito, Ecuador) 

Sydney (1020 KC)I 
NEW ZEALAND 
(Quito, Ecuador) 

MANILA 

8.30 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. 
9.20 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 
8.00 p.m. 
7.00 p.m. 
8.00 p.m. 
8.30 p.m. 
8.00 p.m. 
9.00 p.m. 
9.00 p.m. 
9.00 p.m. 

12.45 p.m. 
7.30 a.m. 

5.30 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. 

DZAS (Shortwave 25.32) 9.30 p.m. 
New Zealand Time 

The message printed in this  pamphlet was heard over the 
Back  to  God  Hour,  which is  broadcast every Sunday in 
co-operation  with  the  Christian Reformed  Churches  of 
America, in Queensland, New  South  Wales,  Victoria, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave 
throughout the world. 

P.O. Box H>S, 

SUTHERLAND, N.S.W.2232. 

P.O. Box 15392 
New Lynn 

AUCKLAND N.Z. 
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