
nnd religion, nnd re-issuing 
His invitation "Come unto me 
toke my yoke upon you 11 • In 
inviting othe~~, be sure that 
we have . ros~nded ourselves 
mid accepted His Lordship for 
our own lives. 
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We hear a lot of talk 
these days about methods of 
comm1U1icating the gospel. The 
reason is because the Christ­
ian churches make so slight an 
impact on the comm1U1ity and so 
few people find any relevance 
in its message, so that many 
of its spokesmen urge an over­
haul of the methods of canmuni­
cati on, that is, of getting 
the message across. And so we 
have chaplains appointed for 
tbis or for that; we have 
expensive programmes for the 
mass medium of television and 
we have radical rewriting of 
the gospel in such books as 
'Honest to God'. 

It is, of course, right 
to be constantly reflecting on 
our methods; but the trouble 
may not be in the old methods, 
or in the message. It may be 
that tho hearers don't want to 
hear. The problem of comm1ll1i­
cation, so much talked about 
to-day in oertain Christian 
circles, is not in my judgment 
the real problem. We don't 
have to re-interpret the 

---------- --- - --

Christian gospel but to re­
assert the gospel, clearly and . 
truly, believing it fully our­
selves• This may not, of 
course, bring the results 
hoped for, because the hearers 
nay not wo.nt t o accept the 
gospel, nnd this is a problEn 
which we cnn only to.ke to God 
in · pro..yer. 

Much modern t a.lk a.bout 
the problems of connunication 
and presenting the Gospel in a 
way acceptable to the nodern 
nc..n loses sight of the stubb::lrn 
fa.ct of the h8.I'dness of the 
huno.n heart. It is natural 
that people do n ot see any 
relevance in the gospel even 
when preached with clarity 
ond persuasiveness, because 
their ninds are spiritually 
blind. 

Let ne remind you of the 
experience of Jesus as:rocorded 
in the eleventh chapter of St. 
Matthew. Jesus wns a nost 
able tetJ.cher, He knew the nind 
of God perfectly and He was nt 
one with His audience. His 
personality was winsome, His 
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character perfect in its 
attractiveness. He spoke with 
authority, ond His message 
was accompunied with signs 
and miracles. In other words 
Jesus was the ideal communi­
cator; He had no nood to over­
haul His methods or His 
message - ond yet what was 
the result? An alma st conplete 
failure to communicate the 
message in the sense of get­
ting any response from His 
honrers. It was not that 
there was n:ny f mll t with the 
message or L1J1Y fault with the 
teacher or His aethods. The 
fault lay exclusively in the 
hardness of tho hearts of the 
hearers. ChQptor 11 of Matt­
hew records the failure. 
Jesus upbraided the comnun­
i ties in which He had spent 
His ministry because they 
took no notice. Their com­
munity life was quite unaffec­
ted by His nossage or by His 
life lived amongst them, and 
so He wa.rnod the so cCliElunitie s 
of their impending judgment. 
Naming the towns in which He 
worked He warned, Woe unto 
thee Chorazin! Woe unto thee 

Chorazinl Woe unto thee 
Bethsaidal and Capernaum. And 
the reason? because they did 
not repent or take any notice 
of His ministry, even though 
it was · accompanied by signs 
and miracles in the mighty 
works that He performed. 

In verse 25 we · find 
recorded our Lord's reaction 
to this indifference of those 
who heard; and it contains an 
interesting lesson for us 
because Christians to-day are 
in a similar situation. We 
cannot claim, of course, to 
exercise the porfect ministry 
that Jesus exercised, but we 
are faced with the same dis­
appointing indifference of 
those around us. Jesus would 
have experienced the srune 
disappointment, for in His 
human life He underwent all 
our experiences. It is there­
fore worth noting our Lord's 
renction to the situation. His 
reaction was three-fold: First 
He brought the. ma~ter to God 
in prayer. He recognised that 
God was sovereign in the situ­
ntion, and so He wns able to. 
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thc..'lllk God even in the presence 
of disappointment and apparent 
lack of success. His words 
are: "I thank Thee Father, 
Lord of Henven and earth, that 
Thou hast hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed them unto babes; yea 
Father for so it was well 
pleasing in Thy sight". 

It remains true that God 
is Lord of Heaven and · earth. 
Nothing takes place apart from 
Him. The success of our 
ministry does not depend on 
new methods of communication 
but on God's power, granting 
or withholding according to His 
wisdom o. kno·wledge of Himself. 
Because God is sovereign, nnd 
loving, and wise, and right.eous, 
we are able to follow our Lord 
in giving God thanks always 
for everything 9 and not just 
sometimes for some things. The 
basic doctrine in Christianity 
is God's complete sovereignty, 
c::ind we must keep this in the 
front of our thoughts. 

The second point in our 
Lord's reaction t o the situat-

ion was a re-affirma tion of it.!8 
f'undaoental gospel facts, the 
very facts which had been 
rejected by His hearers. He 
said: "All things have been 
delivered to me of my Fathe~ 
..• and no man knows the Father 
save the Son and he to whom 
the Son wills t o reveal Himn. 
Notice how Jesus makes Himself 
central in the history of 
humanity. He is centra l 
because in Jesus God has cori1e 
into a new and · pernanent 
relationship to His creation. 
He has taken our nature and so 
given purpose and directi on 
for the hi story of hmna.nity. 
God's µirpose for non is feJlow··· 
ship with Hin, fellowship bnsed 
on f orgiveness made possible 
by Christ's death on the cross. 
That purpose will be fulfilled 
when Christ returns and all 
men will see that all power 
has been given to Him. In the 
meanwhile the Christian ser­
vice ' is to proclaim God's sav­
ing actions in Christ. You 
will see that this gives a 
super-natural view of hur;:ian 
life - a dinension that is 
Dissing in oost of our thinldng 
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to-day - and Christians are 
called upon not to . find new 
methods of communication so 
much as simply to insist once 
more on the reality of the 
super-natural, on God, ~is 
sovereignty, His coming into 
relationship with us in Christ, 
and His purposes, still to be 
worked out in the future for 
the human race when Christ will 
reign and all that opposes 
itself to Him will be judged 
and abolished . 

Not only is Christ 
central in human history but 
He is central in our relation­
ships with God. We cannot 
know God unless Christ reveals 
Him to us. We cannot have 
fellowship with God apart from 
Christ. This is what Jesus 
affirmed in this verse, No man 
knows the Father save him to 
whom the Son wills to reveal 

. Him. We cannot by pass Christ 
in worshipping God. The reason 
is simple: all our relation­
ships with God must be based 
on forgiveness, they cannot 
be based on our own worthines& 
although we persist in think-

.. 

ing this to be so. Forgiveness 
cones to us through the death 
of Christ for sins on Co.lvnry 
mid we may enter into fellow­
ship ~ath God now on the basis 
of forgiveness in Christ. This 
is the Christian gospel. It 
is easily understood. It is 
not a question of finding now 
nothods of comnunicnting this 
gospel so much ns neoding the 
power of God to touch the 
hearts of the hearers so that 
they accept the very rrn:w.rknbJe 
statements which they nt pres­
ent regnrd as untrue. It is 
not that the hearers canno t 
understnnd these sta terients 
but thnt they don't believe 
them, and in this situo.tion 
the Christian church must 
follow the exDJJ.ple of Josus 
and siri.ply ·repent ther:i, re­
affirn then, and believe them 
itself. We Christians rmst 
believe these supernatural 
facts of God, His judgnen t, 
forgiveness, the resurrection 
nnd the coming of Christ. For 
if we do not believe ther.1, if 
we do n ot rio.ke then cen tra.1 in 
our own thinking and live by 
then, we won't get our hearers 
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to believe them merely by 
changing our nethods of coorrun-
ication. Unbelief is our · 
problem: ·not fo.ul ty methods · of 
cornnunico..tion. Unbelief and 
sickly fo.ith in our own minds 
mid hearts, nnd in our fellow 
church members. The problem of 
unbelief is not merely in 
secular society outside the 
church. Unbelief con only be 
taken o.wo.y nnc1 fnith strength­
ened by God, in response to 
prayer. We ought to pray for 
one another tho.t God will 
increase our fni th in the fbci:B 
of the Gospel. 

We c ome to the third 
point of our Lord's reaction, 
which wo.s simply to rGpeo.t the 
gospel invi to.tion "Come unto me 
all ye who o.r c weo.ry o.nd heo.vy 
laden and I will give you restl~ 
There is no other wo.y. Jesus 
pointed out that the yoke of 
obedience which He invited men 
t o accept was a yoke suited to 
their nnture - 'My yoke is ensy 
and my burden is light". It is 
suited to our nature b.eco.use we 
are made by Goc1 to conf·orm to 
His imo..ge and cho.racte~ and us 

we accept the yoke of Christ, 
that is, as we take Him as 
our Lord and follow Him as our 
example (or to put it in 
o.nother way, obey Him rather 
than ourselves) we will find 
that the life ' which He leads 
us to live is one which brings 
r est to our souls because it 
conforms with God's purposes 
for us. The life of disobed­
ience is the unhap py awkward 
life; the life of obedience 
to Christ is the happy rest­
ful life, the onsy yoke. 

So then, as WG Christ­
imis find ourselves in a 
similar position to tha t which 
our Lord faced at the end of 
His ministry, in a general 
disregard of the Gospel, ruid 
the community indifferent to 
it, we must follow His example 
in our response to the situat­
ion; refreshing our minds in 
the sovereignty of God, and so 
have recourse to Him in prayer 
with thanksgiving, then re­
affirming the great super­
no. tural truths of God's relat­
ionship to us in which Jesus 
Christ is central in history 
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nnd religion, nnd re-issuing 
His invitntion "Come unto me 
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inviting other~, be sure thnt 
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