


UNITY  IN SYDNEY 
I  do  not  pray  for  these  only,  but  also  for  those 
who  are  to  believe  in  me  tlzruugh  their  word, 
that  they  may all  be  one:  even  as  thou,  Father, 
art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  may  he  in 
us, so that the world may believe that thou 
hast  sent  me. John  17: 20, 21 

Sydney,  Australia.,  is  a  very  striking·  city,  and 
pilots,  when  they  land  after  a  long  ocean  flight 
from Christchurch or Fiji, ,c,mC'times t!Pscrihc 
some of its landmarks even "·hile thcv are 
making  their  landing  approach. The practice  of 
giving  a  running  affount of  a  city's  attractions 
moments  before touchdo,,·n  is  a  little  frightPn
ing  for  passPnge;-s  who arc  acn,storncd  to  the 
tight-lipped  landing  procedures  that  gowrn  air 
traffic  in  North  A111crica  and  Eurnpf".  B11t  Svd
ney  is  ,,·orth  the  risk,  if there  is  :mv  involved. 
Its  statPly  bridges  and  remarkable  Of)Cra  house 
take on a special grandeur whC'n described 
while  an  airplanc's  sink  rate  quickPns  and  the 
river,  oceans,  bridges,  buildings,  roads,  and  cars 
come  rushing  up  to  welcome  the  excit·pd  traw�l
ers. 

Well,  you  may  nnt  haw�  heard  thr  nrws,  hut 
right now there is something happening in 
Sydney that is adding to the city's heautv and ex
citemrnt.  I say you may not ha\"t' hearcl  because 
it's  not  exactly the  kind  of  nrws  that sets  pPoplc 
on their car in astonishment.  It's a church 
meeting. "Oh, no ... , you say. "You've 
got to he  kidding. A church  meeting-,,hat's 
so big ahout that?" 

Let me tell vou a little bit about it. and, 
maybe,  when  I ·do,  you  will  become  somewhat 
more  interested. Maybe  you  will  even  become 
a  bit  more  interested  in  Jesus  Christ,  for,  after 
;ill,  that  is  ,d1at  the  church  is  about. But  this 
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meeting  is  i:iot  a meeting  of  a single church; 
you  know,  like  a  single  denomination. Usually 
that's  what  church  meetings  are.  They  are  not 
really church meetings at all. They are de
nominational meetings, meetings of Presbvter
ians or Baptists or Anglicans or-you ,  use 
whatever  name  you  want. And  denominations 
are  rather strange things. 

On  the  one  hand,  if  they  are  really  true  to 
the Word of God, they represent the true 
church, But  let's  be  honest,  denominations  also 
develop  a  lot  of  residue  over  the  years  that  has 
ve�y  littl� to  do  with  the  true church.  Ways  of 
domg thmgs, way's of sayino- thino-s and the " " ' 
bureaucracy  ... all  these  are  parts  of  denomi-
national  life. And  much  of  this  can  be  rather 
a_nn?yin�. There  i� a �ertain _amount  of  protec
tionism m denommational hfe, and a certain
amount  of  stuffiness,  and  there  is  time  wasted 

• just keeping the machinery going. So, I can
understand  why you  wouldn't  be  interested if
this  meeting  in  Sydney  were  just  another  de
nominational  meeting.

But  this is really  a  meeting  of  the  church  in
a much broader expression  of  its  nature  than
�ve generally see. The meeting I'm talking about
1s the meeting of the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod, and attending it are official delegates
from Reformed churches all over the world.
I h �ve  the  privil:ge  of representing my denomi
nation, the Christian Reformed Church and
I  thought it would be appropriate to share' some
of the  excitement  of  our  meeting  with  you.

It  is  too  early  to  tell  the  directions  that  this
meeti�g  o� Reformed  churches  is  going  to  take
at this. time, for the sessions will continue
throughout this week.  And the subjects that are
up for discussion are extremely complex and 
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difficult. The Scriptural view of race, the 
authority of the Scripture, the sabbath ques
tion,  and  the  Bible's  teaching  ahout  the  future 
are  soree of  the  subjects  that  "·ill  have  to be 
dealt  with carefully before this Smod is  finished 
with its work. But quite apart fr�m the material 
that  is being  handled, it is extremely exciting 
to  see  delegates  from  all  over  the  world  here  at 
our  meetings,  people  of eYery color  and back
ground,  meeting  as  brothers  in  Jesus  Christ  and 
carefully \\Testling  with  deep  problems  that  will 
influence the  future  of Refor.med  churches  for 
years  to  come. 

And  all  this  drives  us  back  into  the  Bible  in 
order  to  fortify  our  vision  of  the  great  unity  of 
the church  which  Jesus  Himself  thouo-ht  about 
during  His life on  this earth. Ther�

.,, 
is prob

ably  no  place  where  this  vision  of  the  Lord  is 
described more precisely than when He de
scribed  it Himself  in  His  so-called  high  priestly 
prayer,  recorded  in  John 17. This  is  what  He 
said, as  He  prayed  to  His Father, just  before 
He  was  about  to  be  crucified. "I  do  not  pray 
for  these  only,  but  also  for  those  who  believe 
in  me  through  their  word,  that  they  may  all 
be one; even  as  thou,  Father,  �rt  in  me,  and 
I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  in  us so  that 
the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  s�nt  me." 
(vv.20,21) 

Jesus  had  been praying  for  the  small  group 
of  men  who  had  followed  Him  and  who  were 
destined  to  be  His  apostles and  who as  such 
were  going  to  bring  the  g�spel  to  th�  ends  of 
the earth. Suddenly  _His viewpoint shifted in 
His  prayer  and  He  spoke  of  the  world-wide  re
sults  of  this  ministry  of  the  Word, and  He  saw 
all  who  would  believe  the  Word  of  the  gospel 
and  be  saved. He  prayed  that  they  would  be 
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drawn together  in  a  unified body  that  would 
serve as a witness to all men  that  Jesus was 
,ent by His Father into this world and that 
Jesus'  work  had  been  successfully  accomplished 

Now  there  are_ many  things  that  can  be  said
ahout  church  union  movements  these  days,  and 
many of thrm arc rather harsh. For sadly, 
there  is  a  kind  of  interest  in  church  union  that 
is motivated  by  disregard  for  the  teachinrrs  of 
the Scripture,  a kinc

C 
of  easy acceptance nof  a 

common denominator religion. Furthermore, 
some  of  the  major  unity  movements  in  our  era 
ha\'e  heen  encumbered  hy  a  brittle  bureaucracv 
that  has  hecome  an  embarrassment  to even  th� 
most  enthusiastic  ecumenicist. And  it  must be 
said  that  the  Reformed  Ecumenical  Svnod  that 
is  meeting  right  now  in  Sydney  is  not  immune 
to  such  dangers  and  may  well  have  succumbed 
to some  of  them  already  in  one  degree  or  an
other. 

In spite of all this, though,  there is in  the 
h:�rt  of  ever� true  Christian  a  yearning  for  a 
ns1ble  expression  of  the  unity  of  believers and 
this  yearning  is being satisfied right here  in' Syd
ney  at this  time. So  right now  would  be  a  o-ood 
time to examine briefly what Jesus said ·whe� He 
expressed  His  prayer  that  His  followers  should 
be  one. 

It is clear from John  17 that Jesus envisioned 
the great expression of Christian unity to be 
s0�1ething  that  would  result  from  a  great  out
going  mission  movement. For  He  talked  about 
the  fact  that  there  were  going  to  be  many  who 
would believe in Him through the apostles' 
proclamation of the good news of salvation. 
Those  of  us  who  are  present  at  these  meetino-s 
here  in  Sydney  see  this very  mission-born  unify 
expressed before our eyes. 
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It  is  a  tremendous  confirmation  of  the  realitv 
of the gospel to dis,0\'er that one is really 
united  with  a  person  of  entirely  different  back
ground  because  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. For 
example, we  have  delegates  from  Indonesia  at 
our meetings. Now, you ran understand that 
those of us  from Europe and  North America 
come  from  backgrounds  that  are  quite  different 
from  our  brothers in  Indonesia. Some  of  them 
have  come  rath_er  recently  out  of  backgrounds 
that  are  dominated  by  non-Christian  religions. 
Their customs and way of life are different from 
ours. Yet,  we  find  that  we  are  more  like  them 
than  we are  like North Americans  and Euro
peans  who  are  non-Christian. A  Christian  from 
Indonesia and a Christian from America or 
Britain are more brothers than a Christian from· 
Britain  and  a  non-Christian  from  Britain. Why 
is this? Why, it's because the Word of God 
changes  men  at the renter  of  their  existenq:. 
Through  His  Word,  God  remakes  men's  spirits 
and transforms  them  into  the image  of  His dear 
Son. Thus as we sit down and  talk  together 
we feel we  are one in the reality of  Christ's 
salvation. And  we know that the things that 
unite  us  are  far more  important  than the things 
that  divide  us. And  I  tell  you,  that  is  a  very 
humbling  experience  and  an  exalting  one. 

This oneness  that  we  are  experiencing  here 
in  Sydney is a direct result of what Jesus  had in 
mind when  He  prayed His  great prayer. I  was 
talking about our Indonesian brothers a few 
moments  ago. The Reformed  churches in  In
donesia  are  the  results  of  many,  many  years  of 
the  mission  activity in Indonesia on the part 
of the  Reformed  churches of Europe. The  Re
formed churches  in  Australia  also  have  mission 
work  there. Recently  the  Christian  Reformed 
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Church  has  become  involved  in broadcasting  in 
that  great  land. And  over  the  years  the  Indo
nesian churches have developed a strong in
digenous  ministry. But  the  point  is  this,  it  was 
and  is  the  ongoing  power  of  the  Word  of  God, 
transmitted through imperfect, but dedicated 
SC'rvants, that  has  caused the  Indonesian church 
to grow. And now we sit down together, 
hrothers  in  the  Lord,  each  esteeming the  other 
hC'ttC'r  than  himself, learning  and  working  to
gether, trying to  find  our  way in  a world that is 
both fascinating and confusing. 

Such unity that grows naturally among 
those  who  have  responded  to  the  proclamation 
of God's _grace  can  mightily  fortify  those  who 
participate,  and  raise  a  powerful  witness  to  the 
Lord Jesus Christ in this age. 

This is  why  it was  so  good, before we actually 
got  down to  our deliberations here in Sydney, to 
spend a  week  thinking  about the mission of the 
church. A week-long Missions Conference at 
the Moore Theological College preceded our 
meetings. And I am  sure  that  the discussions 
of  those  meetings  will  contribute  greatly  to our 
continuing work  this week. 

But  there  is  another  important  note  sounded 
by  Jesus  in  His  prayer  that  should  not  escape 
us  when we think about the unity of the church. 
Not  only  does  Jesus  speak  about  a  unity  that  is 
going  to  arise  because  of  the  ongoing  mission 
of  His  people,  but  He rather  carefully  describes 
the  instrument  that  is  going  to  be  used  to  call 
the world-wide church into existence. He 
speaks of those "who  believe in me through 
their  word." That's  the word  of  the  disciples 
who later became apostles that  He is talking 
about. 

To put it· a bit differently, the church is 
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called  out  of  the  world  through  a  very  specific 
and  delimited  mechanism. For  the  word  which 
the apostles spoke was a rather  narrow \\·.ord
in  certain  respects. The  apostles were not snen
tists, they  were  not  philosophers,  nor  did  t�ey 
have a  lot  of expertise regarding  how  the  ills 
of  the  world  might  be  eliminated. They  talked 
of Christ,  of Christ  exclusively. And  they talked 
about  Jesus  Christ  in  terms  of  very  special  ele
ments of His life and death. 

The apostle Paul, who later expressed the 
apostolic message in his \\'Ork, _descriJ:>ed the 
messao-e they were called to brmg this \\'ay: 
"[Christ  sent  me]  to  preach  the gospel,  and n?t 
with  eloquent  wisdom, lest  the �ross_ of  Chnst 
be  emptied  of  its  power." (I  Cormt�ians  I ;.17) 
And then he continued and explained, We 
preach Christ crucified,_ a stumbling-block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
po\\·er of  God  and  t_he ":'isdom  of  God. For the
foolishness  of  God  1s  ,\·1ser  than  men,  and  the 
weakness of God  is stronger than men." (vv. 
23-25)

You  see,  the word  which  the  apostles brou�ht 
to  the  world is  the word  that  reveals  the  sig
nificance of the Lord Jesus Christ. It  is the 
word that reveals Him as the one through 
whom God made all things. It is the word 
that reveals  that  Jesus of Nazareth  is the  second 
person  of  the  Trinity  incarnate. It  is  the  word 
that  makes  all  human  hope hinge  on  the  suffer
ing  and  death  of  Jesus  on  the  cross. It �s. the 
word that  announces  that  Jesus  rose  agam  on 
the third day. It is the \vord that tells that 
He is  coming  again. 

There  is  a  narrowness,  if  you  will,  a  definite 
quality  about  this  word  that  the  ap0stles  were 
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to  bring. And  part  of  the  anguish  of  any  unity 
movement within Christendom is that even 
those  \\'ho  are  Christians  have  been  influenced 
bv  the  mammoth  systems  of  doctrine  that  deny 
that  Jesus  and  His  cross  must  be  the  center  of 
man's  hope. 

Today  the  word  of  the  cross,  the  word  that 
was  preached  initially  by  the  men  whom  Jesus 
chose  is  a  part  of  the  Word  of  God  expressed 
in the  book  we  know  as the  Bible. And  it  must 
be emphasized  that  the  cross  cannot  be  un?er
stood in isolation from the rest of the Bible. 
For the Jesus  who prayed for the apostolic word 
was the same Jesus who handled the entire 
Old Testament with reverence and \\·ho declared 
that  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  bore  witness 
of  Him.  (John  5: 39) Jesus and His great work 
are part of the history embracing movement 
of  God  from  the  beginning  of  time  to  its  very 
end. 

Thus  the  church  finds  its  unity  as  its  mem
bers meet  around  the  cross  of  the  Lord ·Jesus 
Christ  and together confess  the  sign ificance  and 
meanino- of  the  cross  in  the  light  of  the  total � . 
Bible. For  the  church  does  not  consist  of  many 
people  who  all  believe  that  the  cross  is  impor
tant,  but  who  all  believe  in  it  in different �ays. 
The messao-e of Jesus' salvation  accomplished 
throuo-h  Hi�  effective  death  on  Calvary  is  inti
mate!; related to the Bible's messa�e �bout 
creation and the  structure  of humamty  itself. 
While the entire  Biblical  message is orchestrated 
so  that  the  cross  is  the  ultimate  theme,  every 
other  element of  the  Bible  is  needed  in  order 
that  the  full power of  the  cross  may  be per
ceived and  experienced. 

So. it  is  that  the  question  of  the  authority  of 
Scripture that  is before  this Synod is among 
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the  most  important. This  is  always  the  case  in 
every  gathering of  Christians who  seek  to  ex
press their  common faith. For once  the  author
ity of Scripture is neutralized in any way, it 
becomes impossible to  maintain the clear call 
of  the  cross. Once  this  occurs  the  inner  life  of 
the  concrrecration  is  weakened  and  unless  there 
is refor�ation, the church  atrophies and  ulti
mately  loses its power  altogether. It  is,  there
fore, to  be  fervently  wished  that  this  meeting 
of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod  will  con
clude  its  work  with  a  ringing  affirmation  of its 
continuing acceptance of the Bible as the in
fallible Word  of God  and  will demonstrate  in 
all  of  its  decisions  that it joyfully  submits to the 
direction this Word gives. 

As you can  understand,  then, meetings  like 
these  are  not  easygoing  gatherings. When  pe?
ple come  from all over  and  work  together  m 
the licrht of the Wor<l of God they are bur-

- deneci" as  always  by  their  sin,  by  their  incompe
tence,  by  their  lack  of  time,  and  by the  tension
of the hour. The expressions of  the  unity of
the  people  of  God  in  this  world  are  accompa
nied  by their  own  kind  of  agony  as  people from
many places, feeling  the  dynamics of their  re
sponsibility, seek to live in obedience to the
messacre  of  the  Lord. Thus  there is always 'the
tempt�tion  to  give  up on  such  enterprises alto
gether  with  everyone going  their  own  separate
ways.

But  that  can.not  be. For  all  of  us  who  par
ticipate  in  this  beautiful  event  here  in  Sydney
feel the fulfillment of Christ's prayer hover
around  us  as  we  continue  our  work. The unity
He envisioned for His children was one that
in some  sicrnificant way was ➔ike  the unity which
He Hims;lf  experienced  as He lived  in com-
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munion with His own Father m heaven. He 
said, "May they all be one; e\·en as thou, 
Father, art in me, an<l I in thee, that they 
also may he in us, so that the world may 
helicH· that thou hast sent me." And some
t i111cs.  011t of  all  the  discussion  and all the  study, 
there is felt, cnin here in Sy<lney, the ex
pc-ri<'nce of the reality Jesus  spoke about. 

There  is  nothing  else  like  this  in  the  world. 
This  is  not  a  meeting  to  discuss  trade. It  is  not 
a 1necting- to  discuss  national  interests. It  is a 
111ccting  of  hrothers  in  Christ. It  is  a  small  be
ginning  of  that  which  will  be  a  reality  through
out all eternity when God's people, gathered 
from  the  four  winds,  will  be  before  the  throne 
of  Goel  foreyer_ 

This  is  one of  the beauties  of  Sydney, Aus
tralia.  this  week. I  don't  suppose  the  pilots  fly
ing  in  from  Christchurch  will  mention  it  when 
t!1(•v  land  at  the  airport. But  Christ  Himself  is 
noting it_, we're  sure of that. And we thank 
Him for this  answer to  His great  prayer tha.t we 
arc experiencing ri_ght here in this vital city. 

Prepared for broadcast by Dr. Joel Nederhood, 
Radio Minister, Christian Reformed Church. 
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Listen  to the BACK  TO  GOD HOUR,  broadcast 
every Sunday, from the following stations:-
2KY Sydney 8.30  p.m. 
2BH Broken  Hill  (Monday) 7.30  p.m. 
2MG Mudgee 6.30  p.m. 
3CS Colac 7.30  p.m. 
3SR Shepparton 8.00  p.m. 
3UL Warragul 7.00  p.m. 
3YB Warrnambool 8.00  p.m. 
4KQ Brisbane 8.30  p.m. 
4WK Warwick 8.00  p.m. 
6BY Bridgetown 9.00  p.m. 
(,cl Collie 7.30  p.m. 
6MD Meredin 9.00  p.m. 
6TZ Bunbury 7.30  p.m. 
6WB Katanning 9.00  p.m. 
7AD Devonport 12.45  p.m. 
7HT Hobart 7.30  a.m. 
7LA Launceston 7.45  p.m. 
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador) 

Sydney (1020  KC) 5.30  p.m. 

NEW ZEALAND 

HCJB (Quito,  Ecuador) 7.30  p.m. 

MANILA 

DZAS (Shortwave  25.32) 9.30  p.m. 
New  Zealand  Time 

The  message  printed  in  this  pamphlet  was  heard  over  the 
Back to  God  Hour,  which  is  broadcast  every  Sunday  in 
co-operation with the Christian Reformed Churches  of 
America, in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave 
throughout  the  world. 

P.O.BOX47 

GEELONG, VIC. 3220. 

P.O. BOX 14084 
Panmure 

AUCKLAND, N.Z. 
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