
in our daily lif'c we s hould nuke tino 
f'or reading tl>...G Bible oursolveso 1/hy 
not take as a ootto f'or tho How Year 
to read t h e Bible before we read the 
newspaper. If' we aro heads of' f'a.I:lilies 
we should certainly road and explain 
t he Bible to our children , for it is 
through tho Word of' God bein g received 
in tho heart, that God fas~ions us 
into Christia...'1.s througl1 ~-~is Spirit., 

You will rcDenbcr that St Paul 
co ~10ondod Tinothy because his parents 
a:.,d grandparents had taugh t hin tho 
Bible f'roQ his earliest youth. 
St Paul's words wore: 

11 
•• f'ron a babe thou ~-ias t known tho 
sacred writings which are n.blo to 
nake t h ee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ 
Jesuso Every scripture inspired 
of God is also profitable for 
teachi:~g, for reproof, f'or 
correction, for i n struction which 
is in rightoousnosss that the 
nan of' God nay be conploto, 
furnished conplctoly unto every 
good work". (2 Tir.1. 3:15-17). 

Th o Bible :-ias this power, occauso it 
is Q.2..9-~s_ \-lord, let us see th<m t hat we 
read an<l subwit to it ourselves, u.~d 
teach it to our f'~~ilies, so t~at our 
children nay grow up non and woncn of 
God, co r.!plctoly furnished to every 
good work. 

1/70. ll.1.70. 
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One of' tli.e leading r:iod.ern Roman 
Cc:. tholic theologians r Dr Eans Kung, 
Professor of the Rona.a Cat~olic 

Theological Faculty of the U:.~iversity 
of Tubingen wrote a book immediately 
before the rece:!t Va t;ica.<. Council 
cc.lled "The Colh""lcil a."'ld Reunion 11 ., It 
is an interesting a ::-id co:'lciliatory 
bookc L~ it h e discu..s ~es Protestan.t­
j_ 3m. i:i a very frien dly ma:a"'l.er o On 
page 106 he asks the vi t al qu~s tio:n 
"Why did the Roman Ca tho lie Church 
r e ject the Protesta.'11.t ref'orr:1atioi.--:? 11 

He analyses the answer dow:.i. to one 
-i-- ~ -: i.0 point$ and writen 1 "The actual 
reason for rejecting Luther was this~ 

for all that it included genuine 
reforms ~ and despite h is conservatism, 
often st.ressed to ·-·day 3 Luther ; s 
ref'ornation was esse:J.tially a revol­
ution,, He brought the very essence of 
t:1e Catholic Church L1to question when 
(this was the real innovation) he set 
his perso~al ~ subjccti7e, and yet (by 
his intention) universally binding 
interpretation of the Scriptures in 
.2£.i_p.c:i,tl~.~, above the Cl1.urc~1. 211.d her 
tr a di ti ono Tl:i s moa:.1. t th.at he rejected 
the who lo teaching =io t:l.o d of' the 
Church , not only the Pope ~ but after 
tho Loip~ig di~putation i~ 1519, tho 
ecumenical councils as well. 11 j)r Kung 
adds "The Catholic Cii.urc~1. rejected 
Luther because if she was ~ot prepared 
to surrender her very nature, she was 
boU:.--id to do so .. 11 Dr ~\:ung ::.'las put his 
finger on the crwc. Lot us look more 
carefully at what he says. :·1o states 
that Luther brought the very essence 
of' the Roman Catholic Church into 

.. 

.. 

question "when ho sot his porsoi1.al ~ 
subjective, rui.d yet (oy his i~tontion) 
universally bLJ.ding in torpretu tion of' 
the Scriptures in principle above the 
Church and her traditionc 11 But what 
does Dr KLU1.g r.ioan by Lutherts "porsonc:il.s 
subjective~ a;.i.d yet (by _his .i.:.-itention) 
universally binding interpretation of' 
tho ScripturosH? His mc3aning is noth. . 
ing else than thi~ that Luther regard~· 
ed the plain menning of' Scripture, 
that is ,. tho I:J.Ganing appuren t to every 
intelligent reader~ as binding on 
himself' a.~d on _ovoryono olsee Dr Ku..~g 
closigna tos th~s plain moan.i.."'1.g as 
Luther r s porson,cil, subjective in.terprot·­
a tion~ but such a description is inciO... 
ontal ;; because it is not primarily 
Luther ' s interpretation, for it is 
also the personal a:.i.d subjective 
interpretation of eve;r.Y.: intelligent 
U.:1.d candid roadoro To call it Luth.ors 
interpretntion i is beside the point 9 

for the plain moani~g of written 
l~J.guage is thb common possession of 
every :intelligent reader. It was this 
plain meru~ing of Scripture which Luther 
insisted shoul~ bo universally bindingc 
If the moaning was dubious or uncertain 
i:::.1. a..'1.y pass age~ th on to that ext e:::.--: t it 
·was not bi::::tdi:.1go 3ut where the moan-., 
ing is crystal clearr as it is in most 
PCl.rts of' the Scripture~ it is univors~ 
ally oi~ding, for it is God ; s word 
writto~, and this plain moaning of 
Scripture was set by Luther, as by 
every other follower of' tho reformat­
ion, 11 iz1 principle above tho Church 
a;J.d her tradition 11 • It is to this 
that Dr ICu.."1.g objects. 



One of the leading modern Roman 
Cc. tholic theologians r Dr I-~ans Kung, 
Professor of the Rooa;.1 Cat~olic 

Theological Faculty of' the U:n.iversi ty 
of Tubingen wrote a book immediately 
before the rece~t Vatica.J. Council 
cc.lled "The Cour1cil a:r1d Reunion"" It 
is an interesting a::.i.d co:."-cilia tory 
book" In it he discusses Protestant­
i3m i!'l a very friendly ma:a"'lcr" On 
page 106 he asks t~1.e vital qu0 s tion 
EWhy did the Roman Ca tho lie Church 
reject the Protestaz1t re:forr.1atio:c:..? 11 

He analyses the answer doiv:.1. to one 
i--: -: i.e point$ and writen, "The actual 
reason for rejecting Luther was this 1 
for all that it included genuine 
reforms~ a.11.d despite hi s conservatisr.1~ 

often st:ressed to·-·day 3 Luther <:s 
refornation was essentially a revol­
ution,, He brought the very essence of 
Cie Catholic Church L'1to c.:.uestion when 
(this was tho real innovation) he set 
his perso~al ~ subjoctive 1 and yet (by 
his intention) universally binding 
interpretation o:f the Scriptures in 
.2£.i_p.ci.EI_e..;' above tho C:hurc!1. 2.i.1.d her 
tradi tiono Tl:is moan t that he rejected 
the whole teaching ::-ie t:10 d of the 
Church:· not only the Pope~ but after 
the Leip~ig di~putatio~ in 1519, tho 
ecUL"1cnical councils as well. 11 j)r Kung 
adds "Tho Catholic Cl1.urc:1. rejected 
Luther because if she was ~ot prepared 
to surrender her very na turo, she was 
boU:.J.d to do so .. 11 Dr ~\:ung ::.-ias put his 
finger on the crwc. Let us look LlOrc 
carefully at what he says. :-io states 
that Luther brought tho very essence 
of' the Roma.~ Catholic Church into 

.. 

"' 

question "when he so 't his personal= 
subjective, and yet (oy his i~tention) 
univorsnlly bix1ding interpr.etation of' 
the Scriptures in principio above tho 
Church and her traditionc 11 But what 
does Dr Ktu1.g m.oan by LuthorEs "persona~ 
subjective,. a.i1.d yet (byllis i.:.J.tcntion) 
universally binding interpretation of 
tho ScripturosH? His mGUJ.1.i:r?.g is noth . . 
ing olso thnn t;hi~ th.at Luther r0gard~· 
od th0 plain monning of Scripture, 
that is .. tho !J.caning appnron t to every 
intelligent reader~ as binding on 
himself' and on everyone else. Dr Kung 
clcsigna tos th~s plain moru1.i.."1.g as 
Luther r s porso:.1.ciL· subjo cti vo interpret·­
a tio~~ but such a description is incid­
ental ;; because it is not primarily 
Luther Zs interpretation, f'or it is 
also tho personal a:.1.d subjective 
interpretation of eVG!".J'.: intelligent 
n:.1.d candid rcadorc To call. it Luth.eris 
interpretntion j is beside tho point 9 
f'or the plafn meani~g of' written 
la..J.guage is the comr.ion possession of 
every intelligent reader. It was this 
plain moaning of Scripture which Luther 
insisted shoul~ be universally bindingc 
If' tho meaning was dubious or uncertain 
i:.1. any passage~ then to thnt c.xte:"-t it 
·was not bindi::go 3ut wh ere the moan ... 
ing is crystal clearr as it is i..~ raost 
pa.i~ts of the Scripturor it is univors., 
ally oi~c1ing, f'or it is God:s word 
writte~, and this plnin mcnuing of 
Scripture was sot by Luther, as by 
every other follower of tho reformat­
ion, 11 in principle above tho Church 
a;J.d her tradition 11 • It is · to this 
that Dr Ku.-ig objects. 



Tho question is basic, and yet 
simple, namely this~ Is the plain 
moaning of Scripture to control, a..~d 
if necessary~ to refonn the Church and 
her tradition, or is the Church and her 
trndi tio:J. _above tho plain L1oaning of' 
Scripture, so that tne Church has tho 
right, as teacher:, to oxplnin this 
moaning so as to mak8 it conform to 
her traditio:::i'? Dr I\:u::1g assorts that 
the ess01:co of tho RomaD. Catholic 
.._,_.._-.:; ~: ... is that she is i.'1. principle 
above the Scripture; so that she aay 
teach, :::iot necessarily in conformity 
with what a,ppoars to be tho plain JLlG~"'l·­

ing of Scripturop but in conformity 
with hor traditions~ 2-:~d aako the 
meani:ag of Scripture co:J.f'orn to her 
teachingo But the Protestant principle 
is that the Churchls tenoning must 
conform to plain Scripture. 

To defend l:er position, tho 
Church of Rooo claios that the Scrip­
ture has :1.o plain i:ioa:.i.ing? that it is 
obscure; but the facts aro contrary to 
this argw:ien t., nooks are wri ttc:n to 
be understood, and this is true of the 
books of the Bible. .Anyo~o roadi~g 

the Scripture in a good nodorn tr&~s­
latio:.1. has little difficulty in arriv ... 
ing at this raea~ing over a very largo 
area of ScripturoQ 

Pro tos ta...""1 t 
was that 

the sup­
Church, 

says we 
necessary 

The principle of tho 
Refornation is the sane as 
of the .early Church: naraely, 
reaacy of' Scripture over t~o 
so that what tho Scripture 
must submit to, and if 

) 

~ 

reform ourselves in order to subraito 
Thus the Scripture is in principle above 
tho Church and her traditiono 

Tho essonco of' the Ronan Catholic 
position is~ as Ktmg rightly says~ 

that t?.1.e Church and her trndi ti on is 
in principle above tho Scripture as 
understood by an intelligent Christian 
reader~ so that tho intolligo~t and 
spiri. tua.lly :minded Christian. r-mst refer 
to tho Church to find tho meaning of 
Scripturer and not to tho Scripture 
itsolf'c Tho creed of Pope Pius IX 
requires ovary Ronan Catholic priest 
to proniso that ho will not intorprot 
Scripture except in conf'orr.1i ty with 
tho teaching of' the Churcho Thus the 
llord of' God is nude captive .. 

Boca.use the plain moan:L~g of 
Scripture so often seems to bo contrary 
to the teaching of the Church of RoI'.1e ~ 
that denonination~ in tho paste has 
foUJ.,d it expedient to forbid tho read­
ing of Scripture by its ordinary ooa­
berso Tbis prohibition is ~ow being 
relaxed~ and it is intoresti:~g to see 
the consequences for Ror.mn Ca tho.l:icisno 
They aro inevita"!:>lo!' boceuso trThe Word 
of God is livingr UJ.,d active~ and 
sharper tha:n any two-edged sword, nnd 
piercing eve~ to the dividing of soul 
a.11.d spirit ri of both joints a..J.d narrow 11 
a;i.d quick to discern tho thoughts and 
in ton ts of' the heart. 11 

::~istorical1y speaking~ the Ref­
oroa ti on bcga...."'1. through tho p1ai.ri r.1ean­
ing of Scripture Qonvicting the ainds 



Tho question is basic~ and yet 
simple, namely this~ Is the plain 
meaning of Scripture to control, a..~d 
if necessary~ to refonn the Church and 
her tradition, or is the Church and her 
trndi tio:i. _above the plain L1can.ing of 
Scripture, so that the Church has the 
right, as teacher:· to explnin this 
moaning so as to mako it conform to 
her traditio:i? Dr I\:ui.1g asserts that 
the ess01-:co of tho Roma:;:i. Cntholic 
v~ ... ....:r~: ... is that she is iz-1 principle 
above tho Scripture; so that she aay 
teach, ~ot necessarily in conformity 
with what a.ppoars to be tl1.o plain mea."1.·­
ing of Scripturcp but in conformity 
with her traditions~ a:~d nako the 
moani:ag of Scripture co:1.f'orn to her 
teachingo But the Protestant principle 
is that the Churchls tenoning must 
conform to plain Scripture. 

To defend l"~er position, tho 
Church of Ro~c claios that the Scrip­
ture has :1.o plain i:iea:aing? that it is 
obscure; but the facts aro contrary to 
this argw:ien t.., :i3ooks are wri ttcn to 
be understood, and this is true of the 
books of the Bible. .Anyo~o rendi~g 

the Scripture in a good oodorn tra..~s­

la tio:i h.ns 1 it tl o difficulty in arri v ... 
ing at this raoa~ing over a very largo 
area of ScriptureQ 

Pro tes ta...""l. t 
was that 

tho sup­
Church, 

says we 
necessary 

The principle of the 
RcforI:ia tio:i is the saL1c as 
of the early Church: naQely, 
renacy of Scripture over t~o 
so that what the Scripture 
must submit to, and if 

) 

~ 

reform ourselves in order to subraito 
Thus tho Scripture is in prl1.ciplG above 
tho Church and her traditiono 

Tho cssonco of tho Romnn Catholic 
position is, as Ktmg rightly says~ 

that t?1.e Church and her tr a di ti on is 
in principle above tho Scripture as 
understood by an intelligent Christian 
roadcr 0 so that tho intelligent and 
spiritually minded Christian. nust refer 
to tho Church to find the meaning of 
Scripturer and not to tho Scripture 
itself'c. Tho creed of Pope Pius IX 
requires every RoI:ian Catholic priest 
to proniso that he will not interpret 
Scripture except in conforr.1i ty with 
tho teachi.ng of the Churcho Thus tho 
llord of God is nade captive .. 

Boca.use the plain meani.r.~g of 
Scripture so often seems to bo contrary 
to tho teaching of the Church of RoI:1o, 
that dcnonination~ in tho paste has 
foUJ.~d it expedient to forbid the read­
ing of Scripture by its ordinary nen­
berso Tbis prohibition is ~ow being 
relaxed~ and it is interesti:.~g to see 
the consequences for Ror.mn Ca tholicisno 
They aro inevitable!' bcceuso 11 The Word 
of God is livingr and active~ and 
sharper tha:n. any two-edged sword~ nnd 
piercing eve~ to the dividing of soul 
a.11.d spiritD of' both joints a...J.d r.m.rrow 11 
a;1.d quick to discern tho thoughts and 
intents of tho heart. 11 

:-:istorically speaking, the Ref­
oroation began through tho plain nean­
ing of Scripture ~onvicting tho ainds 



of those who read it; whether they wore 
the Lollards in Engla:1.d, or Hartin 
Luther at Witt·enburg~ who~ when a 
professor at the University there~ 

read the 3iblc in preparation for his 
lectures a 

Tho battlogrolL.~d of the Roform­
a tio:n was tho question of' how we may 
be saved a..'1.d go to ~foavcno This is 
still the questio~ which divides the 
• - ..: ~ ~-.: -: -'- ..,:~-'- a:c.d Roman de:'lor.1ina ti on~ o 

It is a topic of gro~t prnctical 
importa.""1.cc, n:nd it is also one on wl-iich 
the :Dible speaks with a great deal of 
clarityc The Bible says plainly in 
nwnerous passages that because of 
Chris ti's den th on tho cross for sinners: 
salvation is offered to all who ask 
God for forgiveness, and who put their 
faith i.~ Christts death on tho cross 
for them , believing that C~rist is 
Lord of' all. Thus; when t l:.e jailor at 
Philippi ask<=id Paul and Silas "What 
must I do to bo saved?" tho answer was 
brief an.d to tho po in~ "3oliove on th3 
Lord Jesus Christ ru~d t~ou shalt be 
saved and thy :house". 

However, during tho i ~iddlc A.gos 
ti.1erc grow up i:1 tho Churc:1. tho teach·­
ing that forgiveness could only bo 
obtained through use of tho Church 
ordinances; that is: t h rough baptism 
and penance and o th.er ordinances o 

Moreover~ the doctrine t:r..a t our own 
ueri ts r.1Ust c;o hand in hand with those 
of Christ's for our entry i~to Heaven 
also received Church endorsement during 
this period. The question. at the 

Reformation was whether the Church 
teaching as it had boon inherited from 
the 11~iddle Ages was to be brpught into 
line with t:1.e plain meaning of' Scrip~ 
ture: or whethe:L~ tho rncai.J.~""1.g of' Scrip ... 
ture was to be so explained that it 
could fit tho Church's practice c As 
Dr Kt.mg~ s book shows, this is still 
tho · crux~ f'or Holy Scripture k..'1.ow s 
nothi~g of' penance~ or of purgatory ~ 
and it explicitly do!1.ics t:J.a t our ov1:1 
mcri ts are a."'1.y part of the grou...J. d of 
our salvation ~ Scripture insists that 
Christ ~ s merits alone arc the ground 
of our salvation ;: and our f'ai th in 
God: s urornis e. which comes to us as a 

~ . . 
resul t of Ch1~ist 2 s merits!' is t:1.e only 
moans of obtaining t h e benefit of 
tho s c Merits (; 

Tho questions for us who ·accept 
tho authority of Scripture arc siople: 
have we accepted God t s prof'fcrcd . sal­
vation? Have we put our faith in 
Christ as our Saviour? Do we . follow 
Hil:l as our Lord"? This is tho first 
question; the second. f'ollqws .~ . if we 
c,ccept t:1.e nuthori ty of' t~1.e Scripture~ 

which teaches these things ~ do we read 
tho Scripture regularly for ourselves 
and do we submit to it? 

Those of' us in the Protestant 
deno r..1i:nations whoso f.ai t h is basod on 
Scripture arc greatly at fault i1 we 
do not road the Bible an.<,l subni t to it 
ourselves as individualso "'ifo :aced, 
not only to be regular in attending 
divine service on Sunday~~ whore the 
3ible is read and e.::;:::pou...--idcd 9 but also 



of' those who re ad it; whether they were 
the Lollards in Engl m1.d 1 or Martin 
Luther at Wit t ·enburg ~ who ~ when a 
professor at the University there~ 
read the 3ible in preparatio~ f'or his 
lectures o 

Tho battlegrolliid of the Ref'orm­
a tion was the question of h ow we may 
be saved a..~d go to Zeavcn 4 This is 
still the questio:.1. which divides the 
_- ..:.~ :.,....; -:- -'-..,_-~..... g,~d Roman de:-ior..iina tion::>o 
It is a topic of great prc.ctical 
importance, an.d it is also one on wli.ich 
the :Oiblo spealt:s with a gre a t deal of 
claritya The Bible says plainly in 
numerous passages that because of 
Chris t rs den th on the cross f'or sinners: 
salvation is of:fcred to all who ask 
God for forgiveness , nnd who put their 
faith in Christts doatil on tho cross 
f'or them ~ believing that C~rist is 
Lord o:f all . Thus~ wh en tl"~ e jailor at 
Philippi ask9d Paul nnd Silas . "What 
must I do to be saved?" the answer was 
brief and to tho poi:n t, "3elieve on th:: 
Lord Jesus Christ lliid tilou shalt be 
saved and thy :house". 

However, during tho i ~idcile Agos 
ti.1o rc grow up in the Churc:1. tho teach·~ 
ing that forgiveness could only be 
obtained t:'lrough uso of t h o Church 
ordinances; that is: t h rough baptism 
and. penru.ice and other ordinances o 

Moreover~ the doctrine t1'..a t our own 
nerits nust go hand in hand with those 
of Christ's f'or our entry i~to Heaven 
also received Church endorsement during 
this period. The ~ucstion at the 

Reformation was whether the Church 
teaching as it had boon inheritGd from 
the T1~iddle A.gos was to be brpught into 
linG with tb.e plain meaning of' Scrip~· 
ture: or whether tho moa.i."'1.~ .. :n.g of' Scrip .. , 
ture was to be so explained that it 
could fit t h G Church's practice c AS 
Dr Knng ~ s book shows, this is still 
the · crw:: :l for Holy Scripture k.'l.ows 
no th.i:1.g of' penan c e• or o:f purgatory : 
and it m::plicitly do!i.ios t :1.at our ova 
mGrits are a.~y part of tho groua d of 
our salvation ~ Scripture insists that 
Christ : s meri ts alone arc thG ground 
of our salvation ~ and our f'aith in 
God : s promise~ which comes to usa.s a 
result of Ch:i.~ist i s merits :- is t :1.e only 
moans of obtaining t h e benefit of 
tho so :r.iori ts < 

The questions for us wh o ·accept 
tho authority of Scripture arc sinplc: 
have we accepted God ~ s prof'forod sal­
vation? Have we put our faith in 
Cli.rist as our Saviour? Do we . follow 
Hi~ as our Lord? This is the first 
question; tho second . f'ollqws ~ . if we 
u.ccept t :J.e authority of t l'le Scripture r 
which teaches these things 0 do \\ro read 
tho Scripture regularly for ourselves 
and do we submit to it? 

Th ose of' us in tho Protestant 
deno r.1i:a.i.ations whoso f.ai t h is bas ad on 
sdripturo arc greatly at fault if we 
do not road the Bible an.4 subait to it 
ourselves as individuals.. "de aced, 
not only to be regular in attending 
divine service on Sunday~~ wh~ro thG 
3ible is read and e::::pou."'ldod, but also 



in our daily life wo should r.mke tir:10 
f'or reading tha Bible ourselveso Why 
not take as a no tto for tho !Tow Year 
to read tho Bible before we road tho 
newspaper. If' we aro heads of' :fanilies 
we should certainly road and explain 
the Bible to our children, f'or it is 
through the Word of' God being received 
in tho heart, that God fas~ions us 
into Christians through ~-~is Spirit.., 

You will rcncnber that St Paul 
conoondod Tinothy because his parents 
a..,d gra..~dparents had taught hin tho 
Bible fron his earliest youth. 
St Paul's words were: 

11 
•• f'ron a babe thou ~-ias t kn.own tho 
sacred writings which are able to 
nake thee wise unto salvation 
through faith whic~ is in Christ 
Jesuse Every scripture inspired 
of God is also profitable for 
teachL~g, for reproof, for 
correction, :for instruction which 
is in righteousnosss that the 
I:Jan of' God r.m.y bo conplotc, 
furnished conpletoly unto every 
good work". (2 Tin. 3:15-17). 

The Bible has this power, oocause it 
is Q.2..9._!_f'!. \lord, lot us see thm1 that we 
read and suboit to it ourselves, n..~d 

teach it to our f&Jiliest so t~at our 
childran nay grow up r.1on and wol.lon of' 
God, conplotoly furnished to every 
good work. 

1/70. ll.1.70. 
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