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In Ancient times, it was the custom to [igr: the Joundaries of

iznds by nmeans of stone pinax?s, the penoval of whieh by palicious

Persons would bg the gcoeasion of gugh confusion, pep having no other
: lars by which to guish the linits of their

To remove them thereforsy was considercd a heincus erime, "Lhon
shalt not" says the Jewish law, Bemove thy Jelshbours Landnarics,
which they of glden fimeg have get up in their inhepitance.

Hence these peculiar porks of gistinction by which we are
separated from the propane world and by yhich we are gogblod to
as the "gong of Lishi® are called,

mhewwm Inlversal Laus of lagonpy are Jandnarls,
mgamwmcn vary from
Wmmwnmmmmwmﬁw

in the W of what grg and what are pot the Landmarplks
Hasonry there has been much diversity of opinion amongst Hriters -
some §riters restriet thn to other Drothors Sisns, ITokens and Words -
Others again to the Ceremonics of Initistion, Passing and Raising,
others again to the Ground Situstion and Cowverins of the Crmaments
and Jewels or their charsetoristic symbols, Some again
think that the Qpder has no Lar

are of a Higher Amiguity than either gpemory or Higtory ean macm
The year 1898 was the time those Lendnarks were first ommerated

and fhey have since been ggnerslly adopted by the Fraternit

‘1. The Jiode of Becognition gre of all the andnorks, the Most

Thoy adnit of no yarisficon and 1T gver
they have guffered gmtisn or gdditions, the gyil of guch yiolation
of the jncicut Lgw has always pgde itself gubsocuontly panifest.
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Iy into3 Degroes is a Landmark
that wwmwmzamw other glthough even
berg the mischievous spirit of jpnovation has loft ifs irsces, by
g porkion from the 3rd Degree g wont
piformity has boenm gregted in pespeet to the Zinpl feachine of
the Jiasterts Orders
In 1813 the Grang Lodge of England 3

by gelomnly decreelnz that jpclont Craft Masonry consist of 3 degroes.
Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason, ineluding the Holy

Royal Arch, But the gisrupticn has never been healed and the Landnarh
ed by all in its intoprity still gontimues to be

3¢ The Jggend of the 3rd Desree is an jnmportant landmori, the integrety
of which has been well preserveds There is no pige of lggoury prace
tised in gny gounterv or gny lancuase in which the gssential sloments
of this Legend are not faushts The Lecturses may yary and indeed are
ptly chanzing but the Legond has gver remained substan
the ggme, and it is pecessary that it ghould be so for the Legend
gtes it*s yery essence and jdentity of
Masonry, Any mmm sheuld gxelude it or paterially alior it
would et gnce by that gxclusion or pltergtion gease to be a [igsonie
Silee
4, The government of the Fraternity by a presiding 0fficer called a
Grand Master who is elected from the body of the Craft is a fourth
Landnark of the Orders Hany persons suppose that the election of the
Crand Master is held in consegence of a law or regulation of Grand
Lodges Such however is not the eases The Office is indebted for its
existence to a landaark of the Order. OCrand Masters or persbns DT
foraing the functions under a different or eguivalent title are to
be found in the rcoeords of the Institution long before Crand Lodges
were establisheds and if the presont system of legislative govermment
by Grand Lodges were abolished a Grand Master would still be necessary

5« The prerogative of the Crand Master to preside over every assenbly
of the Craft, whercsoever and whensoever held is a fifth landmari,

It is in consequence of this law derived from Ancient usage and not
from any special enactment that the Grand Master assumes the Chair

or as it is ealled in England the "throne®, at every CGrand Lodge



Communication of every subordinate Lodge where he may happen to

be present.

6. The prerogative of the GrandMaster to grant dispensaticns for
conferring degrees at irregular times is another and very important
landmark. The statutory law of Masonry requires a stipulated time

to elapse between the presentation of a petition and the election

of a candidate and the Grand Master has the power to set aside or
dispense with this probation and allow a candidate to be initiated
at onces This prerogative he possessed before the cnactment of the
law of probation and as no statute can impair his prerogative he
still retains the power,

7 The prerogative of the Grand Master to give dispensations for
the opening and holding of Lodges is another landmark, He may grant
in virtue of this to a sufficient number of Masons the privilege

of Meeting together and conferring degrees,

8. The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight is a
landmark whieh is elosely connected to the preceding one, fhere has
been much mispprehension in relation to this landmark, which mis-
apprehension has sometimes led to 2 denial of its existence in juris-
dietions where the Grand Master was at the very moment exercising

the prerogative without the slightest remark or opposition. |

9. The necessity of Masons to congregate in Lodges is another land=-
marke The Landmarks of the Order always prescribed that Masons
should from time to time congregate together for the purpose of either
8perative or Speculative labor and that these congregations be called
Lodgese

10. The Govermment of the Craft when so congregated in a Lodge by

a Master and two Wardens is also a lLandmark, A congregation of Masons
meeting under any other form of govermment such as a president or
vice~president or chairman or sub chairman would not be recognised
as a Lodge. The presence of a Master and two Wardens is as essential
to the valid organization of a Lodge as a Warrant of Constitution is
at the present day.

11, The necessity that every Lodge when congregated, should be duly
tiled is an important landmark of this Institution which is never

neglected, The necessity of this law arises from the very character
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of Masonry, The duty of guarding the door and kesping off cowans
and egvesdroppers is an ancient one which thersfore constitutes

a landnavrk,

12, The right of every Mason to be represcnted in all general
meotings of tho Craft is a twelfth landwark. Formerly these gemeral
meetings which were usually held once a year were called "“Cenoral
Assemblies®™ and zll the Fraternity, even to the youngest EIntered
Apprentice were permitted to be present, Now they are called Grand
ILodges and only the Masters and Wardens of the subordinate Lodges
But this is simply as the representatives of their
memberse, Previously each Mason ropresented himself, now he is
| represented by his Offlicers.
13 The right of every Mason to appesl from the decision of his
brethren in Lodge convened to the Grand Lodge is a landmark highly
essential to the preservation of justice and the prevention of

oppressicns :

1%, The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular
Lodge is an unquestionatle landmark of the Opder. It is ealled the
right of Visitation, This right of visitation has always been rece
ognized as an ivherent right which inures to every Hason as be
travels the world and this is becsuse Lodges are justly considered
as only divigsions for coaveniones of the universa: Hasonie _farxiay.
This right may be forfeited by reason of unmasoniec conducts but
wvhen aduission is refused to 2 Mason in good standing who knocks

at the door of a Lodge as a visitor, is expocted that a good and
sufficient reason will be furnished for this violation of what is
in general a Hasonie right founded on the Landmarks of the Order,
15 It is a Landmark of the Order that no visitor unknown to the
brethren present or tc some one of them as a Mason can enter a lodge
without first undergoing an ezanination according to anclent usages
If he is known to a Brother rrosent and that brother will vouch

for his gualifications the examination may be dispensed with as they
only relate to strangers who are not to be recognized until after
due trial and strict examination. | : |
16, Ho Lodge ean interferc in the business of another Lodge, nop
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give degrees to brethren who are nenbers of another Lodge, This is
undoubtedly an ancient landmayk founded on the prineciples of courtesy
and brotherly kindness which are at the very foundation of our
Installiatione
17 It is a landmark that every Frecmason is amendable to the laws
and regulaticns of the Mascnie Jurisdietion where he resides and
this although he may not be a momber of any Lodge, on affiliation
which is in itself a Masonic offence do not exenpt a YMason from
Masonic Juriséicticn,
18, Certain gualifications of cendidates for initiation are derived
from g landmark of the Order, These gqualifications are that he be a
man free bornm and unmutilated o Brethren, this is a landnark that
has been altered within the last twenty years and I think rightly so,
for it enables many persons to join cur Craft who through no fault
of thelr own had suffered some form of mutilation,
19, 4 belief in the existence of God as the CGreat Architect of
the Universe is one of the most important landanarits of the Order,
It has always beecn adnitted that a denial of the existende of a
Suprene being is an absolute disqualification for initiations
- The annals of the Crder never yot have furnished or could furnish
an instance where an avowed Atheist has ever made a llason,e The very /
initiatory ceremonics of the first degree forbid and prevent the |
p&ssimlity of such an acmmnee. |
20, Subsidiary to this belief in God as a landmark of the Order, is
the belief in a resurrcction of a future lifes This landmark is nod
80 positively improssed on the candldate by exact wvords as the pre=-
eedings but the doctrine is taught by very plain impliecation and
runs through the whole symbolism of the Order.
2le It is a landnork of the Ordsr that a Book of the Laws shall
constitute an indisponsable part of the furniture of overy Lodges
I say advisedly, Bock of the Lawy beecause it is not absolutely
necescary that everywhere the 0ld and the How Testament be useds
The Bodk of the Law is thot volume which by the religion of the
Country 1s believed to contain the revealed will of the Great
Architect of the Universe, Hence in gll Lodges in Christian Countries
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the Book of the Law is eomposed of the 01ld and Tew Testamentss
in a Country wvhere the prevailing faith is Judaism the 01d Testanent
will be sufficient, In Mohammedan Countries and among Mokammedan
Masons the Koran might be substituteds HMasonry does not attempt to
interfere with the religious falith of its disciples, except so far
as relates to the belief in the existencs of Cod and what neeessarily
results from that belicf, The landmark thepefore requires a "Book
of the Law,™a religous code of some kind purporting to contain the
rovealed Will of God shall form an essentiazl part of the furniture
of a Lodge.
22, The eguality of all Masons is another landmark of the Order,
This means that all brethren mé % in a Lodge on the level and that
as children of one great Father, that on the level we are all travellll
to the one pre=destined goaly that in the Lodge merit shall recelve
mere respect than boundless wealth, When the labors of the Lodge
are over and the brethren have rotired from their peaceful retroat
to nmingle once nmore with the world cach will again resune that sceial
position and exercise the privilcges of that rankk to which the customs
of soeiety entitle hinm,
23+ The secrecy of the Institution 1s another and most important
landmaric, The form of secrcey is a form inherent to it existing
with it from its very foundation, and secured toc it by its aneient
landnarks, Frecumasonry as a secret assoclation has lived unchanged
for many centuriesi as an open society it would not last for as
many yoarse
2%, The foundation of a speculative science upon an operative art,
and the symbolic use and cxplanation of that art for the purposes of
religious or moral teaching constitutes another landmaric of the Order,

The Texple of XKing Solomon was the symbolic eradie of the Inse

titution and around it has becn built our ceremonies and landmarks,
doun %o our successors without the slightest modification,s This to
ny way of thinking is wrong, as sometimes a change is beneficialto alls



The Masonic Apron as the badge common to the fraternity should
inspire our contemplation and reflcction and I trust the following
comacnts on the subjecet may be of interest ané prove useful to you
as menbers of the Craft, Before proceeding with my subjeet, may
I be pernitted to deviate ané in passing touch on the prineiples
of frecmasonry, the better to enable me the more foreibly drive
home the poiants to which I specially desire to drav your attention,

The doetrines of Frecmasonpy are the most beautiful that it is
possible to coneceives The ideal Freemason has only 3 rules to fellow,
namely, Love one another, teach one another and help one another,

. Therein lie our precipts, all ocur secience and all cur lawse, It is
impossible to be z good Mason without being 2 gocd many an exemplary
man in every walk of Life, In ancient times Mascns in every country
were charged to be adherants to the religion of that comntry or
nation where they resided; whatever it was.

It is now thought more cénvenieat and in closer conformity with
modern toleration and freedom from restraint to accept from them
their acknowledgement of the Supreme Being, the Deity from whon all
goodness eminates, leaving theparticular faith or form of Church
Government to bhis own frec cholce in the hope that his profescsion
;Aof the faith would harmonise with the trend of his thoughts anéd daily
4-11fe, ags to be geceptable to God and a testimony to all men that the
teachings of YMagonry tend to make good men better and the world ‘
happy and & better place to live in through the lives of its menmbers.

All Mosons believe in God, we reverence him, invoke his divine
aid in all our Lawful Undertakings ond esteem him as the Chief of
Goods

We believe that the Dible, the first Great Light in Freemasonry
is the inestimable GIift of God to mane
- ‘Masons acceptithis gracious and divine gift as containing an

expression of God*s Will and that its precepts are a guide to our
faith in God and in cup unerring will in the discharge of cur duly
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to God cur neihhbm;rs and to curselves,

Masonry is helr to the Ancient mysteries and its purpose is to
unite nen for the uplifting benefit of the whole human races It must
therefore to be successful comprise a select body of men of high
intelligonee and morality or it is Masonry only in name

Masonry is not a church it excludes women and persons under the
age of 21 years with one exceptions Any institution which elains to
be a church must ineclude these persons, therefore whilst Masonry doss
not claim to be a chureh or a substitute for any religion there is a
close connection between lMasonry and Religion, The comnection is
founded on four principlos common to both, namely the Fatherhood of
God and the brotherhood of mang prayer and the immortality of the
Soule

I shall now procced to impart to you the Masonic Prineiples and
.iﬁws symbolised and embodied in the Apron,

Perhaps the earlicst moment at which a candidate for freemasonry
realises he is a menmber of the e¢raft is vhen the Senior Warden
approaches him and invests him with the distinguishing badge of a
Mason, Whatever other information he has gleaned from the Cuter
World regarding froemasons, he has eertainly learned that freemasons
elothe themsclves with aprons and vhen one of these articles of attire
is girthed about his waist, he realises that he is within the pale
of the fraternity. |

The charge following his investiture ecannot fail to impress on
him that the apron is a badge to be neither lightly conferred or
worn with indifferences I shall now procesd to impart to you the
Masonie principles and ideals symbolised and embodied in the apron.

The form of the apren is a cireley a sguare and an equilateral
triangle and ‘are embodied in the apreny as followse

The circle which the strings of the apron make when it is
girthed arcund the body is the symbol of the spirit and no nore
perfect syabel of the spirit can be found than the eireles Cod is

a eircle whose centre is everywhere but whose circumference S
nowhore, BSeeause the cirele is the begimning or end it teaches

the Cternity of God and its invisible centre teaches the invisibility
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£ God and because it is the only line that can enclose matter, it
is the only figure that teaches the 2ll embracing unity of God,

The circle therefore teaches the unity, omnipotence:, infinity
and eternity of God in whom we live, move and have our beings The
2 strings are symbols of love and faith which bind mankind into a
brotherhood that cannot be broken.

The Apron, the distinguishing badge of a Mason is a perfect
square and its four right angles teaches that purity, truth, sincerity
and honesty are the foundations of morality., 1Its fourfagnnksides
remind us to practice the four cardinal virtues namely; Temperance
in word and deed, Fortitude in a noble purpose, Prudence in judging
wisely and Justice to the greatest and humble alike, God not only
makes of himself a personal revelation but also reveals himself as
the Creator of the material Wokd which is taught by the Square of
‘fbur equal sides and angles, thus four becomes the symbol of the
spirit and three the personal revelations of the spirit.

Four was the Symbol of matter to our ancient brethren who be-
lieved that the World was an oblong or square marked by the four
points of the compass, Connecting these points we have a square
the symbol of matter, This reason was not accepted by the Greek
brethren of the ancient mysteries who taught that the World was a
sphere composed of four material elements of earth, air, fire and
water, Our brethren of India agreed with the teachings of the Greek
brethren that there were four material elements but did not agree
that they were the same as the Greeks taught. Thus four becomes
the symbol of matter and is the symbol of the spirit and three the
personal revelation of God.

The flap is an Sgquilateral triangle whose three sides remind
us to relieve a distressed brother and to be kind and friendly ™in
dealing® with cur fellow beings., The triangle placed above the
square teaches us that the rational mind of man should rule and
govern the body,

The materiel of the apron is imperatively required to be of
lamb skin, no other material such as linen or satin can be substituted
without entirely destroying the symbolish of the investment, As
the ritual says you will observe that this apron is made fromthe
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skin of a lanmb and the lamb has been from time immenmorial the
universally acimowledged embles of Purity and Innocence, You will
thercby be reminded of thet purity of life which should at all ;m
characterise a frecnason.

The gpron is pure unspotted white, White in all ages has éver
beén regarded as an enblen of purity and innocenee and it is this
connection with the symbolism that portions of the vestnents of the
"Jewish Priesthood® were ordered to be made white, Therefore "Aaron®
was comanded when he entered the Holy of Hollies to make expiation
for the sins of the people %0 appear clothed in white linen with
his white linen apron or‘girﬁ}.e about his loinse |

It is worthy of remark that the "Hebrew®™ word "Laban® whiech
denotes white is also the symbol of purity, henee, we f£ind through-
out the seriptures many references to white as a symbol of purity,
‘#Phough thy sins be as searlet®, says Issaih, and Jerriniah speaking
of the once imnocent condition of the people of "Zion® said her
"iazirites® were purer than snow and were whiter than millk,

“Portal” in his work dealing with symbolie colours says that
vhite the symbol of the divinity end of the priesthood represents
divine wisdoms Applied to a young girl denotes virginity, to an
accuscd persong Inncceneey to a Judge « justicey and he adds what
in relation to its use in frecmasconry is pecullarly appropriate that
as a charactoristic sign of purity, it exhibits a promise of hope
aftei' deaths

We sce therefore the propricty of inecluding white in the Masonie
systen as « symbol of puritye Thus symbolisa pervades the vhole of
the ritual wherever white vestnents or white decorations are wvorn,
thus we find that the apron derives its significance as a symbol
of purity from two scurcess From its material and from its absence
of ecloure The matorial of the apron then unites with 1ts whiteness
to give to the investiture of a nason the symbolic significance
of puritys The pure vhite unspotted apron is then in freemasonry
synbolie of that perfection of body and purity of mind of all those
who seck to participate in the sacred nysterics.

Those magcnie students who like to trace all our speculative
systens to the world of the operative craftsman, say that as the
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Craftsman wore an apron to kecep his clothing from being soiled
at woriyy so the operative mason dons 1t in a desire to be kept un-
soiled from the worlde But it has a2 longer linsage and closer
affinity with moral and spiritusl purity than anything that can be ',
found in the leather apron of the humble worter with the mallet or

© The apron is the mest comprehonsive symbol of our faith and if
" on the one hand it is derived from the garment thet th divine Croator
bestowed on the fallen man in Sden and on the other is an eablem
of‘ti'ze robes of paradise that have been washed and made white in the
' ‘blood of a lambe .

Then surely it is the f£itting badge of the whole human race in
their age long march from darkness into the light and as that march
is shown in the life of every individual. It is expected that the
,i;)ron should be presented to $he young mason in the first degree,
since his adnission into the Craft in g state of helplessness and
indigence was an enblenatic representation of all men into this
their mortal existences
~ Drp, COliver informs us that thoapron of whatever material it
was composed of was universally roceived as an emblem of truth and
all Hations have ever regarded truth as serenly enthroned upon a
mountain high above the strife and turmoil of men and the warring
of lations,

The young mason takzing his plain undecorated apron as his chart
may trace upon it his upward career in the craft, when he becomes
a Fellow Craft i son he will find it decorated with two blue -
rosettes in the lower corners, and when he becomes a Master Mason
he will f£ind a third roscttes g

The edges are lined with blue water waved ribbon and further
decorated with two silver tassels, one on either side, The origin
of these tossels and rosctites has given rise to considerable dise
cﬁssim. The Basscls are said to have been derived from the two
strings or ribbons by which early aprons were attached to the bodye
These strings and ribbons were passed around the waist and tied
under the flap with the ends as a pendant in the front.

These onds vere adorned with a silver fringe that has become

QTIBidi S
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s0 characteristic that whon the strap and bueckle arrangement was
.devised the fringes were retained gathered intc the form of tassels
and placed on either sides These tassels have soven strands which
renind us of the seven liberal arts and seiences namely "Grammar®,
"Rhetoric,® ®Logic®, "Aritimetic"; "Goometry®, Tiusic" and Astronomy®,
It alsc reainds us that Xing Solomon was seven years and upwards in
building the temple at Jerusalom and dedicating it to Gods Serviee.
Ho satisfaciery explanation of the rosettes has been furnished, It
has been suggested that they were derived from that point within
a eirele with vhiech all masons become familiar, But this is not
generally accepted, the two tasscls being placed one on cither side
renind us of the pillars at the porch or entrance to Eing Solonmonts
Teuples

When first invested with the apron we arce eonjured to let its
pure and spotless surface be a never failing argument for highor
thoughts, noble deeds and greater achlievenments, but an appeal to
the best that is in us to make of this world a happler and better
place to live in for ocurselves and ouP fellow beingse & freemason
knouws no party in politiecs nor does he confess to any particular
religion for in theory as a member of a comrmnity and in practice
as an individual he is willing to avail himself of anything that
he ean find in any party or faith, that tends to the uplifting of
bumanity.

He has taken the tenple of King Solomon as a Symbol of that
tenple of ideals to which he is called and he does so only because
he is a member of a brotherhoody, that has sought to give conerete
thoughts to its intangiblle design, others are engaged in building
the same tomple and are using the same materials | for the stones are
purity, truth and honesty and the cement is peace, harmony and brOtb-
erly loves It may be said that all men are builders in a mm
cause yet in a special sense the work is individuals It is mt only
men who lay their lines well and truly but the deeds that they per=
forn, That will comend them to the Miaster Architoct® when he
ealls o0 scc what we have done with what we were given to do and it
is just herec that frocnasonry performs itts great function, By
wealth of symbol and illustration it seoks to guide and direet its
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members in the pathos of virtue and selence ever teaching them
that the greatest happiness is found in doing good any good deed
that I can do mte soneone who would not have disgraced frecmasonrye
Or any kindness thatx can shov lot me do it now, let me not defer
it or neglect it for I shall not pass this wvay again and that is
the thought that chould be in the mind of every brother who would
seakk to wear this badge, that has boeon conscerated to goodness and
virtue by centuries of usage, | |

Iie has worn the apron in vain who has not learned that our
anciont institution exists to shed the light of love on this dark-
sone worlds 4 freemaoson learns that o time will come when the apron
will be laid aside, never to de worn again by us this Side of eternity.
?hmthmwﬁlbemmﬁstobedon& uhenitislaiétareat
beneath the silent clods of the valley, It should be a peninder to

“us of those lines of the immortal bard Burns and brothers

A few days may, a few years must lay ocur remains in the silent
dust, the voice of nature lcmdly eries and many a message from the
gicies that something in us never dicse That on this frail uncertain
state hang matters of eternal weight, that future 1life in worlds

 unknown, must take its ime from this alone, let us the important

now inply and live as those who never die and now we come to the
last journey of a freemason and his apron, When the last respects
have been paid by his brothor masons, he may have 1ived a fow months
‘as a member of the eraft or have sorved many years of active scrvice
within the portals and have been the proud possessor of many differe
»n% nasonie aprons in the various dogrees he has taken, may I ,
peruitted to say that tho wearing of this badge and the many trutbs
that it inplles, may have helped to keep his feet in the paths of
rectitude and be a pattorn to those he leaves behind and the meny
acts of charity he has performed on earth eo: ‘ |
CelieGeTeUs
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