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CONFUSION

What is your cause? I don't necessarily refer to the banner-
waving or placard-carrying kind - those are more often "happenings™
than genuine causes - but to the real convictions that make life
worth living for you. For, of course, we are all committed, in-
tentionally or subconsciously, to some cause. The question is,
What is it?

There are some people today who have the ideal iof an uncom-
mitted life. "Play it cool. Keep a safe distance. Don't get
involved." But that is a commitment in itself. An inverse com-
mitment to a life of non-involvement. To withdrawal from life.
But, sooner or later, we all make commitments, and if we evade them,
then life has a way of making them for us.

Some people slip through life accumulating unintentional com-
mitments, allowing the shape of life to be determined by the circum-
stances of the moment. They just commit themselveées to the life
that looks easiest, the group that is most popular, the style of
life that looks most convenient or comfortable.

Alternatively, you may commit ybur life consciously to a pur-
pose worth pursuing, a life worth living.

Viktor Frankl, famed Austrian psychologist writes, "Life has
a meaning only if there is a purpose, a life task. The more dif-
ficult the task, the more meaningful the life." Agnostic philos-
opher, Jean Paul Sartre, agrees when he says, "You will never find
peace and happiness until you are ready to commit yourself to some-
thing worth dying for."

Now we have begun here, with the meaning of a committed or
dedicated life, because I believe that this is the "positive"™ pole,
of which our topic tonight, "Confusion" is the "negative." What
I want to argue is, that the confused world of which you and I are
a part is a result of the inadequate or false life commitments that
are offered to men and women, and that the resolution of much con-
fusion is to be found in the re-ordering of those commitments,
the end we can't get "clear" by an exercise in positive thinking,
Confusion is only removed by a radical change of life,

In
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Confusion is all of a kind (that is to say, our various
experiences are pretty confused in the way they occur; we have
to impose a sense of order on them), but it comes in several
(in)conveniently packaged doses.

. (i) There is an intellectual confugion, °~ "I don't know
what to think. Last year they taught me .- » but now I've
read this book which says ..."; or perhaps, "I swotted it for
exams, but I haven't really got a clue if it's true or not."
I='s always hard to know what to believe, but "especially hard
ncw when, as Dr. Francis Schaeffer points out
impossible to live by what they believe.
stance, says that Science can answer a1l qu
philosophy claims life to be absurd, but th
living in test-tubes or padded cells!

, scholars find it
Scientism, for in-
estions, or some

e practitioners avoid

(ii) Then'there is a moral confusion,
beiave? I mean, everybody else is doing it but, somehow, I
doa't know ..." "Live for kicks, and live now , By the,time
yoa're 30 you're finished," The confusing thi;g is that
m?rality is not a matter of personal choice: +to say "it's all
¥1ght as long as no-one gets hurt" in moral’denisiois - that's
‘n matters of personal integrity and honesty a;d respect and
~esponsibility? as well as sex, by the way - is to argue that
ou can choose to jump in front of a moving bus as 1o§u as you
fon't get hurt, It is just not Possible, And si igicantly,
if people today can't live by what they believe, thig cant't die

‘he way they live either I hay
o en't
de for the cause of "kicks." R IaRRe o, TR P

"How should I

(iii) Then there is a socia
1 con i
jell us that every day. e p TR

And as tonight 'y .

. m talking primarily
e} y?ung people, you know by experience of the confusion and
‘ension of living in a family, PRGPR

(iv) Through it all, there i . .
s a Pt
"I don't know what it is: I just don: et o Penagne i

t know where to begin."
'Who am I? And what am I doing here?", op just plain nparrggeht"
Now it is in answer to thig th : ‘
at i - -
Sartre, (and many other ordinar sagelondilee Frmaltior

7 y common-ge 2 say
that the solution is commitment , Not 3ug:et§z°ﬁifﬁt2::;5nal
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sort, but the conscious, purposeful step which says,,ﬂl'ﬁ goipg
somewhere, and I'm going to get there." The thing most people”

don't tell us is What we should commit ourselves to. And this is™
where the Bible speaks so clearly. When it speaks of commitment ™

to God it leads not only to "I'm going somewhere", but also "and
I know where I'm going." The key to all life is theological.

First of all, the Bible offers a diagnosis of confusion.
It says that it is a natural result of man's rebellion against
God. Look at the first.eleven chapters of the Book of Genesis -
a document which "tells: it 1like it is", which paints the backdrop
against which the drama of the Bible story is acted out; which
says, this is what life is about, this is what is real,

We can represent these chapters diagrammatically:

MR R
CONFUSION
GAP

o) ot

To begin with, God and man are in intimate fellowship. The
result is order;}peace, certitude. Then in the rebellion that
theologians call "the fall', man jumped out of line. He wanted
to arrange things himself, and as a result was alienated from
his position of trust and dependence on God. This occurs at the
beginning of Chapter 3. Then in succeeding events the blight of
this alienation affects - nature (3:14); family life (3:16);
man in his environment (3:23); man and religion (4: 4 & 5);
man’in his relationships (4:8); and so it could.go on, In place
of -order, peace, certitude has come discord, strife, confusion,
The cause is sin, and the solution beyond the reach of man. The
Bible, of course, goes on to point to the good news that the
"confusion gap'" has been bridged. The Cross meets the problem of
sin, and God is reconciled to man. A life commitment ig Possible
which begins to resﬁore tq man the sort of life which he wag
always meant to have. (2'Cor, 5:17; John 16:33; 10:10),

Christians don't find that confusion disappears, But they

i o i, i s s S,
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do beliéeve that the basic problem is being dealt with. Conse-

quently, they can begin the clearing operations so necessary to
effective living.

Intellectually - and here I'm
intellectual problems of belief %thegézr:pzzgi;g o:eﬁgg s:;g;i;:d '
and in time come to be seen as such) - intelleczuzli wepcan
begin to take a point of view. We've got somewh yt begin
from, and if we want to we can begin to integrateere otudfes
anq our world on the basis of our commitment E A has &
point of view (that's where we began) and tae Chvirz:ne humbly
asserts that his point of view takes more into a s tani more
comprehensive, and consequently hag the'potenti e : more
far-reaching questions, than any other life'comzit:annswer

L

Let me add one n i
Intellectual confusionozzn?i 22:;2:123 ;?gse elicd Chris?iazi’
be many real problems and inconsistencies :t R ne SRR
5225;?: student m?y be bewildered at g COAJU::ndo:;:ciagi:.he
lem: bufizzeupaﬁlz :aith o Dﬁysics, Don't rﬁ; away from prob~
(= ; haks p ntellectual 'ice-box, into which an put
really thorny qifficulties, until further 1ithy:: Zvailable.

Then morally, Christian
_ commitment hel inbelf
;gzr:fizo:aicvilueS, that are increasingly tgsbzou i Stipown.'
You can know :hirig:izszt:230h you can measure P:Z:: §Zd wrong-
of this and make a firm stané upﬁ:dti:si: Wiii SRR yoursel
: ‘commitment ,

When Joseph got caught :
"bedroom scene" of the bogk O?YCMTS- Potiphar, i aTChetypal

with ' enesis, h ; hen
SGXua? Zzziszzzzce to work out his attitugedign'ttSit dov:ai
30 S. He ran Th extra-maril
moral at X € worst : our
cﬁoicéa ti::?es is when you're in the pos?t?ce & sor? ouz zora
in the.big'de:i::znthat there 1s a cut and dgzegfb?iklgfnt, put
% 8, the Christian & ep
should act. an know beforehand how B¢

Socially much could b

3 : e sai pis
own source of sélf-respect, ang g'h But the Christian who has

e

self-importance, has a real baEia althy scepticism about his
: o

ion with dignity and a minimum of bruTOV: through social confus”
sed toes,

CONFUSION Page 5.

v Personally, the Gospel points to the possibility of real
fulfilment. This much has already been said. Jesus once taught
that "he who gives away his life, shall find it" (Matt. 16:25)
and it's true. In renouncing my self-centredness 1 begin to see
who I am. +1'm a -son of God; I'm going somewhere and I know
where 1'm going. 1'm going to see the King:l"

All of this is tremendously real, and I'm sure that all of
us who have begun this life of self-renunciation and life commit-
ment, have also begun to prove that what the Bible says is true.

But there is another confusion, A problem that confronts
every Christian who is genuine in his desire to serve God and
live for Him. And for the remainder of this address, I want to
consider this sort of confusion, a spiritual confusion, that

St. Paul describes like this:

"] don't understand myself at all, for I really want to
do what is right, but I can't. I do what I don't want
to - what I hate.

1 know perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong, and
my bad conscience proves that I agree with these laws I
am breaking. , '

But I can't help myself, because I'm no longer doing it,
It is sin inside me that is stronger than I am that

makes me do these evil things." (Romans 7:15-17 "Living Letters"

Does that sound like you? You really need to read the whole

section, Chapters 5-8 of the Epistle to the RomanS, to see what

Paul is getting at, but what it says is that we are involved in

a civil war (and not a very civil war, at thati), which is part i
of the whole war between God and Satan - and that the battle

ground is in us.
Let's return to the world of "art" for a moment, and re-

present the argument like this:

= NI D

(or the Spirit) \L \1/"’— \L \1/
TINME ¥ 2

(or the Flesh)

/N
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Dhui? sebns A oler il thnt Walais BHught 40 the wldade of .a _ Paul's argument in Romans Chapters .7 - 8.

two-party system. The eternal, unchanging God intrudes into’ lowad | BUTL. L liketo | | OK,Lord, Il do

[
our '"time' - (the whole world of limitation in time and L - . N, ik ey
¥ ! pace to Lve LD v h olg
of disorder and disruption) - until eventually by that actn oé v Chunsk. P dhe s <

capitulation at the foot of Christ's Cross, we are caught up ‘ V 7 [>
in that quality of life which is called eternai (John 17:3: - ' *EQSED s @ e
1 John 5% 11 & 12). Eventually that state will pe actuéliy 8 ' @ [FEEE =
realised, but in the meantime, we live at "split levels,!

Ootimistically this is the "best of bOth'worldsn, e O

gime time, it is ‘a matter of conflict, Read through the re- - :
mainder of Chapter 7 some time. 1In it the Apostle gtarts to Read to the end of Chapter 8 and see the result of doing things
en he makes the assertion of the Lord's way. And then compare your findings with

show the terms of this conflict wh
Vé?se ' gen ' ~ Galatians 5:17-22.

‘"] know that I am rotten through ang
old sinful nature is concerned!,

I was struck this week by reading some words of A. W. Tozer,
"It may be said without qualification that every man istag holy
' and as full of the Spirit as he wants to be. He may not be as
and from this point he is now ready to poéint ¢ - 3 Al o he
» : ' A s fu i but he is most certainly as
solution.. If the problem really ig sin, thon e appropria 11 as he wishes he were, bu

3 a en the wer want oM t ts it in a nutshell.
never just good intentions ~ sin demandg g R i ané::: izis s to be And that pu

he indicates in Verse: 25 -,

through so far as my

: The thing is, this attitude of willingness isia ::ily d:‘

*oh, what a terrible predicam cision. ' result 0f frying Lo L Raade il SioTeid

oh, P cament I am in{ Who will free 2 o e Ll 4 the present don't quite fit.
ne from my slavery to this deadly lower ek and realising that the problems of the p

God! It has been done by Jesus Chrigt OUruie?d L And then we get discouraged and make-believe, or else try to get
: B Y O He along anyhow. The Christian victory must be won daily.

has set me free."
' . o b . J i 11
Chapter 8 takes up the argument - Let American layman and author of "The Taste of New Wine",

: Keith i i erience:
" ... the power of the life giving Spirit Miller, explain his exp

me from the vicious circle of sin ang deat..' 4Be,"rRst

h. : "I have always pictured my inner life as a sort of cavern
inside my head out of which I look at you, the rest of the
world, through my eyes in the wall of the cavern. This

f cavern has a pool of liquid filling it about two-thirds full.
The part above the surface of the pool is my conscious life
and the larger part, beneath the surface where I ca?not see,
is my unconscious life. The day 1 decided to commit my life
Ry Fasir doxer wholly to God, I scooped up everything I could see above the
but those who level of-consciOusness and offered it to Christ. I felt
1ves doing those free; but then, several mornings later a hoary head came

up out of the slimy pool, an old resentments =

Here is the reminder. We are involved ip a
We have started to win the war,
bit not self-sufficient effort,
réservations, then God ecan start t
Yere 5 puts it:

. triumphant cause. ’
It is still a matter of choice,
When we remove our various

© do something for us, As ]

"Those who let themselves be controlled

natures live only to please themselvesg,

follow after the Holy Spirit find themge
things that please God."

Remember "the fall"? The basis of sin ig arp
selves, That i§ the problem, and that ig why
Out of cenfusion, order can reign,

anging things our- I was filled with discouragement and I thought I 2u:ﬁe20t
it can be beaten. have .. really committed my life to God at-all. Bu
‘ I realised joyously that of course I had - that all a man
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does when he commits his "whole life" is to commit that of
which he is conscious. And according to many psychologists
the-major pgrt of the human Psyche is below the 1Zve1 ? g
consciousness. (See Jolande Jacobi's 'The Psycholo ) f
CC:G. Jung'). So the totally "committedr ChrisZi lgi oi
life of continually committing one'sg self and a:1 b ik :
da? as they are slowly revealed to his own conzr? el
think many Christians have become discoura ed 010?5n933- :
cause they have at some time made a new begi ?r bt Sl
and then found their minds filled with lust i
Jjealousy. Discouraged, they have assumed
in right relationship with God at all
not want to admit these problems in tﬁeir
es, since they assume the rest of us are n
horrible and unchristian thoughts.

y resentment, and
that they are not
Naturally they do
Sunday School class-
ot plagued with such

But since I now wanted to i

f%nd out §pécific ways to alig§°$:13e321igzﬁre to_God, eRdeel

will to His. I had always "prayeqdr sporadis_and Yoyering

prayer life was a2 rather mechanical monolo AT

about Big things (cancer, success, deliveriﬁe. ¥ ha? ppayed

wgnt to disturb God over the littie problem Ritiota iy

living (resentment, jealousy,—giszﬁfulneSS)s Ag S A

realised that there are no small decisiong E ‘Now Ak

'ciding either takes one closer to or furthe; :;2;eGe;?ry gi; "
p A o S w .

Which, of course, bring 3
commi?ment. and the quéstiizfsw::trzsh;oziCk Vel er ey O
experience confusion because your cause 7 ?ause? Maybe you
to ?nsver'the real-life problems you run iniust S L e
Christian, perhaps there are so many causes Oéhato:hiftzgﬁézsa:t
H

cause of Christ just doesn't get
a
things that really count. . chance to become real in the

What I'm saying tonight is just tha

Worthy of every man's life commitment t Jegus Christ alone is'

And that includes yours.

==00000—-

Some other Trinity publications that will
help to dispel the darkness of confusion:

How to Get Guidance (S25-15c)

by Robert Banks. Clear Scriptural
principles for the Christian seeking to
know and obey God's will.

Certainty (S16-15c)

by Lance Shilton. Christian certainty
is entirely reasonable if one believes
that God is true to His word.

Doers of the Word Book 1 (SB6-50c)

A 12 - study course on how to receive
guidance from God, how to witness and
how to practise discipline.

And for those confused on this particular
subject -

Chariots of What Gods? (D62-10c)

Hugh Prentice assesses the book
nChariots of the Gods?" in the light of

the Bible.
Published by the
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All the people are not confused all of the
time, but there is no one who is not confused
any of the time. This problem, says
Philip Thomas, is partly the result of our
being mere mortals, but more the result of
our being out of fellowship with our
Heavenly Father. To know God is to have
light on our complex lives. Philip Thomas
calls us to follow the Leader.
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