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It is ::rntural to want to d o the thilo c;s wi:icic. 
arc riGh t i11 God 1 s si_::;l'l t . U:1:fortu:.1a tely we d o 
not ali,·rays l~ow "..J;r :'1a tt.:rc w~lat these t~:i:'lb'S 
are and as a consoc;_ue :1 cc sone rea l ly s h ockin15 
actions have be c 11 l.L.1 clorta:~on in t:1.e service 
of Goel . ~:uua:'1 saci~ifico f o r oxa r:ple was c:uite 
ooc~on in t~e religio~ s of antiquity . Itistaken 
zeal lea~s to atrocities . Si~cerity based o~ 
ignora~ce can loa d to terri b le actions . Jesus 
warne d His disciples t~1. a ·c t :'lero would bo tl:.ose 
wh o t:10 ug~1 t th.at by killi:1g t~1eu t1cy were 
soPving- Goel , an d l:i s tory wi t l: its wars o:f rc ­
liGion , a:>.1.d porsecutio:1 s , a 1'1c: bue1i:1Gs at t~l.o 
stalrn anply :ful:fillo d t~:is pro p:10cy . 

, m-:at is tllG sort o:f t~1.L1g that WO s:1ou1d do 
in order to please God? To a :1 swor this we oust 
go to tb.e Bible , wic.ere alone we have t ~i.c nind 
of God . Ir:. Jo~-::1 S : 23 Jesus was asl-::e d t:1is 
q uesti on. by t~10 Jews . :fve· read ."They said t~1.crc ­
f ore unto ~-=i::: : ~fria t cust we d o tl-::.at we Day 
wo r k the wor~':: s of God? Jesus a :l sworod anc said 
lEl to theu , t l-:is is tho wor~: of God that ye be ­
lieve on ~-~i::-i. wl1ou ==e :1at~1. sent" . T~1.is is a 
rather Ut'lcxpoctod a :1 swor , that t~1c work Go d 
lo oks :for is o Ir oolievi::.1:;. on Christ , and yet 
wh e p y o u reflect o~ t~c o attor y o u wil~ sec 
tha t f'ai t l1 i n God , w~-:ic :·.:. ;_'las its f o c a l poL1t 
i:1 fai t b. i;_~ Cl:tris t w~-:ou =~c h as se:1 t , is t~io 

o:Je :fu."l.da:-_1011. tc:l a ctio:-:: open to us i:" rola.tio11 
to God . Go d dooa not nee~ our Doney: all the 
weal tl-:i. of tl'le t.i:-:iivcrsc is ==is . ::o d o cs not 
need our sacri~ices , as Psal~ 50 rc~inds us . 
Bet if we arc to i1onour I=i n wo clo so by a c:;::now­
leclGing ::i n ti'lroug~:~ o ur atti tudo of fui t h , 
lea ding to trt.1.s tful oboC.i0:1 cc . Fa i,tl:_ L1 God 
is t:-10 ~:<ar1.1ony of God . God i13 alL sov oroicn . 
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2vory atoc in the universe ::iovcs withir. l~is 

h1owlodgo a~1cl at I-~is uill . 3v.t l:.ow :fc:n-1 people 
really believe t l:is ; a~1c1.. yet by doubti11c or 
clisboliovL1g it , ·they rob God of . ~:is l:.0:1our 
as Creator and sover0iGn Lord. 

Tl-:ere . is ~10 evo:1t t~-iat enters our lives 1-rhicl!. 
is not u::.1dor IIis cor:-;;rol a::d w~:1ici1 ~!e is :1ot 
able to turn to gooc: i:C we soc~;: IIin in it . 
Jind yet h o-w I:ard it is to believe t:1is at tir::.es . 
3ut iJy G.isboliovi11c; it wo rob Go d of' His :l.o:aour 
as tlle Goo c1.. Shepherd whoso fotl~crly p::."'o;vicionco 
leads us i:1 tll.o Pl'lt:rn o:f ri g~-it~ o us:.1oss ·a:1d 
blessi:.:,g , o:.: d w~-::.o protects us l'ror:: evil ove;.1 
i :r.1 the valley of the s~1ac1ow of death . L'~.:.is 

t :i.-1011 , is tl o wor~c of' God , to believe i::i ~~i r:1 . 

God 1 s sovereignty a :1 d love reac:-:.es its :full 
m::::;:>r0ssion L1 tho sending of His So?- to be 
tl1e Saviour . Yet ?.1ow. hard it is at ti1:1os to 
realize t~1.at we :1occl a Saviour , or to roali:::::;e 
t ;_1at · our sins will brii1G us to eternal ever­
lasting cor: doi:uati on iz-.i. :foll unl_oss t:wy arc 
forcsiven ii-:. Christ . ITow C~1rist ca i~10 to save 
Eis people :froc tbeir sin s t~i.ro ug:-i =~is dea t :J. 
and resurrection . On Calvary gooc1. overcaue 
evil , so tllat I~e is now t l:e Lore", of' all, anG. 
we loo:~ for E:is return 1~:c.on -:is victory over 
wro::g will be co r:~p loto and plaL1 , and rig:-: t ­
eousness a:1d right doc.di:- g s established for 
ever .L1 tl-ie -i..rorld . 'l'o bolievo o:-i. Christ i D 
t~1i.s full sc,nse , t h is is tli.e work o'i' God which 
we arc called upo;.1 to l:!.1 dorta:ce , and in fa ct 
God asks of us not~inG else but to live our 
lives orien ted to t~is groat fact , t~2 t Christ 
is Lord . Dq ~ ot yield to t~o to~ptation to 
by- 9ass Jesus , t~o one w~oc tho Fat~or ~as 
sor: t into t l-:.c world , as t:1ou.gh a GOUora l sort 
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of reliGio~ is sufficient or ~leas ing t o God. 

Ot..U' duty then towards Go d c s :.1 be suunod up in 
t~o on o phrase to ~oliovo on C~rist . If we 
ask w~1.a t is o ur duty towards o u r :follow non , 
t:1is i1a y be suu nod. up by tho word lovo . Love 
i n cludes trea tin g o ur follows as persons; t h at 
is to say we ::J.ust re co gni s e that o:ur fellow 
ucm and wo r1on are in d irect r e:spon sibili ty 
to God. They arc not raw oatorial to be used 
by us; nor c an we invade their p e rsonal riGhts 
wh ich t hey have diroct fro u God . For exaDpl e , 
we havo n o. righ t to tcru i na t e t he ir life e v en 
for t heir own advan ta ge , a:ld c e rtainly not 
for t he advantage of tho state or for ourselves . 
Life is Go d 1 s prero g a tive ~nd it is only when 
a · judge act s 2s t 1i.o r;inistc r of God dispensing 
judgr.10n t bof.ore tho da y of juciguen t t ha t tor­
a ina tLon of another's life is poroissiblo . 
It :is worth n othL1 g , only a full fa i th i:n God 
will enabl e this awful du.ty of t ho judge and 
oxocutionor to bo dis charged . It is :lot sur­
pri~ing that i n this present ti oo of weakened 
f a:i t h people shrink fr o L".1 t h is duty a.nd bo co 1:10 
un certain a s to their obli<S"citio20 i!.1 the uattcr . 

Love flows fro; :; a sen sc of God 1 s love to us . 
Lov e s eeks tlio welfare of our :follows, n ot as 
God has provi ded . for o ur welfare . Love is t he 
rul e wh ich should g overn ov ory action ; part­
icu larly we s~o~ld havo love towards those 
wi10 i.avc a co u ;:10n faith witl. us . In John 13 : 
Jl~ Jesus said "A new co rn::iandcent I givo to 
you that you love 0110 a;1othor '' • When we add 
love to a co n aon faith we ge t f el lowsh ip . 
Consequently t I:c Christian c'-iurch o r f e llow­
s :i.1.ip is tho nEJtura l o ut cor::e o f' Cb.ris ti an :faith 
and love . If we arc united togotcor i~ be­
lieving i n Jesus Christ c:i s Sc:iviour and Lord 
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so that wo set our uinds on things above where 
He is, an d if as a consequence of s~eing tho 
love of God in Ch rist wo love one another, we 
will have, as it wore autouc:itically, deep Christ­
ian fellowship a u ongst ourselves . 

This conclusion is verified fron another point 
of view: believing on Ch rist brings us into 
fellowship with Go d so that God Hiosclf dwells 
i 11 our hearts by faith . We call th;i.s presence 
of God tho Holy Spirit . God through. His Spirit 
cooos int~ direct relationship and fellowship 
with our inoost beings, that is, our spirits, 
when wo put our faith in Christ , for forgiveness 
reoovos tho barrier to fellowship between our­
selves and God . Now God is lo~e, and if tho 
Spirit of God is in our hearts, He will produce 
in us tho disposition of love, and the fruit 
of love - loving acts a n d Dttitudes . As St . 
Paul says in Galatians 5, "Tho fruit of the 
Spirit is love" . All who believe receive the 
Spirit of God ancl a re therefore brought into a 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit - a f e llowship 
of love towards each other expressed :firstly 
in helping each other to a deeper faith which 
wo share in co rn:10n . This Christian fellowship 
is sooothing visible for all t h e world to see . 
This is the sort of' unity which shows the world 
tl-..at we are t h e disciples of C:b.rist . 

One of the n istakes of tho Ecur:ienical r.lovooent 
is to think that orga~ isation a l unity between 
the denouinations is going to bring about th~t 
uni.ty anongst Christi a ns which the outside world 
will see end recognise us as Christ's disciples . 
In the Diddle ages there was c:n organisational 
unity - one den or.:iination only, tho r.wdiaeval 
Rorwn Church - but this outwnrd visibl e organis­
c:tional uni tyc. wc:is no co npulsive tostiuony to 
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bri~g the worl d to be lieve . Jesus said " a now 
co nn;:mdi:10n t g ivo I unto you , that yo love one 
ano thor . So shal l c:il l Don know tlw t yo aro 1.~y 

c':isciples" . It is this loving fellowship ( and 
not organisational 1..L"1i ty ) which is tho evi den ce 
to t ho world that wo are tho disciples of Christ . 
It is a oistakc to identify organisational de ­
nouinational unity with tho Christi a n follows:'lip 
or church , ovon though denoninations are called 
c:'lurche s . 

A large donooination, such as t ho Ronan Catholic 
Churcl: , which is an i u pressive institu tion, b y 
its vory s i ze offers the indivi dua l a sense of 
colloc tivisu , of being one ar:1ong a great crowd 
of people. This colloctivisn nay be u istakon 
for Christian fellowship . Thero is sooe t h in g 
attrnctivo, fro n tli.e outside , a f being o r:iecbc r 
of a larg o group, but in oxporionce it brings 
no ro o l satisfa ction , a s we all probably know . 
There is no isolation q uite so intense as being 
in a g reat crowd , or a largo city , and yet have 
no fellows :!:lip . Collectivisu naybo r.1istc:iken 
for fellowship; b ut t ho fellows h ip tha t sprin g s 
fro r:i full fciith in Ci.1.rist and truo l .ovo for our 
follow disciples is sor::e tb.ing very diffe ren t 
fro n t h is Dorging of t ho i nclivi du 1 in the 
large coll e ctive g roup . I:f t horo is i1 0 follows:!:1ip 
in our chur c h lifo it is prob8 b ly duo to a 
failure i n f a ith : wo don 1 t r ea lly bo liove , 
or we believe the wrong t h ings . It is n ot 
hard to soc t ho t t :-ic Rouan church often d ire cts 
its r.1er.1bors to wro:;.1g typo s of foith . Tho 
Euchnristic Congre ss :J.o ld i n Melbourne to wh id-1 
t ho Popo undo o spocic:il journey to c:ittcncl is 
on oxn u plo of an erroneous o bject of :faith . 
Tl~o o bject of t~~c Congre ss w::ls to prouoto 
fnith in t~o Moss ; t hc:i t is, foit~ in tho 
suppose d presen c e of Cll..rist i :1 t ho brood ond 



tho wine ot the Lord's suppor. But though its 
prouotors wore doubtless sincere, it is really 
o fore of idolatry because Christ ·is not pres ­
ent in tho bro c:i cl on d the wine -to which clovo ti on 
and p~~yors are d iractod. _ He ~S_sentbd at God ' s 
right hand in IIenvon and it is there that our 
thoughts are to be lifted, according to tho 
Scriptures ,(Col. J : 2). We ore to cwell with 
E i ::.1 in the Hoavoulios , resting our Dind.3 in 
His finishec work on Cnl vary when He dj_ed for 
sins once for all, and looking forwcrd in 
f oi th cind strong hopo to Eis return when we 
will shore wi t t ,_ Fin in His reign of righteous­
ne ss i n a new heaven an cl now oartll when 1·1ron g, 
and sin have been corrected and b2nishod for 
over. This is God's purpose for, tho world , 
nnd it will bo .::iccocplis!1.od according to His 
co !:!p leto . sovereignty oncl power. All who havo 
this faith 2nd hope will find that they ore 
united by God in to o fellowship , because }~e 

will rocoi v o t her::J i:µ to fellow ship with · ~:insolf 
and His presence in t~oir.heorts will fill then 
with love for one Dnothor . Faith end love 
issues . in C:i.1.ris tie:1n fellowship. If · thorb is 
no l ove in our c~J.urch rol3 tions then 1·re nood 
to p ray for the Soly Spir:it~ · L correct cree d 
without lovo is o deod thi~1g. Our church in -
s ti tu ti on s uay be fl.ourishir:g in 11u1:1bers and 
effici en cy, our orthodoxy of doctrine coy be 
i rn:m c ulotc , but tho test o-f wi,_otho:L, we ore D 

·Christian c~-iurcl'l is w~-:cthor we have Christian 
fellowship with r,o another; ~or if there is 
no f .o ll.owship: . it is a sign thot U10 Holy Spirit 
is ab son t , on d i:f Christ i:1 I-Iis Spirit is ab-· 
son t then t ho re can be no church~ bocouso tho 
c hurch is ga t l1ored round HL'"1~ 3y clofini tion, 
tho Christia:'J church is t:-:ose who ore gathered 
round Christ , in <i fellowship of faith and 
love. l!e r:1us t not bo dccoi voc1 in to thi:u~-·L1g 
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t h.at t l1G l c:i r go coll o cti visn of ci f lourisllin g 
i n stitution is aut oDa tica lly a truo Ch risticin 
f e llowsh ip or c h urch , just bGc a uso it ho s t hG 
nan~. Ue will probably fin d t h at t h o church 
wo attend p c:i rtako s o f t h o chara cter both of 
on L 1sti tution ond of a follow ship . Wo s~1.oul cl 

o :n dec:ivour t o strengt hen tho o l ouon t o f f e llow­
s h ip, :fo r t ho i n stitutiona l a spe ct is inci dentnl 
a n d urliuporton t . It is only t~i.o fG llo ws l-iip 
wJ.1ich i s Go d h onouring or ho s etern al si gnifican c e . 
Tio avon wi ll sin ply be fell o wsl1i p . It will hav o 
noth i ng of a n i n stitutio n a l c hara cter . I t is 
Go c1 1 s purpos e t rrnt we s h.oul c~ c:'.:'.l joy t h is h e a ven ly 
Christion f e l lowsh ip n ow . The r e f o r e t h o t o st 
to o pp l y t o our c h urch life is w~i.c thor i t is o 
:fe l l owshi p . Tho i ngr edients of Christi an f e ll o w­
s h ip arG sin plo : first , a full orbo c1 , rigl-!. tly 
d irected f Gi t h i n .Ch rist, bo so c c:i n c1 built up 
on t h o oinistry o f t h o Word of Go d , focuse d 
on Christ 1 s victory o n Calva ry on d Gis c oui n 0 

- o faith wh ich we k eep i n t he for e fron t of 
our t h ough ts . S oc on cl , t h is f a ith an d h o p e 
wi l l , t h ro ugb. t ho i n dwelling o:f Go ci. 1 s Spi rit 
i n t ho hoart, l oad t o o bond of l ove b e twe e n 
311 wh o h ol d i t , 311 <.: s o will l ead to fe llo wship , 
2 f ellowsh ip t h r o u gh t ho Holy Spirit , i n Chris t . 

How d oc s our c h ur c h stan d u p to t :i1is t e s t ? L o t 
u s f o llow t ho exo:_1pl o s o f t he a po s t les L1 Act s 
6 ond g ive ours e lve s t o t ho r:iinistry o f the 
Wo r d of God a n d pra y e r , for t ho s e o r o t ho in ­
struDo;.1 ts w:1ich God us o s to b rin g fo i t h ci-<•d 
love i n t o b eing , and f o i t h an d love bring fellow­
s h ip . 
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