
/ Council. . St. Paul teaches us 
to prQy for all men nnd 
especinlly should we prny for 
those who o..re seeking the 
truth ns it is in Christ. For 
there is the over present 
danger thnt truth will be 
obscured by compromise. The 
Council is to make decisions 
on two most importQ!lt mntt ars: 
Holy Scripture as the . only 
source of revol~tion, nnd the 
freed:Jn of tho a·onsc:ionce before 
God. The effects of these 
decisions will be · widespread, 
perhnps for centuries. Already 
for exo..mple tho Government of 
Spain is waiting to see how. 
the Council decides with regard 
to religious freedom before it 
promulg~tes its proposed 
libero..lising of the laws abou~ 
protesto..ntism in Spain. 

All of us then should be 
earnest in pro..yer that God . who 
directs nll things will direct 
the decisions of the Council 
in conformity vd th His truth~ 
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The Fourth Session of the 
Second Vatican Council which 
consists o:f Roman Catholic 
bishops throughout the world, 
meets in Rome this week. It 
has been stated that this will 
be the last session of the 
Council and it promises to be 
the most momontous. Already 
the Council has made some 
changes with regard to Roman 
Catholic· doctrine " The 
majority of the Council appear 
anxious to change doctrine 
still further. So far these 
changes have been delayed by 
the conservative minority. 
Since tho chnngos already made 
and even more the ones proposed 
would bring tho Roman Catholic 
church's tca,chi.ng . ·closer to 
the teaching of Scripture, o.nd 
consequently to the teaching 
of the Reformntion, it is n 
matter of very groat impcrtance 
to .'.111 of us how tho debates 
and decisions of the session 
go. 

Ever since the tine of 
the Roforuntion the Ro~o..n c:.nth­
olic Church has claimed that 

( 

bishops appear to desire, it 
will be. a most inporto.nt cffingG 
in the tradi tionnl tec,ching of 
the Roman Catholic church. 

Another proposed change 
is the question of religious 
freedom, tho..t is to sny the 
right of every mnn to worship 
God acc.ord:ir:g to his conscimce. 
This is a r:ight which the Ror.mn 
Catholic church in tho past 
hns denied, as the burnings nt 
the stake at tho time of the 
Reforn ation plainly show, ns 
does also the present do..y 
persecution of protosto.nts in 
Spain c.nd South Anericn. If 
this change is in fact o..dopted 
by the bishops it will be a 
nost significant event. In 
off ect it will noo..n tho..t the 
au.thori tn ti ve C-"l'ld nodintorin.l 
position of the church and 
the pri~st will give place to 
n recognition of the direct 
notion of the Holy Spirit on 
the henrt o..nd conscience of 
non. 

All Christio..ns should 
rencnber in their prnyors tho 
coming session of tho Vatican 

'· 



source of revclntion. Tradit­
ionally, the Romnn C~tholic 
Church hns tnught thnt there 
are two sources of reveJation -
Holy Scripture and tradition -
and the Council of Trent 
affirmed that both are to be 
received with "equal venerat­
ion". It 1vas on the strength 
of tradition that Pope Pius 
XII proclr'.iDed as an infalli­
ble dogQa tho belief that the 
body of tho virgin :Mnry had 
been raised from the grave nnd 
carried up to heaven. It is 
adoitted that the Bible does 
not tc~ch this doctrine 5 but 
the Ronan Catholic Church 
defended it on the ground of 
tradition, ·which :.(or then was 
one of the two sources of 
revelation. This wns only so 
recently as 1950, but now in 
the Second Vatican Council the 
idea of two sources of Revel­
ation has nlready failed to 
win acceptance and mnny of the 
bishops favour ono source -
Holy Scripture alone. If this 
decision is in fact incorporated 
in the dogmc.. which is ~ to be 
promulgated c..t this coning 
session as tho nnjori ty of the 

.. 

~ 

its doctrine has always been 
the sm:ie since the tine of 
Christ, ond its grent c ontro­
versialist nnd Bishop Bos suet ·. 
declnred ns cm axiom that 
11 vnri8.tion in · religion is . 
always a sign 0£ error" 9 · cind · 
he used this ·c,xion to cliscr edit 
pr ~) testnntism which ho clninod 
wns n · novelty nnc1 tho re f ore 
could no t be tho true religion. 
The protestnnts on tho o ther 
hCU'ld replied thnt protostnnt­
isn wns nerely n return to the 

.unchanging religion. of the 
scriptures. They agreed that 

·varintion wns a sign of error 
but by the test of Scripture 
it was the Roman C;i,tholic 
Church ·which hnd vo.ried its 

. doctrin.e s nnd the Roforr.io.ti cin 
was a reform of the variati ons 
o.nd a return to tho or i ginal 
unchanging Gospel. Thus Is~ac 
Wnl ton (who you will r onombor 
was . the ruthor of 1Tho Conplen t 
Angler 11 ) tells tho · story of 
Sir Henry Wotton who visited 
the church of o. friendly priffit 
in Rome to hear the vesper 
music and the pr:iest 11 seeing 
Sir Henry stand obscurely in 
D. c ~)rner 11 sent hin [:'. choir boy 



with [',, sno..11 piece of po.per on 
which he hnd \.vri tten 11 Where 
wns your religion to be found 
before Luther?" In reply Sir 
Henry wrote n~.1y religion wns 
to be found then - where yours 
is n ot to be f ound now - in 
the written Word of God". 

However, the Ronan Cath­
olic Church no l onger clnios 
tho..t its teaching is nlways the 
same. Thus Archbishop Roberts 
fornerly Rom.an Ca tholic Arch.;.. 
bishop of Bonb~y nnd a Jesuit, 
in his introduction t o the 
b ook 11 Contro..ception nnd Holi­
noss11 published this year on 
p.16 speaks of the chnngos in 
Ronnn Catholic do ctrine since 
the tine of the Refbrontion. 
He wri tos •1 Con tonporary theol­
ogians rsivo o..n entirely differ­
ent ncnning to the word church 
to the one v1hich vms pr evnlent 
in tho 16th century .••• A 
few c enturies o.go the word 
church ncnnt (for RoDan Cath­
olics) tho Ro:rn.o.n Catholic 
co:r:munion, s o thnt the riaxin 
' 1No snlv<:'-tion ~,u_ t of the 
churo~ 1 virtunlly precluded nll 
non Catholics fr om being saved. 

( 

pronounce tha.t it is o..bsoJutely 
necessnry f or the snlv~tion of 
every hunnn crenture to be 
subject t o the Ront:m Pontiff". 
The new tenching is quite 
different~ 

The Rcmmn Church ho..s 
nnintnined thnt its unchnnging 
teo.ching is n sufficient cuide 
t o the truthj but if tho Ronnn 
Cntholic t ench i ng chL'.ne os ns 
we see it hc.s? c:md o..s ciodcrn 
RYrinn Cn.tho lic lenders n dni t 
it doe s, whnt is the stnnclnrd 
of truth by which these ch.ryges 
nny be t ested ns to whe ther 
they nre n ch'1nge t owo..rds or 
nwo..y fr on tho truth which, of 
course, rennins the s2ne and 
cannot ch.'l.nge? Surely the 
only str.mdc.rd t o test such 
changes in doctrine is the 
unchanging Yfor d of Goel given 

_i;o -µs . in .Holy Scripture, of 
which the. Lord Jesus Christ is 
.the centre. :. This o.t lea.st is 
whn. t the Refor1intion affirnecl. 
Thus it · is o.11 the uoro inter­
esting t o note th.."..t o:t this 
coning session tho · first 
subject. . to be discussed by the 
Ror:10n Cn.tholic -bi.shops is the 
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the Church. For the nost part 
this docunent reiternt8s the 
traditional Ronan Catholic 
do ctrine o f the Church, nru;_1ely 
thnt the church is constituted 
by the hiero.rchy 9 but in one 
pnssn0e it endorses o.uth orit­
ntively for the firs tine a 
radically new tonching ~bout 
salvation . In paragraph 16 
of the constitution of the 
church, tho c ouncil extends 
the possibility of salvation 
not only to Moslens (who ns 
we know vi6or ously deny thnt 
Christ is tho Son of God ) but 
also to tho heathen who have 
no knowledge of Christ nor 
of God . Tho Council affirns 
that those no..y be sewed if 
they strive to f ollow the 
dictates of their conscience. 
This is plninly'out · of keep­
ing with traditional Ron£tn 
Catholic doctrine which in the 
past insisted that both bap­
tism. cmd submission t o the 
pope were absolutely essent:inl 
for snlvc-.tion. For exnn ple, 
this lat·ler is clearly ex­
pressed in the fru:i ous bull of 
Bonifv.ce VIII Hhich c onclucled 
11 We declnre, so.y, define nnd 

l 

To-do.y the word church is 
unc~ erstood with IJ.uch nore 
elo.sticity t o include in effect 
o.11 (who believe in God with) 
o. eood will. Thus the o.uthor­
i tntive t eQchinG of f our 
centuries ago concernine, snl­
vo.tion outside the church cnn 
be r ecognised ns rndicnlly 
different from the position of 
the bishops nt the Second 
Vatican Council. 

"In like 1~1annor the 
statements on fr ooc1on of c on­
science which ho.ve b oen pr o­
posed f or ncceptn:noe by the 

· Second Vatican Council are 
p:-itently inpossible t o recon­
cile with the stn tenents of 
Pope Pius IX on this sru:i.e 
subject only n century ago. 

. There are r:i.2.ny o t her oxnnples 
of rndicnl cho.IlGe s in . the 
position to.ken .by authority at 
vnrioustinos durinc history , 
c.11 of which would confiro 
vvhnt Cnr cl ine,l Newnon so.id con·­
cernine tho effects of pro­
clninin~ pnpnl infnllibility: 
'What ono popo co..n do another 
can undo '"· Archbishop 
Roberts adds >i There is no nood 



to catalogue all these 
reversals". He goes on to 
apply this concept of change 
to the prohibition of contra­
ceptives and suggests there 
is no reason uhy the church 
should not change its teach­
ing on what the· law of God is 
on the matter •' 

Gregory Baum O.S.A. 
gives another example, on 
page 265 of the same book. He 
quotes Pope ?ius IX as con­
demning "that erroneous 
opinion that is especially 
injurious to the Catholic 
Church and the salvation of 
souls, called by our prede­
cessor Gregory XVI 11 insane 
raving 11 , namely that freedpm 
of conscience and . of worship 
is tho proper right of each 
man". :Baum adds "This condemn­
nation of' frocdcm, at one ... time 
taught with authority demand­
ing obedience? has on . the 
whole b con abandoned. · · 

During the present 
Council, the Roman Catholic 
Church has already made some 
important changes. Thus in 

( 

the s econd session it decided 
to abandon its insistence on 
the use of Latin in church 
s orvicos. Tho services and 
inparticuJar the reading of the 
Scripture lessons arc now 
witlely celebrated in t ho lang­
uage of tho worshippers. 
Though this is a change of 
practice rather iban of doctrllie, 
it opens the door for fUture 
reformation; for nreviouslv 
the worshipper in- a Roman 
Catholic church did not hear 
God's Word read to him in a 
way that he could understand 
its meaning. Now Sundny by 
Sunday the l essons ere r end in 
his own l angungo . with the 
priest fo.cing tho congrcgntion ·· 
instead of turning his back 
to tho congr egation ns in the 
pnst, nnd sermons explaining 
the snored. text nro .compulsory 
o.t every mass, so t hn t God's 
Word can spook directly to his 
honrt nri.d bring his mind· into 
conformity with God's mind 
reveq.lod in·.· ScriptUre. 

. . In . l~t yorir 1 s ·s ession 
the Council put out ti long 
stntement .on tho · doctrine:· of 



to catalogue all these 
reversals". He goes on to 
apply this concept of change 
to the prohibition of contra­
ceptives and . suggests there 
is no reaso:n. nhy the church 
should not change its teach­
ing on what the· law of God is 
on the matter,, 

Gregory Baum O.S.A. 
gives another example, on 
page 265 of the same book. He 
quotes Pope ?ius IX as con­
demning "that erroneous 
opinion that is especially 
injurious to the Catholic 
Church and tho salvation of 
souls, called by our prede-
cessor Gregory XVI 11 insane 
raving 11 , namely that freedpm 
of conscience and · of worship 
is tho proper right of each 
man". :Saum adds "This condemn­
nation of freodcm, at one .. time 
taught with authority demand­
ing obedience, h_as on . the 
whole boon aban(loned. · 

Du.ring the pres on t 
Council, the Roman Catholic 
Church has already made some 
important changes. Thus in 

( 

the second session it decided 
to abandon its insistence on 
the use of Latin in church 
survicos. Tho services and 
inparticuJar the reading of the 
Scripture lessons are now 
witlely celebrated in tho lang­
uage of tho woTshippers. 
Though this is a change of 
practice rather ihan of doctr:ine, 
it opens the door for f'uture 
reformation; for previously 
the worshipper in a Roman 
Catholic church did not hear 
God's Word read to him in a 
way that he could u:n.dorstand 
its meaning. N ou Sunday by 
Sunday the less ons ere rond in 
his own l angungc. with the 
priest fncing tho congrcgntion :. 
instead of turning his back . 
to tho congregation as in the 
past, nnd sermons explaining 
th<,7 sacred. text are _compulsory 
nt every mass, so t ho. t God's 
Word can s~ook directly to his 
hon.rt arid bring his mind· into 
conformity vl/i th God Is niind 
reveq.loa in·· Scripturo. · 

, . . In . lc..st yorir 's ·session 
the Council put out n long 
s_tntement .on tho · doctrine; of 
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the Church. For the oost part 
this docunont reiternt8s the 
traditional Ronnn Catholic 
doctrine o f the Church, nruJ.ely 
tho.t the church is constituted 
by the hiero.rchy 9 but in one 
pnssn.00 it endorses o.uth orit­
ntively for the firs tine a 
radically new tonching ~bout 
salvation. In paragraph 16 
of the constitution of the 
church, tho council extends 
the possibility of snlvntion 
not only to Mosler.is (who as 
we know vi&or ously deny thnt 
Christ is the Son of God ) but 
also to tho heathen who have 
no knowledge of Christ nor 
of God . Tho Council affirns 
that those no..y be saved if 
they strive to f ollow the 
dictates of their conscience. 
This is plainly' out· of keep­
ing with traditional Roomi 
Catholic doctrine which in the 
past insisted that both bap­
tisn cmd submission t o the 
pope were absolutely essent:inl 
for salv8.tion. For exnn ple, 
this lat·ler is clearly ex­
pressed in the fru:i ous bull of 
Bonif<:>.ce VIII Hhich c onclucled 
11 We declare, say, define a.nd 

l 

To-day the word church is 
unc~ erstood with r:i.uch nore 
elasticity t o includ e in effect 
o.11 (who believe in God with) 
n eood will. Thus the o.uthor­
i tntive t eci.chinG of f our 
centuries o.go concernine so.1-
vo.tion outside the church cnn 
be recognised o..s ro..dicnlly 
different from the position of 

· the bishops o.t tho Second 
Vaticon Council. 

"In like 1~1onnor the 
·statements on fr oodon of c on­
science which ho.ve b o.en pr o­
posed f or o.cceptnnoe by the 

· Second · vnticon Council o.re 
p:>tently inpos sible t o recon-
cile with the stn tenonts of 
Pope Pius IX on this sru:i.e 
subject only a century ago. 

. There are DC'.ny o ther oxo..nples 
of radicnl cho.JJGes in . the 
position to.ken .by authority at 
varioustinos durinc history , 
c.11 of which would confiro 
vvha.t Cnrdine,l N eww:m so.id con·­
cernin5 tho effects of pro­
clainine pa.pa.l infallibility: 
'Wha.t ono popo ca.n do another 
con undo '". Archbishop 
Roberts adds '; There is no nood 



with ['. sno..11 pioce of po.per on 
which he hnd \vri tten 11 Where 
wns your religion to be found 
before Luther?" In reply Sir 
Henry wrote n~.1y religion wo.s 
to be found then - where yours 
is not to be f ound now - in 
the written Word of God". 

However, the Ronan Cath­
olic Church no l onger clo.ios 
thnt its touching is always the 
same. Thus Archbishop Roberts 
fornerly Romnn Ca tholic Arch.;.. 
bishop of Bonb~y and a Jesuit, 
in his introduction to the 
book 11 Contrnception nnd Holi­
ness" published this year on 
p.16 speaks of the chnngos in 
Ronnn Catholic doctrine since 
the tine of the Refbrontion. 
He writes •1 Con tenporary theol­
ogians 0ive an entireJ;y differ­
ent manning to the word church 
to tho one v1hich vms pr evo.lent 
in tho 16th century .••• A 
few c enturies ago · the word 
church noo.nt (for Roman Cath­
olics) the Ronan Catholic 
co:r:inunion, so tho.t the riaxin 
11No snlv8.tion out of the 
churo~ 1 virtunlly precluded all 
non Co. tholics from being saved. 

( 

( 

pronounce thnt it is o..bsoJutely 
necessnry f or the snlv~ti on of 
every huno.n croo.ture t o be 
subject t o the Roncm. Pontiff". 
The new tenching is quite 
different~ 

· The Rcnnnn Church ho.s 
nnintnined thnt its unchnnging 
tenching is 0. sufficient c uide 
to the truth, but if the Ronan 
Cntholic tonching chri.neos o.s 
we see it he,s 9 o.nd o..s ciodorn 
RJnnn Cn.tholic l enders n dr:1 i t 
it does, who.tis the stnndnrd 
of truth by which these cbr:rges 
nay be tested o.s to whether 
they nre a ch'1nge towc.rds or 
nwo.y fr on the truth which, of 
course, rennins the s 2ne o.nd 
cannot ch.'l.nge? Sur ely the 
only str.mdo.rd t o test such 
changes in doctrine is the 
unchanging Word of God given 

. to µs . in .Holi Scripture, of 
which the. Lord Jesus Christ is 
.the centre. :. This o..t lea.st is 
whn. t the Refor1intion nffirnecl. 
Thus it · is o.11 the u oro inter­
esting t o note th..".. t o:t this 
coning sessio·n the · firE?t 
subject . to be discussed by the 
Rorn:m Cn.tholic :bishops is the 



source o~ revolo.tion. Tradit­
ionally, the Roman C~tholic 
Church hns tnught thnt there 
are two sources of reve1ation -
Holy Scripture and tradition -
and tho Council of Trent 
affirmed that both 2-re to be 
rocei ved with "equo.l venern t­
ion11. It 1vc..s on the strength 
of tradition that Pope Pius 
XII proclf'.iLlGd o..s an infalli­
ble dograa tho belief thnt the 
body of tho virgin :Mnry had 
been raised from the grave nnd 
carried up to heaven. It is 
adnitted that the Bible does 
not to~ch this doctrine 5 but 
the Ronan Catholic Church 
defended it on the ground of 
trndi tion, which ;f'or then wns 
one of the two sources of 
revelation. This wns only so 
recently as 1950, but now in 
the Second Vatican Council the 
idea of two sources of Revel­
ation has nlrendy failed to 
win acceptance nnd mnny of the 
bishops favour ono source -
Holy Scripture al0ne. If this 
decision is in fnct incorpornted 
in the do5rmn which is ~ to be 
promulgated nt this coning 
session ns tho najori ty of the 

.. 

~ 

its doctrine hns nlwo.ys been 
the sm:ie since the tine of 
Christ, ond its grent c ontro­
versialist o.nd Bishop Bos suet ·. 
declnred ns C'.n axiom that 
11 vo.ri8.tion in · religion is . 
always o. sign o.f error" 9 Clrld 
he used this ·c,xion to cliscredi t 
pr '.) testnntism which ho clninod 
was o. · novelty ru"lc1 tho re f ore 
could no t be tho true religion . 
The protesto.nts on the o ther 
hCU'ld replied thnt protestant­
ism was nerely o. return to the 

. unchanging r cligion. of the 
scriptures. They agreed that 

·varintion wns a sign of error 
but by the test of Scripture 
it was the Romon C;i.tholic 
Church ·which had yo.ried its 

. doctrin.e s nnd the Roforr.io,ti0n 
was n reform of the vnrinti ons 
nnd a return to tho originnl 
unchanging Gospel. Thus Is~ac 
Wnl ton (who you will r onombor 
was the ruthor of 1Tho Conplen t 
Angler 11 ) tells tho · story of 
Sir Henry Wotton who visited 
the church of o. friendly prie:;t 
in Rome to hear. the vesper 
music and the priest 11 seeing 
Sir Henry stand obscurely in 
D. c ~)rner 11 sent hin r:'- choir boy 
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The Fourth Session of the 
Second Vatican Council which 
consists o:f Roman Catholic 
bishops throughout the world, 
meets in Rome this week. It 
has been stated that this will 
be the l a st session of the 
Council and it promises to be 
the most momontous. Already 
the Council has made some 
changes wi th r egard to Roman 
Catholic· doctrine " The 
majority of t he Council appear 
anxious to change doctrine 
still further. So far these 
changes have been delayed by 
the conserva tive minority. 
Since tho chnnge s a lr eady made 
and even more the ones proposed 
would bring tho Roman Catholic 
church's t co.chi.ng . ·closer to 
the teaching of Scripture, and 
consequently to the teaching 
of the Refor mntion, it is n 
matter of very gr oat impcrtance 
to all of us how tho debates 
and decisions of the session 
go. 

Evor since the tine of 
the Roforuation the Ro~nn c:.nth­
olic Church has claimed that 

( 

bishops appear to desire, it 
will be. a mo13t i nportnnt cffingG 
in the tradi tionnl tec,ch ing of 
the Roman Ca tholic church. 

Another proposed change 
is the question of religious 
freedom, that is to s ny the 
right of every man t o worship 
God acc.ord:ir:g to his conscimce. 
This is n r:ight which the Ror.mn 
Ca tholic church in tho past 
has denied, as the burnings nt 
the stnke at the time of the 
Reforn ation plainly show, ns 
does also the present day 
persecution of pr otcstnnts in 
Spain cmd South Anerica. If 
this change is in fact adopted 
by the bishops it will be n 
most significant ovont. In 
off ect it will monn tho..t the 
au.thori ta ti ve C-."l'ld nedintorio.l 
position of the church o.nd 
the pri~st will givo place to 
n recognition of the direct 
notion of the Holy Spirit on 
the heart cmd c onscience of 
non. 

All Christians should 
r encnber in their prayers tho 
coming sessi on of tho Vatican 

' · 



/ Council. . St. Pnul tonches us 
to prQy for nll men o.nd 
especinlly should WG pray for 
those who o.re seeking the 
truth as it is in Christ. For 
there is the over present 
danger that truth will be 
o bscurcd by compromise. . The 
Council is to mnke decisions 
on two most importmit mo.tt ars: 
Holy Scripture as the only 
source of revcl~tion, o.nd tho 
freodln of the a·onsc:ionce before 
God. The effects of these 
decisions will bo · widespread, 
perhaps for centuries. Already 
for ox~mple tho Government of 
Spain is wo.iting to see how. 
the Council decides with regard 
to religious freedom before it 
promulgo.tos its proposed 
libero.lising of the laws abou~ 
protesto.ntism in Spnin. 

All of us then should be 
earnest in pro.yer thnt God ' who 
directs o.ll things will direct 
the decisions of the Counctl T 
in conformity vd th His truth. ' 

12 September 1965 
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