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Goel i:ntends that our lif'o shouJ_d bo n :1.appy ono · Ho 
docs not begrudge us happi::wss ~ but fills ot.ir li.f'o with joy 
and gladness. Thero is no reason why our lives should not 
be i:.1te:i:;is,il.y happy, en.joyi:1g tl10 good gifts that God hns 
givo:n us. 3ut if' wo aro to achiovo this it will only ho 
through living a life based o;.1 fc:ii th. t:J.at is based on 
the rocogni ti on that God is always our alnighty and all loving 
shopherdo Otherwise tho ovo:1ts which happon to u · wilJ. got us 
down a:;.1d u:1dorr.1ino our sero1:i ·Ly,, Goe. has not proLiisod us 
:freedom fron sorrow anC:. grief o Ou:r Lord was a Da n of 
sorrows a r:d acquain tod wit}: grief.. 3ut Ifo has proniscd tho t 
we will not have tricils rioro -'.:.:hen wo nro able to be::::r 
(I Cor~ 10:13) a:;.1d also t bnt ~:o will be witI:. us in then 
( Psa lr.1 23: L:.) 

~~1.owledge tho t God wil l b e with us i:1 tl.1.e future lif ts t:i.1.c 
loac. of a:1xiety - if' we really believe it DCcist all your ccires 
upo:.J. 1-Iin," says St~ Peter i:1 c hapter 5 of bis first letter, 
":for :-~e cores for yo::i 11 ., 3t.1t wo cCJn only do tlci.s if we live 
by :faith ea cl:_ day~ and not only when troubles cone" Each day 
we s~1.ould rer.ienber Goel a11.d :-=is sovereign love~ nnd li vo in t :1e 
knowledge of: His pro1:1ises, which l:10a:.1s~ of course~ that we 
r.mst k"'1ow tho Bible, whGrG t~1.oso pronises are to be :{'ou.n.d~ 

Th e Bible is written in clear language~ not di:ff.::'. cu:'...t to 
m1dcrstand, especially if you got a noder:c1 tra:.1slationc, 

Ono of' tho gren t factors which contriou tos to ClL"t'is tian joy 
is the J:-...:1owledgo th.at our future is i:.1 God 1 s hands and so is 
safe, not only up to death, but beyond u Every Christian 
who knows a~1d believes Godr s pron isos as I-Io hns given then to 
us in scripture~ is able to say~ ns Sts P on.J.. c a5 cl i ; I know wh o n 
I have believed and an persuaded that He is able to keep th.CJ t 
which I havo cor.ni ttod 1.1.:.1to :-Iii:"~ against th.at clay 11 ( 2 Tiu~ 1 : 12) 
a n d in a:no t~10r place Ste ::?aul wro to "I h ave fought tho good fight~ 
I have finished the course, I ~:.c:ivo kept tho :fni th i: honcos:':o:.., J;!:i 
there J.s lnid up for n o tho crown of' rig:1toous:~oss , which t h o 
Lord , the righteous judge~ sb.all give to uo at that day~ nnd 
not only to no, but Cllso to all the ;:..1 t l1.a t h ave loved his appeari:nge 11 

(2 TL:•c !.;. :8). 

It was charc:icteristic of tho apostle Paul that as he fac ed. the 
f'uture, witl-: its urlCortai:;.1 ty~ and its u..ltiDate con clusion in 
death, he wns full o:f obsolute con:ficle!.'lce and assurance ,, i-... e 
lr..i1ew that he was going to I·=cavo:1, Trl.ore is no doubtfulness or 
uncertn i:.1ty i n that oxclcr_1otio:n o:f his~ wi1i cl: I h ave just 
quoted 11 • • •• henceforth t h ere is laid up :for r:::o t ho crow1: of' 
righ toous::.1ess "e You will recall the t ~~e gave expression to tho 
S?~r.:io so:::-i.ti r.1ents i.n t h o eigh t h c ~JD ptcr of ~-:is letter to tho 
Churci'l at Ror:10 : when ho called upon his readers to be absolutely 
confident of' their salv:Jtio:1 i:1 Christ. Ee exc2. n-i r.1o d ; ll1Jl1.o shall 
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sopnra to us fron t~1.0 love o:f Cl-iris t? ~·foo s~1.all lny an ything 
to tho charge of God: s oloct? Shall trouble or doci th?". ~. *. 
I ar:1 porsuadod"~ ho wont m1 "I en persuaded that neither 
dcot~, nor life~ nor angels, nor principalities ~ nor things 
presen t, nor things to cone, nor powers, ::.1or height ~ nor 
depth, nor any other croatu.1."'o, shall bo able to separate us 
fron t~-:o love of God. ·wh icl-: is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 11 

(Roe. O:JJ) · 

'.i'horo is no shadow of a doubt that t l:o ~~postlo was 
absolutely con:fiden t o:f h is ow11 e torn.al sal va ti on , and ho 
oxpcctod his readers in t h o Church at Rone to oxpcrionce t h is 
confido~co for thensolvos, about their ow:• futureo Tho~e 
aro sir.1ilar o.:::::prossions i n Lets 1 :6 a :1d L 1 Jo~1:1 10 328 where Josus 
pror:tlsos thoso who believe i:1 ='~in 11 I g ive U.:."lto thoo cter:aal 
li:fo nnd thoy shall never poris l:. o" 

IT ow t~'lis con.fidcn t expo eta ti on of' sal va tio:..1 is not 
:found o!.1ly i:1 the New Testan e:n t; but it is e q ually 
characteristic of' the Old. Thuss the Old Testa ::1e1-"!t psaJ.oist sang 
"God is tho strength of ny ll:: ort an d ny portion :for ever. 11 

ITote - 11 1-'.iy portion :for evorn., .Again ~ all of us will recall that 
nost fanous of' all the passages of' t h e Bible 3 t he twen ty-·third 
Psal1.:1, where David wro to 11 • q. though = wci.11: tI.1rough the valley of.' 
tho shadow of' death~ I will fear no evil~". oOuroly goodness and 
.oercy shall :follow no all t l-ie days o:f o y li:fo: and I will dwell 
i:.1 the house of' tho Lord for over. 11 As David con teup1.a ted tho 
future, wi t:i. its incvi table vicissi tudos :· its ups and its 
dol'ms, and its culr:aina tio::.'! i~1 tho final valley of doa th~ h e was 
per:fectly conf'iden t of' his relationship to God through it all. 
"Thou art with !:le", he wrote, 1iI will dwell i;.1 the house of' 
the Lord for over~" 

Yo u nay ask, how is it possible to havo this sure 
con:fide:r::.ce i:.1 the face of' death and of' tho judger:1011 t of God 
which follows? How is this confidonco possible~ when we arc 
so oonacious o:f our sins a:1d short,_conings? Yet there is no doubt 
that tho :3iblo rc:flc cts and expresses suc:'l confidence and it 
expects us to enjoy it too if' ·we are Christians. The a~1 swor to 
tho dilc1:11:.a is qui to sir:lplo; wo are to bo co:1fident because 
our hope of salvation is based and grou:1dod on what our Lord 
Jesus Christ has accor:iplished for us, o:c1 what I-Io did on our behalf 
at Cal vary. "7:!o arc saved because Ho diod f'or us o Thus it is 
to God that we look f'or salvation., It is in tl10 Lord that we 
ha.Vo COl:'.lfido:nceo "Rejoice in t :J.e Lord alway 11 says St,. Paul to 
the Philippim1s. It is only i!l t h e Lord that we can rejoice and 
have true confidence~ Certainly there is no joy or confidence 
if we contor.1pla to ourselves. 

If our salvation were to dopond on OU.1."' ow::: good works, 
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height of' t~1.0 uoral la ddor to wi1ich we hove clir:tbcd by our 
ow:.1 of'f'ort, or if' our salvation depeDded 0:1 t:::1e strength of' our 
gci.p o:n tho rUJ..-igs of' that lac".dor, we could l-iavo no cor::fidcnce: 
and it uould prcsunption to ooso any hope on t:1. is. But it 
is on Christ that we dep0:1d. Christ's work for us is perfect aad 
we nre ncoepted by God. in :c.;:iu, if' wo put our :tai th h! I-ar::. 
So, as the hyt:"ll: wri tor has so aptly sur_;;:1ec1 Up the Gospel : 
"Hothi.ng in ny hand I bri::.1c;, sil:iply to T!.c.y cross I cling". It 
is not what ·wo havo boe:1 a:Jle to do~ but 1·;rhcit Christ hes so 
Perfectly done f'or us thnt secures our entry into Heavo1. 
Our Grou:.1d of' hope is Christ and Christ only. This ground is 
Suro; and so our hope :Ls sure. Ls wo :faco the :future wo look 
to God with f'ull con:fido:1ce a:1d certainty th.at Eo will keep 
His proL:iso to save all those w:-:o put tlleir trust in Christ. 
Said St. ?nul "I know HhoD I hnvo bolievec., 2:1d ar..1 persua ded 
th.at Ho is n ble to keep that wi1.ich I have c or::mi ttod unto }1i1:1 

agai!.1.S t th.at day" • 

It uay be thought surprisi:c1g, in view of' t lle :fac1:: t:w t tho 
Bible teaches us to have a joyful c onfidence in regard to our 
future, that tho Ronan Catholic Church scould teach that such 
conf'ide:ice is a sin. Yet , :L~ :fact, it doos teach tiLis a~d it 
a:1n.t!i.or.:mti:ues those who are co ._1pletcly conf'ido:.-.1 t about tb.eir 
eternal sa?oty; :for exaople Canon 16 of' Session 6 of' the Cou...~oil 
of' Trent, anathor.1atizes those who are certain of their 
ultir..m te salvation. '.i'ho sar.:io viewpoint is eJ::pressod by 
Thonas c:iquinas, the r.1ost :fnr.10us Ror:1a:n Ca t:i.1.olic writer who i::l 
hio Sur.~":la (II-I. Q.. 112 ea• 5) wrote "no r.10:1 can know whether 
he :i.as sonti:fy:L."1g grace", t~"lat is, no 1:m11 can :c1ow whether 
he is going to :i.1.eavon or to hell . Si1:rl.lnrlyp in a panphlot 
en ti tlod "So you think you arc saved", wri tte:n by a woll-knmm 
Sydney Hona:i Catholic spokosnan, we read on page 26 111Tovor 
i:;i. this lif'o are we allowed to r:!oko it n certainty thn t wo 
sholl bo saved". 3ut as we hove seen, tb.o psalr:list was oortnin 
"I sl-:all dwell in the l-;.ouse o f' ti"lo Lord f'orevor 11 • Ste Paul 
was certai:.1, o:nd he expected :-:.is readers at ~:lo::1e to be certain 
of' their salvation, and St . Jol~1 wrote i:::i I John .5:13 11?~1eso 
tld-~gs :'lave I written unto you thnt you r:my bow that you i1avc 
eternal li.f'e, oven to y ou who believe on the 1~a::10 o:f tho son of 
God. 11 

Af'ter all, how could we have any hnppiness or serenity of' 
i:ll.nd if' we were uncertain w:'let~Lor wo wore goint:; to hoavm1 or 
hell . :CVorything olso polos into insigni:ficnnco i:f wo take 
this questio:..'l. seriously. But God intends us to hnvo a happy 
:franc o:f r::i:<1d. Indeed, Eo oo r:Jr.m:t.'1ds it, 11Rojoico in tho Lord 
always 11 • i .. :1d one of' tho chi0:f ingrodio::.1 ts of' this happy f'rnr:1e 
of' ui:.1d is the k..11owlodgo that t:10 future is L.1 His hands and 
that ~-~o l:as :forgi von us our sins and will 001:1plo to the work 



A-i.e has begu..."'1. in us and will bri1>.g us to : Ii r:rnelf. "God is 
f'ai thf'ul wi-10 also will do it 11 Ste Paul told the Thessalo:nia.'1s 
(I ':e1:i.es. 5:2J,2l~). 

In view of' the clear and emphatic teaching of' the 
3 ible the que s tioi1 arises 'how does the Roman Catholic de:;.1omina ti on 
co1:ie to hold and teach. the opposite view., '.L':i:1e solution of the 
dif'f'icul ty is not :far to seek. The Roman Ca ti"10lic church 
believes t!1at our salvation is basedt, not on the merits o:f our 
Lord Jesus Christ only, but a1so i n part on our O"tVl'l merits. 
Haturally, if this were so, it would be impossible for 
persons, sensitive to t:10ir o"'lm deficiencies, as we all should 
be, to have any joy of assurance of' salvation 3 except in the 
case o:f a special revelatio~ ; and in keeping with this~ 
members of' the Ror,mn Church are told that they should live 
under t:ie shadow of' the uncertainty of' their final salva tio:::i.., 
They cannot be sure tb.at t hey are g oil g to heaven a 

T~1is erroneous teao!tlng :follows naturally from the 
Ror:m1~ Catholic view that sal va tio:1 depends i:1 part on our 
ol'm e:ff'orts; f'or if this teac~tlng were true, who could h ave a 
sure confidence as he faced death, for none o:f us would dare 
to be so presumptuous as to t:-iink t h at at t::e Judge!:ie::it Day his 
own i:ierits would be certai:1ly sufficie:;.-:i t to obtain God!s 
approval. Christ ha s taugl:..t us when we have done alJ~ to say, 
'we are u;:pro:fitable serva:::ts!. So it 'would be imposA~:,ble 
f'or aayone who is not conplotely callous to h is own def'icie!'lcies, 
to have that joyous assurance of the certainty of f'uture bliss~ 
a joy uhioh is ref'le cted a11.d inculca tecl i :::l the Bible / so long 
as he is basing his ~ope of sa1vation, even in part: on the sort 
of life ho is living~ 

T::lis erroneous tea cmng of' looking to our own efforts to 
get to Heaven 2 is not, o:f course, confined to Roman Oatbolics. 
It springs up naturally in the human heart~ and that is doubtless 
its source in Roman Ca tholicisn~ It is held ~ sometimes 
unconsciously, oy a great nu.r:iber of people outside the Ronan 
Catholic comnunion. :'.:fowever, the teaching· of' the Bible is clear 
that God does not proaise us salvation be cause of our me:t>i _ts, 
I quote :fror.1 Titus J: 4 (in Mr. Ii.nox1$ transl.a ti on) :r-:;:o saved us 
and it was n ot thanks to anything we had done for our ovm 
justification. - So~ justified by I-Iis g race we were to become 
heirs, uith the hope o:f eternal lif'e set before us 1 o Frora t hi s 
passage, as well as ma:ay ot~:ers it is clear we ·will be accepted 
by God at t lie Judgement Day 0 :1ly on accou.."'"lt o:f the mori ts of' our 
Lord a!1d Saviour~ Jesus Christ~ through :fai tl-1 $ and not for our 
own works or deservings. His I:Ierits are perfect~ that is why we 
may be sure of our salvation., I:f ar1y of' you who are listenii.1g 
this evening are llilcortain of' your salvation , then either you 
are unaware of' the promises of' God in :::-as ~J ord7 or else you 
are looldD,g, at least i:1 part, to t he sort of' lif'c that you are 
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looking, at least in part, to the sort of lif'G that you are 
trying to live, to wi:.1 you a plc:ice in I-!cavcn ~ Uncertainty 
with regard to future ~liss is an indication tho t you aro basing 
your salvation elsewhere than on Christ alono. For only ns 
we rest 0:1tirely in Ein, c:irc we 2 Jlo to have the joyous 
assu.ra:ace of' th0 f'orgivm1oss oi' our si:as n:1d o:f acceptance with 
God, c:in nssurancc which tb.e 3iblo toc:ichos s h ould bo tho co::::stant 
exporie~cc of' every Christia~. 
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