


HOPE  IS  THE  ANCHOR 

We  have  thi5  as  a  sure  and  steadfast  anchor of the 
sou/, a hope that  enters  into  the  inner dirine behiMJ
the  curtain, where  Jesus· has goo,:, as a  forerunner 
on  our  behalf. .  .  . Hebrews  6:19; 20 

The Hong Kong Harbor doesn't hove many 
wharves,  many  quays, nor many  piers. The  large  In� 
ternotionol Terminal where passenger liners sti.11 
dock  is  about  the only  place  where  passengers  and 
cargo  con  be  directly  off  loaded  to  tlie  shore.  for 
the  rest,  the  cargo  ships  must anchor out in  the hor
bor which stretches from Kowloon to  the floating 
city  of  Aberdeen.  The  junks  nestle  close  to the  side , 
of  the  ships  and  putt  bock and  forth  between  them 
and the whorehouses on the shore. Hong Kong 
Harbor  depends  on  anchors  a  great  deal. 

Anchors  are  extremely  important.  When  the  ti9e 
comes  in a  harbor  like this,  the  strain on  the anchor 
chains  increa ses,  and  when  the  wind  stiffens  from 
out  to  sea,  ev.erything  depends  on  the  strength;of 
their cables and on the way the hooks  have ·: 
tciblished their purchase  on  the  rocky  harbor  bot
tom.  As  long  as  the  anchors  hold,  the ships  can  fie 
dea d  in  the  water,  propellers  sfill,  while  the  cranes 
swing  their stuff over  the  s.rde into the waiting iunlcs. 

It  is  no  wonder  thdt  anchors· hove  become  an  al
most unive;sal.  symbol of stability,  ·strength, and 
rescue in time of danger. For the anchors that stea qy 
the  ships  that  lie  below  Victorfo  Peak  in  the  Hong 
Kon_g  Har_bor  are  not  recent  inventi_o,ns·.  As  ·long  a·s 
men have sailed, they.  have devis� weight� and 
hooks  that  have  been  used  to  hold  a  ship  fost  and 
keep  it from  beii:ig  driven  on  the rocks. 

. , 

Anchors  were  used  during  Bi�le  times.  One  par
ticularly fascinating  episode recorded  in the'  Bible 
tells how 'the apostle °J>aul was a prisoner on a 
ship  that  weathered  a  fien:e ·cairie  Mutiny  type of
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storm that had torn away the ship's rudder and top
pled  its  sails.  The  book of Acts  tells how the terror
stricken crew drifted helplessly across the Sea of 
Adria. Finally, they suspected they were nearing 
Ian?.  "So  they  sounded  and  found  twenty fathoms; 

� little  farther on  they  sounded  again  and  found 
fifteen  fathoms. And fea ring  that  [they]  might  run 
on the rocks, they let out four anchors  from the 
stern,  and  proy,ed  for  day  to  come" (Acts  27:  28 
29). 

I 

The  Bible  also  invites  us to think about on anchor 
in  connection  with  a  situation  that,  at  first  appea r
ance,  does  not  seem  to  hove  anything to do  with 
anchors  at  all.  I  am  talking  abouf the  ascension  of 
Jesus Christ  into  hea ven.  The  Bible  suggests  that as 
a person's gaze follows Jesus as He rises into 
heaven's  courts,  it  is  as  if  one  is  throwing  out  his 
anchor. Letting  one's gaze follow  Christ  into heaven 

!s like
_ 
thr

_
owing  ovt  an  anchor. In  a  sense  the gaze 

itself 1s like_  the anchor  chain.  At the  end of  the 
chain the anchor  _ is hooked onto something in 
hea ven.  And  the  anchor  hos  a  name.  The  name  of 
the  anchor  is hope. 

The  name  of  the  anchor  is  hope!  You  con  see  at 
once'  that all this is enormously  important. For  if 
�here  is  anything  you  and  I  need,  it  is  hope.  Hope 
1s  the  anchor  that  gives  stability  to  those  who  be
lieve in  Jesus. I  don't know  how  much  you  know 
about  Jesus,  but  I  daresay  that  if  you  are anything 
like  I  am,  you  need  hope more than you need  food 
and  water. 

The  ideas  that  we have been  talking  about  to
�ether  are  expressed  in  Hebrews 6 in  language  that 
1s  rather  obscure,  so  we  will  have  to  spend  a  little 
time  talking  about  it  after  we  notice  what  it  says. 
Hebrews 6_ tells  us to "seize the  hope set before us,"
and  then 1t  shows  that  the  hope it has  in  mind  is 
related to what happened when Jesus Christ as
cended into  hea v -en.  We  read,  "We  have  this  as  a 
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sure  and  steadfast  anchor  of  the  soul,  a  hope  that 
enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, 
wher.e  Jesus  hos gone as a  forerunner  on  our  be
half  ... "  (vv.  19,20). 

These  words  talk  about  a  hope  that  is  on  anchor 
of the soul. Whereas the anchor of a ship is 
dropped  down into  the  sea's  depth,  this hope  is  cost 
into "the inner shrine behind the curtain where 
Jesus is." This strange language is worth studying 
ond understanding. 

The Bible views Jesus Christ as  a heavenly per
son who come into our world and l .eft it again 
without  being  destroyed. Events  of  unsurpassed  im
portance. occurred while He was with us. Jesus, 
whose  birth  was  heralded  by  angels of  heaven, was 
received bock  up into  heaven  when  His work  was 
accomplished .. He come with His physical body 
strong  and beautiful  from His  mother's  womb,  and 
He left with the some physical body glorified 
through His suff.ering, death,  and resurrection. 

Those who admire Jesus, but who believe that 
He was destroyed by death,  hove a religion that 
is different from the religion found in the Bible. 
Acts l,  in  the New  Testament,  contains  a  straight
forward account of Jesus olive after His resurrec
ti·on  from the dead and of  Jesus moving  from  the 
realm of this earth into glory. We read: "[Jesus 
Christ showed himself olive to his apostles after 
his  suffering],  appearing  to  them  during  forty  days, 
ond speak:ng  of the  kingdom  of God. 

"So when they hod come together, they asked 
him,  'Lord,  will  you  at  this  time  restore  the  kingdom 
to Israel?' He said to them, 'It is not for you to 
know the times or seasons which the Father hos 
fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit hos come upon  you; 
and  you  shall  be  my  witnesses. .  . . And· when  he 
hod said this, as they were looking on, he was 
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lifted  up,  and  a  cloud  took  him  out  of  their  sight" 
(Acts l :3,  6-9). 

Now, this is pretty hard to believe if one hos 
adopted a totally naturalistic view of  himself and 
the world. If a person believ,es that the natural, 
material  universe  is  all  there  is,  then  obviously  the 
account of Jesus' ascension into heaven is some 
kind  of  fairy  tale.  But  who  says  that  material  real
ity  is  the  only  reality  there  is?  Many  of  us  dre  in
clined  to  believe  that  there  is  more  to  human  exist
enc•e than that which con be explained in terms 
of the physical. And those who read and believe 
the  Bible  know  that  there  is  a  God,  that  He  exists 
in a  realm  which  we coll  heaven,  and  we  con  be 
related  to  H:m. Furthermore,  those  who  believe  the 
Bible beli.eve that we ore more than material 
beings. We  hove  a  spiritual  element  in  us,  too.  We 
hove  a  soul. In  fact,  the  sentences  from  Hebrews  6 
we read a few moments ago, spoke of a hope 
which  was  the  anchor  of  the  soul. 

Just  'because many people hove rejected the 
Bibl.e's  revelation  of  God  does  not  mean  that  there 
is no God. When people believed that the world 
was flat, they did not succeed in making it flat 
with their erroneous  belief. So,  too,  those who  re
ject the Biblical record of Jesus' ascension do  not· 
in fact make the ascension a legend. The Bible's 
account is unmistakable and  it  is  trustworthy. Thus 
we  must  begin  by  acknowledging  that  Jesus  Christ, 
the  only begotten  Son  of  God,  survived  His  bitter 
sufferings and forty  days after His resurrection He 
transferred His heodquort.ers from  this  earth bock 
to  heaven  again. 

So, Jesus ascended into heaven, and that is a 
fact. But  that  fact  doesn't  do  us  much  good  unless 
we  respond  to  it  in  faith. To  use the figure of speech 
that  w.e  found  in  Hebrews  6,  we ore  to  let  our  gaze 
follow Jesus as He ascends and we ore to keep 
our  attention  fixed  on  H:m. Just  as  a  ship  throws  its 
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anchor  into  the  harbor's  depths,  we  are  invited  to 
throw our anchor into the courts of heaven. As 
Hebrews  says,  "We  have ·this  {hope]  as  �  sure  and 
steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope · that enters 
into  the  inner  shrine  behind  the  curtain,  where  �esus 
has  gone  as  a  forerunner  on  our  behalf .... " 

What  a  beautiful  word  hope  1s!  And  yet  what  a 
sad word! Fqr when  we  use  it, we are usually in 
a hopeless  situation. "I  hope  I  won't  lose  my  job," 
we  say,  and  when  we  say  that,  we  reveal  that  we 
have  fear  that  we  might. "I  hope my  son  will  get 
better," we say, and when we say that,  we  show 
that we have some  fear  that  he might not. Hope, 
as  we generally use the word, is  rooted in possi
bility,  not  in  reality. 

But  that  is  not  true of Christian  hope. The  hope 
that is described in the Bible is rooted  in reality. 
Those who believe the Bible  are  invited to estab
lish  their  hope  not  in  terms  of  something  that  might 
happen,  but  in  terms  of  something  that  did  happen. 
Jesus  has  come  to  our  world,  He  has  suffered  and 
died, He has risen again, and He has ascended 
into heaven,  and  therefore  Christian  hope  exists  as 
those who believe in Jesus let their gaze follow 
Jesus' ascension. They  know  that H.e  is in  heaven, 
and  the  stability,  direction,  and  joy  of  their  life  are 
rooted in  this  supremely  important  real;ty. 

Are  you  too  proud to  consider  what  Biblical  hope 
is  and  what  it  could  do  for  you?  Are  you  so  self
sufficient  that  you  don't  think  you  need  it?  We  all 
need  this  hope.  Look  at  what  the  ascension  of  Jesus 
Christ can mean for you in terms of hope,  if you 
rece:ve the Bible's messag.e in faith. It can do at 
least  two  things. 

The first thing it can do is assure you that  the 
biggest  problem  in  your  life  has  been  solved. That 
is  the  problem  of  sin. This  is  the  root  problem. Sin 
is the cause of our frequently disappointing per
formance.  More  importantly  sin  is  the  cause of  your 
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death. Sin  is  the  great  sickness  that  renders  human 
experience ultimately disappointing. 

Jesus takes care of this problem for all those 
who  believe  in  Him. It  is  very  instructive  to  notice 
that when the book of Hebrews describes the as
cension of Jesus Christ, it  does not emphasize the 
physical aspects of this event. The Bible sees no 
problem at that point. When one remembers that 
the person who ascended into heaven was the 
great creator of the heavens and the earth, there 
is  no problem. But  the Bible  casts  Jesus' ascension 
into heaven in terms  ·that indicate that Jesus' en
trance into heaven signoled the  glorious  fact that 
payment  for human  sin  hod  be.en  made. 

The  B:ble  talks  about  our  hope  as  something  that 
enters  "into  tire  inner  shrine  behind  tire  curtain"  as 
our gaze follows the ascended Jesus into heaven. 
This strange phrase is a refer.ence to the compli
cated system of sacrifice that is described in the 
Old Testament,  especially  in the  book  of  Leviticus. 
If you ore familiar with the· Old Testament, you 
will r-emember that  the  tabernacle  and the  temple 
were built very precisely with various courts, or 
shrines. At  the. heart  of  the  holy plcices  there  was 
the  holiest  shrine  of  all.  There  the  holy  ark  of  God 
was  found.  And  into  this  holiest  of  places,  the  h'gh 
priest  of  the  people  of  Israel  enter.ed  with  the  blood 
of sacrifice once a year. Hebrews 6, which talks 
about our hope entering into the shrine, suggests 
that when Jesus ascended into heaven, He went 
as the greatest high priest of all into the holiest 
place of all, the very presence  of God. 

That this is  the idea behind Hebrews 6 is  clear 
from  a  v.ery  specific  description  of  Jesus' ascension 
found  in  Hebrews  9  which  describes  it  as  the  work 
of  a  high  pri,est  going  into  the  Holy  of  Holies. No
tice the d:rect . reference to the work of the high 
priest  on  Yorn  Kippur,  the  great  day  of  atonement. 
"Christ  has  entered,  not  into  a  sanctuary  mode  with 
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hands,  a  copy  of  the  true  one,  but  into  heaven  it
self, now  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  on  our 
behalf. Nor was  it  to  offer  himself  repeatedly,  as 
the high priest enters the Holy Place yearly with 
blood not his own; for then he  would have  had 
ta suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the 
world. But as it is,  he  has appeared  once  for  all 
at the  end  of  the  age  to  put away  sin  by  the  sacri
fice  of  himself"  (Hebrews  9:25, 26). 

Now I don't know how familiar you are with 
the Old Testament description of sacrifice, but 
those  sacrifices  were  in  many  instances  bloody  and . 
horrible.  They  did  not  pay  for  sin,  but  they  serv.ed 
as  a dramatic reminder of the  true nature of  sin. 
They  showed  that  sin  brought  death.  And  now  the 
Bible  says  that  Jesus  put  sin  away  by  the  sacrifice 
of  Himself  for  us.  Because  He  did,  it  is  possible  for 
the love anci gr.:ice of the Almighty to flow  into 9r' 
the lives of sinful people like us. 

An illustration of what happened in connection 
with  s:n  would  be  something  like  this:  Let's  say you ll, 
had a dreadful disease that would take your 
weight down, down, down, and down, and you 
were  brought  to  the  hospital  and  the  doctors  diag-
nosed your disease as one that could be treated 
with a particular medication. So  you would take 
the medication, and one day the doctors would 
say,. "All  the  tests  tell  us  that  your  diseas.e  is  con
quered. The blood tests are negati�e. It's over. 
You don't have  to  worry  about your  sickness any 
more.  You  can  go  home."  And you would  go  home. 
You  would be  weak,  and  it  would  take  you  many 
weeks  to  get  your  strength  back. But  your  disease 
would  be  conquered. 

Well,  that is the way  it is now for those who 
believe  that  Jesus  died  for  the  payment  of sin, and 
He  rose  again  and  now  appears  in  the  holy  shrine 
on  behalf  of His  people.  They  know  that their  sin 
problem has been taken care  of. Surely,  they  are 
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still weak  because  they  still  have  the  results of  their 
disease.  But  the  disease  has  been  conquered.  Jesus 
has  pa;d  the  price  of  sin  totally. 

The  ascension  of  Jesus  is  the  great  fact  that  ·an
nounces  that  our  great  High  Priest  is  in  heaven  and 
our sins  are  gone  if  we  believe  in  Him. 

Now  do  you  see  why  it  is  so  important  that  you 
believe that Jesus is your Savior? You  must con
fess  your sins,  and you  must  flee  to  Him.  And as 
you see  Him in  the  heavenly Holy of  Holies with 
the blood of the new covenant which He shed, 
you  may  be  sure  that  your  sins  are  gone.  And  you 
can sing: "I have no other righteousness, I have 
no other plea. It is enough that Jesus died,  and 
that He died  for me." 

I don't know: maybe the sin problem doesn't 
bother  you  very  much.  If  it  doesn't,  I  can  see  why 
you ar,e not interested in Christianity. But if it 
does,  here  is  marvelous  hope.  Your  eye  can  follow 
Jesus  as  He  ascends  into  heaven  and  you can know 
that  He's  there  right  now,  pleading  your  cause  and 
making  your  salvation  sure. 

The  second  way  the  ascension  of  Jesus  can  forti
fy your hope  is  expressed  in  an  astonishing  word 
in Hebrews 6: 19 which says that  Jesus Christ has 
gone into  the  inner  shrine  having become  a fore
runner on  our  behalf. 

The ascended Jesus, who went into the holy 
shrine  of heaven,  went  there  as  a forernnner. We 
are apt to miss the word forerunner in a hasty 
reading of the Bible. It is,  nevertheless,  extremely 
important. For one thing,  it shows the difference 
between the way Jesus went into the holy  shrine 
of  heaven  and  the  way  the  high  priest  of  the  Old 
Testament went into  the  Holy  of  Holies.  The  high 
priest went in alone, and nobody ever followed 
him.  The  blood  he  brought  for  the  sins  of  the  peo
ple  '.\'.CS  not  powerful  enough  to  open  the  way  so 
that they could come in after him. In fact, the 
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blood  was not  strong  e;nough  to  enable  the  high 
priest himself  to  stay· there. He  had  to  come  out 
of  the  Holy  of  Holies  himself.  But  Jesus  went  into 
the  holy shrine of heaven and  He stayed ther,e, and 
He  prepares  the  way  for  His  people  so  that  they 
can  come  there,  too. 

As  you  let  your  gaze  follow  Jesus  into  the  holy 
shrine  of  heaven,  you  are actually watching  human 
flesh, like your  .flesh, going into the very pres
ence of God. We  now know that  a person like 
ourselves  has  gone  into  heaven  and  we  will  follow 
Him. 

. 
. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Bible, we read that when 
God  created  man,  He  created  man  for  fellowship 
with God. God and man  were  friends  originally. 
We  were  made  in  the  image  of  God  to  be  friends 
of  God.  But  ,n::m  chose  to  be a  friend  of Satan in-.., 
stead,  and  from  that  moment  onward  our  circum
stances have become very painful and we have 
been alienated from our creator. But  as  our  eye TI, 
follows  Jesus into the  holy  shrine  of  heaven,  we 
can  cheer  because  we  know  that  a  man  has  once 
again entered into  the  presence  of  God  and  man 
and God  can  talk  together  with  nothing  standing 
in  their  way. 

Jesus  Christ is  the Son of God, to be sure, but He 
is  also  a  human  being.  His  flesh  is  our  flesh.  The 
blood that throbbed within His veins during the 
course  of  His  life  on  earth  was  the  same  as  ours. 
The  life  He  lived  and  the  death  He· died  was  like 
our lives· and our deaths. But He  rose from  the 
grave, and  now  our gaze follows  Him into  the  holy 
shrine  of  heaven.  That  is  our  flesh  that  has  gone 
into  heaven.  That  is  our  brother  who  is there  talk-
ing  with  God. 

Those  who  believe  that  Jesus  is  their  Savior  and 
who  surrender  themselves  totally  to  Him  know  that 
just  as  surely  as  Jesus  ascended  and  entered  into 
heaven itself, they  are  going  to  follow Him,  and 
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on, day  they will  stand in  the very  pr�ence of
God.  J,esus  is  the  forerunner..  His  peopl.e  wrll  follow 
Him. 

A  glorified  human  being  is  in  heaven.  Glorified 
human  flesh  is  in  heaven.  And  He  is  there  getting 
everything· ready for all · His  br-others and sisters 
who believe in Him.  They  are  excited  when  they 
think  about  what  He  is  doing  there  for  them.  The;y 
are the people with hope in this world. It's  not 
hope  based  on  possibilities, but  it is based  on  reali
ties-the realities of on ascended Savior who  is 
the  forerunner  of  a  whole  host  of  people  who  are 
going  to  come  and  join  Him. 

Such  a  hope  is  an  anchor  for  the  soul.  An  an
chor-think of an  anchor! Think  of it holding a ship 
steady as  the  tide comes  in,  or  as  the wind  stiffens 
and white water appears in the  harbor.  The  an
cho-r keeps the  vessel  from  being  dashed against 
the rocks  or from running  aground. An  anchor
think  of  our  lives!  We  are  buffeted,  too.  There  are 
t:mes  when  circumstances  can become  so intoler
ably  horrifying  that  we  want  to  di,e.  We  need an 
anchor,  too. 

You  need  an  anchor.  You  need  this  anchor.  You 
need  the  liv.ing  hope  the  Bibl·e  talks  about. Hope 
is the anchor. Do you know Jesus? Do you be
lieve  that  He  is  the  very  Son  of  God  and  the  Son 
of  Man?  Do  you  know  that  1:-iis  sacrifice  on  Cal
vary  was  enough  to  pay  for  your  sins?  Now,  let 
your gaze foHow Him into the very courts . of
hea.ven. Let  Jesus  be  the  rock  you.r  anchor  gnps. 
Th.'nk  of  it:  your  anchor  is  holding  you  because  it 
is attached to Jesus. Have yo.u · ever been in a 
sm�II  boat and  thrown o.ut  your anch_or  to  keep 
you from  drifting,  and  haye  you  eve;r  wondered, 
"What's  down  there  holding  it.?"  Well,  when  you 
think  of  the  anchor  we  have  !:>een  talking  about, 
you  m9y  ask,  too, "I  wond�r  w�at's  holding  it?" 
Jesus is. As your vision follows the ascended 
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Jesus into  heaven, you  may be  certain  that it  is 
Jesus in  the holy shrine before the  very  presence 
of God who is preparing a  ·place  for you-this 
Jesus  is  holding  the  anchor  fast. 

Christianity  is  a  beautiful  religion,  isn't  it?  Jesus 
has  ascended  into  heaven. Receive  this  gospel  in 
faith  and  live  with  your  life  anchored  in  the  hope 
that  Jesus  gives  all  those  who  believe  in  Him. 

The message  printed  in  this  pamphlet  was  heard  over  the 
Back to  God  Hour,  which  is  broadcast every Sunday  in 
�peration with the Christian Reformed Churches of 
America, in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave 
throughout  the  world. 
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