


HOPE IS THE ANCHOR .
storm that had torn away the ship's rudder and top

pled its sails. The book of Acts tells how the terror

strickencrew drifted helplesslyacrossthe Sea of

Adria. Finally,they suspectedhey were nearing

larp. "So they sounded and found twenty fathoms;
little fartheon they sounded again and found

fifteen fathomAnd fearing that [they] might run

wharves, many quags man iers. The large In® on the rocks,they let out four ancholrs fronthe
ternotionolTerminalwhere paésgngeﬂiners stigll stern, and preg¢ for day to comtActs 27: 28
dock is about the only place where passengers and29)- . e .
cargo con be directly off loaded to tlie shore. for | The Bible also invites us to think about on anchor
the rest, the cargo ships must anchor out in the horin connection with a situation that, atefirst app
bor which stretchefrom Kowloonto thefloating ance, does not seem to hove antdfdagwith

city of Aberdeen. The junks nestle close to the sidednchors at all. | am talking abouf the ascension of
of the ships and putt bock and forth between them/€susChrist intoeatven. The Bible suggests that as

and the whorehousesn the shore.Hong Kong a person'sgaze follows Jesus as He risesinto .
Harbor depends on anchors a great deal. heaven's courts, it is as if one is throwing out his

Anchors are extremely important. When the ti9e ?g?,f‘f’{,fe“’.”g O”igazefoﬁov'l’ S ’”to“iﬁ”
comes in a harbor like this, the.strain on the anchor! ’”?1 I’ﬁ(w’”g hov ah” anchOfn ?thsensedof ehgaze
chains inerses, and when the wind stiffens from 'tﬁe. Sh S thanc Icgr Ck ad'“' cHoH & the
out to sea, ewthing depends on the strength;of ﬁeam HIE JancneTy HogKeCiontip sqmetiyngn
theircablesand on the way the hooks havés: aven. And.the anchor hos a name. The name of
tciblishedheirpurchase on the rocky harbor bot the ‘anchor fispe. ,
tom. As long as the anchors hold, the ships can fie The name of the anchor is hope! You con see at
dead in the water, propellers sfill, while the cranesonce' thaall thisis enormously importafor if
swing their stuff over tie irsto the waiting asnl @ere is anything you and | need, it is hope. Hope
It is no wonder thdt anchors: hove become an allS the anchor that gives stability to those who be
mostunive;sal. symbof stability, ‘strengtnd lievein Jesusl don'tknow how much you know
rescue in time of danger. For the anchorsathat st abOUt Jesus, but | daresay that if you are anything
the ships that lie below Victorfo Peak in the Hong'lK€ | @am, you need hope more than you need food

We have thi5 as a sure and- steadfast arathtre
sou/a hopethat enters into the inmirinebehiMj
the curtain,where Jesus- hasgoo,:,as a forerunner
on our behalf. . . Hebrews 6:19; 20

The Hong Kong Harbor doesn'thove many

Korg Har bor are not recent ongeAlS ‘longs a- and wz.ater. .
men have sailed, they. haveevis@ weight€@nd The ide that wehavebeen talking about to
hooks that have been used to hold a ship fost ang®ther are expressed in Hebrews 6 in language that
keep itfrom beii:ig driven on rdeks. 1s rather obscure, so we will have to spend a little
Anchors were used during Bi@le times. One par time talking about it after we notice what it says.
ticularlyfascinating episodtecorded itthe' Bible Hebrews @ells us to "seize the hope set husidre
tells how ‘theapostle®hul was a prisoneron a and therit shows that the hibpes in mind is
ship that weathered a fien:e -cairie Muti@f type  relatedto what happenedwhenJesus Christas
2 cendedinto kaven. We read, "We have this as a
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sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that
enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain,
wher.e Jesus hogone as a forerunner on our be
half ..." (vv. 19,20).

These words talk about a hope that is on anchor
of the soul. Whereas the anchor of a ship is
dropped down into the sea's depths hoipe is cost
into "the inner shrine behind the curtain where
Jesus is." This strange language is worth studying
ond understanding.

The Bible views Jesus Christ as a heavenly per
son who come into our world and left it again
without being destroyed. Events of unsurpassed im
portance. occurred while He was with us. Jesus,
whose birth was heralded by angels of heaven, was
received bock up into heaven when Hi work was
accomplished .He come with His physical body
strong andbeautiful fromHis mother's womb, and
He left with the some physical body glorified
through His suff.ering death, and resurrection.

Those who admire Jesus, but who believe that
He was destroyed by death, hove a religion that
is different from the religion found in the Bible.
Acts |, in the New Testament, contains a straight
forward account of Jesus olive after His resurrec
ti-on fromthe dead and of Jesus moving from the
realm of this earth into glory. We read: "[Jesus
Christ showed himself olive to his apostles after
his suffering], appearing to them during forty days,
ond speak:ng ofthe kingdom ofGod.

"So when they hod come together, they asked
him, 'Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom
to Israel?' He said to them, 'lt is not for you to
know the times or seasons which the Father hos
fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit hos come upon you;
and you shall be my witnesses.. .. And  when he
hod said this, as they were looking on, he was
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lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight"
(Acts | :3, 6-9).

Now, this is pretty hard to believe if one hos
adopted a totally naturalisticview of himselfand
the world. If a person believes that the natural,
material universe is all there is, then obviously the
account of Jesus' ascension into heaven is some
kind of fairy tale. But who says that material real
ity is the only reality there is? Many of us dre in
clined to believe that there is more to human exist
ence than that which con be explained in terms
of the physical. And those who read and believe
the Bible know that there is a God, that He exists
in a realm which wecoll heaven, and we con be
related to H:m. Furthermore, those who believe the
Bible beli.eve that we ore more than material
beings. We hove a spiritual element in us, too. We
hove a soul. In fact, the sentences from Hebrews 6
we read a few momentsago, spoke of a hope
which was the anchor of the soul.

Just 'because many people hove rejected the
Bibl.e's revelation of God does not mean that there
is no God. When people believed that the world
was flat, they did not succeed in making it flat
with their erroneous belief. So, too, thosavho re
ject the Biblical record of Jesus' ascensiondo not
in fact make the ascensiona legend. The Bible's
account is unmistakableand it is trustworthy. Thus
we must begin by acknowledging that Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son of God, survived His bitter
sufferingsand forty days after His resurrectionHe
transferred His heodquort.ersfrom this earth bock
to heaven again.

So, Jesus ascended into heaven, and that is a
fact. But that fact doesn't do us much good unless
we respond to it in faiEh. use the figure of speech
that w.e found in Hebrews 6, we ore to let our gaze
follow Jesus as He ascends and we ore to keep
our attention fixed on H:gust as a ship throws its
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anchor into the harbor's depths, we are invited to
throw our anchor into the courts of heaven. As
Hebrews says, "We have ‘this {hope] as €@ sure and
steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope ' thatenters

into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where @esus
has gone as a forerunner on our behalf "

What a beautiful word hope 1s! And yet what a
sad word! Fqr when we use it we are usually in
a hopeless situation. "I hope | won't lose my job,"
we say, and when we say that, we reveal that we
have fear that we might. "I hopany son will get
better," we say, and when we say that, we show
that we have some fear that hemight not. Hope,
as we generally use the word, is rooted in possi
bility, not in reality.

But that is not truef Christian hope The hope
that is described in the Bible is rooted in reality.
Those who believe the Bible are invitedto estab ¢ =
lish their hope not in terms of something that migh
happen, but in terms of something that did happen.
Jesus has come to our world, He has suffered and
died, He has risen again, and He has ascended
into heaven, and therefore Christian hope exists as
those who believe in Jesus let their gaze follow
Jesus' ascension.They know thatH.e isin heaven,
and the stability, direction, and joy of their life are
rooted in this supremely important real;ty.

Are you too proud to consider what Biblical hope
is and what it could do for you? Are you so self
sufficient that you don't think you need it? We all
need this hope. Look at what the ascension of Jesus
Christ can mean for you in termsof hope, if you
rece:ve the Bible's messag.ein faith. It can do at
least two things.

The first thing it can do is assure you that the
biggest problem in your life has been solved. That
is the problem of sin. This is the root problem. Sin
is the cause of our frequently disappointing per
formance. More importantly sin is the cause of your
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death. Sin is the great sickness that renders human
experience ultimately disappointing.

Jesus takes care of this problem for all those
who believe in Himlt is very instructive to notice
that when the book of Hebrews decribes the as
cension of Jesus Christ, it does not emphasize the
physical aspects of this event. The Bible sees no
problem at that point. When one remembersthat
the person who ascended into heaven was the
great creator of the heavens and the earth, there
is no problem. But theBible casts Jesusascension
into heaven in terms -thatindicate that Jesus' en
trance into heaven signoled the glorious factthat
payment forhuman sin hod be.en made.

The B:ble talks about our hope as something that
enters "into tire inner shrine behind tire curtain" as
our gaze follows the ascended Jesus into heaven.

This strange phrase is a refer.enceto the compli
cated system of sacrifice that is described in the

Old Testament, especially ibhe book of Leviticus.

If you ore familiar with the: Old Testament,you

will rememberthat the tabernacle andhe temple
were built very precisely with various courts, or
shrines. At the. heart of the holplcices there was
the holiest shrine of all. There the holy ark of God
was found. And into this holiest of places, the h'gh
priest of the people of Israel enter.ed with the blood
of sacrifice once a year. Hebrews 6, which talks
about our hope entering into the shrine, suggests
that when Jesus ascended into heaven, He went

as the greatest high priest of all into the holiest
place of all, the very presence ofGod.

That this is the idea behind Hebrews 6 is clear
from a v.ery specific description of Jeamension
found in Hebrews 9 which describes it as the work
of a high pri,est going into the Holy of Holies. No
tice the d:rect. referencéo the work of the high
priest on Yorn Kippur, the great day of atonement.
"Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary mode with
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hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven it
self now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf. Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as
the high priest entersthe Holy Place yearly with

blood not his own; for then he would have had

ta suffer repeatilty since the foundation of the

world. But as it is, he hasappeared once for all
atthe end of the age to put away sin by the sacri
fice of himself" (Hebrews 9:25, 26).

Now | don't know how familiar you are with
the Old Testamentdescriptionof sacrifice, but
those sacrificwere in many instances bloody and
horrible. They did not pay for sin, but thed serv
as a dramaticreminderof the truenatureof sin.
They showed that sin brought death. And now the
Bible says that Jesus put sin away by the sacrifice
of Himself for us. Because He did, it is possibl@ for
the love anci gr.:iceof the Almightyto flow into IF
the lives of sinful people like us.

An illustrationof what happenedin connection
with s:n would be something like this: Let's saylyou
had a dreadful disease that would take your
weight down, down, down, and down, and you
were brought to the hospital and the doctors diag-
nosed your diseaseas one that could be treated
with a particular medication.So you would take
the medication,and one day the doctors would
say,. "All the tests tell us that your diseas.e is con
quered. The blood testsare negati€@elt's over.

You don't have to worry abowour sicknesany

more. You can go home." And you would go home.
You wouldbe weak, and it would take you many
weeks to get your strength b8ck. your disease
would be conquered.

Well, thatis the way it is now for those who
believe that Jesus died for the payment of sin, and
He rose again and now appears in the holy shrine
on behalf ofHis people. They know thahieir sin
problem has been takencare of.Surely, they are
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stillweak because they still have the results of their
disease. But the disease has been conquered. Jesus
has pa;d the price of sin totally.

The ascension of Jesus is the great fact that -an
nounces that our great High Priest is in heaven and
our sins are gone if we believe in Him.

Now do you see why it is so important that you
believe that Jesus is your Savior? You mustcon
fess yoursins, andyou must flee to Him. Aas
you see Himin the heavenlyloly of Holieswith
the blood of the new covenantwhich He shed,
you may be sure that your sins are gone. And you
can sing: "l have no other righteousnesd, have
no other plea. It is enoughthat Jesus died, and
that He died forme."

I don't know: maybe the sin problem doesn't
bother you very much. If it doesn't, | can see why
you arg not interestedin Christianity.But if it
does, here is marvelous hope. Your eye can follow
Jesus as He ascends into heaven and you can know
that He's there right now, pleading your cause and
making your salvation sure.

The second way the ascension of Jesus can forti
fy your hope is expressed in an astonishing word
in Hebrews 6: 19which says that JesusChristhas
gone into the inner shrine havibgcome afore
runneron our behalf.

The ascended]esus, who went into the holy
shrine ofheaven, went there asfoaernnner.We
are apt to missthe word forerunnerin a hasty
reading of the Bible. It is, nevertheless, extremely
important.For one thing, itshows the difference
betweenthe way Jesus went into the holy shrine
of heaven and the way the high priest of the Old
Testamentwentinto the Holy of Holies. The high
priest went in alone, and nobody ever followed
him. The blood he brought for the sins of the peo
ple '\'.CS not powerful enough to open the way so
that they could come in after him. In fact, the
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on, day thewill standn thevery pgenceof

blood wa not strong e;nough to enable the highGod. ¢sus is the forerunner.. His peopl.e wrll follow

priesthimself to stay- théle.had to come out e
of the Holy of Holies himself. But Jesus went mlc-loA 'gloriﬁed human being is in heaven. Glorified
the holy shrine of heaven and He stayeshther human flesh is in heaven. And He is there getting
He prepares the way for His people so that theé/verything- readgr all - His br-otharsl sisters
can come there, too. h who believein Him. They are excited when they

As you let your gaze follow Jesus into the holhink about what He is doing there for them. The;y
shrine of heaven, you are actually watching humagpe the peoplewith hopein thisworld.It's not

flesh, like your flestyoing into the very pres hope based on possibilities, but it is based on real
enceof God. We nowknowthat apersonlike ties-the realitieof on ascende®aviorwho is

ourselves has gone into heaven and we will follgy¢ forerunner of a whole host of people who are
Him. going to come and join Him.

At the beginning of the Bible, we read that Wh.enSuch a hope is an anchor for the soul. An an
God created man, He created man for fellowshippor think of an anchor! Think of it holding a ship
with God. God and man were friends originally. ~ cteady as the tide comes in, or as the wind stiffens
We were made in the image of God to be frie whitewaterappeardn the harbor. The an
of God. But ,n::m chose to be a friend of Satan Uho-keepsthe vessel from being dasjedst
stead, and from that moment onward our €ircunghe rocks ofromrunning agrounth anchor
stancediave becomevery painfuland we have think of our lives! We are buffeted, too. There are
beenalienatedromour creatorBut as our eyet t:mes when circumstancesecame smtoler
follows Jesumtothe holy shrine of heaven, we ably horrifying that we wané tWedineedn
can cheer because we know that a man has ong§‘hor too.
againenterednto the presence of God and man ! ;
and God can talk together with nothing standingneYeodu t?wiei?hga?\oap)%cr;ﬁg g?ttjblﬂsegbgm%paencmr' You

in their way. .
J is the anchorDo you knowJesus?Do you be
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, to be sure, but He jieve that He is the very Son of God and the Son

is also a human being. His flesh is our flesh. TR¢ Man? Do you know that 1:-iis sacrifice on Cal

course of His life on earth was the same as ouggur gaze foHow Him into the very courtsof
The ||fe He lived and the death He:- died was I||§a/en|_et Jesus be the rock ynuhor 'gnpsl
our livesand our deathsButHe rosefrom the Th.'nk of it: your anchor*is holding you because it
grave, and now our gaze follows Him into the holys attachedo jesus.Haveyou everbeenin a
shrine of heaven. That is our flesh that has gongn@il boand throwout 'youmnclr to keep
into heaven. That is our brother who is there ta{lsy from drifting, and haye you eve;r wondered,
ing with God." , : _ "What's down there holdifig\Well, when you

Those who believe that Jesus is their Savior aggink of the anchor we have !'>een talking about,
who surrender themselves totally to Him know thay m9y ask, tdb,wond@r w@at's holding it?"
just as surely as Jesus ascended and entered infes,s is. As your visionfollows the ascended
heavenitselfthey are going to follbw, and 11
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Jesusinto heaveryou maye certain thét is
Jesusin theholy shrinebeforethe very presence
of God who is preparingg -place foyou-this
Jesus is holding the anchor fast.
Christianity is a beautiful religion, isn't it? Jesus
has ascended into heaRecoeive this gospel in
faith and live with your life anchored in the hope
that Jesus gives all those who believe in Him.

The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Back to God Hour, which is broad@strySunday in
@peration with the Christian ReformedChurchesof

America, in QueenslandNew South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmaniaand WesternAustralia, and by shortwave
throughout the world.

P.O. BOX 108, i P.O. Box15392

New Lynn
SUTHERLAND, N.S.W. 2232 AUCKLAND N.Z.
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