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Vlhy be G'.)8d? An instructed Christio.n in 
n..ny clc n'.)minati'.)n VJ8Uld rq1ly 9 C'.):rircctly 9 

11 fe>r G:)(1.'s 
snkc 11 • F8r G'Jd is the end e>f fill th3.t vie de>. 1'.s 
the Ap8stlc P .:..ul put it 9 " ',~' he ther vie eo.t '.)r drink 
8r ·..-1hci.tcver \'IC ·a'.) 9 flo '1.11 f8r the .c;lory 8f Gx1." . 
The ~h'Jlc e>f 'JUr Christi ~n life sh~uld be lived o.s 
under the eye :::if G~r1. ll'l"J d f8r His S3.kc . But if '.JC 

etS\{ the further qucsti'.:m 9 
1t1ho. t d0we n im 'l.t 

r icvinG by livin3 a :88d life? Christians c ivc 
tYJ 'J c1iver2ent nns1:1crs, 8nc ri8'h t c.nc".. :Jnc YJr8ng. 
The t cetchin t; 'Jf the ~'Tci:-J Tcstnmcnt is thn.t o. pcrs'.)n 
is o.ccc~tcd by G~c t'J be His chilc D'Jt becnusc ~ f 
t ;:,.::; m'JrC'J. qu::'.li ty 8r r:;'J'.)clnc ss 8f his life 9 f8r thn t 
cQuld never be 308d cn~u~h ta meet nith G e>~ ' s full 
n')p r:ivnl 9 hut be c a u se: :if the qu::tlity of the life 
o.n c1 :Jf the rcdccl"'.lil1'.1 de':. th ~f Jesus Christ :iur 
S'.:'.Vi:Jur. It is for His merits th2t we l:l r c o.cce·)tcd 
by Gx1 bath n0,_-; c. nd nt the juc1r-mcn t C:r:..y. Christ's 
infinite l"'.lerits d'.) n e>t nccC': su11r,lcrncntin:~ by :JL:r 
m:Jro.l effo rts fr :::im the :;,,Joint 8f viCYJ :J f :rnr be in c 
VJ:J rthy of r:..cccpt .'"'.ncc vii th GQcl . ·!Jc hc.v e fella':! ship 
':J i th G:x1 n:y;; ns His s '.)ns and vie 1:1 ill be •.J i th Him o.nc, 
sec Hir:1 in Hco.ven 'Jn dc:i.t h bc co.us e Ylc h~rve been 
united ·;1ith our So.viaur thr:rn~h fri_ith, crncl .~~re 
ul r cndy cnj'Jyin s the ~rivilecc :::>f a:Jnship Dith 
G'.)~ ~'J t 'Jnly Cacs the B i ble tc~ch this, b ut we 
~lsJ p rove it in experience. The Bible ~r~misca 
_ 11 . f'J r~iVCl1CS G D.D C~ ':\CC Cl)tmi c c t -i rul Vlh~') l)Ut 
their f~ith in Christ ~nd th8sc ~h~ h".VC d~nc s~ 
kn·:wJ in their cx:;icricnce th·1t it is true, they 
hnvc fclla0ship with their Henvcnly F~thcr thr'JU[h 
the rc acopti~n thn t i 3 in the L ~r~ J esus Chr ist. 

17hy then be ~~a~ ? It c c.nn ~t be in ~r 0c r ta 
CP k> IIcctven 'JCC 'J.Usc ':Jc :trc '.:' lrcn.cl y ~0in'1 to Hco.ven 
bcc nusc ~f Chr i st ' G l a ve 9 if DC have ~ut ~ur 
f~ith in Jcsua. The nnaDcr i s simple ~f c:Jursc. It 
i s C-'.)c'. ' s --uri)'.:"lUC ~h'"'.t --1 c sh:ml t, n -:-, t ::m ly be G".vccl 
1J .. Cl:.r i :J t -, but ::.ls'.) Gh~ul cl ~JC c ~n:r:n°ncr~ in c !.1"r ''..c tcr 



t:J ~-ir'1 5 ""'.rl', ever~; true C:hri ot i-rn is n.n:i::i .-,us t:: ~t he 
sh:::>L1-1, reflect in his life thr_, r:-l·Jry -;f '.}~r"~ . T'J the 
c onv.::1,.,tvl Ghris t i :..--..n t l1e :,r.:;.:;e rice :Jf :J ill Li '.:.is life 
i s '..·~tcful. , ·~3 he hc c .11-xs c :::i:1sci '"'us :Jf it tr:..'·1~1-:h 
the T.Wk - f ~-x: ' G S·c;ir i t in h i.3 c ::nscieYJC C; hG kn:JVIS 
th~.t he !'1.:'..Y - ~1t'.:'.. il1 i1Y.cc1ir~ tc f :>r-:ivcnc s0 ~she C..Glrn 

f~r it. But 112 s till l,•nr:s thn.t s:Ln sh : ulc1 never 
rer ......... t itself in [1iC3. ;,.n;,: it L~ G'."'r, , s :;_•m,:1:JSC ~h".t 
the Chrj_st i n.~ sh'JuL, :-nrc rc 1r.1e c i:n .-::.nr: c:J r e fl e ct t1c 
c h-:-,r,,_cter 'Jf Christ '.:'..!'Y,_ -:;l orify Ei s Sn.viour . S i n i s 
inc 0~ xu~us in the Christ i ~n life c..n , ~ist~stcful 
~ri~ ~".tcful t:J '.:'.. Christ i ~n . So the 5ible '1.ns~c r 
t'J t :_c aucst i 'Jn 9 ·:1hy ~)C ~ox1? is ~~rim".rily th·_,_t '::c 
rr. i ·-tt r eflect the :;_1m,:;_-:-1sc :Jf G:Jc1 in so.vin ' - us. ··.'e 
seek t'.) ~"'h:'.SC Him be c 'l.use He h".s snvcc1 uc 9 ".ll''. :n::-it 
in ~r ~cr ~h'.:'..t He mi ~~t a2ve us. Thus 2ny clcDcnt Jf 
::;elfishnc s:: in livin ·· t he c;o::-icl life i s qu i te exclu'k'". 

It is 9 hJ·:"Jever, ·:1 cllkn:J1.rn t11.-,_t the 2:xn2n 
C".th Jlic Church r eje ct s t he ~'.) ctrine t hn t ~c ~re 
G'l.VC ~ :Jn ly thr1u~h the ~crit s ~f J esus Christ received 
thrJu3h f ::.ith 9 ::.rid tc .-,_ ches t h'J t :Jur .Jw n merits as 
':Jell :.1s Christ's mer i ts 2rc the ;J::.s i s Jf :::.ur sri lvn.ti Jn . 
On this vie~ 'JDC lends ...,_ ~:J :Jd life not bc c o.use uc ::.re 
~ccc~tcd thrau~h Christ 9 but in ~rdc r th~t we rn i 3 ht 
ix f'. ccq) t cd. It immco i o.tc ly bc c :Jmcs im)c:> rt :.m t t:i 
·;. sk 1:1h::.t i s t'.10 minimmn r cq_lJ.ired thet t :J ur merits 
~i ~ht be sufficient f a r salv.-,_ti :Jn ? such '1. quest ion 
i s , 'J f c :Jur sc 9 b..)th urm c ccss~ry ::.ncl :J ut Jf kcc.:;_J i:n c; 
·1 ith the Bi'Jle tc'l.chin3 tt'-1 'J. t S.::llv".ti.J:n is rr:Jt 'Jo.secl 
'Jn .JUr mar~l life but a n Jesus Christ :Jnly. Then 
o ur rn) r o.l l i fe bec:Jmes o.n ex p ressi :Jn of s rQtitude 
far 'JUr so.lv~tian and :Jf c :Jurse n :J thin G but the best 
3h a ula be :JUr aim in ~ i shin 3 ta express our ~rati­
tude tc:> Gael Wh:J h~s snvcd us in jcpendently 'Jf :JUr 
x >or cff'Jrts o.. t bc i :n ::; .'3:J :Jd. The question of ::;. 
1ni:nirnmn never enters in. But if it is bc lieve c1. th:::t t 
1ur so.lvo.t i an Cepcnds directly a n :Jur a~n merits9 
t hen it bccamcs n m'.1ttcr :Jf first impo rtance t 'J 
i_nquirc wha t is the pews m:J.rk? \"fh.'.J.t is the minimum 
,to.n~".rd? This is the theme of rn:Jrnl thcala~y 2s 

.~t h'l.S been hi[';hly r~evcla:x: c1. ".r.1.Jn _-st TIOEl:J.rl C,,_tl1alics
9 



but it i s b~scC ::in o. fund2mcnto.l fn~nl oistnkc as 
kJ '},,c.l ' s rcn3on f:ir etccc~•t i :n-:; s inn e rs . 

The Bible n~kcs clc~r th,t G'Jd 1 s s t ~ndards 
C'. re 100 per c ent i_JC rfc cti.:m . 'l'h i s stnnd.~rd ho.s bee n 
fulfill ed by Christ, but it i s o h8pclcss stnnd,rd 
for those v1h'J think th''.t thei r .:-m n eff:Jrts '.U'C -;.,,-,_r t 
of their snlv:-i.t i ::m, fs-r ·:1h,, ~'.r'"'-rt fr ::;r:, Christ, c nn 
,-,_tt~. in 100 i·-icr cent ~1crfe: ction? In ·J rc~cr t '.) m .kc 
t Q. c ':'..ttc.:imncnt 'Jf sY~c S'J rt ,•l' ,..,_ st,-,__ c1:J.rr1 :;YJ:J";iblc 
1 .' 'J.l thc:J l:y;-ic:ns intr_'.:-~ucc . .::~ i visi:»n ';::t'JcdJ '}Jr1 1 s 
c:rn!Jscls 1.1hich cc.'.11 for· 100 :~er cent )Crfccti JD 9 ,:Jc1 
GY1 ' 3 ccnrn o.:n•1r:icDts ,-·hic'.l ·.re s~,i'.:1 t:. be on et J. '.:me r 
level. They seek t'J j ust ify this rJ.i::;ti:nctic:-:n 
~JY QUC' t t n,.... the s ,: .:-Jr;</ -f tr.c: r i c h :::,r:. un ~:· ruler in 
M,tthcw 19 ~h::; cl ~ iDc: -.:;h~ t tc h~d k~~t ~11 Go~ 's 
c JrnT'.DC~mc:nts but t::i ··.1t:irn Cl1ri;:;t S'J.i t ''If tho;i 1·1 ilt 
be ~crfc c t -J ~:ne sell y'J~ r ~~sscssiJ:Js ':'..Dd c 'Jrnc 
,nc!. follo·.1 mci '. It :'..::; ~,n unf'J rtun :-:itc cx::-tr.Ji_) l c to 
~Ji, ') VC th·-'.t :=i. l 'J.Jc r :::;:~.:n ~'"'.re.!. th,n ·)crfccti "J :n i s 
~K rmissi blc ':Jc c'"'.usc the rich y:.rnn;:; ruler in ch'Jos inc 
the l o~c r st2nd,rd ~,..,_s de:; cri~ca by Christ as bc in a 
::)l).tsir' c t'.-ic ·rein:~c1.::x'.l : f :tic:-~vc:n '"'.Dc1. 'JUts i c1c so.lvc.t i '.)n . 

Sc;_,kin c t:> .='. i s c Jvc r minimum rcquirc;mcntc, o.s 
r.nro.l tht:..) l '.)_r;y ':'l'JG s, lco..c1.s tJ some queer c :mclusi'Jns . 
I mc.y illLJ.str c. t c this :..,y o. qu:Jto.t ion fr 'Jni t i.' O \·:e ll 
kD'J\·1~1 'Jo:ilrn .J -:': RJr11".n C-.:. th:::-lic L'Jr'.:'tl Thc'Jl'J ?:,"Y 9 rtt 

- --. Yl(~scnt in l' rint. The first is o.. H2n dbo'.)k Qf II::>rc..l 
....:.:i l 'Jr_:r by Prur:rncr .:::nC: the other a f.Jur V'Jlume 

~['Jro.l nnd P o..s t or'.11 Thcolcicy by Henry Dnvis. First 
let u::; cxo.m inc r1ho. t i s so.id o.b'.) ut truthfulness. Ile 
knoi:J in the Scri:i_) ture tho.t truthfulness is 
c:rns t .'.l.ntly insistcc. Ul)..J D by Go t=: c.s re quired in us. 
'l'ellin~ lies is over :..me~ :--· vc r o.;;;o. in c 'Jnc1cmncd, and 
in the Book of Rcvel~ti.Jn ch.22 9 v . 15 9 it is stated 
cxplici tly tho.t lie.r s ere shut out cif Hco.ven . Now 
moro.l thc olorry text books do n~t, 'Jf course 9 

nJ~r.Jvc of lyinc , but they ~nkc it Jnc o f the lea st 
of sins Dhich in itself is sn i~ never t '.) shut ~ ut 

cif _Hc·wc!1 2 no m:-i.ttcr h:n·1 frequently c?mmittcd 9 o..nd 
unich neca n e ver be c onfesse0 t o o. v ric s t. Th us 

-- -- ---------



Prmnmer .Jn po.cc l ~iL~ sta teR, !!Lyin::; is a ven1nl sin" 
C.nd Davi a in V21. II ix:.r·c 412 st:::tcs "It is the teachin CT 
Jf ~11 Cnth~lic the oloGinns that a lie is not in itself 
a '.:;rie v ::)Us sin". On the s2me ~Y:.r::e Do.vis rn::i.kes cl cClr 
tho.t for a rt '.)man Ca th'.)lic to use con tr2cep tives

9 
tho ug h f'.)r the bes t of reasons, evet Jn ce, ~ill send 
him to hell if he does nJt confess :.t tJ o. p riest, 
b ut CtJparently he nay lie all his life 1ithout for 
th::::.t r eason eve r bc in a shut Jut of icavcn ')r nccdinG 
to ""'J to c:;nfcssion to o:) t c. in "..bo-Jlut i '.)n . ?his 
scc1:1s c. very stretn:-;c scc..l e '.)f r:1or a l jucl;:;r.:icnts . 

Or ::..':nin 9 in the fi e ld of honesty, ?8c".n 
Catholics 'lrc t 'lu~ht th 'l t t"..kin 3 '.)thc r ~c~~le's 
p::sscss i <Jns ',-J ithout t heir kno1:1 l ec1Jc :i.:rx1 c :Jntr 'lry t'.) 
their ':J ill i s n 0 t ~i. l1:12ys ste2linc . For cx'ill~)lc it 
is t"..u:ht th"..t if nn cm~l ':.)yee is sure th ".. t the 
r12:;es he is reccivin.:; :'.l') not fully c:wcr t he ·.-1o rk. 
th-::.t he h'lo bcc:i '.lskcr1 t'J d:::i , he r:J::::.y c:nnpcns"..tc 
hir.:isclf b:• se cre tly tckin ~ h is em~loye r's Q::;ncy Jr 
even ~ropcrty. ~e u:Jul e c ~ll this ~ilfcr ins J ut the 
E~r"..l thcolo~i~ns C"..11 it ~ccult c 'Jm~ensnti'.)n 
"..Dd it i~ just i f i (C by Devis in V'.)l II ~a3c 311 2nd 
~Y ?rummer ::; n ~c.~e 122. Pilfc rin c fr.Jn G~vernnent 
c,nc~ C ':.)t:l~)2n ;:,r stores .-::;nd ev2s i 'Jn '.)f f ci rcs .Jn :Jublic 
tr:J.ns~J'.)r t 'lre sufficiently -;._) rcvnl cnt in the 
c'Jmmu~ity n ith~ ut be in ~ bols tered up by n ~ '.)ctrinc 
so obvi '.) usly inimic ~l t'J publ ic mora lity. Or 
8.r:.'.:'. in 9 ••

1ith r c:::;o.rC. t o the :;_)c.yrncn t of k !.xes the 
Bi-Jlc te"Lchcs ex-;._Jlic i tly th':'..t the tri.xcs r o.iscc1 by 
the G~vern~ent for the runnin 3 8f the C8untry ou~ht 
to be :Y1 

.. id fully. Thus Jesus so.id " 21c:nde r t:> C:i.c s 8.r 
the thinr;s that ::'-re Caes o..r' s 1

', cmc1 st. P2ul t :1 u3ht 
in Rorn:ms c h. 13 , ve r ses 5 und 6, thri.t r1c sh:)Llld 
:;_Jo.y fo. i thfully ·J ur t .':'..xes 11 f 8r c Jns cie nce s"kc 11 ; 

o.nd Fe tcr in his first ci) i stlc ch. 2 9 v. 13, s ays 
"B e .sub j ect t'.) cv..:.r~r '.)rr~ in c.ncc '.)f n:1n f 8r the L'.)r(' s 
sake" . In sp ite of this clc"..r tc nchin .r:: 'Ji' t he Bi1Jlc

9 
Do.v ia in V'J l. II po~e 339 teaches th'l.t the pr_;y1-:ic nt 
'.)f t~xcs 9 e ven Dhcn it i s fully r c c ::;~nised th o.. t 
the tnxes ::i re just, is n '.J t 2-!1 :1'.::; li ··;'lti '"l1 in the 
C'.) ':1sciencc 9 but if the c i tiz e D i f> ·1illin ~ t ·1 ri .::.. ~: the 
f ine he r:l'Jcs n .. •tilin .c; ·:n':-in:· i ;1 ~v·•r1 in~ t_'...Xr.::; -·~r:. :_:-·;1 



of cotirsc D'l.vis does not O..i)r nve of the em:)l oyrnent '..l f 
fr'l.ud, deceit or lyinc in the matter. But even when 
t:::.xcs :::.re successfully cv:2<lcc1 by these sins he s t::i.tcs 
tho.t there is n ·J oblii::;::i.ti'.:'ln tJ r;1:i.kc re st ituti on. He 
ur·-;es co.ution? hoVJevcr , remo..rkin:; 11Evcn the st2temcn t 
an~ still oore the puttin~ int ~ ~rnctice of tho 

c~opletc doctrine on t~x~tion ~re ::.:.Dt t~ c ivc scnnc1nl 
:::md d: ho.rm to rcligion 11 vJhicl1 micl~t be ._~cs cribcc1 ·"-3 
an untcrsto..terncnt. One of the rc::.:.sons Dhy Protestants 
'.)'.Jject to subsic1izin-:: ;{::irn".TJ C::-;thcilic scll:J'.)ls :mt of 

.Ky rc.iscc1 by tnx'l.ti:m is ~_)c c-".LJ.sc they c:J n:Jt sec the 
Justice of i.)O.yinz for the inculc 0 .t io:n of such tv1chir.:=;. 

These saenin5ly lcsc th::.:.n moral c~nclusions 
'Jf the mor o.l theJl.Jc;i2ns S~,rin--; r~ ircctly fr:::D the 
invcsti r;2 tiJn '.Jf c. miniwur. st-:.nd:'_rc~ :i.nc~ J~his in turn 
neccss2rily sprin;s from the ~octrinc th~~ our 
justifico.tion is b.::.:.sc:c1- on our ·11.n1 eff':-- rts; fo1, Jllr 
ovm cff'.; rts c::.:.ri navcr tc 100 l er cent ·

1
:::crfe ct. But 

o..ny rcc'.)rnmcn(cd c~ursc ~f ~'Jr~lity ~hich is less than 
God ' s )Crfcc~ion ~ ill h~ve in it stran~c kinks '.) f 
i ;.':Jl'.l'.)rnl c"'lnclusi:'ms such 'l.S the '.)Y1cs I hf'_vc (rrn-i:n 
o. ~ t c :n t i ~ ~1 t:. . 

There is TJ'.) o.ltcrn'1tive to the Bi'.Jlc stnnc"!::trd 
o:"' 100 ";c r c2nt ner:fection. The distinction bctYJee:n 
G'Jn ' s c::..u~'lsels :::,nc1 G'.) ..--'. 1 s c'.)mm::nclments :J.s th .. ur;,h :inc 
rcre '.)f c.. less st::mc:.0.rd than the '.)ther is .. , i th ·rnt 
{"1Y O'.'.Sis i:o Scri·)ture . Nor;here C'.)CS G::;c'. l::wJcr I:is 

quiremc:nts int:J - somethinr; less thnn perfe c t, for 
--:;his v1oulc'. i.JC:::tD thnt He is v1 illin11 t'.) candonc sin, 
~or nn:rthinc less tho.n ~JC rfcct is to th::i.t extent under 
-: he i~fluence of sin. It follows ~ ith rcm~rsclcss 
::.. :i~ ic t'.l'l.t it is imj_YJssib le th::.t our '.)VJn efforts 
sh'Jul~ be p::tr t of the Grou:nc1s on which Goe crr nn ts us 
snlvn~i'.)11 for He is of ~urer eyes thnn to behol d 
inioui--:;y nnd He c8.nnot base His clecisi'.)n t-::> accept 
us ~n sJme thine; v1h ich c-::>n tnin s with in it impcrfccti 'Jn 
nn~ sit. Thus we see that the ~'.)ct rinc th'1t we ~re 
so..vc;d t':-1r:-urrh Chris: o.l.Jne is n 'Jt -:1D ly th'Jr"'Ju•~hly. 
Biblic'.1:_

9 
but -:i. l s'.) the ·mly l·y::ico.l :::md self c'.):nsistcnt 

rbctrinc.. Christ's ri~·h t8r-.u::rnc s::::; "J. JrlC c :::·:o c:wcr 



r 

:)Ur unri;-,htcousncss. Sc_l V'l.ti:::m is ::>ffcrcc1 t.) us 
freely ::m this bo.c;is ::.s 'l. '{ift. Our r.i'lr'l.l cff'Jrts m~c 
the c:Jnsequence c:if ::-ur S'J.lvo.ti::m; they spriDJ" fr::>m n 
sense of thnnkfulncss th2t G::>d has ncce~tod us freely 
f::>r Christ's s'l.ke; they 'l.rc tho result ::>f the H::ily 
Spirit ~ithi~ us. They ~ust nl~~ys nim nt the very 
hi:~hcs t 9 f")r n oth in J lc::;s is i:-1 ::· rthy ::>f JUr S:.vi Jur. 
But i..' here \'IC C '.)rJC shTi.,t t"°!crc is full :.:nd free 
f'n~-;ivoncss jf i:-;e ·.re. :::::::Jrry for it 'l.nc1 tur-.1 b'l.ck in 
Cnith t~ ~ur Snvi::>ur. 

3 Fcbrunry 1963. 63- 3 
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