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(I) 

T o-day is Tri1:i ty Sunday and 
our attention is particularly directed 
to .. ,:o charac tor of God wl:o is not ~ 

.,i. ;pl c sinc;lo ~1 ti ty, l:Jut is a f\~llow­

:...ll: p 'vi thi:i .:irns olf. Wo ol.:rsol vos aYe 
.::o·:.sc lc.u of' j,'I' rable q::;pocts :.n our 
u"·r.. riatu.:i:'eC', ".1c1. a: 01.!J.~ C1inkin[;. our 

1J!~1..· ~n ti ry _ OT'. :H :. •• ~; 

a~ m:di~~ rontin~uC 

yet H.'.' r0rn::ii 1 

ld. we ar0 not 
t:..:i ~T. bu::; ~· -.. 

or.~a. :!.sod uc1.:_ -'-:,. o::c r~.·.;J. ~-1~ing ano: 
c:~ ~hougl1 we hcc.rc d:::..Lf'~rc:it. c:.5p~c-::s of' 
01.u~ cor1.sci0usaoss. .....nd th•3 unity o!' 
.-oC. ~ ... s simi.!.2i.·. yet ·1orc p:::-ofow1C:.. 
Uit~i~ £io t~erc ar~ ~ot ~o~cly th~oo 
;.~ .. jJ ... ··ts of beings out -;:;;irco r::odos or 
_;:>0rsons. if you li'~o to :!.s thr.t tcr1.1 . 
wno r emai n one i:: .:-tr. ir..-L.c.u··..:: organiauc' 
tmi ty. 

This is GoC.:.·n 
hG.s rcvee!lcd Hims0Lf' to us. We would 
iwvcr h ave rcali::;cd this apart f'ror.1 
Re v el a ti on; but £lOW that l~o h;:s 
rove~led it to us: wo oxpcrionco GO~ 
'1S Trinity when we know God the Father 
who cree.tcd us; an.d tho Son, J ,:sus of' 
Nazarc t . , uho hnvir:g beco :·10 o no of' us 
died for us, so that W G ·who arc Eis 
died in Him to si~'l and its condemn.~ t­
ion and ros e again i!l ~:L .. ~or e tcr!lity, 
and reign with Hirn; <::id tho Holy 
Spirit who indwells us ~~d guides us 
and transforms us into tho charc.cter 
of' Jesus. We experience and know the 
one God in these three modes or 
persons, cc.ch of' whom we k21ow as the 
true and only God . 

Thero arc ::iany p~ssages of' 
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S·--rifJ°tl.l!"_, ~vi.~0"1 :'ofJ_....:t...-::, Go·:l· r: 01 ::.1,c.G c'-':-
.. ~.> Ti .!.I: ·_ -:.~r _ bu_ C ~:o:'1c f'.'.)::_-jl.C.J.1t: J" '· 

.300 1< o~ tl::..) :l..;v..:' n·!iJ·-: 
Tl1_ uoo"· 

-~-· ~·13 :/o~ k ... '.O~ti ~ ~om~os~~ ~~ V1Ll~0: J 

"fi°J.1_ ...: l! : r ! ··~ -cl-i '.r b~ .... ~flb1g a~ f-:_.t_;~ _ Ji...~-~ 
. . 

L•_.:.;i::nt; J..~; t'J t'C ::..~c,_1 :1ci _:_r: 
o::. · 1 

• ;,.__' ~:LL:1.g o:i~ t;!i-.. .Jib ... _~ 

,.. 
1.C .. '.~6.z.._. ->C i!r!.l.")l~ c: .. :; -:..!.~c! ~-.!..l 

·.;-:. fS :_ ou • .- i!.1:.gery 

_,_ l 

" "; · i:::. 4 .)_ ·p .:' • tl cl by tl'... C<::; t J.f 
t'-1...-._:..:. · r:r; o-:: t1:,...'l 

con~5iG.0r the vi.sio~1, 

._, 

~ ,, ..... .._ -
v ............. 

l1-; ~ lt.S 

c . t -:p ~ ...::.~s l: , ~ , G cr1G. 7 ~ T~·1c ··:ri to::::-
,-;:. "\rc;i r~ v-i.c io::-1 o [' ... !.c .. l"\ 7 C'n: 
t~1~~G" J-:0 SC(;~ 1!.. l tl1r o:-1c :-

t!K. f' ir s t­
ror'.1 .::..n cl.ir..r; u..; 

tllc::: :;l~,' b-:s i c f nct o:f ti:c u...'1.iv0 r .so :;_3 

Go d ru-2. •s. Tl te::-. he SC:..JS o n~ 

s ::. t. '.::2. n t; 0 !1 tl.c th:-"on.-:; i:c glo:::- .i, Th.._, 
th.ron.o ..:_,, s urrow1 d od b y ·th._ thrones 0:::' 
God ·s poopi o ~ ~•d b y t he cro~t~ c 

l.!..."'livc rsJ~ ro p ro s oat0d oy t h o four 
livi ng c r ontur' o s .. The c ii.,~p tur con c l ude s 
wi th c. son g o f pr .::1.ise f r o m t~10 whol e of 
c ... ...,-:ti on t 11 ~:/or thy ~.rt ""'llou our Lord 
c:..'1.d our God~ t o r o c o i v c t h o glory t:'.Ild 
:i.o n our n.."1.d pow er~ :for T~i.ou hnst crc n od 

!all things o.nd through thy will t h oy 
wore n.nd wore created". Go dis Cre ator 
n.nd Rulero This is the first lesson of 
the vision, but as the write r looks 
c..Ylothe.r vi o ion is supe r-imposed,. Ee 
secs Jesus in the midst o'f: tho throne 
in the form of a l~mb who h~s bee~ 
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In t'.is w~y tli.o wri tur un or-
Jivi:-18, 

LW.12...'1.' 

fro;: 

ll:!1cs t:1e :f~ct t::c.t ,Jc..;st:n is 
s!l'"'.rL g i~ t:w tiiro.:ic, -:.nd y t 
of' the tri'.Je of Jud.:::.~-- , C:.asccndod 
D~vid. t:Cc l"l::;:ib wL.o ... -~.:i.s C:.i.cd for 
an.cl yet w:i.o is dcscri:lGd :-_s t::o 

::1c?l, 
Lio:-.~ 

:f'or :.o h~s ovorcor..,-.. 
sc~s t~~ pr su~cc or 

T"..-.· wri tar ·.ls 
t __ ;: -~.cly Spir:..t 

:.s sovo:-~ s t<:!rs ir:. t.:1c 11t·_--:::. o::.' t:1u L-11:i:,; 
'.:.\!' <i t:1c so.::1g o.f' tno s...: -.ro u::C tl1 . t.:ro:.-:1.-
0·" ::;.od c:!C'Jif,'OS fr:1.:! p:::--:.isi.:..~~ God for 
er Ge. tior.. to pr<:'.isi: t"; ~:ii:-.: :for s-~1 Y''. tio>., 
T:4c wri tci~ G1.-~'.rs t ~'-' wor::~s w; o~ thy ..:_:o; 
thc..• L.:.r::·.., tl1--.t ~l'l.S ··J~.:0..1. sl"L-: t rGc'"'iV' 
t:·a power 2-.l.(: ric ~.cs .:::.-_c.'. w::.sctor;J ~:...:.c.l 

• .• ig;1 t ......:1C:. :,c;,:iou.::- ;._:.d glory --:.::C: iJlcss­
i::r: : '" cJ. vvcry croc. tad t~:L."; w11.ich is 
i.1.:. t!1c ;~ . ..; --:vc:-i -_~ .~ o-- t:~o \.;:·;.rtl1 
lL"1d"r tho c"rt~: :::::ld or:. t::e so::: <> .. nd 
thi::c;s t:·i..---. t c.rc iz:. t'c.cr:! 1 -.o·crd I s::.yi. ., 
i:-.;-to .:ir:: t:~at sits o:_ t 4

_c t:1ronc ~ .. r" 

u..'1.to tr~o L:-'..r.1b oe t~~c blessing ---.nd :; __ ,) 
i:.onour Qll.d t:«e clory r'.:::1d tho c:omi:r;io;;. 
f or ever Cllld cv..;r . " Crcc.tio:i s~y.s 

/,.r.i-.:n 0...1.d Goe 1 s people 
wors~ip . Thi s is t~c 
~s 110 arc t o imnc-i;-:o it 
moment . 

s co:1c of hcc..vor: 
~ t t:'l.e prose~-: t 

In tl o next chapter tli.e sco.::lc 
ChwJ.gos from hoaV0.\'. to e.::-.rt:t. as e:c 
s ec. l s o f t ho book of t:i.!o world~ s 
des tiny a r c opene d. F irst we •;ec f'our 
horse s nnd t h e i r ridcrs 1 tho four 
t:orscmen o f t ho J po c cl;ypse who rep rcse:-1 t 
tho f'o ur-f'old char~ ctor o f tho world :::.s 
we expe rien ce i t. The fi r st ride s o~ 

t ho whi to h or o ; :i. . c hn::. ~ bow i n hi s 
h and nnd a crown on h is :!:lcf'..d , and goes 
forth conq u ring and to con~ucr. }o 

l 
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rcpr( so;:: ts t!1e: 
D:'-:.'~. c ,..f:10 
1•11uOI,is 1t ~ 

111-:othor of' 
t: c swullL1g -.rr:> (S::'..!1C0 -
tL.o tyr::-:::- t :cing w:10 tr2.i.:plos 

D.:'.. tio.·.s u: .cior hir;: or of 
busi: ossn::!:. who s ·1c.::.lows 

tLu tyr:.:_-t 
up :::ll the 

rest.,, Go1..\-,i~1or.:."'1.g hur:-F" ,::._ ty i::; c~.~:;_~~_c­

tc.risod by it_ PriQ0 ! ::rrog::'..!<co. s0ll'· 
l.Ssr.rtio:-: ~ T:1c scco::-.c: i1orse: ir.; rue: 
·..:1d t!-w oxplc.n«:tio:! is glvo_ t '.::t --'-­
st~_:lds :for t.v uY;.nity by wLic> .. i-..'.t­
fi; it ".('".inst Or!..:• .7.not~l.l)r 2.:1.d w'·ic't '1:::s 

t•Ti t t•'I: tt . ...:· s orry t.· .:i c o.f Wl.rtJ .lr')i.! t 1,J 

,l-_c k . -~W crs('nl..1. Lc..s ._ p .i ol' 
scl.lc.s -:.:·.cl h1..' :is ·: tr~.ri....r ·:.ncJ. is s.:?llinv 
the co1 ~~odi tics wii.ic!: sus t:J.i"1 lif'o l. t 
f;;-_ t..,_stic2lly hi,-;h prices c.:id he- is 
t<~k · .1r; sp0ci~.1 <Xli'O of' t:le: luxuries .,-;: 
li;'- _ .. c st.:tnds :101~ t .. _c covctousl'.1<..:GS: 
'~:-.'! "'..V~rico 8.:cl t~:._ cro;:: d SO of' to·· 
f'our.d i r. ~--L·.;-:.1 r..:.l<l tio:-:sl:ip > c..n.d ti10 
f'ou.i. tl:. :-. rso is -. pal" g r oo:.-_is:_ .<;roy -
t!.0 colour of: -:. corps o . It stands for 
d<~1t:_ w·lici.: .. is tl.1.0 end of' 2.11 htunill-:. 
c.--:~u.::vour w!-..icn lo:--.vcs God out. J~pr:.rt 

f'rOLI Go c: 2.ll is Vc.Y"d ty !• it h.::s :-10 

i'uturo ~ for d "I. th tukos it r:ll a.w<J.y; 
b•t in Christ ot.:.ri~bour is not i~ vain. 

'.ll1.on tho f if' th s c <\l of' tho .Jook 
of' Dos ti::y is oponod there is Cl visio::i 
of God's people, pors cutcd but 
patiently enduring tho day of God's 
~r!lvntion. This vision reminds us thnt 
Chris tia..J.s, if :fai thf'ul to Godj must 
.::!Ilticipntc persecution and suf':fori...~g~ 

even m" r tyrdom in this life, just as 
Christ suffered. We oust not reg:u-d it 
"S someth;::ig strc:lngc; but it is not t~10 
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(5) 

Tho 30<'..l b ~.; Y, T • 
..L--J.,,' 

gou..lct;'>noss ~. :nd l'lro-~c; c::.:.c~ wnich .Ls 
rn[1l. <111 <:!.Spo.::.'t uf' tllc Ft'OC.(mt ·vo:..~ .:..ct 

is tho ~ufforine 0£ Chri3tinns o~ 

c~L~uln~ ~s of s~~ioty: dopi·~-d by 

... _,. 

f'j_,. ~ ~ :fi ..... r-c sc<'..lci ~ ... ;0:10 c--_i.-: 0~ :. .. :110 t111"' 1 
j d,·~1·cn:; "'~~l ~ • . ~'!.., c; .. ·v -...-~ or · .. ll-t;Il ... 1_..) . iln ~ 

t'1 · :c· ngs of the 0J.rt~- Q:"'~d c'ie p_ inc.JS 
'"!-11. ,.. ~1~c gL;::cr~.-,::; ~d -t. ... c ri cl1 c.nd ·L:_'-.; 
. ~ :--or..g <U-:d c v · ry ~~ .!. .. _vo ;.:-;.C. "'" ... ::-~· ::'Ye:·· 
:i".~ !-.;_d thoi:•-=;0.L vo c- i!l ~ho cc:."'.r ::::; ~d 
ti• ·-· ro c~cs of e1c r.10ur. t:!:i.:-:s c.::-:d ~-- ov 
Lu ti:.o mo<L1 t.:.ins ~'?1.d t :.o 
U :J :.:n.d hide us .fr...;170 t:_-J 
tr•·· sit~ o~ t:.c th:;.·ono 

I':-'.c:.; of' 
:-.:!d. f1~0:i1 

_, . 

s ~y 

0 .. 

wr:.:: ti1 of' t~'.J Ln1:1b) f'or tl-io g1:-...:..._ t d...._y of' 
tho:i r wr2. t :! ..:.s come ::.,.J.d who i;. c.hlc to 
::; t.'"U1. d .. f, 

!Jut 2.S t!Lo judgr.:-::m t PYO r:c0ds tl1 . 
vision returns to :icnvo.'.:1 .-..;1d ,,. ..... r.c·c 
God 1 ~ providcntinl sJ.lvntion protcctin~ 
His people in the dny o:f jucgr:1~:i. '~ u L.1 
nn~cl with n grcnt sucl is dir~ctcd ~a 

impress n dis tinguis~iing :;erk on tl1u 
foroho~ds of God!s poop.lo so thnt th~y 
m'!y be snvod in tl"!0 dc.y of' jud,;ne:n t 
All arc scnlod, 144~000, tho nwnb~r 01 

compl0tion. Hone a.re lost; ns Jesus 
said during his ministry, no-one c2..1! 

pluck us out of his father: s hands. h.S 

we put our fa.i th in Ei@, God sc .. ls us 
with His seal ns His for eternity. The 
wri tor now ocs n 1-.:.ugo crowd~ b 1 yo;id 
counting 1 made up of people from every 
nntion nnd tribe and ro.co ~d language, 
struiding before the throne .'.l!ld before 
the Lamb, clothed in white ro cs n.nd 
with palms in their ha...'"lds, singing nnd 
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pr· . .'...si:i.g God f'or s:: l '"~tior:.~ :~o '1.Skb 

;>..1..: 2.s told. .vho t'•0y r ~prosc!l.t, They 
:lrt.; C~ ... riGti.'.'JlS W .o ·1~VC °Lleon '~V..:C:. 

thro U{"~l Ch::-i.s t. ;'They h~ve WQ.Shod tl10ir 
::.~ol.1es ~1.c~ l:i'.-ic.lo th m w:1itc in the b.!.ood 
a.' th\] L2mo, Thorcro--·e -:ro they l> •:fo :--..: 
-=~~e c:L .... On.c of God a....d ~-' l) _,. r;o:-vc Ei1:i 
c'.-:.y ::...-i...l .1it;Li.. °'"'l :~:f:. tC:T!P~- Th:..::; :'...: 

QT!''?r _,_c •.;f pie tu:~~ Ol.­

;'L '"}y .'.)~1jcy 

1n.n:ger ro 
.113::: -t-~1.:r 

3..:, 

11orc 
sl:<'.::. .!. 

! lt'-- ..s 1L-: s tr1 .Lk.._' up0:1 -!:!1om !I ncr ~J.:.y i~ 2 .. ~Lt~ 

fu ";,1., L~mh 1:h..:.ch i.< .. ir~ t:i.10 :::id.st o" 
.;l.e tL.::.-on-:::J r:"l1--:.ll 0u their Ghep!:-, ..... :::'d 'l::c:. 
sh<::.L:;_ gu::.cto '.;ho~n u.-ito t he f ount::!.ins o.:.~ 

rh0 1,Q."t-...::::-s of' 1 ;_i.~"u lli1.c~· God. sh~.Ll w:'...pc 
:.~-.~ ... ~~ .. c .... v._::)r tu i.:l."" fro"n thoi:i.."" cy : s.' 

In t!lcse chapters 
we >nv o t:10 pie turo of' rc:-'..li ...:y :-lS it 
now is: the world vit:. :;..ts -~rror,-m.ce: 

-;.r:c.. tyrrar.ys :. ts qu:-i.rrolling x1d r;rocd 
<:.;--:cl donth7 thC> C~tristian~s ca.llinc to 
bu f-:1.:!.th~ul c.nd patient; Go d~s juagi,:0~1t 

-:.nd. r~o d:s snlvnti on -· which iG his c"wn 
prosc:icc wi ~h ~1is po o p l co Aa we .sec 
tl10 worlC. a.s i t is end ~s we ex_()oricncc 
it~ tho wri tor woul d :t-.nvo us alw8.ys 
rcnombor God who nev e r changoso Go d tho 
Crea to r reigns; Chris t t h e Saviou r h~s 

o vorcoae und shares i n th.et r e i gning 
cuid i i s peopl e reign with Ei m aro tmd 
the t hrone of Gode Thir dly, God t hrough 
His Spirit i s in f e llowship with His 
p oop l cJ s caling the m a s His, pres rvi~g 
the m in the midst of suffe ring nnd jud g­
mc n t , wiping a wa y e v e ry t ear in ten d r 



fol ows 1ip. 

'l'rini ty SWldny 
refresh ours el vcs in t:10 
God in wh.01;1 ' o bolicvo. 
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