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A NATION-WIDE SURVEY OF THE AUSTRALIAN CHURCH

READ ALL ABOUT IT!

The Anglican is privileged to reproduce, on this and the
following pages, the eomplelle text of a unique kind of survey of
the Church of England in ALiistralia.

The Report of this Suirvey is to be published iil booklet
forin. It will be on sale with[in a fortnight. The size of «l.e pages
of the booklet wall be 5a iiiches by 7£ inches. The actual type
metal used in this edition of The Anglican is idemdeal with
that to be used to print the booklet, hence this unusuail format

The words and Tables contained in the Report speak for
thernselves. They will repay close and careful study.

The conclusions in the* Report, and the conclusions that
foil@w from it, are of the utitiost significance for the Church and
for every individual Anglic.an. They merit the widest possible
publicity and discussion.

The Churches of the South Pacific need urgent and large-scale help.

This was the situation that confronted the Australian Board of Missions at
its meeting on May 2, 1963. Within three months the Toronto Congress was to
reveal that other regions of the Anglican Communion were in similar need.

In preparation for as prompt and adequate a response as possible to these
needs the Board at its meeting on May 2 resolved as follows:

“(i) The Australian Board of Missions asks the Standing Committee of
General Synod to take note of this impending demand for new vigour
in missionary programmes and consider appropriate action which might
be initiated by the Standing Committee of General Synod;

(ii) Agrees to engage the Sydney Diocesan Department of Promotion to
conduct a survey of the whole Australian Anglican Church to discover
the potential support for the South Pacific Churches, the Churches of
Africa and India, and the other missionary areas of the Anglican
gw?umonl and to discover the appropriate part for A.B.mT and

ay.

(iii) Informs the Church Missionary Society of Australia of these views and
undertakings, inviting them to work! together with us in the furtherance
of these matters;

(iv) And respemfuuy asks the Primate to consider what ulhev steps he might

in the service of the Australian Chur

The Standmg Commmee of General Synod met the followmg day The State-
ment from the A.B.M. was received and the following resolution passed:

“This Standing Committee commends the proposed survey of the Church of

England in Australia being undertaken by the Australian Board of Missions

through the Sydney Department of Promotion and awaits with_interest

fur}(her proposals for challenging the Australian Church in its missionary
task.”

The Director of the Department of Promotion, Mr J. H. Keavney, and his
staff set to work immediately on the three tasks in the survey:

1. To discover the total number of active practising Anglican families in

the Church of England in Australia.

To discover how to raise the maximum funds for overseas missions.

. To find an acceptable ?Ian to bring the challenge of overseas missions
to the Church of England in Australia.

They immediately proceeded to interview almost all Diocesan Bishops through-
out the Commonwealth. From these Bishops they obtained not only their reactions
but also lists of key clergy and laymen to interview throughout their Dioceses.
They also arranged for the Bishops to send out questionnaire forms to all their
clergy to obtain the desired statistical information. Their task was greatly facili-
tated because of the Primate’s letter to all Diocesan Bishops asking for their
co-operation and putting the commendations by Standing Committee before them.

The Survey Report is arranged in relation to the three tasks undertaken.

@

1. NUMBER OF ANGLICANS

“TO DISCOVER THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ACTIVE
PRACTISING ANGLICAN FAMILIES IN THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND IN AUSTRALIA."

The Survey gives the following results:

Projeeted for 3 Dioceses (66 parishees), 14092
Projected total "giving” families, 310772

“Giving Family” — A Caution.

The definition of what constitutes a giving family would vary from Diocese
to Diocese and parish to parish, as will be seen in comparison of figures from
various Dioceses in the Table. Nevertheless, allowing for inaccuracies either way,
the total figure is significant and gives a clearer picture of the total number of
giving families in the Church than has been previously available.

Misuse of the Survey Report will result if a wrong meaning is given to
“giving family”. The surveyors had to accept the figure given by each Diocese, but
in some places, it was used to mean “an income earning unit” even though there
might be only one of the “income earners” giving to the Church. Sometimes only
one person in the income-earning-unit is a churchgoer supporting the Church. I
fact, this very often appears likely to be the case.

It must also be realised that many “giving families” have only one “income-
earner” even though several members of that family may be “givers” to the
Church,

1t will not be too cautious to conclude that the number of “giving families
shown by the survey, 310,000, is the number of “givers” on whom the Church can
normally count. It is also not much below the number of “Church-going” Angli-
cans if we allow an extra figure for children under earning age.

(The Commonwealth census figure for Anglicans in Australia is a little over
4,000,000. Of these, 1,200,000 are under 15 years of age. A similar proportion
of children for 310,000 “givers” would be 96,000

For all practical purposes the source of Anglican finance in Australia is the
total 310,000 “giving families” revealed by this survey of diocesan  records.

It will be seen that statistics for the above Table were available from all
three Dioceses—Grafton, Kalgoorlie and Riverina. It was not possible to contact
Kalgoorlie, and Grafton was behind schedule owing to the decease of the Regis-
trar. The Bishop of Riverina sent out the questionnaires, but the results did not
come to hand.

The grand total of families, excluding these three Dioceses, is 296,680, To
arrive at a figure for the Dioceses of Grafton, Kalgoorlie and Riverina the aver-
age number of giving families per parish in the other Dioceses has been taken
(but omitting Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane because of their size).
This averages 216.8 families per parish, which has been multiplied by the 65
parishes in the three Dioceses for which there are no specific statistics, resulting
in a total of 14,002 families. Addition of this to the grand total of 296,680 gives
the figure of 310,772,

The grand total of families would not vary greatly if an even higher sampling
than 635 per cent, of the parishes were taken. The digits that make up the total
figure were obtained in some cases from incomplete or unreliable parish records.

(Conlin
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(Continued from Page 7)

“TO DISCOVER HOW TO RAISE THE MAXIMUM
FUNDS FOR OVERSEAS MISSIONS.”
A. Attitudes to Mission-Giving

To discover how to raise the maximum funds for overseas missions the
attitude of people and parish councils was surveyed

The questions put by the surveyors were:

1 What do you think is the attitude of your congregation to Overseas
Missions?

2. What is the atitude of your vestry/parish council to Overseas Missions?

The answers to these and other survey questions were given in the speaker’s
own language and were then assessed by the surveyors under the headings: Ex-
cellent. Good. Fair or Poor. (This is standard survey procedure and relies on the
training, experience and impartiality of the surveyor.)

Atitudes of 243 per cent. of the congregations were assessed s Excellent
to Good; 75.7 per cent, were Fair to P

Attitudes of 33.6 per cent, of parlsh councils were assessed as Excellent to
Good; 66.4 per cent, were Fair to Poor.

The whole body of answers received and classified is summarised in this
table:

TABLE

CONGREGATION PARISH COUNCIL

B.  How Well-informed are Parishes?
(i) Congregations.

The Survey asked the question:

- How well informed do you think your congregation is about the Missionary
needs of

(a) The South Pacific and New Guinea?
(b) India, Asia and Africa?
Informedness on the missionary needs of the South Pacific and New Guinea

was assessed as Excellent to Good for 153 per cent, of congregations; 84.7 per
cent. Fair to Poor.

Informedness on the missionary needs of India, Africa and Asia of 123 per
cent, of congregations was Excellent to Good; 87.7 per cent. Fair to Poor.

ol The whole body of answers received and classified is summarised in this
table:

TABLE
Congregation Informedness

(ii) Parish Councils
The Survey asked the question:

“How well informed do you think your parish councilivestry is about the
Missionary needs of:

(2) The South Pacific and New Guinea?

(b) India, Asia and Africa?

Informedness on South Pacific and New Guinea of 16.8 per cent, of parish
councils was Excellent to Good; 832 per cent. Fair to Poor.

Informedness on India, Africa and Asia of 12.9 per cent, of parish councils
was Excellent to Good; 87.1 per cent. Fair to Poor.

The whole body of answers received and classified is summarised in this
table:
TABLE

Parish Council Informedness.

C.  Probable Response to an Appeal
The Survey asked the question

“How do you think your congregation would respond to a special appeal
for:
(2) South Pacific and New Guinea?
(b) Asia. Africa and India?
Probable response to an appeal for the South Pacific and New Guinea was

assessed as Excellent to Good from 30.4 per cent, of the congregations; 69.6 per
cent. Fair to Poor.

Probable response to an appeal for India. Asia and Africa was assessed as
Excellent to Good from 23.1 per cent, of the congregations; 76.9 per cent. Fair

The whole body of answers received and classified is summarised in  this
able:

TABLE
Probable Response to an Appeal

(Contined on Page 9)
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(Continued from Page &)

D. Likely Co-operation in a Plan.

The Survey asked the questions:
“Do you think your parish council/vestry would co-operate in an appeal on
these lines?”
inesao you ik your parishioners would co-operate in an appeal on these
ines?”
Before the ?uesuons were put to the interviewee, the surveyor gave him a
a brief outline of the fund-raising plan suggested
This would be an approach to Anglican families through their Diocesan
Bishop, Diocesan Council, parish clergy and parish councils. Face to face presen-
tation of the story by parish workers who have Ieamed the need would be lhe
method and this would' require an
clear and simple objective for each family and parlsh would be worked out in lhe
light of the survey.
The degree of co-operation implied on the part of 41.7 per cent, of the con-
gregations was assessed as Excellent to Good; 58.3 per cent. Fair to Poor.
The degree of co-operation implied on the part of 38.7 per cent, of the parish
councils was assessed as Excellent to Good; 61.3 per cent. Fair to Poor.
ol The whole body of answers received and classified is summarised in this
table:

TABLE
Extent of Co-operation Implied

E.  Attitude to “Single Cash-Gift”

One of the survey questions tried to discover how the mind of opinion blows
on an old question—giving a fixed sum in one gift or over several payments. The
question was:

“Would your congregation respond best to a single cash gift” appeal or some
other form of appeal?”

5 per cent, said that a single cash gift would be preferred; 47.5 per cent,
preferred some other method such as pledges, boxes, etc., or expressed no par-
ticular preference.

The whole body of answers received and classified is summarised in this
table

TABLE
One Gift or Many?

NEWCASTLE
WANGARATTA

Footnote to Answers Tabled.

The survey booklets generally reveal greater pessimism in the answers given
by laymen than by clergy and the great majority of interviewees were clergy.

It will be noted that four Tables are based on 202 survey Work books
although 219 is shown as the total. We decided to ignore Riverina as one inter-
view was not sufficient from which to work out a sample percentage for that
Diocese. As regards Bathurst Diocese, 16 survey work books were filled in under
the direction of the surveyor as arranged by the Bishop but these booklets were
not returned in time. No interviews have been carried out in North Queensland,
owing to the surveyor having to return from Townsville in an emergency.

these additional sources of information are available they should not
substantially alter the overall situation revealed by the above Tables.

UMMARY OF ANGLICAN OUTLOOK ON MISSIONS

The Tables indicate the climate into which any appeal for overseas missions
would have to be projected. Correct assessment of the situation is even more
than usually important. This is because the amount required to be raised is of
such huge proportions. It therefore becomes necessary to take a second look at
some of the percentages and the main ones to note are:

75.7% congregations are assessed as Fair to Poor in their attitude towards
missions.

66.5% parish councils, ditto.

84.7% are ill-informed about the South Pacific and New Guinea fields.

83.2% parish councils, ditto.

87.7% congregations are ill-informed about India, Africa and Asia fields.

87.1% parish councils, ditto.

The major role in changing this situation lies with the Bishops and clergy.
The Survey did not attempt to assess the attitudes and informedness of Bishops
and clergy. It is apparent from the records of A.B.M. over the years that a
change of Bishop or Rector is often followed by a marked fluctuation in support
of missions, elther upward or downward.

What the Report points to is the weight of the task now facing Bishops and
clergy if Suppon for missions with understanding and money is to become more
worthy of a living Church.

3. TO FIND AN ACCEPTABLE PLAN TO BRING THE
CHALLENGE HOME
The Survey set out to discover not only the climate but how to change it if

it was unfavourable. Many ideas were put forward as partial solutions, but the
most frequent were as follows:

Convince the clergy

Convince General Synod and Diocesan Synods

New role for deput

More effective publlcny

Closer personal link with mission fields

Answer commonly held contention *

Educate parish councils in budgeting

Greater emphasis on vocation

Give Rectors readable material for parish papers

Improve Missionary Societies’ publications

Better co-ordination between Missionary Societies

Economic management by Missionary Societies

Start at Theulugical Colleges

Presentation by nel

Include children so lﬁal next generation will be better informed

Re-establish local missionary secretaries.

These recurrent answers, taken in conjunction with the above tables, indicate

an overwhelming conviction that success depends on our re-thinking almost every

issions have failed”

aspect of our missionary-education processes. Our Church in Australia is not alone
in this, as evidenced bi the words of Bishop Bayne at Toronto “We need o re-
think the whole meaning of Mission. The cast of this i the abandonment of old
ways of thinking and old comforts and old priorities is going to be very, very

gteaAll this underlines the point that throughout the survey a strong tide of con-
viction was exposed that no large scale missionary appeal could succeed wahoal
first an all-embracing, skilfully “presented educational campaign to the Church,
carried on over a considerable period of time.
any expressed the view that no mere fund raising method or technique, no
how skilful or novel, could achieve the desired result, but that the only
r a nation-wide mission to the Church. This educational mission
big and comprehensive; must say something new; must tackle the whole
fthe Churches attitude toward Mission as such, not just overseas mis-
at the very top from the Primate and Bishops; and must not be
d formula of implementation but should consider the differences
In Dioceses, both as to method and timing.

COINCIDENCE AT TORONTO
Several Diocesan Bishops said it would be wise to wait and see what Toronto
had to say before any decisions are made as to a course of action. It is therefore
interesting to note how closely the demands of the survey coincide with i
proposals of the significant document *Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence
in the Body of Cbrisf, which summed up Ihc insight hopes and determinations
of [he Primates and Meiropoiitans and their Advisers, just prior to the Congress.
This document proposes a six point programme to ‘every Church of the
Anglican Communion without exception.” Two of these six points v
"Thal every Church begin at once a radical study of its i

o “Thal “GVery Church seek 10 test and evaluate every activity in its life
llhe test of Mission and of service to others in our following after

The Blshops were not the only ones who placed importance upon Toronto as
a major factor in determining the questions the survey sought to answer. Our sur-
veyors discovered expectancy on the part of many clergy and laity that Toronto
would have something significant to say which would lead to re-appraisal of the
Anglican Communion’s Missionary task. It is therefore competent for this survey
report to include the further reference to things said and done at Toronto, because
they bear so closely on the question now under consideration, “how to raise the
maximum funds for overseas missions.

Speaking in support of the ol Responsibility” document the Archbishop
of Canterbury said, “What effect is to come from it? A process ... a process
involving a great many things, a process going on through many years, but a
process that must begin here and now ... The most important thing that must
happen as an outcome of this document and its spirit is this: that within the
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interior life of each one of our Anglican Churches there most grow patiently (it
won't happen all at once), but grow urgently a dilierent way of setting about its
own course of action about its own resources . . . Each of one Churches must look
OUT in its priority planning and look INTO its own conscience.”

Notwithstanding some controversial aspects of the “Mutual Responsibility”
document, it is evident that it does provide two vital things expressed to our sur-
veyors as necessary to a change in the missionary climate in our Church in
Adstralia. These are:

1 A starting point or rallying point, to take advantage of the natural
expectancy of the average Churchman as he awaits the impact of
Toronto to reach him at his local parish.

2. Something new to say which will demand attention.

Another parallel is apparent between the world-wide situation as revealed by
the Toronto document and the current problem facing A.B.M. This is the need for
an immediate commitment to increased financial support over existing budgets to
meet the cost of projects already prepared and which cannot afford to wait for
long range studies and planning.

NEED FOR EDUCATION

The question is — can an appeal for the South Pacific succeed to the required
dimensions without the full scale all-embracing teaching mission to the Church in
Australia preceding it? The results of this survey would indicate a very definite
negative answer to that question,

The Toronto document also says, in referring to the need for £5 million in
the next five years, that it “should not be understood as a once in a lifetime
appeal”. It is no more than a first step forward without reference to the long-
range needs. A strong, sustained and expanding pattern of giving is required?’
The same is true, of course, of the Church in Australia in its mutual responsiblity
with the Churches in the South Pacific.

ven if an immediate appeal could_achieve reasonable success without the
teaching campaign, would this timing militate against the longer range interests?
Would ‘it “harden the arteries” of the Church's giving habits and thus prevent
ultimate attainment of the “strong, sustained and expanding pattern of giving”
required to meet the rapidly developing and spiralling problems of the future?
This is a more difficult question to which the Survey data gives no answer, but it
does emphasise the need for absolute certainty before any irrevocable step is taken.

On the brighter side, it should not be overlooked that 30.4% congregations
were assessed as likely to respond well to an appeal for the South Pacific: 23%
for India, Asia and Africa. This does represent a good starting point for national
missionary education. It i sgnifcant, (oo, that these percentages rose (0 41.7%
in answer to the question whether the congregations would co-operate in an
appeal alcng the lines proposed.

If this is the current situation without the educational campaign, it can be
confidenty predicted that the upward curve wil steepen sharply with wide scale
teaching.

. OUR SITUATION
What then, is the a to the major question of this survey — “How can
t be raised for overseas missions?” Analysis of all survey
*strong stream of Australia-wide thought to be:

The present appalling state of apathy and uninformedness is not an
invincible tide of history; but that the Church <
its introspective pre-occupation with se?f-p
sufficiently confronted with its i
This confrontation must, in the fi
ter; must emanate from the top echelon of the Church from the Primate
and Bishops; must capture the complete conviction of the clergy as a
major factor; and from there must radiate outwards to the laity and
into every section of Church li
This vast educational programme must start as soon as possible, not
only because of the urgent needs in the South Pacific, India, Africa
and Asia, but because Toronto constitutes a starting point which may
not come again for years. It also gives a fuller concept of mission than
was heretofore the understanding of most Churchmen: this concept can
be now projected into a more than usually attentive climate because of
the curiosity of thousands of Anglicans about what Toronto had to say.

It has been said several times that the Toronto document poses the present
position and the challenge well, but does not answer HOW the huge task can be
tackled. To those who have raised this query, it has been simple to point out that
the document itself says that “it is for each Church to determine its own need to
share in the life of other Churches and to determine HOW best to join in a
common commitment”.

That the HOW for our home Church is the nation-wide mission as suggested
in this report is the conclusion to be drawn from the vast amount of opinion and
information collated through this Australia-wide survey.

The third aim of this survey was “To find an acceptable plan o bring the
challenge of overseas missions to the Church of England in Austral

Because of the imminence of the Bishops’ meeting when it is undersmud tha.
“Mutual Responsibility” document will be discussed, it is better that this report
at this stage contain no detailed plan of campaign for producing a response from
the Church in terms of manpower, conviction and money. Any plan suggested
could be rendered obsolete within days of its enunciation by whatever takesTplace
at the meeting of Bishops

FOLLOWING THE SURVEY

The Board received the Survey Report at its meeting in October, 1963, and
sent copies immediately to the Primate and Diocesan Bishops, the Standing Com-
mittee of General Synod and the Church Missionary Society. The Chairman of
the Board was asked to publish a condensation of the report for general clvcular
tion and supply the full text to people who might properly benefit by its stud

e contents of the Report are being included in the consideration of plans
for following up the challenge of Toronto.

APPENDIX |
SCOPE OF SURVEY

The Table produced below gives a picture of the work completed. A total of
219 interviews in addition to those with Diocesan Bishops represented almost
exactly that number of parishes. In very few cases were a priest and layman from
the same parish interviewed and to have separated these in the Table would have
complicated it unnecessarily and would only have made a few decimal points
difference in the column shown as “% of Sample”

It will be seen, therefore, that the percentage of interviews, viz., 219, against
the number of parishes, viz, 1315, is well above the requirements for normal
public opinion polls, being 16.6% sampling.

The number of parishes and districts from which statistical information has
been obtained is 835 or just on 63.5% of the total number of 1315 parishes. This
again is a very high percentage sample of the whole. Statistics have been built up
to 95% of ali the parishes in Australia by using these samples plus information
obtained from other sources such as Year Books, Registry information and
statistics in the files of various Diocesan Departments.

TABLE
Scope of Survey Samplings

ATTITUDE SURVEY STATISTICAL SURVEY

2 MELBOURNE 50.2%-

18 ROCKHAMPTON

APPENDIX Il
SURVEY WORK BOOKS

In carrying out the Survey 219 survey work books were filled in, almost
exclusively by personal interviews, but always with personal contact. The following
questions were asked:

1 What do you think is the attitude of the Church of England in Australia as

a whole to Overseas Missions.

What do you think is the attitude of your congregation to Overseas Missions?
What is the attitude of your vestry/parish council to Overseas Missions?
Why do you think these attitudes exist?
a. The attitude of the whole Church in Australia towards overseas missions.
b. The attitude of your congregation towards overseas missions.
c. The attitude of your parish council towards overseas missions.
How well informed do you think your congregation is about tire missionary
needs of
a. The South Pacific and New Guinea.
b. India, Asia and Africa.
How well informed do you think your parish councilivestry is about the mis-
sionary needs of:
a. The South Pacific and New Guinea.
b. India, Asia and Africa.
Why is this s0?
a. Congregation (refers to 0. 5)
b. Parish councillvestry (refers to Q. 6)
What % of your parish gross income is now given to Overseas Missions?
What do you think can be done to PREPARE THE WAY for a special
appeal for Overseas Missions Special Appeal?
How do you think your congregation would respond to a special appeal for:
a. South Pacific and New Guinea.
b. Asia, India and Africa.
. Why would this be so?

a South Pacific and New Guinea (refers to Q. 10a)

b. Asia, India and Africa (refers to Q. 10b)

. Would your congregation respond best to a single “cash gift” appeal or some

other form of appeal?
13, If an Australia-wide appeal is made, do you think there is a particular time
of the year when it would be most likely to succeed?

14. What do you think about the suggested/tentative method?

15. Do you think your parish council/vestry would co-operate in an appeal on
these lines?

Do you think your parishioners would co-operate in an appeal on these lines?
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