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Broughton to Coleridge, 4/12/1852 (3 Devonshire Rd, Balham, Surrey)

Your note of 25/11. Since then | have been at this quet place, suffering under
a good deal of indisposition. The attack of bronchitis under which | suffered
so seVere]y on the voyage and which seemed to have paséed its intensity, was
reVived by a cold ride from Southampton and an introdﬂction to the atmosphere

of London. It has aséumed the form of asthma, reqﬁiring bliéters and other
actiVé rémédieé, to which it has yiélded.bﬁt.éﬁ]]enly.and reluctantly: and
Still éeemé to be, like the Bﬁrmeée, entrenched and ready for another sally.

- The conéeqﬁehce haé been that | have lain in bed three dayé, and have sat in my
room dﬁring the greater part of all the rest; having been in London but twice
dﬁring Very éhort-inter?alé. This haé.obliged.me to poétpone my visit to my
mother: . but | hope to set off on Tﬁésday next -and to return the week after
next; when | hope to be able to come andvéee on.- I am really anxious to do so,
in order that | may haQe‘fﬁlly the adVantage of your information and advice

upon thé wholé matter of Colonial Chﬁrch affairé; and these it is plain cannot

. bé treatéd of withoﬁt invol?ing a conéideration of affairs in the Church at
home. In fact, both are parté of ‘one étﬁpendoﬁs whole; and if an attempt be
made to déal with fhem onn-any other principle | ‘am.sure the most serious
mischiefs will ariéé. EVen as to-any eVentS.andvoccurrences since last May, |
am almoét-entirely withoﬁt-information.- 1 ' do know that Mr Gladstone withdrew
his Colonial Chﬁrch Bill: th that ié all. The debates on the question (with
the exception of hié'Opehing épeech) have not reached me; nor am | aware

whether hé (Mr G.) has made any.pﬁblic declaration as to his purposes during the
Seésion of 1853.  All that | can do at preéent is to lay down two principles for
my own gﬁidance, of which | trﬁét yoﬁ will approve.. The first is that whatever
1 do mﬁét be done, ‘and whatever | exprééé szt be expreséed, firmly and
decidedly; the éecond ié that | mﬁﬁt-guard myéelf against every imputation of
coming into these queétioné as a partizan (sic).- | am well persuaded there are
péréoné who wohld be well content to faéten that impﬁtation upon me, and thereby,

instead of by argument, to deprive me of weight:and influence. But knowing such
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a charge to be groundless, | should certainly protest, and remonstrate against
it firmly yet cautiously; and | am not without hope that an instance or two of
plain speaking on the part of one who deéires nothing and therefore fears
nothing, might have some effect in aroﬁsing éome from that torpor which seems

to threaten to reduce the Chﬁrch and all her inherent powers to a nullity:

which referé Qs.to public opinion aé the exclﬁéiVe exponenf of her decisions:

an anonétitﬁtional power not to exerciéed, so far as | can see, through any
conétitutional channel. At the.éame time | am.qute aliVe to the necessity of
caﬁtion: and haQe in one inétancé exercised it. Last Sunday | received (in

my bed) a viéit from Mr Henry Drﬁmmond evidently an amiable and respectable man,
who wighed to en]iét me -on behalf of a Society for thg revival of Convocation:
and invitéd me to atténd a Méeting of the Committee.. | was not sorry to confess
to haVe So good aé excﬁée for at Ieaét poétponing this measure: as it would
evidently not be wiée:in.mé to'céﬁhécf myéelf with a Society concerning which

I ‘knew éo litfle: and waé beéideé aware-in what light it would be regarded in

at least one of the quarters to which you draw my attention.

My firét public appearance .ought to be and mﬁét.be before the S.P.G. for which
Mr Hawkiné Sayé he will try to arrangé a day.  The Biéhop of Oxford has written
to ask.mé to préach at your Windsor -and Eton:Union Society: . but | have been
compelled to plead Qtter inability to ﬁndertake the office. You speak of
hearing my Voice again: . bﬁt‘réa]ly a fortnight ago yoﬁ could not, for | had no
Voice to be heard, and eVen now not‘mﬁch. The medical man advised and urged me
not to préach or Speak mﬁch for three monthé; and | believe his opinion was a

judicious one.

| am anxioﬁs to bespeak, most confidentially, the consideration of yourself,

and of other discreet and well-gifted men whom you might consult, on one point

in my proceedingé, ﬂpbn which | do not like to form a.judgment for myself. In
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addreésing the S.P.G. there are of course the ordinary topics which are called
forth on all such occasions. But there is one relation peculiar to myself
which might be introduced with the effect of shewing the Great Duke in one point
of view in which he has not yet appeared after all which has been said - that
is, in connexion, as Prime Minister, with the institution of the Colonial
Chﬁrch. In fhié he did not acf-mérély ministerially;.bdt took .personal pains,
and éheWed-an intereét in the matter;féé a Chﬁrth matter, for which the world
has not gi?en him credit and to which, it may be, | am the only person living
‘who could bear teétimony. My relation of eventé-in 1828 would also evince on
hié part a spirit of kindnééé and condescetis jon (towards a curate too) which
was very noble and pleasing. May I venture? Again,_there is one whom | had
reason to Iové and venerate dﬁring~an intimate-acqﬁaintance of ten years and
whoSe abilities too Weré by no.méané to.bé contemned (éic). "Gentleness,
goodnééé, faith, meekneéé’and temperance'' were the words which | habitually
applied aé most deécripti?e of her. Yet it seems as if by common consent she
has been put out of notice and remembrance. The motive of this is obvious.

Thié is the éﬂé part of the hiétory in which all ié unsatisfactory. My feelings
would lead me anxionly to deéire to épeak six sentenceé as a record of that
goodnééé which seemé likely to be qﬁite forgotten. .BQt may | do so? or will it
do miéchief? The person | speak of was -one who might, | should have thought,
haVe Satiéfied and fixed the affectioné of any reasonable man. What | dread is,
leéf eVery thing which may be said in.teétimony of the wife's devoted affection
may be thoﬁghf to detract from the perfectnesé of .her hstand who was not so
éatiéfied. Téll me frankly yoﬁr opinion, -and | éhall.be guided by it. | feel
-indeéd the-injﬁétice of.sﬁch ”éﬁppréﬁéiqﬂ_veri”,.but.natﬁre I believe, ordains
that the woman'mgég, when occasion.réqﬁireé,vbe a éacrifice even to the
reputation of the man. Happy are the wiQes - (Latin tag) who have husbands not

requiring such a sacrifice.
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The week after next, as soon as maybe after my return from Sutton Coldfield, |
hope to spend a day or two at Fulham with the Bishop of London; with whom | am
anxioué to have a free conference and full discuséion ﬁpon many points: and |
shall then consider myself so far on the road to Eton if you are likely to‘be

there about that time. |If not, and my health continue (Sic) pretty good | am

not aware of anything to pré?ent my coming to yoh at any other time that you

can fix.

l haQe receiVed Mrs Keate'é Letteré, éo full of interest, so suggestive of sad
and yet hardly to be called painfﬁ] recollectioné. She ié eVidently very
thankful in the middle of Sorrow,~and has reason to pe so. | can hardly
conceiVe the circumétanceé of déath more leniently ordered than in the case of
my Qery dear and Qenerated friend. 1 will write to Mrs Keate: . but tell her
thé taék of endeavoUring day by day to keep down the mass of unanswered letters
is a great tax upon my yet feeble pOWeré. 'Ibié I find will be too late: and
will therefore loée two days poét. But | could not accomplish more, | am, my

dear Col. always affectionately youré, W.G.S.



