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£t is well inown that the
Christian religion is a religion about
salvation. The Illew Testaiient is full
of the idea of bDeing saved, nile the
most characteristic titie of tihe Lord
Jesus Christ is Saviour. Yet nowadays
it mignt be difficult for & complete
stranger; —to gather from what we
Christians thought we were being saved.
For modern sermongc and modern Hooks
cucut Christianity have a lot to say
about the blessings of
full 1life that tlie Chris
lifec with a2 capital L as i
this of coursc 1is true, ovut *+
very little said in any down to carth
way about what we arce being saved and
rescued froms The talk is about cxtra
blessings rather than about salvation
or rescue frciz some feariul situatioxn
in which we are involved., Yet salvation
has no meaning urless we realice waat
the situntion is whichh the person being

raved is involved 1in, and what his
fate would be oarart from salvation.
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The bhenefit that Christianity offers
is more radical tlan mere oadditional
blessings which arc so often spolken of
and which of course in vhemselves are
truc. For the esscnhce of the Christian
Gospel dis salvation, noct merely

improving our situation.

It was to save men from the
terrible anc’ eternal comsecucices ol
sin that Chrisv died on the cross. It
was no slight matter which brought Hin
from Heaven. It nay scen extraordinary
that so 1little cttention dis directed
in Christian pulpits to Christianity
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as salvation from an awful impending
doom, But the Bible gives us the clue
to this, . for it says thaa we are all
by nature blind to our real situationy
and of course unless we sce ourselves
as we really are we cannot appreciate
the urgent need for salvationy and so
we soft pedal salvation and think and
spcak about other aspects of Christ-
ianitye. We are rather like a man
aslecep in a boat drifting towards a
water fall. Our doom dis certain but
we are quite unaware of 1ite - This
blindness, the Bible says, is the
result of the activity of the Devil.
In 2 Cor. 4l St. Paul says "The God
of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers to keep them from sce-
ing the light of the Gospel of the
glory of Christ", and in John 12:40
we read "He hath blinded their eycs,
and hardened their hecarty lest they
should #ce with thecir cyes and perceive
with their heart, and should .turn, and .
I should heal them," ’ ;

The fact is that the Devil blinds
the natural hecarts of us all so that
we do not sce' the truth about God and
in particular arc blind to the awful
situation which we are in, We cannot
discover the truc picture from our own
resourecs it 'is necessary for us to
lecarn the truth from God 'Himself in
His Worde - The Bible makes clear that:
because of -eur;sinfulnéss we are under
God's condemation and wrath, so.that
unless our . sins are forgiven through
Christ, we musstamdergo~ the full
severity of God's just retribution
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It affirms - that the falling into sin
of our first parents has not radically
affected human nature., It has involv-
ed the loss of certain privilegesj but
our nature remains intact and still
intrinsically good. Thus, for example,
Pope Clement XI in his Bull Eugenitus
section 48 denied that "without faith,
“without Christ and without love a man
is but darkress, confusion and sin'",
This Papal denial is in direct contrast
to the ancient faiti. of the church,
as expressec for example, in Canon 22
of the Council ef Orange of 529 and
which stated just the opposite, nanely,
"No~one has anything of his own save
untruth and sin" and more importantly
‘it is out of keeping with the teaching
of the Scriptures, where St. Paul in
Rom, 7318 states "I know that in me,
that is iu my flesh dwelletlh: no good
thing". Or as the prophet Jeremiah
put it, "The hecart is deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked".

The Bible.. teaches that as .a .
result of sin, our natures contain
within them o sinful . principle, namely
inordinate desirc which theologians
call concupiscencec. “This constant
desire and rull towards what God has
forbidden, which we all expcrience
oven after conversiony, Paul calls sin,
describing ‘it in Romans 7:20 as "the
sin which dwells in me", " Since it is
always present infecting more ‘or less
everything we do, it follows - that
oeverything we . do comes short of God's
perfection = and needs to be covered by
God's  forgivenessy even—in Christiahs.
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Thereforc, mno action of ours can be
said to merit salvation,for everything
needs to be covered Dby tiie gracious
forgiveness of Gode. But as you know.
merit is an  cessential feature of the
Roman Cntholic doctrine of salvation.
Conscequently, the Council of Tront was
obligced to deny the Apostle's descrip-
tion of this ever present concupiscence:
inn Scssion 5 The Counecil of Trent
states: 5 "In thosc who are bhorn
again there is nothing that God hates
oo concupiscence, which the Lpostle
calls sin, the Ioly Synod, declares ..
it is not truly and 1:)1"0]9(3'ﬂ sim in
those born again, and if anyone is of
a contrary opinion let hinm be anathemdl
The Apostle Paul, however, was of the
contrary opinion, describing this evil
desire which he detected in himsclf as
sin, Ze made clear that its presence
was hateful to him - and how much nmore
hateful therefore to God -~ but he
rejoiced that hough sin was prescnt,
it did not lead to his condernnation,
but it was covercd by the forgivencss
in Christ,and e lookced forward to the
cay when e woulda be as free from sinm
in heaveon as was his Saviour.

blce tceaches
that the effect of the 211 of our
first parcats into sin is that men are
now the encmies of God, and by naturc
actively cangaged in hostility to God
and Iliis will. 7We arc led about by the
Devil, who has blinded us to our truc
state and we arce under the impending
wrath of o Sovereign God VWho is of
purcr cyes than to bekeold dniguity.

We see tiienn that the 31l
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This is our true situation according
to God's Word; anc it makes neaningful
the offer of salvation., . It also makes
clear why it is that 'salvation must be
the work of God, 1for apart Ifrom Him
we are dead to spiritual things. The
Bible knows mo concent ol being only
half dead. Those w0 are dead need

that power of God +to Jflﬁg them alive
again which brought them Ito agistcence
in the first place and of which the
Physical resurrection of our Saviour

Christ is the symbol. e beldieve in
.a "God who raises the dead, the

spiritually as well as tze phaysically
dead. .

Inadeguate conceptvs of our
desperate situation arnd of our powers
of moral rccuperatvior lead to an inad-
equete doctrine of selvation, which
mingles out own cffcrts witi the work
of the Saviour. But thie 3itle is clear
“that our salvation is Gocd's work from
beginning to ennd. it salvation
througn forgiveress is .offered to us
in the Gospel and wve should t
embrace it and so begin

God's power -to recrcate our sy itual
lives. - which will reacix its co: ction

when we scee zim face to face.
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