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BISHOPS WILL BE WELCOMED
AT CANTERBURY

LAMBETH CONFERENCE READY
TO STUDY “RENEWAL”

Four hundred and sixty-five Archbishops and Bishops of the Angli-
can Communion will meet for the opening of the Lambeth Conference in
Canterbury Cathedral on Friday, July 26.
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Tncorporating the Ciurth

MEDICINE FROM LAMBETH?

If ever a Christian body needed to be brought
back to effective life and witness, that body is the
Church of England in Australia — at present the
least effective, but potentially the most useful and
progressive, religious organisation in this country. If
we recognise this, then we shall all follow closely
the deliberations of the Lambeth Conference, which
opens next week. The four hundred and sixty-five
bishops there (with the help, this time, of some
twenty-five expert consultants) will be thinking and
talking about the medicine Australia needs: The
Renewal of the Church

The bishops are going to do this under three
heads: Faith (what do we believe, and how do we
express it in 19682 Is God dead?); the Ministry
(where do parsons fit into the scheme of things in
19687 What about the ministry of women and lay-
men?); and Unity (tough, this, when one considers
disunity within our very own fold!). There are
dozens of aspects, questions to be asked and answered,
about each of these matters, and the Conference has
so efficiently organised its business that we are sure
it will prescribe some potent medicine for us.

Whether we agree to take the medicine is of
course up to us to decide. Informed Anglicans —
who are not a majority — realise that decisions of
Lambeth Conferences have no legally binding force.
They are not even “morally” binding — whatever
that may mean. As it happens, whatever Lambeth
has said in the past has almost always been accepted
throughout the Anglican communion, because it has
always been patently sensible and moderate, rarely
radical or revolutionary. In any case, few Anglicans
will lightly ignore the views of a body comprising
every diocesan bishop of our communion: they must
be presumed to have some clues.

Most of us probably prefer it this way: we would
rather the persuasive effect of resolutions of such a
c hing more closely i
Roman  conciliar decrees behind which can
(though this is a matter of some subtlety) sane
of some kind. Lambeth is unrepresentative,
Vatican Council is unrepresentative, in the sense that
its membership is confined to a tiny minority of
Christ’s flock, the bishops. The inferior clergy and
the laity have no direct say. For this very reas'
and because bishops are supposed to be pastors fii
rather than lawyers, financiers and administrate
there would be scant support for any proposal
clothe the Conference with “legislative” powers.

That intrepid “stirrer”, the Bishop of Huron
(we need a few more such to goad us to serious
thought!), on behalf of a sizeable group of i
North American bishops, has produced a plan
alter the unrepresentative character of Lambeth and
to replace it by an assembly sin which priests and
laymen, as well as bishops, will sit. Far more
cally, the North American group proposes that Lam-
beth’s successor body, to be called the Anglican Con-
gress, should form a permanent legislative body for
the Anglican communion.

What Lambeth will do about this proposal
have no idea. We suspect, without being unduly
cynical, that the bishops of one nation will dislike
it and that they will bury it in a small exercise of
that corporate diplomatic finesse occasionally attri-
buted to them. A kind of curial skill in these matters
is more important than numbers. We hope, however,
that Bishop Luxton’s “brief” will be fully and care-
fully considered. This is the least that it merits be-
cause it springs from a proper dissatisfaction with
the inefficiency of the Anglican communion in to-
day’s world. There can hardly be any question that
the[*e is “lack of cohesion brought about by a total
absence of over-all planning and financing” in the
Church’s “world-wide missionary strategy”, which
“leads to waste and duplication in personnel and
total resources”. It seems on the face of it reason-
able to say that “there is nothing wrong and every-
thing right about over-all planning by a representative
group delegated for this task by a representative

Vox Dei is no more necessarily vox populi than

it is that of the Metropolitical or Primatial Club. The
North Americans and their friends know this, as they
know their plan will be shot down for being “theoreti-
cal” and unworkable in practice. Diplomatic skill s
not confined to older countries, however,
North Americans can be expected — if they get |he
chance — to give away much of the appearance in
exchange for the substance of their proposals. Let
us hope they get the chance. All this involves is the
will to make sensible, but somewhat centralised and
perhaps rigid principies work in what is, and should
ideally remain a communion based upon the same
federal principle that the Orthodox have. Is this not
true Catholicity? And what the Re-Formation was
about?
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“Everything which touches the life of the nation is the concern of
_Dr Geoffrey Fisher

the Christian.”
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OSLO CONFERENCE IN RETROSPECT
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Price: $465 (including postage);
TOWARDS PEACE IN INDO-CHINA, by Sir
Anthony Eden, Lord Avon. The current Paris

talks give especial point to the solution advocated
by the former Prime Minister of England. Only

$1.40
A LAYMAN LOOKS AT THE CHURCH, by
Sir Kenneth Grubb. This famous paperback by

the President of the C.M.S. and Chairman of the
House of Laity in the Church Assembly has been
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THE COMMUNIST WAY OF LIFE—AND THE
CHRISTIAN’S ANSWER, by John S. Moyes.
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A LITURGY
FOR AFRICA

Only a few 1
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FALSE CONCEPTS OF THE FAITH
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