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It is well known that the
Christian religion is a religion about
salvation. The New Testament is full
of the idea of being saved? while the
most characteristic title of the Lord
Jesus Christ is Saviour Yet nowadays
it might be difficult for a complete
strangers to cather from what we
Christians thouht we were being saved.
For modern sermons and modern books
-bout Christianity have a lot to say
about the blessings of Christianity -
full life that the Christian lives T

life with a capital L as it wore, and
this of course is true, but there is
very little said in any down to earth
way about what we are being saved and
rescued from The talk is about extra
blessings rather than about salvation
or rescue frcm some fearful situation
in which we are involved. Yet salvation
has no meaning urless we reali:Je what
the situation is which the person being
raved is involveci in t and what his
Late would be aiart from salvation.
The benefit that Christianity offers
is more radical than more additional
blessings which are so often spoken of
and which of course in themselves are
true. For the esse -_ce of the Christian
Gospel is salvation, not merely
improving our situation.

It was to save men from the
terrible anc eternal consequences of
sin that Chris:; died on the cross. It
was no slight matter which brought Him
from Heaven. It nay seem extraordinary
that so little Ettention is directed
in Christian pulpits to Christianity
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as salvation from an awful impending
doom. But the Bible gives us the clue
to this, for it says thaa we are all
by nature blind to our real situation;
and of course unless we see ourselves
as we really are we cannot appreciate
the urgent need for salvation; and so
we soft pedal salvation and think and
speak about other aspects of Christ—
ianity. We are rather like a man
asleep in a boat drifting towards a4
water fall. Our doom is certain but
we are quite unaware of it.. This
blindness* the Bible says, is the
result of the activity of the Devil.
In 2 Cor. 4:4 St. Paul says "The God
of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers to keep them from see—
ing the light of the Gospel of the
glory of Christ", and in John 12:40
we read "He hath blinded their eyes,
and hardened their heart; lest they
should see with their eyes and perceive
with their heart* and should .turn*- and
I should heal them."

The fact is that the Devil blinds
the natural hearts of us all so that
we do not see the truth about God and
in particular are blind to the awful
situation which we are in. We cannot
discover the true picture from our own
resources it is necessary for us to
learn the truth from God Himself in
His Word, The Bible makes clear that
because of cur sinfulness we are under
Godts condemnation and wrath, so that
unless our sins are forgiven through
Christ, we must—umetorge.-- the full
severity cf G o e s just retribution
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It affirms that the falling into sin
of our first parents has not radically
affected human nature. It has involv-
ed the loss of certain privileges; but
our nature remains intact and still
intrinsically good. Thus, for example,
Pope Clement XI in his Bull Eugenitus
section 48 denied that "without faith,
without Christ and without love a :_lan
is but darkross, confusion and sin".
This Papal eenial is in direct contrast
to the ancient faith of the church,
as expressed for example, in Canon 22
of the Council cf Orange of 529 and
which stated just the opposite, namely,
"No-one has anything of his own .save
untruth and sin" and more importantly
it is out of keeping with the teaching
of the Scriptures, where St. Paul in
Rom. 7:18 states "I know that in me,
that is LA my flesh dwelleth no good
thing". Or as the prophet Jeremiah
put it, "The heart is deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked".

The Bible teaches that as a
result of sin, our natures contain
within them p sinful principle, namely
inordinate desire which theologians
call concupiscence. This constant
desire and rull towards what God has
forbidden, which we all experience
even after conversion, Paul calls sin,
describing it in Romans 7:20 as "the
sin which dwells in me". Since it is
always present infecting more or less
everything we do, it follows that
everything we do comes short of God's
perfection and needs to be covered by
Gods forgivpaleffs ev-en- in Chi4istiahs.



Therefore, no action of ours can be
said to merit salvation rfor everything
needs to be covered by the gracious
forgiveness of God. But as you know,
merit is an essential feature of the
Roman Catholic doctrine of salvation,
Consequently, the Council of Trent was
obliged to deny the Apostle!s descrip-
tion of this ever present concupiscence:
in Sc,ssion 5 The Council of Trent
states: 5: "In those who are born
again there is nothing that God hates
... concupiscence, which the .Apostle
calls sin, the Holy Synod, declares .0
it is not truly and properly sin in
those born again, and if anyone is of
a contrary opinion let him be anathemdl.
The Apostle Paul, however, was of the
contrary opinion, describing this evil
desire which he detected in himself as
Sim. He made clear that its presence
was hateful to him - and how much more
Hateful therefore to God. - but he
rejoiced that though sin was present,
it did not lead to his condemnation,
but it was covered by the forgiveness
in Christland he looked forward to the
day When he would be as free from sin
in heaven as was his Saviour.

We sec then that the Bible teaches
that the effect of the fall of our
first parents into sin is that men are
now the enemies of God, and by nature
actively engaged in hostility to God
and His will. We are led about by the
Devil, who has blinded us to our true
state and we are under the impending
wrath of a Sovereign God Who is of
purer eyes than to behold iniquity.
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This is our true situation according
to Godts Word; and it makes meaningful
the offer of salvatiol.. It also makes
clear why it is that salvation must be
the work of God, for apart from Him
we are dead to spiritual things. The
Bible knows no concept of being only
half dead. Those who are dead need
that power of God to bring them alive
again which brought them to acistonoo
in the first plac,3 and of which the
physical resurrection of our Saviour
Christ is the symbol. We believe in
a God who raises the dead, the
spiritually as well as the physically
dead.

. Inadequate concepts of our
desperate situation and of our powers
of moral recuperutior lead to an inad-
equate doctrine of selvatien, which
mingles out own offcrts with the work
of the Saviour. But the 3 i l o is clear
that our salvation is God's work from
beginning to end. This salvation
through forgiveross is offered to us
in the Gospel and -qe should thankfully
embrace it and so begi:-a to ezperier:co
Godts power to, recreate our spiritual
lives which will reach its completion
when we see Him face to face.
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