


THE  FAITH  OF  THE PRESIDENT 

He  is  God's  servant  for your  good .  . . . 
Romans 13:4 

A  candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States  must  be  at  least  35  years  old,  111ust  haYc 
lived within  the country  for  at  least 14  years, 
and  he  must  be  a  "nat;ual  born"  citizen. The 
last of these qualifications, though it seems 
innocent  enough-the  matter  of  being  "natural 
horn"-is  in  fact  a  bit  of  a  puzzle. Just  what 
it means has  not  been  legally defined,  and in the 
case of at least on(' potential candidate some 
years ago, whether or  not  he  qualified  at  this 
point was opf'n to discussion. 

But there arc no doubt other qualifications for t 
such  hio-h  office  which  are  e\·en  111orc  difficult :-, ' " I to define than the matter of one s natura 
birth." And one feels, 110\\' that the t\\'O 
tumultuous conYcntions arc over and Miami 
Beach has returned to its normal rhythm. 

j that the opportunity to disrnss these other •

qualifications would he welcome. There arc 
matters of pnsonal integrity. wisdom. knmd-
edo-e  of man  and  of  the world, and  e\-en the
m;tter of religious faith which must. I sup-
pose, have some bearing on the way a man 
conducts  himself  when discharging the  respon
sibilities  of  the  first  office  in  a  land. 

You  may  have  noticed  that  I  mentioned  the 
matter  of  religious  faith,  and  I  suppose _that  at 
that point  I  am  guilty  of very  bad  taste mdeed. 
For  on  the  North  American  continent  at  least, 
and  both  of  its  great  countrir.s  arc  having  their 
national  elections  this  year,  it  is  a  little  gauche 
to talk about  the religious faith of public  figures, 
especially of political people. To su�ges: th�t 
one's  faith  might  influence  a  person  m  his  di�-
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charge  of public office  is,  apparently, akin  to 
suggesting  that  the  man  is  guilty  of  dishonor
able  conflict  of  interest. Thus,  while  candidates 
for  public office often claim some  kind of  mem
bership  in  a  religious  body,  they  ordinarily  dis
avow any connection between  their faith and 
their views of public policy. 

Now,  it is  rather strange really that we  would 
be shocked  if  a political  figure  would  say, "I 
believe that God  is  the sovereign ruler  of  the 
world  and its affairs, and  I  want fervently to 
worship  and  serve  Jesus  as  Lord. I  believe  that 
man  is  the  image  bearer  of  God  and  I  believe 
the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  and  I  intend  to 
express this deep religious faith of mine in 
everything  I  do  .... " It  is  strange that we 
do  not expect such a  dec:laration,  for there is 
scarcely  any  other  element  of  human life  that 
is  more  connected  to  morality  and  ethics  than 
politics  is. Since  high  level  national  policy  ul
timately  affects  the  lives of  millions  at  home, 
and  possibly  millions  overseas  as  well,  it would, 
one might think, behoove  a person openly to 
declare his intentions  to seek and do  the  will 
of  the  Lord  if  he  were  a  believer  in  Christ. 

But it is  true, isn't it, that we have developed, 
for  the  most  part,  a  theory  of  government  that 
has succeeded  in  convincing  many of us that 
religion must  carefully  be  kept  out  of  the  pro
ce�ses of government. In  America  the  slogan 
"separation of church and state" has become _the 
reigning  simplicity  that  blinds  most  citizens  to 
the complexity  of  the  relationship  between  reli
gion and government.  True, there are still 
chaplains  in  the  armed  forces,  in  the  houses  of 
legislation,  and  there  are  prayer  breakfasts  and 
the like, but  there  is little deliberate effort to 
have the  deep  religious  insights  of man  prevail 
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m  connection  \\'ith  the  \·cry  processes  of  gon'rn
mPnt. 

Y�u  know \,·hat  we  ha\·e  reallv  sucrer:ch-d  in 
cloin!l;  is de\�loping  a  \·ic\\'  of  go�·ern111rnt  that 
is totallv scrular and is,  if the truth ,,·c1T  knm,·n. 
probably as anti-Christian as anyth_ing r-rndcl
be. The  \'Cry spectack  of  the  romTnt,nns  them
sPlvcs  brePds a  kind  of cvni('isrn  that  is  <·xt1-c111ck 
\\'iclcsprcad. But \,·hate\·cr is unsatisfac��ry 
about  the  \,·hole  ronn·ntinn  approach  to  poht1rs 
in our rountrv is m·prshaclm,·Pd hy  ickas con
rernin<r crovc�1npnt that arc: in fact contrary 

,"") ...., 

to the  Word  of  Goel. The  icka that _ _gm·ernrncnt 
ran be: rondurtecl usPfulh· after one: has pur
posefully isolated rcligio_� to arca_s li�c the
church  and  certain  dc\·ot1onal  exercises, 1s  surh 
;i. viewpoint. 

Man  is  religious, through  and  through. One 
short story writer put it this  \\'ay: "The  reli
gious  per�on  is  totally  religious. He  is  his  rP!i
gion." And that's the truth. No one  ran Ps'.·ape 
his religion,  and  his  daily  actions  al\\'ays  1111�-ror 
his deepest com·ictions about the \\'ay things 
reallv are about  the  kind  of  being rnan  really 
is. Our /e!igion  is  as  much  a  part  o� us  as  is 
the blood that flows through our \'ems.  And 
the  fart  that \\·e  have succeeded  in  denying that 
anv  of  the  usual  forms  of  religion are  artuaTiy 
infiuenring the  processes of government. is be
cause there has grown up in fart a kmd of 
national religion. That  has become the  cl�mi
nant relirrious influence in the land.  It 1s a 
mixture �f Protestant,  Roman  Catholic, Jewish, 
humanistic, materialistic ideas that is difficult 
to pin  do\\'n, hut  all these  hlmv_ together _i� a 
kind of rclirrious structure. It 1s the religion 
that is pro�ulgated. thou!:!;h un\\'ittin!:!;ly, by 
puhlir  education  and  sustained  by  indifference. 
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But it is \ cry powPrful, and if all the other 
forms of religion are being systematically ex
cluded  from  h:n·ing an influence in gowmment, 
we  may he  sure  this  one  is  very  influential  in
deed. 

In any case, all  this is something  for us to 
ponder  in  this  time  of  heightened  political  ar
ti\'ity. And  this secular,  non-Christian  view  of 
govc:rnrnent, the feeling that a president for 
exarnple  must keep  his  faith  to  himself  and  must 
not allow  it  to  intrude  upon  the  conduct  of  his 
office-you  know  why  this  view  is  so  prevalent? 
Don't vou  think  it  is  because  Christians  them
selws ha\·c  been  so  quiet  and  passive  when  it 
comes to  political  matters) They have  appar
ently felt that  \\'hen  it  romes to  talking  about 
gowrnrni:-nt, thP main word is obFdience. 
Ohrdicnrc to gm·emrrn'nt, that is, not neres
sarilv obediPnrc to  God. 

Why, I have  known,  for  example, Christian 
teachers  in  public schools  who have \'Cry  meekly 
rnuted  tht>ir  Christian  testimony  \\'hCnP\'Pr  they 
entered their school, because they felt that, 
after all,  tllC'  govPrnment  prohibited  them  from 
teaching  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  that  \\'as 
that. And I have known parents \\'ho ha\'e 
meekly surrendered their children to the  state 
and permitted them  to be  taught  in terms  of 
secular, non-Christian viewpoints that contra
dicted  their  faith, because  they  felt  that,  after 
all,  the  important  thing  was  to  obey the  gon-rn
ment. And  this,  too, is most likely  the  reason 
why Christians  have come to  accept  the  usual 
way of  doing  things  ...  the  way  that  declares 
that we may not talk much, if at  all, about 
the faith  of  the  president. It's  nice that he  goes 
to  church  and  the  like,  but  we  do  expect  him 
to keep  his religion to himself. 
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Now, simple obedience  is certainly  in  order 
so  long  as government  reflects  the  good  teach
ing of the Word of God. But what happens 
"·hen  the  gon·rnment  contradicts.  the  teachings 
of  the  Scripture? What  happens  when,  for  in
stance, one form of education which is con
fessedly  non-Christian  is  judged  the  only  kind 
worthy  of  public  support? What  happens  when 
the rights of minority groups are consistently 
disregarded? What happens when economic 
practices and monetary policies arc followed that 
do  violence  to  the  nature  of  man? What  hap
pens, for example, when the government ac
tively promotes genocide, as has happened 
within  this  century? What  happens  then? Do 
Christians still remain meek and obedient? 
When do  they  stand  up  and  present  alternate 
theories  of  government? 

A very  intrigu ing  passage  in  the  Bible  itself 
has been respon_siblc  for the prevailing idea that 
Christians are simply  to  obey  the  government 
and  be  good  citizens  and  that  is  that. Romans 
13  counsels  them  this  way, "Let  every  person 
be  subject to the governing authorities." This is 
good advice,  and it needs stressing in  many con
texts. The  Bible  continues  anct  reminds  us  that 
authorities  are  instituted  by  God  and  they  exist 
to  encourage  good conduct and  discourage  evil. 
But right in this same paragraph, the Bible 
introduces ideas that  are  extremely  exciting and 
which reveal ways of looking at government that 
are much, much different from the ways we 
generally  do  today. 

Speaking of the Christian view of govern
ment  at  the  National Convention  of  the  Evan
gelical Fellowship of Canada, Dr. Bernard 
Zylstra commented on Romans 13 this way: 
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"This has often been interpreted to mean 
Paul's  passive  acquiesence  to  the  power  of  the 
Roman  empire. It  means  no such  thing. In
stead,  this  passage-along  with  the  entire  letter 
to the Roman Christians-in effect destroyed 
the  spiritual  foundations  of  the  Roman  empire. 
For the essence of  that empire  was  this: the 
citizen exists for the good of the state. Paul 
turns  this  around,  and  does  so totally:  the  state 
and its authorities exist for the good of the 
citizen. This  is  in  a nutshell, the evangelical, 
the Gospel"s message for politics: all political 
authority exists for  the benefit, the  good, the 
welfare, of the citizen." 

Dr. Zylstra's point seems to be well taken 
here,  for  R0mans 13  does  indeed  indicate  that 
the  president,  or  the  prime  minister  if  you  will, 
is "God's servant for your good." Thus, you 
see, at the  same  time  the  Bible  calls  for  obe
dience  to the government, it  describes  a view 
o( government which  is very precise. A govern
ment  official  is  a  servant  of  God  for  the  good 
of the people. 

In this year of great political  interest, it  is 
worthwhile  thinking  about  Romans  13. A  ruler 
is  a  servant  of  God  for  the  good  of  the  people. 
When one reflects on this rather simple ap
pearing· statement,  it  becomes  clear  that  this  is 
a viewpoint  that  contradicts  the  political  ideas 
that  are  found  in  the  world's  great democracies 
these  days. 

The  idea that government officials must carry 
out their  work for  the  good of the  people  is 
not particularly revolutionary, of course, for 
most  governm_ents attempt  to  give  the  impres
sion  that  they  are  trying  to  do  just  that. Yet, 
further  thought  on  the  matter  suggests,  though, 
that when we talk about the good of the people, 
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nowadays we generally read, the good  of the 
majority. 

Tvranny is  tyranny  whether  it  is  exercised  by 
a di�tator or by a majority  of people. E,·�ry 
now and then  ,,·e �ee, even  in  free  countnes, 
certain fundamental human rights subn1itted 
to the people for their vote. This happens, 
orrasionally, in connection with c?ucational 
matters. But fundamental human nghts may 
never be voted on. 

The  Bible which  reminds  us  that  rulers  exist 
for the <Yood of the people,  is  the  same  book 
,,·hich  c;refully  ·describes man  and  his nature. 
N�  ruler can serve  the  good  of  the  people  un
less he  has drunk  deeply of the Biblical  view 
of man, his needs, and his destiny. It is not 
enough simply to ascertain the will of the 
majority. 

But Romans 13 also introduces a very in
tri<Yuin<Y concept when it suggests that rulers 
ar: th:' servants  of  God. This  is  something  the 
free  nations  have  not  fully  understood. Serving 
the good of  the people  has often meant in effect 
that  political  figures  have  become . the  servants
of  the  people. According  to  the  Bible,  th?ugh, 
a ruler is not required simply to listen obediently 
to the  will  of  the  majority  and  then  do  what 
they  want. No,  he  is  called  to  operate  by  the 
objective, definite rules of God. He should 
know  God's  Word,  the  Bible. He  should  con
duct Himself  as  one  who  knows  that  he  must 
serve the Lord Christ in the conduct of his 
office. 

Let's  not  fool ourselves. The  faith  of  a  na
tion's leaders makes all the difference in the 
world. And  I  don't  mean  whether  or  not  they 
are  involved  in  certain  formal  religious  activi
ties  of  one  kind  or  another. I  mean  the  faith 

8 

that is found in their heart of hearts. What 
they know to he true about Goel, ancl about 
.Jt·s:1s Christ  His Son,  and  wha� they  know  to 
he true  about  111an  and the Bible, ancl ,,·hat 
tit('\-knm,·  to he true  ahout  their  responsibili
ti<-s",  these  dcq>,  111otiYating  impulses  at  the  cen
tn  of  nH'n·s souls, thrse are  cxtremrly  irnpor
tant, all political  protestations  to  the  contrary 
not\\ it ltstanding. 

Rio·ltt now as 111a11v  of  us look  tm,·ard the 
ac('(·l·�ratina  ;ctiYitv of massiYe national cam
paigns,  ,\·/'should  i<'111e111hcr  that_ th<'  mattrr  of
faith is clr·cisi\T. And I say this not so that 
this hricf im-cstigatinn of Romans 11 might 
111ak<'  sornc  _jurlg<'  thr  candidates  that 110\\" stand 
for r·lcction in  trn11s  of  ,\·hat \\"C knm\· about 
thrir  f;iith  011r  wav  or  annthrr. I  sav it  heca11sr 
thr prrsent contr�t is one> in  which  we m11st 
rc-assess  mrr  total  political  systrm  to sPr  whet�er 
or  not  ,,·e  haH�  outsmarted  ourst>lvrs by  rrrcnng 
a  wall  bet,\·rrn  rrligion  ;i.nd  the  statr  that  is so 
high  and  so  impr·n�trahle,  \\·e  no  lon_g_er  rxpcct
candiclatrs for p11hlic office forthnghtlv to 
announce  their  rclit�ious  allegiance  and coura
gc-011sly to  rxpress  their  com·ictions  as  they  con
duct  theii"  office. 

While  we  have not rrmoved the embellish
ment  of  religious  practice  from  our  nation,  we 
haV(' in fact depri\"Cd  our  hi_ghrst  actions  of  tht> 
hc-ncfits  of  specifically  Christian  influenct>s. We 
ha,·c-forced our public officials to exhibit in 
public utterance  and  public  policy  a  neutralism 
th;it  has  too  often  result('d  in  rnoral  ('111barrass
mf'nt and more than  once in action  that has 
been  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  hc>aYen. 

I fullv  realize  that  \\·hat  I  am  saying  will  be 
judged bv  rnost  to  be  a  hopeless  impracticality 
�nd  by  s�me  the  Ycry  beginning of  treason. For 
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there have been those who have recently re
minded us, for example,  that  the American pe?
ple,  at  least,  want  to  hear  no �uch  talk  a� t�1s. 
There are some who will quickly and md1g
nantly remind us once again of the evils of 
clericalism. Admittedly such evils are not 
imaginary. 

But  what  about  the  evils  of  government,  ex
plicitly, deliberately, carefully  cut  o� �rom  th;
reforming power of the Word of the hvmg God.
What  disaster  is  this  bringing  us  today? What 
kind  of  a  countrv  is  it  where  a  political  candi
date  for  high office  must apparently  cultivate 
the art  of religious double-talk when  he  t�l½s 
of  faith  matters? What  kind  of  a  country  1s  1t 
where a man would be sign ing his political death 
warrant  if  he  were  to declare  without  hedging: 
"My  first  allegiance  is  to  the  Lo�d  Jesus  Christ. 
His  Word  is  my  ultimate  authority. I  am  a  ser
vant  of  God  first,  and  serving  Him,  I  seek  the 
good of the people"? 

Right now, while the c�mpaigns begin and 
then  accelerate,  is  a  good  time  to  declare  an�w 
the  messaae  of  the  Bible. In  it  we  find  a  faith 
that  is  as'°big  as  the  world, and  as  big  as our 
country. The Bible is a 1:>0ok tha_t �pa�s the
ages,  and  provides  perspective  that  1s  md1spe1;s
able if one is to rule  wisely  and  well. At _its
center there is the  Savior,  the Lord Jesus  Chnst. 
And Christ is  not content with  a little  bit  of 
our lives. He  is  Lord  of it  all. Every  action, 
every  decision, every  dream,  every  plan,  every
thing  belongs  to  Him. 

The  name  of  Jesus .Christ  must  be  lifted  up 
now  as never before. We  must  repent  of  our 
great national sin, the sin of trying to keep 
Christ in His place, the little place we hav

,
e

assigned Him. We  must  confess  that  a man s 
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faith is the rnost important thing about him. 
Tlw  faith  of  the prcsidcnt--don't  think  that 

that  is  no_t  an  iss11c  this  year. One's  faith  is  al-
\\"3\"S an !SSLII'.!. 

Faith,  after  all,  i,  the  most  important  issue in 
1 he  "·orld. 

PRAYER 

Lnrd, u•e  ask  a  hll'ssing  upon  all those  1c-hn 
sfrmrl for t'frction to  hii; h  public  office  -a.t tluiJ 
timl'. May  thr  rich  insights  nf  the  Bihle func
tion  in  thl'ir  fi,,rs  and  in  thr  lives  of  those 1C'hn 
mu.rt  makr thl'ir chnice.r. Grant that we  may 
nnt  hr  rn  /wralrzrd  by  a  tradition  of  .,eparatinn 
of rrliginn  and Jiolitics that  we  1cill  fail  to  see 
the dnpr.rt i.rrnr.r that confront our nation at 
this  critic.al  time. 

H l'[p us assn., the qualificotions of  the can
didatn ll"ho arl' pre.rented to us, and gir•e us 
in.right that will  allow u.r to  evaluate  the l'Pr)' 
f}()liticnl prncrsse.r that now function in nur 
nation. We cnnf n.r that u•e ha11e dPliherately 
cut off the.re /irocesse.r frnm the regenrratin.[!. 
pm1·n  of  the  Scripture.r. Wr  ha1.•e  iwlated  nur 
national  life  from the Lord.rhip nf .f ern.r. For
gi11P u.c Grant us true re pen tan re. the kind 
that  impl'l.,  men  tn  correct  their  rrror. Ma)'  we 
find  ways  to  make  our  nation's life  respon.ri1•e  to 
the  rule of  Christ. Amen. 

Prepared for broadcast by Dr. Joel Nederhood, 
Radio Minister, Christian Reformed Church. 
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Listen  to  the  BACK  TO  GOD  HOUR,  broadcast 
every Sunday, from the following stations:-
2KY Sydney� 8.30  p.m. 
2BH Broken  Hill  (Monday) 7.30  p.m. 
2MG Mudgee 6.30  p.m. 
3CS Colac 7.30  p.m. 
3SR Shepparton 8.00  p.m. 
3UL Warragul 7.00  p.m. 
3YB Warrnambool 8.00  p.m. 
4KQ Brisbane 8.30  p.m. 
4WK Warwick 8.00 p.m. 
6BY Bridgetown 9.00  p.m. 
6CI Collie 7.30  p.m. 
6MD Meredin 9.00  p.m. 
6TZ Bunbury 7.30 p.m. 
6WB Katanning 9.00  p.m. 
7AD Devonport 12.45 p.m. 
7HT Hobart 7.30 a.m. 
7LA· Launceston 7.45 p.m. 
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador) 

Sydney (I 020  KC) 5.30  p.m. 

NEW ZEALAND 

HCJB (Q:1ito,  Ecuador) 7.30  p.m. 

MANILA 

DZAS (Shortwave  25 .32) 9.30  p.m. 
New Zealand  Time 

The  message  printed  in  this  pamphlet  was  heard  over  the 
Back to  God  Hour,  which  is  broadcast  every  Sunday  in 
co-operation with the Christian Reformed Churches of 
America, in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave 
throughout the world. 
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