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\^ o len ce shatters facade o f  peace
Cathedral staffer pelted w ith stones and 
verbally abused by anti-war protesters
B Y  J e r e m y  H a l c r o w

Rick Filmer, verger of St 
Andrew’s Cathedral was 
pelted with stones and ver­
bally abused as he stood 
inside the Cathedral en­
trance during a violent anti­
war demonstration in Syd­
ney Square on March 26.

Mr Filmer, whose role in­
volves managing the Cathe­
dral property, said he was 
attacked by young men car­
rying Lebanese flags and 
whose comments indicate 
they mistook the Cathedral 
for a Jewish synagogue.

Asked if he was hit by 
the stones, Mr Filmer said.

opinion
Divided nation needs 
Christians to preach 
reconciliation p5

“Yes, but it was more an­
noying than painful.”

Eight leadlight windows 
were also smashed during 
the ‘Books not Bombs’ stu­
dent protest. Total damage 
could reach $6,000.

Before the rally, protest­
ers entered the Cathedral, 
climbed the pulpit and 
sprayed graffiti on the 150- 
year-old woodwork. Fortu­
nately the pulpit was al-

ready slated for restoration 
and so the additional cost 
of the damage was minimal.

Café chairs thrown at 
police during the rally were 
also owned by the Church.

Archbishop Peter 
Jensen has called on Chris­
tians to love their Muslim 
neighbours. “We should 
recognise that this is not a 
war against Islam either at 
home or abroad. In particu­
lar, the Muslim people who 
live amongst us have all the 
rights of full citizens of our 
country, and deserve our re­
spect, concern and practi­
cal demonstrations of love 
at this time.”

Treatment required after Christian asylum  
seeker bashed and threatened with death

BY G e o f f  R o b s o n

Christians and other non- 
Islamic asylum seekers con­
tinue to be the targets of 
religious violence in deten­
tion centres around Aus­
tralia, despite the efforts of 
Christian leaders to seek 
government help in protect­
ing detainees.

In one recent incident a 
Christian convert from Islam 
received death threats and 
was later bashed with bil­

liard balls and cues. His in­
juries required treatment at 
a nearby medical centre.

Edmund Bagheri, pastor 
of the Sydney-based Per­
sian Evangelical Church 
(PEC), has been corre­
sponding regularly with 
Christians inside a number 
of detention centres. His 
contacts report that non- 
Muslims -  particularly 
Christian converts from Is­
lam -  are the targets of on­
going violence and psycho-

logical persecution, and that 
other religions are not al­
lowed to meet freely.

Mr Bagheri is hoping the 
Federal government will in­
tervene to ensure safety and 
freedom of religion for all 
people. “You would expect 
that we would have the right 
to worship here in this coun­
try,” he said.

Mr Bagheri said he has 
received many letters of

continued page 19
One of the eight separate leadlight window panels smashed on the north side of St 
Andrew’s Cathedral during the ‘Books not Bombs’ student protest

NSW election result "a disaster for Christians’: Moyes

Dr Gordon Moyes
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In the wake of the recent 
State election the Rev Dr 
Gordon Moyes from the 
Christian Democratic Party 
(CDP) has described sup­
port from church leaders as 
‘too little, too late’.

Dr Moyes has been re­
turned to the upper house 
in his own right and will join 
Fred Nile. But the Rev Ross 
Clifford, Principal of Mor- 
ling Theological College, 
who also stood for the CDP, 
was not elected.

“The new parliament will 
be a battlefield with the 
Labor Government support­
ing radical Greens propos­
als,” he said.

Dr Moyes says these

proposals include euthana­
sia and the application of 
anti-discrimination laws to 
the hiring of staff in church 
offices, church-run aged 
care and Christian schools.

“The next few years will 
be a disaster for the Chris­
tian viewpoint as the Gov­
ernment, Greens and an in­
dependent will now hold 
the majority for the first 
time,” Dr Moyes said.

“More Anglicans vot­
ing for the CDP would have 
resulted in Ross Clifford be­
ing elected and CDP hold­
ing a Christian balance of 
power.”

Dr Moyes, while hold­
ing a seat in the upper

house, has continued to mn 
Wesley Mission, one o f 
Australia’s largest welfare 
agencies. Recent media re­
ports have questioned the 
appropriateness o f Dr 
Moyes’ leadership of the 
agency because of a per­
ceived conflict of interest in 
holding both roles.

While Dr Moyes has 
welcomed congratulations 
from church leaders he says 
what was needed was their 
support in the lead up to the 
election. “We needed 
church leaders to tell Chris­
tians what a vital vote this 
was and how we needed 
Ross Clifford elected,” he 
said. “Many clergy did not

want to become involved at 
the time when it counted 
and did not open their 
church groups to us to 
speak.”

The Bishop of South 
Sydney, Robert Forsyth 
said he was surprised by Dr 
Moyes’ comments.

“We in the leadership of 
the Anglican Church en­
courage members to vote 
according to their con­
science. Sydney Diocese 
has never had a policy of 
directing votes to a particu­
lar party and I hope that 
does not change.”

Bishop Forsyth said he 
believed the wisest way the 
Anglican Church leadership

could engage with the po­
litical process was to keep 
lines o f communication 
open with all parties.

“I hope the CDP would 
commend themselves to 
Anglicans even more in fu­
ture. I look forward to fur­
ther discussions with their 
leadership during the next 
parliamentary term,” Bishop 
Forsyth said.

Stephen O’Doherty, 
CEO of Christian Schools 
Association, says that the 
ALP has given no indica­
tion that they will support 
the Greens if they move to 
change anti-discrimination
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Tracey quits finance job 
to care for AIDS orphans
Glebe, the Anglican 
Church’s financial manage­
ment arm, has lost its public 
face. Tracey Croll, who for 
over two years has been 
Glebe’s Client Service Of­
ficer, has left to be a SIM 
missionary, caring for AIDS 
orphans in Africa.

Originally from country 
NSW, Tracey moved to Syd­
ney to attend Sydney Mis­
sionary and Bible College 
(SMBC) after completing a 
Rural Business Manage­
ment course.

“It was during my time 
at SMBC that I felt called to 
work with the orphans af­
fected by the AIDS pan­
demic sweeping the African 
continent,” she said, al­
though she adds that she 
has dreamt of being a mis­
sionary since childhood.

Tracey will be located in 
Lusaka, the capital of Zam­
bia. Her main tasks will be 
children’s ministry and 
AIDS education. This work 
will be mainly through a SIM

Tracey Croll at her farewell from Glebe Asset Management last month.

AIDS Educational Program 
called Windows of Hope.

“The rapid spread of the 
HIV/AIDS virus in central 
and southern Afiica has left 
many families without one 
or both parents,” Tracey 
said. “As a consequence

there are many child headed homesick. “I will miss not 
families and many, many or- being able to call my Mum 
phans. These parentless up and speak to her as regu- 
families are left to provide I do,” she said,
for their own needs.” But at the same time she

Tracey feels nervous excited to see what God 
about entering a new cul- wants me to do for Him . 
ture and fears she make get Enq: sim.australia@sim.org.au

Family breakdown sees m ore look for God
A renewed thirst for God 
has contributed to the big­
gest ever demand for Chris­
tian counsellors, according 
to Anglicare lllawarra.

Demand on its counsel­
ling service increased by 30 
per cent last year. Anglicare 
believes the increase repre­
sents a ‘return to Christian 
values’, as pressures on 
family life take their toll.

Program Manager 
Margaret Fuller says some 
people prefer a counsellor 
who is Christian because 
they want to exploring their 
own spiritual journey, but 
need to do it outside a tra­
ditional church sfructure.

“The majority of people 
we see are non-Christian. 
Yet people know Anglicare 
is a Christian agency and 
increasingly choose us be­
cause they desire Christian

counselling in a safe, confi­
dential environment.”

Anglicare is responding 
to the demand by 
partnering with five local 
parishes who have an 
Anglicare Counsellor work­
ing onsite.

Among these is a rela­
tionship counsellor that vis­
its Dapto Anglican Church 
once a week. But rector 
Stephen Semenchuk would 
like it increased.

“The divorce rate has led 
to more de facto relation­
ships where people go in 
with a lower commitment 
level but the damage done 
if a break-up occurs is very 
much the same,” he told the 
lllawarra Mercury.

“The social ramifica­
tions when a family breaks 
up is huge. People forget it 
doesn’t just affect the two

the issues
Spouse relationship 24%
Depression/anxiety 16%
Family relationship 13%
Loss/grief 8%
Mental health 7%
Domestic violence 8%
Abuse 8%
Alcohol/other drugs 5%
Anger 3%
Advocacy 3%
Disability 2%
Self-esteem/identity 2%
Chronic illness 1%

adults but 15 years down the 
track the break-up comes 
back to haunt the children 
of the family.”

Mr Semenchuk said a 
growing number of young 
people struggled with rela­
tionships as a consequence 
of being raised in a destruc­

tive family environment.
The report found the 

occurrence of domestic vio­
lence, drugs and alcohol, 
and mental health issues, as 
well as separation and step­
parenting had all increased.

“As pressures on fam­
ily life increase, so too are 
our counselling hours,” Ms 
Fuller said.

“It is the prayerful and 
financial support from par­
ishes that is allowing us to 
reach out and help. Jesus 
accepted people just as 
they were, and our aim is to 
model God’s love and care 
as he did, as he worked 
among people from all lev­
els of society.”

Angiicare offers a range of 
counselling services, includ­
ing adolescent, child, general­
ist and relationship counsel­
ling. Call (02) 9895 8000.

SY D N E Y briefs

Theology prize honours Janet West
The Australian College of Theology has created a new 
award in honour of Dr Janet West, the first female gradu­
ate of the College to be awarded a Doctor of Theology. 
The prize, valued at $400, will go to the student who 
heads the list for the Master of Divinity.

Testimonies part of new gospel tract
Evangelism Ministries has produced a new evangelis­
tic tract entitled Believe it or Not!. The pocket-sized 
tract features brief testimonies from five EM staff mem­
bers together with a brief gospel outline and Bible 
verses. For copies phone (02) 9265 1582.

Talk on Arab-lsreali conflict
Michael Zinn, a Jewish Christian living in Jerusalem, 
will speak at the Inner West Baptist Church on May 18 
at 10.30am. Mr Zinn, whose father survived the Holo­
caust, is director of ‘Celebrate Messiah’, Israel. He will 
speak on ministry in Israel today in the context of the 
current Middle East conflict. Call Peter on 9742 5719.

Bible returns to Cathedral
A rare copy of the Great Bible, 
published around 1540, is to 
come out of storage and onto 
prominent display in St 
Andrew’s Cathedral.

Local volunteers sought for 
Protestant-Catholic history
Ben Edwards, a PhD student at UNSW is researching 
Protestant-Catholic issues since World War II. For this, 
he requires volunteers to be interviewed about their 
experiences. Contact Ben on 0407 939149.

Choir stars in
EasterTV
celebration
Around 40 boys from the 
Cranbrook Anglican 
School’s Junior Choir were 
among the stars of a nation­
ally televised program this 
Easter. ‘Celebration of 
Word and Song’ was filmed 
in two performances before 
a packed Town Hall on April 
5, and was broadcast by 
both Channel Seven and 
radio station 2CBA-FM on 
Good Friday.

The program presented 
the Easter story in song and 
through the spoken word. 
Producer o f the event, 
former Channel 7 news­
reader Roger Climpson, 
says it was aimed at remind­
ing Sydneysiders of the 
meaning of the Bible.

CMS holds 
fiistyouth 
‘recruit’ camp
CMS NSW has held its first 
youth camp for 16- to 18- 
year-olds, in order to engage 
young Christians with 
God’s worldwide vision.

Nearly 50 young people 
from across the state at­
tended the camp at the CMS 
Centre in Katoomba, where 
former CMS missionary in 
Indonesia, Peter Rodgers, 
led Bible studies looking at 
God’s plans. Camp director 
Leah Fitz-hardinge said the 
camps encouraged young 
people to seriously con­
sider their place in God’s 
plans for the world. “It’s 
time for these kids to know 
we are called to make radi­
cal -  not mediocre -  deci­
sions as Christians.”
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King’s staff experience dose shave for students
K ing ’s School Headmaster, D r Timothy 
Hawkes (centre), declared that if  students 
raised $10,000 in two weeks he would allow 
his head to be shaved with the ‘No. 1 clipper’.
His offer was in response to the Leukaemia 
Foundation’s ‘World’s Greatest Shave’ and 
the fact two students at school are currently 
undergoing cancer treatment. The school 
raised over $15,000, while the headmaster 
and 34 other staff came under the razor. The 
clim ax was w atching the H eadm aster  
shaved publicly by Nick Cox, a Year 12 
student who Is com pletely ba ld  due to 
Leukaemia treatment. “To see the smile on 
N ic k ’s face as he s liced  through the 
Headmaster’s hair, ’’ said chaplain Stephen Edwards, “made the losing o f a bit of hair all worthwhile. ’

Dr Moyes upset
continued from page 1

to prevent faith-based organisa­
tions, including schools, from em­
ploying people of that faith.

“Both major parties have pre­
viously flagged their support for 
the right of Christian schools to 
employ Christian staff and we ex­
pect that to continue,” he said.

Although not elected, Ross 
Clifford is pleased with CDP’s re­

sults. “We have returned a mem­
ber to the upper house, increased 
our vote all round, doubled the 
vote of the Democrats and posi­
tioned ourselves as the fourth 
major party in NSW -  that’s quite 
an achievement,” he said.
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Pioneering work in nursing hom e 
shows Mission is not just for young
CHURCH p la n t

óFTHEmonthT

BY L i z  H o g a r t h

Pioneering efforts to reach out to 
residents of a nursing home com­
plex in southwest Sydney were 
commended recently by the Arch- 
bishop o f Sydney, Dr Peter 
Jensen.

“This is a good example of the 
diocesan mission at work in a lo­
cation and setting outside the ac­
tual church building,” said Dr 
Jensen of the work of the four- 
strong team from St Alban’s, Mac­
quarie Fields at the Frank 
Whiddon Masonic Homes in 
Glenfield.

Over the past two years, three 
additional church services have 
been started for residents who 
suffer from varying degrees of de­
mentia, making a total of ten serv­
ices per month. The combined

John and Marelle Munns are heading up the ministry team that is 
reaching residents of Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes

ministry now reaches 250 out of 
the 460 residents of the Masonic 
Homes.

The team heading up the min­
istry comprises the Rev Rod 
Casten, 54, a retired Congrega­
tional minister and Anglican lay 
reader, John Munns, 64, and his 
wife Marelle, 62, a retired couple.

and Beryl Long, a resident of the 
Homes. Together the group has 
also started four men’s groups, 
averaging ten regular attendees.

“These aren’t Christian 
groups,” said Mr Munns of the 
men’s meetings. “Men find it hard 
to open up to people and so we 
just encourage them to meet and

please pray

■  That many people will 
respond to the gospel mes­
sage as it is preached

■  That people will continue 
to come to outreach services 
such as the musical events

■  That the team will build 
relationships and be able to 
lovingly serve the residents

talk. We talk about anything. But, 
of course, if church does come up 
we do talk about that.”

Mr and Mrs Munns also or­
ganise regular musical outreach 
events which attract around ten 
to 30 people. They say they were 
heartened by the recent high turn­
out for special Easter and Anzac 
Day services.

The amount of time Mr and 
Mrs Munns devote to the Homes 
has grown significantly over the

past few years. The couple are the 
official voluntary Pastoral Care 
ministry team, a role they em­
barked on after taking the 
Anglicare ‘Foundation for Chris­
tian Living’ course. Both are now 
able to spend 15 hours per week 
attending to the personal and 
spiritual needs of the residents 
and staff “It is very exciting, par­
ticularly working with those with 
dementia,” said Mr Munns. “We 
are so grateful to God for this re­
warding and needy ministry, and 
the support of the staff”

The Rev Hugh Isaacs, rector 
of St Alban’s, paid tribute to the 
team’s commitment, and said their 
ministry is having a significant 
impact on the nursing home com­
munity. “John was recently asked 
to take a memorial service for all 
those who had died over a recent 
period,” Mr Isaacs said. “It is no­
table that it was not clergy who 
were asked to take this service, 
but a layman who has credibility.”

W om en ’s o rd in a tio n  lobby  
tu rn s to  B ible stu d y  strategy
The Sydney Movement for the 
Ordination of Women (MoW) is 
rolling up the political banners and 
going back to God’s Word.

Elaine Peterson, Convenor of 
Sydney MOW in her report to 
MO Watch, said her committee has 
developed a policy of ‘grass­
roots evangelism’ and is develop­
ing a Bible Study program for par­
ishes and house groups.

“The very success of MOW 
has produced a backlash in Syd­
ney, where techniques appropri-

ate ten or even five years ago are 
now counter-productive. So I do 
not seek to talk to the secular 
press,” she said. “We do not think 
there is much point going back to 
Synod again until we have better 
support and recognition in a wider 
group of parishes.”

MOW Sydney will hold a 20th 
anniversary dinner at 7pm, May 
16 at Meriden School, Strathfield. 
Organisers said the dinner would 
eelebrate the group’s achieve­
ments to date.

Cathedral to be the flagship to take 
the ‘Mission’ to whole community
The new senior assistant minister 
at St Andrew’s Cathedral, the Rev 
Chris Moroney, wants the Cathe­
dral to be a ‘flagship’ for Sydney 
Diocese as it seeks to take the 
gospel to the whole community.

The Cathedral must take the 
lead in the diocesan Mission, Mr 
Maroney said. “Reaching at least 
ten per cent of the population is a 
very tall order, and I hope that the 
Cathedral can take a lead in that. 
There are many other churches 
that are trying things, but I hope 
the Cathedral will be outstanding, 
more like a flagship for the whole 
Diocese, in taking the Mission to 
the community.

Having also been recently 
elected to the NSW Council of 
Churches, Mr Moroney says he 
anticipates being part of the wider 
work of the Christian church in 
Sydney. “The Council speaks on 
behalf of a number of denomina­
tions about important issues for 
our society,” he said. “That will 
be a new role for me, and I’m look­
ing forward to being part of that.”

Mr Moroney has been rector 
of Moorebank Anglican Church 
since 1986. During his time there 
a number of new initiatives have 
been established, including a min-

As new senior 
assistant to the\ 
Dean, the Rev 
Chris Moroney 
wiii have a key 
role with the 
NSW  Council 
o f Churches.

i i  ?- '

istry to the Indian community now 
headed up by the Church’s assist­
ant minister, the Rev Manoj 
Chacko.

“There are now 33,000 people 
living in the city of Sydney. I re­
ally hope that the Cathedral 
doesn’t just minister to one par- 
tieular segment of society, but has 
a ministry to all sorts of people, 
and that our church in general can 
have a broader ministry to people 
of other backgrounds than just 
Anglo-Saxons.”

Mr Moroney will assist Dean 
Phillip Jensen and the ministry 
team at St Andrew’s, as well as 
playing a part in ministry training 
and development across the Dio­
cese.

Mr Moroney is a member of 
Sydney Standing Committee as 
well as General Synod Standing 
Committee, and will continue in 
both these roles.

Retirement living... fun, friends
and freedom

Moving to an Anglican Retirement Village 
means more time to enjoy the good things In life.

Reserve w ith a $2,000 deposit. 
Two and Three bedroom 
Independent Living apartments 
within a secure, caring Christian 
community.

DONALD ROBINSON VILLAGE, KIRRAWEE

Spacious design, quality 
inclusions, a ir conditioning, 
close to shops and transport.

FREE IN F O R M A T IO N  C H A T  D A Y  

EVERY M O N D A Y  1 0 a m - 3 p m

Come along, enjoy a cuppa, talk to our consultant and find out more 
about this exciting new village developm ent. Visit our sales office on site, 
cnr Acacia Rd & Flora St, Kirrawee. Open 10am - 3 pm every Mon & Tues.

One bedroom, fully renovated independent 
living Units"and Villas also now available 
In the following villages:

Castle Hill Villages, Centrally located within a caring Christian community 
Ground floor Garden Units and Villas $80,0(X) to $150,000

Winston Hills, Leafy Woodberry Village with views to Parramatta 
Ground floor Units and Villas at the top of the village from $110,000

Turramurra, Rohini, a  beautiful garden Village, dose to shops & transport 
North East aspect, no stairs, lovely garden outlook $160,000

Forestviile, Friendly St David's Village, on the edge y
of Garigal National Park. Ground and first floor ^
units available for $120,000

PH: 9634 5500

ANGLICAN
RETIREMENT
VILLAGES
DIOCESKOFSYONKY
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Cross the culture gap
Cross-cultural Initiatives such as ESL classes will help us to 
make contact with all parts of the community.

O
n a recent Sunday I at­
tended St Peter’s, Cooks 
River, a small-ish inner 

city parish. In the 1950s it had 
flourishing congregations, but 
more recent decades have been a 
struggle. The main reason for 
this, of course, has been the 
population shift as new arrivals 
have moved into the area in large 
numbers.

The church is not large even 
now, but I think I saw there the 
future our Anglican Church is go­
ing to have to embrace if we are 
to reach out into the real Austral­
ian community. The church is an 
excellent mix of ages, and both 
sexes were well represented. 
More significantly, however, as 
well as people of English descent, 
I met people from Austria, Portu­
gal, Italy, Slovenia, South Africa, 
Tonga and China.

We are often deeply troubled 
by the absence of the so-called 
‘blue collar workers’ in our 
churches. I am not sure whether 
such a term is a very adequate 
description of the social make-up 
of the community, but it seems to 
me to be somewhat misleading as 
we think about the reality of mod­
em Australia.

The greatest section of ‘blue 
collar workers’ who have been in 
our community over the last 50 
years has been the newcomers 
from many lands. Our challenge 
as a church all along has been to 
welcome and incorporate the 
newcomers. Instead of bemoan­
ing our inability to reach ‘blue 
collar workers’, it would have 
been more fruitful for loeal 
churches to have concentrated 
on the needs of migrants.

One of the most practical 
ways of helping newcomers is to 
give them experience and help in

peter
jensen

ARCHBISHOPWriteS

mission prayer

please use regularly

O u r G racious G od, w e  p ray  th a t you will help us to proclaim  

our Saviour, the Lord Jesus C hrist, so that everyone around  

us will hear his call to repent, trust an d  serve Christ in love, 

an d  be established in th e  fe llow ship  of his disciples w hile  

w e  aw ait his return.

M a y  w e  continue to pray, to  d e p en d  on your Holy Spirit, an d  

to glorify you.

A m en.

General Synod takes 
step towards tougher 
sexual abuse legislation
The General Synod Standing 
Committee of the Anglican 
Church of Australia, meeting in 
Adelaide from 28-30 March 2003, 
has made three major recommen­
dations to all Dioceses in regards 
to sexual abuse by chureh work­
ers.

Draft legislation will be pro­
vided to each diocese to imple­
ment these initiatives.

Further work will be done to 
ensure consistency throughout 
the Church with protocols and 
codes of conduct for all working 
in the Church. Work is also pro­
ceeding on establishing screen­
ing processes, best practice 
training courses in child protec­
tion, and training in professional 
ethics in ministry

All Dioceses 
have been 
asked to appoint:
1. A Professional Standards 
Committee to investigate all 
allegations of sexual abuse 
or harassment by any 
church worker.

2. A Professional Standards 
Director to ensure full 
compliance with all 
processes

3. A Professional Standards 
Board to consider whether 
conduct by any church 
worker warrants that they be 
removed from office or 
deposed from Holy Orders.

Dean o f Perth com m its 
heresy in broad daylight

learning English. Over the years 
had we been keener to make con­
tact with people from all parts of 
our community, we could have 
done a great deal more to provide 
help with language.

The good news, however, is 
that there are many new flourish­
ing ‘English as a Second Lan­
guage’ (ESL) initiatives in the Dio­
cese. This is an excellent idea, and 
I commend it warmly.

Whether ESL is the best way 
of making contact or not, I have 
no conclusive evidence. Yet what 
is certain is that our churches will 
have to reflect a far broader mix 
of ethnic backgrounds than they 
do at the moment if we want to be 
part of the Australia of the future. 
Our care and evangelism must 
embrace all and not merely some.

further report on ESL p i 2

Self-described champion of her­
etics, the Anglican Dean of Perth, 
Dr John Shepherd, has spoken 
out against core Christian be­
liefs, including the meaning of 
Jesus’ death and his bodily res­
urrection.

Dr Shepherd, who runs a 
study group at the Cathedral 
called ‘Heretics Anonymous’, 
made the comments in an article 
in The West Australian newspa­
per on Easter Saturday.

Dr Shepherd wrote that it was 
not necessary to believe the Gos­
pel accounts of Jesus appearing 
to his disciples, that Jesus was 
physically and literally raised to 
heaven, or that he will come again 
‘in the form in which he has al­
ready been present on earth’.

He also said that there is no 
need to believe “there will be a

final judgment where the right­
eous will be accepted into a so- 
called heaven, and sinners con­
demned to everlasting damna­
tion.”

When asked to comment by a 
journalist from The West Austral­
ian, Bishop Glenn Davies said the 
comments represented ‘an ex­
treme form of liberal Christianity 
that has been endemic in the 
churches for the last 200 years’.

“Christians who appeal to the 
Bible as their authority will rec­
ognise that liberal Christianity is 
a negative force and one which is 
too prone to be influenced by the 
culture of this age,” Bishop 
Davies told the newspaper.

“We [evangelicals] have a 
much better story to tell than Dr 
Shepherd does, not least because 
it is true.”

Bishop Cumow elected to Bendigo
The Rt Rev Andrew Cumow, As­
sistant Bishop in the Diocese of 
Melbourne, has been elected 
Bishop of Bendigo.

Bishop Cumow served as a 
priest in Bendigo in the mid 1970s. 
He has been an Assistant Bishop 
since 1994.

There are 33 parishes in the 
Diocese of Bendigo. The diocese 
stretches from the outer Mel­
bourne suburbs down to the 
South Australian border.

Bishop Cumow is expected to 
commence his new role in mid- 
2003.

Australian sex survey ‘misleading’
A leading medical ethicist has lik­
ened media coverage of the Aus­
tralian Study of Health and Re­
lationships to the ‘cloud cuckoo 
land’ press conferences of the 
former Iraq Information Minister 
Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf.

Dr Amin Abboud of UNSW

labelled the most comprehensive 
study of sexuality ever under­
taken in this country ‘as mislead­
ing as Iraqi press releases’.

Dr Abboud said the survey 
was ‘a mechanistic analysis’ in 
the tradition of ‘the flawed and 
agenda driven Kinsey report’.

“Mechanistic statistics on sex 
dissociate sexuality from the big 
strategic issues like commitment, 
security, meaning and family.” 

Conducted over the phone, 
27 per cent of people refiised to 
respond, further clouding the ve­
racity of the results.
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PM plans prayer for nation
Exclusive report: talks start between Church officials and PM’s advisors for a National Day of Prayer.

margaret 
rodgers

cRosscurrent

W
hat does a Prime Min­
ister do when his mail 
brings in bags of letters 

asking for a national day of 
prayer? We now know his staff 
put them together and send them 
to the National Council of 
Churches (NCCA) with a note in­
dicating these requests appear to 
be a matter for the churches.

What has led to the letters to 
the PM and also the G-G in the 
last few months? It’s a potpourri 
of events -  bushfires threaten­
ing to bum down all of Canberra, 
September 11, the Bali bombings, 
armed troops with tanks in Bagh­
dad and Tikrit, war casualties, ci­
vilian deaths and looting, SARS 
-  and added to all of those, a fur­
ther, though as yet minute cloud 
on the horizon, George W. Bush 
accusing Syria of possessing 
chemical weapons. His intelli­
gence agencies have apparently 
reported that Syria possesses 
stockpiles of the nerve gas sarin 
and is believed to have an active 
biological program.

It’s no small wonder that peo­
ple are uncertain, insecure and 
afraid for the future as well as for 
the present. They just can’t get 
away from it all and are stmggling 
to cope.

Some politicians haven’t 
helped with their charge against 
the Government that committing 
Australian troops to the war 
against Iraq will make Australia a 
ready and immediate target for a 
new wave of outraged Islamicist 
terrorism. That may or may not 
prove to be tme, but it could also 
be a prophecy bringing its own 
response in its train.

As well there has been in the 
media a constant barrage of re­
porting from ‘embedded’journal­
ists -  courageous though they 
may be -  along with streams of 
‘expert’ interpretation from super­
annuated former military chiefs 
making a mint from this retirement 
opportunity. We all need to be 
informed, but surely there’s a time 
to say “Too much, no more!” 

Social commentator Hugh 
Mackay wrote recently in Fairfax 
media outlets (11/4/03) that it’s 
possible to cope with a constant 
stream of bad news or perceived 
threats from unpredictable mat­
ters beyond our control by 
‘reaching out.’ He said in the 
present intense climate of threat 
and acute anxiety, people have 
developed all kinds of coping 
strategies -  gardening, adult edu­
cation classes, cooking, having 
another child, even seeking the 
solace of religion. But, said Mr 
Mackay, “Nothing comforts us 
like the experience of mutual ac­
ceptance and support within a 
circle of family and friends, or the 
rock-like security of another per­
son’s unconditional love.”

That is absolutely correct, but 
I happen to believe that the op­
tion of ‘seeking solace in religion’

Prime Minister John Howard at a speciai church service of prayer 
for the iraq conflict iast month, (photo; AAP)

is a form of reaching out. Indeed 
it is that seeking that brings one 
into an immediate context of ex­
periencing the reality of uncon­
ditional love, the rock-like love of 
God demonstrated in the saving 
death and resurrection of Jesus 
that brings salvation from sin to 
repentant sinners and wholeness 
in their being.

So those who have written to

Canberra requesting a National 
Day of Prayer are aware of the 
profound and real solace and the 
healing for troubled souls that 
prayer can bring to the nation.

The NCCA has responded 
warmly to the letters. Last month 
an initial meeting was held in Can­
berra with public servants from 
the PM’s and Cabinet offices and 
from the Department of

Multicultural Affairs along with 
the planning committee set up by 
the NCCA Executive. It com­
prises the Rev John Henderson, 
NCCA General Secretary, Profes­
sor James Haire, President of the 
Uniting Church, Archbishop 
Carroll, who is President of the 
National Catholic Bishops’ Con­
ference, and myself The PM is 
supportive of the planning and 
has indicated he will if possible 
attend an event for this Day of 
Prayer, though he doesn’t want 
to be involved in the organisa­
tion. The real extent of his inter­
est will of course be shown by 
his response to the funding ap­
plication for financial support.

Since this is to be a National 
Day of Prayer and Reflection -  in 
the second half of this year, and 
probably October -  then it will 
be important that everyone is in­
volved. This means all congrega­
tions and fellowship groups, and 
also all faith groupings in this na­
tion. Organisers know that peo­
ple of different faiths -  especially 
Christians and Muslims -  usually 
don’t support the concept of 
praying together, though many 
m i^ t  be prepared to pray beside 
each other. But there is no rea­
son why everyone in their own 
faith grouping can’t be involved 
in prayer on one day for the na­
tion. That prayer would be for 
peace and a hopeful future, and 
for a careful consideration of 
what are the real values that 
undergird and give meaning to 
life both for individuals and the 
community.

Watch out for this National 
Day and make it part of your fel­
lowship’s reflection this year.

Iraq conflict leaves divided 
nation in need of reconciliation
Even the Defence Force Bishop abused by fellow Christians

analysis

jeremy halcrow

letters
page 8

A
merica’s so-called ‘war on 
terror’ is far from over. The 
military campaigns 

against Afghanistan and Iraq are 
won but restoration of a secure, 
civil society in both places lin­
gers over some distant horizon. 
Meanwhile, conflict with Syria or 
Iran looks possible.

So while the calming eye of 
this particular storm is overhead, 
Australian Christians should take 
stock before the next onslaught. 
We must rethink the way we com­
municate our differences with 
each other and the wider commu­
nity.

Tensions between Christians, 
Muslims and Jews in our city 
have already boiled over. With­
out being unnecessarily alarmist 
there is potential for actual physi­
cal violence.

In the past month there has 
been a wave of anti-semitic at­
tacks. Including, it seems, some-

what ironically, on St Andrews 
Cathedral (see page 1). After the 
September 11 terror attack, seven 
churches in Sydney’s southwest 
were firebombed and spray- 
painted with slogans including 
‘Osama the great,’ ‘Jihad’ and 
‘Christianity must die’. Earlier 
graffiti had been sprayed on sev­
eral Sydney mosques, including 
‘Muslims are scum’ on the 
Penshurst mosque near 
Hurstville.

One of the most disturbing 
aspects of the past month has 
been observing the way Christian 
leaders of all opinions on the Iraq 
war have ratcheted up the rheto­
ric in an already over-heated 
community context. The most 
high profile was Fred Nile’s call 
to ban Muslim dress.

continued page 19
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SARS forces Church 
to  rethink ministry
Churches in Hong Kong, Singa­
pore and Canada have been 
forced to take a number of pre­
cautions in their ministry as a re­
sult o f the recent outbreak of 
SAKS.

Experts say that S ARS -  Sud­
den Acute Respiratory Syn­
drome -  is spread through ‘close 
contact with an infected person’, 
meaning that churches have been 
forced to re-examine both aspects 
of public meetings and the op­
portunities for private meetings.

The Rev Andrew Chan, Gen­
eral Secretary of the Anglican 
Province of Hong Kong, told 
Southern Cross that while no of­
ficial guidelines had been issued, 
there had been ‘very close con­
tact among diocesan secretaries 
and heads of organisations’ to 
determine appropriate measures.

“Regular Sunday services 
and major celebrations, including 
Holy Week, [were] held as nor­
mal,” Mr Chan said. “However, 
individual parishes may modify 
the liturgy for practical reasons.”

Mr Chan said that many dio­
ceses and parishes issued their 
own guidelines for Sunday serv­
ices, such as encouraging all 
attenders to wear surgical masks, 
keeping all doors and windows 
open for ventilation, and provid­
ing plastic gloves for communi­
cants during Communion.

Archbishop Peter Kwong of 
Hong Kong wrote a pastoral let­
ter to all parishes, asking them to 
pray about the issue.

It is also being recommended 
that all furniture, buildings and 
books be sterilised, and church­
goers are being encouraged to 
avoid any physical contact with 
one another.

Similar precautions are being 
taken across Singapore, where 
reports indicate that church at­
tendance has fallen dramatically 
since the outbreak of SARS.

Many churches took extra 
precautions following the death 
of a pastor who contracted the 
disease after visiting an infected 
patient. Simon Loh, 39, an Assem­
blies of God minister, became ill

A N G L I C A N  f  ^
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Church members grieve after hearing their pastor, Simon Loh, 
had died from SARS contracted after he visited an Hi patient.
(photo:AAP)

after visiting a hospital to pray 
for people with the disease.

In Toronto, Dean Douglas 
Stoute decided that St James’ 
Anglican Cathedral would serve 
bread only at Communion, with 
wine being served in a separate 
side chapel.

While many people recover 
from SARS and are discharged 
from hospital, officials in Hong 
Kong and elsewhere were pow­
erless to stop the spread of the 
disease, and new cases have 
been appearing daily.

Mr Chan said that while most 
church members were not scared 
because of the disease, all were 
‘aware of the hygienic condition’ 
and the precautions needed. He 
said that Christians are also hop­
ing that the crisis may prove to 
be an opportunity for gospel min­
istry.

Archbishop 
Peter Kwong 
issued a 
pastoral letter 
asking all 
parishes to 
pray about 
the spread o f 
SARS.

“God may transform this cri­
sis into blessing as we see that in 
Hong Kong people have been 
more and more concerned about 
our family, our community, our 
health and our relationship with 
one another since the issue [first] 
happened,” he said.

“We will continue praying for 
the issue as well as for our spir­
itual revival, that we may over­
come the epidemic and our spir­
itual lives may be strengthened 
by the love of God.”

A miracle amidst 
Middle East chaos
‘A miracle of God’ is an unlikely 
description for most television 
networks, but that’s the way one 
TV station is being seen as it takes 
the Christian message into the far 
reaches of the Middle East.

That TV station is SAT-7, a 
Christian satellite broadcasting 
service with a potential audience 
of some 400 million people across 
the Middle East, North Africa and 
parts o f Europe. And Sarel du 
Plessis, General Secretary of 
SAT-7 in the Southern Hemi­
sphere, has no hesitation in de­
scribing the service in such lofty 
terms.

Since joining SAT-7 in Janu­
ary last year, Mr du Plessis says 
he has been amazed at the impact 
the service is having in parts of 
the world where Christianity has 
traditionally had almost no voice.

“There’s no human that can 
take credit for it,” Mr du Plessis 
says. “The scale of it is too big. If 
you think about how small the 
team is and the amount of work 
we get through, it is a miracle.”

After starting out in 1996 on 
air for two hours a week, SAT-7 
now broadcasts 12 hours of pro­
gramming every day. Airtime is 
purchased from a satellite broad­
caster to the region, meaning that 
any household with a satellite 
dish can view SAT-7 programs.

Programs include children’s 
shows, documentaries, talk 
shows, an Arab soap opera, a sit­
com, a quiz show and a magazine- 
style show for teenagers. More 
than half of these programs are 
now locally made and broadcast 
in indigenous languages. “It is 
politically, socially and religiously 
sensitive to Middle Eastern soci­
ety,” Mr du Plessis says.

He says the development of 
uncensored satellite broadcasts 
is a strategic breakthrough for the 
gospel. “Because literacy is so 
low, radio is successful but is not 
the ultimate solution. People’s 
education levels are so low, their 
‘mental picture’ is extremely lim­
ited. Television gives you the 
ability to communicate the picture 
and make it complete.”

Mr du Plessis says that in 
North Africa there is one known 
Christian believer for every two 
million people -  the equivalent of 
having ten Christians in all of

Sarel du 
Plessis from 
Christian 
broadcaster 
SAT-7

Australia. In the Middle East the 
figure is one Christian for every 
one million people. But while this 
may seem a hopeless situation, 
Mr du Plessis believes SAT-7 is a 
great encouragement to the many 
‘anonymous Christians’ for whom 
expressions of their faith may be 
either illegal or dangerous.

“Those are the people I serve 
-  the many people who we will 
only see in heaven. We will never 
hear from them and we will never 
receive anything from them, but 
they will be our viewers forever 
and we are there to serve them.”

In this environment, SAT-7 
aims to foster a degree of unity 
among Christians across the 
Middle East, helping them to see 
that they are part of a wider Chris­
tian fellowship with people all 
over the region and the world.

“The Christians in the region 
definitely feel like a secondary 
society, but SAT-7 has given 
them an identity which they never 
had before,” he says. “I don’t 
think we at SAT-7 even have any 
idea how strategic it is.”

Operating on a shoestring 
budget, SAT-7’s most urgent 
need is purchasing airtime from 
the satellite broadcaster. Mr du 
Plessis says anyone giving 
money for airtime ‘can say to 
your friends that you are sharing 
the gospel with people in the 
M iddle East, today’. But he 
quickly adds ‘we need a lot more 
prayer than we need money’.

Even in a volatile region, Mr 
du Plessis says SAT-7 aims to 
remain constant in its program­
ming, rather than being ‘as erratic 
as the region’. The war in Iraq had 
little impact on their broadcasts, 
with the continuation of normal 
programs providing a powerful 
statement on the constancy of 
the gospel message amidst the 
world’s chaos. “Our people need 
to see stability from us,” he says.

For more information on SAT-7’s 
ministry, visit wvm.sat7.org
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Attacks escalate in Philippines
Violence against Christians in the Philippines is increas­
ing, with five Christians being killed and six wounded 
by Islamic rebels in the town of M’Lang. Twelve Chris­
tians were wounded in a separate attack in Midsayap 
and a bomb blast in the mostly-Christian city of Davao 
killed 16 people.

Man admits to missionary murder
A man accused of the 1999 murder of Australian mis­
sionary Graham Staines and his two sons in eastern 
India has testified that he killed the three as they slept. 
Mahendra Hembram, 23, said he burned their jeep, kill­
ing Mr Staines and his sons as they slept. He told the 
court the other 11 defendants were innocent. Prime sus­
pect, Dara Singh, and three other accused have since 
denied any role in the murders.

Vietnam denies Christians executed
Vietnam’s foreign ministry has denied that three mem­
bers of a Protestant Church were executed in security 
operations in the nation’s Central Highlands. Hanoi con­
siders evangelical Christianity a rallying mechanism for 
US-based exiles seeking an independent state for the 
Montagnard ethnic minority.

Sydneysiders take STEP o f faith in Africa

UK urged to end Congo links
In the wake of the reported 
massacre of 1000 civilians 
in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, a leading bishop 
in the Church of England 
has demanded that the UK 
government investigate the 
role of UK companies and 
individuals in the ongoing 
strife in the Congo.

Bishop Michael Stott- 
Joynt of Winchester urged

his government to act to 
help resolve the conflict 
which has resulted in three 
million deaths.

The UN has sent a team 
to investigate the reported 
massacre, and has previ­
ously urged the Security 
Council to punish and re­
strict companies and indi­
viduals believed to be ex­
ploiting the Congo.

BY G e o f f  R o b s o n

Spending a month of hard- 
earned holidays in remote 
parts of Africa might not be 
everyone’s idea of fun, but 
for Chris and Heather Rea it 
proved to be the opportu­
nity of a lifetime, and one of 
the most rewarding and 
challenging experiences of 
their lives.

Chris and Heather were 
part of the STEP (Short 
Term Experience Program) 
tour to Tanzania and Kenya 
earlier this year, joining four 
others on the trip that was 
led by Howard Spencer, a 
former CMS missionary in 
Tanzania for 11 years.

Mr Spencer said that 
while the trip was mostly 
about observing and learn­
ing, there were many 
chances for hands-on expe­
rience for the six members 
of the group. “There was 
always an opportunity to 
give testimonies and talk 
about being a Christian, 
times which were mutually 
encouraging,” he said.

The group spent time 
visiting missionaries work­
ing in hospitals, clinics, 
schools and Bible colleges, 
gaining an overall picture of 
the reality of long-term mis­
sion work. For Chris and 
Heather, the trip was not 
their first experience of

Short-term m issionary H eather Rea at work in a 
medicai ciinic. A t Mvumi Hospitai she prepared a Bibie 
study for ten nurses oniy to find her audience was 400.

short-term mission. In July 
1999 they visited mission­
aries in China, and the Afri­
can trip was a chance for 
them to continue exploring 
future options.

“We wanted to learn 
more about missionary work 
and how our skills could be 
used in Africa,” Chris said. 
“At the end of the day, the 
skills that we have -  grow­
ing up with the evangelical 
teaching that we have in 
Australia -  is more than 
enough to go and be a 
helper for the local church 
in Tanzania.”

While there are now a 
number of Bible colleges in 
Africa and many enthusias­
tic Christians wanting to be

leaders in their church. 
Heather says there is still a 
great need for trained lead­
ers. “Some people are 
pastoring churches with 
only three months of theo­
logical training,” she said.

Among their more 
unique experiences was a 
Bible study that Heather 
had prepared for a group of 
around ten nurses at Mvumi 
Hospital. “Half an hour be­
fore I arrived, they told me 
it was going to be more like 
400 nurses,” she says.

“It could have been 
very daunting -  particularly 
when I had a Bible study 
written and not a talk. But 
when I stood in front of 
them I was really able to say

to them how close and how 
warm I felt being there with 
them, because we had that 
common understanding of 
God.”

The amazing response 
at Mvumi is a small example 
of the impact Christianity is 
having in Africa. Heather 
believes part of the reason 
is that Old Testament sto­
ries like Abraham and Noah 
are passed down from one 
generation to the next. 
“They know all that history 
through their culture and 
tradition, but the big thing 
that is exciting to them is 
when someone actually tells 
them how they can relate to 
God through Jesus,” she 
says.

Chris says that, not sur­
prisingly, they discovered 
some major differences be­
tween African and Austral­
ian cultures. “We are so task 
oriented; they are so 
relationally oriented, which 
is actually biblically correct 
because life is about our re­
lationship with Christ,” he 
said. “Everyone wants to 
talk and chat about every­
thing at every point.

“One of the things I 
learnt was that relationships 
with one another are so im­
portant.”

Another STEP tour is being or­
gan ised  for 2004. Contact 
Faith Blake on 02 9284 6724.
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LETTERS

Q u i c K m a i

Diocese should open Christian bookshop
With all the talk of increasing congregations by ten per cent, I 
am surprised and disappointed that our Diocese has hot ' 
used the Sydney Town Hall Arcade to establish a Christian 
Bookshop in it. ‘ ’

I fully accept that maximum financial returns from the 
* Property Trust’s business enterprises are of paramount’?” ' - 
importance. However, now that the CMS bookshop has passed 
into history, surely there would be maximum spiritual returns 
frorn offering its neighbour, the Bible Society Bookshop, the 
space currently being used by a commercial bookshop (dare I 
say) rent free?

If the congregations are being expected to reach the Arch- ' > 
bishop’s goals of growth, it would be very encouraging to see 
Head Office setting this very marketable example to help them 
reach their targets.

Robert Scott 
Eastiakes, NSW

Do ‘ethnic’ ministries margihallse ‘Anglos’?
The perception amongst my ‘Anglo’ friends is that, in the 
fulfilling of The Great Commission’, those of Anglo-Saxon 
extraction or heritage appear to have been marginalised. The 
pendulum seems to have swung too far in the other direction.
As a ‘biological ethnic’ (but culturally ‘Anglo’), I wonder if a 
bilingual ‘ethnic’ should preferably worship in an ‘English’ 
service to accommodate the 'Anglos’ and other ‘ethnic’ 
groups? Surely an ‘Anglo’ parishioner with little or no 
assurance of salvation nor understanding of basic doctrines 
qualifies as a ‘lost coin’ and would need more nurture than an 
‘ethnic’ already strong in the Word.

Lucy Koe 
Kings Langley, NSW

‘Peace’ symbol opens SC to occult curse
You included a ‘peace symbol’ in an article about the Iraq 
conflict (SC, April). Are you aware the modern day peace 
symbol is an upside down cross with two arms broken down­
wards encompassed by a circle. It is found in witchcraft as the 
‘witches foot’ and is used in Freemasonry. (A Freemasonry 
candidate takes a cross, turns it upside down, and symboli­
cally break the arms downward whilst renouncing the Lord 
Jesus Christ). This symbol is an occult, witchcraft and freema­
sonry symbol that does not glorify Jesus. I do not believe it 
should be shown in a Christian magazine because you will 
open the paper to the curses of the occult and Freemasonry.

R A Kearnes 
W est Pennant Hills, NSW

The real question is, ‘Who is the bishop?’
You had a column titled Bishop Writes asking ‘Who is the 
Diocese?’, (SC, April) but with no further byline. My question is 
‘Who is the Bishop?’. God knows who wrote it, but so should 
everyone else!

Pat Gould 
Cherrybrook, NSW

Editors note: This column appeared in the South Sydney Regional 
Supplement and (as usual) was written by the relevant regional bishop, 
in this case Rob Forsyth. Although we ran the column with Bishop 
Forsyth’s picture, we apologise if his identity wasn’t made clear.

S Y D N E Y d ia r y ^

Mon, 5 May-Thurs, 8 May: CMS May Days Conference: hear Bishop 
John Reid speak from Matthew 4:1-11 “Temptation and the Christian 
Mission”. CMS Conference Centre, Katoomba. Information 9284- 
6734.

Fri, 16 May, 1.10pm: City Missionary Connection: meet Steve and 
Kate Bradford -  CMS Missionaries in Tanzania at St James” Hall, 
169-171 Phillip Street, Sydney.

Thurs, 22 May, 10.00am-2pm: CMS Mission Support Workshop for 
church ministers and staff at St Anne’s, Ryde. Resources, ideas, 
training, and contacts to promote world mission in your church. RSVP 
9284-6734.

Fri, 23 May, 10.30am: CMS Friday Fellowship: meet Steve and Kate 
Bradford -  CMS Missionaries in Tanzania, level 4, 93 Bathurst Street, 
Sydney.

Sat, 24 May, 2pm: Prayer Book Society Evensong, St Alban’s, Leura. 
“The BCP: An Empire Day Relic?”

CLERGYmOVeS

Anti-war rioters defend 
terrorism not democracy

We write to express our horror at 
the Islam ist attack* on St 
Andrew’s Cathedral. We also 
note with dismay The Australian 
Jewish News report of March 28 
that a Sydney synagogue has 
been damaged by arsonists in a 
wave of antisemitic incidents dur­
ing this month. We note TV im­
ages of Muslim demonstrators at­
tacking our police. We note that 
in 2001 the Syrian Orthodox 
Church at Auburn was vandal­
ised with the graffiti, '’’'Kill Jews 
and Christians'". These events 
are taking place in NSW, where 
Muslims are a minority.

There are currently about 18 
Mandaean families in Australian 
detention centres, mostly women 
and children. Mandaeans have 
fled in family groups as the se­
verity of Islamist persecution has 
rendered it too unsafe to leave 
anyone behind.

As a result of the Iraq war 
there has been a dramatic up­
surge of Muslim hostility towards 
those Islam characterises as 
kaffir (infidels, unbelievers) and 
najes (unclean). This includes 
Jews, Christians and Mandaeans. 
The latest information we have 
from the Middle East is that there 
are increasingly strident Islamic 
calls to, “Kill the infidels!”

As the smallest of the reli­
gious minorities and also the one 
having no external support the 
Mandaeans are also the most vul­
nerable. Under these circum­
stances, there is a need to urge

MAY2003
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phone (02) 92651518 or e-mail;

the Australian Government to 
grant protection and release from 
detention those who are fleeing 
the terror of Islam.

Khosrow Chohaili 
Sabían Mandaean 

Association in Australia

The hypocrisy of the anti-war 
demonstrators. They take up the 
cause of peace, yet peace is 
foreign to their marches. They say 
they care deeply about someone 
else’s country, yet they couldn’t 
care less about their own. They 
display utter contempt for proper 
authority. Disloyal to their 
democratically elected leaders, 
they demonstrate loyalty to 
dictators and terrorists.

Whilst I sincerely defend their 
right to express their opinions, I 
strongly disagree with the shame­
ful way they go about it.

Peter Rahme  
Greenacre, N SW

Margaret Rodgers’ opinion piece 
on the Iraq War (SC, March) 
would have better read, ‘Saddam 
only has support in the middle 
third of Iraq’, rather than, 
‘Saddam only controls the mid­
dle third of Iraq’. Also the Iraqi 
regime paid compensation to the 
families of ‘martyrs’ (suicide 
bombers) in Palestine - clearly 
linking it with terrorism.

Glen Fredericks  
Valentine, NSW

Police are confronted 
at the door to the 
SydneyTown Hall 
offices during a 
student protest on 
March 26. In the 
background is the St 
Andrew’s House 
food court. Cafe 
furniture owned by 
the Anglican Church 
was thrown at police 
during the protest. 
(photo: AAP)

*NOTE: The Anglican 
Church has no 
evidence that an 
estimated $6,000 
worth of vandalism 
to St Andrews 
Cathedral (see page 
5, 19) was by 
‘Islamists’.

The reprehensibly biased nature 
of your article ‘Israel hits Angli­
can church and hospital’ (SC, 
March) shortchanges your read­
ers by not providing historical 
background to the conflict.

There was never an ‘occupa­
tion’, as the Dean of Jerusalem 
likes to label the rightful Israeli 
ownership. Israel won the land in 
a war Islam declared in 1967. In 
fact, it is strange that he should 
even consider this idea given that 
there has never been a sovereign 
country named Palestine.

It is unfortunate that these 
two buildings were hit but the 
wider picture should be consid­
ered, something the Dean didn’t.

For 1400 years Islam has made 
war against the Jewish people. 
The Koran ‘reveals’ that ‘God’ 
considers Jews apes, liars, stub­
bornly perverse and arrogant. 
This religion has fuelled endless 
attacks on Jewish communities, 
fi-om its inception until now.

Israel is one-third the size of 
Tasmania. The Islamic nations, all 
of whom to some measure, deny 
Israel’s existence, combine to 
form a landmass many times that 
of Australia’s. Such a small coun­
try positioned in this hostile en­
vironment requires constant de­
fence. Curfews and military action 
are not initiated by the Israelis; 
they are merely a response to Is­
lam’s insistence that this Jewish 
nation should not exist in the area.

Marc Kay  
Kensington, NSW
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Over the last 10D years, 
world water consumption 
has increased tenfold.
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LOCAL WATER FACTS

■  Across Sydney daily, we use enough 
water around our homes to fill around 
1000 Olympic swimming pools. (70% of 
Sydney’s total water consumption).

Gardens use 25% of all household water. 
As Australians we live on the driest 
continent on Earth.

■  Every day Sydney Water treats 1,300 
Olympic-sized swimming pools of 
wastewater that comes from sinks, 
showers, toilets and backyard drains.

S ource -  S y d n e y  W ater w eb p age

WORLD WATER FACTS

■  Of all the water on earth, only 3% is 
fresh water!

■  2% is locked in the polar ice caps, 
glaciers, the atmosphere and soil.

■  Less than 1 % of freshwater is usable, 
amounting to only 0.01 % of the Earth’s 
total water. Even this would be enough 
to support the world’s population 
three times over if used with care.

R ob B o w d en , W ater Supply: O ur Im pact on the  P lan et (H o d d e r  

W ayland  2 0 0 2 )

BASIC DAILY NEEDS
■  Two thirds of the human body is 
made up of water. The recommended 
basic daily water requirement per person 
is 50 litres. People can get by with 30 
litres; 5 litres for drinking and cooking 
and another 25 to maintain hygiene. 
Millions of people in the world come 
nowhere near this amount.

■  In Tanzania and Uganda, where ORAF 
is funding water projects, people average 
9.3 litres (Uganda) and 10.1 (Tanzania).

Rural poor
■  People in rural areas are four times 
more likely than those in cities to have no 
safe supply of water. The burden falls 
unequally on women who sometimes 
have to walk for hours to fetch water. A 
jerrycan of water with a capacity of 18 
litres weights 20 kilos.

Urban poor
■  They are less likely than the well-off to 
be connected to mains water supplies 
and pay on average 12 times more per 
litre. In Jakarta, Indonesia, the poor pay 
water vendors 60 times the price of 
water from a standard connection.

You can help the wor 
gain fair access to water

WATER-BORNE DISEASES

■  There are 4 billion cases of diarrohea 
worldwide each year and 2.2 million 
avoidable deaths -  one death every 14 
seconds. Most of these deaths occur in 
the Majority World. Just washing one’s 
hands with soap and water can reduce 
diarrhoea by 35%.

■  Malaria kills 1 -2 million people 
annually and at any given time, 100 
million people suffer from this disease.

■  Parasites infect about 10% of the 
Majority World population. 200 million 
people are affected by bilharzia with 
200,000 dying each year.

i- V ‘ .

Water Matters is an international 
campaign striving to see safe water 

and improved sanitation made , 
available to the jpoor.

PHONE 1800 653 903
AND MARK A DONA r ION lOl.L FUlili

9 ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY’S

OVERSEAS RELIEF 
AND AID FUND
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MiNisTRYmatters

G o d ’s  p e a c e  p la n  r e v e a le d  in  L e ic h h a r d t
As US forces entered Iraq, All Souls’, 
Leichhardt, used the public’s heightened 
concern for peace to realise an innovative 
way to present the gospel of Jesus Christ.

All Souls, Leichhardt, offered the 
public the chance to find peace 
during the Leichhardt Street Fair 
on Sunday, March 23.

Under the banner ‘seeking 
peace... the church ran a series 
of community service and minis­
try activities on the theme of 
peace on the day. The centre­
piece was a ‘prayer for peace’ 
walk -  a series of interactive sta­
tions inside the church building - 
which allowed people to explore 
the peace plan Christ offered all 
people through his death and res­
urrection.

Although months in the plan­
ning, the church found that its 
initiative -  in God’s timing -  was 
perfectly attuned to the public 
mood on the first weekend of mili­
tary action in Iraq.

The script, provided as a CD 
soundtrack, was loosely based 
on the tract Two Ways to Live to­
gether with the biblical fi-amework 
for unpacking ethical issues de­
vised by Moore College lecturer, 
the Rev Andrew Cameron.

The walk began by asking 
participants to reflect on God’s 
good creation, then used the 
painting Guernica to illustrate

that all people turn away 
from God and his plan for 
peace. Further stations 
asked participants to con­
fess their sins, forgive oth­
ers for hurts inflicted on 
them, and focus on Christ’s 
atoning work on the cross.

The final station asked par­
ticipants to pray that God’s spirit 
would help them pursue his path 
of peace throughout the rest of 
their lives, and suggested that 
they light a candle to help them 
remember that prayer.

“The ‘Peace Prayer Walk’ was 
not only a very clear presenta­
tion of the gospel, but it spoke to 
people’s hearts as well as their 
heads,” said the Rev Tim Foster, 
rector of All Souls’. “Some peo­
ple were in tears at the end. Oth­
ers sought me out to say how 
deeply moved they were by the 
experience.”

In perhaps the most poignant 
moment, one girl who did the walk 
approached the attendants and 
asked,“How do you pray?” She 
said her father was a Muslim and 
did not let her go to church but 
that she was interested in find­
ing out more about how Jesus

brings peace to the world.
Another participant -  an Ital­

ian tourist -  completed the walk 
three times she was so moved 

More than 150 people partici­
pated in the full prayer walk, while 
about twice that number had a 
look at the display, which in­
cluded biblical teaching on the 
ethics of war. About 50 people left 
their contact details in a ‘guest 
book’ at the end of the walk.

A number of those said they 
were interested in joining a new 
congregation All Souls’ hopes to 
plant, which was advertised on 
the day as for those ‘interested 
in exploring experimental ways of 
serving God such as the ‘seek­
ing peace’ initiative’.

An unexpected result was the 
number of people who asked to

purchase the CD 
soundtrack. One 
woman said she 
wanted to play it 
to her relatives 
at Easter.

Up to two 
thousand peo­
ple also took ad­
vantage o f the 
fi’ee ‘garden café’ 
run by church 
members in the grounds, where 
they provided free tea and es­
presso coffee. “It is vital people 
experience the life of the church,” 
Mr Foster said. “The festival was 
an opportunity for people to see 
that there is a living and active 
Christian presence here in 
Leichhardt -  that we were here to 
serve them and are willing to en­

gage with them creatively about 
significant spiritual issues.” 

“The life of the Christian com­
munity shows the world how the 
gospel “works’ in practice. It also 
acts as a ‘plausibility stmcture’ 
for the message. Our participa­
tion of the Festival was part of a 
process of making our corporate 
life visible to the community.”

H ow can our M ission help  
prom ote Chinese ministry?
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cantónese
translation

This is a translation by the Rev 
Mee Ping Lau, a Mandarin 
speaker.

If you are a Cantonese speaker 
from Hong Kong you may prefer 
the translation by the Rev Peter 
Chung which is available in PDF 
format our website:

www.anglicanm edia.com .au
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MiNiSTRYmatters

Is this Sydney’s busiest ‘church’?
Barker Chaplain, the Rev Jeff Ware runs a ministry with eight staff that reaches over 2,000 people each day.

Stuart 
robinson

GAMEplan

F
or the past twelve years Jeff 
Ware has been leading a 
ministry that daily reaches 

more than 2,000 people. Jeff is the 
Senior Chaplain at Barker College 
on Sydney’s upper North Shore.

He became a Christian in his 
late teens and has served the Lord 
in a variety of situations: teach­
ing High School English and His­
tory in the Riverina; curacies at 
Dapto and South Turramurra (af­
ter four years at Moore College). 
Jeff is married to Annette and is 
the father of five children.

Team ministry is one of Jeff’s 
passions. The Barker ‘ministry 
team’ comprises eight dedicated 
staff workers. Here’s a tiny snap­
shot of ministry at Barker:

SR: Jeff, why school chaplaincy?
JW: Since deciding to follow 
Christ I’ve wanted school stu­
dents to hear a clear, intelligent 
and natural account of the Chris­
tian faith from someone they 
know and trust (and can observe 
day by day). Those teenage 
years are so formative. Some­
thing like 71 per cent of people in 
Anglican congregations 
throughout our city came to faith 
in Christ before the age of 20.

Several of my close friends 
turned to Christ at ‘Kings’ when 
Brian Telfer was Chaplain and 
Rod West was one of the Board­
ing Masters. I’d heard others tell 
me how helpful their ‘Cmsader’ 
group and ‘Crusader’ camps were 
in the development of their faith.

SR: In the last twelve years 
you’ve been able to build a fairly 
sizable ministry team.
JW: The school is committed to 
Christian ministry being as effec­
tive as possible. There are two 
other chaplains, Jon Taylor and 
Graham Errington who have re­
sponsibilities in the Middle 
School and Junior School; three 
experienced Christian Studies 
teachers and two youth work­
ers. In addition, there are other 
staff-members and students who 
take a lead and assist in different 
ways.

SR: Youth workers?
JW: Right. Jodie Pritchard and 
Craig Tubman are youthful, en­
ergetic and passionate about Je­
sus! Schools like Barker have 
been appointing former students 
to assist with coaching sports, 
debating, music and boarding. 
We applied this principle to chap­
laincy. Craig became our first 
youth worker (and is four year 
teacher-trained).

SR: What is their role?
JW: Youth workers teach Chris­
tian Studies (known as ‘XS’) like 
everyone else on the team. The
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benjamin caswell

B
enjamin Caswell is a Year 
11 student at Barker Col­
lege, Hornsby. He’s a 

young man with a bright outlook 
and a variety of interests which 
include debating, Cmsaders, soc­
cer, volleyball and the Mock Trial 
team. Ben is also a new Christian. 
This is his story.

“I recently made a commit­
ment to Jesus at the year 10-12 
fellowship camp which was held 
on the first weekend of the new 
school year. I had learned a great 
deal about Christianity before this 
-  you can’t attend Chapel and 
Christian Studies week by week 
and not think about where you 
stand with God or what you make 
of Jesus.

“The Crusaders group has 
also been an excellent place to 
meet with Christians and to en­
courage each other. I’ve really 
been challenged in lots of ways, 
especially in having a regular daily 
‘quiet time’.

“I’ve also learned heaps over 
the years through ChapeL It is 
usually quite practical -  what it 
means to live your faith. We hear 
some inspiring stories and inter­
esting Bible passages. I really 
enjoy being able to sing great 
Christian songs and hymns 
alongside my fiiends.

classroom is a wonderful oppor­
tunity to take the students step 
by step through the main aspects 
of the Christian faith. Each youth 
worker will teach around 250 stu­
dents each week. In addition they 
mn lunch-time Bible studies for 
our Christian students, help or­
ganise our Crusader group and 
arrange special events like our 
weekend camp at the beginning 
of the year and pasta nights at a 
local restaurant. They are also 
available to chat to any of our 
students about ‘issues’ they may 
not want to discuss with their 
teachers or school counsellors.

Being genuinely interested in 
students lends weight to their 
message that God is genuinely

f , ♦
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Year 11 s tu d en t Benjamin Caswell, who recen tly  made a 
commitment to Jesus, with Barker Chaplain, the Rev Jeff Ware.

“Christian Studies is not only 
a time to learn, you can also ask 
hard questions. I’ve often stayed 
behind after the lesson to have a 
chat with my teacher. Having Mr 
Tubman around as our youth

interested in them too. Our youth 
workers also assist in boarding 
activities, coach sport, help out 
in Chapel, organise mountain-bik­
ing events and take students 
scuba diving!

SR: How does the Archbishop’s 
vision for enfolding ten per cent 
of the community influence what 
you do at Barker?
JW: We’d certainly like to see at 
least ten per cent of Barker stu­
dents in a regular Bible study 
group here at school or in their 
local church. Let me illustrate this: 
in partnership with St Andrew’s, 
Wahroonga, we have been meet­
ing once a week in our new group 
(for boys) called ‘God Squad’.

worker is really very good. I can 
talk to him about problems and 
w e’ve prayed together a few 
times too.

“I’ve now begun to invite my 
fiiends to the Christian events at

We’ve also been challenged by 
our Headmaster to encourage at 
least ten per cent of our students 
to consider teaching as a career. 
It provides wonderful opportuni­
ties for Christian service.

SR: Are you making a differ­
ence?
JW: I believe so. Here’s an exam­
ple. Two hundred Year 7 students 
have just returned from a Chris­
tian Camp at Cobbity. We are fol- 
lowing-up 80 students who either 
made a commitment to Christ or 
who would like to join a small 
group where they can take things 
further. And new groups begin all 
the time. Recent additions in­
clude a Bible study for boarders

worth
considering

■  Strategic partnerships 
(shared resources, staff, 
programs) between parish 
churches and local Anglican 
schools

■  ‘Investing’ in staff with 
a youth-specific brief (a 
relatively high ‘Kingdom- 
yield’ area)

■  Longer term ministry 
with a vision for team 
building

■  A mindset which 
encourages ‘new’ activities 
(Bible studies, creative 
forms of outreach) at the risk 
of failure

Barker. Some have attended but 
most say, ‘no’. But I have not 
given up asking. I ’m hoping 
they’ll come along to Cmsaders 
before the year is out.

“Please pray that I ’ll keep 
growing in my Christian faith -  in 
living it out and imderstanding it 
more and more. Pray also that I’ll 
be an encouragement to other 
younger Christians at school; 
that we won’t be afraid to take a 
stand for Jesus and that we’ll be 
open about what we believe (even 
though we might get mocked). 
You know, God is gracious and 
forgiving and is always there for 
us!”

and another one for staff.
My colleague, Jodie Pritchard 

recently said, “We’re always 
working on ways to equip and 
excite everyone about expressing 
their faith at school. We want to 
serve God and his purposes 
every day, in every possible way.”

SR: You’ve been quoted as say­
ing you’re ‘on a Mission from 
God’.
JW: Certainly. What is God’s 
mission? To see people flourish­
ing as they live the fiill Christian 
life: delighting in God, reaching 
out to others, enjoying God’s 
beautifiil creation, and rejoicing 
as they regard themselves as for­
given, valued and precious.
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They are our neighbours and 
they have never heard of Jesus
Rosemary Anderson, 
ESL Coordinator for 
Northern Region, 
describes her dream 
to introduce more 
migrants to Jesus.

How many ESL classes have you 
helped start?
There are currently 17 parishes 
in the region conducting ESL 
classes. In the five years I have 
been in this position, I have been 
involved in the establishment of 
nine of those, and was the coor­
dinator at Waitara for six years.

Can you tell me about the most 
recent one?
This is a very exciting develop­
ment for me personally as we have 
established two classes -  one 
daytime and another in the 
evening -  in my own parish at 
Normanhurst. Last year we did 
the ‘Living in Harmony’ program 
and as a result felt that God was 
leading us into ESL work. At the 
end of the year I trained a group 
of about 20 people to become the 
ESL team. After extensive adver­
tising, which included a letter box 
drop to every house in the par­
ish, we have started the year with 
20 students over the two classes. 
The majority came as a result of

the letter box drop.
The teachers are excited and 

the students are enthusiastic. As 
well as practising English conver­
sation, there is the opportunity 
to study the Bible -  a section for 
which all the students choose to 
stay. As many have not heard of

Jesus before, there are many in­
teresting questions asked.

How do you start an ESL class?
Typically someone in a parish 
feels God is challenging them to 
do something for the many Non- 
English Speaking Background

(NESB) people in their area. They 
speak to their minister, get his 
support and ring Anglicare for 
advice. This is where I come in, 
as ESL Coordinator.

What resources are used?
For a two-hour lesson we use 
materials commercially produced 
for this purpose. Anglicare is a 
great support here as they have 
a Resource Centre at Parramatta 
from which teachers can borrow. 
Several classes then finish their 
lessons with about half an hour 
of Bible teaching. The method 
used cannot be the usual Bible 
Study method, as this is really 
only useful for native speakers. 
There are only a few resources 
available for teachers in this area, 
so over the years Anglicare has 
financed the development of dif­
ferent resources.

How can ESL contribute to the 
goal of the mission?
At the moment 21 per cent of fami­
lies in Sydney speak a language 
other than English at home. It is 
estimated that by the year 2025 
over half the families in Sydney 
will be NESB. If we are to have 
ten per cent of Sydney’s popula­
tion in Bible-based churches 
within ten years, it seems to me 
that we need to be emphasising 
the need for cross cultural minis 
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Marriage made 
for heaven?
The Rev Richard Harvey, rector 
o f Manly and the Rev Peter 
Clarke, rector of Newport, re­
cently announced a new initiative 
that may help bring the Diocese’s 
ten per cent goal to fruition on 
Sydney’s Northern Beaches.

With the strategic marriage of 
Richard’s son Darren to Peter’s 
daughter Elizabeth, observers 
speculate an alliance has been 
formed that will promote the work 
of the gospel on the peninsula.

Congratulations to Darren 
and Elizabeth, who when asked 
about such speculations simply 
smiled...

Drive-thru church still a w inner after five years
B Y  R i c h a r d  J a m e s

It’s just over five years since the 
world’s first drive-thru church 
(DTC) was bom at St David’s, 
Forestville. Making the front 
page of The Sydney Morning 
Herald, a lead story for Channel 
Nine News, and numerous radio 
stations, what has become of this 
oddity now?

In the week before Easter 
School holidays, volunteers with 
signs, smiles and waves lined 
Warringah Road for their Easter 
DTC. The result? As always the 
volunteers, up to 40 people over 
three mornings, reported a won­
derful reception by the drivers.

“Most smile or toot their horn, 
they wave back and flash their 
lights,” Ros Thompson said. 
“This is my first DTC and it is fan­
tastic, everyone is so friendly. I 
am having a blast!”

Placement of DTC before 
Christmas and Easter has proved 
very strategic. Not only does it 
give the church a context for hand­
ing out tapes and CDs, but the 
initiative has also resulted in a 
higher percentage of visitors at 
Easter and Christmas. Many visi-

tors, when asked why they came 
to St David’s, sight the impact of 
the DTC. As advertising for the 
church it is priceless.

Over the years a number of 
other churches have tried their 
hand. St Paul’s, Chatswood, has 
taken up the idea and mastered 
it. At the top of Fuller’s Road out­
side their church, peak hour traf­
fic comes to a stand still for min­
utes at a time. Their volunteers 
walk between the cars giving out 
tapes and Easter eggs or Christ­
mas cake.

When asked how many tapes 
they gave away, rector, the Rev 
Ray Robinson estimated the 
highest amount was around 1400.

“The response is always very 
positive,” comments Mr 
Robinson, “and we always seem 
to get a positive write up in the 
local newspaper.”

Will DTC continue at St 
David’s? Absolutely. Consider 
that as literally thousands of cars 
drive by, they see Christians 
happy and friendly, with signs 
stating their love of Jesus. The 
impact is immeasurable. As Alan 
Campbell, one of the volunteers 
on the road, said, “I doubt a sin-

gle car would go by without the 
occupants discussing what they 
see -  it is just that impressive.” 

Recently, a couple of trends 
have developed. First, traffic has 
become both more congested 
and faster -  especially with re­
cent changes to traffic conditions 
-  which makes pulling up into the 
church drive a somewhat fright­
ening task for most. Those who 
do come in really have to plan to 
well before they arrive. (A group 
of intercessors in the church not 
only pray for the drivers, but also 
for God’s protection from acci­

dents -  to this day there have 
been no incidents, thank God!)

Secondly, CDs now well out­
strip tapes in popularity.

Overall a ‘crazy’ idea has been 
greatly used by God. Not just by 
the number of tapes given away 
but by the number of people who 
see the outreach and are moved. 
It would be fair to say that DTC 
is held in high regard by those in 
the broader community -  an en­
couraging endorsement for a lo­
cal church, especially as St 
David’s tries new ways to reach 
the untouched.

Reaching the 
‘strangers’ w ho  
use your church
St Chad’s, Putney is a small but 
healthy church on Sundays. Dur­
ing the week, however, it is much 
bigger. The church hall is used 
by eight non-church groups, 
such as playgroups, aerobics 
classes and a computer club.

These groups have almost no 
contact with the Sunday congre­
gations. A number of Christians 
from St Chad’s attend the vari­
ous groups during the week, but 
simply as participants.

So how might a local church 
build a closer relationship with 
those who use their property?

The Rev Andrew Burr, rector 
of Putney, says the church de­
cided to hold a special Thanks­
giving Service. “We invited all the 
groups to come to church and 
lunch in November, so we could 
say ‘thanks’ for their using our 
property,” he says.

The service was planned as 
an ‘all-age’ service, with easy 
songs, a short sermon on God’s 
grace, a video clip, and a barbe­
cue lunch with a jumping castle. 
Mr Burr wrote to the groups two 
months before, then visited with 
advertising brochures two to 
three weeks before the event. He 
also urged his congregations to 
be there in strength to provide a 
warm welcome.

With only three people from 
the groups coming, Mr Burr ad­
mits he hoped more ‘outsiders’ 
would come. But he believes the 
day was worthwhile.

“My feeling is that the event 
has opened up the relationship 
we have with the groups that rent 
our hall,” he said. “We have since 
been able to visit the playgroups 
to run puppet shows.”

Mr Burr said the event has 
encouraged the church to work 
harder and think creatively about 
how to reach their local commu­
nity. “We will try this idea again 
but might change the name away 
from the American sounding 
‘Thanksgiving Service’ and work 
harder at having contact with the 
groups during the year,” he said.
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W hen H any met Bany truth w on
B Y  J i l l  W r a t h a l l

Some say, ‘debates are only 
worthwhile if there’s a clear win­
ner’, but St Paul’s, Seaforth disa­
grees.

Trusting that God would re­
veal the truth within the hearts of 
listeners, St Paul’s organised a de­
bate with no intention of declar­
ing a winner. It was an experiment 
that appears to have paid off

Held in the auditorium of St 
Paul’s, Seaforth in October 2002, 
the debate, on the topic ‘God is 
Just’, was between Dr Barry 
Newman, scientist and theolo­
gian, and Harry Edwards, former 
chief investigator of paranormal 
claims for Australian Skeptics.

Thanks to front-page cover­
age three days earlier in The 
Manly Daily, the church hall was 
packed with a large cross-section 
of the northern beaches popula­
tion intrigued by this topic. It was 
clear that it had a particular rel­
evance given the general state of 
world affairs, post September 11.

As the proposition ‘God is 
just’ was argued, the entire audi­
ence was glued to their seats. The 
evening was conducted in good 
humour and with great passion.

Dr Newman led off, making 
the assumption that his oppo­
nent did agree that God exists. 
Barry defined who this God is, 
what justice is and how the Bible 
and life’s experience proves

Christians ‘warm and w elcom ing’
■ WP

“I took part in a debate at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Seaforth 
opposing the proposition that ‘God is Jusf. More than 200 people 
attended.

------- titaflS  r Prepared to experience a hostile reception In a venue foreign
p h i  to an atheist, I was pleasantly surprised at the cordial reception for

myself and,,my presentation.
Having castigated their God, portraying him as a tyrannical 

and merciless despot, feedback after the debate was positive 
and without bias. I left the meeting imbued with a new 
understanding of Christian tolerance; Congratulations rector 
Colin Sheehan» for organising such an enjoyable evening and 
best wishes to all,who attended. Let’s do it again.”

God’s justice.
Mr Edwards, from Australian 

Skeptics, followed with flare and 
finesse. Although an atheist, for 
the purpose of the debate he was 
willing to concede the crucial 
point of God’s existence and pro­
ceeded to argue against Barry’s 
claims, taking quotes from the

Bible that he believed suggested 
God could not be described as 
‘just’. “What kind of God allows 
his son to die on a Roman cross?” 
Barry later responded that it is the 
God who takes our sin so seri­
ously.

Both men received thunder­
ous applause. Question time fol­
lowed, facilitated with great skill 
by Balgowlah Boys’ High School

Principal, Mr Frank Pikardt.
The opportunity to raise 

issues openly and respect­
fully was welcomed by all 
who came. In fact, it 
prompted Harry Edwards 
to write a letter to the edi­
tor of The Manly Daily 

the following week to thank Mr 
Sheehan for the warm welcome 
he received. Many non-believers 
commented on how surprised 
they were that Christians could 
allow this kind of debate without 
feeling that they had to have the 
last say.

St Paul’s believe they gained 
community respect through this 
avenue of open debate, with most 
who came to the debate com­
pletely unknown to the St Paul’s

Harry Edwards 
 ̂ iletter to Man/yOa//y editor

membership. The debate has 
done much to raise the profile of 
St Paul’s, Seaforth and church 
members were genuinely sur­
prised and delighted by the 
crowd that attended. So much so 
they have continued to think 
creatively about how to proclaim 
Jesus Christ to such an audience.

It was an experiment that 
seemed to work. People came; 
they stopped and they listened 
to the gospel presented in an 
unusual way.

Currently St Paul’s has plans 
for a cultural weekend, inspired 
by St Swithun’s, Pymble (previ­
ously reported in SC). This will 
include an art exhibition and a 
speaker who can weave a gospel 
message into a focus on the arts.

»
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EQUIP resources for training

Learning to build things that last
Paul Sanders gave up the job of his dreams to train for youth and children’s ministry at Youthworks College 
in Sydney. But despite the sacrifice, he has no regrets and says he is totally dedicated to ministry.

I
t is often said, ‘Once a surfer, 
always a surfer’. But, these 
days, Paul Sanders is focus­

ing more on human souls than 
huge swells.

The 23-year-old is on a mis­
sion to reach young people with 
the news that Jesus saves. News 
that turned his life around just five 
years ago.

After leaving school in Year 
10, Paul took on his dream job, 
landscape gardening along Syd­
ney’s northern beaches. Being 
outdoors -  and not far from the 
su rf-  was, for him, the ideal way 
to spend his days.

But while he was enjoying 
his dream lifestyle, Paul began 
wondering about the big ques­
tions of life. He started going to 
church with his brother and 
spending time on the water with 
Christian Surfers. It was through 
one of those surfers that Paul 
came to understand Jesus’ sacri­
fice, his death and resurrection, 
and accepted God’s grace.

Paul knew a lot of the local 
kids from surfing and wanted to 
keep in contact with them during 
the week in an environment 
where he could share his faith. 
So he volunteered to teach scrip­
ture at Balgowlah Boys’ High 
School. He admits it was a chal­
lenge but says it was an incred­
ible opportunity to tell them 
about Jesus.

Paul was also preparing and 
saving for a big trip. He was plan­
ning to travel around Australia in 
a troop carrier that he’d bought 
especially for the adventure. But 
his life took a U-tum. Instead, 
Paul went down a road that would

Last year’s graduating class from Youthworks College at Loftus. Paul Sanders, fourth from the left, 
is now working full-time at St Mark’s, West Wollongong after graduating from the College.

lead him to full-time ministry to 
young people. Enrolling in 
Youthworks College, he sold his 
four-wheel drive to pay for tui­
tion, and embarked on a very dif­
ferent kind of adventure. “The 
fact that I gave up something I 
loved (landscape gardening) to 
go to College, shows you how 
important it was,” Paul says.

And does he have any re­
grets? No. “God’s plan is perfect.”

When Paul drove onto the 
college grounds at Loftus, on the 
southern edge of Sydney, to start

youthworks college

■  T h e  R ev  G raham  Stanton is D e a n  o f the College, located a t 

Loftus in S yd n ey ’s south

■  T h e  only specialist training co lleg e  fo r ch ildren’s and youth  

m inistry  in Australia

■  S p ec ia lises  in the a re a s  o f ch ild ren ’s  ministry, youth m inis­
try, C hristian  education, Christian o u td oor education and youth  

evangelism

■  S tu d en ts  gain practical e x p e rie n c e  by being involved with 

m inistry  in a  local church w h ile  th e y  co m p le te  their studies

Bringing hope to life
A  public health network w ith care reflecting Christian values

H o p e  Healthcare offers specialised palliative 

care fo r those dealing w ith progressive, 

incurable life threatening illness, rehabilitation 

fo r those recovering from  traumatic illness or 

injury, mental health care fo r the aged, 

dementia and com m unity services.

Your support w ill help us bring hope to  life.

HOPE
HEALTHCAKE

his studying he had already com­
mitted fully to giving ministry a 
go. Although, the Youthworks 
College’s setting, on 38 hectares 
of bushland, was a big pull.

He describes the location as 
‘awesome’. With creek frontage 
and an outdoor chapel, it is a 
unique place to study and grow. 
“I t’s a great environment to 
learn,” says Paul. “Not only from 
the lectures, but also the other 
students, sharing.”

For two years, Paul was

pushed to think about Christian 
issues and ministering to young 
people in a new light. And, when 
the academic reqirements were a 
challenge, he was supported and 
encouraged by lecturers who 
make it a priority to spend time 
with their students.

W i

;
Tth the Diploma of The­
ology having just two 
days a week of face-to- 

face time on the college campus, 
Paul was able to continue his

Scripture teaching at Balgowlah 
and also work part time with kids 
at St Matthew’s, Manly.

Alongside learning how to 
m inister to young people, 
Youthworks College also intro­
duced Paul to one of the biggest 
direction changers in his life. Her 
name is Melinda Hood.

Melinda was the cook at 
Youthworks College when Paul 
was studying there. He says he 
‘checked her out’ for eight 
months before asking her out. 
And now they’re engaged to be 
married in September this year.

By the time Paul finished Col­
lege at the end of last year, he 
says he didn’t particularly want 
a job and he certainly wasn’t 
looking. But, ministers started 
calling him and offering him work, 
knowing that he was finishing the 
respected Youthworks College 
course.

Paul was still hankering to get 
back to the creativity of land­
scape gardening, but, at his par­
ents’ encouraging, he decided to 
put his education at the College 
into practice full-time, accepting 
a position as youth minister at St 
M ark’s, West Wollongong in 
January this year. Although Paul 
has no regrets about going into 
full-time ministry to youth, he 
does admit he misses ‘building 
things’.

These days, Paul is minister­
ing directly to about 20 kids and 
15 university students at the 
church, along with any other 
young people who are willing to 
listen to him share the good news 
of Jesus. “I’m confident this is 
where God wants me to go and 
h e’s given me the gifts to go 
about it,” he says.

Already, 2003 has been a big 
year for Paul. He’s moved out of 
home for the first time, started full­
time ministry and is getting mar­
ried. But he’s looking forward to 
even bigger things to come. He 
says he’s totally dedicated to min­
istry, particularly to young peo­
ple, in whatever form that may 
take -  whether it be overseas or 
on home soil.

ABN 72 074 354 028

PO Box 42 W ahroonga NSW  2076 

Tel (02) 9488 2275 Fax (02) 9488 2289 

www.hopehealthcare.com.au

A m in is try  o f the A nglican D eacon ess In s t itu t io n  Sydney

NERINGAH • GREENWICH 

GRAYTHW AITE • BRAESIDE

YE S ! Here is my gift to Hope Healthcare’s Appeal: $__________

n  I enclose a cheque/ money order for the amount shown OR  

I I Please charge my Q  Bankcard HD Visa Q  Mastercard

Signature_

Name___

Address_

State____

, Expiry date.

Postcode D O N A T IO N S  ARE T A X  DEDUCTIBLE

Arundel House
Accommodation for Female Students

Would you like to live in a genuinely caring Christian community where 
you have plenty of people around, as well as your own space? 

W ant to be in walking distance to Sydney Uni, UTS and public transport? 

Would you like to have someone cook and clean for you?
Would you like a phone and internet access in your bedroom? 

Would you like to pay very affordable board?

For more information or to apply, please contact 
The Director 

A ru n d e l House  
29 Arundel Street 
Forest Lodge 
N S W  2037  
Ph: 02  9660 4881 

enquiries@arundelhouse.asn.au 
or check out our website: www.arundelhouse.asn.au

Dinner Plain, 
10min/10km from 
Mount Hotham, 

Victoria

Enjoy unique Alpine Village  
above the snowline for your 
next ski holiday.

1 X 22 bed lodge 
1 x 1 2  bed lodge

Priced from $30 per person 
per night (full occupancy/ 
min 2 night stay - Winter)

For more details phone Bruce 
(H) (AH) 02 9533 1486 
or (Mob) 0401 695 497
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New Nats leader looks 
to honour God first
LIZ HOGARTH asks Andrew Stoner, the new National Party 
leader in NSW, about the role his faith plays in his politics

I
n the wake of the recent NSW 
Elections, State National 
Party MPs chose a new leader 

who, apart from being committed 
to the needs of rural and regional 
voters, is a man with a vibrant 
Christian faith.

An active member of the 
Christian Outreach Centre in Port 
Macquarie, Andrew Stoner, 43, 
has never hidden his beliefs and 
chose to thank God in his maiden 
speech to Parliament after the 
1999 election.

“My faith has put into me cer­
tain principles that I am not happy 
to compromise on,” he says. 
“And I guess in my time in Parlia­
ment, that’s come out in debates 
on issues like drugs, family, the 
importance of marriage and so on. 
There are also pagan doctrines, 
such as atheism, that I just feel it 
is important to make a stand on.” 

However, Mr Stoner does not 
believe that his views will cause 
a seismic shift in National Party 
policy. “When I joined the Na­
tional Party I checked out its 
motto, which is ‘Honour to God, 
loyalty to the Crown and justice 
for air,” he says. “I felt very com­
fortable with that and in my time 
in the National Party I have seen 
that motto has been pretty well 
applied. So I don’t think it is go­
ing to be a radical departure in 
policy, though I may be stronger 
on faith than some of my col­
leagues.”

His heightened profile will 
also not change his attitude to 
talking about his faith in the pub­
lic arena. “I don’t advertise my 
faith because I don’t want to put 
myself in a position where I might 
let Christ down,” he says. “I find 
it hard to live up to that mantle. I 
appreciate how difficult it must 
be for church leaders and for my 
Christian Democrat brothers, 
Fred Nile and Gordon Moyes. 
They have huge expectations on 
them because they clearly repre­
sent Christianity in politics.” 

This partly explains why he 
originally decided to join the Na­
tional Party rather than the Chris­
tian Democrats, though the over­
whelming reason was, he says, 
his passionate commitment to 
creating opportunities for coun­
try people and their families. “It 
was a better fit for the overall me,” 
he comments.

Apart from his strong politi­
cal convictions, and his faith, 
Andrew Stoner is also an avid 
sports fan. He enjoys golf, ten­
nis, jogging, football and motor 
sport, making his selection as the 
Coalition’s spokesman on sport 
over the past year a natural 
choice. He is also a keen surfer 
and has some of the State’s most 
beautiful coastline within his elec­
torate of Oxley on the mid-North 
Coast.

He is married to Cathy, due to 
give birth to their sixth child at 
time of going to press, and the 
family live on a hobby farm a 
short drive from Wauchope.

facts
Name: Andrew Stoner

Position: NSW  National Party 
leader

Age: 43

Hometown: Wauchope 

Married: Cathy

Children: Stephen, 20, Beau,
15, Gemma, 12, Abbie, 5, 
Annalise, 3 (and sixth on way)

Their children are Stephen, 20, 
Beau, 15, Gemma, 12, Abbie, 5 
and Annalise, 3.

Looking back on his own 
childhood, he claims he had a ‘tra­
ditional Christian upbringing’. 
His father was a Presbyterian and 
his mother an Anglican. The fam­
ily attended a Presbyterian 
church in Brisbane and the 
young Andrew was involved in 
Boys’ Brigade, but drifted away 
from his faith as a teenager. His 
relationship with God was finally 
restored in the late eighties, when 
he and his wife realised they had 
a spiritual void in their lives.

“Cathy and I were witnessed 
to by her brother and his wife,” 
he says. “They had had a really 
radical turnaround and we could 
see such a joy and peace in their 
lives.” On coming to faith the 
couple started to attend a Chris­
tian Outreach Centre (COC) in 
Queensland and transferred to a 
similar Centre in Port Macquarie 
eight years ago.

“There are about 300 people 
in church on a Sunday morning,” 
he says. “We have a band instead 
of an organ and it’s pretty ‘rocky’ 
and contemporary. There are a lot 
of young people, which I guess 
is why we went there in the first 
place.”

Before becoming an MP, Mr 
Stoner was a Children’s Church 
leader at Port Macquarie COC, as 
well as holding down high-pow­
ered positions in property devel­
opment, recruitment and training. 
Educated in Brisbane, he left uni­
versity with a Master of Business 
Administration, after having 
achieved first class honours.

T
his is all a long way away 
from the murky world of 
politics, with its reputation 

for secret deals and overweening 
ambition. And the new National 
Party leader does not shy away 
from acknowledging that politi­
cal infighting and posturing can 
pose problems for the committed 
Christian.

“It is an area where there is a 
lot of ambition, and that can 
present a dilemma,” he says. 
“But, believe it not, I have not 
been strongly ambitious. I have 
just done the job to the best of 
my ability and the opportunities 
have come as a result.”

He claims to have been ‘lucky’ 
in that he has never been in­
volved in an ugly pre-selection 
battle or been required to take

advantage, or climb over some­
one, to achieve his objectives. 
“I’ve had to compete strongly, 
but fairly, to rise in the political 
ranks,” he says, revealing some 
grit behind the affable exterior.

His own ambitions may be un­
der control, but as leader he now 
has to deal with the hopes and 
aspirations o f his colleagues. 
“Recently I had to decide upon 
the shadow ministry for the Na­
tional Party and I did have to take 
some very tough decisions,” he 
says. “I did feel compassion for 
those who were disappointed, 
but I also feel a lot of responsibil­
ity for the future of this party.”

Prayer -  not every politician’s 
first weapon -  helps him make 
these tough decisions as well as 
helping him through the stress of 
election campaigns and tense 
Parliamentary debates. It also 
helps him in dealing with the 
problems of an electorate who 
have the lowest family income 
levels and among the highest un­
employment rates in NSW.

“I turn to God to help me to 
help my constituents,” he says. 
“You need wisdom and compas­
sion and you need a servant’s 
heart to do that. I think in a coun­
try electorate if you were all about 
personal ambition or position or 
status you really couldn’t do the 
job.”

Though he is keen to avoid 
gaining any sort of political ad­
vantage from being known as a 
committed Christian, Mr Stoner 
thinks most people do view it in a 
positive way. “The majority of 
people are good and decent and 
they want their representatives to 
represent high standards of de­
cency, honesty and integrity,” he

says. “And thankfully people do 
still associate that with Christi­
anity.”

This is a man who undoubt­
edly possesses these qualities of 
decency, honesty and integrity. 
But whether they, and his other 
abilities, will be enough to revive 
a party that has been on a sur­
vival path in recent years rather 
than a road to government, re­
mains to be seen. However, it’s 
heartening to know that, even if 
the chips are down in the battles 
ahead, the fledgling leader does

not plan to resort to political skul­
duggery.

“At the end of the day in poli­
tics, if you try to get yourself 
ahead by pulling someone else 
down, that will backfire on you,” 
he says. “You reap what you sow. 
Whereas if you try and walk the 
walk, and not just talk the talk, 
then people will support you 
whether it be your parliamentary 
colleagues or the electorate.”

Doubtless his colleagues in 
the National Party hope he’s 
right.
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CLASSIFIEDS
G R A VESITES  A N D  N ICHES  
A V A IL A B L E : in the Historic 
Churchyard of St Mary's Anglican 
Church, Denham Court in 
Sydney's south west. For details 
please contact (02) 4625-6103. 
HOUSESITTERS: We are a young 
employed Christian couple seeking 
Housesitting opportunities in 
Sydney. Pets and gardens 
welcome. References available. Ph 
9653-1790, mob 0428 250 814.

HOLIDAY
LETTINGS

HO LIDAY ACCOMMODATION -  
W E N T W O R T H  FALLS: Large 
com fortable home, suitable 2 
families/small groups. Available 
w eekly/w eekends. Reasonable 
rates. Enquiries (02) 9627-1850. 
S Y D N E Y  CBD LUXURY  
FURNISHED APARTMENT: great 
harbour views, 2 bedrooms, plus 
swimming pool, parking. 
A vailab le  for single night or 
longer bookings. Ph 0410 471 504 
or (02) 4739 1504. 
W A TE R FR O N T H O LID A Y  
H O USE AT W OY WOY: Luxury 
fully equipped 3 br house with 
je tty  availab le  for holiday and 
weekend rental. Sleeps up to 7. 
Phone 0410 471 504, or (02) 4739 
1504, or (02) 9609 1479 for more 
details.
NO O SA: Stylish 2 brm townhouse 
by river & cafes, rc aircon, htd pool/ 
spa, tennis, bbq, modem facilities, 
videos, linen. $455pw - off peak. 
07 3289 7178.
ACCO M M O DATIO N AVAILABLE 
G ER R IN G O N G : 100m to beach, 
country-styled cottage, divided 
into 2 flats, each sleeps up to 5, 
clean modern facilities, ph; 02 
9484 2869.
A C C O M M O D A T IO N  K IA M A :
Holiday lettings - 2 b’room 
security unit; opp beach. All mod 
cons; accommodates 5. Tel: (02) 
9579-4573 .
BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY HOUSE:
divided into 2 flats at Gerroa (near 
Kiam a). Uninterrupted ocean & 
beach views. 500 metres to 
beach. (02 ) 4233-1331, if
unanswered 0407 912 169. 
N O O S A : luxury 3 BR waterfront 
unit, 17m heated pool, spa. 
Beautifu l N facing river views 
R/C AC. No stairs, walk shops, 
restaurants. From $500 pw. 
Ph 02 6331-9804 after 8pm.
THE EN TR A N C E: 2 brm unit, 
modern facilities, security bldg 
& garage, pool, spa, 1/2 size 
tennis court, 2 blocks from beach 
& shops, very reasonable 
tariffs - 331/3% off normal tariffs. 
Call Jackie Stoneman/Jacinth  
M yles 9713 -805 9  or email 
staabbotsford@hotmail.com  
M Y A LL LAKES COTTAGE, 
FA R M STA Y - ideal for family 
groups - 2 double brms plus 4 bed 
dorm . internet www.myall- 
lakes.com  email tony@myall- 
lakes.com or ring 0428 976200.

Bungarra Cottage 
Jindabyne

Situated on 25 acres, 3 km past 
Jindabyne on the Barry Way, 
Bungarra Cottage is a 10 year 
old double brick duplex cottage. 
Suitable for families, church and 
youth groups etc up to about 10- 
15 people. Or combine both units 
for 25  people, 3 or 5 bedrooms, 
2 bathroom s, laundry. G reat 
setting and location.

Contact Brad 02 9718 6822

RELATIONSHIP
PRO G RAM M ES
M arriag e  Enrichm ent

Seminars & Weekends

G ro w in g  Together
For engaged couples 

Seminars & Weekends 

Venues all over the 

Sydney Diocese

CSanglicare

B ookings & Brochures 

Te lephone 9895 8054

The killing game
ARCHBISHOP PETER JENSEN argues that euthanasia can never be voluntary.

V
oluntary euthanasia is the 
unfinished business of 
the moral revolution of 

the mid-20th century. In the name 
of individual freedom, censorship 
of pornography was rejected; 
abortion on demand was insti­
tuted; and the nature of marriage 
was changed.

In the 1960s and 1970s there 
also began agitation for volun­
tary euthanasia or assisted sui­
cide to become lawful in Australia. 
Suicide itself was decriminalised 
during the period, athough it re­
mains a crime to assist someone 
else to commit suicide. Voluntary 
euthanasia presupposes a right 
to suicide. Hence some people 
prefer to call it ‘assisted suicide’.

The continued rejection by 
Federal and State governments of 
voluntary euthanasia legislation 
is, at first sight, extremely puz­
zling. Opinion polls suggest a 
considerable public acceptance 
of this idea. The politician who is 
prepared to make this part of his 
or her stated policies would al­
most certainly gain considerable 
support. There have been televi­
sion documentaries offering fa­
vourable support, and even at the 
level of popular television dramas 
the issues have been canvassed 
sympathetically.

In speaking of voluntary eu­
thanasia we are not directly ad­
dressing those agonising deci­
sions about the end of life which 
so frequently face the medical 
profession. Indeed there are le­
gitimate choices about palliative 
care which may as a side-effect, 
so to speak, shorten the dying 
process. Someone has to make 
these decisions; we feel that 
there ought to be rational and ethi­
cal grounds for making them.

Little as I know about the 
practice of medicine, allow me to 
express my deep sympathy with 
those who have the daily respon­
sibility for making such signifi­
cant choices. We expect you to 
show wisdom, justice and com­
passion, but we find it as hard as 
you do to determine what should 
be done in concrete cases.

I well remember being asked 
by a women if she should let her 
husband die when, from the point 
of view of the medical profession, 
all hope had passed without he­
roic surgical effort, and even then 
only a vegetative life was the best 
possible outcome. Accompanied 
by a professional Christian ethi- 
cist 1 sat and thought about this 
real problem and concluded that 
either decision was morally justi­
fiable. This apparently vague

Social

Greens leader Ian Cohen is expected to lead the push for euthanasia in the next parliamentary term.

N ew  push for euthanasia in  NSW

E
uthanasia is the most con­
troversial issue flagged for 

' the upcoming term of NSW 
Parliament.

In 2002 the Rights of the Ter­
minally 111 Bill, introduced by 
NSW Greens leader Ian Cohen, 
was defeated. However far from 
backing down from their 
euthansia stance, it was one of 
the Greens leading policies in the 
recent NSW election campaign.

“The Greens NSW are com­
mitted to the proposition that in­
dividuals have a right to choose 
to die with dignity, to bring an 
end to the pain and suffering they 
may endure on their death-bed,” 
they announced prior to the elec­
tion.

Mersina Soulos, well-known 
advocate for cross-cultural min-

conclusion did not help the lady 
in question; she determined that 
her husband should live -  to the 
surprise of the doctor and her two 
ethical advisers. Her husband has 
survived and has returned to a 
very significant level of human 
interaction.

T;
Ihe case in favour of volun­
tary euthanasia is power­
ful, clear and simple. It con­

sists of two parts. First there is 
the relief of suffering. When 
faced with the suffering, mental 
or physical, of the terminally ill, 
and when faced with the pros­
pect or the actuality of our own 
suffering, we determine to pre­
vent it. We do not allow fatally ill 
animals to suffer; why should we 
stand by and see humans go 
through pain for no good pur­
pose? Compassion should move

o k :
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Looking for a Professional 
Christian Counsellor?

The ARC supports and promotes counselling by professionally trained 

counsellors who seek to integrate Christian faith and practice. They 
work under strict ethical guidelines and are all committed Christians. 
The ARC is a constituent member organisation of the Rsychotherapy 
and Counselling Federation of Australia (RACFA).

The APC refers enquirers to local counsellors in many locations 
throughout Sydney, Penrith, Blue Mountains, Southern Highlands 
and Wollongong.

w w w .ap c .as n .au

istry within Sydney Diocese, ran 
as a member for the Greens party 
in the seat of Drummoyne. Al­
though personally she does not 
endorse euthanasia, she accepts 
the Greens policy.

“I stand for and agree with the 
individual right to choose, but on 
a personal level and as a Chris­
tian I don’t agree with euthana­
sia,” she said. “Voluntary eutha­
nasia is a deeply held conviction 
by many in the community and 
the Greens represent those peo­
ple’s voice.”

Ms Soulos’ interest in envi­
ronmental issues began after her 
daughter was diagnosed with 
asthma caused by industrial pol­
lution in her local area. This led 
her to become active in the local 
Green movement, though at times

us to allow this for others even if 
we do not allow it for ourselves.

Secondly, there is the rights 
of the individual. Where a per­
son is of a sufficient age to take 
responsibility, and where the per­
son’s reason is sound, they must 
have the right to make their own 
choice about their life. Others 
must not make this choice for 
them. That is why we speak of 
voluntary euthanasia.

On its own, the original mean­
ing of ‘euthanasia’ is that of a 
good death, or as we may say ‘a 
death with dignity’. To add the 
word ‘voluntary’ is to insist that 
the choice for such a death must 
be mine alone. If others deny me 
that choice and kill me without 
my permission, even if they think 
that it is in my best interests, they 
deprive me of my rights. As well, 
however, if others deny me that 
choice and refiise to allow me or 
assist me to take my own life, they 
too deny me my rights.

Despite these arguments, ac­
ceptance of voluntary euthana­
sia would be very dangerous in­
deed, and would change the na­
ture of the health care profes­
sions. There are a number of 
problems with the proposal, but 
the difficulty 1 want to address is 
this: we cannot tmly talk of eu­
thanasia being voluntary.

1 realise talk of individual 
rights has become very persua­
sive in the contemporary world.

she finds the Greens’ policies dif­
ficult.

“I am a Bible-believing Chris­
tian first so I struggle with some 
of the issues, but on the whole 
the environmental degradation 
we’re suffering cannot remain 
unaddressed. I feel a great weight 
of social responsibility which I 
don’t see being addressed by the 
Anglican Church,” she said.

The Rev Dr Gordon Moyes, 
Christian Democratic Party mem­
ber of the upper house remains 
categorically opposed to eutha­
nasia and is committed to fight­
ing any moves by the Greens to 
push it through Parliament. “We 
must place our resources into pal­
liative care, pain control and sup­
porting the dignity of the frail and 
terminally ill,” he said.

It seems to be fundamental to the 
way we think and view each other 
and ourselves. But it is worth 
noting that this is not the only 
possible way of viewing the 
world. There is really a clash of 
philosophies here. The triumph 
of the individualistic philosophy 
is at the expense of what may be 
called ‘relational philosophy’. 
Your choice about voluntary eu­
thanasia may well depend upon 
whether you favour an individu­
alistic or a relational philosophy.

By introducing the word ‘vol­
untary’, advocates of assisted 
suicide are making the point that 
euthanasia can only be morally 
justified when it is agreed to by 
the subject, when a mature and 
balanced individual is making the 
decision for himself or herself

The word ‘voluntary’ sug­
gests we are taking personal re­
sponsibility, unaffected by inter­
nal factors that would distort the 
thinking process or external fac­
tors such as the manipulation of 
others. Many advocates of vol­
untary euthanasia recognise, 
therefore, that suicide is not just 
the province of the terminally ill. 
Such responsibility is able to be 
exercised by people of all ages 
(from adolescence onwards) and 
in all states of health. That is to 
say, a person may be able to com­
mit voluntary euthanasia before 
they grow sick or elderly.

continued page 17
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L
et’s start by thinking about 
suicide itself. Do we have 
a right to take our own 

lives? Suicides used to be totally 
condemned and victims buried in 
unconsecrated ground. Today we 
have a far greater sympathy with 
those who take their lives, and 
recognise that such an act is eas­
ily done at a time of immense 
stress or by people who are men­
tally ill. Nonetheless, in general 
terms no responsible person ad­
vocates suicide or sees the sui­
cide rate as anything but tragic. 
Do we really want to say that sui­
cide is an individual’s right?

Most of us agree that one of 
the great tests of morality is of 
love for others. Christ’s com­
mand, ‘You must love your neigh­
bour as yourself’ is the rule of 
morality widely accepted, if not 
practised. In a contemporary 
world, our emphasis on human 
freedom and our determination to 
act as independent agents means 
that we think of suicide as a 
purely individual action.

In fact there are few suicides 
which do not have a major impact 
on others. The death of a loved 
person is always sad, but there is 
a special grief associated with 
suicide, a grief followed by feel­
ings of guilt, despair and help­
lessness. In a profound sense, 
suicide touches the lives of any­
one who loves the victim. It is a 
declaration that I have nothing 
more to give you and you can 
receive nothing from me. We can 
come to understand this tragedy 
if there is a question of mental 
illness. It is very hard to accept 
the verdict of an otherwise sane

person who chooses to leave our 
relationship in this way, even un­
der conditions of extreme illness.

When we talk about volun­
tary euthanasia, we are usually 
thinking of assisted suicide. In 
order for the suicide to be suc­
cessful and not botched, advice 
is given, and others may have to 
enter into the actual administra­
tion. Advocates for voluntary eu­
thanasia, aware of the possible 
abuses of euthanasia, insist on 
elaborate legal precautions.

In short, my suicide is never 
a decision for myself alone, but 
is one in which the community as 
a whole is deeply affected. This 
will be particularly clear if the 
community ever introduces as­
sisted suicide. By making it legal 
we will have taken a step towards 
‘normalising’ suicide - making it 
justifiable, dependant only on the 
choice of the individual. Is that a 
good message to send?

We are not mere individuals. 
We always need, and involve, 
others, which brings us to the 
nub of the problem; the clash be­
tween the individualistic and the 
relational philosophies of life.

C
an euthanasia be volun 
tary? Most advocates 
agree that we are looking 

for mature, balanced and inde­
pendent people to make the deci­
sion to commit suicide in this way. 
It has to be a high test because 
the issue is literally life and death. 
As I have already indicated, con­
sistent voluntary euthanasia ad­
vocates will not restrict voluntary 
euthanasia to those who are at 
present suffering. They want it

to be available at all stages of life 
and in whatever health the per­
son is. We have already had one 
case in Australia of an otherwise 
healthy elderly person taking her 
life because she was tired of it. 
There is no reason, in theory, why 
young teenage men should not 
be justified in making the same 
decision and in seeking help to 
do it. And yet, 1 think that most 
of us believe it is not right for us 
to provide or encourage suicide 
in such a broad way.

The problem, of course, is in 
establishing that a really sick per­
son is sufficiently mature, bal-

way of love is to provide the best 
palliative care and to surround the 
elderly and especially the termi­
nally ill with the best and most 
compassionate care that we can 
provide. My fear is that the ad­
vent of voluntary euthanasia will 
end with us seeing the elderly, the 
incapacitated and long-term pa­
tients as burdensome. Indeed, I 
am told that some of the early 
evidence from the Netherlands 
showed doetors taking decisions 
about life and death into their own 
hands. The very ethos created by 
voluntary euthanasia will make it 
hard to respect the alleged vol­
untary aspect of it.

B
ut there is a more profound 
question. To what extent 
do any of us make com­

pletely voluntary decisions in the 
sense needed for voluntary eu­
thanasia to be moral? Despite our 
society’s belief that we are, 
above all, individuals, the fact of 
the matter is that human beings 
are communal creatures and un­
derstand ourselves in the light of 
what others think about us.

The question of whether a 
patient wants voluntary euthana­
sia cannot, therefore, be settled 
by the patient making an inde­
pendent decision. Such cases 
may perhaps occur, but they will 
become rarer as time goes on. It 
will be settled in case after case 
by what the patient thinks others 
want him or her to do.

The patient endures a con­
stant sense of helplessness 
within the hospital system. The 
patient depends upon their doc­
tor, and will want to know whether 
the doctor thinks it is time for 
them to exit. Further, it is a notori­
ous fact that patients frequently 
misunderstand what doctors tell 
them. The fault may lie with the 
poor communication skills of the 
doctor, or the stress and sense of 
helplessness of the patient. But 
the most intelligent patients fre­
quently misunderstand the real­
ity of their situation. All the more 
is this the case when a disease is 
potentially or actually fatal.

The death of a patient, how­
ever elderly, has very significant 
consequences in family life. It is 
frequently a turning point. The 
burden of looking after an elderly 
relative is now finished; an es­
tate, perhaps a very rich estate, 
will now be divided. The patient 
is looking for advice and help 
about what they should do from 
the very people who will be most

C R O S s re fe re n c e

sion, so long regarded as a life- 
giving force in the community, will 
become deliverers of death. The 
patient will never be able to be 
sure whether the advice given by 
his or her doctor is activated by 
the interests of the patient or the 
needs of the system.

I conclude with two experi­
ences. The first is observing 
the death from cancer of my 

own mother. 1 knew of her indomi­
table will to live even to the end 
despite the suffering. 1 knew also 
that if one of us as members of 
her family had ever said to her 
that we would like her to go, in 
order that we did not suffer from 
her sufferings, she would have 
volunteered to exit earlier. Indeed 
we would not have had to say 
anything; a hint from us plus a 
system in which assisted suicide 
was a possibility, and she would 
have demanded her own death, 
hiding her true feelings from us. 
Her so-called voluntary euthana­
sia would have arisen from the 
manipulation of her family.

The second experience is that 
of being a Christian. The Bible 
clearly endorses the relational 
rather than the individualistic 
idea of being human. The view of 
the Bible is far more realistic than 
that of the modem individualis­
tic philosophy with all its talk 
about ‘my rights’.

The Bible does not see us 
merely as individuals. The indi­
vidual is cherished -  he or she is 
in the image of God. Yet the Bible 
also sees us as parts of commu­
nities. The Bible’s chief value is 
not freedom but love. In fact, it 
sees love as the basis of tme free­
dom. More than that, the Bible 
also teaches us, and everyday ex­
perience confirms it, that human 
beings cherished and loved as 
they are by God, are deeply 
flawed. There is evil in our hearts 
as well as good. We cannot be 
tmsted to be entirely good. We 
cannot trust ourselves and we 
cannot tmst others.

The claim for voluntary eu­
thanasia depends upon the phi­
losophy that we are primarily in­
dividuals and it depends upon a 
belief that human beings will con­
sistently choose good.

The tmth of the matter is that, 
despite the urge we may have to 
help another person end their 
suffering rather than endure it, 
we cannot afford to take this re­
sponsibility upon ourselves. 
Even if in an individual case our

IYour choice about voluntary euthanasia may well depend upon 
whether you favour an Individualistic or a relational philosophy.

anced and independent for a de­
cision of this nature. Terminally 
ill patients precisely may not meet 
this test. Acute pain, physical or 
mental, diminishes our independ­
ence and distorts our view of the 
world. Can a person in such pain 
make a decision which can be 
called ‘voluntary’? The example 
of torture suggests that the word 
‘voluntary’ is the wrong category 
for such a situation. A person in 
acute pain may seek release 
through death where palliative 
care, properly administered, may 
change the mood entirely.

Terminally ill patients want a 
dignified death; that is not to say 
that they want a premature one. 
Advocates of voluntary eutha­
nasia appeal to our sense of com­
passion. But compassion needs 
eyes to see what is compassion­
ate in a given situation. Surely the

deeply affected by their death. In 
many cases, that death will be 
received with relief or even grati­
tude. Can we ever be sure that 
even the most loving family will 
not by covert or overt means 
point the patient towards an as­
sisted suicide which will not be 
the patient’s tme desire or even 
be in their best interests?

But there is something even 
more sinister here. With the baby 
boomers moving into the latter 
end of their lives, health services 
are faced with a massive over­
load. So far, our governments 
have resisted calls for voluntary 
euthanasia. Who can say, faced 
with the gigantic financial burden 
yet to be shouldered by the com­
munity, that governments will not 
accede to voluntary euthanasia 
primarily for fiscal reasons? In 
that event, the medical profes-

motives are entirely good, the in­
dividual case must not open the 
doors for a general practice in 
which so often motives will be 
mixed or even worse. Our danger 
is that we are attempting to do a 
god-like thing without the power, 
wisdom or goodness of God.

What can we do? We should 
resist the call for voluntary eu­
thanasia. We must continue to 
allow the dying to die, and we 
must do all we can to comfort their 
passing, to use our resources to 
relieve their pain, and to use our 
human resources to keep them in 
loving relationship until they 
pass from our help entirely. This, 
I think, is the path of wisdom; 1 
am sure that it is the path that 
compassion needs to tread.

This is an edited extract of Arch­
bishop Jensen’s address given at 
Westmead Hospital on March 18.
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Positions Vacant

SOMERSET COLLEGE
Iworkl

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
Commencing Semester Two 2003
Followiiig the appointment of the Reverend Christopher Ivey to the posihon of FVincip£il 
at The Cathedral School, Grafton, we are seeking to appoint an ordained perscrn to this 
senior management position within the life of the College.

Somerset College is looking to appoint an energetic, dynamic and qualified educator to 
lead the Chaplaincy team. The successiul applicant will be responsible for the Religious 
Education and I^rsonal Development curriculum and will oversee worship and 
faith development throughout the school. The applicant should be a member of a 
mainstream Qrristian denomination.

Somerset College is an independent, co-educational school, located on the Gold Coast 
at Mudgeeraba, with an enrolment of 1,150 students from Pre-School to Year 12. The 
school is well equipped with modem facilities and operates within the framework of an 
interdenominational, Christian philosophy.

The successiul applicant will be able to danonstrate a genuine commitment to the 
ideals of an independent school and be eligible for Queensland Teacher Registration.

To apply:
Applications, including a full C.V. arid names and contact telephone numbers of tliree 
referees, should be addressed to:

The Headmaster, Somerset College 
Somerset Drive, Mudgeeraba, Gold Coast Qld 4213 

Home Ihge: http;/7www.somerset.qld.edu.au 
Email; employmentfeomerset.qld.edu.au

Applications close Friday, 23rd May 2003 S
Previous applicants need not apply. §

Somerset College is an equal opportunity employer |

D irec to r

C entre for Apologetic Scholarship & 
Education (CASE)

New College

The Centre for Apologetic Scholarship & Education (CASE) is located 
within New College at the University of New South Wales. CASE acts as 
a vehicle for the promotion and development of Christian scholarship 
concerned with contemporary issues. The Centre seeks to engage 
intellectually with College residents, the University community, secular 
groups and other organizations grappling with the complex issues of 
contemporary faith and culture.

The College is seeking a full-time Director for the Centre offered initially 
as a 3 year contract position. The Director will assume leadership of 
CASE under the guidance of the Master. The position is essentially an 
academ ic leadership role requiring the Director to: build a publication and 
education program; establish relationships between CASE and other 
organizations; promote the work of CASE within the College and to the 
U N S W  community; undertake scholarship in an area of interest that is 
relevant to the mission of CASE; co-ordinate the print and web-based 
publication efforts of the Centre; and develop educational programs.

Applications in writing should address the essential criteria and include 
a C V  and the names of 3 confidential referees. Applications will be 
treated in confidence. A full position description is available from the 
Master.

Professor Trevor Cairney 
Master, New College 

University of NSW, Sydney NSW  2052 
Phone: (02) 9381-1999  

Email: t.cairney@newcollege.unsw.edu.au

Applications close on Monday 2 June 2003.

New College reserves the right to make an appointment by invitation

External Relations O fficer (.5)
New C ollege

N ew  College is an Anglican residential college affiliated with The 
University of New South Wales and linked with the Diocese of Sydney. 
The College is seeking to employ a half-time External Relations Officer 
to work with the Master to co-ordinate Alumni and fundraising activities.

T h e  m ajor duties of the External R elations O fficer will include: 
development and maintenance of the College Alumni database; co­
ordination of content development for external publications; co-ordination 
of and involvement in Alumni and fundraising functions; and promotion 

of College activities.

A full position description is available from the Master.

Professor Trevor Cairney  
Master, New College 

University of NSW, Sydney NSW  2052 
Phone: (02) 9381 1999 

Email: t.cairney@newcollege.unsw.edu.au

New College reserves the right to make an appointment by invitation

Assistant M anager 

Mustard Seed Valley 

Alcohol and Drug Recovery Program
Mustard Seed Valley is a Christian based alcohol and other drugs 
recovery program, based at Hannam Vale, in a beautiful valley on the 
edge of State forests, approximately 50 km northwest of Taree.

The program has been taking in residents for periods of up to six months 
since 1999. It currently operates with a Manager who runs the program 
and provides the critical counselling support, together with other support 
staff.

W e are currently seeking an A s s is ta n t M anagor, whose tasks 
range from administration, counselling, developing plans for future 
in frastructure, deputation work to churches and other bodies to 
encourage funding, through to labouring on buildings under construction.

W e expect the successful applicant will have a vital Christian faith, 
have developed skills in one or more of the following areas:

•  Welfare

•  Drug and alcohol rehabilitation

•  Christian ministry in leading people to Christ

The person may be single or married and have a heart for seeing people 
win the spiritual battle to overcome their drug dependence.

The conditions of employment will include the provision of housing and 
food, and further payment may be possible. However we would 
favourably consider applicants who believe they could be self-funded 
by a faith support team.

Please address initial written applications or telephone enquiries to: 

Robert Mellor, Director,
8 Doctor Lawson Place, Eastern Creek NSW 2766
(02) 9625 8764
mellor@bis.com.au

AFES National Director
The Australian Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students is seeking a creative and effective 
lead er fo r th is national, evangelica l, 
interdenominational ministry to students.

W e invite applications from people who have the following skills and 
experience.

•  A  commitment to the AFES Doctrinal Basis (See www.afes.org.au)

•  Experience in and a passion for student ministry

•  Appropriate theological training
•  Leadership Skills to facilitate gospel growth in our student work

•  The ability to publicly teach the Bible well

•  Ability to manage geographically diverse multi-site ministries

Responsibilities include
•  Leading a staff team of approximately 100 people located on 
university campuses spread across Australia

•  The overall management, strategic and financial oversight of the 
organisation

•  Assisting staff with fundraising
•  The pastoral care and professional development of staff

•  Reporting to the Board of Directors

The National Cffice is located in Sydney but this should not restrict 
applicants who desire to be based in other cities.

Written applications including, a letter of application that addresses 
the above criteria, a CV and the names of 3 confidential referees 
should be sent to:

Attention AFES Chairperson, PO Box 684, Kingsford 2032.

PRINCIPAL
Shellharbour Anglican College
A foundation Principal is sought for
Shellharbour Anglican College, which is planned to open in
2004 at Dunmore on the South Coast of New South Wales.

PRINCIPAL
Wollondilly Anglican College
A foundation Principal is sought for Wollondilly Anglican
College, which is planned to open in 2004 at Tahmoor in the
Southern Highlands of New South Wales

These two new Colleges are additional to the 12 schools currently 
operated by the Sydney Anglican Schools Corporation, which seeks 
‘to establish Anglican schools offering quality education’.

When develqied, ShellhattxHJr A ng lica i College and Wollondilly Anglican 

College w ill be co-educational K -12 schools o f a t least 950 students.

In 2004 it is planned to  open each C ollege w ith up to  six classes from K -7 

and an enrolment o f approxim ately 150. The Colleges w ill progress to 

Year 12 by 2009.

Each Principal will be a com m itted Christian, active in his or her local 

Church. Each Principal w ill dem onstrate in itia tive, leadership, excellence in 

teaching, and have a thorough understanding o f contem porary educational 

issues including flexible progression o f students. He or she w ill possess 

outstanding management, com m unication and public relations skills and 

be able to  implement a coherent philosophy o f Christian Education.

To obtain a Prospectus for either position contact:

Dr Laurie Scandrett, Chief Executive Officer
Sydney Anglican Schools Corporation 

Tel: 02 8567 4041 
Fax: 02 9579 2683 

email; ceo@sasc.nsw.edu.au 

Applications close Monday 26 May 2003

«

W a n te d
Experienced Christian 

General Medical 
Practitioner

to work full time in North Ryde 
fo r 12 months com m encing  
September 2003. Partner going 
o v e rs e a s  on study leave . 
Enquiries to Trevor Hunter on 
9805-1588 or fax 9887-1587.

Children's Church 
Leader

Sunday Mornings 

10.00am to 12noon

To teach Christian Principles in 
a friendly caring atmosphere 

to our Primary School age 
children.

Paid position.

Please contact Rector,
Cliff Parish, Anglican Parish 

of Watsons Bay

Tel: 9337-1103 9337-6545

S t A u g u s tin e 's  

N eu tra l B ay

Junior Youth/ 
Children's 

Workers Needed
An opportunity exists for an 
enterprising male and female to 
w ork on Friday nights and 
S u n d ay  mornings with our 
Sunday School and small youth 

group.

Contact the Rev Craig Roberts 
9908-2110  

mobile 0409 908 211

Receptionist/ 
Admin Assistant 

New College
N ew  C ollege, a residentia l 
co llege  at UN SW  requires a 
receptionist. You must enjoy  
working with people and be able 
to  m anage several d ifferen t 
tasks at once. Some experience 
in custom er service and 
accounts is desirable.

Please respond in writing to 
Melinda Seed at New College, 

UNSW  Anzac Pde 
Kensington 2052 

or fax 9381 1909.

Work wanted
R etu rn ed  missionary m inister 
urgently seeks employment in 
p asto ra l and Bible teach ing  
m inistry. Interested in team  

ministry position.

Please contact Graham 
on 0411 035 186 

or casaosorno@yahoo.com

Notice to ail intended 
job applicants

It is an offence under the NSW 
Child Protection (Prohibited 
Employment) Act 1998 for a 
person convicted of a serious 
sexual offence to apply for a 
position which involves contact 
with children or young people.

Relevant checks of criminal 
history, apprehended violence 
orders and previous disciplinary 
proceedings will be conducted 
on recommended applicants to 
such positions.
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Christians need to preach reconciliation
continued from page 5

T
he problem is that Jews, 
Muslims and members of 
other minorities don’t per­

ceive Christians in the same way 
as we perceive ourselves.

To them, Christian leaders 
speak not as the voice of a small 
minority persecuted by the ma­
jority secular society (which is 
how we perceive ourselves), but 
as representatives of majority- 
Christian Australia, a country that 
is part of just three who form the 
coalition of the willing against an 
Islamic country.

Indeed Rabbi Apple, in a re­
cent interview with ABC radio, 
said he feared that Christian lead­
ers would literally incite a Holo­
caust in Sydney. His claim is cer­
tainly over the top. But is it any 
wonder our words are heard with 
violent intent, when our habit is 
to express our disagreements 
without restraint to each other?

Anglican Defence Force 
Chaplains have even been forced 
to respond to abuse from church 
members directed at their Bishop, 
who lent support for the war.

The Defence Force Board of 
the Anglican Church of Australia 
has expressed its deep concern 
at the way Anglican Bishop to the 
Defence Force, Dr Tom Frame has

been treated in various Anglican 
Church papers and in emails and 
letters sent directly to the Bishop.

“This becomes apparent 
when some o f the letters and 
emails which the Bishop has re­
ceived are examined,” they say 
in an official statement. “The lan­
guage used is very similar to that 
used in situations of conflict and 
violence and seems inconsistent 
with the Christian requirement to 
speak with grace and love. Intem­
perate language does nothing for 
a rational debate nor does it do 
credit to those who use it.”

The chaplains were particu­
larly upset by an article by Arch­
deacon John Parkes, published in 
the independent Anglican news­
paper Marketplace. I’m loathe to 
make too much of this particular 
incident because of the truth of 
Jesus’ parable about the speck in 
your brother’s eye.

But for the record, the De­
fence Force Board wrote, “Arch­
deacon Parkes appears to be chal­
lenging the integrity of the 
Bishop (and of ADF Chaplains) 
and may himself be displaying 
the kind of self righteous judge­
ment that he purports to con­
demn. It is a hurtful article that 
does not accept that a person 
with a different view may have

Pastoral Care Worker
St John's Parramatta has a position vacant for 2 1/2 days per week for 
a female Pastoral Care Worker.

For a job description and conditions write to:

Canon David Mulready 
PO Box 1443 
Parramatta 2124

Applications close June 15

Maintenance Supervisor 

New College
New C ollege seeks to appoint a M aintenance supervisor to be 
responsible for the physical upkeep of its building and facilities. New 
College is an Anglican residential college at the UNSW , it provides 
accommodation for 216 staff and students. The successful applicant 
will possess the ability to plan, supervise and co-ordinate all aspects 
of the maintenance of the building and services as well as possessing 
trade skills to attend to some "hands-on" responsibilities.

Indicative salary range $45-$55k, some flexibility in working hours may 
be possible.

Applications to:

The Bursar, New College, UNSW, Anzac Pde, Kensington 2052 
or by facsimile 02 9381 1909

PARISH OF DORSET

Expressions of Interest are invited for the 
Rector of the Parish of Dorset, a rural parish, 
centred around Scottsdale in north eastern 

Tasmania.
A copy of the parish consultation is available 
on request from the Registrar (03) 6223 8811 

or registiy@anglicantas.org.au.

Application must reach the Registrar at 
GPO Box 748, Hobart 7001 

by 30 May , 2003.

Police protect St Andrew’s Cathedral on April 2 after anti-war protests in Sydney turned violent the 
week before.

given anguished thought to 
reach his conclusion.”

The events of the past month 
have been a reminder of how easy

it is for divisions to escalate be­
cause of mere words. And that a 
key part of our ministry is to be a

Paul describes in his letters to the 
Corinthians.

I must confess it is a role we
force for reconciliation in the way journalists often fail to perform.

Federal governm ent m ust d o  
m ore to  protect Christian detainees
continued from page 1

complaint from people inside the 
centres, and will forward them to 
the office of Immigration minis­
ter, Philip Ruddock, in the hope 
he will reconsider the case. One 
letter, received in February this 
year, described an extensive cam­
paign of systematic violence 
against a man at the Baxter De­
tention Centre, ten kilometres 
from Port Augusta in SA.

After the man converted from 
Islam to Christianity in 2001, he 
began to share his testimony, 
leading to opposition from Mus­
lims at the Centre. With the man 
now confined to separate living 
quarters for his own safety, Mr 
Bagheri is seeking to encourage 
him, while at the same time lob­
bying for him to be removed to a 
new detention centre.

A spokesman for Mr Ruddock 
said that ‘there have been vari­
ous claims and counter-claims’ re­
garding conditions in detention 
centres, but emphasised that the 
government is taking the issues 
seriously. He said that when inci­
dents are reported, the Immigra­
tion Department ensures 
counseling for those involved, 
“to make sure they are aware of 
the need for cultural and religious 
tolerance.”

“This is not a new issue. It’s 
an issue we’ve been dealing with 
for years and are continuing to

deal with,” the spokesman said, 
adding that the laws that apply 
in the general community also 
apply to people acting violently 
in detention centres.

However Mr Bagheri said that 
despite numerous complaints 
being forwarded to the govern­
ment, no response has yet been 
received. He believes the lack of 
acknowledgement ‘shows that 
they don’t care’.

“When somebody ignores 
you, that says they don’t care 
what you are saying. We haven’t 
received any reply,” he said.

John Clugston, a caseworker 
for Amnesty International and a 
member o f Christ Church, 
Springwood, is also in regular 
contact with people inside the 
centres. He said people are often 
forced to obtain permission be­
fore attending church services.

and it is ‘quite arbitrary’ 
whether or not permission is 
given.

“There is a definite de­
sire to restrict Christian or 
non-Muslim worship,” Mr 
Clugston sqid. “Christians 
must be able to have church 
services in accordance with 
normal customs and prac­
tices.”

Mr Clugston said it was 
‘totally inappropriate’ to 
have Christians and 
Mandaeans (followers of 
John the Baptist and the tar­

get of much persecution) in the 
same centres as Muslims, and lik­
ened the situation to post-WWII 
internment camps where Jews 
and Nazis were placed together.

Despite the danger, Mr 
Bagheri said Christians are con­
tinuing to seek ways of sharing 
the gospel with Muslims and 
other people within the detention 
centres.

“We believe that God wants 
Afghanis to be missionaries to 
other Afghanis, and not to give 
up because o f the attacks,” he 
said. “We speak the same lan­
guage and we have enough re­
sources and enough mature 
Christian converts to reach out 
to this nation. We will continue -  
even if they attack us, even if they 
try to kill us. We believe it is im­
portant, and we want to break 
through this fanaticism.”

ESL classes contributing to  goal o f the M ission
continued from page 12

try in our parishes. ESL classes 
are not the only way of doing this 
but they are playing a significant 
role at the moment. Many of our 
students have never heard of Je­

sus even though some have been 
living in our society for some 
time. They haven’t heard of him 
through our usual evangelistic 
endeavours.

It is the dream of those in­

volved in ESL work that we will 
see the further development of 
other ministries to enable our stu­
dents to have Christian teaching 
and fellowship as they come into 
God’s Kingdom.
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BOOKreviews

New look at Holy Land
W e Belong to 
THE Land 
BY E lias  C h a c o u r  

W ITH M a r y  Jensen  

IVP,2001

I
n this time of international 
conflict, it is inspiring to read 
of one man who, with God’s 

help, is striving to achieve rec­
onciliation between Jews, Chris­
tians and Muslims.

We Belong to the Land tells 
the story of Elias Chacour, a Pal­
estinian Christian priest in North­
ern Galilee. It discusses a number 
of the tragic events that has af­
flicted Palestinians -  Chacour’s 
family is evicted from their village 
in Northern Gallilee in 1948, the 
massacre of 3000 men, women 
and children in the Sabra and 
Shatila refugee camp during the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, and 
Chacour’s agonising visit to the 
Gaza strip in 1988 during the 
Intifada. However the main thrust 
of the book is on his work towards 
reconciliation.

Elias Chacour grew up in a 
Christian family, where daily ac­
tivities pivoted around prayer 
and Bible reading, and this col­
oured his later ministry. After 
spending six years training as a

priest, he was sent to Ibillin, a 
small village in Galilee, 30 km from 
Nazareth. Ibillin had had a ‘verifi­
able history of continuous Chris­
tian population and presence 
from about the first or second 
century AD’.

In order for the Palestinians 
to have self respect, and respect 
from the Jews, Chacour realised 
the need for providing them with 
educational opportunities.

In 1981, he applied for a build­
ing permit for a secondary school 
which was to be open to Chris­
tians, Jews and Muslims. It was 
refused. This refusal continued 
for many years. He decided to

proceed without it. Chacour had 
contacts overseas, though the 
stereotype that all Palestinians 
are terrorists proved an obstacle. 
The final building permit was 
given after pressure from US 
Senator James Baker, and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres.

Since this book was pub­
lished, more progress has been 
made and Ibillin now has a Teach­
ers’ Regional Centre which has 
1225 teachers. They are working 
on a University but are once 
again having difficulty obtaining 
a building permit.

The book is not without hu­
mour. Jewish pig farmers, with the 
support of the police, evicted the 
Palestinian workers from the Jew- 
ish-owned slaughter house. 
Chacour retaliated by saying he 
would tell the press: “They will 
be fascinated by the story of 
Jews confiscating a pig slaugh­
terhouse in an Arab village.”

Yet Chacour recognises that 
to build bridges people must ac­
knowledge that, ‘my friend is also 
right, and I am also wrong’. This 
book shows the need for west­
ern Christians to support their 
Christian brothers and sisters in 
the Middle East, especially in the 
area of education.

Pam ela S haw

Simple steps to covering 
the A-Z of Bible topics
Short Steps for Long 
Gains
BY S i m o n  M a n c h e s t e r  

M a t t h ia s  M e d ia , 2 0 0 3

I
t is a common practice among 
Christians to meet regularly 
for short periods to pray and 

learn together from God’s word.
In my experience, such times 

are profitable in providing ac­
countability, building deep rela­
tionships with fellow believers 
and being encouraged to perse­
vere in the faith.

However, sometimes these 
meetings can lack focus and are 
in danger of becoming nothing 
more than a ‘get it off your chest’ 
session, with token prayer to 
wrap up.

This is why Simon Manches­
ter’s pocket sized Short Steps for  
Long Gains is bound to be such 
a useful resource.

“This small booklet has been 
written to provide a focus for 
Christians who meet together 
briefly and regularly to look at 
God’s word, pray and share some­
thing of their lives,” says Simon 
in his introduction.

A total of 26 topics are cov­
ered. That’s half a year’s worth 
of weekly meetings or one year’s

long
qains

brief studies for |  
Christian growth S

worth of meeting fortnightly.
Topics include assurance, 

Christ, kingdom, loneliness, temp­
tation and much more.

A Bible verse and related ques­
tions are neatly laid out, one topic 
to a page.

The studies are designed to 
be done quickly with a focus on 
the practical application of bibli­
cal truth.

A little extra preparation in ad­
vance, such as reading the verse 
in the overall context of its pas­
sage and surveying other pas­
sages that speak to the theme, 
would be useful.

Amy Butler

Understand 
doning, 
euthanasia and 
today’s b i^ est 
ethical issues

Insiders critique o f Catholic Church

top 5 
books

D r M egan Best, 
b ioeth ic is t and m em ber of 
the  S ydn ey Diocesan  
S ocia l Issues Executive

Megan says the following 
books either sparked her own 
interest in Christian ethics or 
serve as valuable resources 
in up-to-date Christian 
bioethics:

1. N ew  Issues facing 
Christians Today by John 
Stott

2. The Reproduction 
Revolution, Kilner, 
Cunningham and Hager 
editors

3. Cutting edge bioethics, 
Kilner, Hook and Uustal 
editors

4. Dignity and Dying, Kilner, 
Miler and Pellegrino eds

5. Towards a More Natural 
Science by Leon Buss 
(not a Christian book, but 
still a helpful review of the 
impact of modern 
medicine)

A Long W ay From 
Rome
EDITED BY C h RIS M c G i LLION

A l l e n  &  U n w i n , 2 0 0 3

T
his collection of essays is 
designed to explain the cri­
sis in the Roman Catholic 

Church in Australia. On the con­
trary, it only offers a pessimistic 
view of the church because it fails 
to conform to the views of the 
contributors.

Certainly, Chris McGillion, 
who offers three analyses, has 
done his statistical homework. 
The results are no more cheerful 
than those o f most of the 
churches, but his main conten­
tion is that the Vatican has failed 
to honour the reforms of the Sec­
ond Vatican Council, and has so 
centralised its authority, that crea­
tivity and liberalisation are stifled.

Like it or not, the most virile 
movements within the Roman 
Church today are conservative. 
This displeases the so-called 
progressives, well represented by 
this book’s contributors.

Some usual suspects appear, 
ex-priest Dr Paul Collins the most 
notable. Surprisingly, however, 
he is less strident than usual and 
avoids his long-term vendetta 
against the present Pope.

Morag Fraser worries about 
education and the distance be­
tween the hierarchic structure 
and the lives of ordinary people. 
She has a point but gives no 
credit to some of the real activ­
ists for change within the Church.

John Carmody is nostalgic for 
the lost tribalism of Catholicism, 
and seems to want bread and cir­
cuses, a return to a ‘revitalised 
ritual’. I think he means the cer­
emonial of the Church, as ritual is 
actually the words of the liturgy.

CHRIS ILtiON

LONG WAY
FROM ROME

But for me the essays show 
an extraordinary failure to ad­
dress two vital elements: preach­
ing and prayer.

Not that the preaching in any 
of the churches has the vigour 
and conviction that characterise 
the New Testament, which 
brought salvation to multitudes.

A Long Way from Rome seems 
most idiosyncratic in its fairly sig­
nificant failure to offer a critique 
of devotional practice. It is hell­
bent on mostly destructive criti­
cism, some of it no doubt una­
voidable, but we have been told 
that, in spite of everything, ‘the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against the church of God’.

And the considerable reforms 
-  often also ignored by Protes­
tants -  which the Roman Church 
has performed are given little 
credit: the vernacular in the lit­
urgy, the increasing role of 
women, the massive works of 
welfare in Third World countries, 
a new friendliness with other 
Christians, and the acceptance of 
their baptism.

Jam es M urray

Jam es Murray is religious affairs 
editor of The Australian.

Encouraging insight 
into the life o f  a 
courageous missionary
I H eard A V oice
BY Jo B r e n n a n  

SouTHW ooD Press, 2002

I
 n his introduction to /  Heard 
A Voice, Archbishop Harry 
Goodhew lists his reactions to 

reading the book as pleasure, 
admiration for the author’s 
courage, and being shuck by the 
personal nature of the account of 
her life.

For my part, I found the book 
interesting and easy to read as I 
was taken back to the work of 
CMS in Tanzania in the early 60s 
and saw the challenges, both 
spiritual and physical, that 
missionaries had to face. It was 
great to meet again through the 
book people I had seen at CMS 
Summer Schools over the years, 
to be reminded again of how God 
had and is still using them in 
bringing Tanzanians to know 
Christ.

Just after I finished reading 
the book, I went to a meeting 
with Steve and Kate Bradford who 
are working at Berega in the 
hospital and the Lay Training 
Centre where Jo had served. The 
video I saw took on a new 
dimension as 1 saw a new 
generation still needing to hear 
the gospel.

But I Heard A Voice is Jo’s 
personal journey as she sought 
to serve God and bring the gospel 
to those who may never have 
heard o f the Lord Jesus. She 
shares her struggles and joys at 
a deep level, and 1 was challenged 
to think of my own walk with God 
and how one often takes God for

‘ " lliw ii- ilW ü "

I W

1 /

granted and becomes caught up 
in the busyness of life. She has 
constantly sought to seek God’s 
wisdom at each stage of her life 
and we see her effort in reading 
the Bible and praying.

I was also struck with how 
keenly she listened to sermons 
and sought to apply them to her 
life. And it is a privilege to hear 
God’s word read and taught week 
after week in church and at Bible 
study.

How often do we encourage 
those missionaries we know by 
sending them tapes, videos and 
books so they can be built up in 
their knowledge and love of God 
as they minister to others?

I’m sure you’ll be encour­
aged, stimulated and challenged 
as you read this book and see 
how God continues to work his 
purposes out in the world and 
graciously uses his servants like 
Jo to bring people to himself

Christine Jensen
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CULTURE w a tch

Searing analysis or simplistic tirade?
SARAH BARNETT finds out if 'white m en’ are as stupid as Michael Moore thinks.

St u p i d  W h i t e  M en

AND OTHER SORRY EXCUSES 
FOR THE STATE OF THE 
NATION
BY M ic h a e l  M o o r e  

P e n g u i n , 2002

W’hen his film Bowling 
fo r  Columbine 
screened at the 2002 

Cannes Film Festival, Michael 
Moore received the longest 
standing ovation in the history 
of the festival. The first docu­
mentary to compete at Cannes, 
Bowling for Columbine went on 
to win the Grand Jury Prize.

Moore is something of a hero 
in France. His first film, Roger and 
Me is part of the French school 
curriculum. Made in 1989, this 
multi award-winning documen­
tary exposed some of the busi­
ness practices of General Motors.

But Moore’s appeal and in­
fluence extends beyond the Gal­
lic borders. Stupid White Men, 
Moore’s scathing assault on 
America, has been a bestseller 
throughout Europe, the UK and 
Australia -  and, interestingly 
enough, in the US. It has spent 
about a year on the New York 
Times bestseller list, holding the 
top spot for eight weeks. After 
Moore’s Oscar win for 
Columbine, sales of the book 
escalated once more.

First published on September 
10, 2001, Stupid White Men is a 
book that very nearly wasn’t. The 
9/11 attacks made publishers 
Harper-Collins twitchy about sell­
ing a book which accuses George 
W Bush of ‘stealing’ the presi­
dency, argues for a reduction in 
spending on the defence forces 
and criticises almost every facet 
of modem American society.

As the title suggests, Moore 
lays the blame for the problems 
facing the US squarely at the feet 
of ‘white men’. Moore argues 
that it is white men (rather than 
black men or women) who are re­
sponsible for corporate corrup­
tion, environmental degradation, 
arsenic in the drinking water and 
the proliferation of guns.

But the title (and cover) gives

AGMF
Toowoomba

2003
Compilation

T
he Australian Gospel Mu­
sic Festival in Toowoomba 
is a community based mu­

sic event. This CD is a strong 
compilation of the best songs 
from the festival’s headline acts. 
It includes Christian artists such 
as: Antiskeptic, Rhubarb, Blind, 
Alabaster Box, and Jive Express.

Since the AGMF festival 
houses many different styles of 
music, so does this compilation. 
As a result this is a CD that ca­
ters for many different music 
tastes, but may also mean that 
you only find one or two songs 
on it you like.

Paul Hanna

som e scary facts about the US

T h e  U S  has refused to sign the international Land Mine  

B an Treaty. Th ey  are jo ined by Iraq, L ibya and North 
K orea.

O v e r  11 ,000  Am ericans die every  y e a r  from  firearm s

S in c e  1 9 7 3 ,9 5  death row inm ates h a v e  been  fully 
exonerated

S in ce  1976  there have been m ore than  7 0 0  executions  

in th e  U S

O n ly  six countries im pose the d ea th  penalty  on 

juveniles: Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan, S aud i A rabia , Yem en  

an d  th e  U S

O n ly  tw o countries have not signed th e  U N  Convention  

on th e  R ights of the Child: S o m alia  an d  the U S

another clue as to the nature of 
this book. This philippic against 
US society ranges from the sa­
tirical to the serious. This is not 
an academic exercise with-foot­
notes and reasoned argument, 
but rather an impassioned sermon 
that is as often alienating as it is 
affecting. The appearance of 
Moore himself on the cover is not 
due to misplaced vanity but be­
cause the writer includes himself 
in the description. He, too, is re­
sponsible for the ills of America.

There’s no doubting Moore’s 
sincerity. He exudes genuine con­
cern for the exploited and disgust 
for the corrupt and greedy. How­
ever his writing style at times de­
tracts from what he is saying. He 
apologises for swearing and 
swears nonetheless. But he 
makes no apology for some of the 
generalisations, oversimplific­
ations and indulgent exclama­

tions (‘if I find him he’s a dead 
white guy’) that are peppered 
throughout the text.

Without offering an explana­
tion, Moore dismisses the Church 
as ‘a woman-hating organisa­
tion’, a group which ‘oppresses’.

He offers a facetious sugges­
tion for achieving peace in North­
ern Ireland -  all the Protestants 
should convert to Catholicism. 
It’s one of many global conflicts 
Moore solves in the space of a 
few pages. His solutions blend 
flippancy with earnest argument.

M
oore’s favoured me­
dium is visual. His 
documentaries are inci­

sive and shocking. They also 
combine the serious with the sa­
tirical. It’s a combination that 
works on screen because there 
are enough cues to indicate the 
variation in tone. The music

changes, the sound of the narra­
tor’s voice is altered. The overall 
message is not undermined by 
such moments of light relief

However such juxtaposition 
on paper is less successful. He 
despairs of the violence within 
American society yet blithely 
names a chapter ‘Kill Whitey’.

He devotes a few cheeky 
pages to ‘a day in the life of 
POTUS (President of the US)’. 
The implication is that Mr Bush 
sleeps constantly, does little work 
and is a dullard. Yet barely fifty 
pages later he rails against those 
who would turn Bush into a ‘car­
toon monster’. Isn’t that what 
Moore himself has done?

George W. Bush comes un­
der attack for a range of offences. 
From the election fiasco (a vic­
tory which Moore argues, quite 
convincingly I might add, that 
Bush ‘stole’) to funding cuts for 
education, health and environ­
mental protection -  Stupid White 
Men is damning in its denuncia­
tion of the Bush administration.

But Michael Moore is equally 
critical of the Democrats, particu­
larly Bill Clinton. Moore writes, 
“He [Clinton] discovered that 
saying something was the same 
as doing it. If you said you were 
for a clean environment, that was 
good enough — you didn’t have 
to do anything to make it a clean 
environment.”

According to Moore,

Clinton’s smooth demeanor and 
capacity for projecting a positive 
image disguised some of the less 
appealing decisions on health, 
welfare and capital punishment.

M
ichael Moore is an in­
teresting figure. Deter­
mined, resourceful and 

compassionate, he is a self-ap­
pointed spokesman for marginal­
ised America. Scornful of the me­
dia, corporate world and justice 
system, Moore speaks out for the 
downtrodden. But there is one 
group, the most vulnerable in so­
ciety who receives no sympathy 
from Moore -  unborn children.

Here are some statistics you 
won’t find in his book: An esti­
mated 25 million babies have 
been aborted since 1973 and 30 
per cent of all babies conceived 
in the US are killed before they 
are bom. Freedom to abort is de­
picted as an intrinsic part of femi­
nism. Refusal to provide abortion 
on demand, including late-term 
abortions, is treated with the same 
scorn as refusing to provide wel­
fare to the poorest in society.

To speak up for those who 
have no voice in society -  now 
that would be taking a stand!

Despite its flaws, Moore’s 
book is a compelling and read­
able. Inevitably there will be 
points of disagreement, however 
as an exposé of a troubled nation 
Stupid White Men is a searing 
indictment of selfish living.

CHOIR
W A N T E B :.X ^{f;^
SYDNEY •
PROM P R A IS E '-#
2 0 0 3 ♦

Be a part of the excitement and join 
over 400 performers on stage at the elegant 

City Recital Hall Angel Place as we come together 
to celebrate Christ through song!

Saturday 6 September 2003
for a matinee and evening performance

*l?ehearsals begin July 2003.
♦*Venue and date changed due to newly scJieduled renovations by tl»e Town Hall.

Register your interest by calling 9895 8088 
or email dli@anglicare.org.au

(S anglicare
^  THE CARE THAT CHANGES LIVES

PO Box 427 Parramatta 2124 
www.anglicare.org.au

Rosemary
for remembrance

Every
life is unique.
Every funeral should be too.

Proudly 100% Australian owned since 1895

Prepaid funerals available

T. J. ANDREWS
FUNERAL SERVICES

Auburn 9649 7850 

Carlingford 9871 6402 

Hornsby 9477 3272 

Newtown 9557 2873 

Ryde 9807 2732

Baulkham Hills 9624 1385 

Frenchs Forest 9975 1010 

Marrickville 9558 8117  

Parramatta 9687  9720  

Strathfield 9747  5432
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LICHTE RSide with jeremy halcrow

Nova stars apologise to 
Christians for offence
Nova Radio’s breakfast 
announcers, Merrick and 
Rosso, have started a ‘Jesus 
Jar’, donating $2 every time 
they take the Lord’s name in 
vain after they received a 
complaint from a Christian 
about the number of times 
they blaspheme.

They asked listeners to 
respond to the complaint, and 
a number of Christians rang 
in and said they did find it 
offensive. Merrick and Rosso 
listened back to tapes of 
themselves and agreed, and 
then genuinely apologised to 
Christians. (Rosso has in the 
past talked about being 
raised in a Christian family, 
and Merrick said he didn’t 
realise how offensive it was).

One woman caller said to 
Merrick (nicely), “Do you have 
any idea what that man went 
through to save your soul?” 
And Merrick just said, “I know.”

The radio stars agreed to 
give the money raised to the 
Christian conference centre at 
Stanwell Tops, as nominated 
by that caller.

This is not an anti-war riot

With the recent damage to St Andrew’s Cathedral and the Sydney 
Town Hall when a student anti-war protest turned into a riot last 
month, there was not a little fear in Sydney Square, when a few days 
later a small group of women began unfolding banners there. Why 
were these women demonstrating? W ere they in favour of war in 
Iraq or against? Then the ‘demonstrators’ quietly lined up, and 
proudly holding their banners aloft, filed into the Cathedral. Puzzled 
onlookers who followed found themselves at the Mothers’ Union 
Diocese of Sydney Annual Festive Service of Thanksgiving. Banners 
large and small, which normally stand in a corner of their home 
church, had been carried into Sydney by bus, car and train by their 
bearers. The tradition of the banners dates back to the beginnings of 
MU in the UK 125 years ago. When MU began in Sydney in 1896, 
banners quickly became part of the organisation.

Sally Jackson

Anglican Bishop who married Russell 
Crowe: “I was suprised by the media interest”
Former Anglican Bishop of Grafton, Phillip Huggins, who 
conducted the wedding ceremony for Hollywood star Russell 
Crowe and his bride Danielle Spencer at Nana Glen on the 
NSW North Coast, admitted to Lighterside that he was quite 
taken aback by the media interest on the day.

“Russell and Danielle warned me that it 
could turn into a media circus but I was still 
surprised by the level of interest,” said the 
Bishop, who admits he is not really a 
follower of the gossip mags.

Bishop Huggins said he had treated 
the celebrities, who live near Grafton, like 
any other local couple who would ap­
proach him for a wedding.

“1 did the usual marriage preparation with them 
over the previous month,” he said. “I am convinced that they 
were very devout in their vows before God.”

Described by the media as a ‘traditional Anglican wedding 
service and marriage vows’ (it was actually the contemporary 
wedding service from the APBA), Bishop Huggins said it was a 
very sincere and beautiful service.

“The chapel Russell had built for the wedding is very 
beautiful. On the floor is a mosaic of a fish -  a traditional 
symbol for Christianity. On the western side is a beautiful stain- 
glass window portraying the nativity scene, through which light 
flowed in during the service. It was very romantic,” he said.

St Thomas’, Muigoa, set to star in TV mini-series
Parishioners from St Thomas’, Muigoa, are set to star as extras 
in a new Channel 10 series based on Bryce Courtenay’s book 
Jessica. Filming at the church was completed on April 16.

ZERO TOIERANCE FOR 
SEXÜAL MISCONDOCT

embarrassed? uncomfortable? 
ashamed? hurt? angry?

By the words or actions o f a Minister, youth 

worker, iay ieader, an y  church worker?

TELL SOMEONE 
WE WILL LISTEN

Sydney Diocese has established formal procedures to deal with 
sexual misconduct.

Persons aggrieved by the sexual misconduct of a church worker 
-  whether they are an ordained or lay person - can report it.

This will cause these formal procedures to be activated. What 
happens next is set out in the Sexual Protocol documents. For 
a free copy, ring Carol Newton or Philip Gerber, Professional 
Standards Unit (02) 9265 1514.

To make a report, ring or write (marked ‘confidential’) to one of the 
appointed Contact Persons. They are:

Sue -  psychologist. Northern Suburbs 
(02) 9874 9043

Richard -  social worker. Blue Mountains 
(02) 4751 6457

Margaret -  social worker, Wollongong region 
(02) 4228 1007

Nicola -  counsellor. Northern Beaches 
(02) 9970 8392

Jenni -  social worker. Eastern Suburbs 
(02) 9326 3172

Postal Address:
C /0  Professional Standards Unit, PO Box Q 412  
QVB Post Office NSW 1230

cryptic crossword no 13

by bill senior

Across

I .  C a s e  o f A d a m ’s downfall 
fight ab o u t a  bushel. (5 ,3)

5. Ship  around hardwood and 

find m eat. (6 )

10. H iram  changer to son of 
Z o p h ah . 1 Chron. 7. (5)

I I .  Teach  the boat? M aybe  

a c ad e m ic  position. (9)

12. A s a ’s grandm other’s 

father! 1 K i.1 5 .(9 )

13. Northern oxen disturbed 

for a  rare  gas. (9)

14. A ctually  but right for 

double left is an insurance 

calculator. (7 )

16. C a p  and see  the 

departure. (6)

19. A  m o ver o f cattle is a 

doctor above. (6)

21 . Feeling  o f Judas is 

concerned with code. (7)

23 . a  ch ance  to find the son of 
C arm i in Josh. 7. (5)

25 . D ark  s w im m e r-o b s c u re  

angle. (9 )

27 . C a s t squash mixed big 

foot. (9 )

28 . N o rib is good enough to 

hold an  antelope. (5 )

2 9 . C lo s er than w e first 

believed in Rom . 13. (6)

30 . Fo llow  doctor? No -  

canine parasite. (3 -5 )

Down

1. S on o f S au l who housed 

the ark according to 2 Sam . 6. 

(8)

2. O n e  w h o  lets by mixing trim  

T  in a  look. (9 )

3 . M e a s u re  o f flour in old Israel 

from  a  hard heap. (5)

4 . Kids not inside? Could be 

better. (7 )

6 . L innaeus’s nam e for a 

dandelion. (9)

7. Fowl -  like a grey one? (5 )

8 . W e  a re  up with long (or 

tree ) an d  on the back. (6)

9. H oly m an m ine up and that 
is a  block in golf. (6)

15. First church period and 

m ixed regret on essay. (9)

17. T h e  price raid tangle that 

knocks off the father. (9)

18. Jerusalem  re p a ire r-s o n  

of Hur. (8 )

20 . H oreb  at evening got som e  

back in a  groove. (6)

2 1 . “M y  roots w ill-------- the
w ate r.” Job 29. (5 ,2)

2 2 . A n average offspring father.

(6)

2 4 . H ello  O cean! Son of Beeri.

(5)

2 6 . S e e k  no llama at the top 

o f th e  hill. (5 )

last month
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God is just my 
lucky charm...
Many athletes are trapped by superstition ... including some 
prayerful Christian sportspeople, writes GEOFF ROBSON.

s p o R T S s e c tio n

O
ur society has left behind 
the ancient myths of su­
perstition. In a Third Mil­

lennium world of ever-increasing 
technological advancement, 
knowledge and control over pre­
viously mysterious events, it 
seems that broken mirrors, black 
cats and rabbits’ feet exert little 
power over us. Right?

In reality, superstition contin­
ues to have an influence over 
many people, if not publicly then 
at least privately.

But there is one enclave 
where superstition holds obvious 
power: the sporting fraternity. If 
our society as a whole thumbs 
its nose at such medieval non­
sense, then athletes are doing 
more than their share to see that 
superstition doesn’t disappear 
entirely from our culture radar.

Professional athletes are the 
most overtly superstitious group 
in the western world. Most of the 
world’s elite sporting teams 
would contain some members 
who have their own unique prac­
tices designed to manipulate ‘the 
fates’ or ‘the sporting gods’ to 
be on their side.

Superstitions range from ob­
vious quirks like always being the 
last player to run onto the field 
through to some truly bizarre ritu­
als. Take baseball player Wade 
Boggs. Throughout his career, he 
ate chicken at exactly 2pm on the 
day of every game -  throughout 
the 162-game major league sea­
son. And ice hockey player Bmce 
Gardiner dips his hockey stick in 
the toilet before taking to the ice 
for every game.

There are literally countless 
other examples of wacky athletic 
superstitions. But why? Why are 
there so many weird rituals being 
practiced throughout the sport­
ing world? After all, superstition 
almost seems to contradict eve­
rything that elite athletes stand 
for. What sets them apart is then- 
ability to meticulously hone then- 
minds and bodies to achieve 
peak performance, training for 
years to ensure that nothing is 
left to chance.

On the other hand, the reality 
is that any sporting endeavour 
naturally lends itself to a high 
degree of superstition. Sporting 
contests contain so many vari­
ables, and human beings aren’t 
machines, no matter how hard 
some may work to this end. Per­
formances will always change 
from one competition to the next. 
When that happens, with no dis­
cernible difference in preparation, 
the easy solution is to blame, or 
thank, the only things that did 
change -  like maybe the colour 
of your socks or what you had 
for lunch that day.

It’s a phenomenon known as 
‘partial reinforcement’. Wear a 
particular shirt on the day you 
play your best ever round of golf, 
and you’ll want to wear that shirt 
again for ‘good luck’. Whether it 
ever ‘works’ again is irrelevant-  
the idea that this is your ‘lucky 
shirt’ sticks, after being partially 
reinforced by the one good game.

Superstition becomes a way 
of rounding off the athlete’s 
preparation -  a final attempt to 
control something as elusive and

with geoffrobson

www.tolerance.org
■'-A’-

F
ight hate and promote tol­
erance’ is the stated aim of 
this site, a project of the US- 

based Southern Poverty Law 
Centre. It’s a noble aim, and one 
that is tackled with an interesting 
and useful variety of interactive 
elements on this website.

The most interesting feature 
is ‘Explore your hidden biases’ in 
the ‘Dig Deeper’ section. Users 
can take a series of interactive * 
tests to examine whether they 
subconsciously discriminate 
against, for example, fat people 
or thin people, the young or the 
elderly, or gay or straight people.

It is clear the tests can serve 
as a spark for deeper self-reflec­
tion -  but how you go about any 
change in attitude is left to you.
(I was certainly unsure what to 
make of my alleged bias against 
thin people!)

Also interesting is the

fleeting as sporting performance, 
and to make sure that the bounce 
of the ball or the close call from 
the referees goes your way.

Of course, most athletes have 
routines without necessarily be­
ing superstitious. This is an im­
portant distinction. Routines are 
usually harmless, helpful triggers 
that help to focus the mind of an 
athlete, allowing them to perform 
at their peak -  as opposed to 
mystical attempts to somehow 
control the ‘sporting Force’.

One of the most dominant ath­
letes in the world. Tiger Woods, 
wears a red shirt on the final day 
of every tournament. This simple 
technique serves as a psycho­
logical placebo, telling him that 
it’s time to switch on and perform. 
But he would be the first to admit 
that no shirt actually changes the 
way he plays; it can only be part 
of the routine that helps him to 
focus and play at his best.

D
r John Dunn, a sports 
psychologist from Al­
berta University, says 

pre-game habits are generally 
healthy. “Something done rou­
tinely allows the athlete’s mind 
to quiet down and focus, and can 
be very good psychological prac­
tice,” he said.

The problem comes when 
athletes cross the line from fol­
lowing a set routine to actually 
placing their trust in certain ob­
jects, or in the routine itself Pe­
ter Haberl, a sports psychologist 
with the US Olympic Committee, 
encourages athletes to adopt rou­
tines but says they should avoid

‘Deconstruct biased language’
* section, which often crosses the" 
line to become grossly politically 

I correct. For example, users are 
asked to analyse phrases like 
‘men and women’ and ‘Jack and 
Jill’ to see how they oppress 
women. There’s no mention of 
phrases like ‘ladies and gentle­
men’. Could it be that some 
phrases just sound better (ever 
said ‘gentlemen and ladies’?) and 
aren’t oppressing anyone? c-;

With ‘tolerance’ being such a 
buzzword today, Christians need 
to carefully consider this issue 
and develop an. appropriate re­
sponse, Sometimes that response 
will be to acknowledge that the 
hype is right and there is intoler­
ance, in ourselves or in others, 
which we should work to change. 
But with tolerance so often be­
ing pushed to the illogical end of 
‘relativism’ -  where all differences

rOLERANCE.ORG
soutf>«fn poverty lavj canter

between people are papered over 
and supposed to be unimportant
-  Christians should not see tol­
erance as the supreme virtue.

Many of the suggestions put 
forward by tolerance.org are won­
derful ideals. Unfortunately, like 
so many would-be solutions to 
problems in our society, the pro­
posals are entirely humanistic and 
rely on the ability of people to 
affect lasting change on their own
-  an ideal proven unworkable 
throughout human history.

The only real cure for hidden 
prejudice comes from the power­
ful change that God can work in 
even the hardest of hearts.

Tiger IVoods w ears red  on the final day o f  each  tournam ent

weirdest superstitions

■  Golfer Paul Azinger marks his ball with a penny, with 
Abraham Lincoin’s head facing up and directly towards the 
hole every time

■  On his way to winning Wimbledon in 2001, Goran 
Ivanisevic made the ballboys and girls retrieve the same 
ball every time he served an ace, while refusing to use 
balls with which he had just served a fault

■  Baseball player Wade Boggs always ate chicken at exactly 
2pm on the day of every game, all 162 games every season

■  Ice hockey player Bruce Gardiner dips his hockey stick in 
the toilet before taking to the ice for every game

■  Even the greatest, Michael Jordan, wore a pair of his 
college team ’s shorts under his Chicago Bulls /
Washington Wizards uniform in every game he played

rituals that ultimately distract 
from their own performance.

“A superstition is something 
out of the athlete’s control,” he 
said. “In any sporting event, the 
outcome is uncertain. That uncer­
tainty can produce anxiety in the 
athlete, which can be detrimental 
to the performance. Often the su­
perstitions and rituals are steps 
to control the uncontrollable.”

O
ne of the most frequently 
mentioned ‘supersti­
tions’ among athletes is 

prayer. This is the category that 
many secular journalists use to 
describe athletes who are known 
to pray regularly; it’s seen in the 
same light as wearing a lucky 
charm. The basic assumption is 
that God is an ‘imaginary friend’ 
and invoking his name is merely 
another way of focusing the mind 
or winning favour with those non­
descript forces that lie beyond an 
athlete’s control.

The sad truth is that many 
athletes do little to disprove this 
caricature. For example, British 
winter Olympic luger Mark 
Hatton has a pre-competition rou­
tine that includes having a cup 
of tea, tapping his gloves on the 
bench and door frame, sitting in 
the same spot in the start hut, and 
saying a prayer. “I say a little 
prayer because there is no harm 
in asking for a little help from up 
above,” he says.

Many athletes seem to treat 
God as a ‘genie in a bottle’. The 
impression given is that calling 
on him is not much more than an­
other technique to help them suc­
ceed in their chosen field. There 
is no sense that devotion to God 
is an end in itself, much more im­
portant than a temporal victory.

Greg Stoughton from Chris­
tian group Athletes in Action is 
wary of this attitude. He says that 
while God might answer an ath­
lete’s prayer for a good perform­
ance or a victory, this should not 
be the focus o f any pre-game 
pràyer. “Victory to God may look 
a whole lot different than it does 
to the player,” Mr Stoughton 
says. “Even if you lose, God is 
about building charaeter.”

The truth is that superstition 
-  like so many of our idiosyncra­
sies -  reveals something about 
where our trust is placed. It’s one 
thing to acknowledge that there 
is more to the world than what 
we can see and touch, and there 
are things beyond our control. 
But knowing that God is in con­
trol of all things, it’s another thing 
to believe that ‘dumb luck’ or ‘fate’ 
can be controlled through magic 
socks and lucky charms.

G eo ff Robson attended  three 
Sydney Kings basketball games 
this season. The Kings lost all three 
games. Geoff is tempted to blame 
himself for the three losses, since 
Sydney lost only three of their other 
17 home games all season.
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Plailyto spout about in wiiale of a film
Whale Rider, rated PG

D
ealing with the dis­
approval of one’s 
elders is an oft-ex­

plored theme of coming-of- 
age narratives. Coupled 
with the notion of the clash 
between familial expecta­
tions and individual hopes, 
it is a circumstance ripe with 
dramatic possibilities.

Billy Elliot wanted to 
dance. Jess Bhamra wanted 
to play soccer. Toula 
Portokalos wanted to marry 
a non-Greek man. And they 
all wanted to gain/retain the 
love of their families.

Whale RidePs pre-pu- 
bescent hero, Paikea, wants 
something far simpler -  the 
love and approval of her 
grandfather.

Pai is descended from 
the legendary Maori hero, 
Paikea, the Whale Rider. For 
over a thousand years the 
first-bom son in her family 
line has carried the name of 
this mythic figure -  until now.

“There was no gladness 
when I was bom,” she re­
flects. She is not exaggerat­
ing. Her birth was marred by 
tragedy. Pai’s mother died 
during the ordeal and the 
hoped-for male child, the 
one who would one day 
lead their fractured people, 
was stillborn. According to 
Koro, the paternal grandfa­
ther and Maori chief, the 
blame rests with the girl.

Pai’s distraught father 
leaves her to be raised by 
his parents. But only after 
he has named her. Defying 
his own father’s wishes and 
beliefs, he names his daugh­
ter Paikea.

While Koro claims he 
has no use for his grand-

Keisha Castle-Hughes makes a stunning acting debut as Paikea in the New Zeaiand fiim, Whale Rider.

sarah
barnett

FiLMreview
daughter he comes to love 
her. Yet there are limits and 
constraints to his affection. 
As Pai grows older and ex­
hibits more and more signs 
of being the Paikea’s tme 
heir, he searches further 
afield for the leader who will 
determine his people’s fu­
ture.

Set in Wharanga, a small

coastal town in New Zea­
land, Whale Rider capital­
ises on the astonishing 
beauty of the landscape and 
the majesty of the ocean. 
The salt waft and the chill 
wind drifting in from the sea 
are almost palpable. But the 
beauty of this film is more 
than skin deep. Based on the 
novel by Witi Ihimaera,

Whale Rider is a touching 
drama that examines 
generational conflict, tradi­
tion versus modernity and 
the nature of true leadership.

The film raises issues 
with universal relevance, yet 
it avoids yielding towards 
stock characterisation and 
stereotypes. The themes are 
familiar but they serve to 
enhance the particularity of 
the narrative. Twelve-year- 
old Keisha Castle-Hughes 
carries the film with her ex­
traordinary performance as 
Paikea while Rawiri Paratene, 
who plays the volatile Koro, 
is worth watching solely for 
his marvellous face.

Despite winning awards

at the Rotterdam, Toronto 
and Sundance Film Festi­
vals, Whale Rider is an un­
assuming film. There is a 
simplicity to it, a lack of pre­
tension that is perhaps due 
to its Antipodean origins.

Paikea is such a lovable 
and attractive character that 
you want to shake her 
grandfather until he sees 
sense. Despite his obdu­
racy and even unkindness, 
Pai is forever forgiving and 
constantly loving of him. 
Her resilience and vulner­
ability somehow coexist 
within her. It’s so refresh­
ing to see a child whose in­
terests and longings stretch 
beyond the banality of our

consumer society.
The heart of the story is 

the search for a leader, a re­
deemer almost. Even the 
wise chief, Koro, cannot see 
what stands before him. In 
Whale Rider the marks of a 
leader may include possess­
ing specific skills but essen­
tially it is the willingness to 
serve and the readiness to 
sacrifice oneself for the sake 
of others.

With some lovely mo­
ments of humour, postcard 
cinematography and a pow­
erful message, Whale Rider 
has all the components of 
an uplifting tale. But its ap­
peal is even greater than the 
sum of its parts.

At last a medical show that finds the funny bone

‘m ;
"edical’ and ‘com­
edy’ are two 

.words you don’t 
often find Joined together in 
the world of television. Of 
course, there’s MASH, but 
we’ve been living off re­

peats of that since I was in 
pre-school. In recent years 
there has been Becker, a 
sitcom about a doctor, but 
his profession is pretty 
much incidental to the com­
edy of the show, which has 
more to do with a group of 

fnends in a diner. 
M e d i c a l  
television

TV & Radio
highlights: MAY

0
Physical, Mental 
iind Spiritual 
Fitness

\  Sun. Ch7 
I í Üj  6 .30am

Raising kids 
God's way

N e w  to  

V id eo !

find out more: www.anglicanmediasydney.asn.au/tvr
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Tvreview
tends to sit at the worthy 
end of the scale, with ER 
and All Saints waving the 
flag (or rather, the tear- 
soaked hankie) for drama 
and RPA and a host of other 
docum entaries lending 
their weight in the serious 
stakes.

The last time I re­
member the two words 
being connected was 
in relation to a pitiful 

A ustralian effort 
several years ago 
called Let The 
Blood Run Free. 

This was undeniably 
‘medical’ since it was

set in a hospital, but it relin­
quished any claim to the 
word ‘comedy’ after the first 
five minutes. It died a quick 
death and thankfully had 
‘do not resuscitate’ tat­
tooed on its forehead.

It seems that people 
don’t easily take their 
laughs with their medicine. 
Perhaps sickness is inher­
ently not funny. It makes 
you wonder whether medi­
cal comedies are necessar­
ily in bad taste.

Which brings me to 
Scrubs. This was the most 
successful of the summer 
non-ratings period experi­

ments, and has continued 
its run on Channel 7 since 
then. And it’s funny. In fact, 
it’s so funny that I have 
laughed out loud during 
every single episode. (I 
think I’ve only missed one, 
and that was because I was 
in hospital. Funny, huh?)

A building full of sick 
people doesn’t leap out as 
the obvious setting for a 
witty television show.

Scrubs is effective be­
cause it doesn’t mock what 
is serious but lets humour

develop naturally from the 
eccentric characters and the 
subversion of expectations.

Sometimes comedy and 
gravity are explored side- 
by-side, each adding to the 
impact of the other, but the 
humour is never black. It al­
lows us to see the absurd 
buried within the gravest of 
situations. It is an attitude 
Christians should be able to 
relate to -  hope in the face 
of despair, and a bright light 
in the heart of darkness.
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