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This month the Scripture Union is directing 
attention to the importance of re.gularly reading the 
Bible day by day. It is an excellent thing to form 
the habit of reading a chapter or half a chapter or 
some other portion of God's Word each day, because 
God's Word is the instrument that God uses in forming 
a Christian character in us. 

You will remember that Genesis 1 tells of 
God's purpose of creating men and women in His likeness 
and in His image. This divine purpose is finally 
fulfilled when our characters and personalities conform 
t o the character of Christ Who is the perfect image 
and reflection of God. Thi s purpose will reach its 
fulfilment when we see Christ at His coming. But 
already God is at work in His children and the way 
that the Holy Spirit brings about this transformation 
of our character is through the Word of God, by 
applying it to our minds and to our wills and to our 
whole personality as we read it, so that by His power 
we grow into that character of God which has been 
revealed to us in His Word. Thus the regular reading 
of the Bible is most important for growth as a 
Christian; and not only the reading of the Bible 
privately but also the reading of it publicly in the 
congregation 9 and especially its explanation and 
application by the preacher, for the preacher is called 
by God to this work of ministering God's Word to God's 
people. Unfortunately it is often true that sermons __..; 
nowadays are taken up with other things than explaining 
and expounding passages of the Bible; but if this is 
so, God will not work through such sermons in the way 
He works through His Word. 

Just as we ought to read the Bible daily 
ourselves as individuals and attend to hear it 
expounded weekly in church, so those of us who are 
heads of families have a responsibility for reading 
and explaining God's Word to our children and all who 
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live in the home of which we are head. We cannot get out 
of this responsibility any more than the minister can get 
out of his responsibility, for reading and explaining the 
Werd of God to those under his charge. For it is only 
t h rough a knowledge of the Word of God received into the 
mind and accepted in the heart that Christians grow into 
the likeness of Christ. ·. Where there is a lack of knowledge 

"of ·Go·d 's Word, there will a ::1. so be a lack of Christlikeness 
in the character and actions, whether of an individual or 
a home, or a church congregation, or a denomina tion. 

Perhaps the gravest weakness of the Roman 
Catholic denomination is that in the past it has not 
encouraged a knowledge of the Bible am0ngst its members. 
As we all know , at the time of the Reformation the English 
translation of the Bible was condemned and as man;ir copies 
as could be collected were destroyed by orders of the 
Bishop of Lone.on, and its translator, William rryndale , was 
arrested and burnt at the stake. IndeeC. towards the end of 
the middle ages , even knowing the Bible by h eart was 
regarded in the chur ch courts as ovider..ce of heresy, and 
was sufficient ground for cond emnation to death . This 
distru st of allowing ordinary church 111el!lb e1' :::: to possess and 
read a copy 'of the Dible in their own language or to know 
its contents continued on in the Roman Catho:i ic church, sc 
that as late as the middle of last century Pope Iius IX in 
his SylJ.abus of Errora des~~ita d Bible Societ~es as 

. "pests". 

The Roman Ca tholic church .1:egards the Bible 
. as -Under the control of the church. This is illu;:;trated 
in the prefa~e to the paperback edition of the Papal 
Encyclicals edited by Anne :B'remantle, published seven 
years ago. I n this preface written by a Jesuit , Gusta1re 
Weigel, we read on page 10 i ":B1or the Catholic 9 God reveals 
Himself th:i::ough the medium of the teaching of .. . the 
church . . • The church uses many means: the te a ching of 
authorised masters , i . e.~ the bishopc and their primate the 
pope 9 t he liturgy ? bo ok s Writ t en by men of the church 
under divine inspiration ~ i.e. t he s criptures ; the common 
beliefs and pr a ctices of the Catholics stretched out over 
t ime cmd space 1.L'h e :i.n rni i r ed books, wh j_ch h ave God o. s t heir 



author in consequence of their inspiration , ·. are 
ecclesiastical instri.;inents for teaching, guiding and 
exhorting, · They are not over thE? church 9 but rather 
a pa:r't of . the church's panoply to be used in her work 
of accomplishing the task of ur.iting man to God. It 
is the. church which teaches, the church which 
sar.1.ctifi es : the church which builds and vitalises. 
The church is not a fruit of the book but rather the 
book '.ifl the fruit of the churchn. This quotation puts 
very clearly the ~raditional Roman Catholic position 
wJ th regard t o tlLe Bi::ile . The writer says explici t:;_y 
that the Bible is n0t ovt::r the church !)ut the Bible 
.is just qne ai11cngst many o ':;>er inst_...,uments which the 
church possesses. The writer calls it an .'' ecclesiastical 
iustrument 11 iJnplying that it is to be used or disused 
in the church's wisdo:c.1 and in the past it has been 
mostly d'isused.. But if ;you reflect, this is an extrJ. ­
ordj nary position. If, as Roman Cathnlics acknowle)ge , 
the Bible is Goo.' s Word, then God's Word must be 
sovereign over ,all our actions " \lv'hen God speaks a 
VvOr'd it is our par ~ to submit and to obey. Moreover 
Goe. ' s Word cam1ot be man's instrument, God' a Vford , 
as the Bpistle to the Hebrews reminds us, is ~'quick 
and powerful and sharper than any two-edeed sword". 
Ohristiruls have been erLtrusted with this sword by 
God, we use it under His direction, but it contains 
i+s owri power within i toelf. AR Isaiah chapter 55 
pui;s it "My word that goes forth .from my mouth shall 
not return unto me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please arid it shall prospPr in the·. thing 
whereunto . I send it". '.I.1he church is the minister 
of God's Word, that is its ser-.;ant or its slave. It 
is not · its boss or its controller. 

If we fail in our ministry and keep ~aok 

....__/ 

God's Word from ourselves or our families or our· 
congregations, the r esult will be a stunting of 
Christian growth; bu~ if we minister God's Word faith­
fully and prayerfully the result (it is g ood to 
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remember) will not be according . to our abilities, 
which are slight? and weak' but ·. cWCOrding I to the 
strength and power of the Word of God itself 9 which 
is mighty to cast dovm · s·trongholds, as St."· Pat~.+ put .. ~t-· 
We have an interesting illustration of this fact in ·· · 
the modern Roman Catholic church. .Amongst Rom~ 
Catholics the study of the Bible has be~n on the 
increase this century a11d this is leading to vel'y 
interesting developments.:. We may perhaps date this 
increase of interest in the Bible to 1.893 when Pope 
Leo XIII issued a bull entit1.ed 11 Provid01::tissirrus 
Deus" j_n which he commended Bible study. This was 
followed by the foundation of tha School f o~ Bihl~cal 
Studies at Jerusalem and the establishment by Popa 
Pius X of the Pontifical Biblical Institute at Rome in 
1909. Then 50 year3 later in 1943 ~o pa Pius XII 
published a most important "'ncyclical entitled. "Divino 
Afflante Spiritu" by which he greatly stimulated the 
study of the Bible amongst Roman Cathol.ics and in 
contrast to his predecessors of last century, urg : j 
Roman Catholics to 11 favour and assist those pioud 
associations whose obje~t is to circulate copies of 
the Bible ..• and to encourage Christian familie.s in 
the habit of reading them devoutly every day". He 
also urged the commendation "in w0rd r;md practice!' 
of modern vernacular translationa of the Bible . 
Moreover the Bible was now to be translated from the 
original languages in preference to the Latin. lt 
must be. remembered that even so modern a translation 
as that of Msgr Knox 1 s was still made from the LatJ n 
vulgate rather than from the original text. Moreover 
the Pope enjoined tea chers of sacred scripture in. 
the seminaries to "complete the whole course of 
biblical teaching in such a manner as to equip young 
candidates for the priesthood and the ministry of the 
divine word with that knowledge of Sacred Scripture, 
and inspire them with that love of Holy Writ, ·without 
whi.ch the apostolate cannot be rich in fruit", and 
he · concluded with the prayer "May the future priests 



of ·the church find in Holy Scripture a pure and 
perennial source of their own s piritual life, and at 
the same time food and strength for the office of 
preaching which they are to undertake 11 

9 adding ·. 
"Christ will be better known by men, more ardently 
loved, more faithfully imitated by them according 
as they are moved with more eager desire to know arid 
meditate upon Holy Scripture and especially the New 
Testament, For as St , Jerome says 'to be ignorant 
of the scriptures is to be i gnorant of Christ' .,. 
it is in the scriptures ,,, that all will learn to 
know Christn. 

We may thank God for these indications of 
a ~rnw attitude to scripture , for if continued and 
not suppressed 9 it will work its work. For the Word 
of Got.1 9 i.f read prayerfully, contains within itself 
its own mighty power to convict and convince , God 
i 0 not a man , and His words are not mere ecclesiastical 
ins t.ri..unent ::; ~ whatever we may say 9 but they are 
pcwerful in breaking down strongholds of ~atan. If 
the :'?,1.ble :Ls read prayerfully and humbly 9 it will 
1Vork its own ·work. This has always been the exper;_;.;nce 
of Christians. It was the experience of the 
Reformation c..nd I think we may already decect in 
the modern Roman Catholic church tbe effect of the 
Bible now being re-read and re···studied in some parts, 
at least 9 of the Roman Catholic world. Thus this 
year Prafessor Hans Kung, one of the theologj .. ans 
summoned ~o Rom a to attend the Vatican Council, and 
who :_s a professor in the Ro.!Ilan Catholic theological 
fac1.:ll ty a t Tubi"lgen~ has published a book entitled 
"'I'hat the World l'via;r Believe" which contains some ":0 
passag es which are indistinguishable 9 in my ju.dgment 9 

from the doctrine of justification by faith over 
which the whole Reformation was fought and which 
Protestants believe to be so dlearly revealed in 
scripture. Thu$ on page 83 Kung writes " i n the 
cross and resurrection of Christ God has shown 
Hims-e-lf gracious towards all men 9 adjudging them . 
righteous , A man has to abandon himself to God empty 
handed without works 9 , putting his whole trust in ... 
Him; in short he has to believe. It is only from 
this state th2,t he can then fru itfully do the works 
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of love. And only thus can we finally face the 
judgment 11 • Kung goes on to speak of this 11 justifica­
tion of the sinner and his selfless trusting abandon­
ment to God 11 as the consequences when a man "surrenders 
himself in faith •.• to the one true God in Jesus 
Christ", leading to the "showing forth of this faith 
in works of love". And on page 102 he writes, "Baptism 
is no use unless it is matched with a decision of 
faith; baptism is the sacrament of faith . Faith 
means decision: Are you going to rely ultimately on 
yourself or on God? Are you going to take everything 

9lf sufficiently into your own hands or leave every-
1.1hing selflessly to Him? Are you goin_s to trust His 
word or not? Believe or not believe?" 

It is true that these sentiments are not 
characteristic of the modern Roman Catholic church as 
a whole. As we have seen from the preface to "Papal 
Encyclicals 11 the old attitude is still being vi orously 
expressed at the present time 5 but if the Word of 
God is read it will continue to have its salutary 
effect. As Kung says on page 57 nrf Catholics and 
Protestants both look into the mirror of the Gospel 
and both keep measureing up more and more ·to the 
demands of our Lord in the Gospel then we shall, step 
by step, come nearer to each other''. This is true, 
and we may thank God that a Roman Catholic has 
written it and pray that God's Word will continue to 
work its work both in him and in us. We ourselves 
have had free access to the Scriptures for 400 years. 
7e need to look to the rock from whence we are hewn 
and redouble our determination to read God's Word for 
ourselves, to teach it to our families and to preach 
it in the congregation. Nothing can be a substitute 
for the Word of God. Sermons full of pious ideas will 
not work the transformation of the character in the 
way that expositions of God's- Word will do. For the 
Word of God touches the conscience and stirs up the 
will of the hearer as well as illuminating his mind, 
for the Spirit of God works with His own Word. It is 
His sword. So by reading and meditating on the Word of 

God as given to us in Holy Scripture 9 we will be 
built up into the likeness of Christ and so fulfil 



God's purpose for us in creation, nrunely that we 
should be conformed to the perfect image of His Son. 
So let us ·renew our resolution to read .. God's Word 
and teach it in our home and in our church. 

21 July 1963 15/63 
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