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who are willing to be known as freaks in con
DO CHRISTIANS HAVE TO BE FREAKS? €pst to thetraight society which is not freak
The other day a large metropolitannews ish, but which seems to be headed straight to
paper carried a Story about a g|r| who had won destructionBut freaks™ust the followers of
a very prestigious scholarship and who was, to Jesus be freaks? _ ,
everyone'surprise,a Jesus freak. It was ap A freak, after all, is generally unhappy him
parently newsworthy that a young person who Self and he shocks others. | don't know about
was not without intellectual endowments would YOU, but | associate this word with circuses and

openlydeclare that she wasfalo\\'cr of the side shows.guess that freaks are generally as
Lord jesus ChristAnd | am sure that many sociated with side shows, aren't they? The

who read the story were surprised to discover beardedlady, for exgnge, and other people

that such a personexisted.For Jesus freaks, who aaken 5i%cunosltybut who,in terms
apparently, are not supposed to be able to win of their deformityand their strangenesare
scholarships. more deviant than anything else.

And today the idea of freak has become in
timately @ociated with the drug culture. One
of the mam authorities on the Jesus movement
among young people has said that the idea of
Jesus freaks was a direct carry over from the
?rug culture. Whereas young people who were
mto speed became speed freaks, spaced out on
drugs, those who substitutedesus for speed
becamejesus freaks.Okay. It's not hard to

There is enough evidencearound, though,

that suggests that it is precisely the young who
have the intelligence to recognize the supremely
fascinating importance of Jesus Christ, and who
at the same time are able to master some of the
toolsneededto make goodacademic records. 4
And | know that many were encouraged as |
was that the young person who made headlines

in termsof her scholarshipwas forthrightin ®  undestand how this could happen.But the

her witness to Jesus as \Belt. all this raises : ; . :

: 2 . uestion still rengarkre we doing ourselves a
an interesting question. She stated that she WaSIgavor when we thmk about Chris?:ianitythis
a Jesus freak. And it is worthwhile asking v

=g ay’?
whether it is necessary for the followers gf Jesu |%/ is egecially useful to talk about this right

to be freaks. Is this really necessary? | would now, | thmk, when many people are thinking
like tohave achance to talk with her about about Pentecost. In fact, this program is being
this, because | wonder if she really means Whatheard@roughout the world mostly on Sunday,
shesays when she says she is ajJesus freak.  gnq this Sunddy Pentecost. The Jesus move

I am well aware that those who follow Jesus ment and ®jesus freak idea have been fed to
have been willing in some instances to be identi  a geat egent by ideasthat supposedihave
fied this way ... as freaks. But | cannot help  their root m the Pentecostal experignesic®
wondgrmg if thls_ kind of termlnok)ggfcuz_ally Lyra, Jr., writing on the Jesus movemkas$
fostering certain ideas about what Christiem said, "From the very start, Jesus Freaks ha®e re
and should be that is not really accurate. Again,  ceived leadership franany Pentecostal evan

| want to emphasize that | raise this question gelists and ministers ." And he has added
while | have profound appreciation for those G



that the well-known Pentecostal phenomenon of
speakingwith tongueshas been a mark of the
Jesus Freaks in many cases. Hesays,"of all
charismatic gifts the one most prominent
among the Jesus Freaks is glo¥sola 18. In-. .
deed, the Jesus freak movem@nt been ly
influenced by certain eventswhich Chn S
commemorateright now, the greg Chnstiag
holiday called Pentecost. The question, then, 1s
this: When Pentecost hit the followers of Jesus
with all of its mighty power, did it produce
freaks or didn't it?

Well let's recreate an actuality of what really
happeded on Pentecost. We will use our radios
to tune in on an eyewitnessaccount of what
happened then. 4 x x

There is a lot of excitement here in Jerusalem
this morning.l am standing outside one of the
buildings here in the citgnd about an hour
ago there was a tremenga@pnd that s@ne? L
to be coming from this ylcmlty! h; city 1s
filled right now with all" kmds of plignms who
come from all over the world to worship Godg
here at this holy season,and many of them
have come togetherhere. You can hear the
sound of the crowd around me.

Evidently what happened was thsome of
the disciplesof Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified a little more than a month ago, were
met in one of the rooms of this building, pray
ing. Suddenly there was a tremendous sound
evidently the same sound we heard-and
strange things started to happen in that room.
This is all very weird because there have been
somerumors around during the last week that
Jesus of Nazareth rose fromthe dead That's
incredible, isn't it? Some have evesaid that
they saw Him rise bodily into heaven. Anyway,
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| talked to one of the followers of Jesus a few
moments ago and he told me how the room was
filled with dancing flame-like appearances,
which settled on the heads of the p&bele
rushed out into the streetand by that time
some of thepilgrims were beginning to gather
outside,curious because ofhe big noiseAnd
the amazing thing is that the disciples of Jesus
began to speak about the great things of God
in the languages of the people who were stand
ing around.

Well, you can imagine the excitementthis
caused.You know, these pilgrims all under
stand Hebrew and they are accustomed to hear
ing about religious mattersin Hebrew. But
you know how it is-some of them have been
born and raised inParthia and Mesopotamia,
and many other places, and they are accustomed
to the dialectsthat are spokenin the streets.
It really shakes you up to hear these great sub
jects discussedn your native language.Once
word got around that this was happening, peo
ple came from everywhereThere are about
4,000 here righnow. Most of them are trying
to listen to the disciplesof Jesus. You ought
to see this. Not only the men are speaking about
God in other languages,but the women are,
and even some of the children. There are some
people who are beginning to say that the whole
business here is a hoax and the disciples of Jesus
are drunken.

| just noticedthat Peter, afisherman from
Galilee who evidently has a position of leader
ship among the disciples of Jesus, is beginning
to speak. Let's try to get what he is saying.
We'll move ina bit closerand I'll try to tell
you what he is talking about.

Peter is. beginninghis speechhere with a
reference to the prophet Joel of the Old Testa-
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ment. This is a very fascinating prophecy andsins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
it is striking that Peter refers to it. Joel talkedbpirit." Listen, he's continuing. "For the prom
about a day that was coming when God wouldse is to you and to your children and to all
pour out His Spirit upon all people, young and that are far off, every one whom tl:: Lord our
old, slaves and freemen, men and women, an@od calls to him. Save yourselffrom this

they would all become prophets. This is what crooked generation."

is happening right now, Peter is saying. Well, that'swhat happenedon Pentecost.
Now he is talking about Jesus of Nazareth, And before we leave this, let me just read the
you knowthe onewho was crucifiedligtle closing sentences of Acts 2, which describe what

over a month ago. And Peter is claiming thathappened after Peter's speech. And then we will
Jesus was raised from the dead by God. Now he return to the question we raised. Is there any
is talking about David the king and he is apply thing in the Pentecost event that suggests that

ing one of the propheciesrom Psalm 16- Jesus people should be freaks?
David wrote that-to Jesus.Imagine!]esus "So those who received his word were bap
was executedBut Peteris keepingright on tized,and therewere addedthat day about
talking about Jesus. Listen tolnkiedible! three thousand souls. And they devoted them
Let me tell what he saidight there:!"This selves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
Jesus God raised upand of that we all are to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right "And fear came -upon every soul; and many
hand of God, and havingreceivedrom the wondersand S'Hn s were done throughthe

who believed were together

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, heﬁhlas apostles. And
pouredout that which you seeand hear." and had all things in common; and they sold
Imagine! He is saying that the Jesus who wastheir possessions and goods and distributed them
crucified is alive, and He has poured out the to all, as any had need. And day by day, attend
Holy Spirit. This is fantastic. |think the people ing the temple together and breaking bread in
would stone himt the evidence of the Holy their homes, they partook of food with glad and

Spirit's power is too great for that. generous hearts, praising God and having favor
Oh. . . ! Do you know what he just said? He with all the people. Anthe Lord added to

said that God has made Jesus Lord and Christ. their number day by day those who were being

The one you crucified. saved." (vv. 41-47)

Well, this is almost too much. They are be€ Now, really, is there anything in this Pente
ginning to shout. | can hear one call come overcostal event that suggests that Christian people
the otherdany of them are joining in, in a should be freaks? What was Pentecost, really?
rather frantic cry. They are asking, "Brethren, It was a very powerful event, indeed. The as
what shall we do?" This is a surprise. They are cended Jesus of Nazareth sent His Holy Spirit
calling Peter a brother, even after what he justintothe lives of His followers. There is no ques
said to them-listen to what he is saying: "Re  tion about that. But was the result people who
pent, and be baptized every one of you in theere, so to speak, "spaced out" on the Spirit?
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your Were those who were filled with the Spirit, all
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@ngue-speakingxuberant people who could,
m a sense, be called freaks? No.

Let's look at the matter of speakingin
longues, fokample. This is a complicated sub
Ject. But notice a couple of things. A very small
pgcentage of the Christians on Pentecost spoke
with t@ggues.Only the original followers of

Jesus did. And we do not read that the three
thougpd w€p were added to the church that:
day did. It 1s also important to notice that the

tongue speaking that did occur was not excited
@static spetng, which much tongue speaking
1s today, but 1t was a .language miesjeed

for communicationThose who spoke, spoke
@tionally, caref@, and about a specific sub
Ject. They spoke m order to communicate the
facts of God to tlpeople o were present.

The tongue speaking that 1s often associated
wit@ Jesus freaksis generallyecstaticexcited
praise more than anythingelse.One of the
reasqsithey are called freaks is that they em
gage m such unintelligible speech. Now, wheth
er or not such speechis desirableis not the
questlOn. | only wish to point out that that king
of speech was not present on Pentecost.

In fact, the great emphasis dtentecosts
upon 2mething that is not freakish abul
sol;lethriigat is full meaningful and stre@gth
enmg. The emphasists on communication.
Those who spokedther languages, communi
cated. nd the mam addresswhich was de
liveredm the broadly accepted languagee of
streetim Jerusalem,communicateda specific
megage. In otheworgs, Pentecost was a great
holiday that consisted m the restoration of real
communicatiorbetweenman and God. And
that's what makes it so important.

Another thing that happenedon Pentecost
was that people were brought into proper rela-
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tionship with the Lord Jesus Christ. The people
who were gatheredaround the apostlePeter

were Christ rejectors. Some of them were
present when Christ was on trial and some of
them had said, "Crucify Him." After Peter
conduded his speedms we heard, thewere
stunned and theasked what theshould do.

And Petersaid, "Repent, and be baptized in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ." And they
did that.The people who had killed Jesus re
ceivedHis mark on their forehead.They re
ceivedthe s, of His. bloodon theirbodies.

They were saved. They received the Holy Spirit.
There is nothing freakish about repenting of
your sin, believing in Jesus as your Savior, and

having His Holy Spirit in your heart. That's
the beginning of lifeo you know who Jesus
is? He is the one who created everytHang.
died on Calvary's crossthat creation could
be redeemedie paid forhuman sin so that
those who believe in Him would not have to be
punished everlastindigr their sins, but they
would have eternallife. And so repenting of
one's sin, and turning to Jesus is the beginning
of real life. Jesus is the source of life and hap
piness. When you know Him, that is the begin
ning of a life experience that is glorious

So you see,God found man on Pentecost.
He cameout to meethim in the miraculous
speech of the followers of Jesus. And men found
Jesus on Pentecost, as they turned in repentance
and claimed Him as their Messiah and Savior.
And men found each other. For the Bible con
tinues and tells of the way the first Pentecostal
Christiars gathered together in fellowship
around the teaching of the apostles, and in so
doing they found a fellowship that was abso
lutely breathtakin@art of the Pentecost mir
acle, indeed,one ofthe most remarkabdde-
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ments of the events that occurred then, was the
fact théthe people saw one another as bein-o
one in the Spirit and one in Christ. They recog®
nized that the greatest thing about each of them
was the. fact that all possessed the Spirit of the
Living God and they were followersof the

Savior. And sdhey cared for one another.

We cannot imagine what it must have been
like, for we are too encrustedwith our own
selfishness and too busy building our own em
-pires.But the Bible says: "All who believed
were together and had all things in common;
and they sold their possessions and goods an

\1-as smart enough to get a scholarship. But for
the sake of the great message of the Bible, let's
all understand that this is g i@ of speech.
The followersof Jesus are not really freaks.
They are not side show deviates. They are not
Christian counterparts of those who are spaced
out on speed and other drugs. They are freaks
only when they are compared to the rest of the
\1-orld \1-hich is perishing. They depart from that
norm. But what an ugly norm it is.

Look \1-hatnormal peopleare doing today.
d Some Kkill their unborn children and have little

distributed them to all, as any had need.” There  réspect for life. Many of them love pornography.

you have a picture of human fellowshipre They are into drugs. Their familiesare a

stored. And that's part of the good news of theShamblesThey are selfish,neurotic, hateful,

gospel.lt not only brings people to God and enslaved to all kinds of things that are ruinous.

to Chnst the Savior, but it brings people to In a world in which the norm has become in

gether agam. sanity and madness, those who follow the Lord
No, there isnothing freakishabout any of Jesus Christ appear to be freaks.

this. Real Christianity, the Christianity that isk Bubitheyarcwenot ieallyiredks wihe ipower of

founded in the reality of that which happenéd the Holy Spirit, given to the church on Pente

on Pentecost, does not turn people into freaks. COst, takes people who are by nature abnormal,

Those who repent of their sins and turn tothe Misshapenproken,and corrupted,and it re

Lord Jesus Christ and who have the Spirit of  Stores them so that they become the new crea

Jesus  in their hearts are whole men who are re tion of God. Those who follow Jesus and who

stored to newness of life. They are people who have His Spirit are the new creationof the

have "put off the old nature with its practices Lord. .

and they have put on the new nahicé is | just wanted to talk with you aboutlib#® .

2eing reneed in knowl€dge after the' image of cause | thought you might have gotten th;im

its creatot (Colossians 3:9, 10) Once you be pression somewhere that Christianity is-a rather
come part of Jesus' great salvatiah is the weird religion.And Pentecostis a good time
beginning of normalcy. Thethe beginning of to talk about this, because there are some who
wholeness. feel that Pentecostwas an eventthat gave

Oh, | can understand why there atese people an experience that is sqnlikéhitiat
who speak of themsalas Jesus freaks these which a person gets while on dNms. you
days, and admire greatly the girl we talked know that thas not true. Pentecost was a time
about at the beginningof this programwho when men were put back together. People who
wantedto beknown as one, evémough she had been separated from God by their rebellion

10 were summoned believe on Jesus and to be
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saved. And they did that. Three thousand did,
that day. And life began for them, life that was
whole and complete, sane and beautiful. It was
the new life in the Spirit that Jessi$ligive
children.

How about you? Are you part of the world
of those who think that they are the cool and
normal people, but they won't have anything to
do with Jesus? Are you out there with them? If
you have not confessed your sins and turned to
Jesus, that is not normalcy you're experiencing.
Not atall. Believeon thelLord Jesus Christ.
Confessyour own sinsand repent.Turn to
Christ, and receive His Holy Spirit and become
part of His new creation.Pentecostells us
about this great possibility.

The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Back to God Hour, which is broadcast every Sunday in
co-operationwith the ChristianReformed Churchesf

America, in Queensland,New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmaniaand WesternAustralia, and by shortwave
throughoutthe world.

P.O. BOX 47 P.O. BOX 14084
Panmure
GEELONG, VIC. 3220. AUCKLAND, N.Z.
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