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PENTECOST

You can knodk teem down, but you cam't knodk out the ligjht
that is in tien!! You put tivem in prisson and they win others, so .
you have to talkke tﬂmm out, othemwisse your prissonmss will all bwmma
Clmistiaanb ! ‘

This is what happers to ordimesayy men andi women when the Hb)ly :
Sp.m.ﬂ: is pourmt into thvem and Jesws ChHniist comes to Hiis twrone
in their heartss.

Apmrt fooom the Holy Spirit;, the Lord Jesws remaimss a stomy in ’
the Bible. Wien the chumih ladks His presarcze, it is not atttnatibive.
It is an organizs#idon of people whose heads are goimyg roundi and
reaundl im a cycle of ﬂm@lbgyy, but whose liwes are not attmatixiye
at all.

I came fooom a growp of CHrdistihmass im my countmyy of Uganda and
all Emst Affrica, men and womem im whose heartss the Lordl Jeswms has
bexome such a fricewd that they walk withh Him day by day. We Use a
the word "walk" very much back home. We call a felldowslipp a "wailk,"
we call liwiiuggy day by day "walkinpg wiitlh CHadist)'" whidh is a
contiimrdl libeeraicon. '

It wasm'tt always so. HNissionanmées came to Affticza and prestiedd
the love of CHmist to Affriczans like mpself who had never knowm the

God who loves people. We were gropimngy im dadkness. We were taught
 the Bible and we lowall it, but we miisssed Him. |

You know,, yow cam be im the chumdh and appreciztte the church'ss
teadiingg and these beautifiiil hymns we are simgiing mtbthout mesetinrpg
Him about whom they speak. When you don'!t meet Him, . tbee hymns are
dry,, the Bible is a hollbew book and the chumdh becmm tikcesome .

Evem Peter, who had beem with Jesws for thmee yearss,', bagine
ratiher bored. It shows im his questibon, "Nésster,, we wiho.laxe left
everytthbgg and folldowdd You, wihat shall we getZ?" He had! not yet
got what he want=lil His questibon said,, You are not all that we
need. ,We are wi&hx You, tmue, but we are expecttﬁgg smﬂmhgg else.
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Wimt else shall we get?
Alttiomegbh Jesuws was theme inmhthe body pﬂnys;icam;zy,\Mer"ss eyes
;were stilll a littide bit becloouwtbeli. He had not yet dissoowrrdd that
where Jesuwss was,, the Father was,, and all Heavean was ther=.
This is the ressson why Peter denicl Him whom he loxsll very munchs
He had giwan up everytthnpgg for Jesus, but when the test came, he was
stilll liwiinpg in the shadtows. The shatbows had not giwean place to
realitiées. The shatbovss made him a litittete bit imsecmres, which nmesartt
he was not quite sure.
It wemm'tt umitill the Holy Spuritt came that he disswonerdd that
in Jesus'' presancee you are actuallyy inm a sttream of grm:m,, surtvondddd
wii tin alIL the blesSHiinggs of Heavem.
On the day of Pemtecostt, we mmet a cmowd of people,, same women
and same men, who were just like you and me; no wondkrfiudl people.
at all. There was Thomas,, doubtiirgy, as same of us do. There was
Peter witih his impetuooiss natuwure and his guiilt feelihpgs. There was
" Johm with his usuall ambi ticom, wamtingg to be on the rﬂghﬁ: hamdéi of
God. James and Jolnm were calleell the "soms of thunder.)'"
probablyy means they were the bad-ttenmpecréd ones. In other wards,
this was a nommal,, humam cmowd of people. | :
They wele wailitiinng, praying, repemtinpgg of theixr sims, askimg
eaclh other for forgiwenesss, expectiinyy Heaven to open, but they did
nof kmow how.
Yes, they expecteeld the rissen King of Gilory to ceme back. And
He diidd1Tiin all the rushing noise and fims, it Was the Holy Sjparit
of God comimgy down to His thmorne -- the rissen King comimg to His
throoree in their heartss. It was a tremantboss day -- the Day the
Kinmgg Came!! Suddenlyy they kmew that theme is nothiiipg that is
wiithineltld by God. ' |
WeaknessW o> takem up by steermghh. Diffeat had beem replhaedd by
victooyy. People like Peter and Jolnm and Thomas and the women -
were all shoutiingg the psaims of Dmwid.. They caught themselrss
speakiitgg in tomguess they never kmew befamre. Without goimg to col&m
~ they were speakiinyg all the langw@gass of the people who were m
Jemsaddrem at that tiime,, becausse the Gospell had to be premdieet.
Peter premdived his greatestt sermen that day.  He was a |
lithmnacdd personaliiyy, You kmow wihat he said. |




. "'Christt is the man Jesuss, whom God raiseeld up -- a fact of
wihicih all of us are eyvemeidcmnesses!' He has beem raikseld to the
right hamd of God; he has reasired fioom the Father and poursi out .
upon us the premisetl Holy Sppirit -- that is what ‘You now see and
headlf' (Acts 2: 32,33, JERPAKillipps).
Peter connectbtdd wiat was happeminygg here witln the gloriff¢dd o
Cinist up there. The visibon wiiich set Peter fmse was thatljin the
Holy Spurit;, the expecteeld Kimgg of Gilory had came to His thooore in
their hearﬂs‘ MB ' i,
Because the Lord Jesus szﬁeadsbefm the Throme of Néarcy, ' 1
theme at the right hamd of God, theme is nothiigy left im Heawvem I
wihidh is not yours.. He entemcell Heavan witlh all your needs waitteen |
im His hand. Ewerytiiigg that happered to the Lord Jesws spealks of
one thimgr: your needs cam be meet. He,diexll, rose agaim, ascentded |
and'wass gloriffiédd and Ml'%am is'astt His disposall. So "all thimgs
are yours,, for you belomgy to CHmist;, and CHnist belongs to God" |
(I Cwrinthisans 3: 21,23). |
If you are Thomas, your doubts are thomamglnly answerml. If
;_yonia are Peter, suffenrngg fooom guillt and an impetuooss naturss, theme
is plemtyy of graxe to cover all your sims. If you,aue bad-ttemgmweeéd
lifkke James and John, abide in Him. Heaven opens and all the sweetmess
of Hiis natuxe comes to be yours.

' They were set froxe on the Day of Pemtecostt. The Holy Sga.m"nt
broughtc the Lord Jeswuwss in a ramarkdidte way. When Jesus takes the
thmone, no accusexr cam came there=. Wen indist takes the thmone of
the heart, no povertyy is there, becauwsse He is the King, ricth in
grace and mercy and fullhesss. And the Spurit floeets the heart wiitih

. the lowe of God and lilbewdtes the personalitgy. '
They begam to preacin. The men of Jemsabdem were confuooricdd wiithn
a grouyp of lithkenrddedd fishkemmen and women. The preacdhess were all
laymem, there were no prefessional preachesss, just fishbarcen and
such, men amd women witmesshgg witih a teementbmss excittemant that
He had come. ' \ ‘
Jemsaddem didn't kmow wihat to do witih these people. It was
obviemss that they were nobodyy speciall, they did not spesdk a ‘
sopihistidatcdd lamgm Wit conftoumiddd the listteress was not
ttree sts " but the hearws spedhngg in tum \wilﬂh Godl The chumh




begam that way. Amnd the Guspell began to spreall that way.

They were emmmcipatbeld, in felldowbhpp witln Cﬂn:hsﬂ: by the Holy
Sypiritt. They were excitteld becausse they were now walkinyg in the
newnesss of lifte im Clniist. The Holy Spiirit did a beamtiﬂiﬂl job,,
and He is stilll doimgy a beautifiill job. -

I could tell you what happewed in my Angg‘llﬂcxamm C]hmrdn. Ancpl iczanss
are carefuwllyy trmizeel, unemodticmall , almost stickky, amd we are very
orderlyy im 'our servicmss. Nyl you shouldi have sesm some of our
Antgliczan people simgirygy and rejuidngg in the maaketplacss, presdhing
and giwvinyg their tesbimonitss. Wien you see Angliccanss doimyg that,
you kmow somethingg is goimgy on. They are not easy peopl®e to nove.
Not at all. : ' '

But whem the Hobly Sphirit comes, it doesm'tt madtter whether it
is im a Catholicc Chunrch, a Presbytesrdan Church, a Bayptistt _C]hmrdl;_, :
or any other. People are people and God loves to bless tien. The
prayer book, the littwpyy, the songs all. kzxoeme aliswe. There is
joy, theme is blessingg, theme is relbxattann. The Bible begims to

spealk,, amd lips als® move, quicklyy tellingg the glomy of Jeswws Chndist,

Let me take youw over to Imdonesina. Withh Roy Hessicon of

Emglandl, I was imvittdd theme by thesse churdiess whicdh hawve expenéﬁneéd‘

a miighty movement: of God. They kmmaw we had expeméerngdd this im our
own arega in East Affricca for more than fortyy years.

Do you knmow wihat we saw? Not what seme of you have remdi about. |

Some of the extmsmxdnnayy mitracless hawe subsidbeld becanse they cane
for a purpese -- to annoumecrss, The King is Here!! This is where wmany
peoplee make a miisttdice. They thindk those miiraclkss came to be the
mzim thimg. Not at all. They came to annoumce to that societyy of
Masliims and deadl CHnistihass that the King of Life had come!!

So these people were healad], water was tuonmeell intto Wine, some
deadl ones recwivdd lifie, the excittemant was trementiows. There was
a rumblingy as in the prophett Ezaldiel'Sss Valley of Dry Bomes,, and
what had beem bones now becume am ammy. There is am, agmy im,
Indonesitg, a tremantboss ammy of those who love Jesus. Thousants of
MuBdims have bewome ChHidistihass . ¥ |

Omly dom't get hung up on giftss. In Indonesma, I foundl tieem
confusseti. Some of tlwem had knodkeld eaclh other on tlhxe headl wiitlh
‘theilz.‘ g;ifﬂs&, and them the Holy Spiirit was grieved, - ILf God gives
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you giftss, use them, praisse God for them. D't get scamel about
giftss, they came fioom the Father. DBBitt dowm't use theem to knodk each
- other on the head,, becamse that is misusingy the giftss your Father -
gave you. You are not bettwer tham anotinexr becauste you have giftss.

1

Let the giftss of God bow you down. Wien a brandh is lesde "

withh fruitt -- oramges or grapes -~ does it sticdk out or bemd dmm‘k*
And whem a ChHmistiaan has beem giwem giftss, he shouldi be brokem,
| bendinyg dowm at the NMNéastster'ss feet, not stickkmpg up like a prowd:;,
fruitttess bramdn. Wien you foows on Jesus, your Kiimg,tlibe DOWe
flibss im. Wen you focuss on the Dove,, He flikss owt.

These days the Holy Spiritt is reconcilligg men and women,,
healiiigy our wounds,, touchiigg us where no one else could hawe twudived
us. Demomiimatibons no longer presemt a barricar. They were never
neant to be barriemss. We have misusel our denomiinatibons. They
were meant to be tradittéonss tmwomgdh wihicdn we are tamght to love
our brotier;, not to keep him at arm's lemgtin.

Wien the Holy Syiiritt comes lilke a wind, He sweeps im lilke your

tonrractbess and bloows those femcess downll Before you kmow wiat is
happeninyy, you are emihraciingg one another.

We saw this beawtifilllyy im a recemt crusssiie ¥aolGkdl im the city |

of bar es Salamm.' We had a temam to work withh for the big, tem-dbay
job of readhiheg that citsyy, and you wiill Leaugh at the asseuthmeant:
two Mnrpliccan bisthagps, two Roman Catholiic priestss, a Néwmavian bisthep,

a Bygptistt mimiistey, two Néemuomitess, three laymen and two houseawivness i

Wimt a conglomeratianh! But there was no confusibon at-alL. We
lowstl one another and Jesuss was King. S

The Holy Sypuoritc brirgs a unique quaalityy of lifie. Wien
CHniistiaans are absolutedyy one wiithh the Lord Jesus,, you cam do
anytinirgy you lilke to theem and they enjoy it.. Somehow they have
receiiedd @ kimd of light whidh youw cam't knodk owt.

That is what happeneeld on the day of P@mtecostt. - And they did
get knodiceld down. Saul of Tarsuss kept knockmgg ’din@m down, but he
failedd to knodk tiwem owt. Some of tivem were stuwret to deaﬁh. Buit

as Smﬁhmn was beingy stoonedi, Heaven opemst and he saw, ‘e angel@ and

. thhe Son of God steandiingg at the right hamd of Godl : .
That is exactlyy wihat the fulllwsss of the Holy Skplrntt nRaANs.s .
Wien Jesus CHniist has come to His thurone in the lifke Pf a man or



woman, this persom is giwem the capaciity to accept every experitexce
of lifte and use it for Jesus in such a way that evetyd:hmgg bemmes
ﬁlmid:,:.ful and God- is g‘eaﬁ.’yy glornfiédd. '
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