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THE FAITH OF THE  PRESIDENT

... He is God's servant fgour good. .. .
Romans13:4

A candidate for the presidency of the United

States must be at least 35 years old, 111lust h

lived within thecountry for at leadt4 years,
and he must be a "nat;ual born" cititea.
last of these qualifications,though it seems
innocent enough-the matter of being "natural
horn"-is in fact a bit of a puzzlfust what

it means has not been legally defined, and in the

caseof at leaston(' potentialcandidatesome
yearsago, whetheror not he qualified at this
point was opf'n to discussion.

But there arc no doubt other qualifications for

such hio-h office which are e\-en,11lorc difficul

to define than the matter of one s naturd
birth." And one feels, 110 that the t\\'O
tumultuousconYcntionsarc over and Miami
Beach has returned to its normal rhythm.
that the opportunity to disrnss these other
qualificationswould he welcome. There arc
mattersof pnsonal integrity.wisdom.knmd-
edo-e ofman and of thevorld, and e\-erthe
m;tter of religiousfaith which must. | sup-
pose,have somebearingon the way a man
conducts himself whescharginghe respon
sibilities of the first office in a land.

You may have noticed that | mentioned the
matter of religious faith, and | suppateat

charge ofpublic office is, apparentlgkin to
suggesting that the man is guilty of dishonor
able conflict of interddtus, while candidates
for public office often claim some kind of mem
bership in a religious body, they ordinarily dis
ngw any connectionbetween theifaith and

ir views of public policy.

Now, itis rather strange really that we would
be shocked if golitical figure would sa¥,
believethat God is thesovereigmuler of the
world andits affairs,and | wantferventlyto
worship and serve Jesus as Ldodlieve that
man is the image bearer of God and | believe
the Bible is the Word of God and | intend to
expressthis deep religiousfaith of mine in
everything | do ...." It is strang&hat we
0 notexpectsucha dec:laration, fonereis
carcely any other element of huifearthat
is more connected to morality and ethics than
politics is.Since high level national policy ul
timately affects the livafs millions at home,
and possibly millions overseas as well, it would,
one might think, behoove gersonopenlyto
declarehis intentions tseekand do the will
of the Lord if he were a believer in Christ.

But it is true, isn't it, that we have developed,
for the most part, a theory of government that
has succeeded in convincing marfiyus that
religionmust carefully be kept out of the pro
ce@sas government. In America the slogan
"separation of church and state" has become the
reigning simplicity that blinds most citizens to

that point | am guilty of very bad -taste mdeed. the complexity of the relationship between reli

For on the North American continent at least, _

gion and government. True,there are still

and both of its great countrir.s arc having theihaplains in the armed forces, in the houses of
national elections this year, it is a little gauchgegisiation, and there are prayer breakfasts and
to talk about the religious faith of public figures, the like, but there idittle deliberateeffort to

especiallyf political people. To sugges thé
one's faith might influence a person m his di
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havethe deep religious insightsnaf prevail
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m connection \\'ith the \-cry processes of gon'rn
mPnt.

Y€@u know\,-hat we ha\:e reallv sucrer:ch-d in

But it is \ cry powPrful, and if all the other
forms of religion are being systematicallyex
cluded from h:n-ing an influence in gowmment,

cloin!l; ide\@loping a \-ic\\' of go®-ernlllrnt that we mayhe sure this one is very influential in

istotallv scrular and is, if theeuth ,,-c1T knm,n.
probably as anti-Christian as anything r-rndcl
be. The \'Cry spectack of the romTnt,nns them

deed.

In any case,all thisis something forus to
ponder in this time of heightened political ar

\\'iclcsprcad. But \,-hate\:cr is unsatisfaggy
about the \,-hole ronn:ntinn approach to pohtlrs
in our rountrv is m-prshaclm,-Phy ickascon
rerninj.§rc,rovc®1nprtmat arc:in fact contrary
to the Word of GoeTlhe icka that gm-ernrncnt
ran be:rondurtecl usPfulh- after one:has pur
posefully isolated rcligio® to arcas lig the
church and certain dcYotlonal exercdsesurh
;i viewpoint.

Man is religiousthrough and through. One
short story writer put it this \\'ay: "The reli
gious per@on is totally religiode. is his rP!i
gion." And that's the truth. No one ran Psape 3
his religion, and his daily actions aI\\'a;@oitllf
his deepestcom-ictionsabout the \\'ay things
reallv are about the kind of beinghan really
is. Our /eligion is as much a parpus as is
the blood that flows through our \'ems. And
the fart that\\'e have succeeded in denying that
anv of the usual forms of religire artuaTiy
influenring the processesf governmet is be
cause there has grown up in fart a Kmd of
national religion. That has becomethe cgni
nant religopsinfluencein the land. It 1sa
mixtureWotestant, Roman Catholiggwish,
humanistic, materialisticideas that is difficult
to pin do\\'n,hut all these himwtogetheriga
kind of rclirriog structure. It Isthe religion
that is pro@ulgated.thou!:!;lun\\'ittin!:!;lyby
puhlir education and sustained by indifference.
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govc:rnrnentthe feeling that a presidentfor
exarnple must keep his faith to himself and must
not allow it to intrude upon the conduct of his
office-you know why this view is so prevalent?
Don't vou think it is because Christians them
selws ha\'c been so quiet and passive when it
comesto political mattets They have @par
ently felt that \\'nen it romgeto talking about
gowrnrni:-nt, thP main word is obFdience.
Ohrdicnrc to gm-emrrn'ntthat is, not neres
sarilv obediPnrc to God.

-
© @ Wwhy, | have known, for exampl&hristian

teachers in public schools who have \'Cry meekly
rnuted tht>ir Christian testimony \\'hCnP\'Pr they
entered their school, becausethey felt that,

after all, tlIC' govPrnment prohibited them from
teaching in the name of the Lord, and that \\'as
that. And | have known parents\\'no ha\'e
meekly surrenderedtheir children to the state

and permittedthem tobe taught interms of
secular, non-Christian viewpoing that contra

dicted their faith,because they felt that, after
all, the important thing was to obey the gon-rn
ment. And this, too,is mostlikely the reason

why Christians havecome to accept the usual
way of doing things ... the way that declares
that we may not talk much, if at all, about

the faith of the president. It's nice that he goes
to church and the like, but we do expect him
to keep his religion to himself.
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Now, simpleobediencesicertainly in order
so long sagovernment reflects the good teach
ing of the Word of God. But what happens
"hen the gon:-rnment contradithe teachings
of the Scripture®What happens when, for in
stance,one form of educationwhich is con
fessedly non-Christian is judged the only kind
worthy of public suppoWhat happens when
the rights of minority groups are consistently
disregarded? What happenswhen economic
practices and monetary policies arc followed that
do violence to the nature of m@hat hap
pens, for example,when the governmentc
tively promotes genocide, as has happened
within this centuryWhat happens themdo
Christians still remain meek and obedient?
When do they stand up and present alternate
theories of government?

A very intg, ing passage in the Bible itsib
has been respsiblc for the prevailing idea that
Christiansare simply to obey the governme.ﬂl}
and be good citizens and that isRimaans

13 counsels them this wdyt every person

be subject to the governing authoriti€kis is

good advice, and it needs stressing in many con
texts. The Bible continues anct reminds us that
authorities are instituted by God and they exist
to encourage good conduct and discourage evil.
But right in this sameparagraph,the Bible
introducesdea that are extremely exciting and
which reveal ways of looking at government that
are much, much differentfrom the wayswe
generally do today.

Speakingof the Christian view of govern
ment at the National Convention of the Evan
gelical Fellowship of Canada, Dr. Bernard
Zylstra commentecon Romans 13 this way:
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"This has often been interpretedto mean
Paul's passive acquiesence to the power of the
Roman empire.lt means nouch thing.In
stead, this passage-along with the entire letter
to the Roman Christians-in effectdestroyed
the spiritual foundations of the Roman empire.
For the essencef thatempire was thisthe
citizen existsfor the good of the state. Paul
turns this around, and does so totally: the state
and its authoritiesexist for the good of the
citizen. This is in anutshell,the evangelical,
the Gospel"anessagdor politics: all political
authority existsfor the benefit,the goodthe
welfare, of the citizen."

Dr. Zylstras point seemsto be well taken
here, for ROmank3 does indeed indicate that
the president, or the prime minister if you will,
is "God's servantfor your good." Thus, you
see,at the same time the Bible calls for obe
dience tothe governmentit describes miew
o( government which is very precsgovern
ment official is a servant of God for the good
of the people.

In this yearof greatpolitical interestit is
worthwhile thinking about RomansAlaguler
is a servant of God for the good of the people.
When one reflectson this rather simple ap
pearing- statement, it becomes clear that this is
a viewpoint that contradicts the political ideas
that are found in the world's great democracies
these days.

The idea that government officials must carry
out their workfor the goodof the people is
not particularly revolutionary,of course,for
most governemtsattempt to give the impres
sion that they are trying to do just Ytbht.
further thought on the matter suggests, though,
that when we talk about the good of the people,
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nowadayswe generallyread, the good ofthe
majority.

Tvrannyis tyranny whether it is exercised by
a di@tatoor by a majority ofpeople. E. @y
now and then ,,-e@®eegven in free countnes,
certain fundamentalhuman rights subnlitted
to the peoplefor their vote. This hapyens,
orrasionally,in connectionwith c?ucational
matters. But fundamentalhuman nghts may
never be voted on.

The Biblewhich reminds us that rulers exist
for the <Yoodf the people, is the same book
,.-hich c;refully -describean and Isinature.

N@ ruleran serve the good of the people un
lesshe hasdrunk deeplyof the Biblical view

of man, his needs,and his destiny. It is not
enough simply to ascertainthe will of the
majority.

But Romans 13 also introducesa very in »
tri<Yuinedhceptwhen it suggest$éhat rulers |
ar: th:' servants of Godhis is something the
free nations have not fully understeodng
thegood of the people has often meant in effect
that political figures have bectmeeservants
of the peopleAccording to the’ Biblepugh,

a ruler is not required simply to listen obediently
to the will of the majority and then do what
they want.No, he is called to operate by the
objective,definite rules of God. He should
know God's Word, the Bibléle should con
duct Himself as one who knows that he must
servethe Lord Christ in the conductof his
office.

Let's not fooburselvesThe faith of a na
tion's leadersmakesall the differencein the
world. And | don't mean whether or not they
are involved in certain formal religious activi
ties of one kind or anothemnean the faith
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that is found in their heart of hearts. What
they know to he true about Goel, anclabout
Jts:1€hrist HisSon, and wh@they know to
he true about 11llan dheé Bible, ancl,,-hat
tit("\-knm,- tohe true ahout their responsibili

ti<-s", these dcg>, 11llotiYating impulses at the cen

tn of nH'n-ssouls,thrseare cxtremrly irnpor
tant, all political protestations to the contrary
not\\ it Itstanding.

Rio-lttnow as 111allv oflaek tm,-ardhe
ac('(®ratina ;ctiYitef massiYenational cam
paigns, ,\:/'should i<'l1lellltick'thadttrr of
faith is clr-cisi\T.And | say this not so that
this hricf im-cstigatinrof Romans 11 might
11lak<' sornc jurlg<' thr candidatesaildat
for rlcctionin trnlls of \-hat knm\-about
thrir f;iith 011r wav or annkthsav it hecallsr
thr prrsentcontr@tis onein which wem11st
rc-assess mrr total political systrm toghr whet
or not ,-e haH® outsmarted ourst>Ivrs by rrrcnng
a wall bet\:rrn rrligion ;i.nd the statr sbat is
high and so impr-n@trahle, \\'e eo ropcgt
candiclatrsfor pllhlicoffice forthrghtlv to
announce their rclit@ious allegianceocama
gc-011sty rxpress their com-ictions as they con
duct theii" office.

While we havenot rrmovedthe embellish
ment of religious practice from our nation, we
haV in fact depri\"Cd our hi_ghrst actions of tht>
hc-ncfits of specifically Christian influéiet>s.
ha,-c-forced our public officials to exhibitin
publicutterance and public policy a neutralism
th;it has too often result('d in rnoral (‘lllbarrass
mf'ntand morethan oncein action thathas
been an abomination in the sight of hc>aYen.

| fullv realize that \\'-hat | am saying will be
judgedbv rnost to be a hopeless impracticality
&nd by s@me the Ycry beginning of Rzeason.
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there have beenthosewho have recentlyre

minded us, for example, that the American pe
le, at least, want to heagdo talk S. , . ) | e

'Ilo'here are somewho will q?ﬁ:klyand gtd@}g that is rioan issllc this y@ae's faith is al-

nantly remind us once again of the evils of e G . _ . .

clericalism. Admittedly such evils are not Faith, after all, i, the most important issue in

imaginary. 1 he "-orld.
But what about the evils of government, ex

plicitly, deliberatelycarefully cut¢ @om th

reforming power of the Word of the hvmg ‘God.

What disaster is this bringing us todidngt

faith is the rnostimportantthing about him.
Tlw faith of theprcsidcnt--don't think that

kind of a countrv is it where a political candi PRAYER
date for highoffice mustapparently cultivate Lnrd, use ask a hil'ssing upon thise 1c-hn
the art of religiousdouble-talkwhen he % sfrmrifor t'frctionto hj.h public office taluil

of faith mattersWhat kind of a country 1s 1t timl'. May thr rich insights nf the Bihfienc
where a man would bgsing his political death ¢ jon in thiir fi,rs and in thr lives of G@#m
warrant if he were to declare without hedging: .+ makr thl'ir chnice. Grant that we may
"My first allegiance is to thg Jesus Christ. nnt hr rn /wralrzrd by a tradition of .,eparatinn

His W?:rd ifj rfrljy ultin:jate at_JthdrHit_‘:yn ? serk of rrliginn and Jiolitics that we 1cill fail to see
vant of God first, and serving Him, | seek thel ihao gnpr.,t irmnre that confront our nation at

good of the people"? this critic.al time.

. . . . |

Right now, Wh'l‘? the c@palgnsbegm and HI'[p us assn.,the qualificotionsof the can
then accelerate, is a 900(.j time to d@/a_re an  didatn II"ho arl' precented to us, and girseus
the messaae of the Bibieit we find a faith inight that will allow ur to evaluate thé'Pr)'
that is as b'g. LS _the watd] as bigsaur f}Qliticnlprncrsse.rthat now function in nur
country. The B|k?le o 1>-0°|¢.h6t agp the nation. We cnnh.r that ueehallealPliherately
ages, and _prowdes pgrspectlvet at 1.5 mdlspel;gut off the.re/irocesse.frnm the regenrratin,[!
able if one Is to rule W_|sely and welhAt its pml-n of the Scripture.Wr hal.ee iwlated nur
center there is the Savior, the Lord Jesus Chnst.  .iiona) jife fromthe Lord-<hip nf fern.r. For
And Christ is notcontentwith a little bit of gillRi.c Grant us true repen e i o
our lives. He is Lord ofit all. Every action, that iﬁqpl'l men tn correct their rivia)® we
every decisiogvery dream, every plan, every find ways to make our nation's life respon.rilee to

thing belongs to Him. ) . the rule of ChristAmen.
The name of JesyShrist must be lifted up

now asneverbefore. We must repent of our

great national sin, the sin of trying to keep

Christ in His place, the little place we haw

assignedHim. We must confess thatraan s Prepared for broadcastby Dr. Joel Nederhood,
10 Radio Minister, Chriitéfm Reformed Church.



Listen to the BACK TO GOD HOUR, broadcast
every Sunday, from the following stations:-

2KY Sydney® 8.30 p.m.
2BH Broken Hill (Monday).30 p.m.
2MG Mudgee 6.30 p.m.
30665 Colac 7.30 p.m.
3SR Shepparton 8.00 p.m.
3UL Warragul 7.00 p.m.
3YB Warrnambool 8.00 p.m.
4K Brisbane 8.30 p.m.
4w Warwick 8.00 p.m.
6BY Bridgetown 9.00 p.m.
6Cl Collie 7.30 p.m.
6MD Meredin 9.00 p.m.
6TZ Bunbury 7.30 p.m.
6WB Katanning 9.00 p.n.
7AD Devonport 12.45 p.m.
JHT Hobart 7.30 a.m.
7LA Launceston 7.45 p.m
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador)
Sydney (1 020 KC) 5.30 p.
NEW ZEALAND
HCJB (Q:1ito, Ecuador) 7.30 p.m.
MANILA
DZAS (Shortwave 25 .32) 9.30 p.m.

New Zealand Time

The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Backto God Hour, which is broadcast every Sunday in
co-operatiowith the ChristiarReformedhurchesf

America, in Queenslandiew SouthWalesVictoria,

Tasmaniand WesterrAustralia, and by shortwave

throughout the world.

P.0.BOX47 P.O. BOX 14084
Panmure
GEELONG, VIC. 3220. AUCKLAND, N.Z.
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