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W.C.C. REGRETS RESUMPTION
OF VIET NAM BOMBING

SIX POINTS ADOPTED AT
WINDSOR CASTLE

Ecumenical Press Service
Windsor, England, February 20

i TV® E*ecu<ive Committee of the World 'Council of Churches has
called for the cessation of bombing of North Vlel Nam as une of a series
of steps which could “break the current inroasse” and | *
ful negotiations.”

The committee also said North Viet Nam “either in
response to the cessation of bombing should indicate by
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CONFERENCES ENOUGH ALREADY!

One of the more interesting suggestions which
came out of last week's annual meeting of the Aus-
tralian Council of Churches was that the Federal
Government should he asked to consider holding a
yearly conference on foreign policy, as it presently
organises conferences on migration and the state of
the Australian economy.

Any action taken to inform Australians about
foreign affairs, and all informed discussion of foreign
policy, is to be welcomed. Too many people are un-
aware even of basic facts about foreign affairs; and
most discussion of foreign policy, even in the Parlia-
ment itself, is rather less informed than marked by
prejudice. 1t is highly doubtful, however, whether
this suggestion by the A.CC. is practicable. Even
if it were, it is even more highly doubtful whether
it would accomplish anything of real value.

In the first place, no Commonwealth Govern-
ment, whether Liberal or Labour, could be expected
fully and openly to disclose the factual bases upon
which it conducts its foreign policy, because these
bases touch closely in many cases upon defence. If
the outlines of defence policy, and even many details,
are obvious to any intelligent observer prepared to
spend a little time examining them, then the mere
fact that this is so, and that the Government realises
it is so, tends to make any Government the more
secretive about them.

seems to us self-evident that there should be
nothing “secret” about defence or foreign policy in
a democratic society: that true secrecy should cover
only the actual conduct of diplomacy, actual strategic
and tactical plans, and some aspects of industrial
production. Most people would concur in principle
with this. In practice, however, the slightly absurd
“secrecy” of all Governments about defence policy-
proper, and about aspects of defence closely related
to foreign policy, extends into aspects of foreign
affairs which should be known by all citizens, and
widely discussed.

The so-called Joint Parliamentary Committee on
Foreign Affairs (which the Opposition unfortunately
refuses to join) is a good example of the ridiculous
lengths to which a Government may tend to go in
preserving “secrecy” about foreign affairs and foreign
policy. Most of tlie information given its members
in strict “confidence” is no more confidential than
the price of an airline ticket from Perth to Hobart.
For example, it was “confidentially” “revealed” to
its wide-eyed members last year that the C.LA. had
instigated the initial uprisings against the Saigon
reglme first by Roman Catholic groups, and then

uddhists, in Saigon itself and later

The object of the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency, it was explained, was simply to give Sub-
Bricadier Ky a salutary scare because he was tend-
ing to take an independent line at variance with U.S.
wishes. Unfortunately, members of the Committee
were told, the Buddhist revolt flared out of control

“like a grass fire”, until the U.S. military authorities,
thoroughly alarmed, intervened on the side of the
Saigon junta to “restore order”. Disclosure of this
“classified” information to the Committee doubtless
gave its members that feeling of importance natural
in recipients of such significant and “secret” in-
formation. Unfortunately, there was nothing at all
secret about these facts, which could even at that
time have been gleaned from the French and U.S.
Press — and in more detail than the Government
chose to give the Parliamentary Committee!

It is fair to say that the Government gives even
Members of Parliament only highly selected snippets
of facts. It does so, not to encourage full and open
dlscusslon but to forestall critical discussion. If, as

old, no Australian Government is prepared to
glve Members all the facts to which by any reason-
ably liberal criterion they are entitled, then what
chance is there that those facts will be disclosed to
any extra-Parliamentary assembly such as the Aus-
tralian Council of Churches suggests? What is in-
volved is not so much that the Government knows
more about world affairs than most specialists out-
side the government apparatus, but that any Govern-
ment must be expected automatically to put a gloss
on facts, to “slant” them, as props in support of its
own judgement and policies.

It would therefore, in our view, be more effective
by far for the A.C.C. not to gt itself mixed up with
any
on foreign policy; but to commue as before inde-
pendently to examine foreign policy. The true role
of an organised Christian body like the A.C.C. is to
establish the truth, the facts, about foreign affairs,
and then to assess those facts in the light of common
Christian doctrine. No government will help it estab-
lish the truth, or thank it for insisting that the Gospel
is as relevant to foreign affairs as to individual
conduct,
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BOOK
REVISION
IN
AUSTRALIA

*elnewhand>reris

Site™ " dioukT NOT"be

3. The reason for 1

1. The second edition of the complete
Report of the Prayer Book Com-
mission, together with the draft Re-
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Price: $1.00

(Plus Postage 5 cents)

Available from The Anglican
G.P.0. Box 7.002, Sydney, N.S.W.

CONTENTS
Report of the Commission
Draft Revised Services:
Moming Prayer The Catechism
Evening Prayer Confirmation
The Litany The Marriage Service
Holy Communion The Burial Service
Baptism of Infants  Thanksgiving after
Baptism of older childbirth

persons

New Services:
A Modern Liturgy
Baptism and Confirmation of Adults
Ministry to the Sick
A Suggested Order for a Sunday Li“rgy
A List of Prayers and Thanksgivings
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THAT’S WHAT THEY CALL A MAN

By Vaughan Hinton, A.C.C. Staff Writer
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BLESSING THE
SALMON NETS
Anglican News Service
kondon, February 20
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CALL TO POPE
TO INTERVENE
Anglican News Service
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BISHOP OF TASMANIA
AT MELBOURNE MISSION

The Bishop of Tasmania, the Right Reverend
R. E. Davies, will conduct an evangelistic mission
in the Parish of S. Matthew, Cheltenham, in the
Diocese of Melbourne, during the week commenc-
ing Sunday, February 26 and concluding on Sun-
day, March’ 5.
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A NEW LENTEN | S l£ S EAR EAST BROADCASTING DIOCESAN HEWS
CHALLENGE
COMPANY APPLICATION

The Missionary Radio enterprise, the Far East

Broadcasting Company (Australia) last week sub-
mitted to the C -

RELIGIOUS BROADCASTS

Letters to the Editor

“SAD LITTLE ECONOMY”:PROTESTS

MORAL EDUCATION AT CLOSING OF S. AUGUSTINES
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