National Gommittee ‘Meeting

Deaconess House, SYDNEY, N.S.W. e'P_oth PEBRUARY 1973.

cAbIc for all things"

U R U WO T T TETRENS

OUTLINES

OF
B I.B I FE S T-U-DL ¥ S

¥XXXXEX%

THREE STUDIES

on

" ... the NATURE OF GOD tn whom we have placed our faith ...

S

l. GOD - THE FATHER
{1, GOD « THE SON

111 6GOD < THE HOLY SPIRIT

TN

PRESENTED BY -
DEACONESS MARGARET ROGERS




BIBLE STUDY OUTLINES

THREE STUDIES presentad to the NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN -
6th - 9th FEBRUARY, 1973,

l. GOD - THE FATHER
it. GOD - THE SON
111, GOD - THE HOLY SPIRIT

STUDY 1. GOD -~ THE FATHER
% believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth ..se. "

l. 1t is important to note at the outset that it is part of God's revelatfon of Himself to
Man that He is to be seen as Father = the Fatherhood of God goss deep into the very
heart of his nature and character. (It is therefore wrong to claim that the stress on
God -~ as Father - is another male chauvinist plot!),

11, The Fatherhood of God is a clear emphasis of the Bible.

- present in the 01d Testament, but developed and more carefully delineated in the
New Testament - a keynote of the teaching of Jesus,

HI: There is never an idea of physical generation attached to the concept in the Bible -
a spiritual concept at all tfmes.

TEACHING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. God is Father because He is Creator:
a creative relationship between the Father and his creatures
he is the origin and source of life - he is Father of all he has made.
See e.g, Malachi 2:10, lsaiah 64:8, Deuteronomy 32:6,

2. God is Father because He is Father of Israsl:
a relationship between the Father and the nation - no relationship with tndividuals.
Father/son relationship between God and lsrael, His covenant people.
See e.g. Hosea 11:1, Jersmiah 31:9, Exodus 4:22, Deuteronomy 14:1.

3. God cares for His people in a ®fatherly® way:
See e.g. Psalm 68:5, Psalm 103:13, Proverbs 13:12,

4, The response of a child -

that is, love trust and obedience, 1is required of the child by the Father,
See e.g. Deuteronomy 14:1, Jeremiah 3:19,
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TEACHING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

1.

God is Father of all things:
their Creator, Preserver, Sustainer.,
See e.9. Acts 17:28, 1 Corfnthians 8:6, Hebrews 12:9, Galatians 4:6,

God, the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ:

the relationship between the first two Persons of the Trinity

God the Father, and his unfque relationship with Jesus, the Son, the only=
begotten,

this is a timeless, eternal relationship. It did not begin in Bethlehem,
a special stress of Johannine and Pauline writing,

John 14 (read chapter carefully) draws careful attention to the unity of
the Father and the Son.

in the New Testament, God is Father because He is the Father of the Son.
- a unique relationship = see John 20:17 - note "my Father® and "your Father®.
Jesus calls God ®Abba® - {.s, "Daddy® or *Dad®.

God is Father of all believers - i.e. of all those in Christ":

a) we are children of the Father because of our relationship to the Son.
- {.e. wg are sons of the Father through faith in the Son.
See e.g. John 1:12, Galatians 3:26,

b) those “in Christ® are sons by adoption. - we have a change in status
- from slave - to son and heir,
~ we are adopted by the Father, because we are redeemed by the Son,
and therefore ws can call the Father ®Abba®, as does the Son,
= through Christ we énter into the family relationship, and share the
{nheritance with Him,

- but note: Christ is Son of the Father by right.
We are sons of the Father by grace, i
See e.g, Galatians 4:1 - 7, Romans 8:12 - 17, Ephesians 1:5,

Note of the Fatherhood of God in the Teaching of Jesus.

God as Father achieves a prominent place in Christian teaching because of
the teaching of Jesus.

- it was not a new element which Jesus introduced - but had developed in
Judaism ~ can be seen in Rabbinic teaching -

Josus was, in fact, stressing something which had been part of the faith of
the prophets, psalmists and sages for centuries before, yet through Him,
'Father! became almost the supreme title of the Christian faith,

- a New Testament scholar of the last generation - T. W. Manson - claimed
there was an extraordinary reticence and reserve noticeable when Jesus talked
of His Father - said He did so only to an inner circle of disciples, or tn
prayer -
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Why? = Manson suggests that it was so closely related to His private

spiritual experience that He was reticent to speak of something which was of such
a vital, supreme, reality to Him unless in the company of a sympathetic, receptive
audience - to whom He made God the Father real.

- certainly the experfence of God as Father dominates the whole 1ife and
ministry of Jesus,

the prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane shows to us clearly how the will of the
Father is the dominating factor in the life of the Son, - here this absolute
trust and complete obedience to the will of the Father overcame His skrinklng
from the approaching ordeal - see e.g. Mark 14:36, Matthew 26:36,

- here is the perfect trust and obedience of sonship demonstrated to us.

- The Lord's Prayer = good example of Jesus' teaching on the Father.
a complete and pattern statement of what God's children should ask of their
Father in Heaven,

2 sections: 1) The Father is the Great Ruler and Sovereign.
Hallowed be your Kswe
May your kingdom come
May your will be done in earth, as in Heaven,

i1) Yet the Father (the Sovereign God) cares for, and
protects each child,
Give us daily bread
forgiveness of sin,
protect and deliver us.

We have to believe that the Sovereign God, ruler of Heaven and earth,
Is our Father, who will care for each one of us, according to our
need -

for He is concerned with things both infinitely great and 1nf1nitely
small.

Hatthew 6:25 - 34 also shows how our Father cares for His children.
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Early events and predictions:
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Prediction to Hary
" " Joseph

Angels to Shepherds
Simeon
The Baptism

The Temptations

John the Baptist

A suamary of His
early preaching:

at the end:

Luke 1:30 - 33,
Hatthew 4:20 ~ 23,

Luke 2:10 - 11,

et e e s s |

Luke 2:25 -~ 32,

—————

Luke 3:22. compare Psalm 2, and Isafah 53,

The Kingly figure of the Psalm, and the suffering,
huniliated servant of israel are in His mind here
at the outset of His ministry.

The path of the King is the path of suffering,

e.g;- Luke 4:1 - 13, Temptations to achieye his
Kingdom in any other way, are all rejected.

Behold the Lamb - John 1:29, 37.

What 'lamb'? see Genesis i%, Exodus 12,

- but the whole sacrificial system fulfilled in
Christ,

Matthew 4:17.
the Kingdom of God is at hand".
N.B. the Kingdom of God = the Kingly rule of God,

John 20:24 - 29, open asumption of full
deity - a high point of faith in Jesus = a

response to the resurrection,

What can account for the immediate response of the people 1In great crowds, to Jesus?

1) from the beginning he spoke of the Kingdom - see the Kingdom parables
- all were very interested in this.

2) all amazed at the note of authority in his teaching,

see e.g, Mark 1:22 - his characteristic expressions, *Verily, verily, 1 say unto
you ...t
this was a significant difference to other teaching they heard - Jesus
appealed to no other authority,

N.B. John 7:32 and 45,

the force of His personality - He was a gigantic man - not a meek, mild,
wishy-washy one}
see e,0. John 2:13 f, Luke 4:28 - 30,

people were devoted to Him to the point where they left homes, friends, jobs,
security, to follow hin <« no half-hearted Christian service here!

3)
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people of many different kinds - e.g, Levi - the tax-man
Thomas -~ the sceptic
Philip

4) His miracles were "sfgns® - they pointed men to God,
all were amazed, they glorified God, they were filled with fear, they were
astonished at the majesty of God.
See e.g. Luke 4336, Luke 5:8, Luke 5:25,26 (here He has performed a miracle
to show His power to forgive sins), Luke 7:16, Luke 8:37, Luke 9:43,

5) His life was outstanding - He was sinless - so that He could say
"¥ich of you convicts me of sin?" - see John 8:46,

this is the picture of the Gospels,

Jesus! view of Himself

1. His favourite designation, "Son of Man®, occurs 80 times -

always in the 1ife of Jesus -

i) He refers to Himself generally by this title, ®The foxes have holes
and the birds of the afr have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to
lay His head,"

1) 1t s used to refer to the heavenly Son of Man aad the glory of
Jesus at His Second Coming - Mark 13:26.
iti) He talks of the Son of Man as sufferfng. e.g. Hark 8:31.

Origin of this term is probably to be seen in Danfel 7:13.

- the dominant fdea is that of sovereignty, of one who rules with divine
authority.

Possibly Jesus chose to use this term because it was not associated with any
nationalistic ideas ~ it also has the strong overtones of divinity,

2,

The Messiah: Jesus did not use the title, but He didn*t reject it when it
was used of Hin, e.g. Mark 8:29,

3. The Suffering Servant: Although He never explicitly makes the connection

between Himself and this figure frow Deuteronomy.
- Isaiah, Jesus obviously applied it to Himself,
See e.g. Hark 8:31, Luke 19:10, 22:27.

The servant is a lonely, suffering, humiliated figure, rejected by those
whose reconciliation comes through him,

Thus He who is the divine King, the Messiah of God, sees that the way
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marked out for Him is the path of the servant - the glory of the Son of
Man is attained through the sacrifice, humilfation and suffering of the
servant.

Son of God: Jesus is very conscious of His close relationship with the
Father - see John, chapters 14, 15 and 16.

He made the ultimate demands on those who would follow Hin - they must
leave all, take up their cross daily - and follow,

Side by side with the above, should be placed the teaching of some of
the Christological passages from the rest of the New Testament -
8.9, Acts 10:39 - 43, Romans 5:6 - 11, 2 Corinthians 5:14 - 21,
Ephesians 1:20 - 23, Philippians 2:6 - 11, Colossians 1:14 - 22,

1 Timothy 2:5, Hebrews 1:1 - 4, Hebrews 12:2, Revelation 5 =

These passages should be read carefully and their particular
contribution to our understanding of the Person and Work of Christ,
His life, His death, His resurrection, His exaltation, should be
noted,
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1, Word spirit (synonym - wind, breath) is used in the Bible in several
different ways.
Spirit of God, spirit of man (i.e. body, soul, spirit)
spirfts - both good and evil.

2. Various titles for the Holy Spirit: e.g. Holy Spirtt, Spirit, Spirit of God,
Spirit of the Lord, Spirit of Christ, Comforter, etc, :

various symbols associated with the Spirit - breath, wind, dove, fire;

3. The Holy Spirit = A Person - third meaber of the Trinity - God.
not a lesser person.
"He!, not 'It',

The 01d Testament:

Five different aspects of the work of the Holy Spirft.
1) In creation: e.g, Genesis 1:2 and Genesis 2:7,

2) The Spirtt enables man to perform a special service or
undertake a particular task..

3) The Spirit is the inspirer of the prophets.,

4) The presence of the Spirtt in the believer inspires moral living
e.g. Psalm 51: 10 , 143:10, 139:7.

5) There are also references to the future work of the Spirit.
(a) He will be involved in the work of the Messiah, and
fndwell Him - e.g. lsaiah 11:1.
(b) He will also indwell the people of God when His Kingdom is realised
and will be active in their midst, e.g. Joel 2:28f,
(see Peterts Pentecost sermon).

The New Testament:
TFull of references to the Spirit = every book mentions Him, except for
t1 and 111 John,

John's Gospel shows us that Jesus was his own {nterpreter, that the

Spirit was aluays with Hin (John 3:3%) -

but that the work of the Spirft began amongst the disciples after Christ

had died, been raised up, and ascended.

- while Christ was with them they were in the presence of the Incarnate Son -
He was their Counsellor, Coaforter, etc.

John's Gospel - chapters 14, 15, 16 ~ are important source passages for our
knowledge of the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit.

we
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- read these through carefully - look for
1) - titles for the Spirit
i{) from and by Whom He was sent
ii1) details of His Work

8.0, i) we see He is called Holy Spirit, Conforter, Spirit of Truth.

i1) 14:26 He is sent by the Father in Jesus' name
15:26 He proceeds from the Father
16:7 "1 will send Him to you®

fi1) He abides in you: He will teach you all things:
He will bring to your remembrance all | have said unto you:
He shall bear witness to me: He will convict the world of
sin, righteousness and judgment: He will guide you into
all truth: He will glorify me.

Jesus says one can blaspheme against the Holy Spirit: and this {s an
unforgivable sin,
cf, Mark 3:29f
Hatthew 12:31f
Luke 12:10

What is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit?

1) did it in the early Church mean apostasy?

2) it has been said that it would be pardonable to fail to sce in the
huriliation of the Servant/Messiah the royal person of the Son of
God - therefore blasphemy against the Son of Man may be forgiven.

~ but to reject the demonstration of the reign of God in the Power

of the Spirit as expressed in the 1ife of the Church, is to put
oneself beyond forgiveness.

3) it has been suggested that to consciously be disobedient to the will
of God - revealed by the Spirit of Truth - is blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit. This is to know the will of God and to tuen one®s back.

in the Early Cherch:
their experience was proof that the Messianic Age had arrived -
many references to the work of the Spirit in their midst.

Church membership was a participation tn the Holy Spirtt -
2 Corinthians 13:14, Philippians 2:11,

They were one body of believers - one Spirit.  Ephesians 4:3f.
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1 Corinthians 12 an extremely important chapter for our topic.

- all believers share in the same Spirit
- He is not exclusive to order or rank
- all believers have a particular task or ministry in the Church
- the Spirit mparts the gift to enable him to perform it
- there are many different gifts for all the different functions.

many churches seemed to admire the spectacular gifts e.g. glossalia.

Paul tries to moderate their zeal (see 1 Corinthians 14)

= he draws their attention to the "greater gifts® 1 Corinthians 12:31
also 1 Corinthians 13,

- signs of the presence of the Spirft in the 1ife of a believer are
to be found in Galatfans 5:22 .

The Christian 1ife is a constant apprehension of the power of the Spirit
- it is to "walk in the Spirit” or to be "led by the Spirit® or to "ive in the
Spirit". See Galatians 5:16, 18, 25.

Romans 8: &, 14,

‘The Spirft is The Spirtt of Power. =~ See 2 Timothy 1:7.

LA L) The Spirft of Liberty and release. =~ See Galatians 5:13 - 18
Romans 8:2,
LA L The Spirit of Life. = 1 Corinthians 15:45,

L . The Spirit of Adoption, - Galatians 4:6
Romans 8:12 - 17,

L ' The Spirit of Testimony, 2 Peter 1:21.
The Spirft is our "earnest" G;yf?‘ﬁuéﬁ of the salvation which we will one day

possess ~ this word means a deposit, or a first instalment -~ Thus He is the earnest

or guarantee of our inheritancs.
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