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Worship is a natural activity; it is worldwide 9 and 
there is no nation or tribe known to history that does not worshi p . 
However the worship offered differs from place to place 9 because 
worship takes its character and its expression from the concept 
of God that the. worshipper has . The way a man worships is a key to 
the way a man thinks about God. Thus Christian worship is very 
different from heathen worship with its idols and sacrifices9 
sometimes even human sacrifices , Christian worship takes its 
character from the Christian concept of God. For worship is the 
acknowledgement of God, tho honouring of God 9 the giving worth to 
God 9 so that our ideas of God control our ways of worship. 

The Bible teaches us that God is an almighty God, 
controlling every event in His universe; even every movement of the 
atoms which form the most distant galaxy is within God's knowledge 
and under His complete control. But more particularly the Bible 
teaches us that God is an all loving God. "God is love 11 wo read. 
At this very moment He is acting towards us in love. He loves us 
and the supreme proof of His love is that He has become our Saviour, 
to save us from the consequences of our sin 9 our condemnation 
which is the result of our rebellion against His will. He Himself 
boro the condemnation and curse of all who put their trust in Him. 

How should we worship and honour such a God 9 an 
almighty 9 all loving Father? How can we most profoundly acknowledge 
His nature? Well firstly by receiving at His hand what His love i s 
providing. At this time of Christmas we rememb er that the Son of 
God bocame man in order to bring us salvation through forgiveness 9 
which He won for us by His death on Calvary; and now through tho 
gospel forgiveness and reconciliation with God is offered to all. 
If we ignore this offered salvation which God has providod through 
His love for us 9 any othor attempt on our part to worship Him in 
other ways is vain. Our first and most elemental worship is to 
accept His . forgivenoss of our sins. Then too wo should trust Him in 
every problem and incident of life, bringing our cares to Him in 
prnyer because He cares for us , By so doing we honour God 9 we 
recognize His power and His lovo by our trust and so doclare by our 
actions that He is a God of loving power . Thus we worship Him. 
Trust and faith in God must of course show itself in obodionc c 9 for 
disobedience is only another way of saying that we do not believo 
that God is to be trusted 9 or that His way and His command is 
best. We choose our own in preference to His. Thus tho Christian 
concept of God as Ono who loves and provid es r equires that our 
worship should bo primarily trust and obedience. Other religions 
are religions of observances 9 but Christianity is essentially a 
religion of trust. But trust and ob odi enco in their turn r equire 
on the part of the worshippor a knowl edge o f God's chn.racter in 
order that we might trust aright 9 and not superstitiously, and that 
we might obey God's will, nnd not our own notions. 

A knowledge of God's character comes through His Word 
and thus the Bible is tho und erlying r ock on which all Christian 
worship must be based . God is worshipped through His Wo rd. You will 
understand then why the Bible is so emphatic that God's people are 
not to worship Him through images and idols . Condemnation of 
idolatry runs through the Bible fr om beginning to end . For exomple 9 
tho second of the Ten Commandments says "Thou shalt not make to 
thyself a graven image, nor tho likeness of anything that is in 
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which is the result of our rebellion agains t His will. He Himself 
bore the condemnation and curse of all who put their trust in Him . 

How should we worship and honour such a God, an 
almighty, all loving Father? How can we most profoundly a cknowledge 
His nature? Well firstly by r ece iving at His hand what His love i s 
providing. At this time of Christmas we r ememb er that the Son of 
God bocame man in order to bring us salvation through forgiveness, 
which He won for us by His death on Calvary ; Md now through tho 
gospel forgiveness and reconciliation with God is off er ed to all. 
If we ignor e this offered salvation which God has provided through 
His love for us, any othor attempt on our part to worship Him in 
o ther ways is vain. Our first and most e l emental worsh ip is to 
accept His forgiveness of our sins. Then too wo should trus t Him in 
every probl em and incident of life , bringing our car os t o Him in 
prnyer because He cares for us. By so doing we honour God, we 
r ecognize His power and His l ov o by our trust and so doclar o by our 
a ctions that He is a God of loving power . Thus we worship Him. 
Trust and faith in God must of cours e show itself in obodionce, f or 
disobedience is only aJ.1.othGr way of saying that wo do no t believe 
that God is to be trusted 9 or tha t His way and His c ommand is 
best. We choose our own in preference to His. Thus tho Christian 
concept of God as Ono who l oves and provid es r equires tha t our 
worship should bo primarily trust and obedienc e. Other religions 
are religions of observances 9 but Chri s tianity i s essentially a 
religion of trust. But trust and ob edi enc e in their turn r equire 
on the part of the worshipper 2 knowledge o f God's chnr a cter in 
order that we might trust aright, and not superstitiously, and that 
we might obey God's will, and not our own notions. 

A knowl edge of God 's chara cter comes through His Word 
and thus the Bible is the underlying r ock on which all Christian 
worship must be based . God is worshipped through His V!o rd. You will 
understand then why the Bible is s o emphatic that God's people a r e 
not to worship Him through images and idols. Condemnation of 
idolatry runs through the Bible fr om beginning t o ond . For exrun.ple, 
the second of the Ten Commandments says "Thou shalt not make t o 
thys elf a graven image, nor tho likeness of anything that is in 
Heaven above or on the earth benonth .... Thou shalt not bow down 
to them, n or worship th em 11

9 a nd in Deut er onomy 4:15 Moses warns "Take 
therefor e good heed unto yourselves ... l es t you corrupt yours elves , 
and mnke you a graven imnge in th e f orm of any fjgure 9 the likeness 
of male or female ..• which the Lord thy God hath f orbidden thee. 
For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, ev en a j ealous God'', and 
in Leuteronomy 16:22 "Neither shEllt thou s et thee up any imnge which 
the Lord thy God hateth". 
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In spite of these pl-ain ·words of Scripture and nc.ny 
others similar to them it is wellknown that Roman Catholic churches 
nre full of images. Indeed 9 every Roman Catholic priest is r equired 
to take the following oath: i 1I most firmly assort thnt thc3 imo.gc s 
o·f Christ or the mother· ·o f God ever virgin, and also of other 
saints may be had and rct2ined nnd that due honour and veneration '.ll'c 
to be given them." Many Homan Catholic cat echisms 9 for tho sake of 
brevity in printing the ten commandments, omit o.11 referenc e t o this 
condemnation of the making of images or the b owing down and worshipyJing 
them. But it is not only Roman Catholics that need t o be on their 
guard ngainst slipping b a ck j_nto the attitude of the nRtural h'-nrt 
which delights in using images in worship contrary t o the injuncticn 
of Scripture. The use of images 9 such as imagos of the cross 9 o.nd L,f 
pictures 9 as objects used in cormection with devotion 9 is f ound in 
severo.l denominations . The clear teo.ching of Scripture ought to ~c 
sufficient t o banish images nnd likenesses, whether pictures or 
crosses or statues, from use in connection with Christian worship? 
but j_n nddi tion we nay 8. Sk '·why is the Scripture so o.dor:mnt against 
such material objects as r'.ledia of worship? In a nswer , three things 
may bo said: firstly, thrtt pictures and images arc ino.c1.oquate t o 
portray the Divine. This ce.n only b e conveyed through His word, with 
its many sided fc.cets. For exrunple, our Lord Jesus was bo th God nnd 
man, yet a picture of Hin cnn only c onvoy th o outw2.rd f orf.1 of His 
humttn body. Ev'en so, it is strnnge how frequently the artist gives 8. 

misleading picture. For oxonple, I don't think I ho..vo evGr seen n 
picture of Christ without depicting Him with l ong h"',ir; yet we know 
fron Scripture that He did n ot wear His hnir l ong , f or it was rog2rded 
as a disgracG for men to do so. 

Secondly, there is a n other profound r eason f or the 
forbidding of images: tho t enptntion t o wo rship the') imnge with Divine 
honour is well night irrosistiblG whon it is s e t up in front o f us 
for our nttention 1 so thc:..t we ciro be tra yed into the awf'ul position 
of worshipping the creature inst0ad c f the Cre"'tor. Thero is n o doubt 
tho.t this is done in the Ronmn Cutholic denomination, for example on -
Good Friday when the priest to.kes off his shoes 9 kneels d•>wn before nn 
i:r:rnge of Christ's cross nnd ho and nll the people c..dore it. St . Thono..s 
Aquinas 9 the 10ading Roman Cntholic the ol ogian, says quite ox:plici tly 
(Summa Theo l ogicn Pt.3, question 25) that images of Christ and tho 
cross should be worshipped with the divine h on our res erved f or God 
Hirn.self . Ag[tin in the Roman Breviary f or the 14th September j prc:.yer 
is offered t o the cross, thGt is , t o an i:r.io.go r) r represent.'.ltion -,f thJ 
cross of Calv2ry, with tho words "0 cross , sweet wood, sweet nails, 
sc.ve this pres ent rnul ti tudG assenbled t oge ther in thy prctise 11 • If 
this is not giving of divine norship t o a creaturo 9 th0re is n u such 
thing as idolatry in the w~J rld. 

Thirdly, even if we stop short '-1 f such di vino wr. rship 
of an imege, the use of images in religious worship prevent our 
spirits fron worshipping God truly nnd a cceptably. For, Rs we hnve 
seen 9 God is above nll n l oving God, nnd the true response and vrorship 
thnt we offer such n God is faith and trust ; but sc.cred pictures ancl 
sncred sta tues are dumb nnd do not speck t o us . Th0y do not evoke 
faith. On the contrary they rivet the r1ind on tho 0xternnl object 
2.nd prevent the heart fron rising, through the Word l) f God, to God 
Himsc;lf in fni th, trust, l ov e ['..nd adoration. This is doubtless cne 
reason why Scripture is so adamant in f orbidding the use of 
likenesses 9 whether pictures or st2tues, in our worship . The 
sentiments evoked by such reprc.rnontc..tions and ir:w.ges f a ll short of 
faith and so f a ll short of truly Christion worship 9 tho ' the senti~ents 
ovoked by such pictures r'.,nd. imagos a r e often oist .. -.,kon by the worshipper 
for o.. true Christian response. It is God's Word v1hich elicits the 
true response of fni th, o..nd thus we worship God thr'Jugh His Vlord. If 
we wish to decorate our church buildings, it should be with texts 
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o'f Christ or the mother--of God ever virgin, and also of other 
saints may be had and retnined and that due honour and vonera tion ~D.'o 
t o be given them." Many Homan Catholic ca t e chisms 9 for tho sake of 
brevity in printing the ten oom1J1andments , omit nll referenc e to thi f_:; 
condemnation of the making of images or the b owing down cmd worshj_ppi:ng 
them. But it is not only Rot1an Catholics that need t o be on their 
guard against slipping ba ck j_nt o the attitude of the n2tural h ._ art 
which delights in using imo.ge s in worship contrary t o the injunctil 'lJ. 
of Scrj_pture. The use of images 9 such as irn.oges o f the cross 9 and cf 
pictures 9 as objects usod in con11ection with devo tion 9 j_s f ound i n 
several denominations. The clear t each ing of Scripture ought to QG 
sufficient t o banish images and likenesses, whether pictures or 
crosses or statue s 9 fr om- use in c onnection with Christian worship ; 
but in addition we r;iay nsk 'why is tho Scripture so ndnnant against 
such material objocts ns media of worship? In answcr 9 thrco things 
may b e said: firstly 9 tha t pictures a nd images aro inadequate to 
portray the Divine. This can only b e c onveyed through His word 9 with 
its many sided f ncets. For exrunple 9 our Lord J esus was b o th God ::md 
man, y e t n picture of Hin can only conv oy th o ou tward f orm of His 
human body. Ev'en s o , it is strange how fr equently the artist g ives ct 

misleading picture. For oxonple 9 I don't think I ho..ve over seen n 
picture of Christ without depicting Him with l ong h_'"),ir; yet we know 
fron Scripture that He d id not wear His hnir l ong 9 f or it wns r eg2rdod 
ns a disgrnce f or men to do so. 

Se condly 9 ther e is ano ther profound renson f or the 
f orbidding of images: the t onptntion to wo rship thc-i imnge with Divine 
h onour is well night irrosistible when it is set up in front of us 
f or our nttontion 1 so that wo [}.re b e trayed into the avrful position 
of worshipping the crea turo instead cf the Cree.tor. Thoro is no- -d.oubt 
tho..t this is done in the Ronmn Co.tholic denominntion 9 for oxampl e on -
Good Frida y when the priest tnkos off his shoes 9 kneel s d•) \Vll before an 
ir,.1age of Christ's cross and he and a ll the people 2..dore it , St. Thonns 
Aquinas 9 the l eading Roman Cntholic the ol oginn 9 says quite explicitly 
(S1llil!la Theo l ogica Pt.3 9 question 25) that images of Christ a n d the 
cross should be worshipped vvi th the divine honour r Gserv Gd f ci r God 
Hims elf. Again in the Roman Breviary f or the 14th September 9 prc..y er 
is offered t o the cross 9 tha t is 5 t o an imago or represent~tion Gf th o 
cross of Calv '.l..ry 9 with tho words "0 cross 9 sweet wood 9 swoe t nails, 
snve this pr Gsont multitude nssenbled t oge ther in thy prnisen. If 
t his is n o t giving of divine n orship t o a creatur o 9 there is n u such 
thing as idolatry in the vrci rld. 

Thirdly 9 even if we sto p shc:; rt (1 f such di vino w:_: rship 
of an imoge 9 the use of inmgGs in r eligi ous worship prGvent our 
spirits from worshipping God truly and ac ceptably . For 9 as WG ho.ve 
seen 9 God is a b ove nll a l oving God 9 and the true r e s ponse and v10rship 
thnt we offer such a God is f o..i th ffild trus t ; but sc.cred pictures ffild 
so..crGd stn.tues a re dumb nnd do not speck t o .us, They do not evok e 
fnith, On the contrary they rive t the n ind on the externnl object 
a nd prevent tho h eart fron rising 9 through the Ylord of Go d 9 t o God 
Hi mself in faith 9 trust 9 l ove c.nd adoratiun. This is doubtless cne 
renson why Scripture is so D.do...mant in forbidding the use of 
likenesses 9 whether pictures or stRtues, in our worship, The 
senti ments evoked by such r eprosent0,tions o.nd j..r:mges fnll short of 
fnith nnd so fnll short of truly Christion worship 9 t ho ' the senti111ents 
evoked by such pictures o..nd i rno..ges nre oft en r.iisti'..kon by the worshipper 
for o.. true Christion r esponse . It is God's Worc1 v1hich elicits the 
true response of fni th 9 o..n c1 thus we worship God thr') ugh His Wo rd . If 
WG wish t o decorate our church buildings 9 it should be with t exts 
from -the Scrj_pture . In t h is connection we need t o dis tinguish between 
visual t eaching aids us ed in. rGligious education 9 which nre aimGd t o 
stimulate and nssii:;t the imagi nation . Their es sential feature is thc.t 
they a r e trnnsi tory and n.ot permnn 8nt - we n eed t o. dis tinguish b e tween 
them and permnnent s a cred r eprcsent ntions used o..s nids of worship 
whether they o..re statues .9 - crosses 9 or pictures . Such pe rmnn ent obj cc ts 9 
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e s pecinlly if thoy a r e prominent nnd used as Q f ocus of wo r ship, do 
not s timulnt o the imaginnt ion s o nuch ns ster eo type i t 9 prev enting 
it from ri s ing t o true knowl edg e of God . Their u se i s f irmly f or bidden 
in t he Bible. We cannot worship God i n n way He will nc cept if we arc 
no t willing t o obey Hi m i n thi s. So l e t us banish such religious 
i mngo s fr om our c hurches 2nd homes, but abov e nll l e t us c.mgr av e 
God ' s living Word in our hoci..rt ·s o t hat we I!J.ay worshi p Hir.i daily thr ough 
f nith and trust . 
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