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RELIGION - 4 SENINARFOR GJP55S. AND ASSWCMTELSCHDOES

Seripptiree:  The: Basibs off Relifiiduss Btfuneatidon

[ff we understand what Seripttinee ids, we shalll bestt understand why andi how
it provitdss thiee basits foor thee educatiom off chidfern in thee priheipidies of
Christtdnitity andl or kadidge #iem, in =z manrer proper tbo Hisiir personalifiek:s,
tbo personall acceptance of thiee obliedtdnas off Chribsiahn disciptdsisipp.

The Billee ass thiee Book off thiee Covenant

Thes tesrm 'BRblgle! teills uss nothuiwgr aboutt thee charaetwr off thee book thsidee
tihgs cover, 'O@d Testamert! and Wew Testamert! aec more dlimidativing (6
we taklec thiee tidee too wander what ey mean!) as ey iditetée (@) thee wilakhl
eoncept off God'ss covenant withh thiee people: whomilie chooses tho he Hibs possessiam
andi isttuoment,, and (1)) thies twa hisbortmal phases off God'ss revelatidon off Hiss
purposes, More tiem thiedt, thee terms 'aldd' andl mew!' reffdelct thee foatt tiadt thiee
fidstst phase off revelbiidon was iin itds natunes trensienht andl tho be disgensed withh
whilée tiedt which replageel it hass a vitalilyty which makes it relésantt tboo God'ss
presaentt dealibhgss withn men,

The: origifin or nuclbuss off ‘thee Bibldb' might,, as = matter off histosicalal faett,
e seem in thiec book whicth Moses wrottes aft Mount Sanaii ait thiee tithes thanaddidtdly
afteer thiee Exodus, amdl which was actwall}y callddd ‘thee book off thiec covenant!t
(Exodus 24:4-7)). Thiss ook’ , begimnitg witth thee temn commandntenisd
ingldiigg alkeo certtdnin muldss of conduct seft euit now iin Exodus 2D tbo 23,
contaitrss botth what God undertook tho do foor Hiss people Bsaebl, and si3eo thiee
recipppcesl obli@iidoss resiirigg on [Bsaebl ass God'ss peopls, [t s arguable thiedt
thiee whole off thiee mestt off serippirere was fomed by » graduall ptecesss of adding too
titid s Aucluss off 'thee book off thiee covenamt!,,

bn d$s fidakl foorm, scrippbree, withomtt ever bsiigg itds fundameentdl character
as an ihsttvoment whereim God'ss promises amd! Hits people'Ss responses aree sait outh,
ks made up off fee quitée disétricict sectidtss. I mean et Hiesee seetivnss were
disstrictet in thiee minds of titesee who origihalyly recognised tiem ass belengihg
properiyr too thiec category of authoritbibiee setippites. Mdked, it was tkee
disttricict anti peculidsr character of eadh off Hiesec sectidmss which qualifietkd it tbo
e regarded ass ispiledd seripptree, bearihgs thiee mark off God'ss owh commmiiricatonn
too men, Thes fiMee sectibmss aec: thee bay, thiee praphets, thee writiiggs; thiee gospel
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bitdidalal trotith. 1Tt ids moft tboo much tho sayy Hiadt eurr whole understanding of
Goaliss rewelbdtdon off Himseifr tho mankind s derivedd froom setippree. Here s thie
[. \-/bjoad, contaitred iin human words,, whidh ks abie tho make & man "witee tbo salMattann,
“thitoogph fitith thiadt ds iin Chriset JesmsB!. Explittdyly or inplicidyly, thiee tespanse
whichh @ childd, or = man, must make too thiee diidee selffdisclestisere must aceofed
withh thlee scripptivabl pattesnn off what God hass shown Himselff too e andl off thiee
kifdd off people He wilkls tho make Hits own.
fttt s mott henee my purpese too say arkhinge curtiCedlomwise: about how tiee
contentt, off serippticerc might be utifidéded in teachihg: chiddeen., [ wiskh simply o
drews attenttdon tbo tireee aspects off meligiplsus educatiom whigh seem tbo me tho
receiee nsuffitieddnt regand],
IL. The Parenit andl Seripttitee
The parenit off a ehidd hass thiee pritnary responsibilitity or tss education,,

The reldsicion between parenit andl ehildd remains pribmary threvighout thiee peridcd
df educatiom. It &s nott enough foor @ paremt too send hiss ehidd to & (Shuich)
schooll, ar too churcth. He must suceceed in ientifyiyice himselff, in Hiee eyes off
“hiss ehidd, witth ‘thee people off God! tbo whomitiee pramise off God's fellawskipp
hass come, and he: must iditatee unmistadatly hiss own aeceptance off fige
obligatidoss df Christidnn discippdsisipip , thee obliattdnas of fitith andl obedience.
Somehovke must convey too hiss chidd tiait he, tom, s ‘undest' Hiee word of
scripitues, and theit he sees himselff as a partyy o Hie covenant off wihich tie
Biliée fbs thee chibff linstreiment. To teadh these thingss et sehooll o & ehidd
wihose fathierr andi muther deny or ignonee tiem, may nott be entiredyy fruitledsss,
butt £t may be a chibff reasam why we aie preducing noniidl fefflerr Blam feall
Christidnss.

et may one expect a paremtt too do, howsenar, in putss ait of & righht ai??
One might reasonably expect him too readi tiee Bitdee to hits childdeen, and to
offfer some explanatiom of ifss meandipg, He might abeo be expested o takes hiss
chiltidean witth him to church where together ey may heaf seripiviiess feadl and
expounddd. [n tiids way a fathiesr shows himselff to be botth subjecit to Hiee Wierd
off God himselff, and albeo too be a means of passing it oh. The whele seripitwakl
notibon of God's covenant requiress thait knowlledlge off Hie tenms of e ecovenant
and ftss oblipafienss ks conveyed in tiee fiistst instence by parents to ehiltéesn,
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Thids s made cleasr iin thee casee off Abrahamwhen ttiee covenant was firstst praposed
(Genesiss 18:19)), iin thee refearsall of thee [buw Dor thee whole: peeople iin Deutteronamy
(8:49%) , andi finalyly ifn thee New Testamertt where paremtss amee explicitlyly exhorted
tbo brilgg up tieiir chidiesn iin thee diswiphibeéne apdi sftuctioion Of thee Lok
(Ephesiams ©: 1-4)). Thiss iis mnit onlyy u pedagedical methods; it iis thee chibsr
rsttuonent whereby thiee blessingss off thiee covenant arec conveyed, God dissddsess
His intentidoss tbo Abraham sio thiatt Abrahammay ibhsstwcet hids household aftesr hifm
tbo obserwe ‘thae way off tiee LORD', and,, fuhier, s it God may brifgg o passs
alll tiiatt He hadi pramised concerning Abraham (Genesiss 18:19)),  Likewisss , Paulld s
remark ttiadt chiddenn shoult obey tieilr paremtss ifin thee Londl, andl thiedt tiids #s
thiee firktst commahdatenithh pramise (namely, Mhagt it may e welll witbh you: ard
thatt youm may lire Doge in thee bad!)) shows tiatt he, tooo, saw thiec patentt ass thkee
keyy figgrere iin conveying too thee chiidd thee meams off hids ulinhadée intherifidnoee,
The commadhdoo honouir oness parentss its nett desigmed to preduce & fosfm off
polifénesss ar etiipettée or concerm Mor thee welftwee off thee oldd people:, buit too
secunes titedt thiee teaching: whidh thes parentss arec under obligaitdion tho impart too
theiir ehilddesn willl be: heeded, to thee consequertt spirititalal benefitt off thee
childdeen. [t &s by parentall teachihg: of God'ss covenant, in factt, et tie
‘kmowledge off God!' becomesa contimmously operatinhg: andi finaHyly effestbdiee
realiity .

2, Lettidgo ttiec Bitdée Speak fosr lsellf

My secand poibit concerns thiee way in which tiec seripttness amee allowesi too
make theilr impressiom in teaching:., I know tierec atee people who dv nott Hitik
thes contentss off the: Bitbde shoulll be dinsathily taughtt too young childdenn att alll.

I thinklk I do recognises certzdin dangers in am unthowgfit-out presentatitom off
biltlidalal materiall too chiddesn, though I shoulli have thought thatt, in prinepide,
& general familagityty withh thlee contentss off thiee Bitilde froom am earyy age was a
good thihgz. Howeenver, what s reallly needed, howenar thiee [pbb s approacihet,
bs tatt thes Bitwee shouldi, over tie: teaching years, be sov exhibitedd as o eonvey
itss own tinusth, and by thiss I chiefiyy mean thatt it shoulli be undierstoed as

tthee book off tiee covemartt!, Here,, Hiec fivesfdldld divitidon [ spoke of earlléer
ks important. The plees of God's 'lawy! im Hiss approach too man shoulth be
untterstood, The !praphetss' need to be seen as Yl spimtdakl linkk between Hie
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Nae' amdl thhe ‘guspell!. Tie 'gosgell' isellf shoull e seem ass 'gospell!, ise.
- noft merely ass storide s aboutt JBsuas, buit thee ffiakl prechmation of God, Ho Which
alll el3se hadl lbed wp, calliing alll men ito relbitdnsiiip withh Himself threugh tiee
: missibon off Chritkt. Fibadllly, ttke New Testanrertt (hiteesrs meed tho i seem ass
thee apostidé' fee, ass thee authoritbébie withesss tbo tiee gospell whidh eame Wiongh
Chribet , amdl ass thiee waitee off prophecy ant sitvatioion withh tegandh too tise
tmplicationss of thiee fidakl establisbhent of tike neww covenant!, All #Hlss means
titatt , Oor examylle, it ds mott enough o have "Biblde Stonidss or thiee Young
Patrt I* Rolloedd byBBlde Standss Bor thee Young Pantt 09" andl wo afl fif. The
fundancehtdl unitss off ties Bitde, sometimeswhole books andl colldcticngs of books,
need too hee ichemtifietkd ass tho Hieiir charactes, and tite [Radings Dkass allowed o
convey tiieilr foree coherentlyy: thiee greatt titeme off God's relbitoivn too tiee
worlld expressed iin creafidon, thiee premise off Abraham), tiee eledidon of IEsagbl,
thiee exodlussrediemition, tiee fulfifilenht of Eepebs's hetiiaasee fin
thee kibgofom off David and! Soloman, thes sigmifthnoee of thes prophets ass
spintifalal inflerpretbesss n crlithdal days, tie incammatibon off God in
[psess Chribst , tiee fulfifdienht off tiee ancientt promiises off ahm mireridnges fsr
sons off God in thee work off thes mSeen Chribét, Hie socibdl andi ethifedl
imyplicattdoas of tilids foor thee present twosildory age. [Mn shodt - Hf yow akise
nott friigbhéaset by tiee terrm - we need too impart bildlldalal tiheolgy..

3. Tie Need fowr Relevance fo be Perceived

Nothing #s more releswanit o tiee needs and aspimatidnss of melietn man tlam
thee Bibleso; buit mwmst moldetn men wowld be surptisedd o be tjda Brss: Wik

alll theit I have been outldirigg cam (antl evemtuslly must) be presented as am
intermadlly consistbnit scheme of thought in fss own biblldekl terns, it &s
absolutelly vithhl thatt itss spintitakl essence shouldi be relbéedd, fusr thee ehidd,
foo hits lfefe as it bs. The chidd has, as yet;, littele histioidahl perspective,,
and [ifttéle sense of thiee possitiidée relbweammce of any gemeratiom pridor to hifs own.
We must,, therefiors, takes intbo account tiec palpable realtittes of Hiee child® s
existbres:: tie worll of natune: about him (observed amd talkieeli about), hiss
socidl relbdtdoss, commercp, governmet], kv, entertaimert, pattemss of
ethitadl belhandour, the peculibir shhatt om lifife comumipitatedoo him (aft many
remanvas) by te seiemtifitic mutihoil Alll these thingss must be shown im Hifr
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relagioion too thee dividee rewelbdtdon. Thiss brihgss uss up againstt another of ourr
teadl prabibms, namdly, tieit our teacherss amres eoncerned withh teachihgr chiddiern
scibnicee amtl socibél studidss amdl thiee mestt oftean hawve no motibon themsdlves off
bifdicala1l theolbgyy, and offeer no assistéanee too thiee chidd iin fiadiige a serpituabl
basits Oor hids tibkiige , oy, or thedt metter, any sott off coherent basiss. Thids,
T e, Bs thiee major fliddgng off eur churah schoolks. They have no efffetivive
phildsemity off Chrisétdnn educatiom easmiddd outt in actuall teschihg: over thee whole
terge: of subjecbs. The energiess of many excelléatt people: aree quitée exhawsted
in thee tasilss off manggrendéndmt admiiristrafioon amtl pedagogy. ThHe necessitidss
of sechedules andi eommtiteremntand Wipndhanschemas [bBayes no oo Oor eithber
treddinigye 2er searchihg ©or teadhers who kmow what Christtdnitity s andl (equaliy
inportant; ©or our taskk) kmow how it shoull ke commmminicatédbo chiddern
wittionit dareagetoo tieidr personalifivi:s. Noit [bastt iin thee taskk ids tilids abiityty
tho approach thiee 'smiptinatal basits! froom thiee nonesoripturall emdl. By thiss T
mean thee abilkyty botth tbo temcth thee ehiidd how tbo obserwe amdl assesss thee worlh
iin whichh hee [Odess, andl alteo how tho discemerr foor himselff hits tesdl plagee ifin
tiadt worlll, in telatioion tbo God whe iis botth hiss God aptl hiss parentiss' God md
hiis teacher'ss God.. The basis of sucth am educatiom cam onlyy come foom
serippicere — setippiirere mott sentimeritaliced], andl mott pllindered tho suifit our own
prejjididess, butt seem ifin e s tatbhl testihemy tbo God'ss purpese i@n ereatidon
andl iin thee temewal off alll tiihgss in jBsess Chrisbt.
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STATE, CHURCHAND EDWCATIONEN SCHOOELS

P T have beem asked tho sayy somwgthing, ffoom thee poihtt off vitww off bitdidalal
. theolmy;, ahouts thies matunse off thiee churdh andi thee naltunes off tiee staiee, tieidr
" relbitdnsbipip tbo each other, andl thee implicaitdnss off #hds reldiicnsblhp to

Christtdnan educatiom iin schoolss.

The Nature amdfl Purpose off "Mie Statbd".

Thete: s po bitiicalal doctidee or tieesy of "thee stateé". It ds takem Bor
gramtteel in thee Bibtde Hiedt vamdoss hiliées amdl natiboss have artamgensabsshy which
tiieyy organizes tieidir commonnlfife, huit mo approval or disapproval attagfiess tbo
tiids systesm of governmeenter tied:, and, except in relaficion tbo thike wniie eass off
Braed'd! o thieoeracy;, ttteree appears too be no poliichdal tieanyy., [Ddeed), if we
piesss thiee poibit (made by Brunner, The: Divinge Imperafivee, p. 441) Wit 'thre
Statke s mott thiee matioon, amdl thiee natioon s moft thiee Stated?, we shalll prebably

concludie titedt ttiee weny idaa off thiee stidée ds practitadyly non-existemtt ifin thiee
Bithae , amdl tiatt alll thiee Bibdtde s concerned withbh iis governmeett. e

mieess off thee natibmss bodd it over tiem, amd Hieiir gieait men exercisee
authorityy overr ttlem® (Mattt. 20:25)) welll expresses ttiec pragmuttic view.s off
governmneebttoo e foundi generalyy iin thiee Bidde.

Althiomgth thee indidémees off bribesyy, cormuptidon, amd ihjgstitice amang midess
lis recognized, it is assumet], foor alll Hiath,; tiedt tiee pritnary funcidon off mildess
s tho m@intaiim [jisticiee amdl tho supportt good works againstt evill. "Benefactors"
(euergetai)) was = pteper tiiele Bor tuldsss (ke 22:25)) andi tiee mpertunate
widow coulld make her plbaa or jisticee witbh some eonfittenee,, evem tho & [jidfyee withh
a reputatidon foor unjudiciabl indepentieres.

Because tihiss s sw, milesss have a pieper ebiin on thee support off Hieitir
subjectss amdl adt mighithly in reguititige texx, tritidicte andi respectt ffoom tieses who
acceptt thiee benefitss off tieidr miée. And alll tids ds wittiomtt regandti too thiee
method by which particetder milgsss may have aivedd at Hieiir positidon, or Wor
thee particoider fosrm off admiiriistratioon whicth may obtaiin in & natidon,

fr theree Bs rp billidalal doctanee off tiee stattes, Hieree s certaiityy a
clhasr reasam why mide amdl exercitee off guthorityy s approved. It #s God's
willl titzdt alll men shoulll he: saved andi come too thiec knowilledige off thiee trotibh
(1 Titm, 24)). It i&s moit Bor kihgss andl muldess themsslves tho e preachers of thee
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trotith, Rutt theyy do have thee Godl-given flnwidon of prometing thee conditionss of
heace -ami quictthressi® whidh, ass botth O Testamert apdi New Testamert show, aee
conducive too thee iareasse off thiee knowledge off God amung alll men, Chrikttdass,
therefores , above alll offierss, have teasem tho tespedt Wielir governmeedl, nat
necessariyy conceding dts own estitmatis off itsellf att alll poinits, buit ©sr Hss
authorityy deriireed ffoom Gods andi ttieyy shoul pueyy tiedt Hileidr mildess might
properlyy fulfifil tieidir fuctidon off provitinge highways or thiee gospell off God.

The: mui@er who bestt exempplifiess #liss funetann iin thee O3 Testamert s
Cyrus;, thiee PerSibsn kihgg, who, because off hiss polidyy off tesiosiige [Bsaebl to des
own [bBoed, andl off rebuidings |Rrisadesn, s designated ‘thee Lordiss aneintedt ,
andl hailddd ass thiee fififletler off God's purposes. The feét Hlalt Cytus didd nett
himselff Maow? thiee God Hf [Bsaetl Bs besii thiee poibit; bult b certaifiyy knevw
it e was actilgg ass a benefactor too Bsaebl andl ids religigion.

bn thee New Testanmerit, am evem more strilinthe examyle of govermmeetial
‘promotion! off thiee Chrisétdnn gospel s seem in thee attititd@e off variboiss
representatives of ties Roman system towards St Pawll. Peull was, in & speeiail
and unigue way, thiee "apostize too thiee natibmss?, and Hiee sk off werlh
evangdlizatidem rested], at [kasst represemtatiwelly, on hiss shouldefs. Tine and
agaim tHiee onward course off thies gospel was madle possibiee because Rene upheld
tiiee polifichdal mghtss of one of H$s ~w citerms. No imaprimelure ks pult oh ik
metthod by which Paull mey have obtaired hiss eittzershipip, or oh e particuiaar
politichdal system too winieh #t attedied. But tiee underlivige by [uke of tlee
advantage too thh gospel off e Roman admiriistratiosn ks one of i prominent
feathiness off hids account of earlyy Christtdaitity. Thiss pattonage was ot &
patromage off ties “churchi" in any sense in wileh Luke wousld have understood tiatt
ward, butt & recognitidon off tes righht of Paull too utilizéze tiee adkvariagss off hibs
Roman cittZenrshiriy in tie exercises of hits apostolifc ministyy.

(When, in other cinctumstanees, tie: same governmeebttumed to persecute
Christidass and too put to death those who confessed Christt, it was designated by
Christidass as 2 "beast®, By thiss designatiom it was deslated o have departed
froom it$s toee thuman! fumetioon as gikem by God fusr Hie goed of mankint, The
implicatidoss are imsitoetivire: had B gomernmoetitacted! righitbly, it would have
encouraget tiee spread of thee tauibh, nott suppressed iti).,)
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Thee New Testamert tencies thast ‘Wl1 authorityy (seusits) belongs to God
(Romans 1311, jobnn 19:01)), and tiakt thee phoper exerdsee ot autherityy by men
is God'ss ordinanee,, dee. i willkls it Dor tke good off man, Thus governneent,
ke merrige,, is thke ordiremwe dof God,, whether titasse who partidipiietic tecagnize:
thee fBgtt or mott, [t ds tealldedd, it ke same tite , Wit sysiems of governnaant
aee devised! by men in response tbo human demaddsand needs. Thiss may be
why St Petiesr speaks off governmeentass a wmen ordinanee or uman eieattonn™
(anthropihes kidisis, L Beft 2:3)). Men ame biviiem o submit themsalves o ali1

such "human ordibances® ©or tise Lordidss sake.

bn New Testameertt tilvess, authorityy residédd echieffyly iin mitess and magistrates.,
if yon had mo ciizezen cighhds, you hadl e veites @t alll in tHiee appeintmerit off sueh
persons, or in thee farmulatibegy of amy of tiee bass or fuidss in accordanee Withh
which ey would adt. OIf yom were a ecitizoien, ttem you were & mermbderdf e
polifickdal assemiflly (ekkibsidk) which appeinted tiee madistratess, and you had some
say in thiee constittition under which you were governed, (fur shbaess, authorityy
resitiéel}, foor alll practiteil purpeses, in theiir masters, and wives and ehildéesn
hadl tbo submit tho thies authorityy off husbamils or fattierss.) One has tiee impression
titett mott many off thiee eadyy Chrisitdnss were ciftZerss of theiir respectives
cittesys; fawer stifill citizernsis off Rome as well, lki&e St Pawuil,

Perihaps we need o remind ourseivess #iatt it was nolt am entityy o
orgemizatibm calladd *tthe churdh" witth which eaflyy govermmetéshad too de, but
marely witth Christtdass., The eaflyy apologisits seldiym defend "thee ehureh®..
Origem agaimsit Celsuss, fosr exanpite, defends s behawiour and beliefss of
Christtdass, nett e churdh. Christtdass met in assemblies, of course, which were
calladd, lik&e tiee assembblies of cittzenss, churehes, bult our Aomesn eoneept o
Ychurch and stafei" as contrastihgy entificies would have been meeanipgless im New
Testameertt days. The question was, were Chrisitdass aft libbsity o pracisee theif
rellgioion, and shouldl gowenmmaetdsenable and encourage them to do so®? It fis
quitke clbaur thatt earlyy Christtdess dild expect govermmeetdsito recognize: Hiee
unigue validitity off the relldipton they practised), and to preiedt Hiem n the
proclamation of tlee gospel fosr alll natidiss. In Ui New Testament itsedfir, the
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Acts of the Apostles clearyy, and wther partss incidentalyy, press the olsidm of
CHristibaitity to be the leghtdvates fullidment of the Jewisth rehdedan. The
polittcala]l impottance of thiss ks thatt Judabm wes alkesdy ¢ perniltted rehdedan
(efigioio litéhda), and thatt partt of Paults apulogetic was thett he had 3 priber
polittdalal righht to be preaching e gospel of the resurmsetidAn. No Swedi part
- of the reasom for so muth amtijdwisish feslldgs on the pamrt of Chnistidass #n eardy
centurinss was due to tie Jowisth repudiatibm of Christiamdty as having anything
o do witth iss faitth,

Our Presemtt Situatidon

Our furms of governmeshtame vemy difféeaent fropm any which existed fn
biviGala] titness. Newertheless, as Christidass, we must see gOVETHRSEALES SEFVINGE
e same broadl end off promuting quietmess amf stabiltity sad jinvidee, s as Godls
agent iin thiec purpose of settitige Rowent thee salwsidan of gl mep. [t ds 2
legitiatee aspitatidion tho hawe iin posittdoss off governnsafitmen whe understsnd
st enYy thee means off admimistrativee equityy, tutt thee Fisal ends of governnmalt
s & difiriee ihstborment andl ordibeams .

What iis markedlly difftfrerdnt toodyy fown westereiiay ids thee vastnass and
faxitiiityity of thhe adnimistratidnn of governnsahied! suthonspy, s thee ways in
whitkh sa govermmeritmay |eegtibintdBly dee inffllavaead idn ikts caweers #f satden .

@ifr ‘URmocratite! systbem ids bt anijy undier regmider rewdaw by Fopube” FaneRsess
it i4s comtinuenslyy sensitivive tho thee wiflLl obf thise qeaspids , avad exeen t§o matiderater
inieeesist s whene thesee aree novt ihuorsistehent withh thie anmmesngRle 1Lt A0S,
RRTSs , aadd evesn requitesss , pressemee oM ssehh FoUESS » Wwhether thigse H&e
Roiticakal pritiese s witlth campretensiepadtioionss , oor otheeT MITGHEFY FBHRIEES
representtige peaticidatar idtdreststs.  TRae intdaststs oof mineniikles see et
nesessaniyly innesnpatiize witith thée cermmonvesd]l , aadd sa complex anad ARkgsidle
deumesracy ablesthihe eadds obf gowenmmenttdo hbe seevedd withh thde raskimumopt |bheyty
obf thisisseort,

Thisi skinthdobf gowermment isi sthat=t "Bodibimaee obf naemt™ tbovitidh: itit Nagnresstdo
bbeogiir ditipytobo sebbnitt,  THisisirivehiss snobt onhly corbemmibeg tdbothdie |Hears apgd
regpldEivbens ; bitut amn aativiv e acceqrbhaes obf tHeowrgytHehe gevearimertwskEs. 11t
invelyBses 'Oppratingngthishe sygtemen! . Weearrensot sphaste sininamn aperdant r&gpBELFRn
Cigyty, Wéearerealhllcitizdrmns,withthaecess stotoognrréppasepesekisees, aandwitbh
Vaepiisusaneanessoof pplitidalcalesqgressidon antdppessistareoppantctoygts. EREgnfif we
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do noit have ttke governmentdf eurr choitee iin power,, we must temervbertiait thee
pribetdiele off Mbyphl oppositidnti® s essentibdl tbo ttiee healtthy workivg of eur
particoider Yardianee: of manty andl thett tids pribcidiele 8s applitadide aft
variboss bwelds outsidids, ass welll ass insid€e, parlldenent.. [n emdi: terms, any
group off eitizbnrss, actinge foor what dt belieyess tho he: desiabile apdl Hghht, s
entitfetbd, wnder our systhmm, tbo geit what it cam by putiidge thiee addld om thiee
govermmeeht.

Brummer sayss: "Bweryy Statee mott only eonfhamilss every indinddabl, butt aleo
thiee coll@ctivive body off alll its “subjpetsi" a5 ah indiependent entiyy, and yeit it
s never anythihg elsc tifem thiec willl amd thiee Hiought of Hieses veny people
poured iMdo tlids mould® (Tie: Divifhee Itmpesative,, p. 441). Thiss s toee
enough, though we shoulth mott confuse tiee iitaa off Hiee statee o Yan ndependent
entityy? witbh thiee iiken off thee stadte as am ffaxibiele entiiyy. It em b
constantlly changing., The "will and thought of tie: people eam givee e stite
an ever-changing face; , whilte stitill seecuring: thiec ends of gquietness andl peace,

andl open doors fosr e proclmstion of tiec truthh,

We may now asik, Es tfienee am oblifiadidion em tiiee governmeebttoo be neutrall in
regan to relijipivn (wr Christtdaitity)? There ks mo absolutie: reasom why it
shoulli ke neutrall, or why it shoulll nett espouse Hlec pufpose of promgating
relidioion, ar why it shoulll meit givee encowragementoo agencies expliddyly
devoted too teachirg tie Werd of God.

In tti4s connectiom,, we aie aware Hiait our own staite s noly, in facdt,
neutrall in titee metter off tiiec Christtdmn faithth (soit to mention othterr statess wiieh
ames more activee in tilee support of e Christtdan relidipton tam we are)). We
ackmmwlteligeGod ass fitee soures of our authorityy; and we inwaRe: Him in oumr
parliamertary delidenatidoss and fn our juditidlal proceedings. Our Queen is
recognized as a Christtdnan sovereigm,, conuititietitpo tiec defemce off tiee Christtdan
faiitth. Christidan leaderss are giwem plcess of honowr, alog witth offfdi@isls
of tites States, om Statke occasioms.

There &s nothirg; improper or imappropribtee about thiss so fair as Hiee statee
s concerned, sv lomgr as we willl have it so. We coultl go furtbesr If we were
minded to ., It has not been our mind to do so, langelly, ne doubt, because eff
te denominiatiandlcharacter of ecclesiasiidohl orgamizatiosh. But suppert



i de

= 12,

foor ecclesibsticalal organizatioon ids neit thiee same Hlinge ass supports or thies
Christigian religipion.  (Hadl tileree beem onlyy ore ecclesibssicalal demembination iin
Australidz, titeree ks every reasom tho titidkk thiedt thids demanhhastionwould have
beem gireen fil1]l Stedée supportt andl thuss have beem Yestialbisizedd?; ner wouldl thike
stisite have exceeded iiss finctidan hadl it dome sm))

leit me make iit elbasr tisdt I am moit an advocate off sudh Yestaldishment® of
partitelder ecclesibsticalal systems; buit I certainhly tegandi it s opemn to tiee
stizdde tho receivee iido @ positidon off pationage certhinn modles of worship amd
Chrisétdnn activitity, shoulll tids he thee wiskh off thiee people,, ardl s gz s e
consciences off minorittéss ams neit coerced.

Without: gothgr ass fsir ass establishment iin e uswuall sense,, it s alkeo epen
o thiee statbe, Hf #t considiesss it expedlient,, o accede to Hice feguest &f Chrisdtann
bodies;, te ey mdjoritiéss or minoriiess in thee eormaminify, o uses e
imstnmmertislittde s off thiee staiee fosr purposes off Chrisitdan wershily or teaching:.
I am mott heme consideribgr whether tiiids would ke expedtient ffoom & Chrikstann
poihit off vitwy. (I am narely sayibge Hiatt it would moit econtraditét anything im tiee
statedd s troee fumetidon.,

Denosinetionan tite: Chureh

Es tfimee anything in thee character of tiee church which makes it tinproper
fosr tt tbo aceept statee pattamage or to utifizéze statee imsirimertaliiess n Hies
furttieranee of its purpose? The answer depentis largelly oh how *ehurdh" is
definest,

f we use "churdh" to mean "denamimaetion or “group of denemineiions”, temee
seems no reasam why a clbsee connestion between “churdn® and “stoies" should not,
in theory at lkestt, be allowmed, (Chrisitdnss have vety good reasom, of eourse,
o know tiait nott everything lwfull fosr them ks expetiient!)) The demerminsiien
ibelflf s am orgamizatibon [k&e tiec statbe: am extermall, (danee [ say 'seculbsi?)?)
staticttiree , reldtinige tiee commwoniniteresiss of & certadan Auwmber of Christtasss two
e lifife off Hieo comuminigpy. Amything e deneminsdioneim do foir i$s memdbers,
e statte cam deo. [ff e denemindiioneam buildd & sehooll, s eam Hies states,
[f tiee denorhinaiioncam appoint a chaplaitn, so cam e statee., Wiether te
statbe does any of these thihgss s a maiter,, noit of prihciptde but of expetiiengy.
Wihether tie denerhinbiionpresses Hie: statee to adt in $hiss way. Bs, again, hek
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v matter of prbcidlele buft of expedliency.
It willl fiee nealidedd, of counss, thiedt thiee denamiinatian and dts hsdtuonents
aee noft thiee "cliumcdii® in any biticala]l semse off thiee wordl. Ass we saw eafider,

»  thee "hundi" iin thee New Testamertt is motihihgr butt thiee assemtlilies of Chribétanss,
thke purpose off whicth s fosr prayer and piaidee and mutual fRlldwskipp, The onlyy
paiitt att whidh thids activitity toudhes a governmeeantils fin tegeandi tho permissiom too
congregate. Once properthy andl offiesr considerationss enter in, it 8s another
matter - butt by tien yow have z denonhindfion and you hawve moxed ido thiee amese off
corporates Chrikttdnn enterpridee witbh alll thiee equipnmertt andl stimgtoee off &
comuomiriiyyorganizaticon whicth hass tbo fjustifyfy itseflf ifn amdl tbo thiee stiadde om &
"seculbat® basits .

Educstiton; _thiee Paremit amdl thiec Steibe

Where s tiee Christtdan educatiom off childdesn tn alll #1is3? [Es tierse any
objeetiton, fronm thiec poihit off vibsw off basitc Chrisitann oblifjiadtdon, o am
educdtional systtesn iin which Christtdan people,, actingg dinesdtly in relddidon to
thiee statbe, or indiieetiyly timough theilr denenhinstiom, ytilizéze statee
iinstnmimeritalitiés 2 ?

The questiom imwolkess a discussidon of tiee natune of Chrisétdan education
which would be beyond ties secope of ttiss paper, and I eh gige MYy commmentonlly
in tiee forem of some bridéf propositidnss:

1. EBEdueatiom,, as pamt off upbrimging,, &s i responmsibilitity of parents. [ e
see no & pribori objectidon to parents disdharging: tiids responsibiltity, in
important pattss of it, collbatbiebly thengh stite instrmertalitiess, or Hhaugh
denominaitandl instromertialitidss, or thiough privetee instrumertdlitdss.

Parentss must satisffy themsdives thatt thes end they desires s being; aehieved.
Thiss goes for Christtdnn parents as well as these who meke no Christtdan
professibm ,

2, There s a dircctt and non-transferable duty restingg om Christtdan parents
o brihge theiir chiltidean up in e discpbihine and insirtaticion of Hie Lord",
Thiss duty eannot be passed over o a Sehool or o & ehureh. ftt Bs inherent
in the whole relhitdnsbigp between te parent and tiee ehildd. What & ehidd
acquiress att church #s important and vitshl, but it presuppeses a basibs of

imstboicttdon and nurtunes att homse, Thiss &s alkbso :thke essemtidl basiss
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irespeetivive of what sett off sehooligs = ehidd meceivess.

B. M chifdd gmows iin Chrissidnen maturityy aliso by thee benefitss off fldwsbidp
(koibronidy) experiemeed att chum;h, ihdiditige benefitss ffoom thiee ministtyy of
teachihgz. For tilesse purposes,, howaner, thiec experiamee of ‘chuebh! may b
widker tiiaeem ds Yikddddd merely by thee 11 amm,. servidee att thiee hsahl demmhintiienRdl
hestiguaattars, andl may iedlddée activitieses off @ [Bsss foymall andi more ephemsesal
kimdd, e.gz. youtth fdldwsbigss or ISCEF.F. [In tieoyy, tleres s to teasam why

& scripptozre clbsss iin schooll couwltd mott eonstifttée @ ‘diuncéh! ; ike. am assemly
of belitwerss in Rildwshifp in thec Lotdiss name, at which Hiss word s miinistenesd
(sneee alll tiee chidrern, and thiee teacher, awe nominal Christtans)).

4,. Teachimg ttlee Word off God iis math, howensar, confibwesh tho thiee Chricttann home or
thee Christtdan ehurch, Thete s & bigge seepe for impartihg thee Word in any
kihdd off assemiily where people willl ldteen, The publidc ministtyy off |Bsuss s
isttrativiere in tiids regandi. The occasiom s comppasatiuely eidéntaidl.
Everythirg depentis om tiec teacher, amdl hids awaremess of tiee conditioon off hiss
hearers;, amil perthaps especiallyy om hits awareness of tiee need foor & eertairin
parabolitc or idifectt approach, where theree ks unbelibff or resiskaaces to e
gospell among noniimel Christtdnss., [ do nett mean tait theee ks nott & preper
justified¢idrion hn & schooll scripttiree lessemm fosr straibhibf@owared

insttratioion om thiee contentss of thiec Bitbée. Thibs somtt off thinge JRssiss eoulld
tekee foor gramtted itn speakimg too thee muiltittwgbess off hits day, and it s

entitedyly righht foor us too giee tilids imsivoatioion too childdesn whose parents

wigth tiem to receiiec it under schooll auspices. But in Hiee vemy givingg off Eiss
iimsitoticion, and arisbige outt of ith, thense willl be considerabl: oppartunity

foor sowimg tiiec seed of tiee gospel im ways appropriafie o fiee capacity of e
hearers. Bult I cannot here: enter intbo tiee maiter of righkt approaech. Rightyy
undkerstood, and ripgithly approacieet], tie presemt scope providkd by our statee
system flor thoses who have a mimistryy of Chricttdan teachihg coull welll prove
our most efffwtbire evangdlistidc opporttumity to reach our spisttadyly
imdifffrarnt gemeration witth tiee word of tikbh,

Pt
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RELIGION IN_CHUECH SCHOOLS

Ehat is expected?> Bya Church Parent

What do | expect of the school to which | send my sons, in regard to
spiritual development?l shall try to answer this question as a Christian
parent; not as a clergyman or as a member of a school council.

My answer depends owiew of the total education of my chilcyenh,of
the role of schools in this regard.

As a_parentl believe | have an absolute and inalienable responsibility for
the upbringing of my childrdh. rests on me to ensure that they grow to
maturity in a manner beneficial to their natures, and true to their relationshiy
with God and their fellowAlthough other people€ guide and instruct my
children in these things, no one has the responsibility which rests on me to

As a_Christian parent, recognise the further specific obligation to nurture
my children in the "discipline and admonition of the (Eplksians 6:4).
This obligation is inherent in the whole relationship between me and my chilc
andinvolves all | say to them, all require of them, and the example | give
them. In other words, the primary place for such nurture and admonitiorf. mus
my home, and within my family (ff@s includes participatioroy my whole
family in the life of the church;but nevertheless the primary place of
Christian nurture is the home, not the church.)

Recognisin? the character of the age in which all of us live, and in which
children must learn to relate themselves to their fellows, | must see that my
children acquire the knowledge and skills which are necessary if they are to &
as persons, really part of their generatiorkince it is both impracticable and
impossible for me to ijnpart this kind of education to my children directly mys
| am bound to avail myself of the facilities Erovided by sbheodls doso.

But, grateful as | am for this hdlpregard such particular education as
secondary to the moral sidtual discipline and instruction which alone can
provide the basis for the life | must encourage them to lead.

In thus distinguishing between formal educatiarthandurture and discipline
of the Lord"] do not mean that you can acquire first the one and then the ot
or even that you can acquire the one without the Thiheronditions of our
life hardly make such a dichotomy possiblmean rather that the formal
elements of education miust,the person receiving them, serve the ends of that
relationship to God which is the heart of true religion.

What then do | expect of a church school?

The first thing | expect is what | would expect of any school, namely that
will teach my sons, as honestly wid conscientiously as it can, the basic |
knowledge and skills which | lack time and talents to teachAlithenngh |
would like to think that a Christian school, because it is Chrigtianpre
honest and conscientious, freer from prejudice and more balanced in its
instruction, than other schools, | cannot honestly saK that this is why | send 4
sons to a church schooFor this basic purpose, any honest and conscientious
school would do.For | do_not look to the school, to any school to do for my
sons what should do for them, that is, to provide them with the essential
elements of Christian training and Christian teaching, and the exclillple of Chris
living in the society of a family.Why then am | interested at all in a church
school? The answer lies in the modern educational situatsahools
generally have become very comprehensive in the interest they take in the ch
they teach. Curriculums are broad in their scope, and take in the whole life.
Soclal studies and history - once highly suspganen of theological principle
and not to be made compulsory even in our universities - are taken for grant
good nourishment for the yowugool likewise claim an interest in the physical
and cultural development dfildren. | think | should say that | do not
altogether like thisscomprehensidéendency of the modern school, as | believe
it encourages the idea that the school, or even the State, is finally responsibl
for the education of the young, and tends to shift tespansibility from
parents. But the extent to which the school® this comprehensive chdracter,
feel bound to look to its teachers to share with me the task of helping my s
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teddtge tiaiir knowledge off thie worlld tho thieilr persomall charaeter andl outibodk,
andl tho 0o tiiids fin & manmer which is consiktbett withh my own outlbokk amdl witbh thies
fumdamneensd| raddiniqye I am gisrigg titemn.

Therefons; , thke ttidge I Dokk Dor moest iin & chuneh schooll — (ihdéedi iin any
medtam schooll , "butt T Dokk mare expectantly or it in a churdh schooll) - ds a
centhaﬂncpgnmtvuffmmmﬁmnﬁsﬁeadﬁmg,mrmnatm%wmeaffﬂﬁmm Thiss
qualifyy must ihwiddde persomall Chrisstdian fdttth andl am abiityty tho medatde ttids fidtith
tbo thike wholle off Oftfe amdl (Eermingg ass it afffetds thiee apesa covered by thiee intbeestts
of thee schooll. Giwem filiss in = churcth sehooll, I would meit greatlyy mind #f #t
offéeedd nothiime ellec. Howeweer, amdl agaiim because *iee schooll iis &
compoebendiecand corpotatts socibtyy, twe tiidgss cam properyy b expected.

Fifstst, thee eurntollnm shoullh mdddee & systematic presentatipsn off biicalal
and] theologitad]l knowledge commensataterithh thee exitentt amd! deptth off otfteyr
subjectss especiallyy where tiiesse offierr subjectss eidec obvious questibmss off thiee
naturee off man andl hits reldsicion tho thiee worltd, [t ks moft Bdir too feisee ar inply
thiee basitc questions off lUftfe wittloutt provitihge adequate metteriall froom thies
Christtdnan revelbttdon andl Christidan thinkiigg, iin terms off whicdh sudh questionss
may e answered or it baskt consideted.,

Secondlly,, siimee thiee schoolliliess ass @ commuitiyy, thierec shoull bt some
cormuiriity actiistieses off a formall Christtdan kitdd, which willl giree clbasr
artitetdtibion tho thiee Chricétann charaeter of thee commmitity. Chapel servitess aree
thee tnadifivivalal way off provitlidge thtesee exereibess andl I consittar titeyy ought tbo
contibme. Buit Chapel treafifibihens hawe thiwidr peculidnr tynemmigss, andl I shoultl
b happy fosr more uses too he made off thiee asseniilly halll andithee elbsssooon foor
pryser andl worship., (Pechaps a mixture would be helpftihl).) I want too sess
schooll worshiip based om thiee actuall commmmirtipyllftfe off thiee school]l, amdi moit becomwe
& growth outt off proportibon too thiedt eommmirtipylifefe or expressihg: omlly z sectidon
off it. HBor tieit reasom, 4t shoultl moft encroach om ofiterr commmmuirtifyactiiitieses
of ttlee boys, sucth as thiee home commmuirtiyyar thiee (boedl churcth commmuitiyy.
Decisibmss willl somedtinees hawe tho hee made, futt thee pribatdiele s am inpartant one.

One comreettabout chapel attendance: Examile ds ass impartant as precept::
antl I shoulll i quitbe happy fdor chapel attendance tho ke & voluntiznyy actiitity
or hoys - butt only em conditidon ttledt it was compplisory for mastersi

T have moit eonsidierec! tiieses metters foom thlee poibtt off widew off thiee Christiainn
infllereec & schooll might have oh boys whose home may meit e » Christtainn home,
or may fee [bsss Christidnn thleem ft might be. I have [bokedd at thee subjectt ffoom a
Chribsidian parentds anglke. Howeaner, if thieree ds ane practidakl suggestiom I may
meke, it ds thgs; foom times tho tihe — perhaps annuslly - o schooll shoulh
pravidée am oppartunityy ©or = medting between parentss andl schooll (antl by schooll
hene I am ttinkidige of thee Councill amdl thee senibrr masters)) where meitters reldsining
tho thiee spiiiﬁiaial developneahtof thee chiddenn coultd he considesedi, Thiss might fe
a chapell semidee withh @ suitbhlde address, or z bsss fommall dissussioon. Thenms
have,, iin seme schoolss, beem valliadiide diseussibmss off coursess between parentss
andl headtmabter. [I am tiihkidige off somedthing analgous in thee aress off
spitititala]l responsibilitiedes. Sueth » meseting might helpp tbo artiduldlete, ©or alll
concerned, thiee matunee off thec schoollds responsibiitiédes in reldsitoion too Hoses o
thiee paremtiss, andl might enable thiee schooll tho challéagee thee parentss too sem
thiatt thiee home Rwwmdatioon off Chribiiden character amdtl tesdhig: s beihgy Finiyy
kadd o
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