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No histboidah 1l factt off thee fitstst century ks better known tham thee diff-
ferenoe thatt existeell between)éws and Gentilég. No claiim off tiee New Testamserit
ks better known tham tiee claimn thatt thiss difféeencec was done away "in Christt'.
The clearestt statement off thiss ctairnm ks i the Epistide to the Colossians: which
speaks off ‘'thec new miardiing, whict ks being msalle afresth im the image off itSs creatwry,
and i which theree cam be no guestiom off Gredk.and jw, clmumeised and uncimumcdised,
barbariam, Scythigm, shves, ffeeman: butt Christt ks alll thatt mdtters" (3:10),

Thiss new humanity, im whicth alll nationall and culturall différencess aree
nom-existent), ks altoo descrided as tiee body off tihe ritenn amd glorfiéted Christt.
As; the New Testamverit lookss att realityly, thiss body off Christt s nott inn tiee fihad 1
analysiss am historidah 1 body att alll, mughlésss a miare comtirmuation), om tiee
historidahl [evedl, off a natiomall body likée aldd Israel;l. Forr itt does nott belomg
to the cldd weatedl orderr, but to the "new Creationt (Gall. 6:15)) which was
imaugurated by Ctirists s resunectioon fromm thee dead. The ressurrectioon was tie
entramce off tiee humanbody and fléshh off Christt intdo the realhm off etemmall spiritit
(Bom, 1:4), 1 Tim. 3:16, 1 Peter 3:I8)), and itt followss thatt the new creatioop, off which
He ks the fitsbfriitsits, belomgs alteo to thiss realdm. kt ks & siirtoedl realityiy. |
Thiss does nhoth, off courss, meean thatt ikt s unreall. On the contamy, itt belomgs ftwo thes
worltl off ulttinatee realityty, for God Himself ks spiriti t. Butf, fn terms of Paulds
descriptioon off the universes, the church (which ks the hame he givess to the Rew
makdint i Ephesians and Colossitars)) belomgs to thatt regiom callédd "tiee heavanly
places!" (tha_epourania),, where alsso Christt ks enthroned att God's rightt hand in
etemmall powesr and gloyy (Eph. 1:20-23). To say thatt thee church'ss reall existenww
ks i "tHee heavanly plates?" ks nott tw say thatt itt has no conmedtion witthowrr presemt
lifefe or our presemt churches. fustt as Christt Himself, who ks att God's rigpht hand,
cam dwelll inn our heartss by faitlth, s» tiee new maankkindl, which ks where Christt ks, can
be imtibnatdelly conmeatted witth bodies of mun on earthh. A church om eartth mwgy nott
appear to have thiss character of the hew maankikind, or tw be the body off Chrisgt, but may
appear umeven or even dividéed inn the eyes off men; justt as am imdivdided 1 believerr may
hott aspesar two hiss meighbour tw have Ghristt im hiss heart), because off his imperfections
and sings which aree s» obviows. Newartheless, the trogee character of a logall church,
likke the tmee character of am imdiwviddied l Christidann, may welll be thatt character which
Christt froom Hiss thronee imparts fo ftt, rather tham wint itt appears to be in the eyes
off mven, To the dividéel and sinflil church att Corintth Paull wrote:: 'y aree tihe body
of Ghristt" (IL Com. 12:27).

Thiss sontt of paradox confronitss us att every turmn imthiee New Tostanwent, and
Rott lesstt i the lide and growth of the churehes, The new madikindy, tiee church im
the heavanly placss, knows no distinatibron of jew.orr Gentilés, and itt enmtirehly tramscends
the comstitutionn and the histboyy of ol Fsraesl. Yett, om the other hand, thee writorss
of the New Testamveritame preoccupied witth tiee problem off jewish-Gentilée diifferences-~
witithin thee Christiann churches, and are furr ever drawing attentiopn te thee commections
betwesh Christidnn believerss and old Israel;l. :

: kt ks the speclall purpose of thiss lectirec to examine i some detail thiss
Eosaaiheaoalerhior witth the: relstionn between beliewings fews and Gentiless im tie:
writinggs off thee New Testamment, particuldubyly those off Stt Paull and St Luke,. How do

thes inspiptedd writerss account for the distinotibisis between Jewisth and Gentilée Christtanss,
wihich, _dggpitée theirr onemess im Christt, dividéel them, im some respectsy, intbo disttictct
d@ﬂml‘rﬂn ("‘mﬁ? 5

“ISBAEL AND THE GENTILES. |

kt may be as welll ko sett outt att once am outilnee off the gemeral poditiom
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gopted im thiss Jecttwee im regamil tr Jsraetl and the Gentiless im the savi
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off two oppuosite: positidngs, both off which,, im my osinionp, ame mistaken, ‘though LT
nott equmlly misteden., On the: ome hand theres iss tiee peositibon off diepensation-- :
allsmn, as represented by the Schofieltkd Blee forr instance;, (thatt iss, by the

'Schofieldd' partt off the Schofieldd Bibied)) which accords littiéle or ne signiffdancee

to the presence off beliewingg fewss im tie: New Testamerit churches and relegates: alll

thee Oldl Testamwent promiises about the: restorationn off Israebl tw a period] which is

stifl 11 futtiree im 1961, On tie other hand is thee more usuall view which regards

alll Christtanss ag comstittitings the: new Israetl im thits present age, and which

therefore reférgs the gomﬂses mate concerning Israetl im the Ol Testamsent to the
Qhnistican churdh, 1 my judgemernit, neittierr off thess views represents tie positionn
off Stt Paull and tiee other New Testanvent writepss. Unlikee the greatier heretitss off
antiquityty, the expomerits off these two positionss aree wrong i what they affitimyn, butt
rightt i wiat they deny,. The Schofieldd positionn righithly denies thatt thee distihctiviero
fewisth promises ~ apartt thatt ks floom the: svintuab ! promiises off tie: Abralhamic comwenarit~
are imheritédd by Qhristidnss gemerallyy. The other viewy, howersr, righithly deniess thitt
God'ss promiises to Israebl have to waitt forr the millenitw or Jatbrr twbee fulfiffedlcd. What:
neittiarr itionn alldwss forr, butt what [ believes tp be the teaching of the New Testament,
ks thatt 'ss distimotivieve promiises tw Irackl aree im e New Testamvert fulfiliedded; nott te
alll beliewerss, butt to fewisth belioverss who comstittitde thee restoreell remmarit off Isvael:!:

and thatt Gentilée believerss ame the imheritdpss off other promiises altbgethery, thatt isp, tho

promiises muatle im the Oldl Testamsert to the: natiomss who should come t Israet's's lightt.
These two setts off promiises, though distinctct, ares closelyy relatédd, andl arec Both firialyLy
transfigavedd bna new discléseree of God's purpeses, nameély thatt botfh Israebl amd the
Gentiless shouldi losee alll theirr distibativienesss im the one new mam which willlbkes
SRA-proguct P e salyahiann of Ged i Ghrisst. ; 0

Lett me statee thiss positionn dwre fullly. Idn the Ol Testamvent, Israedl
was chosen by God tm be the imsttomment off Hiss willl amwong the nationss. Itds taskc was
o be & royall priesthiood (Bx. 19:6), and to declaree God's name and glorgy amug
thes Gentiless (s, 96:1-3)). Asssucth, itt was the servantt off thee IORD, amd alll Isyaebl-
itéess were commeiedetlc be fehovah's witmesses;, to telll the nationss thatt besidke Him
theree Was Ro God and he savieutr. They were bearers off God's proclammtion: "Look unte
e and o ye savdestlll the ends of the earti” (Bsp. 43000011, 4512). -

Wen Isseet L came under judgensant forr her disobedience fo her dilwhae
veeatiber), e prophets forsttndd & restorationr of istger! Whem Rer outeastss wotld be
gathered, jeruswiée establishied! ‘agai with & gleryy suFpassinyg the days of David and
Solomon, ol the Temple & centrec of puire worshig. kt ks alongsidle these promiises .~
o 15egetl thatt we fihdd prophecies eoheerning e stHer RAationss. o seme of them, +
Gentilde pationss are seen as enemies off Israebl tobes subjugzted. Butt i otherss,  °°
Garitiléss come, likke the Quesroffthieo South, as willinigig guppliamtss to do homagete ~~:
the greatt kings and to bringe theirr giffsts (o thee eityy of Ged. e hkitedrsh #8ive -
to thy ligabt, and kingss tr the brighthess ofthyy Fsiigg. ! Againi, thereigrec promises
which say thatt ﬂinsali‘emdl@ im Jenusaiém willl bp;ﬁéfpen forr the ?xyercss gff aﬂ;ffnmm%éh
"Ny peoples gha and say;> Cofie y@ and fett de g0 up ° FRetiEaTh > LORD,
(09) tmephggig off tﬂé@-(ggd off ;?aat%m aﬁ@lyh@ ?vﬁ&wl t‘@a@h% gff HisS Ways, and we Willl wWalk
im hiss patifss: for outt of Ziom shalll go forehh thee Jowy, and thee word off the LORD froem
drapisaieen (Ted,, 2233), Or agaim, "Vem, manypeoples and stnomwge nationss shalll come -
o sseetihelIBRD off Hostss im Jertsaléem, and to intreatt the Faowraftiece LORD, Thug:
gaithh the [ORD of Rests: . these days ikt shall eomfe 0 pass, thatl tah #idh shanl
takes holtl, outt off the lamguages of thee natiomss, shalll even takes holttl off thes skirtt off
him thatt iss a fewy, sayineg, We willl go witth you, for we have heard thatt Godids witth you"
(Zech,. 8122223)), * I : =
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. : ALl these picturess show Isreetl ass a lighbt to the Gentiléss, and

¢ d's H@t’ﬂ@%@ﬁf of salvationn fr e ends of e earhh (Baz. 49:6). Israepl
and the Gantiless willl remwin distiictot, though drawn together im a cormuwrsalvationn,
and vesrshipping att thesame Temple, Istaebl even them retizinss her rolée ass a kinge-
defn 6ff pricatds anoig her nelghbours. “Strangerrs sthalll standl and feedl your fldckss,
and afierss shalll be your plownsenand your vimedressers: . But ye shalll be namedhee
Fleetds of thee JORD: fieh shalll ealll you e mipisteass off our God: ye ?hanl eatt e

ity off ke Patiorns > and imtheiEr glogy shall ye beast yowrselves" (Eaz. 61:4.5)).

]
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; ! Thiss Folée off Idrgapl ae Foyall priestHood and servamtof! the LORD, and
thizs eording off the Gentiléss to findd siv@tioon im Jerusalény, formm thee basiss off the

Ne St Qa0 - oL, 5 4 23 : o d, s 4 S
i T propre) e gt , e i e o apioal, i te
of e Hatibnt, but i the Femnart of fewist believerss of whomthe twelie apestibes
were te roundution meewbers,  The cofing of the Genltilbss ko thee lighbt which went
forERD front fc—{r’{}’sﬁléﬁﬁl Was alkee fulilletlod i the mdny Gentliée belibvesss who responded
‘ b e Rgb%b@ b?@uglﬁﬁ tho them by mvermbersofl thatt fewisth remmant, = In the miinds off
Pabl and He ether New Testammant writkess, the sdivadtook Isreetl andthee. salvation
£ 1?5& HEeS YiRre i{%@ distihect aspeets of We gospel programine, But though
St s Were iftinfatelyy eonheeted Wit one anoti, and imdesd botfh were on-
preeesses throughout the New Testanverit peribed. ;
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, kt ks hamiiféer us today te realizeéc how completely dependentwere the
\Gerdtiest He s e e work of @ izatior.  There ame no Genttilee apostisss,
he ithde fizslonaries, and ne churches of Guniliée foundation s far as we cam se®
jin the New Testanmait. The Twelve, Paull, Barnabas, fames, Sildss, Apollbss; Amtiromicus,
and M'asss, any who have a titlele tw be callédd apostide, were jews to a mmn, nott to
Arertion the apesHbss wiumPaull eaflddd faldeo apostless jm §I Cor. 11:13.  Nor do we
krew of any ehureh wWhich dil Rett ewe ids foundmtion and the filstst ordering of itgs lifée.
fr fewiseh apestibes. Thiss iss pott am accidmtt: itt ks a theologicall necessityy. Salvatiom
ke of e fkavs, and far fropn e s having been rejectéad fn the gospel dispensatioen, itt
wiss Gudl's willl and promiise thatt fkaves shouldl be the stewards off tie gosvel to the Gentiléss
WR the pattertn of thibegs wWhich ks presledtias im te New Testamerit,

WER :

t ks aleo safke o smy thatt theres ks no concaption of miissionary wark im
the New Testamsant which dees nott have as itdés aim the sahvativon of Tsraetl as welll as the
Salvatiban of the Gendléss.  These wiuse taskk it was to preach t tie jowss looked farr
the gajyatiban of the GeHibIkes {o foldav 19 3 forcordiigd eoprprapsasec(Aats Holkl, b)).
(Patil, whe wess the speeiall avestido fr the Guntlidss, always preached to the fesws i any new
Gy fikist, aid fumHearnere he Jooksdl upeR hbs eVuisdizing of W GuHtibes 8 & Aearins of
precipitstiige the full comversion off Israetl (Rom; 11:13,14,25).  The idbm off a Gentile:
CERLP which was not grown from a jewisbh roott, nott onlly soiritually:but visiblyly, s entire~
é%’, foraben o Whe theology and praeficec of missions i the New Testanmvart, howswer stranges

3s may scem to us today. ) Rs

i fn praetites, the relationn off the Gentiless to [Sraebl foumd expressidnn im
the diffépannt ways im the New Testanmwnt Firstst, therec was the relbtidon between the
Jevusziénm church amd alll othemr churches. Botih im Paullss theught and im Lukes.s, e
Yerusalem chureh represented and embboidd the Festored! ramiarit of 1damalpl, whide dhe churcnes
BPSedl represented and emibdiidd the sailiationn off the Gentildss. Thiss may stiké&e us
E%O@ﬁ 3¢ I SemRrBIpReats st arlikkisiol synhediism, sineee we know theree were gome jews
. 5 meeinbetshipoft most if nott alll off the churches abroad. Butt itt ks a typicaldy ..
Hepraic way of thinkingg, amd Paull certainiyty takess itt very serioushyly, kt was mdtter
of vitéhl importance thatt thes Gentiléss should! acknowiletipe thatt they were berdficirivss off
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te> spintdahl blessinggs off Issaetl by theirr finecigil contributiong to the ferusaiéen
churcth. (Rom; 15:28)). . ‘ L

There was another way; however, hn which the game relatiwship was expresseel
att the locsll levedl., Each Gentilke church had it$s nucleus off jewsy, or att lesstt Gt
had it$s fewisth apostiée and hiss colléagties thiough witom the word of God had besan
mddiated! to itt. Such fews didd nott becontegd absorbed intbo the locall reebaoehip
thatt they lostt theirr distimetiVeve cdharacter. They remadinel), espediallyy the founding
apostids, as repmesenting the royall reilbaeidod mimistenhos salavation o the Ganléss.
"Godl's grace has mable me a miimisterr off Christt fesuss to the Gentiléss', writess Paull.
"My priesthly serviceo is the preachimg off the Gogpel off God, and itt fallsls to me f
offésr the Genmtids:s to him as am acceptable sacrifitese, corseciated by tie Holy Spladt!
(Roms 15:16)),, :- Paull s fulll comscious,; howenver, thatt thiss rolée and digmityy off thee
fewss cam e miisused, and was im factt being misused by. some feawvss i the Gantlide
churdtives, The places off thes jews;, though theologicallly signifidantit and of greatt
practiceil usefulbressy, must nott i any wisee depress the statlss and digmityy off the
Gentilde beliewerss thiemselves, for God had revealed two the: apostibss amd prophets thatt
thes Gantiless were sharems om equal terms inn the blessingss off salwatidop.  Thiss myystery..
nott previouslyy revealed didl nott abolisbh the long-sttaiding Okl Testamwont plattitee of
Isroed't's nolde i the salvativen of the Gentlléss, but ktt showed thatt ties purpose behimd
itt alll was two createc such am ultidastee unityy off Istaebl amd the Gaerntiless i Christt thatt
thee resultsntt body wwuld be nothinyg lesss tham a new creatibmn off meamikind,  Thiss unityy
was im itds fulll sense eschmtologicesil, but ikt was meearit to fihdd expressiom alteo hems
and now where jeaw amtl Gentilée met together witth Christt im the miidstt.  Thus ikt was
thatt thee locail church emhbddlidd two conceptions off God's parposes: ikt was 2 ﬁp@c@@
Where tan Gardikes tosk holl of the skivtt of a faw and 1keanet fropm him the knowledite
off thes tmuthh ass itt was inn Christt; butt itt was att the same tibme & typee of e greatt
church off Godls finadl purpese fm which att lsstt alll eartihyy distthoctiohans willl be no mwore,

Thus,, inn the New Testamwmriy, Gentlée believesss ame nott, i faet, represented as
spinidabl Tsreetiteses, or as firmimg pamtt off e renewesdl Isvaet L off prophecy,
Certainly they arec repmesented ass coniing to Istaeds's lighht, eatineg the chllbtepns s
bread, comiig te wwrship God att femswiden and receiwhng a rightfdnl place im God's
Tempdle, ALL thiss ks foreseem im the Old Testamwnt, Yett beyond these plcturess hiéos
another;, im wWhich Tsraepl and tie Geritlbss ae cornpidiely att one, and i which both
groups, hott mearely ohe off them, loseo theirr idemtifyty.  Thiss ks thee new body off Christt,
nott & new Iwaebl, but @ new manmiind, the church im ido eplmidanl and healehly realiiyty.
Only hems do we go beyond the categoriess of Okl Testamwsitt promiise, for thiss ks a unityy
nott x@wviously revealed two ties somss off men.

€t ks nott my parpose heie to substantiztec the Whole of the positionn [ have
outilhedd. Nor itt be assumvsd thatt every New Testamvanit writeer talkes exactly the same
viesw off thee question we ame discssihgs. There iss & Very gmeatt vanéspty o thee mamoer
off expressimg tauthBs im theo Bidide and the images and plctlress used by différantt writerss
and even at difféeennt times the same writter eammwdt always be mabe to go om alll fowrse
togetirer:.  Newasrtheless, [ believec thatt therec ks o general comsistemcy i the New
Testamverit in regamfl to the places off Israebl and the Gentiless im the plem off salationp,
though it ks nott always possidide to prove thiss. K11l Peter was writtéan to Gentlléss,
forr insthmices, the pletiitee [ have sketched would certainyy nott be Peterds view off -
thinggs, forr he eleamyy regamis hiss readers as beiry & spimtdanl lsvgehl. K howmwaer
thes epistide was wiritténn to jowisth corgregrations; as I persomaly.y thinkk &t was, Peter
beconsess Witiesss forr the same pw%@oql%%%é%@lgé&ﬁ by Pawul,. - %n the same way, the
destimatioen of the Epistide off fames to @e Hobregs requiress consideratiomy, 80 &es
thee Rewalatiom of 6. fshm. Kkt ks my purpese hems, howewar; two confinec my detaiddd
discussion to the teaching off Stt. Paull and off Stf. lukee im the Actss off thee Apostless.

Lett us lookk fiistst att Luke'ss descrigtionon off tiee church att femsmidam, and ask
it significarnede attbicties o thiss bedy. R hiss gespel he has toldd us thatt
fesuss came to fulfifil thee hopes off thosee who looked forr the comffortimg off Istaekl,
and forr redempption im ferusadam. He came two visiit and redeem hiss people and tw
raisec up o miighty salvationn for them im the house off Davidi. wer, Luke's
gospel ks orisitbetl towards Jerusaliénn as thee placec off fullflident®s T Actss Luke
gees the mestoretionn off Issaedl ass takinge places im the establisbhment off thee
Jemsalém churctn,  Thiss ks illustimatedinn the storgy off Pemtecost,. The anmourvce:
ment thatt the lastt days have amivedd ks mwate by Peter tw "tHec whole house off Israwvil '

as represented by thwe imhabitemtss off Jenusaléen together witth "devout fews froom every

natiorn undler heaven” who were assemhbled att Jenusaléen forr the feastt of Penmtecost.
Petar att once imdentifisss the sitbiaticon witth thett prophesied by foetl im chapter

2: 28-32. "And it shalll come tw pass, thatt whesoavershalll calll om the name off
thee LORD shalll be delivesedd: forr fm mourit Zlom and i Jenosaiéen thenes shalll be
thos thatt escape (%% 'onee beimg saved!) and amowmg the remmarit those whom the LORD
dotin calll (D%XX 'men who preachthiec gospel to those whom the lardd has calledd)™)".
Thus the fitstst Juwisth believerss comstittitbel the remnart of those destinwd fo fihad
salvatioon i Ziom by calliigg om thes name off ties Lomi]. Luke descrides them lateer
ass hoil sBzonsandj, "those being sawed]" (2:44)). Thiss present participlele does nott
msan thatt they were a group off men beimg gradumllly saved, butt thatt they "were
gradumlily being selecteel during the “Tnrbeirhn' beforee tire End" (Uakes and Catibumy
Begjinnings off Christiamityty - Voll. W. ad.fbegd,). They were thus tiee remmarit off
Istgabl, beimg saved autt off the “crooked generatiom" of unbelievibg Isresditetes

(Actss 244D, cff. Deut. 37:3). In thiss remmarit Isseetl was restorec! (Adss 1) as
Ghwistt had promiised (cff. Luke 22i29f)), and i$s roiée was  be thatt off the Servant
off the UORD', wiitnessing tw alll men, as Issahh had prophesied of Isaetl (Bsa. 43:10),
125 2448 Actts 118). In Actss 18 fesuss had imdicetedl the scope off thiss witimesss.
kt was o be in Jerussdnm, im the Wiwle of judaem-Samaiia (considered as a singléc
amsa)), and to the end off thee eartit'.  Thiss lastt phrase, "tto the end off tie eartht,
ks probably froom the highlyy impuortant servant song off Issidhh 49 which begims:
IListéan 0 isidss to me, and hearken my people froom fart'. Verses 5 and 6 readi: "and
how thuss saithh tiee LORD thatt forrmed me froem the wombbto be Hiss servamth, to brihgg
fewd agaim to. Him, and thatt Issvepl should be gathered unte Him..l@t ks towo lighbt
& thihgg thatt thow shouldest be my servant o raisec up the trnbéss of fecoid and to
restoree the preserved off Isszepl: [ willl alkoo givee there for a lighht to the Gaentilésy,
thatt thow megiesdt be my $&vaticon unte the end off tihe earttit!, '

Notiicee thatt theree aree two distimet taskss assigined to thee servanmtt off thee LORD,
Firsgt, to restorec Issaekl, and secondily to extend God's salwatibon to the end off thes
earthh, thatt kg, to the Gartlléss. And they ame im thatt ordery,  Actss ks thiee stomyy
off thee carmyihge outt off these two taskss.  Firsgt, the restorationn of the: preserwed
off Istaebl, fm Jerussiéen and fmn the whole of Judaea-Samaria, and them the extensiom
%fg galatoon to the end off the earthh, which in luked'Ss gewgraplyyiks pubrtizedl by

o, : ;

i The evamydlistitc programmene lsai. 49 ks agaim imiokead,, thiss time by Paull att
Antioch in Pisididia: "Et was necessary; he toldd the jowss thereo, "ttt the word off
God should fitstst be spoken tw yow. Simme you thrustt it fromm yow., betholtl we

tum to the Gentiléss. For s the Lord comnaddédis, sayingg, "I have sett you farr
a lighht forr the Gentiléss thatt yow mmy bringg salwatioon fo thes end off the eartil"
(Actbs 13:46 f).). The "us" heme ks Paull and Barnabas, fewisth apostieéss, and they

1 cff. Dom fj,J. Dupont, oit e Liwee des Acttem, N,T. Studiess,
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apparently see thenvsdives as fullflinding the rolée off Istaebl, the: servantt off tiee
Lomsl who shoilkd brihgs the Gentiléss to thee lighbt. :

At B Couwrdill of jeraswiénm, descrided in iods 15, theo whole questiom off the:

significamees off fevishh and Gentllée Ghristiemityy, and theirr relbtidon to eadh wthery,

came up forr discussionn.  Jhmes, the presidentt off the Coumcill, sums up the
thé@ﬂ@gmﬁl reeanig off what fiass been goimg om over thes periodl off twemty years
sintee thee resummectionp. Hée sums ftt up im tenms off anmother Oldl Testamwerit prophecy.
Aress 931310,  fames fikset acknowleligestiatt the Guospel had been receivzadl by ]
Gantiléss as welll as by jowsi.  "God has matie no distihctiolvon between us and them, .
clesrisings theii.r heattss by faithh.weie beliess thatt we shall! be saved im the same way
as they". Not mmerely were the jewss who believed! God's people;, but "God didl vissi®
she Gentilbes to takee outt off them a people forr Hiss name", femes them statess teet
thiss sitbatidon ks i accordance witth the prophegqy off Amuos, "Wt this s sitidatioim
thee words of tHee prophet amee i agreement: ass scribtlvec saysi: 'Thereafterr [ willl
retrmn and rebuildd the falldmn house off Davidd; Even froem itds ruihgs [ willl mebuidc

ity and sett &T wp agaln), That they nmy seek fiee Lordl ~ alll the restt off memiind, an.

the Gentiléss, whoml have claimed forr my own,.
fss, mabe known longz agof'.

Once agaim we fihdd two distlictet phases off thes divibec activityty asginn laa. 4986,
and im thee same ordey.  Firset theme ks the restonngg off tie fallden tabernaclke off
Dawid; which ks tiw restoratioon off thee kirsgoldion lsvasbl.  Thvensecondly,, and ag
@ direett comtmueanceand parpose, the Gantiless seekimg aftber the Lo,
how fames impliess; nott mserfely thatt thes pmphecx/ about Gemtiléss seekimyg afteer the:

Thus says the levdl, whoseworks itt

Lomfl was beiﬁgg filfiffebled im the Gentilée miissiom att Amtioxth and placess beyond, Butt,

albeo thett im fewistn Christidnitty and espediallyy im the ferusalérn church was
fulifiebled fiec prophecy about the rebuildings off the fallden tabernacle. off Davidi. :
The Schofieit! Blilée notitess thatt the two prophecies ace distiiatot, and claibms that

Jarres! speech its the most important passage, dispensatiomallyy, im the New Testamen.

But by am imcmedibike tour dle fércec off exegesls, it nott onlly reversess the order of
events which Jines claiims has the imprimdtur of prophetic fulfifientt, but it
refirss ties relbuildiigs ofttiee tabernacle off David to the remote iutsre. There ks
ne wesdiar polmt im fhee vihole d!igpensati@maﬂ argumant tham theirr exegesis off thiss
verses.,  On the @ther hand,,. itt ks remarkdtle thatt so many muth ablerr exegetes .
shouldl have failddd to disterm thatt jmes ks talkirig about twe activitiéses, nott one.
Even Dr. Cti. Dodd does nott appear to différentistete betwaen tie two parts. off Ammos!
prophecy or tie twostages off itds fulfilientt, for he wmtéss "The citbtidgon off Amos
9:11,12,.1'T willl rebuildd the fallden temtt off Davidi..l. ' (i‘se)) saidd fo be fulfiffed.cd

im Mo gathering of Guntildes intdo the ehurah! (Aceardin io.. ﬁi@i@ﬂmy I 19‘6) »

(But sem FFF. Bruae'ss cwmnm@ntames&@m))l

Gige' 8 descripigon off tﬂnae church’ ihn jhmsaremm, ass time goes crm, @ly conﬁrmxez f
itts represemtative diaracter ass restoredi Israekl. .. We somwefimvesforget how: |
thoroughly Jewisth ftt was, and how the rough iy walou were the apostiéss and e[um
who ruléed over itt, especiallyy afterr the more Hellenistidatly 'y miinded jewss likke °
Stephen ceased tr exercisee imfldancec there; . "Yow! see; brother)" saidl fames to
Paull when the latteer was wisitihgng ferusaléen im 60 AD., "Youseep howmamy thousands
off convertts we have amvogdiies jows;, alll off them staunch upholders off thee faw/,  Now
they have beem givanm cartainn imformatiorn about yous: itisis thatt you teach alll tmae
fows imtHbee Gemtiize worldl fo tumn theitr backs om Moses, tellingy: them to. givee up
cincomaising theitr childdenn and folldwingg our way off lfefe.. hat 5 eno ﬂ%‘i'ﬂo)'ﬂ
thert? They aree sume t hear thatt yow have amiedd.
ve telll you. - We e oer iovitare: who.aree wider s w«rbakiie thaam with you, and

Noticee tatn;

_abondton cincumcisiom and observanmce off thes Mosaic law.
thigs imtersee Jewistimess witth hits apostelshijp to the Gentilkss and witth hiss velhement

“You must thersfres do Ay

ne-

go thmough the nttuhl off purlficstiohon withh them, payimg theiir expemses, aftber

which they fiwy shave theirr heads.  Then everyone willl know thatt theree ks nothing
im the stoméss thmy were toldd about yow, butt thatt you ame a practisiigg jesw and keep
tiee ke yourselff" (Actss 21:118-26).. Thiss passage, imdicemttillly, revealks how
difficaelt or irmpossible ikt would have been forr a Gentilée belibwesr to have joihedd
thee church att fenussiénm; unlesss he had been prepared tw be cincumcised and keep tis
law. Thers were, fm factt; no Gentlléss i thatt chumcihy. The jJenusmiéen church was
quitéc happy forr Gentilée beliewerss abroad to be rellévedd off any obligmtidnss tw keep
thee layy, féor it saw fn the Gentilée churches Gudl's graciouss provisiven forr tiee
salvatiopn off alll men, But it certainhy did nott takee thits to mwean thatt the
Jertssiden church, or tiee closelyy associated charches of jfudecs,, shouldl eitbesr
abamdion theirr own distinotiveve culttigs or admiit Gentiless two theirr meehwrehdhyipwithoutt
requinhyge comformiity to theirr condiitivnss. Of courss;, tie Jerusuiéen church came to
am end & few years latber due to the Jewisth Wer witth Roma, Buft charches off exclusive:
Jewisth meahirelshipcontimwed n many placess for many yearss.  We should likge two know:
mwre about how such Ghristidan jews im the New Testamsarit perival looked! upon theirr
relatidon to judaisen and theirr own observamce off thiee lawi. No doubt therec was muah
confusiom i the miinds off some, Butt we mmy takes ittt thatt thee proper attitddéc was'
thatt expressed im the Epistide tw tiee Heprews which setss outt how a jew mmy see the
wiwle culttgs off Issaepl fullfiedled fm Jesuzs Cnristt and Hiss sacrifitece, so thatt as fmn
due time the Tenpdle was destroyed and circuimstances mabe itt impossible to canyy outt
other provisioors off the kwy, tie beliesihge feaw was umpsrterbed sincee hiss hope was
sett om tiee troee patterrn off alll these tiihggs etemmall i thee heavens,  But he could
never forgntt the roadl by whbich he had trawelledd. :

o the Jattéer pamt off Actss thee churches founded by Paull represent tie comiing
fn off the Gunilléeg. Ephesius mmy be a partizll exceptiom. Of alll Paulds churches,
thes church att Ephesus ks descrided im terms which suggest a jewisth character (mog.
Actss 20:28). Perhaps thiss was tiee cass. There was a lagee comweritration off Jéwms:
in Epihesus; and it mmy be they formed a mdjorityy im the chumfh. -Nor did Paull
imttodlicee CGhristiamityty to Ephesus, There were alesdly Christtdan ws im Ephesus
beforee Paull amtiedd theres, and they were forrmed imto some somtt off assentBly (Actss
1812610, ).  Paulds own imitiblal symegyutige ministey theree lastédd some thiees mooritis,
and when fibellyly he broke witth the synagogus, we ame toldd he “separated thec
discipfels?s".  Paulds new establithiment, themsfives, mmy have been practicaily a
separatistt synagogua, KL the Ephesian church was att thits stage predorhinantly
Jeoniistly, itt would account forr Paull ihn hiss farswelll speech im Acts 20 describihge itt
35 God's redeensddcongregation, which ks am expression Belongimg to Iseredlandd derived!
froom Psallm 74:2. Gerewmlly, howewer, Paullds chaurches aree emhbddiendmtoff Gantilée
Ciristtanitity.,

- AL,

We come now to Stf. Paull. Paull was & few off thee strittéstt kinad who, even aftérr
hiss comwersiom, remdined selffecmsoiousiyy a jewi. He affirmeetl im fulll the value
and signiffidancec of te Jewisth culttss 1s Gob-given and irevoreddiée (Rom, 2:17-20,

31133, 9:155). When amowghiss felldwleless, he wiss carefidl to uphold the stridtet-
standard off hiss own Pharisasicc upbringing, and accordimg to Actss 21:26 he
deliberatedyy repudtiiated thwe rumwur thatt he had tiédd two persuade fewss abroad tw -
How did! Paull reconcilée

insisednoee thatt no fionm of law-keeping should be lsidd om Gentilée chwrches? [hn hiss

Epistide to the: Romass, writtéan nearlly thirtyty yeams aftber the crucifiiaion, Paull givess
Us hiss mwost direett discussiorn off the relbtioon off Istaetl and the Gentiléss in the
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ecomorpyoff salvatiann.

The idéen thatt Isrielel fss o was & sigmifidantt factbrr o thlee evamgelisatiom
off thee worildl has s® firr receded ihn the minds of many today,, thatt we temdl téo readl
thie Epistide to tHee Romanmswithoutt takings account off itds langestt theme, Rkt was
writtéen att o tumibhgz pointt im Paulés lifefe.  He had, over a periodl off some fiftecoon
yeatrs; been dojng tie: work off an apostlee i Asiay, Mecedonia and Greece, Thatt
niissiom v 18 how completely finidmadd. Nf no lomger have any rom forr work i theso
regions!!, he wrote (Rom, I5::BAh Tt was nott thatt circumstamcess forcedd him to
wiitflhldlnaw,, o tﬂva?t’f he felilt he could do witthaz change, Kt was simply thatt hiss task:
was fulfiffedled. ' §¢ he wrote tw the Roman Christidnss two infbemn them thatt he would
be callingg theree om hiss way fo hiss next sphere of servitee —~ Spaimi.. Nott Rome, foi:
tihee gospel wiss plamtedl therec alkeadtyy, and Paullés task was to be am aposﬂlég, nott a
residbntt bishomm. Yett ass one readss Romams, itt beconses evidentt thatt Paull igs nott
thinkingg, im the ordimamy sense, off missionary stiatdgpgy.  The problem om hiss mind
iss & problem off theologyy, amd,, hn particular, a@ problem off eschatology., No ot us
nott s® mwath Spalm which iss om Paulés heartf, butt ferusaidmm.  For the muomighthiss
concern forr thee Gantiléss iss overshatowedby hiss concern forr Issaell.  Paull iss
disttessedd by the compuratively small response to the gespel om the partt off Isvael L,
and thiss Jeadss him to re-examinelstaet't's rolée i Godl's plem off salvatiden.  That:
Issaetl was the imstrowment off God's slawationn to the Gentiléss, he takes forr ermntoA.
Butt wihy tiec disgpoportionatée response?  The welconmve given to thee gospel by Ahes. .
Gartiless thiesw intdo reliefef the hardenimg hostilityty off so mamy fewss.  Probably alsoo
some Gentllée belicverss were beginnimg to writéc offf the fesvs i theirr arem a8 having
no hope off salvatiénn.  Thiss ks tiee problem Paull wrestless withh fnn Romams. He secs
thee sodltitidima kindl of refléxx evamgelism,. The gospel hasicaorime the firstst
placee froom Istemediteses to thee Gentiléss, though a majmritw off Istwetitetes hass hott
received itt. But as the Gentiléss imcrEasinglyy enjoy the bIl@_:ssmggs off salwationn,
unrelieving Israwditbtes willl be stitrawd o envy and willl turn and be saved (Rom.
11:14)). The ewa@éﬁusahmn of the Gentiless willl thus precipitdtde tie salvatiom
off [Eeaetitéses, so thatt finall\iy alll the elbett, both amoadsraetl and anwoiy the
Gentiléss, willl be saved, af. . Mundk, Raul apnd tieeSalvation of Mebkind, weg)éh
Mundk takess Paull too man thatt lssmell willl onlly be stirrewd to envy'andl be converted
aftesr Paullds miissiom to the Gentnllees s fihishedd. )

Trin order to apescebite e uwrgehey and réibv@m@ee off Pauftds pr@bua@m, kt k=
mecessary. to be remiindied off Paulds gefnmral esciratologicall outlboki. He knew ta' @
the lastt days had come, and that tie ‘reignn off foed had been imsugurated by the
resurrectionn and glormdoss exaltation: off Chrisst. - ALl thatt remidined was the fulll!
and umiversall minifestationn off thatt reigon, and e coniing (o parousizd) of Christ!.
What was the: purpose off a time-lage between the imauguratiory and the comsummation
off the reigiki. off God? [kt was simply o provide: opportunity forr men to be
sumnionedo thee greatt feastt off salwationn prepared by God., Buf whereas we hHow”
thinkic off thisc time of opsortunityy ass stretctiihee over many ages and cemturiess (for:
so itt has, im thee @\venfq, proved to do)), itt fss elear thatt Paull apd hiss cohternporaries
didl nott s» regard itt. - The deaths of even a few believerss becante ground forr
seribuss misgivings until 1 Paul explaimsd; thatt deatlh nveart he handicaps ¢ lo God's.
intentionsy, the expectatiom of & speedy end to 11] thihgss ks wmmistakeable,  This
sense of tiw iminenceoff the Lord'ss parousia determiined aboo the missionary
stoategyy off thes day., Two tasks had been sett the filstst ap@stlé@a by Christt
Himselff: to gather together the outcasts off Issielel, amd to summonthe Gentiléss 2150
. two thee lighbt. The miissiom to Isrersll (calledid im Galatimss "fhe apostiestipp off the:
citcemuisiont)!) was entrustedl to the Dedes, ww v Peterr and form (Gall. 2: 7@)9

“o-

and the miissiom to the Gentilbss was enmtrusten! pre-emiimeritly to Paull ('thee
apostikeship off thee Geritiksy).  What ks particuldriyly noteworthy ks thatt the taske
off worldl ewdlwgelisatiom was hott expected to takee very lomg - perhaps 3 or 4 decades,
Alrecsdyy Pauil coull clinm by AD). 60 thatt the gospel had been preached im the whole
Qr@aﬁg& under heaven, (Coil. 1:23). Kt seemedurgent thatt more fewss should be
conve o

Lett us now turm tm gee how Paull views Israebl and f#t$s rolds, as he completes’
hiss fitstst great apostolicc tasis.

Hiss cleanestt assortionn fss thatt ther® ks no différemoec att alll between fewss
and Gentlléss elthieer i gulllt beforee God o im eligiblityity forr God'ss grace in
sal@ttonn. kb does hoth; howewar, followw froom thiss thatt theree ks no distinatibon off
any kinel betweeh fesw and Greck.  Fon' wihen Paull askss thiee logicall questiom, "What
advaniagre then has the jow?'' he repiléss, "Much im every way". Aleady im the fifstst
chapter he has saidl thatt tie g@spel ks Gods imsttument for saving believersg, and!
adds, "forr fewss im the fiistst pleced’.  Thise ks nott meerely am accidentt of opportunityy.
IEt ks am actwall priorityty im experiencimg God's saving power through believinigz,  So
them theree ame Jews who believec.  Paull, off courss;, s scathing in hiss demundiation
off thee professihge feaw who benewth hiss professiomn ks a tramgressor of Godl's lawy,
and he says thatt thiss 'Jeweim-sppearance! ks nott a few att alll (2:28)). However,
the converse ks alkoo troee. The troee jmw ks the 'Jbweimseetett', whose outward
professibon corresponds o hiss inwams], unseen spintidahl statée beforee God (2:29)).
Thus, Paull ks £ar froem saying thatt alll jesws according to thec fldskh ame unbeliewing:.
Only some aree "withoutt faithh" (3333). Others believes, and ams, likge Mathainidhn
fotmiss Gospel, 'lsraefitescs indeed!.

Tihis distthotivion between believingg and unbelieving favws s camieédd om im
chapterss 9-ll,. Istoetl remmains am indeniffablele natiomall entityty.  Butt onfly parttoff
natiomall Isrersdl 55 belieoingg.  Buft thiss beliesingg sectibon, though smalll, &s nott
Imsipgnfi€aetnt, forr &t ks accordimg tw prophecy the *remmart thatt shouldl be saved!
(927)). Indeedl, only thiss remmant iss tmulyy Isvaehl, for ikt &s onfyy thiss “electionn
off grace!" which ks tmly)y the people off God, tfiec objectt off Hiss "forskmowledge',

God has nott castt away hiss people whdmHe foreknew, Thus we fihdd i these chapters
another comstrastingg. pairr: those who aree "off Istaet!l" and those who ame "Isvael)".
(9:69). Thiss antithesids corresponds to the einibirer pafry, the “Jew-im-sypearance
and the “Jew-imseeceet". Or, to put the contrastt im other temns, Paullss "kinsmen
according to the fleshh" and "thee remmarit according to the electionn off grace"

(933, 1111%). Kkt ks enly of the Iattéer = the remmart the toee fsrsetl - thatt
theree exist$s any promiise of salwatidnp.  God never promiised to sawe alll Issasbl
aceording fo the fléssh., Paull explicitlyly afffrimgs thiss in 9:277 : "Though thee numiber
off thes chiltttenn off Issamtél be as thee sand off the: ses,, ittt ks the remmarit thatt shalll
be saved'. The promiise off Ismiahh 45:17 thatt “Istaet] shalll be saved off the LORD
Witkh am ewﬂasttmgg salwationt" was off course the basiss off Paullés hope, and he
allldéss to itt inn 11:26 when he sayss "and thuss alll Issaetl shalll be saved".,  But the
promise relstéss onlly to Istaetl which ks tmy Issaehl, God's p@uﬂl«e whomHe foneknew,
Jeomws-imseecett, those who do or shalll believes.

In alll thits discussiom off troee and faldee Issaebl, theree ks no sunggmslﬁ@m thatt
Guntiless ame im any way commedtet] witth eittiesr off thee groups under discussibon,
Paull does nottseny thatt Gentilée believerss becomein: any sense Israeditescs or am
reckoned ass partt off Iss@ehl. On thee conmtraryy, Istmetl and the Gentiléss remmsin over
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agaimstt ame another, justt ass im thee 0,77, ; and, #n particalder, “diee comiing im off
the fulll compplemrehofl Gentilest" and "thee salwatioon of 111 Isrzedl" remwsin distine*’
activitieses righttt to the end off tie gospel age (11:25,26)+ Thiss ks the clearr -
pictree of chapter 11, notwithstanding tie truthth thatt beliewings Gentiléss sham®
fullly witth believingy jewss the: blessingss off Godl's salwationy, as represented by &w. .
"att roott off tie olliee treed" im 11:17, and aree entitlddd too be callédd God's peoplés.

kt mgy be asked, howersr, wihether Paullds argunsent earliéer int chapter 4 does not

imply thatt beliewihgs Gentilésy, sintec they are: sait! o be “faithiuhl childtenn of|
Abrahany, aree hott foo be reckoned ass Istawlitésps, or'éws-isecrastit'. But the
answear ks No,. Sonship off Abrahamiss nott synomymouson coterminows withh sonship
off Istaekl. Abrahamhad more descembanits tiiam Isvaebl, andl, indeed], Abrahamiss the:
fattierr off theo faikhfidhl (incildinge the Gentiléc faithhil)l) preciselyy because he
believed] the promiise off God "whilec ho was uncircuncised!”!. He was; so to sayy 3

'Gentilde! when he belicved,  Not onfly was cincumcisiom subsequerit to hiss believing; .

butt i particarder thie episode off the Jaw and thee Sinaitidc covemant came much later:
and represented a phase (albeitt a cruciall one) withim the Jargerr purposes off
salwationp, T thiss lateer episode belonged.Issrael, Israetl was to be thee
imstument forr bringineg salvationn to the Gentllésp, and was itSelflf to continue untill
the fulhesss off e Gantilbes should eome i,  Newasrtheless, tiee destiny off Israet.
fgs nott idlentitedl or co~termlmous witth the whole of God's plem off salvatidnp.

Istaetl has am imallépabiéc priorityty withibn thitt plem, butt the: Gentiléss retisinn theirr
piecec wittinn thatt Blhn as muth as does Istael L. :

PEaiIl revertss to tie relationshisH off Istaebl and the Guntlléss im chapter 15, ind
swpasliup hiss positibon.  As theree ks butt one sa onn, go alll believersy, wWhethar

Jew or Gemtilép, must glonifyfy God "withh one mooutH™t Theirr différencess off eustorm. aﬁéﬂ

scrude (swth as foodl taboos and observamece off days) must not cause a rftft in
felldwsbipp. Gentilée and jewisth believerss must "receives" one another to thes gloryy
off God. But thes two groups do nott therstyy losec theitr distihetiVieve ehpraeterbeicsss.
Imaa so Llemn stateenenit %ilf’i:&)) Paull describes: Christt ass "aa miinistesr off thee
circommeisiom forr thee trothh off God, thatt he miight confitmm thee promiises givem unte
thee fatherss, and thatt the Gentlless might glonifyfy God forr Hiss merey",  Here fss ‘fieo
same doublesbarrélled programmene saw i Actss:  Firstt the salwationn off Israehlin in
process off beinge reafidedd - though mott yett complete- i the elextt remmarit of .
beliewhygg fews off Paullds day. And secondly,, the salvationn off the Gentliésp, iekso
o process, off beimg realldsgd, sarticeudriyly through Paultss mission).  Thus itisis
clemrr thatt belibvinge Istaebl and the beliewings Gertliéss were att thiss time distinect
i Paulis thought,, justt ag distihott as were the two apostlesthipss and niissions;, Me
off Peter and foimtso the fews, and thatt of Paull hiamod fp tiee @tilos. :

Ther® ks a fustberr pointt i Romams, Thiss expositiom off &owisbh-Gentile
relationshipes issaddressed! to Gentiless (1133, 11:13ff)) whe, then, and where, are
tiee belicsihge jews whomPaull regards as the electionn off grace? . Welll, Paull
himselff &s one, as he says (114)), though he has lefft hiss normal emwironmveritand
compmanityforr the sake off hiss unlgue miissiom: . 1% ks perireps impliedl thatt thenee
aree beliesihgg fewss ihn Rome alsep, ‘withh vihom thiee readerss off thes Epistide have
dealibess (ff. Acts 15:56, Actss: 28)).  But i 2 quitke speciall way it iks the

" Jensmiéen church that represents thew remmarit off faithhdul Isszekl. (See Cerfaw,.
The_Cihurch in Hre Thewlogy off Sth. Bal, p. 130ff))  Thiss comws outt mermdrkeyibly

chapter 15, wihere the jerussiéen church, callddd simply "diec saintss, s in contrastt
to ties churches off Macelonia and @>Jce, which he @&lls Uhe Gentildsik". The

8 Fab. Anbiersen suggests to me thatt #Hiés may: allddée ko Gen. 1k:l, "the whole
eartth was one liph'. 15 ' :

" — S £ % eSS s EEE ‘ |

dhle-

ter e saintss" ks nott everywhere restrittedd to the Jjemsmiéen church im Paul'ss
viritiagss, butt #tds use hems i antitbesids to the Gentiléss certaintyty shows thatt the
Jerossléen church was "tiec church" par excellbmpe;, and thatt itt was im some sense
thee taciec dtion off Istgehl. The churches abroad, im the eyes off Paull, ams
represenitativic off the Gartilée nationss who were to come to Israedd's lightt.  They
haVe beeh partakers of ta pmeumaticn, the spintdahl blessihgss, of "tes saint$s ath
Jersgiden who thuss figuvee 25 troec Tstaehl.

(N83. Capicityy forr symbdlic presemtatiom which ks nott identicall witth actwal.)

We mow ttrmn. to the ewrlléer Episttde to the Galationss - which dealks witth mary
off the same themes as Romanms.

Firsét we notitec Paullés important distingticion betweesn "ttsee apostleshiip off the
fovs" and "the apostleshipp of the Gentiless" (2:7ffF.) to which we referredl earfiér.r.
These two mimistiiéss nott onlly imply two groups of people to be evangdliseds tihey
alkeo imply tihe establishiment off two typess off churchy, sintee the functioon off
apostiesthipp im the NI, ks nott merely a functiorn off preachimg butt thatt off founding
charches.

Now Paull says i 2:9) tett femes, Ceptras and fofim gave him and Barnabas the
righit thinad off felldwsHipp "thatt we shouldl go unte the Gentiléss, and they unte the
clcumelsibmt!,.  Where didd Paull go when he "went" to tie Gentilés?? He went to
Syrien and Asit2 Minom, and them tw Macedonia and Greece, So we ame nott surprisedd
when we fihndd hitm, lateer, deedpibgride churches off Marwldonia and Greece as
hee Gantiléss!. But where diddl Peterr and fohm go when they "went” to the Jows?

We do nott know forr certaimp.  They disappear froom Actss, and the New Testamwerit
gives faw himtds as fo theirr jourmeyingsi.  Wiheresverthey wentt howewser, we aree
entittdgd two presume thatt they embieavourddto preach tw jfeavs and two founmd churches
witth fewisth converts: forr melmbess. (Peterts s conjectursd jowrmey to the northemm -
provimees off Asita Minmor, and johmss sojourrn att Ephesus, ntay botth be refxemtt hérs)).
Returning to Gulatibnss, howsiar, we amee stmuckik by Paullss concern tw relstéc himselfd
and hiss missiom to femsaldon, thatt isg, to the Christiann church im feruszlden,

Im passingg, we note thatt hiss definitiorwn ef the Jewisth Christtaan church iss
capable off some flexibibityity., Sométimeshe hass im mind thes factt thatt the Jewiskh
belicwerss ame actuallyy organised im a numbber af locall comgregdtions throughouwt
fodaca and so he speaks off thee “churches off jufaea!. Butt when he ks thinkinhgg off
the splatidan 1l dignityy and statliss off the body which i hiss uncorwerted! zeall he had
persecuted, he callsds it 'thee church off God" (1:222, 1:13). But eitherr way
YYemismléon" ks a representativee symibdl off thes jowish-Christidnn body im §. Palestineg,
aﬁd thiss; as we have geen, ks stillll Paullés miind when he wrote Romasssome yeans::: -

BT, . ;

In Gadatianass in Romans, Paull discussess Abrahamis positionn ass fatbleer off
the faithhilnl, The foundatiom scripttwec s the: promiise two abraham, "in thee shalll
alll the nationss be blessdddry, to brings outt ties pointt more obviously, “in-tthee
shalll alll the Gentiléss be blessed!",  Thiss promiise off blessihgg stamdss over and
above tiee entiree phase off histbryy associatedl withh tie Mosaic kw, "The law-was
added because off tramsgressibms®!'.  Thatt is to say, itt ks a bigger thihgg tham tho
natiomall histboyy off Istaetl. For although the law and alll itds ramificatidnss
were thee pridée and gloryy off Jeswnyy, they represented, according to Paull, a miere
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phase withinn the wider purposes off God's salwationn as He had adiurhbratddthose:
pupposts Abrahamin terms off promiige nott law (Gall. 3:17-19)). For fewsy, the
law was & tutorrtoo Cheisst.  But nott forr Gentllésp.  Of courss;, a Christiann few
had & radicalbly chamged attitidde two the lw. So far as the quest farr rugift@ms-
ness was.concernet), the law found itss end and fulfilidentt i Christt (Rom. 10:4))

and the Believesr was fieee frovm tiee curses pronounced by the low om alll who failele”
two observe itt. Butt the law was stillll tw the beliewings jew thee oracléss off God, itt
stilll L comtaimed “diec formm off knowledite off the: truthll', conmtinwed to camgy outh itd:
imjlinationss and provisionss: nott ass mieans off securing justifi€ation,on, butf, to say
thee Jewstl, ass & badge off hiss privilegec ass bearer off God's oraclésg. For a Gentilé
to tryy to wear thiss badge was altogetiier perverse and anomatowus, forr he was not:

a jesw; and had ne places . thatt phase off God's partorm &tr dealingss withh mamkind,

Noreovwer; it imdicetedd a failuree to umberstand the: Gentileds s own rolée as a ely

recigientt off God's salvationn apartt fromm the: speciall discippihieic off Israekl. BawE:
tremendogs denundiation off Gentlless who adopt practicess fromm the Jewisth law fss
the more rematikditle when we reflecct thatt beliewvihg:e fowsy; imclldingg Paull himselff,
stifll1 maintained such practicess themselves.  Quite> clearhyy, them, 2 beliewngg
jeswi, was doubly distingoishedd. He was distinggisked! fromm the unbelieving w oy
hiss faithh im jesuss ass Messiah and hiss changed attitudéc to the: relbtionn off the law
two salwationp, anmd om tiee othen sidéc he was distinguished! from.hiss believings Gentiléc
brother by hiss gemsral observance off thee fJewistn lewy, which, If the Gentilée were tmo
copy him im itt, (iig.e. whilke a memberf & Gentilée church. If& 2 Gentilée forr good
reason vighted to joihn a fewisth church, it would be 2 différentt storyy ) would be @
symibd! off thatt Gertile!ds apostasy fromm Christh! (Gall. 5:4)).

How them does Paull relétée jewisth and Gentilée belicsvewss i Galatians3?  Both
aree uniteell i & conmmornsalationn, ass chapter 3 afffrimss. Botihh amec soliss off God.,.
That unitlyy iss baged om Chrisgt, forr He s the " ' o wihomGod had promiised
Abraham tfiee Gentiless would be blessed]. Thus Abrahamappears im a doublke rolég;
as kt were., He was, as everyone knew, thee fatherr off thee jewsy, through Judbt,
jecoty, Iszace.  Butt he was alsen, im another sense; the fathierr off the Gentlléss,
sintec Gentileéss ass welll as jews were ablke to receivec tiee blessihgg throwgh hiss |
greatestt descemdanit, fesuss Christt.  Thus, agaim, we fihdd botih unitly and diwisipimn,
The "seed off Abrahamy}, comppesédof.allll who are: "o Christt', thatt ks few and Gentilée
allkéc who believep, form "one persomi (Gall. 3:28)). Im tie laterr epistidss off
Ephesians and Colossianss Paull ks too develop thiss 'ome person” idks albny; the liness
off & new madkind o a new Adam. But im gemm the congeptioff conpgiete unitly
im Christt ks already present im thiss earlyy epistlfde. On thee other hand, unitly
tin Christt" cleantyy does nott imply thatt outward distinctivngis between fews and
Gantiléss believerss ‘disappeared or were intended to disappear att the Jewsll off
earthlyy and sociall relbtidnship,p. The parallétl distihotionss between male and
femle, bond and freep, confikmm thids. Man and wifeg, master and servanth, wems, iff
beliewers); complétélyone "ihn Christt" (Gall. 3:28)). But theyy were nott equal im
. sociietyy, and they were nctt equal fm the soclety off thiee locall chumdt), forr att i
neittier off these lewsiss were they equal im eitheer functiben or mimisttyy., The
gospel certaintyy infliescedd profbundlyy the relatioostlipp which att thatt tibme
existeell between husband and wifée, and betweemn master and servamti, butt tiee
fundametdal distihetiviron betwesn them was actuallyy reinfteceed under the gospel
by & new comeaption off vocatibe. A wiféeids specificallyly forbitiditan i the N,IT.
froom exercisihge the functionss belongimg to the mimistigy off elfersthipp om tihe ground
off her naturall suu'w@limatm o her husband vko firay properily fultifil tie functibmss
off eﬂdi@mﬁpp. Staildelyly, it ks altogmsther unlidedyy thedtm sitaee would have been
regarded im any N,T. church as eligilele two fulifil the ndipistiyy off eldemstipp. Sinces
as a sikvee he lacked the authovitbthice statbiss mecessary. The unityy off misle and
femmle i Christt, therefisres, existés notwithstamdinmg a divinedyy ordered distiictidion
fn theirr functidnn, theitr vecatiom and theirr minlstkyy.
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Thus itlisis wrong to assumre thatt when belisasiingg fewvss and beliesinge Gentiléss
cafie tw be seen im sociall relatidnshbipp withh each othery, theirrunityty im Christt
neadit e end o alll forrmer distimotities)s. Paullds teaching ks thatt themes
remdined & divibedyy ordemsd distihatibiron im the ‘'vocatioon and miimistbyy' off
feaiw and Ganitllés. Thiss does nott mvean thett thee relbtionsblipp of {Bwse and
Guntiless was fikadd and statidc. We know thatt as time wemt om it underweart mary
changes, nott leastt due to the falll of jemmizwléen im 70 adi. and to many noodif-
icstidnss im the observamce of the kaw by jewws themssglves; and heme agaim the
gospel has mooudltiet the relbtiénship,p. But thee arguneedtoff Galatibmss requiress
a8 it3s basis the assumpption thett jeaw and Gertilée retlaibeell even under tie gospel
some sontt off distineeivVisivasss proper to theiir respectiwe roldéss im God's worl,

Sofie he doubt will¥eBpel thpt wivat has been saidd hithertdo fihdds a refutiztionn
im the Epistide to the Golatibnss itselflf, pamticaldalyly jn Paulds allégoryy about
thee tive Jertisaléans, and im the fingtl assertioon about "The Isreedl off God".
Btk passages have beeh the occasion off corsiderable debate, and alll T wisth tw
do heme s o imdicetde thatt botth ame susceptilbiée off adegudte imttenpretbtidon in
support off tie positionn [ have adopted.

I the alléegnyy of the two wives of Abraham, Paull equates Hagar witth Mthee
Jertssiden thatt now is8'; and Sarah witth "tHee Jenusaléen thatt iss above"., We anee
refrindied att ohce off the two setss off conmtrastbs we observed earlléer im Romass:
the “Jew-in-sppearance" as againstt the "Jew-imsecrett', and those who ame "off
Issoetl" as agaimstt those who ame "Issaef]". Im Romams, the distihoticion im each
cas® ks betwewn professihee butt uniprelieving fewss om the ome hand, and professiig:
butt albec belieanhge feawss om thee otther hand. The questiom ks now wiwther Paull
ks eomtimuingg thiss distihatibon or wirther he means to incldée belicawings Gentiléss
i the meahdrershyipoff Jerusaiéen above. The answer depemtts om Paullés purpose
im usimg the allégeryy. The Gantilée Galatibnss, remwatks Paull; have only a
supetficeap 1 uedrstandiing off jewisth rellgiwiron, They have falldmn for certainn ritdahl
featiness witthoutt appreciating; thatt theree ks a worldl off difféeenuec im attifudde tw
thee law between belieswhge and unpelieviteg few;, and,; withoutt knowiing itt, itt ks the
untbalieving feawbs attitdade thatt the Galatiomss have takem up.  Acqudintance with
tiee law ittelflf shouldl have wmrmed thee Gulationss agaimstt thiss. But im theirr
migplaced zeall they have attached themvsdives tw thee wrong mudikesr, the wrong
representativee off e fewisth faittth, "We (is,c. fewisth Christiansp) ame chiltitesn
off thee "freawomaf"says Paull, "itt ks fenusaléem ahoyee which ks Qur mudiher", "butt
you Gamntlliéss, fm trphge to copy Usi; have failddd to distihggudlsh betwesn the two
womeap, the two ctigbes. ‘You have aped the purelly extemmall fornm off fundaisem whiich
ihn realiiyty ks activedyy persecuting the troee neafmbersoff thee reall Jemusaléan.

Thus ftt does nott folldwv fromn thee alléguoyy thatt Paull regarded thee Galatitmiss ass

neaindersoff. Jentismiéen above, Thiss s nott the pointt. Rtids truee thatt Paull has alreadyy

callddd the Galatizm belibverss "fie: seed off Abrahami' (3:29)), but: thatt was by virtuee
off thedir faittth im Christt who ks thee twec "seed off Abrahani., The allégoryy is, it
s tuee, conmected witth tiee idkar off Abralamhis childdenn, butt witth a quitee diffdlentt
aspecti. Hds purpose ks tw distinggidish between troee and faldec Jmwg.  Belieswhoz
feavss amse wlﬁ;matelgycthmﬁénen off Abrahmrmnott by keepimg tihe law, butt preciselyy
because they have been redeensd e law by faithh in the promise; and forr

thits reasom cam be regarded as spmmahl chiltitenn off Sarah, Outwearddly such fews:
may seem o be exactlyy likée alll professineg fews;, but imwardly they ame quﬁtée
différanant.

The general comclusiom froom Chapters 3 and 4 Ty be stateefl Uneo tiee Galatianss
mm}y imdesd be imheritépss off the alllemmbracimg promiises givem tw Adwgham (ttirougth
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faithth in Christt, "Abrahams seedl)) and tiwss reckoned as Abrahamis childdenn.
But thiss does nott mdke them lsyaeditbess; eltherr literallbyorr splatuaihdly. 0,
Abrahamhass more descentlarits tham the soms off Israekl.  Alll nationss (%a ethne)) :
shallL be blessedi i him.  Afgehieriri, theGalatiaam not membersot Herisalem
above" eithiesr, though they ame: one im Christt witth those éwss who ane;, antl aree
W by Pag@w@ iotaﬁ faft('ihn l?halt't libeprycy fromm thee “rudiments off the cosmod
as come, fitstst e Jew(ibn hiss liberatioron froom the bondaye ity !
now alkeotdo the Greek. - nee i il

- Thiss imtenpreteticonn off the argumentoff Gelatiams takess the persomal promouria
e and "you!' ass imdicatiigg (ass a ruley) "we Jews" and "Yow Gentilesy" respectivelyy.
Such'a. distihotition fss welll prepared fory, nott olly by thee distinatioon off apostlestiing
refewegd twinn 2:745., butt alseo by recoumting the imcit@att off thee rebuking off Petef
att Antiouth whicth, howwer it ks explained], tumss on the comsciousnessosf au
difféeentes tetween fewss and Gentiless i thee felldwshipp off thec Gogpel,  When we
come to chapter 3, them, itt ks faitr to note thatt "we" must refier to the Jows im
verses 13, 23, 24, 25:and im A3} (Cf, "Yout" Gentiless im 3:27/, AS; the fitgst
Plung_ail off 4% inclldéss Gentiless and fews;; and thiss seems alseo to Fccount forr the
weliyeff 3314, which aleo reférss o the: commworgiftt of the Spint.k.) [t would nott
be outt off plewes, them, to take “Jerussadeiss our mdtrar” (4’;:2‘2771L as neeanig) 'thee
modtieer off us belibsihige Jews!; and "we are-notl chllbdtean off thee sibavec Butt off the
freec womeensforr freediom Christt sett usp freed! (4:31F). ) im thee same way, There ks
a textwall varfemtt im 4:28), where important manascripts imcllelhgs P46, B, D and
Gk readl "you" instéaddof we!' JNEB umfortunately adopts '"you" wiitteottzigininay
hintt off a wariamt.) Kf thiss reading ks comreett, our gemeral imtier toan off
tihes all?gmyy would certainlyy need to be meddified»so as to inclldés Gentiless among
thee childdenn off Sarah, Butt the referemue i the folldwings verse tv persecution
off tiiee c}hilfﬂiean off promiise by thee childiean off the fléshh tellls stromglyy in favowr
gfgﬂ;;ie“_:pgsgﬂrg Ehgg"c@;;fg@r@a%&rgg; fcgr @ﬁ"@ ks no evidence off Gentilée Ghristidnss
4 grsecu Jéwss, whereas beliesings | were per: T —
- tecowsetigfidmisRkREY). : v Prisa e thﬁanr

So we cometto the lastt barrepr. SPmeonawilll smy, "Butt does mottPrull,
thee end off hiss epistide, describes alll troec H@i@dm?&'ﬂr@ Ereepbl off Gbij“'?l‘,‘,. aj; b
Thiss imferpretsitionn has prevalleed forr 80 liy, andid's s» widely takem ffyr granted,
except by dispensatiomatistds, thatt itt may seem presumption to questiom itt, Bt
even her® we must ask forr b freshh examindtion off tfiee sitbiationn Paulliss dealings with
Paull hag shown the danger to theGalatiasws! @ thoughtless: folloingng obf. |ewishh
traditiénss.  Butt behimd thiss denfzide=w gkt dificiinlty farChmistidngs likeo
tiee Gentllee Gulatignss: how aree they ‘o distinguiskhh "good" fewss fioom "badl"! ones?

wg_ know thatt therec were some Christiann jéwss who fiimhyy believed Gentiléss must be
ericumcised amd keep thee law £f they were tw shar® salvationn im Christt (Actks 15:1.9).
Et fss usuallyy he[bﬂ thatt such jewistn Ciwisttdnss had visiteed thee Gelatitan churches 1
and pressed theirr poimtt off view theres, thuss "bewiitchimg" thee Christlangis tierep, 1
Such fews were no doubt emrizssi; emidemmEndjith the prestijee off being mnkensaffikzs
mdther church att jeruszldey. The Golatiams' néeded to know which fews they were

to receivec and learmn fiomm, which o greett inn thes namve off thes Lomdl.  Paull, inn hiss
autographed p?stmmt, supnliegs hiks fridredds viithh & simple ruée which stuns: up thlee
vitole argumsant off hiss epistlde. | "As winaawallk by thits ruds, thits canoh, pemce

be upon them amd mercy, forr they are:tfies Israebbfof God!.. Paull probably has ihn

mind tie greetinge whicth meets uss im someoff theo songs off ascent. (esp. Msalins 122-
129) witth theirr descriptions the tues Braelitétes, 'upom whombe peade!, Is
Pau!tlés canon one for the Galationss themssdives to walk by?  Ff sg, it misttbe”
admuttt@d thatt Paull ks cleanmyly desighating Gantliée belibverss (albong witth fewissh
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belicversy) "the Israebl off God“, Muore likehly, howswer, the canon ks a testt

thee Galatiorss willl be ablkstéo dissitiggisish truee fewss froom faldec (cff. Rev,.
29). Ff a fow comes who says (6ss Paull himselff says)): "circumcisiom ks nothing;,
and umcircumdision ks nothing:; what matters ks the new creatiom im Christt, thatt
few fss wealkimg trolpy i the fearr off thee LORD, and mray be confidentlyy greeted in
tiee LORD'S name, Such jEws ame indeed troeo Isvaebl, the Israebl off God,  Those
who imstést thatt the Gelationss be clrcumcised ame nott Isremditeses att alkl; even
theirr own circwmdisiom ks a mere mutilatioon (5:41).

Befor leavinge Gelatiomss we must observe 2 most Valuablee indiicetionn off how
im practitec fews and Gertlless shouldl get albng witth each other when fropm time o
time they meet im Christidan felldwsklipp.  Thiss indicatidnn s comtaimed in the
descriptioon off imcitiéett att Amtiocth fromn chvapter 2.  Peter wiss visitinigng Antiot; .
The church att Anticcth had many Gentllée mernbers, perhaps how & mdjorityy, and from
thee begjinnimg no Jewisth ruldc had been enforred which would have excluded Gertiles:
fropm tablée felldwshipp.  Peterr, howewer, belonged to & wholly Jewisti: churciy, thett
off Jerusménm, which wag zealows: forr thee lawi. Wiwat should & nesrnberoff such 3
church do when he visitddd a church lik&c thatt att Antiocth whose customs were
diffépamint?  Peter did the righht thingg,, He tempooratily putt asidde hiss own habitsy;
thatt ks the customs off hiss own church, acted as a Gentllée (arf. Actss 1@P2g) um
otfher words, he comformed o the "use off Antioeth. Hiss own customavy beewiour
and keepimg of the lnw was relxedl forr thee sake off thosee Gertliée Christidngs withh
whom forr the time being he was stayihgg. The troutilés startédd vihen otier nuernbets
off higs won church amtiedd fm Antiort), and he switcthed back to hiss homeecthiurch
customs, so as nott fo offéetl hiss felloww Chiristlanss froom Jerussidan.  Such was
Peter'é s prestigec thatt other jews fm the Amtiocth churchi, imclglhge Barnabas;
folldweetl hiss lemdl. But Paull openly rebuked Petery.  On wihat ground?  Paull
himself, when visitihgng ferusaléan, certainlh)y observed tie stidct Jenusaléen stamdaid,.
Vityy does he rebuke Peter forr revertingg o thiss stamdard i Antioctl??  Simply because
im so doimg Peter was impusing am improper condiitiorn of feldwstipp om the Amtiochiung
Gentlldss.  Thiss impliess thatt the Amtiochene church, comptising both jéwss and
Genltiless, had thee rightt to determine it$s own conditionss off fellowskipp suitablée to
itds own hestrsiship, and thatt ikt was the dltlyost visitingng believerss s wihdteier the
rude off theirr own church, to confomm o the standards off Antioeel).

My we nott suppose thatt thiss reflectsic Paultés own code?  He was a jew off the
strittdstet sectt.  Wimen among felldamviewss, as im the Jerusaléen church,, he kept the:
lw meaticulousiy.  We need nott thibiRk thatt thiss was mrere expetfiency, It wiss 1
badge off hiss intensec jewishimess, vihich enterss: deeply intso hiss whole comcgption
off hiss miimistryy and apostiestiipp.  But he was calledd to foundl Gentilée churches
vihere no such standard couldl be demaddéd, Paull, i such churches, Mected 26 a
Gemtilat", as Beter had fiistst done att Amtio#y; netl, indeed,, because the law mean:
nothing; to him, butt forr the: sake off those: wiose church _itt_reallyy was, namely,
Gentiléss. These charches didl nott existt forr Paullds saks, and though he was their:
apostiée, he 938 servihgg them and not viceversmi. They were Genmtilép, he a fow to
“ee end, Theirr customsin regami to thec Jew were nott hisg, except imsoffirr ass he
admpted himselff o them tempooravily forr theitr sakesi.

QUER EPISTLES,

: Ff we may takee Romansand Galatinss as establishirigrg’ Paullés main positionn
im regandl to the Jewish-Gentilée question), itt remmains to lookk briefBly att the
other lettérss forr eiterr comfirrmatiomn or meddfficatioon off thiss positidon.  Our
imvestigattonn would be mudh assistedd i we knew forr certi@ibn justt how thes




e@..,

mefbeslip off Hewd's churghes was meatie up, atidl, in paxticular, wiwet opportunityy -
therec mgy hawe beent forr groups withibn % locall chumth, |likeée a Jewish.group, tho eée
maintain distimetivee practitess off theitr owam, Bidl Pelicving faus, forr invtanees,
allvays break with the lowll syym@gooiere they didl, ks itt possibiés, or
liksly, thatt thlesy retaibeell theitr identityy as Jéws withinn the langerr felldwsHipp
off thee locall church? Didl they keep the Sabbath?:

kt has been held thatt "thee church off the: Thesdsalonid ey have been
divitdéed intdo  fewisth and  Gentilée sectionsg, and even thatt 1Thessalonians was
wirlttepn o the Gantléec sectibm and 11 Thessalonians to the jewisth sectibon.,  The
evidence s nott overpowering, but even if itt were, such a divisidnn would nott
necessarilyy mrean thatt the church was “hopelesshy rentt! (sso Leom Muorriss, p. 24),
o thatt thee tve sectiopiss didl nott regard themssdlves ass i unityy withh each otfery.
kt s eertaibhly hott easy fw thihkk thatt the two lettérs's were mudtudlly exclusive:
as to theitr addressees; newertheless,, therec iss some evidence thatt Paul'$s mind
does move betweeh the jowss and Gentlléss i hiss unseen audience.  Gentiless ares
cleanyy addressed im I Thessi. 19 (“turmed! from idold¥)!). At the end off thes
epistide we fihdd & surprisinge adjuratiom: "I adjwes you by thes Lomdl thatt thiss
epistide be resd unte ailll the brethman! (6o the wiole brotherhood”, NEB).  Thiss
has been takem by some to imply thatt some sectionn off thHe: church (indeed the
Jewisth sectiba)) was i danger off belmy lefft outt off the reading.  Thiss imterpreti-
atioan would be stmengthened iff we adopted tiee addiitiomall word "holiy" (hagios))
Which appears im Codiex Alesandrinus and tihe earlléestt Versiomss, forr thiss miight
easilyy be & referesices to the feavsi;, whom Paull somdtimes designates as holl iéne
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Apartt froom the ratiherr matietdly Jewisth flavowrr off mubhof the imagery of -~
11 Thessaloniams, therec aree two passages which miight suggest thatt the ws arm
especiallyy im mind hemes.  FEirstt ks the refererice to thee Lordl comiing to be
glortfiéted fm Hiss saintds, which ks very mugh a picturee off God beiny glonifiéded im
Hiss people Israetl (Psaltm 88 I, I8aa. 49:3)). The additibon hers;, "becawse our
testihmony unte you was believed!!, identifittes att léastt some att Thessalonica witth

these "saints%".  Then im 2:13 theree &s the: pessibilityty thatt the: trugs textt readis:

"God chose you as firstfblitslts", which, #f cormaett, would certaiyy mwean thatt the
Jewisth beliesverss im Thessalonica ame addressed and thieitr priorityty im the work off
salvatibon empphabised, il

GORINTHIANS, ©

The Corinthiam correspondiervcecomtainss many puzzlkss, butt im some respedis

thes picttirec becomesteéaveer. THough thiee gemeral myehsbehshipff the church weas .
Gentilée (12:3)), theres were 25 welll ass Greeks withinn itt (12:13), and the two
were equall imncalliiigie (L:244) and formedt “one body*, off which the one lbaff att the
Lomdtss Buppar was 3 proper symiodl (10:117)).  Thiss unityy off the locsll chumeh,; and
itds dignityy as "thiee body off CGhristt' inn which each nwerbdey, Wirdtewaer hiss Hidtoygys.. .
had been baptizeafl i ohe Spint,t, ks one off the stakinge featiness off Paulés
teaching here;, and fewisth privilegee fadess to nothing im thiss comception off thee
"new creatibort™ (2 Cor. 5). We do nott know, howener, wimat the actuall relatitorss
off feaws and Gentiles were likke im Corinthh, unlesss the disumityy att thee Lord'ss
Supper givess a clliep. Wit ks noticeablles iss thatt the fersaléen church im botin
epistidss has a2 unique places i Paullés thimking,, amd thatt the Corvimtiiam church

ks expected tr adkmoMiddgethatt pre-emiinence by mmans of the colléeticon fr

Al

Jemusséon,  Furthhemmore, the Corimtthidmss om alll sidkss must have been conscious
thatt theitr faithh stemmaddfioom Istaegl, iee. Christiann Jewsi. The factionss

neantioned 0 1 Cok. 3 aie alll under thee namwes of Jéwsi: Paull, Apollosg, Cephas,
Chiristc; amd e “fildee aposties?' wihomPaull demoumeesin 2 Cor. ame: [ewss froom
Jerusaléen.. The Corimttiean Geritiless coultd nott have doubted thett salvatidonn was off
the jewss or thutt they shouldl have a righht umbberstnatiine of theiir reletidnshipp to ths:
Ygaintes" o Wivesestan they were fastered..  For though dependent om tie Jewss forc
the gospel,, they ame comotdtely ome witih them fn thee new body brought ihtdo being
throwgh the: death off Christ). : ‘

Paul'$s churches seem never two have been frees flomm e attemtibmss of® Jewsi,
some aft lestt fropm ferussiéen and some even calllige thenssdlves apostitss, wiho
sought to iEmpose om Gemtilée Christidnss some measure off obvervance of the Jewishh
kw. (I te pro-circumelgiom groups were not: always fews;, thew were Gentilbss
who had conceived the idea thett too be circumcised and keep thes law was a mwre
excellentt motle of Christiann faithh ang Jlifdd.) Mamy such fewss coultl putt & stromg
case forr theitr formuoff Christidnitity, as they coull represent themsdives as
expressing the Christidnityty of tiee very centres off the: faithh witence te gospel
itsedfll’ had come abroad to the: Gentilésy. Paulds difficudtyty o combating such teaching:
was imoreased! by te factt thatt he himself was, fn certaihn circmstances, s law-keepin;
Jewi.  How coult! he distinggisth himself froom the other claibmants to apostlesthijp and
distinggudish hiss reasom forr law-keepimg froom theitsn?

EEILBETANS AND COOOSBIANS.

Both im Phillppicinss and Colossigmss, as earfiéer im Galatibnss, he tellds hiss
churches blumtlyy teo imitetée him and only such otther fewss as aocoord withh hiss owtlboks
(Phill. 3:07). n Colossibarss he nanwes the fewisth colléaagues whombhe regards as hiss
folldwrworkers: (4:10,I1)). Was thiss to assisbt hiss converts im distinguishirigs
relldblele Jews. froom umrelippie?? He layss down agaim thee simple canon hHoe testingg
the coireett atdtudeld: to be losled for fn & renuite ey, o tn Gal. 6:15. Jn
Phill. 3 tt & those whose worship ks by tiee Spinitit of God and who do 0ot platee
confidenoe fn tiee fléshh, who cam be tmstedd. Thiss s te toec cincumcisibn. Some
off Paullss bittésestt Saracam fs reserved! fm Phill. for those who make cincumcisibem
¢ significerint ritbahl featurec.  Thelrss ks nv circumcisibmn. Tt &9 8 mere. matil-
atibon (3:22 - "tleo comcisibot’ of . Gal,. 5:12). They melke & gad of theitr bellyy and
gloryy im theitr pudentta, "am alllsidon te theiir cincumcisiom!, 55998 Karll Bartth, “which
I comereteners of presemtatiom leavess nothing two be desteed!, WWhven Paull says
enpphitically thatt "we are thie: circumcision!’!, and "our citizenshipp &s n heaven®, im
direeet contrastt to these faldec jows (333, 3:X0)), he ks speaking of himself and hiss
twee fewisth colléagues;. He fo nott [ thibkk imcllcings the Gentilée Phillppidngs fn the
designatiom. These passages are;, im faatt, tiee only cases of te fiistst person
pluredl in thes Jettérr, wihich throushout ks characteris<od! by 1" and "youll. =Paull hag
e same extemmall ground off confidence as the faldec fowsj, fndesd » bdteegground,
butt altfioush hiss pedigree ledd him in Gotl's providemce fwo become one of e “troec
Circunncision), tie extermalts themsdives ame Jesss them nothing to him as a ground off
rightéousaesss. = Only Christt and Hiss deatih providie s suffidieient restings plaee for
faxnl*@b:;ﬂ,r aazgdi here: Paull and hiss converts: shame fn fullll alll thee blessibgss of salwatibpn
fan 580 o ’ : :

‘The distiotibion between Paull and tie Gentide meabmersof Hiss churches s

1 Mullery, Philippisngs, New London Commbntary®. 151%
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more cleanhty drawn im Colossibmss. o the filstst @ sser he telkls how God's Jong
hidden secrstt comcerning the placee off thee Gentiléss im salwvatiden has now, i

tiee gospel dispensation, been revemled to the jewisth belibverss, "fhee saintss"
(1:26,27)). By thits arramgensent, the Gentilkss —~ wihom Paull ks addressimg - have
been coant(@ Wﬂl’th{ to have a share (meris.)) im the herithgee (kikrosp) off Godl's
people ( im the: realln off lightt. (1:4®). Thiss heritdgee ks them
defined! ass "redemptl@lm"' Et iss Christt ass thee etermall Word, nott merely as Jewiskh
meessiah, who by hiss death reconciléel alll allénn elements, and becanwead off

thee churcth, The church ks thuss ne mere restoredl or renewet Israebl (thowgh
restored] Israebl shares im itk) but 2 new creatibo.

Even im Colossme, howevar, thereo ares some beliesinyg: fewss who would continwe
to keep theiir sabbaths and feastts and other customs (2:1%)). Paull does nott say-
they ame wrong,  Butt these customs arec mere shadows off the sulbstamce wihich iss i
Chriss,t, and they must om no account be Jaidd om tiee comsciences off Gertilée )
believerss. Had Paull been addiressimg onily fews, he miight have argued, ass he ‘
does im Romans2:3), thatt they shouldl seek theo triee inmerr spintuahl coumter:- 1
partt off outward cinceumcisiotn. Buft he s addressimg madimly Gentiléss, and two
tihem he says); ass agaimstt tie suggestion thatt they would be betterr offf witkh circam~
cisionp, thatt they have no concern witth such a ritde, thatt they hanvesométhing -
far more signifidantnt - a compplete puttihge offf off the fléshh through theirr identt--
iféstionon withh Christls 5 deatih. A clreurmncisiven indeed!! Paull s not heme
explainihgg or rativwralisingng the trec meanirg off fewisth clrcurmelisiben s ndakhss |
clainninge  thath, particuldryly for Gentilésg, Christ's's death surpasses alll jewisth
ritdsys, and renders the adoptimg off them a falllffonm graces.

EPHESIANG

The Epistide to the Ephesians ks the copimy stormee off Paulds theologicsll positfény.
In itt s sett forthh thee most strikitige statemant off thee unitly off jeewand Gentiléc
inn Ghristi. Kt ks the more rematicdlle thatt it does nott overlook thes priorityty off" ‘
Istaetl as Godl's imstiument off evamgelisti. n the dispensatiom off the gospell, hor |
go s farr ag o say thatt beliewihge Gentiless become Israeditebes when they enmbisrace ;
tfiee promiise of salationp. ; ‘

Thirougitwouit the thanksgivimg prayer which opens tiee epistido, or att Jeastt fromm
versee 11, Paull speaks off the jewisth believerss as im thee fikstst place thlee imheritéess
off Godl's promiised blessingg. "It was hiss willl thatt we; who were the: firstst to sett
our hope om Chrstt, should ceuse Hiss gloryy W be praiseel" (NEB). Thiss causing
Gud's gloryy to be praised] tosk placee through the preachimg ‘off the gospel by jews
tw Gantiléss. "And you towy, when you had heard thee messatye, and had beliewed! ftt,
became imcorporatee im Christt'.  Thus thee Gentiless share withh Jspebl the Donle
spintitah 1 blessings off v. 3}, bywhiclh we aree probBabigy unterstand thatt blessings
adwrnbratddieo Abraham,and thee imheritameec I the heavenly realdi.

Im Chapter 2, Paull firstst reminds hiss readerss thatt he ardl hiss felldwv jews were
att one withh the Guntlless im sihn and judgemients, as he does i Romans, He albeo des-
cribess tiee advantages off Istackl im mudh the same way ass i Romaws; they have the
coverghts off promise, they have the khowledige off God; thee commonwkEithand theirgs
ks thee Christt the Nessiah, All these the Gentiless Jacked]. Yett what now unitess
feow and Gentilée s nott these thihggs, butt thee death off Chrisst. By thatt deatth,
the aw was freeetl fromm thee Jow and s cuisey, and '3 singlée new hurashity! was
fomrmed i wiich botfn jew and Greek may approach God throwgh thee same Spirt;t,

| Jewisth Geistiann Chureh.

. today? [ do nott know.
| @ff t&mhggs.
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Et ks heme thatt Paull uses terns which have ofteen been takem as imdicatinge thatt
thee church ks a renewed or sphmidakl fstsepl. The thieee images he entpluys ame:
citizenshlip P il e same republitc; mevahwrershipel the howsdindid of Gods and
imcomporatibp? iftsC e same Ted buldinge. The figgwess, hovexest; falll shomt
off claibineg am identityy betWesh Isteetl and the church. They ame cleanyy partiyy
derived] fropn the Oldl Testansent plcttiress off Gentlléss going up to worshlp att
Jeruszidat, doidy homagety thes @?één reatt kineg and offesitige theitr prayers i the Temple,
Butt thee figgitee off thee eoffipidn thr Fepublicc and alteo the figuirec off thee househgiw
may welll owe senséthing te the Hellemistid c comreeptions of those twe imstifiutidhens,
forr i e Hellemistic ¢ republitc wigh off mMdny racesss miight fibdd a conmwoncitizensisip, b,
and meehtoershipof” & howseliold miight alkeo be open fo gomie persom off difféeentt
nmatiomalliyty froem thatt off thee houseiolder, Thus, i becomimy felldwwedtizénsns witkh
the saimdp, Gentiless fourmd themwsdlVes nrambersofl am altogetier largerr societyy tham:
oftd Isra?;el, 2 socletly forr which "& new mahkind" s finallily the only adeguste
deserigtidnn.

The picttirec off the Temple has likewisec been tramsformed, The foundatiom off the
new Tenpgle ks indeed Istrzekbl, forr itt consistés off the apostibss and prophets off thee
But e greater pamtt off the stroctiirec above ke Gentilég.

Chrapter 3 off Ephesians givess the explanatiom off thits relationshipip. [t was to the

apostiess and prophets off the fewist Chiristiann church thatt God fiistst revealed Hise

imtertionn off unltihge jfeavs and Gertlléss i one spimidakl church and making them
jointidréirsrs off the promiised imheritdmeec off salvationn. So when salwativon was offéred!
o the Guitllésy, it was the feaves who were emtrusted withh thee taskc botfh off preachimg
thatt gospel and albeo off expounding alll itds dimensions to the Gentiléss who were
igmersitt off alll e Jonyy ecemturiess off Gud's revelktidnn., I thiss sense they were
the foundation of the new Temidle, The sylldbligs off salwationn was stiflll onlyy tw

| be fownd i the Ol Testamrars, and thiss had been comirittsd to the fws. So Paul
? pm f’orr hiss @seﬁftﬂéo converts thatt they may be stromge to comppethed witth

op, (tHatt &g, witth alll the saintsp) the lengththiec breadthy, the

| d@pﬂh and -uﬁee heﬁgmt«off alll thatt God hass prepared forr Hiss people.

[ should nott comelude withoutt saying thiss. T am conscious thatt the picttwec [

. have drawn of the New Testansait church contrsstss very stramgely witth tie church as:
. We know itt today.
. Wadighty factbrss which would seem to plyy litttdle o ne partt im our thinkihgg today

I have drawn attentidoen to greats New Testamvert argunsents and

hethesr about mrsm@maw work or about thes lifde of the locall church,., Allbowihg: thatt
wifat [ have saidd iss substantiallyy a corwectt statement, themec amc miany guestionss
atlsee froom it to which [ do nott givee any answer, What, for instbmeceg, ks thee bearing
off the few-Gentilee questiom om moddern miissionary work and om demorningtional relbtidns.s
But [ am sures thatt we cannot by-pass the biblicazhl pattenm

We preférr it to telll ug whitt
[ have no doubt ati alll thatt am immenseancourit off imttergnetaticon

But: behimdl both: off thess activitiebes

lect, f, B.A, fudts, The Soclall Battern of Ghristidnn Grouns fn Mo fiart Century,

e e

By

“ We alll temdl to picks outt such versess fromm thes Billlée ass seem, superficcallyly.
| to fitt our immeédidte sittatiormn, or to plug 2 gap Im our theologicall system, We have

- Jaspayy stopped asking: the Bifsido to speak forr itselflf.
. We want fw hear;.
. off the Bitlée s neededl im tenms off our own thinkingg, and am equallly immeenseancoubt
. Of applicationn to thee needs off our own age.
- must be the entteavour fiistst to umdlerstand the: Biblec im terms off itds own sitbaticron.

Be
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