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192 Praise! att theu;, Eternal our God,
kimg of the worttd, who has hallowed us by
| his commrrdennicnasd has eonmardedeuts

to read the Megilléhh.

Y5S Praiseal att thou), Etemmeil owr God,
kimg of the wotld, who has dene wonders
for our fathets in those days at thiis times.

T3 Praisedl att thou, Etemwl owr God”
kimg off the worllil who has preserved our life
and healtth and has ket us amivee unto thiss timee.
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Tihe Book of Extler.

1. Now it came to pass in the days of
Adeswerys, (this b5 Ahasverus which reignatl, from
Inflia even unte Eilibppia, over am hundred
and seven and twenty previinessy) Thutt in these
days, whem the kimg Ahasverus sit om the
throme off his kingdom, which was in Shushan
the palec. In the thind year of his reign, he
made a femsit unte all his priness aaral his
servantss; the power of Pemtia and Mdedin, the
nobles and princes of the provines, being
beforz him:: When he showall the ricdtess of hiss
l%m iouss kingdiom and the honour off hiss excal-

t majesty mamy days, even am hundretl and
foursesne  days. And  when these days were
expidl, the king mdclén femtt unto all the
people thatt were present in Shushamn the pales,
beth unte grestt and smaill, seven days, i the
cowtt of the garden of the kimgSs paluee.
Where were whitee, greem, and bleg, hangings,
fastened witth cords of fire liem and purple to
“sifeer rings and pillars of marble: the beds
were of goll and silesr, upon a prrcreentdoit”
refl, and bles, and whiite, and bledk, marble.
And they gave them drinik .in vessals of gold,
(thee vessels being diveses one from another))
and ropdl wine in abundemas, according o the
state of the king. And tle driokimg  was
according to the law; none did:compel: for so
the kimg had appomted to all the oﬁfceﬁss off
hiss housw, thett they should do according tss
every man's pleaswee. Al Vasiitti the queen
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madie a femstt for the womeenin the ropsil house
which belonged to king Ahaswerss. On the
seventh day, whem the heant of the kimg was
merry with wieg, he commadededMehuman,
Bizthp, Harbona, Bigtaa, and Abagtha, Zether,
and Camcess, the seven chambeniains thatt served
in the presence off Ahasverus the kimg. To brimg
Vastitti the queen before the kimg witth the
crown ropal, to shew the people and the primess
her beauty: for she was fair to losk om. Butt the
queem Vasfitti refused to come at the kingss
connrmirhennterty hiis  chambediing:  therefore
was the kimg very wrotth, and his anger burned
m him. Then the kimg sail to the wise men,
thett knew the timess, (for so was the kingss
mamreer toward all thett knew law and judgmentt:
And the next unte him was Carshena, Shethar,
Admathe, Taslissh, Menss, Marsene, and
Meniiraan the seven primess of Penstia and Meadiia,
which saw the kingss faee, and which satt the
fisst in the kingdom;) What shalll we do unto
the queen Vasfitti according tv law, because she
hatth nett performed the commmaindmient the
king Ahasverus by the chambeldins? And Me-
mucEn ansverest befee the king and  the
princess, Vasfitli the queen hath nett done wrong
to the king onmily, but akw to all the primwes,

and to all the people thett are in all the
provimees @ff the kimg Ahasverus: For thids deed

of the queen shalll come abroad unte all
women, so thett they shalll despise thaiir
husbamtis in thetir eyss, whem it shelll be
reportiil. The kimg Ahasverus connrmaledeVastitti




7 NI

the queen tp be brought in before him, but
she came mit. Likewise shailll the ladiess of
Pesita and Media say thds day unto all the
kingiSs printess, which have heard of the deed
of the queen. Thus shaill there ariec tow meth
contempt and wratth. Kf it please the king,
ket theee go a royall conmrmaivehtefiom him,
and kit it be writtem amvogg the laws of the
Pemsitnss and the Medes, thatt it be net altered.
Thatt Vasili come no more before king
Ahasverus; and kit the kimg giwe her ropail
estatee untw another thett & Dbetterr tham she.
And when the kingss decree which he shaill
make shalll be published throughout all his
emping, (for it & graatf) all the wives shaill
give to their hushanbis honour, both tv greatt
and smalll. And the sayimg pleased the kimg and
the primess; and the king didl according to the
word of Mermwcan:Far he semt lettess intto all
hee  kigss  proviess, imtto  every  provimee
according to the writiyg thenewdf, and to every
people afteer theiir language, thatt every mam
shouldl bear rube in hits own howse, and that
it shouldl be published according to the language
off every people. 2. Affter these thiggs, whem
the wrath of king Ahasverus was appeased, he
remranborackdVastitti, and what she had done,
and what was decreed agaimst her. Then said
thee kingsSs servants thett ministered unte him.
Lett thene be fiir young vingiiss sought fwr the
kimg: And let the kimgz appoimt offterys in all
thee provimges of h§s kingdom, thett they may
gather together all the fair young virgpes unta
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Shusham the paliee, to the house of the wommn,
unto the custody of Hege the kingiss chamberlaim,
keeper of the warmen; and let thetir things fer
purifitetition be givem them: And kit the maidan
which plessatth), the kingz be queen instead! off
Vastithi. And the thimg pleased the king; and he
dil s». Now im Shushan the paiace theee was
a cerfaim Jwy, whose name wass Mondglecai, the
som of [irir, the som off Shimwj, thee som off Kinl,
a Benjamite; Who had been camietd away from
Jerusalem  witth thee captitityy which had been
camited away witth Jeconieth king of joulth,
wiom Nebudhaldnezzathe king of Babylon had
camiged away. And he brought up Hadassdh,
thett ks, Estteer, his umabds daughters for she
had neitdeer fatheer nor mother, and the maid
was faiir and beautiflsl; winom Mordecai whem
her fatleer and mother were dead, took for his
own daughter. So it came tp pass, whem the
kinygds conmmaheinieand his decree was heard,
and when many maidens were gathered together
unte Shushan the pabwe, to the custody of
Hegsii, that Esther was brought akwo unto the
king?’s house, to the custody of Hegsij, keeper
off the wommen. And the maiden pleased him, and
she obtaimed kindmess of him; and he speedily
gave frer her thingss fwr purfidetibipn, witth such
things as belonged to hen', and seven maidens,
which were meet to be givem har, owt of the

_ kimgss  house: and he prefemadl her and her
- maids unte the best placae of the house off the

women, Estierr had nett shewal her people nor
her kimghagt: for Mordecai had charged her
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thatt she shouldl nott shew it. And Mordecai
walked every day befoxe the coutt of the
womanss house, to know how Estther ditd, and
what should bewonte of har. Now whem every
maids tum was come tp go in tp

Ahasverus, afiter thatt she had been twelve
months, according to the mammar of the
womem, (for so were the days of their puri-
ficatibons accompiighat, to wit, six months with
gil of myrh, and six montihs witth sweet odeurs,
and with other thingss for the purifigingg of the
womem)) Then thus came every maidem unte
the kingg; whatsoewar she desired was givem
her to go with her out of the house of the
woneenunte the kingss house. fn the evening
she went, and om the memaw she returmed imto
the second house of the womem, to the eustedy
of Shaashgaz, the kingks chamberlain, which
kept the concubines: she came in unte the
kimgz n® more, except the kimg delightad in her,
and thatt she was calked by name. Now whem
the twm of Estlery, thee daughter off AthiHadlil the
uncke of Momtlecai, who had takem her for his
daughter, was come to go in unte the king,
she requieal nothing bu what Hegal the kings
chamberlain, thee keeper of the womwam,appointed.
And Esther obtained favowr in the sightt off all
them thatt lookedl upon har. So Esttter was takem
unte king Ahasverus imto his house mymhl in
the temth month, which is the month Tabeth,
in the seventh year of his raign. And the
kimg lowedl Estiher above all the .womemn, and
she obtained grace and favowr im his sigiit
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-monectthan -alltnthe: virging; so that he sat the
toyel _erown upon her head, and made her
‘queen insteadl of Vashiii. Then the king madie
& geett  femst unw allll ~his priness and his
_servamtts;, even Esttletds femit; and he madie a
‘mtbesee  to the provimess, and gaw. gifys,
according ‘to the statte off the kimg. And whem
the vimgnes were gathered together the second
time, them Mordecal sat in the kimgss gate.
Estther had net yet shewwld her kindied nor
heer - people; as Mdeddeerii. had charged her: for
Estrher - ditd ttee commmahitntect Momtecai, like
@ whem she was nought up with him. fn those
days, while Mondecal sat in the kimgss gatts,
twe of the kingSs chamberlains, Bigthan and
Taxesh), of these whitth kept the dowy, were
wrotth, amd sought to Jay hand om the king
Abasverus. And the thimg was knowm to Mor-
decail, who tolld it unto Estfher the queen: and
Estiher certfiied . the kimg theresff in Momlecai’s
name. And whem inguisilian was madie of the
matter, it was found owt; therstore they were
both hangedi om a tree: and it was wittten in
the book of the chuordebes before the king.
3. Afiter these thimgss ditd king Ahasveras promote
Hamuanthe son of Hammmedadbahthe Agagiite,
and advermnesd him, and set his mtt abeve all
the priness that were with him. And all the
king’s * Servamiits, thatt were in the kings gate,
bowed, and . reveremcedl Haman: fgr the

had so conmmatedecbnceming him. But Mordecai
bowet! neit, nor didl him reverence. Then the
kingss servanits, which were im the kingss
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gate, sal unty Momlecai. Why trams-
gressastt  thom the kingms  conmmedwimiéntNow
it came tp pass, whem they spake dailly unte
him), and he hearkemedi nett unte them, thatt they
tobd Hamam, to see whether Mondlecai’'s matters
would standt: for he had told them thatt he
was a Jwv. And whem Hamsansaw thett Mordecai {
bowedi nett, ner diil him reverence, them was
Haman fulll of wratth. And he thought scomn
to lay hands om Morideaii alome; for they had
shevied! him the people of Mordecai: wherefore
Hamvan sought to destroy all the Jaws that
were throughout the whole kingdom df  Abas-
vemss, even the people of Momdecai. In the
figst month, thatt ks, the month Nbwm, in the
twelfith year of king Abasverus, they cast P,
thett ks, thee lobt, before Hammanfrom day to days,
anc "fiam  month to month, to the twektth
month, that is the month Adar. And Hamdan
satl unte king Ahasverus. There ks a certsiin
peoplle scatteredl abroad and dispenrsed amvovggthe
people in all the proviness of thy kingdew; and !
thair laws are divesee from all people; neitther ‘
keep they the kimgss laws: therefore it & nott
for the kingss pofifit to sufféer them. FE it please
the king, ket it be wuitten that they may be
destroyed: and T willl pay tem thousamd takets
of sileer to the hands of those thett have the
charge of the busivess, tp bring it intto the
kimgss  treasuridss. Amd the kimg took his rimg
fromn hiis hand, and gave it unte Hamanthe som
of Haminadathahthe Agsgite, the jawds enempy.
And the king sail unte Hamam, The sileer is




17 NG

givem to thew, the people akep, to do with them
as it semnwth good to thee. Then were>'the
kimgds scrilees callked om the thinttesnbh day of
the fisst month, and thexe was writtten according
to all thett Hamvan had commmakdednty the
kimgss liewenwmss, and to the: governors thett
were over every provinte;, and to the rulbess off
every people of every province according tp
thee writingg therensf, and to every people alferr
tharr language; im the name of king Ahasvenus
was it wrfteap, and sealed with the kinggss rimyg.
And the lefttess were semt by posts into all the
kimgds  proviiess, to destwsyy, to kill, and to
cause tp penihh, all [Feves, both young and olil,
little chilikeen and womem, in one day, even
upon the thinteenth day of the twelkth month,
which ks the montih Adar, and to take the
spoiil off them for a prey. The copy of the
witimg for a commahomterid be givem in
every province was published unt® all peopls,
thatt they should be ready agaimst theit day.
The posts went outf, being hastened by the
kingds eommmndidensnand the decree was givem
in Shushan the palace. And the king and Hamsan
sit dowm to drinks; but the city Shushem was
perplexed. 4 Whean Mordecai perceived all
thatt was dome, Mordeeai remnt his eclathes, and
put om sackclsth with ashes, and went omt imto
the midst of the ciyy, and crised with a Jowdl
and a biteer cmy. And came even before the
kings- gate; for none might enter inteo -tHee
kimgss gate clothedl with sackduith. And in every
proviiees, whithersoever the kingss conmaraingntent
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and his decree came, thexe was grastt mourning,
amwiy the Jawes, and fasdtiog, and weeping, and
waillngz; and mamy lay in sackclstth and ashes.
So Bsitlertss maids and her chamberains came
and told it her. Then was the queen exce@bmgly
grievedt; and she sent raiment to clettize

and to take away his sackclotth from him:: butt
he received it neit. Then calted Esther for
Hatach, ome of the kingds chamberlains, wiam
he had appointed to attend upon her, and gave
him a eonmahehntetor Modeeai, to know what
i was, and why it was. So Hatach went forth
te Mordecai unto the steeet off the digy, which
was before the kingds gatte. And Mordecai toltd
him: off all thett had happewddunty him, and of
the sum of the momey thett Hammanhad promised
to pay to the kingSs treaswrides for the Jeavss,
to destroy them. Abw he gave him the copy
off the wriigg of the decree thatt was givem at
Shushan to destroy them, to shew it unto
Esther, and to declawe it unte her, amd to
charge her thett she should go in unty the kimg,
to make supplictioon unte him, and tp make
request before him for her peoplte. And Hatach
came and told Esther the words of Monmdecai.
Agaim Estther spake unte Hatiach, and gave him
comrmainatmteninte Mondlecai. All  the  kingsss
servantss, and the people off the kingsSs prowintess,
do know, that whosoever, whether mam or
womren, shelll come unto the kimg imbo the
inmer comtt, who ks net calddd, thexe ks one
law of hits to puwt him to death, except such to
wiom thee ki shaill holttl outt the golden scepties,
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thett he may liee: but I have neit been calbed
tp come in unte the kimg these thityy days.
And they tolld tp Mordecai Estttertss wordks. THen
Mordecai cemmmaradededp answer Eitleer, Thiimik
nett with thysedif thett thow shallt escape in the
kimgss house, more tham all the Jowes. For if
thow altogetiter holdkstt thy peace at thids time,
them sheill theree emlarganeent and deliverance
anfge tp the Jews from another placz; but thowm
and thy fatiteriss house shelll be destroyed, and
who knoweith whether thow att come tp the
kingdiom for suchi a time as this? Tihen Estther
bade them retwrn Mordecal thids answer. Geos
gather together all the Jewes thett axe presemt in
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat
nor dritk theeee days, nightt or day: [ akwp and
my maidens willl fait likewider; and so willl [ go
in unte the king, which &s net according to the
law:: and if T penish, I peitth. S Mordecai went
his way, and didd according to all that Estther
had ehim. 5. Now it came tp pass
omtllw:thmddagy thatt Esttten put om her ropail
appanst], and stood in the inmer cowntt off the
kingis house, over agaimstt the kimgls house: and
the king sat upon his ropl throme in the royall
house, over agaimst the gate of the howse. And
it was sy, whem the king saw Esther the queen
standing in the cowtf, theit she obtaimed favour
im hiis sighit: andthtekmg;hehiomtt@!’atﬂv@r
the golden sceptee thatt was in his hand. Seo
Estther drew neaw, and touched the top of the
sceptiee. Then saitl the kimg unto her. Whett wildt
thou), queen Esthen® and what is thy request?
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it shall be even givem thee to the hallf of the
kingdom. And Estfier answered, Ef it seem good
unte the kimg, kit the king and Hamvan comee
thds day unte the banquet that I have prepaved
for him. Then the kimg saitl, Cause Hammantp
make hastes, thatt he may do as Estfter hath
saitd. Se the king and Hamvan came tp the
banquet thatt Esther had prepared. And the
kimg saitl unte Esther &t the banquet of wime,
What ks thy petiiopn? and it shall be granted
thez: and what is thy request? even tp the
hallt off the kingdom it shalll be performed .Them
answenest Esttleer, and saicl, My petitdon and my
request is: Ff T have found favour in the sighit
off the kimg, and it if please the king to grantt
my petitien, and to perform my requestf, ldt the
king and Hamwan come to the banquet theit
I sheiil prepare for them, and [ will do to
momow as the king hath said. Then went
Hamsan foith thett day josiil and with & ghal
heatt: bwt whem Hammwansaw Mordecai in the
kimgss gats, theit Hee stood net up, nor maweld
for him, be was full of indigmation against
Mondlecai. Nevertheless Hamwanrefraimed himself :
and when he came home, he semt and calked
for hiss friends, and Zeresh his wife. And Hamsan
toltd them of the glomy of his ridless, and the
multitude off higs chnitﬁenn, and alll the thingss
wherein the king had promaeed him, and how
he had advarcesld him above the primess ; and
servants of the king. Hamwan saifl moreoven,
Yess, Estfer the queem dil kit no mam come in
witth the king unte the banquet theit she had
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prepared bm’c myself; and te muyreokvanmdl inwited
ko witth the kimg. Yatt all thids avaibtth
me nmﬂungg, 50 lmg; ass I see Mordecai the JEaw
snttttngg at s gate. Then sail Zeresh
his wirke and atll is frionds unte him, Let a
gallows be made of #ifty cubiits high, and to
monowsireak ‘thon unte ‘the kimg that Mordecai
may be hangedl thereon: them go thou.itn merrily
witth the kimg unte the banquet: And the thmg
pleased ‘Hamam; and he caused the gallows to
be made. 6. On thatt nighit could nett the kirg
slegp, and he conmmaledetw brimg the book @ff
recodts of the cromittdss; and .thay were read
before the kingg. And it was found wnitéan, -thett
Mondecai hadtobdd off Bightana and Tarestl), two
off the kimgss chamberlains, the keepers off the
domy, who sought tho lay hand om the king

MAfesvans. And the kimg saitl, What honour and

dignitty hath been done tp Mordecai for thiss?
Then saitl the kingSs servants that mm@tsred
unte him, There & nothing done for him.

the kimg saittl, Who ks in the:comt?? Now Hamn
was come imtbo the outward coutt of the kingds
house, tp speak unte the llg? to hang Mordecai
om thy gal thett he prepared for him.

‘And the kimgss servants saitl unto him, Behold,
Haman standeth in the cowtt. And the king
saiicl, Lett him come in. So Hamsancameiin. And
the kimg saitl unte him. What shaill -be done
unt the mam wiom the king delightetth to
honour? Now -Hamman thought m his heatt, To
wiomwould the kimg defighht to do honour more

than tp myseli? And Haman answaall the
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king, Por the mam wimomthe king deligitttth to
honour. Lett the rops! apparel be brought which
the king useth tp wear, and the horse thett the
kimg rigkthh upom, and the crown royal which is
s¢t upon hiis head: And kit thds apparel and
horse be delivenel tp the hand of one of the
kimgss most noble printess, thatt they may army
the mam witiell wihom the king deligtetth to
honour, and bring him om horsebadk through
the steztt off the ditfy, and proclaim beforee himn.
Thus shall it be done to the mam witomn the
kimg delightetth to honour. Then the kimg said)
to Hamam, Make haste, and take the apparel
and the homes, as thow hast saitl, and do even
50 tp Mordecai the [rw, thatt siteeth at the
kings gate; kit nothing faiil of all thett thow
hastt spoken. Then took Hamvanthe apparel and
the horee, and arrayed Momdlecai, and brought
him om horsebadk through the steett of the
ctyy, and proclaimed before him. Thus sheill it
be done unto the mam whom the king
deligitetth tp  honour. And Mordecai came
agaim to the kingss gae.  But  Haman
hasted to hiis house mouming, and having
his head covered. And HEmantedl Zeresh hiss
wite and all his friendds every thingg theit had
befalldat himi. Then sait his wise men and Zeresh
his witee unto him. Ff Mordecai be of the seed
of the Jewes, before wiom thow hast begun te
filll, thom shaltt nott prevaiil agaimst him, butt
shaift surally filll beforz him. And whilke they
were yett talkibgg witth bim, came the kingss
chamberlains, and hasted to bringg Hamyan unte
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the banquet theit Esttter had prepared 1. So
the kimg and Haman came tp banquet with
Esthar the queen: And the kimg saitl agaim unte
Esttter om the second day at the banquet of
wiee. What & thy petittoon, queen Esther? and
it shalll be granted them: and what & thy

c‘uest? and it shelll be performed, even tm thea

f of the kingdom. Then Esther the q
ansvieresH and saiirl, B [ have found favewr m thw
svgitxt O king, and if it plesse the king, kit my
lide be givem me at my petittson, and my people
at my request; Forr we awe solil, I and my
peoplte, to be destroyed to be skiin, and to
perissh. Butt £ we had been sold for bartimerand
borbiveorean, I had my tongue, a'thcugh the

enemy couldl nett eounterndil the kingds damage.

Tihen the kimg Abasverus answenesd and saitl
unte Esthar the queen, Who is he, and where
ks he, thatt dumsst presunme in hiis heart to do so?
And Estfher sait], The adversary and emamy &
this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afiaidd
before the kimg and the queen. And the kimg
arisingg from the banquet off wine in his wrath
went imto the palsee garden; and Hamvanstood
up to make request fwr his life to Estiher the
queen; for he saw thett thenee was ewiil detenmimab
agaimstt him by the king. Then the king returmed
outt of the palace garden imtto the place ot
the banquet ¢f wimg; and Haman was
faléan upon the bed wherewn Estier was. Then
saiitl the limg, WL -he fomee the queen akw
befoe me in the house? Ass the word went outt
off the kingSs month, they covered Hamaniss faws.
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‘Apd Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, saiid
before the king, Behold akw, the galiows fifty
euti¢s  high, whiech Hamsan had  made for
Momecaii, who had spoken goed, rber the king,
standeth in the house of Hamam. Then the king
said, Hang him thewean. Se they hanged Hamsan
om the gallovess thaat he had prepared for
Momglecai. Then was the kingss wrath padfidgdd.
8. On thatt day didl the kimg Ahasveres gike the
house of Hammanthe Jawis unte Esther
the queen. And Mordecai came before the king;
for Esttter had tolld what he was unte her. And i
the kimg took offf hiés rimg, which he had taken ,
from Hamam, and gawe it unte Moulecai. And
Extthar set Mordecal over the house off Hamam,
‘And Estiher spake yett agaim before the kimg, and
féll dowm at his fett, and b him  witth o
teass to pwt away the mischiaf Hamzan the
Agagiits, and his device thatt he had devised
agaimstt the Javes. Then the king helil out the
golden sceptre toward Esttieer. Seo Esther arose,
and stood before the kimg. And said, Ff it
please the king, and i I have found favour
m hiss sighht, and the thimg seemn rigtht before
thee kimg, and I be pleasing im his eyss, kit it be
writteen to reveuse the lettbess devised by Hamwan
the som of Hammedudbihthe Agrgite, which he
wrotte tp destroy the Jews which are in all the
kimgss provimees: For how caml Enudire t see
the evil thatt sheill come unte my people? or how
cam [ endure tp see the destructiom of my
kindred? Then the kimg Ahasverus sail unte
Esther the queen and tp Mordecai the JFaw,




.. B

Beholdl, T have given Esthar the house of Hamam,

and hiirm  they have hamgell upon the gallowss,
beeause’ he laiid his hand upen the Javss. Whiee-
ye aideo for. the Jews as it liketh you, in the
kingds name, and seal it with the kingds rimg:
for the writihgg which & wrilteen in the kinggss-
name, .and sealedl witth the kimgds ring may no
mamn revasee. Then were the kimgss serbess callbed
at tHaat time in the thivd menth, that is, the
month Siwm, om the thuee and twentigth day
thexasti; and it was wriiteen according to all thatt
Merdeeai eommrrdrdednte the Jegs, and to the
lewernaess, and the deputies and rubess of the
provincegs which are from Intida unto Etiiopisa,

a0 ‘nundred ‘twenty and seven proviiess, umnto !

every provimee according to the writihog thenasf,
andunhto exveny people afteer theiir language, and
o the Jews according to thetir wnihigg, and
according tp their language: And he wrote in
the king Ahasverus name, and sealed it with the
kimgss rimg, and semt lettbess by posts’ om
horseback, and ridbess om mules, camels, and

young ciiomedaries: Wherein the kimg gramfes
the Jows which were in every eify to gatimer

themseives togettharr, and to stand for their lide,
tp destmyy, tp skyy, and tp cause tp perihh, alll
the power of the people and provimge theit
would assautt them, both little ones and wommn,
and-to-tokee the spoilil off them for a prey. Upon
one day in all the provimess of kimg asverus,
namely, upsm  the thitteenbh day of the twaksh
month, which is the month Adir. The copy
of the writimg for a conmrmalehwerne be given
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in every provintee was published unte all peoplk,
and thatt the Jows shouldd be ready agaimstt thett
day to avenge themselnes em thair enemies. So
the posts that rogde upen mules and eamels
went out!, being hastened and pressed om by
the kilgds eopmmbtiapnbnnd the deeree was
ghem at Shushan the paktec. And Mordecai
went out fromm the presence of the kimg in
ropail apparel of blue and whitks, and with o
grestt erown of golil, and with a garment of
fime liveen and purple; and the city of Shushan
rejoiteetd and was gl The Jews had ligght, and
gladness, and jo, and honewr- And W every
provintes, and im every dify, witherseoevar the
kingss conmrmahaimiennd his decree came, the:
_ Jewss had joy and gladhesss, a feastt and a good
mamy of t peopll@ off the lamil becamre

Jlew for the fear of the Jews fdll upon them,
Now im the twaltth month, that is, the
mmtbn Adkrr. om the thitkesnth day of the same,
when the kings ew and his decree
drew near to be put in executiom, in the day
thatt the enemies of the Jows h@pe@ to have
power over them, (though it was turned to the
contravyy, thatt the Jows had rute over them thait
hated them;)) The Jows gathered themselves
together in their citées throughout all the pro-
vinaes of tee kimg Ahasverus, to lay hand om
such as sought thair hutt: and ne mam coull
withstand them; for the fesr of them fall upon
all peopite. And all the rubess of the provimess,
and the liewanands, and the depuiies, and
offiterss of the kimg, helped the Jews; because
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The reading of the Book of Eisther
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the fear of Mordecai fdll upon them. Rur
Merdeeai was great in the kings howse, and his
fame went out throughout all the provimees; for
thiés mam Mordecai waxed greater and grealier
Thus the Jows smete all thar enemies with the
strsfee  of the sword, and tter, and
destruetibon, and didl what they weuld unte theit
hated them. And in Shushain the palace the
Jens slew and destroyed fiee hundiredf men, And
Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha. And
Pomttzg, and Adiilda, and  Adidatha.  And
Parmashta, and Adsspi, and Avddii, and Vajge-
zathn. The ten soms of Hamvan the som of
Hammedatdich dhe off the Jeawes, slew they;
butt om the spoiil kaidd t not theitr hand. Ony
thett day the numper of these thatt were skim
in Shusham the palace was brought before the
kimg. And the kimg sail unto Esther the queen,
e Jows have skiin and destroyed fike hundred
mem in Shughem the pakacs, and the ten soms
of Hamnivi; what have they done in the rest of
the kings provinces? now what iis thy petitioma?
and it shalll be granted thee: or what i thy
request further? and it shell be dome. Then
sail Estteer, Ef it please the king, lat it be
granted to the Jews which are in Shusham to.dbo
to momow akw according unte this day's decms;,
and ket Hamam's ten songs be ha upon the
gallbwss. And the king eonmmzdedelt so to be
done: and the decree was givem at Shusham;
and they hamgetl Hamariss tem soms. Hoor the
Jens thatt were in Shusiwem gathered themselves
togethar om the fourtsenth day ek of the
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month Adat, and slew thwee hundred men at
Shusham; but om the prey they laidd nott thaify
handl But the other thett where im the
k| provinees gathéred themselves together;,
§ts9al for their liges, and had rest from
tmu enemies, and slew of thair foes seventy and
fir theusand, but they laid net their hands om
tie= prey- On the thitwentth day of the month
Adtar, and the founcomth day of the same
restedl they, and made it a day of feastimg and
gladmess. But the Jows thatt where at Shushan
assenireh together om the thintesnth day  thewoof,
and om the fourteenth theresif; and om the
fitbearth day of the same they rested, and madte
it 8 day of feasting and geladasss. Therefore
the Jowes of the villagss, that dwelt in the
unwalled towms, madie the fourteemth day of
the momth Adar a day of gladness and feastingg,
and 8 gooed day, apd of sending portitrrs one
to anothar. And Mordecai wrote these thms,
and sent. letders upte all the Jaws that were in
dll the provimess of the kimg AWaawwerus, both
nigh and far. To stabiliah this & them, thatt
they should keep the fowrteenth day of the
tmtﬂh Aggnmanddthe: hmh !?h dg mee same,
y e days whereln ¢t restedl
zm thetir enemlemw and the monith which was
turmedl imto them from seprow téo jey, from
mouwrmirgy intto a good day, thatt they should
make -them days of feasting and joy, and of
sending portiomss one tp another, and gifis to
the. poorr. And the Jows underteok to d@ as
they had begun, and as Mordecai had Wikteen
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In reumﬁbimecarf the wondexfful savement,
Purim s celebrated every year as a holitay
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unte them. Beeause Hammanthe som of Hammeé-

datha, the Agrgiee, the epemsy of all the Jowss,
had devised agaimstt the Jews to destroy them,
and had east Pur, that is, the lot, to comsume
them, and to destroy them: But whem Fsiftesr
came before the king, he eonmmedededly letbess
thett hits wieked devitee, whieh he devised againsit
thee Jupss, shouldl retwn upen his ewn head, and
thtt he and hiis soms should be hanged om the
gallowss. Wherefore they calketl these days Purim
aficer the name of Pur. Thewioxe for all the
words of this leteer, and of theat which they had
sesn coneerning this matter, and which had come
unte them. The Jows ordainesl, and took upon
them, and upen their seed, and upen all such
8 joieetl themselves unte them, so as it should
pett fail, that they would kesp these twe days
according te thaitr appointed time every year.
And thatt these days should be remramhbracdind
keptt throughout every generation, every familjy,
every provintes, and every cify; and thett these
days of Purim should nett fill from amromy the
Jawss, nor the memniadl off them perish from theiir
seed. Then Estiher the queen the daughter off
Adtibiil, and Mordecai the Jew, wrete witth all
autharityy, to confimm thiss second letteer off Puniim.
And he semt the latbers upte all the Jews, to
the hundred twenty and seven provimess of the
kingdom of Ahasverus, witth words of peace and
tuthh. T confinm these days of Purim in  theiir
times appointed, according as Mordeecai the Jaw
and Estfher the queen had enjoinwil them, and
as they had decreed fur themselves and for
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thaiir seed, the matters of  the fastings and
thetir cny- And the decree off Esthwr confirmed
these matters of Parim; and it was wuitten in
the beok- 10 And the king Ahasverus Liid
2 trilwde upon the Jamtl, and upen the istes &)
thee sea. And all the acks off his power and of
hss might, and the declaratim of the greatness
of Mongieeai, wheieue the king advenrast him
are they nett writesn fin the bo@k off the chr@mtdkg
of the kings of Media and Pewiiz® For Mordecai
the Jew was next unte kmg; Ahasvérus, and
aceepted of the multitwte his  bretinam,
seelking the wealth of his pe@pﬂ@, and Speaking
geace to all his seed.
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HAfeer reading the Book of Estihen say :—

Blessed att thou), © Lewil our God),
Kt of the universee, whe dextt plead! ourr
cawse;, judtge owr suit and avenge owr
wreng, whe renderest retridutionn to alll
thatt hate our sowl, and om owr behalff
dealatt owt punighneait to our adver-
samess. Blessed ant theu), © Lergl, who om
behallt off thy people kveatl deallstt out
punishratit to all theitr advensariess, ©
Godl, the Savisusr.

The iy of Jpeold rejoicedd and was )

glagl whem Morsleeai was seen im the
temple. Thou hastt ever been kvaakd’s sil-
vatiom, and thetir hope im every genera~
tiom, t© make knowun thatt all who hope
in thee shalll nett be agrranvel, neittherr
shalll any be confoundietl who putt thetir
trugst in thee. Accursed be Hamaanwho
sought to destroy me; blessed be Mar-
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(After the reading?)
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decaii the Jowy: accursed be Zeresh, the
witke off him thatt teerifidded me; blessed be
Estther my pusteettesss, and may Hare-
bonah ake be remerhbeckdsr goodl.
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