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SKY PILOT FELLOWSHIP

RALLY 6L. SALE OF WORK
to be held (D.V.) in the grounds of

MARELLA MISSION FARM
ACRES ROAD, KELLYVILLE, N.S.W.

Saturday, 3rd May, 1975
MORNING and AFTERNOON

Free Parking

1.30  p .m. P UBLIC MEETING. ALL THE US UAL S TALLS

REFRES HMENTS  AND HOT P IES  AVAILABLE

P roce e ds  in a id of our work for ne e dy Aborigina l childre n
Do your Mother's  Day shopping while you enjoy a day's  outing in the country; at the same time

you will be  he lping this  work for the  da rk childre n of our la nd.

Make up a  car party, including your friends . For children there  will be  swings , pony rides  and
motor boa t rides  on the  Mis s ion Lake  and othe r a ttractions .

If you are unable to come by car, there are buses  from Parramatta  to Kellyville  Bus  Terminus .
The Mission Farm is  about one mile from the Terminus, but transport between the Mission Farm and
Kellyville  Terminus  will be  arranged for the  following buses .

Depart Parramatta Station: 9.10 a.m., 10.45 a.m., 11.40 a.m.

Depart Kellyville  Terminus : 11.28 a .m., 12.45 p.m., 1.28 p.m., 1.44 p.m., 4.14 p.m.

If corning by car, turn off Windsor Road a t Pres ident Road, follow to end, then turn le ft into
Green Road and firs t turn to left is  Acres  Road. The Miss ion Farm is  the  third home on the  left in
Acres Road.

Gifts  for the  s ta lls  will be  greatly appreciated. They should be ra iled to MareIla  Miss ion Farm,
Parramatta Railway Station, or brought direct to the Miss ion Farm before or on the day of the Rally
or posted to Box 29, P.O., Castle Hill, 2154, as  early as  possible.

For further particulars , please 'phone MareIla  Miss ion Farm, 629-1555.

P LEAS E P RAY FOR A FINE DAY
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J UNGLE BEAUTY: Sky P ilo t's  Log , 2CH Broadcas t, K. Lang fo rd  -Smith

S ome  of you ma y ha ve  re a d books  writte n
ma ny ye a rs  a go by Dr. Gordon, be tte r known
a s  Ra lph Connor. One  wa s  ca lle d "The  S ky
P ilo t o f No  Ma n 's  La nd". It wa s  th is  book
tha t firs t sugge s te d the  na me  S ky P ilot for my
aeroplane. Amongst my prized possessions are
le tte rs  from  Ra lph Connor who wa s  ve ry in-
te re s ted in my ae roplane  work in Arnhem Land
a nd with whom I corre sponde d up till the  time
of his  dea th. One  of his  books was about Gwen,
a nd toda y's  s tory is  a  s light e cho of the  mora l
of tha t s tory.

George and I had le ft the  open euca lyptus
fore s ts  for the  jungle  country, a nd e ve rything
was  new and s trange  to us . Of course  we  re -
cognised many of the trees and plants of Arnhem
La nd, but he re  in  the  high -ra infa ll be lt the y
grew to perfection. We  ca me  out of the  ma n-
grove  swamps to the  jungle  proper. Never have
I s e e n a  s ight to compa re  with it. He re  we re
pandanus pa lms with the ir massive  orange  col-
oured fruits ; grace ful umbre lla  trees , decora ted
with deep red; hibiscus bushes with flowers  like
beautiful ye llow funne ls . A little  to  the  right,
domed bushes  of glossy green showed tha t the
native  cabbage flourished. On the  othe r s ide
were  bloodwoods, re d  s tringy -ba rk a nd the
shapely melaleuca. George was speechless for

whisper.
"S mithy, is  this  re a l? I a in 't d re a m in ' a m

I?  I ne ve r thought tha t a  pla ce  like  this  e xis te d
outside  of heaven."

"It's  re a l, Ge orge . A little  bit of uns poile d
crea tion a t which the  ange ls  sang for joy. Look
at those  beech oaks. They seem to be  s inging
a t the  ve ry joy of it a ll.  Lis te n! You ca n he a r
them murmuring and s ighing."

Look a t tha t white  ce da r down the re . It 's  a ll
cove re d with purple  flowe rs  jus t like , we ll like
lila c!"

"It is  be a utiful, Ge orge , but wha t a bout tha t

jus t a  red robe  like  Fa the r Chris tmas!"
" I say, Smithy, I know a  lo t of the s e  he re

trees. At firs t I thought the y wa s  some thin'
d iffe re n t,  bu t it 's  jus t tha t the y grow be tte r
here. There  a re  nut-megs and quandongs and
milk -woods  a nd ove r the re  is  a  be a n tre e  a nd
right a longside  is  a  na tive  ginger."

"Ge orge , wha t's  tha t tre e  be hind you? It's
got a  funny gre y ba rk a nd sa ge  gre e n le a ve s .
And the  flowers  or flore ts  or wha teve r you ca ll

them a re  massed in clumps like  sunflowers ."
"We ll, I don't know its  prope r na me  but we

call 'em gingees. Ma ybe  tha t's  the  Aborigina l
na me  for 'e m. The re 's  a  pre tty good mus te r of

oh yes , and a  swamp mahogany. Look a t them
lawyer vines , thicke r than my leg, some  Of 'em
a nd climbin' a ll ove r the  pla ce . S ome  of 'e m
has  pods  about a  ya rd long."

"It's  a  pity they have  such crue l barbs; they're
like  gre a t incurving hooks . The y ca ll the m
'Come -ba ck-quicks ' a nd its  a  good na me  too."

"I'll s a y it is . Ma ny a  de e p cut I've  ha d from
them too. But the y look pre tty e nough if you
keep clea r of 'em. S ay, a re  those  fig tre e s  with
roots  growin' down from the  bra nche s? Some
of the  roots  is  bigge r tha n the  trunk a lm os t."

"The y're  some  sort of fig but I don't rightly
know wha t va rie ty. But look a t the  c rim s on
mistle toe  hanging down in grea t festoons. Did
you ever see  anything more  colourful?"

"We ll,  S m ithy, it's  ha rd to  s a y wha t is  the
pre ttie s t of the  lo t,  but if you a s k m e  I th ink

up into the  trees  a t the  edge  of the  jungle  is  the
most wonderful thing as  eve r I seen."

"It ce rta inly is  some thing I have never seen
before. I think it m us t be  the  c lim bing fe rn
the y ca ll Lygodium — o r th e  F e rn  o f G o d .
G e orge ,  we  ough t to  ta ke  o ff ou r ha ts  in  a
pla ce  like  this ."

" I fee l like  goin' down on me  knees , S mithy,
tha t's  how I feel!"

And then I
of ye llow and purple  flitting round the  hibiscus ;
sulphur crested cocka toos sta ining the ir breasts
re d a s  with blood a s  the y fe a s te d on the  fla me
trees. Drongos, Torres  S tra its  pigeons, honey-

with birds  of a ll colours , shapes and s izes  up to
the  scrub fowl tha t was scra tching in the  decay-
ing leaves regardless of our presence . We could
ha ve  s ta ye d in tha t spot with ple a sure , but we
could not a fford to s pe nd the  night the re  a nd
were  forced to move  on.

It wa s  a  long time  be fore  Ge orge  a nd I saw
tha t place  aga in. Whe n we  did so we  pa use d
in horror. Gone  we re  the  tre e s  a nd the  birds .
Tra ctors , e xplos ive s  a nd fire  ha d re duce d our
fa iryla n d  to  a  c le a rin g  a lre a d y to rn  b y th e
plough. A white  man came  to mee t us . "Say,
fe llows ," he  gre e te d, "I'm  re a l gla d you ha p-
pened a long. Wha t do you think of my clea rin'?
Ain't done  too bad, have I? Soon be  ready for
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plantin'. It was  a  lot of work, but I won through.
I ha ve n 't be e n  'e re  long but I've  m a de  a  lo t
of improvements , I 'ave ."

"Improvements!" George  splutte red. "They
ought to  s hoot you, the y ought,  for m a kin ' a
mess like  this  of the  jungle ! You're  worse  than
a  blinkin' murde re r."

"S a y, a re  you ba lmy? " e xcla ime d the  a s ton-
ished fa rmer. "Th is  a in ' t  a  m e s s ; th is  is  a
clea rin' and though I says  it myse lf a s  oughtn't,
the re 's  not anothe r man could have  done  more
in  the  tim e  tha n  I 'a ve . You 've  got to  cut
a wa y the  jungle  if you're  e ve r goin' to do a ny
good with the  la nd. Oh, ye s , I da re  s a y it wa s
be a utiful to  look a t be fore , but you ca n 't e a t
be a uty. No, I gue s s  P RETTY TREES  NEVER
FED HUNGRY P EOP LE."

I didn't se e  tha t spot a ga in. Ha d I done  s o
I might have seen paw -paws and bananas, snow
white  cotton burs ting from  the  pods ,  golde n
maize; pineapples, custard apples and mangoes.
Maybe  the  spot is  beautiful aga in with a  beauty
tha t ca n fe e d hungry pe ople . I don't know. But
I do know tha t in most lives  the re  comes a  time
whe n God looks  for fruit a nd finds  nothing but
leaves. It ma y me a n tha t the  things  we  love d,
e ve n the  good things  a nd the  be a utiful things
in our live s , ha ve  to be  uproote d a nd cle a re d
away.

To us, maybe , our lives a re  like  tha t clea ring;
ba re  a nd burnt a nd torn by furrows  of pa in a nd
we  cry out to God to know why this  must be . In
our blindness we cannot see that the plough must
com e  if we  a re  to be a r fruit. Oh, it hurts , I
know, but love  is  be hind it; a nd one  da y, if we
s ubmit willingly a nd trus tingly the re  will be  a
ne w be a uty in our live s . Not the  wild jungle
be a uty tha t ne ve r fe d a  hungry s oul,  but the
be a uty of ripe ning fruits  for the  fe e ding of our
fe llow men. We  re a d in the  e le ve nth cha pte r
of Mark tha t J e sus  was hungry. "And se e ing a
fig tree  afar off having leaves, he  came, if haply
he  might find a nything the re on; a nd whe n he
ca me  to it he  found nothing but le a ve s ." No-
thing but leaves! Doe s  tha t de scribe  your life ,
or mine?

Mrs .  K.  LANGFORD-S MITH:  At the  time
this  le a fle t goes  to the  printe rs  the re  is  no fina l
ne ws  a bout Mrs . La ngford -S mith's  condition.
Afte r a  pe riod in S ydne y Hospita l for te s ts  she
ha d to  go to  the  Roya l North S hore  Hos pita l
for furthe r te s ts . This  month she  and he r hus-
ba nd a re  to  s e e  the  he a rt S pe c ia lis t for h is
verdict and nothing definite  can be  reported until
a fte r tha t vis it. Howe ve r it is  known tha t one

va lve  a t le a s t is  not functioning prope rly a nd it
is  a lmost certa in tha t an opera tion will be  neces-
sary to replace  the  va lve  with a  plastic one . Any
he a rt ope ra tion is  s e rious  a nd a t he r tim e  of
life  it is  not to be  unde rta ke n lightly; howe ve r,
the  Heart Specia list has made very full tests and
she  must be  guided by his  advice .

Mrs .  La ngford  -S m ith  wis he s  to  tha nk the
ma ny frie nds  who ha ve  writte n to he r or s e nt
messages by phone; especially those who are re-
membering her in the ir prayers . This  has been
a  grea t encouragement and uplift to he r a t this
anxious time. S he  is  in God's  ha nds  a nd He
never makes mistakes.

S ALE OF WORK: The  ne xt S a le  of Work
will be  the  Autumn Sa le , se t down for Sa turday
3rd May, as  advertised in this  lea fle t. We would
va lue  your pra ye rs  for a  fine  da y a s  s o much
depends on the  weather in an out -door function.

We would be  gra te ful for gifts  for the  va rious
S ta lls , e specia lly aprons , cakes  and plants ; but
a nything s a le a ble  will be  gra te fully re ce ive d.
Parce ls  may be  ra iled to Mare lla  Mission Farm,
C/- Ra ilwa y S ta tion, P a rra ma tta ; or pos te d to
Ma re lla  Mis s ion Fa rm , Box 29,  P os t Office ,
Ca s tle  Hill; or be tte r s till, de live re d to the  Mis-
s ion Fa rm, Acre s  Roa d, Ke llyville  be fore  the
day of the  Sa le .

Because of rising costs and the steep increase
in wa ge s  our limite d re source s  a re  s tra ine d to
the  limit; we  ha ve  to de pe nd on the  re sults  of
the  S a le s  of Work to e na ble  us  to ca tch up on
a rrea rs  and to mee t future  commitments .

THE OLDER CHILDREN:  It is encouraging
to he a r, from time  to time , from olde r childre n
who ha ve  le ft Ma re lla  a nd ta ke n the ir pla ce  in
the  community. Besides those  mentioned in our
Fe brua ry is s ue  we  ha ve  he a rd from  We ndy,
Rita , Be ve rle y a nd J e nnife r a mongs t the  girls ;
and Les, Mervyn and Cedric amongst the  boys.
S ome  of the se  ha d he a rd a bout the  illne s s  of
"Mum" a nd we re  quick to re spond. Others are
a wa y in the  country but the y ha ve  s e nt me s -
sages  of good wishes  to us  recently.

Mis s  HE ATHE R  WAR WIC K: Mrs .  W a r-
wick's  da ughte r, He a the r, will be  21 this  ye a r.
S ome  time  a go she  joine d he r mothe r a nd Mr.
a nd Mrs . La ngford -S mith who with two of our
supporte rs  made  a  trip to Da rwin by ca r. This
s ta rted a  yea rning to see  othe r pa rts  of Austra -
lia  while  she  wa s  young a nd una tta che d. Re-
ce ntly, toge the r with a  girl frie nd, He a the r s e t
off in he r little  ca r for the  north. We have  hea rd
tha t they have  reached Cairns sa fe ly and a re  a t
pre s e nt s ta ying jus t out of the  towns hip in  a
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house  they have  rented. We  wis h the m both
every blessing and we would va lue  your prayers
for the ir future . Na tura lly we  a re  a nxious  to
think of two young girls  on the ir own, especia lly
with so ma ny re ports  of viole nce  on the  roa ds ,
but the y a re  in God's  ca re  a nd we  know tha t
He  will not fa il.

WRAP P ING LEAFLETS : E a c h  t im e  th e
"S ky P ilo t Ne ws " is  publis he d  the re  is  a  lo t
of work involved. Nearly 4,000 copies  have  to
be  folde d a nd pa s te d down re a dy for the  ma il.
We  a re  most gra te ful to volunta ry he lpe rs  who
a s s is t in this  work. Ma ny ha nds  ma ke  light
work a nd re ce ntly we  ha ve  ha d s e ve ra l ne w
workers. We  a re  inde bte d to the  me mbe rs  of
the  Ka ringa l Club of Ba ulkha m  Hills ,  a s  we ll
as friends from the  Church of England a t Baulk-
ham Hills , a nd  Le igh  Me m oria l Methodist
Church from P a rra ma tta . S om e  of our s ta ff
a nd the  olde r girls  a lso he lp in this  work.

F RUIT F LY: This  ye a r our Fa rm Ma na ge r,
Mr. Ala n Gre e ntre e ; ha s  wa ge d a n ince s s a nt
war aga ins t fruit fly. Because of abandoned or
ne gle cte d fruit tre e s  in this  dis trict the  fruit fly
had become a  ve ry rea l menace . However, this
ye a r the  fruit from Ma re lla  tre e s  ha s  be e n re -
markably free and the children have been able  to
use  ma ny bushe ls  of fruit from our own tre e s .
Ofte n the  childre n ha ve  two pie ce s  of fruit pe r
da y a nd this  me a ns  ne a rly five  doze n pe r da y
or thirty-five  dozen pe r week, which represents
a  lot of fruit.

EAS TER CARDS : Ma ny frie nds  s e n t u s
Easter cards which were  very much apprecia ted.
We  ha ve  so ma ny frie nds  a nd supporte rs  now
tha t it is  no t pos s ib le  to  s e nd  out Ea s te r or
Chris tma s  ca rds  to the  ma ny we  would like  to;
howe ve r we  trus t you a ll ha d a  ve ry ble s s e d
Ea s te r a nd we  pra y for God's  riche s t ble s s ing
throughout the  whole  of the  ye a r.

The  Mare lla  children a re  grea t on Easte r and
Christmas cards. The  little  g irls  ta ke  hours
making these  cards, pa inting them, and present-
ing them to "Mum", "Dad", and othe r members
of the  s ta ff. For a  we e k be fore  Ea s te r until
a  week a fte r these  ca rds  come  in, lovingly pre -
pa re d by little  ha nds . Sometimes, especially at
Christmas, they are  accompanied by small gifts;
pe rhaps  a  second-hand toothbrush, a  ha lf used
cake  of soap, or sometimes a  pa rtly used bottle
of scent or something that they themselves have
rece ived as  a  gift. The  Aborigines love  to sha re
things  a nd we  could a ll le a rn a  lot from the m.

S TAFF NEEDS : To se cure  suita ble  s ta ff to
look a fte r the  childre n is  a lwa ys  a  ve ry re a l

problem. We  ha ve  a  gre a t ma ny a pplica tions
from  bo th  m e n  a nd  wom e n  to  fill a ny fa rm
vacancies; but when it comes to domestic work
it is  anothe r s tory. The domestic workers have
to com m e nce  e a rly in  the  m orning a nd the y
work la te  a t night. Though the y a re  a ble  to
have  time  off during the  day, when the  children
a re  a t s chool, the y a re  on ca ll 24 hours  of the
day. If a  child ha s  tootha che , or fe e ls  ill, or is
frighte ne d by a  ba d dre a m, or a  thousa nd a nd
one  causes , the  s ta ff worker is  ca lled.

If one  of our worke r le a ve s  without notice
be ca use  of illne s s  or for priva te  re a sons  Mrs .
Langford -S mith has  to s leep in the  Girls ' Wing
while  "Aun ty Alic e " (who  ha s  be e n  with  us
a bout 9 ye a rs ) s le e ps  in the  Boys ' Wing. In
the  pa s t He a the r Wa rwick ha s  ofte n re lie ve d
Mrs . La ngford -S mith a nd ha s  supe rvis e d the
Girls ' Wing. It is  re ma rka ble  how God a lwa ys
provides someone  in an emergency.

Recently the  young man who was supervising
the  boys  le ft without notice  a nd the  pos ition
looked despera te . However, tha t ve ry day, Miss
J ulie  Whitfie ld ,  who ha d be e n our La nd Girl
be fore  she  le ft to take  up s tudies  a t the  Techni-
ca l Colle ge , ca lle d with a  ca se  of ora nge s  for
the  children. Whe n she  le a rne d of our e me r-
ge ncy she  imme dia te ly volunte e re d to fill the
gap until we  were  able  to replace  he r. At tha t
time her studies were  a t night only, and she  was
a ble  to he lp out during the  da y time  a nd s le e p
in the  Boys ' Wing a t night. As  Mrs . La ngford-
S mith ha d to go to hospita l this  wa s  a  wonde r-
fu l provis ion ,  a nd we  a re  de e ply gra te fu l to
Julie .

A young ma rrie d couple  is  coming to supe r-
vis e  the  Boys ' Wing this  month, a nd a s  J ulie
is  comme ncing a  full time  pos ition conne cte d
with he r s tudie s , this  will fit in ve ry we ll. Mrs .
Wa lton, who wa s  pre vious ly on our s ta ff, ha s
kindly agreed to he lp us  until this  change  takes
place  and a fte r tha t for the  two days each week
when the  young couple  have  the ir days off. We
a re  gra te ful to  a ll our frie nds  for the ir he lp ,
a n d  we  p ra is e  G o d  th a t He  wo rks  th ro u g h
human agencies.

CONCLUSION: The  ye a r is  we ll a dva nce d
a lre a dy a nd it promise s  to be  a nothe r ye a r of
advance in our work, even though some business
ma tte rs  a re  s till he ld up. We  do not ha ve  to
face  our problems a lone ; God ha s  promised to
unde rta ke  for us  a nd it is  in His  s tre ngth a nd
with the  assurance  of His presence  tha t we  face
the  future .
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