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.A very interesting promise that Jesus nade on more than 
one occasion to his disciples and so to us who believe in Him 
is His words "Truly, I say to you. if you have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed you shall say unto this molll'ltain 'remove from 
here to there ' and it shall remove and nothing shall be 
impossible to you. Jesus was returning from the mountain on 
which he had been transfigured and as he came back to the 
group of disciples there was an argument going on between 
them and the Scribes. While He was away a sick boy had been 
brought to the disciples but they had failed to cure him. Now the 
miracles of hoaline associated with Jesus were signs that the 
Messiah was present. They were the things that the prophets had 
foretold tl~at the Messiah would do, and on an earlier occasion 
the disciples nad been sent out by Jesus on a mission to proclaim 
that the Kingdom of' God was at hand and to heal the sick. They had 
returned with joy; rel a ting how wonderfully they had been used 
to heal the sick and to cast out devits.. :aut not all who heard 
them had accepted their message that in Jesus Godls kingdom was 
present, and the scribes were doubtless arguing over the claims 
the disciples made on behalf df their Master , especially now that 
they had :failed to perform a messiani~ sign 4 On being informed of' 
what had happened Jesus exdiained to faithless and perverse humanity' . 
The disciples were included, a~d we also in this description of 
mankind, for these words of Jesus describe the race of' men of which 
we are a part, 1 0 faithless and perverse generation' - faithless 
because we lack any real concept of' God's sovereignty or of' His 
power, and perverse because although we believe in God, we do 
not glorify Hin as God , nor are we thankful, but we go our own 
::elf-ce:::-itred ways . With such an attitude , there is no possibility 
of experiencing the power of God in our lives or in our 
community. 

Th G father of the sick boy turns to Jesus with an appeal, 
"If you can do anything, l1.ave pity on us". It is plain that the 
man's faith had been shattered b y the failure of the disciples to 
carry out t he cure that he :'.lad ~1.oped for. It was not a. propitious 
si tua ti on for Jesus to reveal :-1is Messiahship through miracles 
which were signs of it . You may remember how when Jesus was in 
:·us hol:le tow:.1. of Nazareth h e could do no r.iiracles or mighty works 
there because of their deep-grained unbelief . His fellow 
to"msfolk saw Jesus simply as the carpenter. Without faith Christ 
cannot make himself' known to us. And so in reply to the father's 

cppeal "if' you can do anything, have pity on us" Jesus replied 
"What do you mean by these words 'If you can do anything'? Do you 
not know that ovGrything is possible to the man who believes.?" 
At t :·lis the f'a ther '1 s f'ai th flickered up aga:in, 11 I believe - but 
not enougho :·ielp me 11 h e said~ In. response Jesus took the lad 
and cured hir.1~ Here was proof positive that Jesus was the man 
of faith, in contrast to the faithlcios race of mankindo There 
was, then, one who believe d perfectly and for whom all things 
were possib]_e. 
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Afterwards, when they were in the house alone the 
disciples asked Jesus "Why were we not able to heal the boy? 11 

and Jesus replied in a very direct way; "because of' your 
little .f'ai t::.". We do not realise how small our faith is 
until s o me energency reveals its absence o A few months 
earlier the disciples had been caught in a storm on the 
lake and Jesus had rebuked then with similar words "Oh yo 
of little faith, why are you afraid?" We fi~-id it ::;o 
difficult to believe that God is in control of our circumstances 
and that we may trust Him, azld s~1.ould trust Hi~1 in everything~ 
We may think we are doing this, but when a crisis overcomes 
us, or perhaps our health fails or our circurastacces begin to 
dissolve, we are found to be of little faith. It was in 
this situation that Jesus gave this pror.1ise "If' you have 
faith as ouch as a grain of nus tard seed you will say to this 
mountain 1bo removed from here to there 1 and it shall 
remove and no thing shall be impossible to you n .- And our 
Lord repeated th.is promise at tb.e withering of t:'.:le fig tree. He 
Himself demonstrated this truth, that all things were 
possible to the man who believes, by healing the boyo And He 
gave His disciples, sh.own up to be Clraong those of' little faith 
and as belonging to tlLe faithless and perverBe generation (and 
we deceive d-lr3olves if we think we arc not included in t:his 
category) the encouragement that they might share in this 
power., For the promise is for us if ue believe, that no thing 
will be i.iapossible for us. "If you have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed~ you will say to this mountain :move from here 
to there' and it shall move and nothing shall be impossible 
to you." 

I-iowover, we must not seek faith sioply in order to 
removo nountains, for this shows that we have not really 
u.TJ.dorstood what is implied in the promise. It shows tb..a t 
we are still ·wishing to r.1a::.1ipula te God :for our own ends, 
good though we may judge these to be, nnd t:1.is is the 
attitude of' the faith.less a.t.J.d perverse humanity of which we are 
l:ynature memberso In actual f'act, faith does not remove 
moUI1tains. It never has reaoved any. Faith means knowing 
and approving the will of God, knowing his will through 
f'eJ .lowsl-:.ip ·with Him and approving it with all the in tc::J.si ty 
o:four nature. Thus, our prayers will be within the will of 
God, and so :faith will never lead us to pray for the removal 
of the r:1olll1tains of our owr. cb.oice . For example J cs us could 
have prayed for 12 legio11 of angels to rer..iove him f'rom the 
hands o:f the Jew$, but ho didn 1 t. ~-Ie could have prayed to be 
protected from dashing himself to pieces on jumping from the 
piruacle of the Temple. But he didn't. Faith moans knowing and 
approving the will of God, and praying within that wiJ_l. 
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The sublime example of the faith of Jesus was I-lis prayer 
to be saved from death. For half tho night He prayed in 
Gethse~ano and we may be sure that while h e hung for half 
a day on the cross He was in prayer to His father, because we 
read in ~-:ebrews chapter 5 verse 7 11 that i11 the days of I-:is 
flesh he offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying 
and tears to Him that was able to save Ein out of death j 9nd ~e 
was hear". From one point of view He was not saved out of' death, 
in so far as He had to m1c;lergo the physical death of the cross 
though he had prayed that were it the will of God He might not 
need to drink that cup. Yet He was saved from death in the 
fullest .1:1eaning, for He was raised tl;e ·third day. .And so the 
writer says that " He of'f'ered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears to HiE that was able to save Him 
from death and He was heard"-. It is interesting to note from 
this passage that it was through Jesus' faith and prayer that 
He was raised from the dead and therefore as the writer goes on 
to say, "He became the grou..11d of our eternal salvation 11 • \Ie are 
saved through the faith of Jesus Cr...rist which He exercised in 
tho days of His flesh. n e endured the cross and is now raised 
to God's right hand and has become the exemplar of faith for 
all of us ( Hebrews 12:2). 

But how do we obtain faith? How do we change from being 
faith less and of little faith to having tr~ faith of Jesus Christ? 
Jesus told His disciples when they questioned Him about the healing 
of t he boy not only that they had failed because of their lack of 
faith but he added "th is sort is only cure d t:1.rough prayer and 
fasting". Prayer is the ::ienns for growth i n foi th. Al though 
the word fasting is not in every manuscript, it makes little 
difference whether it is i n or out. For i:1 this context it 
sinply neans self' discipline in prayer, er:1Phasising th.at our 
prayers must bo real, and that when we pray to God we r..mst 
dscipline ourselves, our tine and our way of' living i n order 
t ha t we might pray with reality. 

Prayer is coming i n to God's presen ce and having fellowship 
with Hi r:1. Consequently, praye r to God cann ot take second place 
in our lives and still renai:;.1 real and true. That is why we 
must pray with self' discipli~1e, setting aside anything which 
hinders prayer. For since God is true, our fellowchip with 
Him must have top priority or we cannot have it in any real way at 
all. 

Prayer means observing a God-centred view of the worl~ and 
accepting God's scale of values, that is, accepting Christls way of 
life. If' we pray i n this way then our f ai t..11. will grow so 
th:a t at the time of crisis we will be living as men and women of 
faith and t he pro mise will be true of' us th.at all thinga aro 
possible to the one who believes; for we will know the mind of' 
God a:nd our prayers and a ctions will be directed in the line of' 
t h e will of God so th.D t no t h ing will be impossible :for us. 

-l~ ** **** ** ******~** 



" 

5/71. 4.3.71 

"THE PROTESTAI'JT FAIT"tl" 
is broadcast every socond Stmday 

at 9.05 p.a. over 2CH 

Copies of b~ese fortnightly broadcasts 
may be obtained ($2.00 per year posted), 
by writing to "The Protestant Faith", C/-
20~-I , York Street, SYDHEY. N.S.W. _gQQQ 


