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I was brows Ing In a book of quott:!t ions th& other 
day at a friend's place when I came across a 
beauty on the subject of husbands: 'Husbands are 
al I the same; they hav e different faces only so 
that we can tell th.,,m apart'. Understandably, 
this piece of cynicism was anonymous. 

Sut, of course, cynical remarks about husbands 
~ra not on their own. There are very many 
scoffing jests cbout wives in general and marriage 
too. Like Irish jokes they are~ sure source 
of humour. 

Of t en they draw th01r sting from the fact that 
they contain elements of truth. The same book 
of quotations contained the suggestion that 
'husbands should be deaf and wiv es should be 
bl ind 1

; not altogether 0 bad piece of advice. 

The re is a danger nowadays, however, In over 
much cynicism about marriage. We hear too 
I lttle about the ideals towards which we should 
a l I be struggling. For the cal I to be a husband 
and a f ather is c most r esponsible one; it t akes 
precedence over almost everything else that a 
man can do or be. Thus, for example, the Bible 
iel Is us that if a man Is not a success as the 
head of his home, he should not be Invited to 
become a minister in the church. 

Today the whole idea of a man being 'the head 
of the home' is under attack. And yet, neglect 
of th Is pattern does not I e.ad to heaven on earth; 
lt simply means that men are constantly encour­
aged to free themselves from the responslbl I ltles 
of home life. This Is tragic for the faml ly; 

.. but it 1-s a I.so sad -..for the mcm; who ' is thus 



deprived of one of his chi ef tasks In life. ;\t work he 
may be the most lnslgnlf lcant of people; at home he has 
responsibility and makes Important decisions. The 
glossy magazines have a lot to answer for In their 
ideal isatlon of one parent faml Il es and easy 11vorco. 

What ls the Ideal for a husband? The Chrlstl1n pattern 
is both rewarding und domanding. It ls to fol low the 
exampl8 of Jesus Christ himself in r e lotionshlp to 
his Chu rch. Ch rist would never neg lect the Church ; 
he nourishes and sustains her. Christ would nev~r 
~bandon his Churc~, even though shG frequGntly fa i Is 
him. Ch rist docs not tyranniz e his Chu rch; r1th er 
he leads through service . Christ, we ar e told, loved 
His Church, and ga ve hi~self for her. So too should 
th e husb~nd love his wif&, for better for wars~ , for 
ri cher for poorer , In sickness and in health, t ll I 
death parts them. His love Is exp r essed by compl0t0 
loyalty and sacrificial servlc ~ . 

One gr eat thing about this ls that you don't have· 
to be a genius to be a good husband and fath er. 
Character Is necessary, true; but not Intellect. To 
run a business properly, or to lead an army, or to ba 
some other sort of Gr eat Ono may requ ire bralns. But 
God has left the best job of al I open to any man wl I ling 
to take on Its obllgatlons and to share Its prlvl lcges. 
\Vhat a p lty It Is that so many of us fa 11 ! Look to the 
example of Christ, and ask him for his help, and may 
your marriage reflect his values, and be sustalned by 
his grace. i f we were a I I I I k~ Chr I st, It wou Id be a 
matter of gratitude that we might say 'Husbands are 
a 11 the same •... ! ' 
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