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Louis e ,  Eddie  a nd Colin  Wa lke r

ALFRED: A Recent Story
Alfre d ,  a  p a r t  -Ab o rig in a l b o y,  wa s  b o rn  in

th e  c ity.  By th e  t im e  h e  wa s  fo u r ye a rs  o f a g e
h e  wa s  c o m p le te ly in d e p e n d e n t  a n d  kn e w h is

from the Sky Pilot's Log
wa y a bout the  a re a  in  which  he  live d  a s  we ll a s
m a n y a n  o ld e r b o y.  His  m o th e r wa s  o fte n  in  ill
he a lth  a nd  Alfre d  roa m e d  the  s tre e ts ,  a te  whe n
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he could and slept when he was tired in whatever
place  he  happened to be , for he  was  se ldom a t
home. The police  were  concerned about him and
on seve ra l occasions  he  was picked up, a lmost
unde r the  whe e ls  of a  bus ,  a nd ta ke n to  the
Police Station. However he was as slippery as an
eel and always managed to escape and elude any
a tte mpts  a t ke e ping him in sa fe ty. To him the
noise  of tra ffic, the  tra mping of countle ss  fe e t,
the  sme ll of e xha us t fume s  mixe d with tha t of
hot ta r wa s  pa rt of his  life  a nd be ing. He  kne w
how to s lip through the  breaks  in the  tra ffic and
s cuttle  a cros s  a  s tre e t a  fe w inche s  from the
bumpe r ba rs  of a n oncoming ca r or truck; he
knew how to stand up for himself amongst many
a  bigger boy who roamed tha t a rea ; he  was free
of restra int, free  of control and free  of fea r; tha t
is  a pa rt from two phobia s : a  gre a t fe a r of the
de vil a nd a  fe a r of be ing s hut up in a  c los e d

to others too, for he  hated to see  anyone or any-
thing shut up.

Alfre d wa s  brought to Ma re lla  in April 1964.
To the  little  four ye a r old boy it wa s  like  a  ne w
world. In pla ce  of ta rre d s tre e ts  a nd concre te
pavements were open paddocks and green grass;
the  lowing of cows , the  ble a t of she e p a nd the
song of birds  took the  pla ce  of the  city noise s ;
fresh, clean air replaced the smell of petrol fumes
and city smoke. Everything was new and strange,
but Alfre d hims e lf wa s  uncha nge d. If a nyone
lifte d a  ha nd for a ny purpos e  wha te ve r in his
presence  he  would duck, a s  if instinctive ly fea r-
ing a  blow, and his  remedy for any suspicion of
discipline  or control wa s  to run for his  life . But
the re  wa s  a  diffe re nce : in the  crowde d city he
could lose himself amongst the pedestrians within
a  s ingle  block but in the  open country he  could
not ge t away.

On one  occa s ion, whe n he  a tte mpte d to run
a wa y, he  ha d to be  followe d by ca r a nd wa s
soon overtaken in the  open spaces which was so
diffe rent from the  crowded tenements  to which
he  was used. But he  soon se ttled down and won
the  a ffection of the  othe r children and the  s ta ff.
In spite  of his  mischie vous  wa ys  a nd cons ta nt
pranks and escapades he  had a  winsome nature
and an unselfish way with him. For instance, one
of his  grea te s t trea sure s  was  a  tiny toy ca r tha t
had been given him; ye t when he  lea rned tha t a
sma ll boy who had been badly burned and dis -
figure d  in  a  fire  wa s  to  com e  to  Ma re lla  he
immedia te ly offe red to give  his  ca r to the  new-
comer.

Alfred was no sa int; if anything was wrong or
some  mischie f ha d be e n done  the  s ta ff would
cry: "Al-fre d, Alfre d, whe re  a re  you, Al-fre d,"
a nd nine  time s  out of te n Alfre d would be  the
culprit. An indigna nt mothe r compla ine d tha t
Alfre d ha d put che wing gum  a ll through he r
child's  ha ir in the  bus  a nd s he  ha d to "cut off

mos t of the  ha ir to ge t it fre e ". Alfre d's  re a dy
fis ts  a nd squirming body ma na ge d to find the
best place  in the  crowded school bus; but some-
times he  would champion the  cause  of some ill-
tre a te d child  a s  La ws on 's  Bill d id  with  Arvie
Aspina ll.

Who trie d to put the  kitte n down the  toile t?
Alfre d. Who locke d the  fox -te rrie r pup in the
a irtight dustbin from where  he  was re scued just
in time? Alfred. Who le t a ll the  ne ighbour's  fowls
out of the ir pe ns?  Alfre d. Who le t a ll the  prize
pigeons out of their separate breeding cages caus-
ing cold eggs  and dead squeake rs?  Alfred, who
could not bea r to see  anything shut up for long.

A neighbour's  wife  went out one  morning after
he r husband had gone  on a  message  and found
the  s kinne r irriga tion in  full ope ra tion during
hours  forbidden while  wa te r re s trictions  we re  in
force . S he  sa id to he rse lf: "Wa it till I s e e  J im!
Leaving that skinner on! We'll be  fined," and she
turne d it off.  Ha lf a n hour la te r s he  we nt out
a nd the  skinne r wa s  in full swing a s  if in cha l-
lenge to the unreasonable restrictions. She paused
for a  mome nt in doubt. "Am I going ma d? " she
asked, "I could have  sworn I turned the  skinne r
off," a nd she  ma de  sure  of it. A little  la te r he r
husband re turned and demanded: "Are  you look-
ing for trouble , turning on the  s kinne r during
re s tricte d hours? " Wha t s a ve d he r s a nity wa s
finding a  few small footprints  in the  garden near
the tap and she muttered, as others had done be-
fore  he r, "Al-fred! It must be  Al-fred!"

If his  firs t phobia  wa s  ha ting to se e  a nything
shut up his  s e cond wa s  fe a r of the  de vil. Wa s
this fear of an evil spirit something handed down
from a nimis tic  a nce s tors  or wa s  it s ome thing
gleaned from mention of the white man's religion?
No one  knows , but the  fe a r wa s  ve ry re a l. He
asked about prayer, one  day, and how it worked.
One  of the  s ta ff s a id: "You kne e l down, s hut
your e ye s  a nd ta lk to  God jus t a s  you would
ta lk to  m e ." "Are  you kiddin '? " a s ke d Alfre d.
"No, inde e d, jus t ta lk to God a s  you would to
me ." Alfred sank to his  knees  and with screwed
up eyes  uplifted to heaven sa id: "Oh, God; 'ow
ye r goin' up the re ? " Ca n we  doubt the  pra ye r
was hea rd by the  love r of little  children?

Alfre d wa s  ofte n a fra id to go into a n e mpty
room, saying: "No, not me . The  debil's  in the re .
I don't wa nt to be  whe re  the  de bil is ." Give n a
toy sword a t Chris tmas time  Alfred's  firs t words
we re : "Now I'll be  a ble  to fight the  de bil!" a nd
he lunged under chairs and table  excla iming: "I'll
ge t you Mr.  De bil.  Ta ke  tha t! a nd  tha t! You
can't ge t away from me . Sorry, God, you nearly
coppe d tha t one ; I only wa nt to hurt the  de bil."
And there  was no intention of irreverence  in the
little  boy's  words .

One  da y, in a  se rious  ve in, little  Alfre d sa id
to the  matron "Mum, where  does the  debil live?
Does  he  be long in heaven with God?" "Oh no",
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wa s  the  re ply,  "the  de vil doe s  not be long to
he a ve n, he  is  down he re  on e a rth." Alfre d wa s
thoughtful for a  m om e nt,  the n he  s a id  in  a ll
s e rious ne s s : "Mum, I don't wa nt to live  down
he re  with the  de bil; I'm  going up to  live  with
God where  there  is  no debil." It was not till la te r
tha t we rea iised the  significance  of these  words.

But with Alfred school was the  big problem. A
year went by and he  was enrolled a t school; and
Alfre d did not like  s chool. The  te a che rs  we re
fond of him a nd we re  wonde rfully pa tie nt, but
Alfre d wa s  be yond the m. Whe n ta king him to
the  school for the  firs t time  an oversympathe tic
s ta ff me mbe r me ntione d tha t he  should ne ve r
be  punished as  he  had had such an unfortuna te
ba ckground. The  te a che rs  found the y ha d no
control over him. They tried love  and sympathy,
but Alfred ha ted be ing shut in a  cla ss  room. He
wa s  se ldom the re . Whe n school wa s  in Alfre d
would be  found riding round the  playground on
some  othe r boy's  bicycle , or he  would be  down
the street cadging from some of the shop -keepers
who le t sympa thy override  wisdom and encour-
aged him by various kindly gifts.

And Alfre d wa s  a  fighte r. Othe r bigge r boys
used delibera te ly to get him to fight a  boy bigger
tha n himse lf so tha t the y could e njoy the  fun;
a nd gra dua lly Alfre d be ca me  a  te rror to othe r
children. Fina lly the  school rang up and begged
us not to send Alfred to school. The teacher said:
"I am afra id of Alfred killing someone . When he
ge ts  into a  fight he  goe s  ma d. He  ought to be
in a  home for uncontrollable  children." We tried
keeping Alfred home for a  few days and reason-
ing with him but without ava il. He  was of school
a ge  a nd he  ha d to a tte nd s chool. F ina lly the
Aborigine s  We lfa re  Boa rd took him a wa y from
Ma re lla  a nd he  wa s  se nt to the  ca re  of a  re la -
tive  in the  city for a  tria l pe riod.

A fe w we e ks  la te r one  of our s ta ff me mbe rs
brought Alfre d ba ck to Ma re lla  for the  da y. In
the  ca r he  boa s te d: "I ca n fight a ny boy in my

He  wa s  ge ntly told: "A Chris tia n doe s n't do
things  like  tha t. Tha t ma ke s  God unha ppy but
it pleases the devil."

Alfre d wa s  ve ry s ile nt for a  time  a nd he  did
not me ntion fighting a ll the  time  he  wa s  a t the
farm. When the time came for him to leave again
he  pleaded to be  a llowed to rema in a t Mare lla ;
but he  wa s  no longe r in our ca re  a nd we  could
not do anything about it.

But we  were  deeply concerned about Alfred's
future . One  s a id: "The re  is  no future  for tha t
boy. He  is  a lre a dy in cons ta nt trouble  with the
police  and only his  youth has  saved him. When
he  grows  up he  will s pe nd his  life  in a nd out
of ja il."

"What a  tragedy," sa id another. "He  so ha tes
a nything to be  s hut up. It will bre a k his  he a rt
to be  shut up. Isn't the re  anything we  can do?"

"We  ca n pra y for him. Tha t's  a ll we  ca n do

now. God understands and maybe  a  miracle  will
save him."

Maybe  God did understand and He  answered
our prayer in a  way we could never have dream-
ed. The  end of the  story came with a  radio news
broa dca s t tha t s truck a  chill into our he a rts . It
appears a seven -year -old part Aboriginal boy was
paying with matches, when he  should have been
a t school, unde rne a th a  woode n a nne xe  to the
Teachers ' College  in Carillon Avenue, Newtown.
He  s ta rted a  fire  and apparently tried to e scape
but the  way was barred by locked doors. He tried
to pull the  cove r from a n a ir ve nt but he  wa s
overcome by smoke and fumes and his body was
found by firemen when they put out the  blaze .

Little  Alfre d ne ve r live d to spe nd his  life  "in
a nd out of ja il". He  ne ve r kne w wha t it wa s  to
be  "shut up". He  did not live  to drift into se rious
crime  but he  wa s  ta ke n whe n he  wa s  s till too
young to be  fully re s pons ible  for his  life  a nd
actions. Maybe  God in His  mercy answered our
pra ye rs  a nd took Alfre d to be  with Him whe re
there  is no sin and suffering and no one is "shut-
in".

And the  fina l e ntry in toda y's  Log is  ta ke n
from the  te nth cha pte r of S t. Ma rk: "S uffe r the
little  children to come unto me , and forbid them
not: for of such is  the  kingdom of God."

THE  LATE  MR .  J E F F .  MAR C ANTE LLI:
In the  January 1967 issue  of the  Sky P ilot News
the re  a ppe a re d a  picture  of little  Robe rt with a
clown holding a  numbe r of ba lloons  ta ke n a t a
recent Sa le  of Work a t Mare lla . The  man taking
the  pa rt of the  clown wa s  Mr. J e ff Ma rce nte lli,
a  me mbe r of the  P a ulia n S ocie ty. Mr. Ma rce n-
te lli la ter was a  student a t S t. Columbus College,
S pringwood. He  a ppe a re d s trong a nd we ll, but
a fte r a  ga me  of footba ll he  compla ine d of pa in
in his  che s t, following which he  colla pse d a nd
passed away, suddenly and unexpectedly. It was
with grea t distress tha t we heard of this  happen-
ing; the more so as Jeff was only 26 years of age.
To his parents and brothers and sisters we extend
our deepest sympa thy, trus ting tha t in this  time
of sorrow the y will be  a wa re  tha t "unde rne a th
are  the  Everlasting Arms."

CHILDREN'S  S CHOOLING: Mo s t  o f o u r
childre n a re  not ove r bright a t school work a nd
some  of them do not try a s  ha rd a s  they might;
but we  re a lise  tha t the y ha ve  ma ny difficultie s
to overcome. Often, le ft fa r behind by more  gift-
ed schola rs , our children lose  heart and give  up
the  s truggle . The re  a re  one  or two outs ta nding
e xa mple s  of our childre n who re a lly work ha rd
and are  consistent with their homework.

Mrs . Round a nd Mis s  P ittma n, with lim ite d
time ava ilable , do the ir best to he lp the  children
with the ir homework, but recently we  have  had
e xtra  he lp from frie nds  which ha s  be e n much
apprecia ted. Mrs . Hill take s  two of the  children
a t a  cla s s  a t Ca s tle  Hill one  a fte rnoon a  we e k
a fte r school a nd she  ha s  be e n coa ching the m
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with the ir reading. There  has  been a  noticeable
improvement. Mr. Robertson, who has  come  to
the  Mission on a  number of occasions, has been
he lping the  children with the ir reading and writ-
ing to their great advantage. However it has been
difficult to find a  suitable  time as after school it is
a  rush to ge t a ll the  childre n ba the d a nd re a dy
for te a ; but in the  ne w ye a r it ma y be  poss ible
to work out a  suita ble  time  ta ble  by which the
childre n could profit by e xtra  ins truction. We
are most grateful to these friends for their interest
and help.

E DDIE  WALKE R: One  of our olde r boys ,
Eddie  Walke r, who is  now working on the  fa rm,
went to Victoria  for a  C.M.F. camp for the  la tte r
ha lf of this  month. It was a  nove l experience  for
him and he  thoroughly enjoyed it. It was  a lso a
good experience  for him meeting so many other
young me n; the  a rmy dis cipline , too, a nd the
care  he had to take of his uniform and boots was
of benefit to him.

HILDA MURRAY: One of our old girls, Hilda
Murray, came  to spend a  weekend with us  dur-
ing the  month. It wa s  ve ry nice  to se e  tha t she
has mainta ined he r bright Chris tian witness  and
even severa l months in Darwin has not had any
ha rmful e ffe ct on he r.We  ca lle d to s e e  he r in
Ade la ide  two yea rs  ago, while  on holidays , and
were  impressed by the  quie t dignity with which
she  carries on with humble  domestic work which
is her vocation.

OP EN P RAYER MEETING: Our first month-
ly prayer meeting open to friends and supporters
was he ld on September 19th. Some of our older
girls  a ttended and prayed ve ry nice ly. Although
this meeting was not a large one, about 18 attend-
ing, it wa s  a  time  of gre a t ble s s ing. Ma ny re -
quests  for prayer had been sent in from a ll over
N.S .W. and even from other sta tes. After a  brie f
Bible  s tudy and an item from the  Dark Children
we  ha d a  pe riod of ge ne ra l pra ye r following
which we took the  prayer requests one  a t a  time
a nd ca lle d for a ny one  of our numbe r to bring
it be fore  the  Lord. The  children ove rcame  the ir
na tura l shyness  and joined in from time  to time
with the  other friends.

The  ch ild re n  e n joye d  the  fe llows h ip  with
frie nds  ove r a  cup of te a  a fte rwa rds , but the
main enjoyment of the evening was a sense of the
presence of God with us. The children as well as
the  a dults  a re  e a ge rly looking forwa rd to the
next prayer meeting.

THE DARK CHILDREN: At present we have
s ix or se ve n pre -school childre n, mos tly sma ll
boys. But we have about e ighteen who are  class-
ed amongst the  "tiny tots" even though they a re
actua lly olde r than they appea r. S ome  of these
children have  re la tives or friends who occasion-

a lly take  them for outings, but the re  a re  severa l
who would s e ldom ha ve  a n outing we re  it not
for the  kindne s s  of some  of our frie nds . On a
number of Sa turdays a  friend has taken three  or
four of the s e  childre n out for the  da y to  the
delight and enjoyment of the children selected. In
this way it is  possible  for a ll the  children to have
turns  in going out for the  da y a nd we  a re  mos t
gra te ful for the  kindly he lp in this  ma tte r.

Our childre n a tte nd S unda y S chool a t Ke lly-
ville  e ve ry S unda y morning a nd we  do not like
anything to upset this regular a ttendance, and so
for this  re a s on the y a re  not a ble  to  go othe r
Churches on Sunday mornings; however, occas-
ionally some of the  older ones are  able  to a ttend
services on Sunday afternoon at other Churches.
Recently six of the  older girls  a tended Eastwood
P re s byte ria n  Church for Te a  a nd a  Ra lly of
Young People  and this  was thoroughly enjoyed.
Severa l of our children have  been to camps or-
ganised by this Church and it has been a spiritual
blessing as well as an enjoyable  time.

From now till Chris tmas the  children a re  ve ry
well ca te red for with parties  and other functions
a lmost every Sa turday. It is  a  pity tha t so many
pa rtie s  come  a t this  time  of the  ye a r. It is  not
good for the  children to expect one  eve ry week
and they a lso fa il to apprecia te  them as much as
the y s hould. The  time  tha t pa rtie s  or outings
are  most apprecia ted is  in the  Autumn when, as
a  rule , the re  is  no form of e nte rta inme nt a va il-
a ble  for the  childre n. Ma y we  sugge s t tha t a ny
friends anxious to give the children a  treat should
consider the slack months of the  year ra ther than
just at Christmas time.

CHRIS TMAS  GIFTS : We a re  constantly be -
ing a s ke d for a  lis t of g ifts ,  a pa rt from  toys ,
tha t would be  apprecia ted for the  children or for
the  home . We  a re  a lwa ys  ve ry gla d of things
such as hair oil, shampoo, deodorants, ta lc pow-
der, bobby pins, combs, tooth brushes and tooth
pa s te , shoe  polish bla ck, ta n a nd white , de ttol,
band -aids, cotton buds, underwear, handkerchiefs,
groce rie s  a nd tinne d foods  a nd fre sh fruit. For
school they need science exercise  books, botany
books , thick e xe rcis e  books , note  books  a nd
brown paper covers for the  exercise  books.

CONCLUSION: Throughout this year we have
been very conscious of God's blessing. With the
commencement of the  open prayer mee ting we
fe e l tha t the  spiritua l tie s  will be  s tre ngthe ne d.
From the  ve ry comme nce me nt of this  work it
was  re solved to make  praye r the  founda tion of
a ll our e fforts . As  God puts  it into our he a rts
to pra y He  de lights  to give  us  those  things  we
pray for and we  only a sk tha t eve rything we  do
or think ma y be  to the  honour a nd glory of His
name.
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