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This . concept of a . separate 
·class of Christj,ans who have 
special privileges with regard 
to the things .of God ·is unknown 
to th.e New Testament and 
contradicted by the New Testa­
ment concept of our relation­
ship to God iri Christ. 

Jesus Christ is the only 
Mediator between God and man. 
Apart from Jesus 9 New Testa­
ment Christianity kno.ws of no 

. other special class of priests. 
But through our relationship 
with Christ by faiih 9 · every 
believer is a priest 9 with the 
privilege of coming into God's 
presence and . of offering to 
God the sacrifice and offering 
of his life. Lot us then 
exorcise this privilege and 
obey the injunction of Hebrews 
chapter 4 which r oads "Having 
then a great high priest, 
Jesus the Son of God .. -•.• let 
us draw near with boldness to 
the throne of grace 9 that we 
may receive mercy and · find 
grace to help us in time of 
need". 

A sense of sin and of 
estrangement from God is a 
universal human experience. 
Every religion has some . form 
or way ·of atoning for sin and 
of appea sing the gods and of 
winning their goodwill again. 
Almost all religions have a 
wc.y of offering God a sacri­
fic e .or gift, perhaps a lotus 
flower, perhaps an animal, 

. purhaps even o. hurno.n being as 
in the religion of the Aztecs 
of Mexico 9 and in most of the 
religions of ancient ci viliz-­
ntions. 

This sense of sin and of 
estrangement £rom. God also 
expresses itself in the llistit­
ut.ion o-f priests, that is to 
say, persons who are go 

. be.tweens and mediators between 
the worshipper nnd his God. 
Thus : sacrifice to . o. tone for 
sin, qnd a ·priestly caste who 

· stand between the sinner .and 
God, is found in ~o st reli.g-:ons. 

.Not tnnt these religions 
copied from eo.ch other. The 
_truth · ·is thnt the idea is 
nnt~ro.l to the hurnroi heart 9 



o.nd nl though these religions 
~.re ino.dequnte to . to.ke nwo.y 
sin 9 when we judge them by the 
stnndnrd of God 's ~or~ yet the 
sense of sin they reflect is 
true enough, .for it is true 
tho..t we a.re di so bedien t sirmGr's, 
estranged from God who is of 
infinite holiness. We connot 
sto.nd in His presence in our 
own right. Something must be 
done to ntone for our sins nnd 
someone must be n Medin tor 
between us nnd our Oreo.tor if 
we are to hnve o.ny rebtionship 
with Him other than that of 
condemnation. 

In the Old Testament we 
find that God Himself gave to 
His people n system of so.ori­
fices by which they could 
express their sense of sin and 
find n way of forgiveness and 
n ~eturn to His fellowship. 
The Old Testrunent worshipper 
brought his sacrifice to the 
pri'est who took the blood of 
the sacrifioio.l victim and 
poured it out nt God's "o.ltnr . 
In this vmy the sinner receive:i 
the promise of reconcilio.tion, 
and his sins wore covered. Of 

Christion o.nd his Henvenly 
Father. Indeed the pri ~ st in 
his ministry is regarded as on 
an equality with Christ. For 
example, a prunphlet circulated 
in Roman Cntholic churches in 
Sydney to encournge young men 
to offer for the priesthood 
entitled "Why not be o. Priest?' 
states on po.ge 9 "The priest 
is another Christ" and on the 
srune pnge "If our Lord were to 
come upon earth in person to 

· ndminister the sacrament of 
penance ••. His sacred words 
would be no more effective 
than those of the priest in 
the neighbouring confessiono.i11 , 

o.nd a.go.in "The Catholic priest 
is not merely o. good man ·who 
is engaged in the preaching of 
the divine Word, he is · more 
tho.n that ••• to us Catholics 
there is always divini~r hedg­
ing him round" and on po.ge 20 
d.escribing the effects of ordi­
nntion of o. young man it stntm 
"He is o. priest for ever. No 
matter whnt co.lrunity he mo.y 
meet with in after life it 
will not nffect the spiritual 
chnrncter of the priesthood 
sto.mped for ever on his souJ!'. 



(Section 23 chapter 4). Roman 
c~tholicism plnces between the 
believer o.nd his HGavenly 
Fa ther the organised church as 
intermedia ry. For example, the 
Roman Cntholic is not allowed 
to rend God's Word without the 
permission of the church, ond 
even then he is not nllowod to 
read the plain text of. the 
Bible ns God gave it to us, 
but he must read it with the 
comments tha t the church adds 
t o it. Similarly the Roman 
Ca tholic church does n ot allow 
the Christia n a ccess to God's 
presence t o a s k .f or f orgiveness 
of sins directly at the throne 
of God through prnyer, but he 
is t o.ught that he can only 
obtain forgiveness through a 
priest in the s a crament of 
penance. The Roman Ca techism 
states that this sacrament is 
so essential that "it is 
impossible to obtain or even 
to hope for remissi on of sins 
by ruiy other means". In this 
way the church's institutions 
ond sacro.m.ents ond the churchs 
office bearers, the priests, 
nre interposed as absolutely 
essent:b.l medi a tors between the 

course, as the Bible itself 
points out, t hese Old Te sta­
ment s a crifices c ould n ot in 
themselves t ake away sin, they 
were only the· sign po in ting to 
our Lord Jesus's death f or 
sinners, when He identified 
Himself with sinful mankind 
ond underwent Himself on our 
behalf the penalty ond curse 
of sin. 

In a similo..r way the Old . 
Testament priesthood was a 
sign ruid foreshadowing o f 
Jesus' Priesthood. The Old 
Testament priests were those 
who had the privilege of com­
ing near to God, to quote the 
Old Testament. There wa s also· 
a gradation in this privilege 
of a pproaching God's presence. 
Thus the High Priest alone was 
privileged t o enter . into the 
Holy of Holies, but only once 
a yenr. The priests might 
enter the Holy Place which was 
outside the Holy of Holies, 
while the Levites ministered 
ar ound the outskirts of the 
temple. The Old Testament 
mnkes clear that this grru:btion 
in privilege of drawing near 



to God's presence WQS to 
emphasise thG_holiness of God, 
c,.nd · : to too.oh that sinners 
cam1ot come lightly into God's 
holy presence. This truth was 
·further symbolisGd by the way 
the children of Israel pitched 
their . crunp as ·.·. t;hey journeyed 

· through the wildGrness. The 
priests pitched · their tents 
closest to the ·Tabernacle; 
next crune · thG Levites; the 
rest of . :the · ·pe'ople pitched 
their tents beyond· the _Levites 
o.nd the Scripture is explicit 
thnt this nrro.ngement was to 
prevent the wrath of God's 
holiness consuming sinners. 
Those · things wGr~ by way of 
signs, teaching th~t it wns an 
nwef'ul privilege to have God's 
presence in their midst. 

In tho New Testament 
those Old Testament signs and 
symbols find their fulfilment 
in Jesus Christ. As Hebrews 
10:12 puts it "JGsus offered 
one sncrifiae for sins for 
ever". He is our so.crific~ 
He · is also our High Priest, 
the . one who alone has the 
right to enter into God's 

is to help their fellow 
Christio.ns grow in the know­
ledge of God; their . office is 
not to stand betwGen the . bel­
iever and God; and in fact the 
.English word -priest ~s simply 
a shortened word for 'Presbyte:rl' 
which menns I elder I • . · The: Old 
Testrunent concept · of someone 
standing in.the place of God 
was so foreign to Christinnity 
that even the word itself was 
lo.st from· the language. · How­
Gver, : in the Roman Cntholic 
church the concept of n priestr­
hood is again to be found. In 
times of ignorance the New 
Testrunent teaching that Jesus 
Christ is our only Priest wns 
lost sight of and the concept 
of a human priesthood, so 
natural to the heart and found 
everywhere in non-Christion 
religions grew up again in the 
Christian church · and is now n 
fundrunental concept of Roman 
Catholicism. The New Testa­
mGnt concept that every 
Christiru:i through bis relation­
ship to Christ is a pries~ and 
has the right of coming into 
God's presence is explicitly 
denied by the Council of Trent 



/ 

Revelation 1:16 or a royal 
priesthood in I ~eter 2:9. 
This is what is meant when we 
speak of acgess to God, of 
drawing near to Him. We need 
no priest ·but Christ. Conse­
quently in the Christian church 
there is no such officer 
corresponding to the priest of 
the Old Testament or the 
priests of the religions of 
the world. The New Testament 
speaks only of Jesus Christ as 
priest, and never uses the 
term of Christian ministers. 
This is not accidental; for it 
would be a contradiction of 
the New Testament doctrine of 
every Christian having full 
accesR into God's presence 
through Christ, to speak also 
of a class of Christians who 
had a special privilege of 
appearing before God on behalf 
of their brethren. That is 
why the word priest in the New 
Testament is confined exclus­
ively to Jesus, He appears 
before God on our behalf. In 
the New Testament Christian 
ministers are never called 
priests, but are called elders 

and overseers, for their work 

presence. This right is His 
because He was perfect, free 
from siri, and so Hebrews 4:14 
calls Him our great High 
Priest. A very important 
truth follows from the fact 
that Jesus is the one true 
High Priest -Who has offered 
the one "true sacrifice for 
sins, and it is this, that all 
we who ·are Christians, we who 
are in Christ through faith, 
share His · privilege of enter­
ing directly into God's pres­
ence; we need no other priest 
but Christ. This is emphasised 
frequently in the New Testa­
ment. For · example, Hebrews 
10: 21· ·calls on us to draw 
near. This is a reflection of 
the Old Testament language, it 
was the privilege of the priest 
to draw near to God, but now 
every Christian may draw nean 
Similarly in Romans 5:2 St.Paul 
reminded his readers that we 
have our access by faith, that 
is to say we may enter into 
God's presence through our 
faith in Christ; and again in 
Ephesians 2:18 Paul says 
"Through Christ we have our 
access unto the Father", and 

J 



again in 3:12 "In 'Christ we 
have boldness and access in 
confidence throiigh .our faith 
in Him". Thus every Christian 
has the privilege ·of . _access to 
God and of · standing in . the 
presence of God. This is 
because our sins are blotted 
out from God's sight through 
faith in Christ's death. · There 
is. therefore no fear of wrath, 
the wrath of God's holiness, 
being visited on us, for 
although we are sinners, our 
sins have ·been forgiven; they 
are not accounted to us . . What 
was :in Old Testament times the 
privilege of a few by_ way of 
symbol, to approach God and 
draw n~ar to. Him, is the priv­
ilege by way of reality of 
every believing Christim;i. under 

·the New Testament. This . is 
because of the believer.' s 
relationship to Christ, · the 
one trtie High · :Priest~ . It is 
because we · are in Christ 
through faith · that ·.• we , have 
free access and" can boldly and 
confidently come · into the 
presence of ~he Father · and 
stand . before H:iJn as His ·sons; 
and Hebrews chapter · 10 urges 

us to do so. We need no other 
mediator or intermediary than 
our Lord Jesus QJ:iris~ and this 
St . . Paul emphasised when he 
~:mid ·"There is qne • • media tor 
between God and men, . himself 
man, Christ .J esu~ (I Tim. 2: 5). 

In Cl:irist every Christian 
is a priest in the sense that 
every Christian has access 
into God's. presence and may 
offer to God his sacrifice. 
This . access is not ours by 
right of .ourselves but is 
derived from our relationship 
to Christ. Our sacrifices are 
no longer material things, but 
are spiritual, the · sacrifice 
or worship of ~: thankful heart, 
a~d of an obedient life, and 
of acts of. kindness towards 

·· others for · God's sake. . The 
believer n~eds no intermediary 
or priest to offer these 
sacrifices for him or to stand 

. between him and God, for he 
has the -complete and perfect 
priest in Jesus Christ. to Whom 
he is joined through . faith. 
That is why the - New Testament 

... speaks of Chris tia;ns as being 
a kingdom of priests in 



again in 3:12 "In 'Christ we 
have boldness and access in 
confidence throiigh .our faith 
in Him". Thus_ every Christian 
has the privilege ·of . _access to 
God and of · standing in_ the 
presence of God. This is 
because our sins are blotted 
out from God's sight through 
faith in Christ's death. · There 
is. therefore no fear of wrath, 
the wrath of God's holiness, 
being visited on us, for 
although we are sinners, our 
sins have ·been forgiven; they 
are not accounted to us . . What 
was in Old Testament times the 
privilege of a few by_ way of 
symbol, to approach God and 
draw n~ar to. Him, is the priv­
ilege by way of reality of 
every believing Christim:i under 

·the New Testament. This . is 
because of the believer.' s 
relationship to Christ, · the 
one trtie High .Priest~ It is 
because we · are in Christ 
through faith · that we , have 
free access and" can boldly and 
confidently come · into the 
presence of ~he Father · and 
stand _ before H:jjn as His .. sons; 
and Hebrews chapter · 10 urges 

us to do so. We need no other 
mediator or intermediary than 
our Lord -J.esus Q')'.lris~ and this 
St . . Paul emphasised when he 
::;iaid ·"There is qne • • media tor 

_between God and men, . himself 
man, Christ .J esuE! (I Tim. 2: 5). 

In Cb.rist every Christian 
is a priest in the sense that 
every Christian has access 
into God's. pres~noe and may 
offer to God his sacrifice. 
This . access is not ours by 
right of .ourselves but is 
derived from our relationship 
to Christ. Our sacrifices are 
no longer material things, but 
are spiritual, the · sacrifice 
or worship of ~: thankful heart, 
a~d of an obedient life, and 
of acts of. kindness towards 

--others for · God's sake. . The 
believer nGeds no intermediary 
or priest to offer these 
sacrifices for him or to stand 

. between him and God, for he 
has the -complete and perfect 
priest in Jesus Christ. to Whom 
he is joined through _ faith. 
That is why the - New Testament 

. ., speaks of Chri~ tia;ns as being 
·a kingdom of priests in 
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·' Revelation 1:16 or a royal 
priesthood in I Peter 2:9. 
This is what is meant when we 
speak of acgess to God, of 
drawing near to Him. We need 
no priest ·but Christ. Conse­
quently in the Christian church 
there is no such officer 
corresponding to the priest of 
the Old Testament or the 
priests of the .religions of 
the world. The New Testament 
sp8aks only of Jesus Christ as 
priest, and never uses the 
term of Christian ministers. 
This is not accidental; for it 
would be a contradiction of 
the New Testament doctrine of 
every Christian having full 
accesR into God's presence 
through Christ, to speak also 
of a class of Christians who 
had a special privilege of 
appearing before God on behalf 
of their brethren. That is 
why the word priest in the New 
Testament is confined exclus­
ively to Jesus, He appears 
before God on our behalf. · In 
the New Testament Christian 
ministers are never called 
priests, but are called elders 

and overseers, for their work 

presence. This right is His 
because He was perfect, free 
from slli, and so Hebrews 4:14 
calls Him our great High 
Priest. A very important 
truth follows :trom the fact 
that Jesus is the one true 
High Priest -Who has offered 
the one ' true sacrifice for 
sins, and it is this, that all 
we wh~ are· Christians, we who 
are in Christ through faith, 
share His · privilege of enter­
ing directly into God's pres­
ence; we need no other priest 
but Christ. This is emphasised 
fr equently in the New Testa­
ment. For · example, Hebrews 
10: 21· ·calls on us to draw 
near. This is a reflection of 
the Old Testament language, it 
was the privilege of the priest 
to draw near to God, but now 
every Christian may draw nean 
Similarly in Romans 5:2 St.Paul 
reminded his readers that we 
have our access by faith, that 
is to say we may enter into 
God's presence through our 
faith in Christ; and again in 
Ephesians 2:18 Paul says 
"Through Christ we have our 
access unto the Father", and 



to God's presence wns to 
emphasise thG_holiness of God, 
c,xid· : to too.oh that sinners 
cannot come lightly into God's 
holy presence. This truth was 
·further symbolisGd by the way 
· the children of Israel pitched 
their . crunp as ,.·. t;hey journeyed 

· through the wildGrness. The 
priests pitched · their tents 
closest to the · rro.bernucle; 
next co.me · thG Levites; the 
rest of . :the · ·pe·ople pitched 
their tents beyond· the _Levites 
and the Scripture is explicit 
thnt this arrangement was to 
prevent the wrath of God's 
holiness consuming sinners. 
These · things wGr~ by way of 
signs, teaching th~t it wns an 
nweful privilege to have God's 
presence iri their midst. 

In the New Testament 
those Old Testament signs and 
symbols find their fulfilment 
in Jesus Christ. As Hebrews 
10:12 puts it "Jesus offered 
one sncrifiae for sins for 
ever". He is our so.crificE; 
He · is also our High Priest, 
the one who alone has the 
right to enter into Godts 

is to help their fellow 
Christians grow in the know­
ledge of God; their . office is 
not to stand betwGen the bel­
iever and God; and in fnct the 
.English word ·prie·st i,s simply 
n shortened word for 'Presbyte:r1' 
which means 'elder'. The: Old 
Testrunent concept · of someone 
standing in.the place of God 
was so foreign to Christianity 
that even the word itself was 
lo.st from· the language. · How­
ever, : in the Roman Cntholic 
church the concept .of n priestr­
hood is ago.in to be found. In 
times of ignorance the New 
Testrunent teaching that Jesus 
Christ is our only Priest was 
lost sight of and the concept 
of a human priesthood, so 
natural to the heart nnd found 
everywhere in non-Christian 
religions grew up ngnin in the 
Christian church · and is now n 
fundamental concept of Roman 
Catholicism. The New Testn­
mGnt concept that every 
Christiro:i through b:is relation­
ship to Christ is a pries~ and 
has the right of coming into 
God's presence is explicitly 
denied by the Council of Trent 



(Section 23 chnpter 4). Roman 
Cntholicism plnces between the 
believer nnd h is Hcnvenly 
Fa ther the organised church ns 
intermedia ry. For example, the 
Romon Cntholic is not allowed 
to rend God's Word without the 
permission o f the church, nnd 
even then he is not nllowod to 
rend the plain text of. the 
Bible ns God gnve it to us, 
but he must rend it with the 
c omments that the church ndds 
t o it. Similarly the Roman 
Catholic church does n ot allow 
the Christia n nccess to God's 
presence t o a sk .f or f orgivaiess 
of sins directly at the throne 
of God through prnyer, but he 
is taught thnt he can only 
obtain forgiveness through a 
priest in the s a crnment of 
pennnce. The Roman Ca techism 
states that this sacrrunent is 
so essential thnt 11 i t is 
impossible to obtain or even 
to hope for remission of sins 
by any other means". In this 
way tho church's institutions 
and so.cruments ond the churchs 
office bearers, the priests, 
nre interposed ns absolutely 
essen-t::tG. mediators between the 

course, ns the Bible itself 
points out, t h ese Old Testa­
ment sacrifices c ould n ot in 
themselves tnko nwny sin, they 
were only the· sign po in ting to 
our Lord Jesus's death for 
sinners, when He identified 
Himself with sinful mankind 
nnd underwent Himself on our 
behalf the penalty ond curse 
of sin. 

In a similo..r way the Old . 
Testnr.ient priesthood was a 
sign and foreshadowing of 
Jesus' Priesthood. The Old 
Testrunent priests were those 
who hnd the privilege of com­
ing near to God, to quote the 
Old Testmnent. There was nlso· 
a gradation in this privilege 
of approaching God's preserice. 
Thus the High Priest alone was 
privileged to enter . into the 
Holy of Holies, but only once 
a year. The priests might 
enter the Holy Place which wns 
outside the Holy of Holies, 
while the Levites ministered 
around the outskirts of the 
temple. The Old Testmnent 
makes clear that this gradation 
in privilege of drawing near 



ond al though these religions 
~.ro inndequo.te to . to.ke o.wo.y 
sin 9 when we judge them by the 
stando.rd of God 's Wor~ yet the 
sense of sin they reflect is 
true enough, .for it is true 
tho..t we a.re di so bedion t sirmGr's, 
estranged from God who is of 
infinite holiness. We connot 
stand in His presence in our 
own right. Something must be 
done to ntone for our sins nnd 
someone must be n Mediator 
between us nnd our Oreo.tor if 
we are to ho.ve nny rebtionship 
with Him other than that of 
condemnation. 

In the Old Testrunont we 
find that God Himself gave to 
His people o. system of sacri­
fices by which they could 
express their sense of sin and 
find n wny of forgiveness and 
a ~eturn to His fellowship. 
The Old Testrunent worshipper 
brought his sacrifice to the 
priest who took the blood of 
the sacrifioinl victim ond 
poured it out at God's "o.ltnr . 
In this vmy the sinner receive1 
the promise of reconciliation, 
ond his sins wore covered. Of 

Christion nnd his Heavenly 
Father . Indeed the pri ~ st in 
his ministry is regarded as on 
an equality with Christ. For 
example, a prunphlet circulated 
in Romon Cntholic churches in 
Sydney to encourage young men 
to offor for the priesthood 
entitled "Why not be a Priest?' 
states on page 9 "The priest 
is another Christ" ond on the 
srune pnge "If our Lord were to 
come upon earth in person to 

· administer the sacrament of 
penance ••. His sacred words 
would be no more effective 
thrui those ·of the priest · in 
the neighbouring confessiono.i", 
nnd ngnin "The Catholic priest 
is not merely a good man ·who 
is engaged in the preaching of 
the divine Word, he is more 
thon that ••• to us Catholics 
there is nlwnys divini~r hedg­
ing him round" and on pnge 20 
d.escribing the effects of ordi­
no..tion of n young man it stat.EE 
"He is o. priest for ever. No 
matter whnt cnlrunity he may 
meet with in after life it 
will not affect the spiritual 
chnrncter of the priesthood 
stnmped for ever on his souJ!'. 



This _ concept of a separate 
class of Christi,ans who have 
special privileges with regard 
to the things .of God is unknown 
to the New Testament and 
contradicted by the New Testa­
ment concept of our relation­
ship to God in Christ. 

Jesus Christ is the only 
Mediator between God and man. 
Apart from Jesus, New Testa­
ment Christi.ani ty kno.ws of no 

-other special class of priests. 
But through our relationship 
with Christ by faith, - every 
believer is a priest, with the 
privilege of coming into God's 
presence and - . of offering to 
God the sacrifice and offering 
of his life. Lot us then 
exorcise this privilege and 
obey the injunction of. Hebrews 
chapter 4 which r eads "Having 
then a great high priest, 
Jesus the Son of God .. -•.. let 
us draw noo..r with boldness to 
the throne of grace, that vrn 
may receive mercy and - find 
grace to help us in time of 
need". 

A sense of sin and of 
estrangement from - God is a 
universal human experience, 
Every religion has some . form 
or way -of atoning for sin and 
of appeasing the gods and of 
winning their goodwill again. 
Almost all religions have a 
wc..y of offering God a sacri­
fic e -or gift, perhaps a lotus 
flower, perhaps an animal, 

. -purhaps even a hummi being as 
in the religion of the Aztecs 
-of Nrexico, and in most of the 
~eligions of ancient civiliz­
ations. 

This sense of sin and of 
estrangement £rom. God also 
expresses itself in the :instit­
ut.ion o.f_ priests, that is to 

-so,y, persons who are go 
. be.tweens and mediators between 
the worshipper o.nd his God. 
Thus : sacriftce to . atone for 
sin, qnd a ·priestly co.ste who 
stand between the sinner .and 
God, is found in most relig~Ol1So 
Not that these religions 
copied from each other. The 
_truth · ·is tho.t the idea is 
natural . to the human heo..rt, 
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