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and although these religions
~re inadequate to toke oway
sin, when we judge them by the
standard of God's Vord, yct the
sense of sin they reflect 1is
true enough, for it 1is true
thotwe are disobedient simars,
estranged from God who 1is of
infinite holiness. We cannot
stand in His presence in our
own right. Something must be
done to atone for our sins and
someone must be a Mediator
between us and our Creator if
we are to have any relationship
with Him other than that of
condemnation.

In the 01d Testament we
find that God Himself gave to
His people o system of sacri-
fices Dby which they could
exprcess their sense of sin and
find a way of forgiveness and
a return to His fellowship.
The O0ld Testament worshipper
brought his sacrifice to the
priest who took the blood of
the  sacrificicl vietim and
pourcd it out ot God's 2ltar.
In this way the sinner received
the promise of reconciliation,
and his sins wore covered. Of






to God's presence was to
enphasige the holiness of God,
cnd to  teaeh  that sinners
carmot come lightly into God's
holy presence. This truth was
further symbolised by the way
the children of Israel pitched
thelr camp as they Jjourneyed
through the wildcrness. The
priests pitched thelr toents
closest to the Tabernacle:
next come: the Levites; the
rcst of the ©pcople pitched
their tents beyond the Levites
and the Scripturc is cxplicit
thnt this arrangement was 1o
prevent the wrath of God's
holiness consuming sinners.
These things were by way of
signs, teaching that it was an
aweful privilege to have God's
prescnce in thelr midst.

In +the New Testament
these 0ld Testoment signs and
symbols find their fulfilment
in Jesus Christ. As Hebrews
10:12 puts it ™"Jesus offered
one sacrifiee for sins for
cver'". He 1s our sacrificg
He is also our High Priest,
the one who 2olone has the

right to onter into God's















is to help their fellow
Christians grow in the know-
ledge of God; their office is
not to stand Dbetwcen the bel-
iever and God; and in fact the
English word priest is simply
o shortened word for 'presbyterf
which means 'elder'. The 0ld

Testoment conccecpt  of someone
standing in the place of God
was so foreign to Christianity
that even the word itself was
lost from the language. How-
cver, in the Roman Catholic
church the concept of a priest
hood is again to be found. In
times of ignorance the New
Testoment teaching that Jesus
Christ is our only FPriest wos
lost sight of and the concept
of a human priesthood, so
notural to the heart and found
everywhere 1in  non-Christian
religions grew up again in the
Christian church and is now a
fundamental concept of Roman
Catholicism. The New Testa-
ment concept that every
Christian through his relation-
ship to Christ is o priest and
has the right of coming into

God's presence 1s cexplicitly
denied by the Council of Trent






Christian and his Heavenly
Fother. Indeed the pri-st in
his ministry is regarded as on
on equality with Christ. For
example, a2 pamphlet circulated
in Roman Catholic churches in
Sydney to encourage young mehn
to offer for the priesthood
entitled "Why not be o Priest?™
states on page 9 "The priest
is another Christ" and on the
same page "If our Lord were to
come upon earth in person to
administer the socrament of
penance ... His sacred words
would be mno more effective
than those of the priest in
the neighbouring confessional",
and again "The Catholic priest
is not merely a good man who
is engaged in the precching of
the divine Word, he 1is more
than that ... to us Catholics
there 1s always divinity hedg-
ing him round" and on page R0
describing the effcecets of ordi-
nation of a young man it states
"He is a priest for ever. No
matter what coalamity  he mnmay
neet with in after 1life it
will not affect the spiritual
character of +the priesthood
stonped for ever on hisg soul.
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