
PRICE: ONE SHILLING (!0c.)

“THE ANGLICAN” SUMMARY AND REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1965
Early in February, aware from our private sources of the probable 

course of events in Viet Nam, and deeply apprehensive about the position 
in which we feared Australia would find herself by the end of the year, 
we adverted editorially to the historical facts from which so much trouble 
had sprung.

On February 11 we published a Leading Article which caused not a few 
of our friends to wonder what on earth we were worrying about.

Al tliis time there were not as many as 50.000 U.S. troops in Viet Nam.
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.i Our Own Correspondent
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l^lRAYERS 
PEACE IN VIET NAM

In a surprise plea written on DecernI 
only released last week, the Archbishop of Sydney, 
the Most Reverend H. R. Cough, has now publicly 
taken the same stand on Viet Nam as the fourte 
archbishops and bishops who wrote to the Prii 
Minister, Sir Robert Mensies, nine months ago.
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A WELCOME CHANGE OF MIND
All of us must surely support the call by the Arch­

bishop of Sydney, the Most Rf.verfnd H. R. Gough 
for our prayers for a “just and lasting peace’
Nam, even though his other remarks about Viet Nam 
appearing on this page, are somewhat less direct am 
felicitous.

Nothing is more disarming, certain to gain approval, 
than the courage involved in public admission of error — 
even when the admission is only tacit. Eight months 
ago the Archbishop rejected out of hand the opportunity 
to associate himself with any call for negotiations leading 
to a just and honourable peace. His public utterances in 
the intervening period, until now. made it appear that his 
sole interest was in military victory.

Overnight, as it were, that has changed.
His Grace has swung into the great stream 

Christian opinion by making it clear that he wi 
on just terms. Thus to change his mind is an ac 
courage, for which he deserves all credit.

Compared with this courageous reversal of view, the 
few small inaccuracies in what His Grace has said about 
Viet Nam are relatively unimportant. It is well for the 
record, however, to put them right.

To claim that Australia supports the U.S. in Viet 
Nam “to prevent the spread of communism" is trebly 
mischievous. First, it is infantile to expect to vanquish 
a svstem of belief by torture, murder, high explosive or 
nanalm. Did horrible mutilation and death change the be­
liefs of Christians in the First Century? Or of Protestants 
under the Inquisition? Or of the Dutch under Nazi occupa­
tion? Second, the form of government chosen by Chinese.
Australians. Americans or Viet Namese is their own affair: 
for others to interfere is contrary to established 
national law and practice, and it is precisely for thi: 
reason that the U.S. and Australian Governments claim 
thev are onlv intervening at the request of the Government 
of South Viet Nam! Third, and more especially because 
H is Grace mentions that this “ is a fight for freedom and 
the Australian and American troops there are inspired by 
this knowledge even as their forerunners 
World War If” , we need as a matter of self-preservation 
to look carefully at the truth about this free and 
dependent Government of South Viet Nam.

(Parenthetically, were our World War II allies the 
Russians also fighting for “freedom" as we use the term?
Or were we fighting for “freedom" as they used the word?
Or were we all fighting in defence of our national 
teresfs?) , .  , . . „

The Government of South Viet Nam which originally 
reouested and received military help from the U.S. 
that of the late Ngo Dinh Diem . But there are two 
catches to this fact, namely:
•  Ngo Dinh Diem himself was actually chosen, trans­

ported to Saigon, installed and maintained in office. ^
by the Central Intelligence Agency of the United StMes ..p . fjsk me w,w my hemes are ,  haV( 
in the belief that he would be a complaisant tool of _ flitjer gut ,)le situation here is so despert. 
the C.I.A. one man would not be enough. We

£  He wav deposed by the C.I.A. in November. 1953. and ;n y jei Nam.”
murdered with a U.S. rifle in a U.S.-made M l 13 person- \ye may reflect philosophically that “ freedom” . ; 
nel-carrier after it became plain that, inter alia, he we understand it, and presumably as the Archbishop < 
would no longer do as he was told. Sydney uses the word, must include Generai. Ky’s fre

No elections of any kind whatever have since been dom to ]jve whatever kind of personal life he wishes, and 
held in South Viet Nam. The successive “governments” lo hG]d whatever repulsive political views he likes. It is i 
of Duong Van Min h , Nguyen Ngoc T ho, Nguyen pUShing things a little far. however, to hold that Aus-

Piian Khac Su u , Trang Van H uong, P han H uy tra]jan youngsters should be conscripted to fight and die 
Van T hieu and Nguyen Cao Ky have in the precious name of freedom for a Viet Namese “gov-

held office during the pleasure of successive U.S. viceroys ernmenl” headed by a man who stands for everything t 
on the spot in Saigon. . which the fathers of those same young Australians wei

No “government” in Saigon could conceivably last opposed — and against which they, too, fought and died, 
twelve hours save by favour of the United States. In these Bluntly, we do not judge the Saigon Government and 
circumstances, Mr Walter Lippmann has perhaps some- whal it stands for to be worth the bones of a single Aus- 
thing of a point when he comments so scathingly on the tra|jan iance corporal. So far from this wanton war being ' 
“ invitations” of these its creatures to the U.S. likely to ‘‘drag on for many months”, as His Grace has

It is unfortunate that the Archbishop of Sydney sajd in what must be the most optimistic military forecast 
did not have the opportunity of meeting in Saigon last year of our tjme the burden of U.S. opinion, from Mr Robert 
the present “ Prime Minister” , Sub Brigadier General s McNamara down, is that it will last a very long time 
Nguyen Cao Ky, and of assessing his real concern in this jndeed. While it lasts, many, many Australians will die 
“ fight for freedom” . Trained by the French and the U.S., for “freedom” . And in the end, military “victory”  can
G f!nerai. Ky is from all accounts a competent fighter prove on|y an illusion bought by the ruin of Viet Nam
pilot a man of military courage and considerable intelli- anc] the decimation of its brave, helpless, attractive people, 
gence. Now. it does not do to equate personal, especially The U.S. and Australian Governments share our view that 
sexual, morality with statesmanship — Catherine de the Saigon “Government” is a fiction, by brushing it aside. 
Medici, a whore, possessed uncommon attributes of state- it is no longer informed in advance of any major military 
craft; Lloyd George, a womaniser, was an outstanding operation undertaken by U.S. and Australian troops. It is 
Prime Minister in time of national peril; Danton. with not consulted before Viet Namese territory is used to 
all his sins of the flesh, was a better statesman than iaunch upwards of 1,000 tons of bombs each day on Laos. 
Robespierre,- and Solomon had good judgement! What The truth ;s that there are now only two parties 
is insufficiently appreciated about General Ky in Aus- war: the U.S. and its junior alii
tralia is that his prowess in the bedroom is at the least people of Viet Nam on the othe
equal to his skill in the air; that he has more experience His Grace has had the courage to take the essential

j ___ hand; the
the bedroom

equal lo his skill in the air; that he has more experience m s  urace nas uau me w uia6n »  «**«■ 
of French vintages than of political philosophy. These first step, reversing his previous attitude and asking prayers 
things were better not true of a national leader in time for a just peace in Viet Nam. Let us all hope he will 
of crisis; but we say no more than that because private carry on to think out the implications of that word just • 
morality or immorality — in which Ngo Dinh Diem was and ultimately to join with those who say^we are fighting 
the very antithesis of his current successor — is not un- the wrong war, at the wrong 
usually completely irrelevant to political capacity. The for the wrong reason; 
most deadly count upon which General Ky is guilty, and future of our nation ;

the wrong place, 
n diabolical disregard of the . 

children.
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arê thê Arcrbisĥ orMelbourne' ?hF UR AN®3LETTERS OF MMN

constitution. N o t e l s S ^  % £ " *® of i,,! * sa iU IU
^ ^ 9 ^ 1  E^Efor ir ct.r “ir;
O u r stoch from other publishers includes



END OF VATICAN COUNCIL BRINGS 
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SOME STATE AID QUERIES
By Roland St  John, Registrar of th e  D iocese of Brisbane
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