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I would/w=” to spend a little time in prayer as we open our hearts to the
blessed Holy Spirit to guide our intellect, our,s@irits, our whole person
into the presence of the Lord‘gzgggfﬁgézlet us préy. Sl

Blessed Lord Jesus, we happen to be here at your

invitation, %e are not here by accident Lord, Wle are

hete according to your eternal plansof love. You

want to do things in these lives of ours, to make us

the very people you desire us to be, in this world

of yours. Open our eyes that we may see you, and

that. we m;y discover one another as we become

iﬁcreaSingly like you, by the Holy Spirit. AMEN.
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to this Festival meeting.
m& wifeipraise God because our barticipation has not just been, as it were
a detached participation. You can't share the things of the Lord, detached
or iﬁdétachment; there is something about what we are sharing which draws
all of us into the circle. And we praise God for the presence; for your
spiritjfor your reeeptivity, and for your encouragement, and iof course we
bring you greetings from your'pnothers and sisters in Uga&da, in partiecular,
and iﬁ East Africa in generaly’%heré are-wonderful things taking place in
many hearts, on that lbig,gqn;ineht of Africa,(éne of the greatest things

e -

which is happening on that continent of wird; of coups of revolutions of

all sorts of things is that the growth of the christian faith and the hunger
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( and the thirst among the citizens in most countries is simply unbelievable.
\EVerywhere you go, you find men and women who hang on every word sometimes
when we are preaching back home, and you have got about 6,000, 10,000 people
sitted outside because we dont have great facilities, but we have got a
beautiful climate, and you find little children, little children between
from two to fifteen and so forth, hundreds and hundreds of them, sitting for
hours, ligtening, almost, almost holding theirvbreathe, and sometimes you
logk at them and you wonder. How it is possible that at that age they
could really listen attentively, but we know who creates that kind of
atmosphere, it is the Holy Spirit, the life giver. So I hope that, you
here in this valley and in the country in your prosperity and in your
progress, you will always long for:a deeper hunger, a déeper thirst of
knowing this Wonderfui love of Jesus Christ;> The committee whichlplanned

A

these meetings chose a theme, Love God, Love neighbor, “Bhose words sound

rather familiar, Love God, if you say that to christians, they wonder why
you say it, Love God! Do you have to say that, to christians, don't, isn't
that exactly whét they learnt at Sunday Schoolvtime? At the knees of their
mothers and fathers if they are christians? May I tell you this, the whole
world of your life and may I also add the whole world of our problems
actually hangs on those words, Love God, Love Neighbor, If these were

true in the church, if these short words were a living reality among
christians you wouid never have had apartheid in South Africa. You would
never have had tensions which break our hearts, our homes, the misery,

the suicides, the murders they all tell one story, that Qﬁggwggéiw?ogg
NgiﬁépQET«-These are not taking place in the history of the luman race.

Yet here and there, in the hearts of those who open up, they take place and
when they take place, a new world is created. St. Pawt; when they took place

[N

in the heart of that Jew, St. Paul a pharsgsee, a trained pharisee who was
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all out to murder christians because to him they were heretic, and in order

to keep religion pureg ﬂe had to kill in the name of Jehovah,-ﬂow can you

more, be more blind? Yet when he met . that shining reality of eternal love

which embraced him enemy as he was, which liberated himy which is what I

call divine retaliation, so the God retaliéted to Paul in liberating him

and he %ﬁ% set this man free, that when you read his letter, he was always
stretching out for word to express what took place, the unspeakable riches of}x
of Christw.- He said, kept saying, when a new, when a person is caught up in G{ 7
the atmosphere of that love that person can never be the same, he becomes Y;;r

a new creature entirely. This is‘really looking for right words isn't it

to express the unspeakable miracle;‘so you seé love God, love neighbor is iiﬂ
not as simple as it sounds. It is at the bottom of everything that can
restore humanity as God meant it to beg "fhat is why Jesus came, Jnd when

he came, he came in thét love, a demonstration in concrete human terms of

: Love,
that love and what it costs, Wle have been speaking abougAGod and become

alive.Jand that was the challange shared on Sunday,’you can never respond
to the love of God and femain atatic, or infbbile, or paralyzed or unfeeling
or insensitiveq s soon as the miracle of that love by thé Holy Spirit takes
place in the hearts all become# alive. The entire person, the movement,
the feelings, the reactions the responses, the vibrations, everywhere, yes
indeed where that love of Christ is, there is abundaﬁfé living, and
abundant living‘pgécond night means abundant movement, lpve God and move,
ygu can't remain where you were, as soon as you becéme alive, imediately
you begin to move in the direction of that 1ove,'fhat is what we shared
last night. Tonight we are moving on a little bit, lpve neighbor and
become is what I want to share with you, lpve neighbor and become,\ﬁow

I want to read a story which the Lord Jesus used and I take it from the

very passage from which the theme comes, when the lawyer, a trained Jew,

in the @ﬂdfgstament geriptures came to Jesus and asked a question, Qk
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very, very critical question, although he asked.éffa test;>as a test to the
Lord Jesus. You know there are many times when people ask questions like
that meaning they are testing your knowledge when actually they are confessing
their need. And tﬁis is what this lawyer comes with, he gg%??§gﬁé“ﬁ?:J;eed
with a questioniﬁg% sounded as if it was testing the theological kﬁowledge
of Jesus Christ, can you imagine that. And he says to him, '"Master, what
must I do in or&er to receive eternal life?" And that is where it all
begins, love God with all that you are then love your neighbor as yourself
and then the lawyer said. "I understand, that is the most centfal~command-
ment God ever gave to human beings,'and the Lord Jesus Christ said, "You

go and act likewise, and you will live." Very simple but very profound, and
s0 the lawyer here it says in.Luk;y&St this very trained man wanting to \

A

escape from being put in a tight corner where the response must come, and

1

¢

the confession must come, and we human beings know how to evade. Sometimes QJF
in sophiciticated training you become as slippery as a fish. And it takes }H’
such a problem to the Holy Spirit to catch you, because wherever he touches s
we have a theological reason to explain, or a doctrinael stand point or a
traditional background, or a cultural difference, you name them, they are
ali there. And so the lawyer says to him, when the Lord Jesus said, alright
you go and do that and live. (And then then the lawyer leftj 6Ert one,/love
your God, with all that makes you, and in loving him, you commit the whole

and :
person that you are,/you become alivey Apve your neighbor as you love your-
self..(}?nd he left part ai;%hd he asked, and who is'my neighbor? And being
a jew, if you may allow me'to'paraphrase a bit, it is as if he is saying,
Lord Jesus, tell me exactly who the neighbor is, just in case I love the
wrong one. Because, you see, I mean being aiiew meant not everybody, was
expected to be a neighborg'ﬁccording to the teaching only the one who was

within the agreement of the chosen people of God, was considered a neighbor.

(éot the gentile, outside the pail, certainly Lord Jesus, you can't expect
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(me to love thqse people who are cutside the pail. You know the géntiles,

\;he Greeks, the non=jews, the non-convenant people, Lord Jesus, tell me

exactly who the neighbor is , as I may, that I may love the right one;)and

the Lord Jesus looked at him and said, in his wonderful divine simplicity,

and he said, let me tell you a -story, and he took a very realistic life

story, as it were, because that is how he géﬁéég to communicate. A man

was on a journey from Jerusalem going to Jeriéo, very simple,'fﬁe road Qé;g;

from Jerusalem to Jerico is tonely road,v&nd this man on his journey fell Jdgf )

into the wrong hands, -ﬂie fell into hands which only considered him as VV‘P

oﬁe, as a chance for exploitation, a lonely person, to take advantage of.

So they took advantage of him, they stripped him naked, they bQQ¢him up

they wounded him they left him utterly helpiless, aﬁd half dead,4§nd as he

was lying there in utter helplessness, scripture says, and as it happened,

a priest was going down that road,ﬁféu would have said, "My! what an

opportunity?! A priest, happened to be going that road, it couldn't have

been better time." A helpless person lying half dead on the road, inviting

help, neighborly hands, loving concerrne A priest comes that way, absolutely,

absolute opportune, opportunity, a timely opportunity for a religious person

to practice faith, you can't beat thét one. You know God knows how to time
Listen what happens,

these incidents. Right there, and so what happened?/ the story goés on and

he says, as he came down that road, but when when he saw the man, not and

when he saw the man, but, contrafly to expectationiwscripture has a way of

putting words, the Holy Spirit, not and when he saw the man; but when he

saw the man;*which means the man was absolutely out of his schedule, or &

schedule ( The thea this~ man was not in the program"ﬂe was out many other

things were lined up for this religidus persony éut when‘he saw the man,

he did see him and he walked on by, on the other side, a%$nothing existed,

as if nothing happened, asreligious priest,';n the same way a lévite also

one who gives sacrifices in the temple also came along.\#bu know this man

-
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really had a tremendous—:opportunity, two religious people, §E&é¥¥€§ganes,
{hnd_a levite céme by the same way, came &1ong-He went over and he looked at

the many A levite did a 1little bit more, than the priest, he went over and

looked at the man. And then he walked on by on the other side,{&ere are

two religious people, who missed a fremeﬁdous opportunity of becomingf&nd

Jesus said, the man lying on the road, looking utterly helpless, béaten up

wounded, sttipped naked'@he was the divine opportunity, to diseover a

neighbor and become. And two religious people came and walked on the other

side, and the man remained utterly aldne, éuffering alédne, in lonely pain,

in lonely shame and nakedness, in lonely helplessness? as if the world had

no other people, it was a lonely world, for him, the prilest was absolutely :
irrelevant, wasn't he, he might never have existed as a prieste fhere are * évk
many people in yeur ﬁalley to whom thé: church is utterly irrelevant, it is '

as if, it never existed, they are sfill utterly alone. Absolute suffering \$§r
alone in pain, alone when you feel utterly helpless, alone when you feel

utterly wounded; no neighbor to touch your wounds, what kind of faith is

thaty T want you to see the two religéugfiZIking on the other side. Who 4;’

is more helpless than the two religious people? I don't believe that the

man who is lying there is as helpless as those two, they demonstrate a

faith which is nutterly paralyzed, they are missing a tremendous opportunity,

fhey never knew, J}s they walked on the:other side, they remained untouched
ﬁnfeeling, insensitive, unbecoming. They simply missed to discover the neighbor
and become. And there are many of us christians in the churchi.don't we?

Even in the congregations, you pass by on the other Side,'fhe fellow who is

lying on the road, is not your concern, he is just a case, Lomis—fusi—a

eases, these character who are beaten up on the road of life, just one of the

many thousandé of caées, no disgovery no fight, may he the priest and the

Levite needed to cry like éétimiusf¥ﬁg§ﬁ, that T may recover my sightf For é::

vou will never know the neighbor until the spirit of God, the spirit of love
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opens those eyes, then the world changes for the Lord said, "But a Sémaritan,"
another;ggf“bne who is not 'supposed to be the neighbor of this man who foust
have heen a_jewf_A SBamaritan and a Jew were completely poles apart,JFnd but
says the Lord,“Bﬁt/gamaritan," listen how it is put, was travellling that

way, came upon the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with

pitys Oh his heart went out, in compassion.'" I want you to see the
differentsseeings Wou, in order to find who is the neighbour, you need

new spiritual, optics,’the priest saw -and passed by,'Ehe Levite came andQ‘_' '
looked and passed by,'fﬂe seeing had no effect whatsocever on the life of CQQEQ
the priest or the 1evite,'££ey remained, intact,Jk christianity which

leaves: you intact which never shakes your compﬂASEncéY which doesn't

invade your security, is lacking something..“é néé&ﬂépegial.spititual eyes

;£ love, becauser love has special optics, AﬁSaﬂaritan came,-& Wanderer’

a traveller, a stféﬁggn,‘and he saw the mang Amd what happened,k&e simply

had ne way to escapéq'?he seeing crossed into him and affected him,*be

could not be the éamezzﬁﬁe Samaritan, sorryjthe man lying in helplessness

and wounds was no longer alone, histen to the words.-ﬂis heart, or the

EZért of the Samaritan went over,ng you see, the man is no longer

suffering alone, another one has joined him. It is now suffering shared.
They~are no longer the wounds of loneliness, they are the wounds of two
people. Tt is no longer a helplessness of one htman being, it is now

shared by another one, y(")u gee, love neighbor and become,TMﬁEigéggn

has become. The priest has lost the chance, the priest has, the lévite

has, the Samaritan -~has gained a becoming,{ind what happenad he moved

over to the man,gﬁnd listen what,happgped, compassion does not stop there,

:1; was not standing and sort of expressing sentimental pity,’Fhis was
c;ncrete love of the neighbor and this man is now becoming for we read

here in scriptgre’and he pourmd oil into the Wounds..ﬂe had some oil,

1;; was his own oil, and now he hasrshare%{'It was oil for one, now it is
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oil for two, }md he had some wine and he poured into gap, into the gaping
dry, painful wounds, thus assuaging the pain,léine for one has now become
wine for two‘-%nd we don't read that he was a medical doctor, but he
bandaged the gap}’ipg woundsy where did he g£ the bandage, -ﬁe must have
torn his outer garment, in order to cover those gaping wounds of another
human being. The garment is shared by the two,]ﬂo we know how to cover?
Do we cover the wounds or do we strip them naked?,(épw let me just be a
little bit.cléser, what is it that I am talking about? Do you know that
in a valley like this, characters are murdered, wrongs are over played
and over gossiped, and there is no coveringé}there is a stripping naked é&f
of ome aﬁother efen/ige church, oh tongues move so quickly, eyes loock
through characters, and what remains, lonely human beings, suffering alone
life has become a lonely forest, with strange experiences, what a misery. .
Don'gﬁgZe what the Lord is saying. Love neighbor and then become.
The 8amaritan is not alone, nor is the sufferer.'iﬁe possessions are
no longer posses's_ed By a lonely man, 'fhey xe shared, Bnd in this
movement of God, the Samaritan is now, stq@ping low, and. touching this
man who was suffering alone..hnd in discovering this sufferer, the Samaritan
ié becoming moré human(iyore lively, more alert, more of a human being;>

Life is tremendous now, it is not like a miserable life, of a lonely

religious person walking along the road, it is now an exicting experience,

-

‘ind the man not only shares what he had, he bows down, he lifts the r
man“ﬂa you say he was heavy, love does not know that kind of heaviness, €J¥°
(%;ories told of a man, a brother who was carrying his young bronher in the

snow, met another'gentleman,wand fhe gentleman said, hey, you are carring

a rather heavy burden. "AI'ld. the brother said, "Dare not call my brother a
burdeny .I am not carrying a burden, I am carrying my brother.'" He can't be

a burden, that is what the ~Samaritan now is about to doi)he 1ifts the man

and he puts him on his own, animal, the animal is shared.
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The Samaritan walks, the man who was suffering*ﬁ;»is on the animal, Life
has now become double, do you know that? That is what a neighbor means,
says Jesus Christ. And He turns round and he says to the lawyer, "Who

of those three people is the neighbor, and of course naturally, he said
the one who had the concern for him, said the lawyer. He understood but
what I am getting at, do you see that the Lord Jesus is actually telling
éﬁout himselfm féu never catch the vision of a neighbor until you see

the greatest neighbor of all, Jesus Christ, the very son of God,/zie
eternal Father, the.purest, decided to cross over, to cross over, if there
is anyone who should have walked by on the other side, it was a pure God.
And yet he dever did, he kept crossing over to us, until he was born in
éeﬁhlehém, askone§&$g¥£ until he grew in Judea as ome with us, until he
died on éalvaiyyasione for us. Completely joiﬁing not ont¥ a néighbor

but a closer one, a one closer than a brother, and in seeing him
christianitcy tﬁen produces men and women who love the ﬁeighbor, and become
fiollowers. of JesUs; and become men whose image has been restored by the
Hbly Spirit. So don't miss the blgssing of becoming faon't you think you.
are going to ‘enjoy your church, get yvour hig Bibles, and be wonderful
evangelicals and sing lovely songs, and let the world ge by, impossible. -
That sort of christianity does not exist in the New Festament, it is a
strange creation of our own;) The'NeW Testament christianity is alive, when Lo
men see him who died on the cross of calvary who rose again from the dgad

en 60“7% QJZ*"‘J‘%"L

with fresh wounds of suffering in his hands, then they see humanity

they see neighbors who were lonely and they cross over, eompanon'fike
like a dymnamic power, moves you on énd life-tan no longer be alone,&nd
néighbors are no longer glonely and enemies are turned into friends, €an
you see this Bamaritan going into the Inn to pay the price, gbme of you
would say,vhe sacrificed, you don't read it here,:if you read it carefully
vou don't ' sense that Jesus is saying that the Samaritan sécrificed, not

:

at all, When you read St. Luke you have the férling, he is enjoying it.;
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