
flW OORECOLLEGE
'' ÜRPARY

C 3  FEB IBP’

FE B R U A R Y 1997 T h e  n e w s p a p e r  o f  th e  A n g lic a n  D iocese  o f  S y d n e y .v o lu m e  3  N u m b e r  1

s
O COa®

Q. tn 
.£  CM

S t o p  e u t h a n a s i a :

SON S P E A K S  O U T

G e n  X TAKES T H E  

PLU N G E

1 1

S t r e s s e d  o u t ? 

H e r e ’ s  s o m e  h e l p

15

Summer School ‘a real winner’I'l

According to many of those at the 
1997 CMS Summer School, held 
at Katoomba from January 4-10, 
this year’s gathering will stand 
out as one of the best.

Organisers report more than 
2200 registrations, the second 
highest ever level of attendances.

The Summer School’s theme 
was ‘Christ is true freedom’. Bi­
ble studies in Galatians were led 
by Roy Clements, author and 
pastor of Eden Baptist Church in 
Cambridge since 1979. He had 
formerly worked among students 
for UCCF and in a multi-racial 
congregation in Kenya.

The evening speaker was 
Ajith Fernando, the national di­
rector of Youth for Christ Sri 
Lanka, who has a wide ranging 
ministry including work with 
poor students and young people. 
His most recent publication. The 
Supremacy o f Christ, argues for 
the uniqueness of Christ in the 
midst of the Buddhist and Hindu 
environment of South Asia.

The Summer School Chair­
man was Bishop Ray Smith, who 
is vice president of CMS. Visit­
ing missionaries represented

Winners can be grinners: younger participants join in the spirit of Summer School.

work in countries as diverse as 
Argentina, Taiwan and Zaire.

The evening program, which 
included missionary profiles and

a guest performance by musician 
Nathan Tasker, coupled with the 
children’s program, ensured the 
Summer School was both enjoy­

able and challenging.
Those attending spoke freely 

of the ‘seamless’ organisation, 
the quality of the talks and infor­

mal fellowship, and the inspira­
tion of being reminded of the call 
to take the gospel to all the world: 
in all senses ‘a winner’.

Health risk 'negligible’... maybe

BoakJobbins: “the medical profession assured us it’s notan issue. ’’

BY Michelle Haines

Hepatitis A, B and C, herpes, sec­
ondary syphilis, tonsillitis, 
chicken pox, glandular fever and 
the common cold.

These are Just some of the vi­
ruses you may be able to pick up 
by sharing the communion cup 
with others, according to Emeri­
tus Professor Clem Boughton, of 
the Department of Infectious Dis­
eases at Prince Henry Hospital.

He said the risk of infection 
was not confined to the rim, as 
small amounts of saliva enter the 
cup and mix with the wine, creat­
ing a “soup of organisms”.

While admitting that evidence 
to support his suggestions would 
be impossible to obtain. Profes­
sor Boughton said that, in the 
presence o f bleeding in the 
mouth, even HIV could possibly 
be spread in this manner.

His comments have received 
short shrift from the Church.

The Dean of Sydney, Boak 
Jobbins, was the secretary of a 
Synod committee which exam­
ined the issue in 1992. He said he 
did not believe the common cup

was a health hazard.
“The medical profession has 

assured us in the past that it is not 
an issue,” said Mr Jobbins. “If any 
think otherwise, we’d be glad to 
hear from them and discuss their 
findings. We’d be happy to change 
it for a good reason, but no one 
has given us one yet.”

Mr Jobbins said he didn’t be­
lieve there were any theological 
reasons to retain the common cup, 
but that many people have a strong 
emotional attachment to it.

Former Archbishop of Sydney, 
Donald Robinson, also believes the 
health risks are negligible, but 
holds that the common cup does 
have theological significance. He 
argued as such in his presidential 
address of 1990, which sparked off 
the committee’s investigation.

“It is what Jesus used and what 
St Paul speaks of,” he said. “The 
fact that they shared a common 
cup implies unity.”

He believes that individual 
cups are acceptable, as long as 
they are served from a common 
flagon. Most of all, he wants to 
ensure that there is “an agreed va­

riety of procedures.”
“The worst situation would be 

for everyone to do their own 
thing,’ said Bishop Robinson.

The Rev Dr Bill Lawton, rec­
tor of Darlinghurst, spoke up for 
individual cups. He believes those 
who put tradition ahead of public 
safety are being irresponsible.

“Where 1 work, a number of 
people come in with diseases,” he 
said. “Especially in the case of 
hepatitis, we don’t know to what 
extent it is communicable.”

Dr Lawton suggested that the 
symbolism of the ‘common cup’ 
could be transferred to the ‘com­
mon flagon’, from which indi­
vidual portions are poured.

He added that he considered 
the law which requires the cel­
ebrant to drink left-over conse­
crated wine “irritating”.

“It’s dangerous from a health 
point of view, and it doesn’t take 
into account alcoholic clergy who 
may deliberately over-conse­
crate,” Mr Lawton pointed out.

He said he expected this and 
related issues to arise at the next 
Sydney Synod.
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F r i ,  7  F e b ,  1 . 1 0 p m -  

1 .5 0 p m :  St Philip 's Church 
H ill. Address by the Rev Dr 
Peter Toon, V isiting Profes­
sor o f A ng lica n  Studies at 
P h ila d e lp h ia  T h eo lo g ica l 
Sem inary, "O u r  Father in 
H o ly  Scrip ture".

M o n ,  1 0  F e b , 1 .1 0 p m -  

1 .5 0 p m :  St Philip 's Church 
H ill. Address by the Rev Dr 
Peter Toon, "N e w  Versions 
o f the B ib le ".

T u e s , 11 F e b , 1 .1 0 p m -  

1 .5 0 p m :  St P h ilip 's  Church 
H ill. Address by the Rev Dr 
Peter Toon, "The Book of 
Com m on Prayer in Evange­
lism ".

S a t, 1 5  F e b : SAMS Men's 
Prayer Breakfast and tour at 
B ishopscourt. 8.00-8.30am 
b re a k fa s t, 9 .0 0 -9 .30am  
prayer. RSVP to SAMS 9809- 
0066 by M onday before.

S u n , 1 6  Feb : St Augus­
tine's N eutral Bay celebrates 
110 years o f  Christian M in ­
istry. 3 .30pm : Organ Recital 
by Peter Jewkes, 4.30pm : 
Garden Party & Exhibition 
"St A u g u s tin e 's  - Then & 
N o w " ,  6 .3 0 p m : S pec ia l 
T h a n k s g iv in g  S e rv ice . 
S p e a ke r: B is h o p  Paul 
Barnett.

M o n ,  1 7  F e b ,  1 p m :

Clergy G o lf at Pennant H ills 
G o lf  C lu b . Enquiries: (02) 
9673-4665.

S u n ,  2 3  F e b ,  1 0 a m :

Christ C hurch  Bexley 110th 
Anniversary Service. Guest 
preacher: the  Rev Richard 
G ibson, lec tu re r at M oore 
Theolog ica l College, whose 
father tne  Rev Ron Gibson 
was rector at Christ Church 
1 9 68 -197 9 . A ll w e lcom e, 
ligh t refreshments served at 
conc lus ion  o f  service.

S a t ,  1 M a r c h :  Prayer 
B o o k  S o c ie ty , St John 's  
G ordon. 11 am MP; 12 noon 
HC; Basket Lunch. Annual 
M eeting .

S a t, 1 M a r c h ,  3 p m : Serv­
ice o f re -ded ica tion  o f mar­
riage vow s at St Stephen's 
Penrith fo r a ll m arried at St 
S tephen's s ince  1839, A ll 
w e lcom e.

S a t, 8  M a r c h ,  1 0 .0 0 a m -  

5 .3 0 p m :  Sem inar w ith  Dr 
Desm ond Ford "D an ie l and 
the C om ing K ing" at Eppin 
Baptist C hurch , 1-5 Bay R 
Epping. Bring food to share 
at lunch tim e  fe llow sh ip .

S a t, 8  M a r c h ,  2 p m : C of 
E H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , St 
A nd rew 's  C athedra l, H o ly  
C om m un ion , A nnual M eet­
ing and "H ym n s  & H istory".

M o n ,  1 0  M a r c h ,  

6 .3 0 p m :  M o ore  Theological 
C o lle g e  G ra d u a tio n  C er­
em ony in th e  Great H a ll, 
Sydney University.

S a t ,  1 5  M a r c h :  CMS 
Prayer Focus, parish meet­
ings, praying fo r m issionary 
w ork. C ontact your rector or 
CMS on (02) 9267 3711.

If  you w o u l d  like  y ou r  event
INCLUDED IN SYDNEY DiARY CALL 
Wendy  B r a m m a l l  on  ( 0 2 )  
9 2 6 5  I 5 0 5  OR WRITE to 
S y d n e y  D ia r y , S o u t h e r n  
Cr o s s  Ne w sp a p e r , PO Box O 
I 9 0 .  OuEEN V ic to r ia  Post 

Of f ic e , Sy d n e y , NSW I 2 3 0 .

W o m e n  p r ie s ts :  
w h e r e  t o  in d e e d ?
Your issue of December-January 
reports that Sydney Synod has 
said ‘no’ to women priests, and 
then goes on to pose the question 
(p5), “Where to from here?”

The answer for us must be, to 
the Scriptures. First let us be 
completely clear about the issue 
of women priests. Jesus Christ 
stated to the apostles (Matthew 
16:16) that he was engaged in 
building his church: and when he 
chose the apostles upon whom 
that church was to be founded 
(Ephesians 2:20), who were to 
exercise leadership of that 
church, they were all men. So too 
were all elders subsequently ap­
pointed in the New Testament 
era.

But secondly, and of equal 
importance, we must recognize 
the very wide range of women’s 
ministry within the church which 
is attested by the New Testament, 
and we must follow this exam­
ple also.

To be precise upon two cru­
cial and related points at issue: 
(a) there is no New Testament 
teaching which would exclude 
women from the role and minis­
try of deacon, and indeed we find 
references to women deacons in 
its pages; (b) there is absolutely 
no biblical justification for ex­
cluding deacons (both men and 
women) from presiding at both 
Baptisms and Holy Communion, 
or from engaging in preaching 
and teaching in the church.

We should recognize and re­
affirm the sound biblical grounds 
for:

- not ordaining women as 
priests;

- ordaining suitable persons, 
both men and women, to the role 
and ministry of deacon;

- accepting that both deacons 
and priests can preside at Holy 
Communion, and seek by all le­
gitimate means open to us to have 
this accepted and implemented in 
our church;

- encouraging the widest 
range of women’s ministry in our 
church, in accordance with Scrip­
tural precept and example.

Many dioceses of our church 
are at present moving along a 
path that reaffirms the role of pre­
siding at Holy Communion be­
ing restricted exclusively to an 
ordained priest (a teaching for 
which there is no Scriptural war­
rant), while ordaining women as 
priests/elders (for which, also, 
there is no biblical warrant). We

are now being brought to the pro­
phetic role of calling our church 
to return to practices and doc­
trines based in Scripture.

That is where to from here.

The Rev Dr Ward Powers 
Summer Hill

W o m e n  p r ie s ts :  
t im e  t o  t u r n  a r o u n d
Though 1 am not a supporter of 
radical feminism, being married 
to an intelligent, erudite and very 
capable woman gives me pause 
for thought at the hurt she and 
others suffer each time ‘Pauline’ 
theology is preached from the 
pulpit and ascribed to by the Syd­
ney Synod; a theology which 
undermines and denigrates all 
women, o f whatever position 
within the church or society, as 
unworthy of being recognised for 
anything above the menial and 
like children to be seen and not 
heard.

Jesus gave the women of his 
time a dignity and authority un­
heard of within the culture of his 
day. He taught them; they were 
allowed to speak and teach; they 
were listened to; they were al­
lowed to administer to the breth­
ren and were given recognition 
within his domain. “Ah!” but the 
traditionalists will say. “He never 
made one of them a disciple.” 
That is true! But within a culture

where women had no rights; 
where a woman was not listened 
to in a court of law; and was con­
sidered to be no more than a chat­
tel and a possession, Jesus had the 
wisdom not to try. To argue oth­
erwise would be fallacious in the 
extreme.

It was not a man but a woman 
to whom Jesus first revealed him­
self at the tomb; and it was a 
woman to whom he first gave the 
message of his resurrection. It 
was to one of those downtrodden, 
socially outcast, worthless chat­
tels that the greatest message on 
earth was given and delivered by 
to his disciples; disciples that 
were with Mary at the grave and 
to whom Jesus chose not to show 
himself. What is the message 
then that Jesus is giving to his 
church by this action?

My short but rhetorical ques­
tion is this; How would our sav­
iour view this situation were he 
standing in person before the 
Sydney Synod; and what excuses 
would the Pharisees within our 
Church be making to divest 
themselves of their own ‘Pauline’ 
and legalistic responsibility in 
this matter? Would that I were 
there to see it when that day 
comes!

Peter Girdlestone 
MIttagong

A b o r t io n  d e p lo r e d
It is with deep concern that I write 
to you about a matter which 
makes me sick to the stomach.

The hideous practice of par­
tial birth abortions is now being 
performed in a Brisbane Clinic. 
The doctor also has clinics in 
Rockhampton and Townsville. 
As I read an account of a nurse 
who assisted in a partial birth 
abortion I felt extremely sickened 
by what I read.

This technique for killing the 
‘unborn’ child results in it being 
stillborn thus keeping within our 
law.

I urge you, even beg you, to 
do all you can to stop this hide­
ous, evil, murderous practice be­
fore it goes even further. Please 
do all you can to expose, destroy 
and make totally illegal this mur­
derous ‘lawful’ practice. Please 
write to the Premier of Queens­
land, the Premier of NSW and 
our own Prime Minister, Mr John 
Howard. Please close this loop­
hole in our law which will then 
make totally illegal this murder­
ous practice called ‘Partial Birth 
Abortion’.

Partial birth abortion is mur­
der o f the cruelest of means. 
Please put the wheels into action 
to stop this most hideous ‘legal­
ised’ practice.

Dave Vincent JP 
Bldwill, NSW

U K  p e n f r ie n d
I am a 26 year old Anglican 
Youth Group Leader. 1 have ill 
health and have to take a lot of 
medication and cannot get out 
much. I live with my parents. I 
like writing and receiving letters. 
I would like to hear from any 
Anglican roughly my own age 
(17-30) who would like an Eng­
lish penfriend.

Andrew Gregory
‘Gregory-Ville’, 14 School Ave, 
Guidepost, Choppington, 
Northumberland,
NE62 SDN 
England.
Telephone 01670 821854

Le t t er s  s h o u l d  ideally b e  2 0 0  
w o r d s  in LENCJTH. ffeXT MAY BE 
ed ited .
Ad d r e s s  all letters  to  C r o s s  
Wo r d s , S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  
Ne w s p a p e r , PO Box O I 9 0 ,  
OVB P o s t  O f f ic e , S ydney NSW 
I 2 3 0  OR E-maiL: 

ang m ed sy@ ozem ail.c o m .au
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Sydney news

Sydney artist 
takes the Blake

■'NLUV. /■ ■

* ...

BY Jeremy Halcrow

Rachel Ellis, a member of St 
Barnabas’, Broadway, was 
awarded the prestigious Blake 
prize for religious art in Decem­
ber. The winning drawing was 
inspired by the passage in Luke 
7 where Jesus’ feet are washed 
by a woman who ‘had many sins’. 
Ms Ellis said the work was about 
the personal relationship between 
God and us. “I wanted to express 
the character and 
mystery of God 
through the person 
of Jesus.”

Ms Ellis said 
she was surprised 
at winning the 
$10,000 prize. “ I 
thought I’d be for­
tunate if I had my 
work hung, let 
alone w in,” she 
said. .. I

At first she had
been wary to portray the woman 
at Jesus’ feet, as some people 
might be shocked and think she 
had put a woman in a subordi­
nate position. But in the end she 
decided it might be a good talk­
ing point and get people think­
ing about who God is. She said it 
was an image that summed up the 
Christian notion of servanthood.

It was the first time Ms Ellis 
had specifically used the Bible as 
source of inspiration. But with 
the widespread praise she has 
received for Woman at Jesus ’ 
Feet, she said she would be go-

*̂ Art should be 
something that 
looks outwards 

to our
relationships 
with God and 

other 
people. ”

images. “1 would really like to 
enter the Blake on a regular ba­
sis, and use it as a way to express 
to people what God is like.”

Her previous work has aimed 
to express God in the everyday. 
“I try to communicate the sim­
plicity of the situation that God 
has placed each o f us in,” she 
said. “In my normal work 1 draw 
my immediate surroundings. I’m 
very interested in the simplicity 
of light and use this as a meta­

phor for eternal 
life.”

Her style is a 
reaction against the 
trend to emphasise 
works that are in­
trospective and 
only an expression 
of the self Ms Ellis 
said that rather than 
being something 
that looked inward, 
art should be some- 
thing that looked 

outwards to our relationships with 
God and other people. “I think 
that art should be an expression 
of being human, as we are made 
in the image of God,” she said.

She believes that that there 
are many innovative ways 
churches could use artists to build 
bridges with the community. One 
way would be to use art, where 
appropriate, to make church 
buildings more friendly and wel­
coming. Another idea that she 
has been working on with the 
rector of St Barnabas’, Canon 
Rob Forsyth, is a series of post-

Rachel Ellis with sketches for her prize winning drawing, based on a passage from Luke’s gospel, ing back to the Bible to find more cards to be used for publicity.

BUYING? SELLING? 
RENTING?

For an obligation free 
discussion on any 
Real Estate m atter 

CONTACT 
GRAHAM PRICE 

9 4 1 9  8 4 2 8  

CRAY AND DUNN PTY LTD 
306 VICTORIA AVENUE, 

CHATSWOOD

ACCOM M ODATION
AVAILABLE

GERRINGONC
2 bedroom  duplex  

clean, light, 
airy modern facilities. 

100m to beach.

Phone (02) 9484-2869 
after 5pm

PAINTER
Church painter, interior/ 
exterior, difficult jobs no 

problem.

All types of houses, 
home unit blocks, 

no Job too big.

For free quotes ring 
Don McKay 9962-4364 

018 424 776

Cold licence no.9i902

Citizen of the year takes a bow
On January 26, South Sydney 
Council named the Rev John 
McIntyre Citizen of the Year. His 
dedication to his community has 
now been recognised by more 
than grateful individuals.

Mr McIntyre is a familiar face 
in the South Sydney region. 
When he walks down the street, 
people wave or smile. He seems 
to be on every neighbourhood 
committee he can find. He has 
spent the last six years, as rector 
of St Saviour’s, Redfera, trying 
to make a difference.

“I think the award is a good 
thing,” said Mr McIntyre, a former 
lecturer at Ridley Theological Col­
lege, Melbourne. “It’s a recognition 
of the sort of work that a whole 
group of us are committed to: 
bringing people together and mak­
ing changes to the community.”

Ms Loretta Dunn, co­
ordinator of The Factory Com­
munity Centre, was among the 
people who nominated him, and 
says the award is well deserved.

“John is totally committed to 
the local community, he gives 
himself tirelessly for people,” she 
said.

She added that the warmth 
extends both ways.

John McIntyre: glad the church can be seen in a positive light by the wider community.

“The community treat him as Mr McIntyre is glad to see the the church fairly negatively,” he
ifhe belongs-they don’t do that church being cast in a positive said. “But this'commends the
lightly,” said Ms Dunn. light. “A lot of people here see gospel.”

FEBRUARY I 9 9 7 SO U TH ER N  C R O S S  3



Sydney news

IN B R IE F

G ra n v ille  tr ib u te
This year marks the 20th an­
niversary of the Granville 
train disaster, Australia’s 
worst. On January 18, a com­
memorative service was helc 
at St Mark’s, Granville, fol­
lowed by the unveiling of a 
memorial wall with the names 
of the disaster’s 83 victims 
The accident occurred as a 
commuter train jumped the 
tracks and ploughed into the 
stanchions of the Bold Street 
overbridge, bringing down 
170 tonnes of concrete anc 
steel onto two packed rail car­
riages. Hundreds of rescuers 
and emergency service work­
ers battled for 38 hours to re­
move trapped commuters 
from the wreckage.

F ro m  b la c k  s tu m p  
to  b ig  s m o k e
Well known bush artist. Pro 
Hart, was among a group of 
leading outback artists who 
brought their paintings to the 
city in December to raise sup 
port for rural and remote serv 
ices. The Bush to the City art 
show was sponsored by the 
Bush Church Aid Society and 
was launched at the Bishop 
Barry Centre in Sydney. Over 
100 paintings were on sale to 
benefit communities such as 
Wilcannia, Lightning Ridge 
and bush children who com­
plete their studies away from 
home.

C h ris tm a s  s u p p o rt
Anglicans throughout the dio­
cese mounted a huge Christ­
mas aid operation for needy 
fam ilies in Sydney and 
Wollongong over the Christ­
mas break. More than 80,000 
people received help through 
a range of services provided 
by the Anglican Home Mis­
sion Society. More than 200 
Anglican churches supported 
the Society’s packing and dis­
tribution of food hampers.

H ere  2D A Y...
Mr Glenn Daniel, news direc­
tor of radio stations 2DAY- 
FM and TripleM- FM, has re­
signed to take up a new posi­
tion with Image Media Serv­
ices, a media training com­
pany operating throughout 
Australian and South East 
Asia. Mr Daniel is a member 
of St Paul’s, Castle Hill.

B ig b a n g  n o t O K
Dr Henry Schaefer, Professor 
of Chemistry at the University 
of Georgia, spoke on ‘The Big 
Bang, Stephen Hawking and 
God’ at New College, Anzac 
Parade, Kensington, on Fri­
day, January 14. The meeting, 
presented by the Institute for 
the Study of Christianity in an 
Age of Science and Technol­
ogy, addressed many of the is­
sues generating public inter­
est, following the writings of 
such scientists as Stephen 
Hawking and Paul Davies.

‘No euthanasia’ says first victim ’s son
BY Kathy Stone

After months in the national 
spotlight, a very public 
change of heart, and a nerv­
ous breakdown, the son of 
the first man to die under the 
Northern Territory euthana­
sia legislation says he’s fi­
nally found some semblance 
of peace. But with another 
death by lethal injection just 
last month Rod Dent’s cam­
paign to overthrow the 
world’s first euthanasia law 
in far from over.

Rod Dent sits forward on the 
lounge. He looks more relaxed 
than he has in weeks. As if to punc­
tuate the importance of what he 
says he drills the air with his index 
finger. What he wants is a national 
standard of palliative care and the 
repeal of the Northern Territory 
euthanasia law. It’s a view that pro­
ponents of euthanasia, and indeed 
some members of his extended 
family, have called traitorous. But 
Rod Dent, Bowral postie and one­
time member of the Liberal Party, 
is not easily dissuaded. Indeed, his 
own stoiy is one of a long and pain­
ful Journey towards discovery.

As he thinks back on his fa­
ther’s four year battle with pros­
tate cancer, he is clearly tom by 
the experience. He relates the fre­
quent trips interstate for treat­
ment, the special diets, the emo­
tional and financial drain, and the 
decision that finally led to Bob’s 
death by lethal injection in Sep­
tember last year.

Now Rod shares his concern 
about the law he once publicly 
supported. He points to the pos­
sible breakdown in trust between 
doctors and patients, the likeli­
hood of abuse, the lack of proper 
medical care for the terminally ill, 
his fear that euthanasia will be­
come the cost effective alterna­
tive to palliative care. The argu­
ments roll easily off his tongue. 
He is, after all, on familiar terri­
tory. The issue of legalised eutha­
nasia has consumed him emotion­
ally and intellectually for the bet­
ter part of five months.

“After his death my father 
Bob was under immediate attack 
from the right-to-lifers,” Rod re­
calls. I leapt in to defend his de­
cision. I felt with the health sys­
tem up there the way it was he 
really didn’t have much alterna­
tive. But I didn’t know much 
about the legislation then, or the 
consequences of it, or the media 
barrage that would follow. All 
that came as a shock.”

It seems ironic to him now 
that his father’s hope for a digni­
fied end to suffering resulted in 
such an undignified ‘media cir­
cus’. While individual Austral­
ians wrestled privately with the 
issue of euthanasia. Rod’s per­
sonal battle was captured by 
every television station and ma­
jor newspaper across the nation. 
By the time details of Bob Dent’s 
death reached Rod and his wife 
Robyn (they first learned of the 
computer death machine on Sixty 
Minutes) any hope of grieving 
privately for their loss was swept 
aside by a tide of world-wide

Rod Dent: a chance to reflect allowed him to change his mind.

media interest.
“I was besieged by the me­

dia,” Rod said. “I never had time 
to think about his death or how it 
was done and the implications of 
leaving those laws in place. Sud­
denly I had to listen to the con­
cerns of the church. I had to lis­
ten to the concerns of the pro­
euthanasia groups. I had to listen 
to the right-to-lifers and the doc­
tors. I had an overload of infor­
mation, an overload of facts and 
a massive 
overload o f 
stress which 
finally took 
its toll.
That’s when 1 
had to sit 
down and re- 
ally think 
what this was 
all about.”

A d d in g  
to the pande- «iin 
monium, a
daily scrum ofjoumalists ringed 
the Dent’s Bowral home. Sounds 
of news helicopters filled the sky. 
Media calls from across Australia 
and abroad Jammed the phone. 
Within days the strain on the fam­
ily was beginning to tell.

“I was under enormous stress,” 
Rod admits. “I rang several minis­
ters but apart from a few they were 
reluctant to discuss the matter with 
me. Some thought euthanasia was 
unethical, unacceptable - end of 
story. But I needed someone to talk 
to. The religious argument really 
confused me. I couldn’t make any 
sense of the readings in the Bible.”

It was at that time Rod met

media
descended on the 

Dentes home and by 
lunch-time of the first 

day the answering 
machine had logged 

38 requests for 
interviews, ”

with the rector at St Jude’s, John 
Livingstone. “I was Just walking 
past his place one day and in I 
went,” Rod said. “The first time 
I cried for my father was in a 
quiet time with John. John rep­
resented the compassion and un­
derstanding that I’d been search­
ing for.”

It was, John agrees, an emo­
tional meeting. “My immediate 
feelings were here was a man 
desperate for someone to talk 

with,” John 
said. “I sup­
pose we sat 
together for 
an hour or so 
and then had 
a prayer 
which gave 
Rod the op­
portunity to 
let go some 
of his emo- 

— — tions.
“One of

Rod’s problems initially was that 
people saw him as being a sup­
porter of euthanasia and so they 
put the blame onto him as much 
as anyone else. He was being at­
tacked and pushed on both sides. 
It was a totally unsympathetic 
response to a situation people 
didn’t rightly understand. Rod 
was still coming to grips with the 
circumstances of his father’s 
death and really needed to be 
supported.”

Following the meeting Rod 
spoke with the Bishop of 
Wollongong, Reg Piper. “We 
both shared about the death of 
our fathers and came to an un­

derstanding,” Rod said. “We 
talked about the ethical reasons 
why Bob’s death was unaccept­
able, the moral reasons, and gen­
erally how to deal with a death 
of such a public nature. And he 
said a prayer. I think he realised 
that this was Just starting and 
there was more to come.”

The prayer, as it turned out, 
was timely. A few days later Rod 
was savaged at a Canberra press 
conference and suffered a nerv­
ous collapse. Painted as a politi­
cal opportunist with aspirations 
for greater things. Rod left Can­
berra for Bowral bewildered at 
the way things had turned out.

“I simply went there to give 
my concerns that the legislation 
was inept, unworkable, and a dis­
grace to medicine,” Rod said. 
“But the media played my mo­
tives as political ambition. They 
Just hammered me non-stop un­
til I couldn’t get a word out.”

Robyn, who sat nearby, suf­
fered with him. “I Just felt like 
getting up and pulling the plug 
on the whole thing. As it was I 
couldn’t do anything for him. I 
knew what was going to happen 
the day he went to Canberra but 
there was no stopping him. He 
had to get it off his chest. He had 
to say those things because he 
was honest.”

The next morning, on De­
cember 3, Rod was admitted to 
hospital for five days. John vis­
ited him and left a Bible. Again 
the m edia descended on the 
Dent’s Bowral home and by 
lunch-time of the first day the 
answering machine had logged 
38 requests for interviews. Con­
cerned about the impact on Ri­
chard, their 10-year-old son, 
Robyn was forced to leave him 
with friends. Yet through it all the 
family found strength in their 
faith and welcomed the prayers 
of their friends at St Jude’s.

“The support of the church 
and my faith in Christ are the 
only things that helped me sur­
vive this,” Rod said. “When John 
gave me the Bible in hospital one 
passage from Luke really stood 
out (Luke 12:4-12). I felt like I 
was being told don’t be afraid of 
the politicians, don’t be afraid of 
the supporters of euthanasia or 
those against it, because there is 
someone greater than all these 
watching over you and helping 
you get through it.

“1 knew people were talking 
as if I’d betrayed my father. Dr 
N itschke (who assisted Bob 
Dent’s death) said my father 
would be turning in his grave. 
Well Dr Nitschke never grew up 
with my father, I did. If the situa­
tion was reversed and I was dead, 
if Bob was here and came to re­
alise what I did, he woul^ be the 
first to wade in and say ‘sorry son 
but there’s a problem with your 
death.’ I’m going to make sure it’s 
right for others or throw this law 
out once and for all.”

Robyn agrees adding: “Rod 
had to put his feeling and caring 
and respect for his father to one 
side for the sake of what he thought 
was best. That’s not an easy thing 
to do, no matter who you are.”
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ARCHBISHOP writes

H a r r y

G o o d h e w

A new year always finds us ex­
periencing a range of feelings.

Some have been eager for 
the new year to get underway. 
For them it is full of promise 
and with faith in God they plan 
to ride out to conquer in his 
name. They are eager to be 
challenged, encouraged and 
strengthened in vision, faith and 
life.

Others may feel very little 
enthusiasm for any further chal­
lenge. Even to make it through 
the past year they found hard 
enough. It may have been a 
bruising and painful year, 
which worked
a weariness in __________
them, notjust 
of body, but 
of mind and 
spirit also.
They may 
have felt 
pushed to 
their absolute 
limit and have 
known disap- 
po in tm en ts  
both sharp 
and real.

Most are 
probably be­
tween those two extremes, hav­
ing known exhilaration and 
challenge, and the joy of being 
loved, and at other times wea­
riness, discouragement and 
pain.

Yet always we must remem­
ber that as God’s people we are 
a signpost to our world of the 
things of eternity. Indeed, if this 
represents the truth of who we 
are as God’s people, then we are 
that, irrespective o f how we 
feel, or how we view our im­
mediate past, or think about our 
promising future. As God’s 
people, we are to be his wit­
nesses, his agents in mission. In 
good times or bad, in good spir­
its or in the midst of depression, 
we have this dignity and chal­
lenge, that we are to be a sign­
post to our world of that other 
world which is to come.

Our Western society, and a 
greater part of the world with 
it, is in a major state o f flux and 
unsure of the future. It is a con­
fused world, but one with a hun­
ger for something more than 
3read. Wherever you turn at the 
present time people are talking 
and writing about the ‘post­
modern’ world; a world marked 
by rampant individualism and 
the will to power.

This gives a name to the col­
apse of the certainties which 

were thought to buttress the 
luman enterprise for the last 
400 years. It labels a world 
where people are searching

"// is in this 
confusingy 
uncertainy 

searching world 
that we are to be 
signposts to the 
Kingdonty to the 
ultimate certain­
ties of the reign 

o fG o d .^ ^

again for some ‘spiritual’ an­
swers to the issues of life; 
where we see a resurgence of 
religions and a widespread in­
terest in spirituality. It is in this 
confusing, uncertain, searching 
world that we are to be sign­
posts to the Kingdom, to the 
ultimate certainties of the reign 
of God.

What have we been given 
which will centre, sustain, en­
able and empower us to under­
take our missionary task in this 
world?

There is one small and very 
familiar text. It is a prayer 

which de-
_________  d a re s  the

grandeur of 
our resources. 
May the grace 
o f the Lord Je­
sus Christ, 
and the love o f 
God, and the 
fellowship o f 
the Holy Spirit 
be with you all 
(2Cor 13:14 
NIV).

It indi- 
cates the three 
ultim ate re­

sources which in divine unity 
provide all that is needed to 
sustain what is good in one’s 
life and to put right what is 
amiss.

They constitute the re­
source of all Christian living 
and service. They are what we 
must examine when we con­
template the will of God and 
our own weakness, our sin and 
our ineptitude. They are the 
foundation of hope, the moti­
vation of prayer and the focus 
for faith.

The grace o f our Lord Je­
sus Christ - this grace is a gift 
without measure or compari­
son, for it is the gift of himself, 
and it took him to the cross for 
us.

The love o f God - how do 
you think about the love of God 
for you? “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only be­
gotten Son”. It is hard to grasp 
that we are loved like that.

The fellowship o f  the Holy 
Spirit - we share in the Spirit 
and in the fellowship the Spirit 
creates. God’s gift to us is the 
life of the age to come: the age 
of the Spirit.

May our personal knowl­
edge and experience of this 
grace, this love, this Spirit and 
fellowship, empower us who 
are God’s agents in mission, 
his signposts to the Kingdom, 
and may he sustain us to do his 
will.

Sydney

Matt Greenwood (right) with wife Cecily and baby William after he was priested a t St Andrew’s 
Cathedral on December 14. Mr Greenwood was one o f 18 men priested at three different services 
on the one day for ministry in all areas of Sydney diocese. In Wollongong region seven men were 
priested at St Michael’s pro-cathedral, at Parramatta six were priested and at St Andrew’s Cathedral 
five men were priested to work in North Sydney, South Sydney and Georges River regions.

Indian bishop adds spice to ordinations
Following hot on the heels of the 
recent priesting of 18 men for 
service in Sydney Diocese in De­
cember, Bishop Sundar Clarke 
from Madras is sure to spice up 
the upcoming ordination of dea­
cons service on February 15.

Bishop Clarke, who served 
as the minister of Revesby sev­
eral years ago, is attending the 
service in special support of 
Gavin Wilcox and Scott Reid,

who were members o f his former 
congregation.

Bishop Clarke is in Sydney 
for a number of months visiting 
his daughter who is a member of 
St Thomas’, Moorebank. He will 
use this time helping to promote 
the work of the India Gospel 
League (IGL).

IGL is an organisation com­
mitted to church planting in rural 
India. In tandem with its evange­

lism and church planting, IGL 
also operates schools, orphan­
ages, literacy clinics and agricul­
tural education agencies. It is di­
rected by the Rev Samuel 
Stephens who will be visiting 
Australia in April.

A small group, including 
Gavin Wilcox and Scott Reid, 
have established the India Gos­
pel League Trust to evaluate Aus­
tralians to help in its work.

West to head 
government 
uni review
The Federal Government has 
appointed Rod West, former 
Headmaster of Trinity Grammar 
and current member of Sydney 
Standing Committee, to chair its 
review into higher education.

“It’s a daunting prospect be­
cause the happiness of many is 
in my hands,” Mr West said. 
“But it is exhilarating too - if we 
get it right we can do something 
to help this country.”

Mr West said the higher edu­
cation review was one of the 
most significant initiatives the 
Howard government had under­
taken. It was only the third re­
view into tertiary education in 
Australia since the Second 
World War.

Mr West believes he was 
given the job because of his vast 
teaching experience. “I’ve been 
at the coalface for 43 years. I 
think I was chosen because I un­
derstand the needs of young peo­
ple and have a love of scholar­
ship.”

He said the fact that he hadn’t 
been involved in tertiary educa­
tion before was also a plus.

“They probably wanted a 
chair who didn’t come with a lot 
of baggage,” Mr West said.

M ake T he Sydney A nglican 
D ep o sit Plan P a rt o f  y o u r  

p e rs o n a l sav in g s p lan

After operating fo r m ore than a decade w ith  deposits 
from  churches and other Anglican organisations, the  
Sydney Anglican Deposit Plan (SADP) is now  open to  
individual church members, it represents a new  way to  
earn a competitive interest return by lodging your savings 
with a financially secure organisation and, a t th e  same 
time, it can be a means of contributing to  the support of 
Anglican Church ministries.

The SADP is managed by the Glebe Adm inistration Board 
(CAB).

Current rates and terms available for investors effective  
from  16 Decem ber 1996. Rates are subject to  change 
w ithout notice.

To confirm current rates on offer or to  request copies of 
the current o ffe r document please phone:

(02) 265-1667 o r  Freecail 1 800 639 667 (NSW only)

Incom e and  

S u pp o rt Accounts
Step-Up

A ccounts

Term % Rate Pa % R a te  Pa

At-Call 5.00%

1 Month 5.00%

3 Months 5.25%

6 Months 5.50%

1 Year 5.85% 5.60%

2 Years 6.20% 5.95%

3 Years 6.40% 6.15%
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A n ti-e u th a n a s ia  
bill g e ts  th e  nod
The NSW  Council of 
Churches has acclaimed the 
passing o f MP Kevin An­
drews’ Northern Territory 
anti-euthanasia bill in the 
House o f Representatives.

Council President, the Rev 
Ross Clifford, said the bill re­
ceived wide Christian support 
from the majority of Protes­
tant denominations, the Is­
lamic community, doctors’ 
groups such as the AMA, 
groups for the disabled, and 
even a world respected ethi- 
cist on legal and medical mat­
ters, Professor Margaret 
Sommerville. The Senate is 
due to vote on the matter this 
month.

C re a tio n is m  on  trial
Creation science is to go to 
trial early this year in the Aus­
tralian Federal Court.

Professor Ian Plimmer, 
Head o f Earth Sciences at 
M elbourne University, is 
bringing copyright and fraud 
charges against Allen Roberts 
and the Noah’s Ark Research 
Project. Professor Plimmer is 
arguing that creation science 
is misleading and deceptive 
and hopes to establish a clear 
precedent that what he calls 
pseudoscience is fraud.

F irs t A b o rig in a l 
w o m a n  p rie s t
Australia’s first Aboriginal 
woman priest was ordained in 
Dubbo in December. The Rev 
Gloria Shipp, leader of the 
Koori Anglican Fellowship, 
recently completed theologi­
cal training at Nungalinya 
College, the Aboriginal Bible 
school in Darwin.

D o o rs  s h u t on  
a s y lu m  s e e k e rs
The N ational Council of 
Churches in Australia 
(NCCA) has called for the reo­
pening o f the Refugee Advice 
and Casew ork Service 
(RACS), after its closure late 
last year due to inadequate 
government funding.

The NCCA claims that at 
least 150 asylum seekers are 
now without legal representa­
tion. The RACS was the only 
specialist legal service provid­
ing free advice and represen­
tation to asylum seekers and 
refugees in NSW.

‘S a y  sorry*: 
c h u rc h e s  u rg e  M Ps
Australia’s heads of Churches 
have made a face-to-face call 
for federal parliamentarians to 
issue a non-partisan apology 
for the removal of Aboriginal 
children from their parents.

The national heads of eight 
Churches, including Anglican 
Archbishop Keith Rayner, late 
last year hosted a forum with 
MPs at Parliament House, at 
which the call was made.

Ex-Premier challenges government on aid

Food distribution in Eritrea: Australia’s overseas aid budget is 
at its lowest point ever.

Former Premier of South Aus­
tralia, Lynn Arnold, has been ap­
pointed as the new chief execu­
tive of World Vision Australia. 
His first goal is to make the Fed­
eral Government take seriously 
the task of eradicating poverty 
and increasing overseas aid.

“The current overseas aid 
budget is at its lowest point ever, 
only 1.6 per cent of total budget 
outlays,” he said, noting that the 
government wants to cut this 
back even further. “This is en­
tirely the wrong way to go. I chal­
lenge the Federal Government to 
re-assess its priorities.”

“There are more poor now 
than 20 or 30 years ago,” he said. 
“But we are 60 times richer. 
There are poor in Australia but 
by and large as a nation we are 
in the very top of wealth.”

Mr Arnold attacked those 
who want overseas aid reduced. 
“Our problems are manageable 
in a world where other people’s 
problems are not. It is not asking 
too much to ask that two cents in 
every government dollar go to 
international aid, and at the same 
time address issues of good fi­
nancial management back home. 
The two are not incompatible.” 

Mr Arnold, co-founder of 
South Australia’s Parliamentary 
Christian Fellowship, said world 
development has been his life­
long passion. “Being brought up 
in a Christian home I was made 
to understand that, while being 
concerned for others earns you

M r Arnold: Australia has its 
priorities wrong on foreign aid.

know no merit points, it is some­
thing you are obligated to do.” 

“ When I was involved in 
politics I saw that 1 had the 
chance to do things that would 
help other people.”

Mr Arnold said that when he 
was responsible for trade he was 
keen to promote specialised ag­
ricultural equipment that could 
be used in dry-land environments 
around the world and also de­
velop medication that would be 
helpful for children that were 
dying from gastroenteritis in un­
der-developed countries.

He said that when he first 
heard about the job opportunity 
at World Vision he was more 
than interested. “All my life I had 
hoped that 1 would have the op­
portunity to be involved in inter­
national development in a mean­
ingful way, that was actually al­
leviating world poverty.”

“It is quite obviously a door 
that God has opened up for me 
and 1 just hope and pray that I 
am up to the challenge.”

hat single Anglican ministry 
trains the greatest number of 
people for Christian service 
each year?

5 c n p tu r e
Religious Education in public schools.

Last year, 1182 Anglican 

lay volunteers received 

train ing by the 10 

Scripture 21 Consultants 

for teaching 121,000  

children in state schools 

about God’s love in Christ, 
nils is a huge task!

Another 42 000 children are not able to hear 
about Jesus because there are not enough 
trained volunteers to assist clergy.

S cr ip tu re  21 is the training and equipping 
arm of the Anglican Education Commission 
which helps to maintain this outreach ministry.

Ten Scrip ture  21 consultants are employed 
across the five regions of the Diocese.

I  w ould like to help parishes reach every Anglican child for Christ.

P lease send me □  praying for the training program in my region 
inform ation about: □  leaving a bequest to assist this work into the 21st century

I  would like □  $_______
to  give: Q  $_______

to support training by the S21 consultants 
for Scripture books for needy parishes

Nam e:

Address:

God’s word in children’s hearts.

You can make the difference.

Do you know that 
there is now an 

Evangelical Anglican 
Church on the Central 

Coast?
Green Point Anglican 

Church meets in
Green Point Community 

Centre Koolang Rd, Green 
Point

each Sunday, 6pm 
with children's church 

and creche.
Minister

Arthur Copeman 
(a Moore College Graduate) 

4 Amaroo Close 
Green Point
(043) 69 4824

POSITION VACANT
St Alban's Anglican  

C hurch H ighgate WA

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
St Alban's is an inner city 
evangelical church with an 
openness to the work of the 
Holy Spirit.

We are  looking fo r an 
Associate Minister who will 
major on ministry to youth 
& young families (discipling 
and outreach) as well as 
sharing in the general
pastoral m inistry of the  
church.

Inquiries to: Dale 
Appleby 

423 Beaufort St, 
Highgate WA 6003

Phone/fax (09) 328 8071 
email:

stalbans@iinet.net.au
A p p lic a tio n s  Close 

F e b ru a ry  28
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world news

I N  B R I E F

IRA c e a s e -fire
A resumption o f  the IRA 
cease-fire is a “total prerequi­
site to place the peace process 
on a more realistic footing”, 
the Archbishop of All Ireland, 
Dr Eames said in his New 
Year message.

“It is also vital that people 
of all Christian traditions unite 
in a visible desire to end vio­
lence, intimidation, boycotts, 
and all words and actions 
which will make a peaceful 
and just future more difficult 
to attain,” the archbishop said.

W elsh  w o m e n
Ordinations of the first women 
as priests in the Anglican 
Church in Wales took place on 
January 11 and 12. More than 
70 women deacons were 
priested by diocesan bishops 
and the Archbishop of Wales, 
Alwyn Rice Jones.

H oly T rin ity ’s  $ 2 5 0  
m illion  n e w  s ite
Holy Trinity Brompton, one 
of London’s largest churches 
and home to the Alpha 
Course’s Nicky Gumbel, is 
planning to build a $250 mil­
lion new complex in London’s 
East End.

N igerian  s h o t
The Bishop of Niger Delta 
North, Samuel Elenwo, was 
shot and seriously wounded in 
his home Just before Christ­
mas, during what is believed 
to have been an attempted bur­
glary.

R a m ad an  p ra y e rs
An estimated 10 m illion 
Christians around the world 
are expected to take part in a 
‘prayer thread’, to run paral­
lel to the Islamic holy month 
of Ramadan. They will pray 
that Jesus - the second Adam 
- will become known to a 
Muslim group that claims to 
be descended from the first 
man on earth.

According to Youth With 
a Mission, the 11 million 
Julaha people of Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, famous for their 
handloom cottons and silks, 
claim they are direct descend­
ants of Adam who, on seeing 
his nakedness after the Fall, 
taught his sons to weave.

YWAM seek “the prepa­
ration of the Christian church 
for a wonderful move of God 
among the world’s one billion 
Muslims.”

J a p a n e s e  a p o lo g y
The Primate of the Anglican 
Church in Japan (the Nippon 
Sei Ko Kai), A rchbishop 
James Takashi Yashiro, has 
written to the Anglican 
Church of Australia apologis­
ing to Australians affected by 
World War 2. The letter fol­
lows last year’s apology for 
the part the church played in 
the Japanese war effort.

The Primate of the Angli­
can Church o f A ustralia, 
Archbishop Keith Rayner, 
said he was very moved by the 
sincerity of the apology.

Canterbury comes to the party
The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr George Carey, and Mrs Eileen 
Carey will be in Sydney in Au­
gust as part of their visit to the 
Anglican Church of Australia.

The trip is one of a series of 
activities arranged to mark the 
150th anniversary of the Angli­
can Province of Australasia. It is 
also the anniversary of the found­
ing of the dioceses of Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Newcastle, and 
consequently the diocese of Syd­
ney. Prior to June 1847 Sydney 
was the centre of the Diocese of 
Australia. The national confer­
ence, to be held in Canberra this 
month, starts the ‘celebrations’.

A special anniversary service 
will be held in London’s West­
minster Abbey on Sunday 20 
April at 6.30pm. The Archbishop 
and Mrs Goodhew, Bishop 
Watson and the Dean will be 
there. Anyone from Sydney who 
plans to be in England at that time 
is welcome to attend.

The Careys will be in Aus­
tralia from 25 July to 6 August. 
They will be going to Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Newcastle and Sydney 
and then New Zealand.

An evangelical by convic­
tion, Dr Carey surprised many 
when PM Margaret Thatcher an­
nounced he was to be Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1990. A student 
of King’s College, London and 
the London College of Divinity 
he graduated with a BD in 1962. 
He was later awarded the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy for his 
thesis on the second century doc­
trine of the church.

His first curacy was in Lon­
don’s St Mary’s, Islington, and 
he went on to lecture in theology 
at Oak Hill Theological College, 
then at St John’s College Not­
tingham. He became vicar of St 
Nicholas’ Durham, where he had

an outstanding ministry of ex­
pansion and renewal which is 
documented in The Church in the 
Market Place. He left Durham to 
become principal of the evangeli­
cal Trinity College, Bristol and 
became Bishop o f Bath and 
Wells in 1988. So it was a rela­
tively new bishop whom Mrs 
Thatcher announced as the suc­
cessor to Dr Robert Runcie.

Since his appointment Angli­
cans around the world have ex­
perienced many crises and up­
heavals in their political life. His 
visits, pastoral care and advice 
have been warmly received, es­
pecially on the African continent, 
and most notably in Mozam­
bique, Rwanda and the Sudan.

In his January New Year 
message broadcast on BBC Xy, 
Dr Carey spoke of faith in the 
midst of crisis. “In looking back 
there will be many who will be 
deeply thankful that 1996 has 
ended,” he said. “For those of us 
who love children 1996 will for­
ever speak of Dunblane and 
some of the other terrible crimes 
committed against young chil­
dren and adults alike. It is a re­
minder that at the very heart of a 
decent society there must be an 
uncompromising commitment to 
protecting the weak and vulner­
able. But Christians have always 
insisted on the centrality of faith 
even in the midst of pain and suf­
fering.”

Since their time in Sydney is 
the climax of the Australian visit, 
a national service will be held in 
St Andrew’s Cathedral on the 
evening of Tuesday 5 August. 
Bishops from all round Australia 
will be present. Dr Carey will be 
the preacher, and the service will 
be broadcast nationally by the 
ABC that evening. Dean Boak 
Jobbins is working with a small

Archbishop Carey with his wife Eileen on the Great Wall o f China: 
hie couple will visit Australia this year.

committee to plan a notable ‘na­
tional liturgical occasion’.

Archbishop Goodhew and his 
planning committee are arranging 
an interesting Sydney visit for the 
Careys. There will be a special 
citizen’s dinner, a meeting with 
the clergy of the diocese, and the 
opportunity to visit notable min­
istries within the diocese. Arch­
bishop Carey will spend an after­
noon with the Australian bishops.

A n g lic a n  MANAGER - LIFE AFTER PRISON M INISTRIES

H o m e  M is s io n  D io c e s a n  S e rv ic es  D iv is ion
S o c ie ty  P a r ra m a tta

The Anglican Home Mission society provides an extensive ministry of care throughout the Sydney 
region. With a staff of 1000 it provides over 100 services with a budget of S54M.

Life After Prison (LAP) Ministries has been recently added to the society’s services to prisoners, ex­
offenders and their families providing counselling, accommodation and general support as part of 
the recovery process on leaving prison. The service is based at Parramatta and has a small staff.

We are seeking a Manager to direct and coordinate all operations of LAP Ministries in achieving its 
mission and objectives. Your role will require you to:

• prom ote the growth and development o f lap

• organise an effective staffing strategy

• develop financial plans and exercise budget control

• publicly promote lap

• liaise w ith churches, church hierarchies and local support groups 

You will possess:

• a sound understanding of the Church environment

• human resource and financial management skills

• a sound understanding of the welfare industry and related government services, 
planning and management skills

• highly developed interpersonal and communication skills

• tertiary qualification in Social welfare or allied profession and/or proven experience

This is a rewarding opportunity for a person of definite Christian commitment and w ith an active 
church involvement.

A salary appropriate to the responsibilities will be negotiated. The appointment will be fo r 5 years 
with the possibility of renewal.

Please telephone Kay Merriment (9261-9536) fo r fu rther information and copies of the duty statem ent 
and selection criteria, w ritten  applications should be forwarded by 21 February 1997 to:

The Rev’d Tony Tress, Chaplaincy Department, Anglican Home Mission society,
PO Box Q137, QVB, SYDNEY NSW 1230

Mrs Carey, a nursing sister, will 
have her own program.

Some special Sydney events 
will precede the Carey visit. The 
Rev Howard Dillon is heading a 
small group arranging an Angli­
can Expo, to be held in Sydney 
Square one Saturday, and there 
will be a Diocesan Sesquicent- 
enary service in the Cathedral on 
Sunday 3 August.

Reform’s 
threat of 
schism
Reform, the conservative Evan­
gelical group within the Church 
in England, seems set to arrange 
an alternative group of bishops 
to oversee its Evangelical church 
members.

A report published in the 
Church o f England Newspaper 
states that such a move, consid­
ered “valid but irregular,” may 
also split Reform itself.

Prompting the move has been 
the increased ‘approval’ seen to 
be given to such groups as the 
Lesbian and Gay Christian 
Movement. However, Tony 
Higton, one of Reform’s leading 
members, urged more cautious 
action, including Evangelical 
parishes, where necessary, first 
seeking ‘alternative episcopal 
oversight’ from within the dio­
cese. Mr Higton also called on 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
appoint an Evangelical ‘flying 
bishop’ to defuse the “growing 
danger of major confrontation”.
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The Hybels (and lowbels) of church growth

Bill Hybels: it ’s not about playing a numbers game.

Some smaller congregations find the pressure to be a 
‘growing’ church can take its toil, as three ministers toid 
Southern Cross. Such is the stigma often associated with 
smaller churches, all three preferred to remain anony­
mous. We’ll call them Peter, Paul and Mario.
Says Peter, church size often pletely absent.
simply reflects demographics: 
the type of people who live in an 
area, their age, education or in­
come. “That’s why we have ‘Bi­
ble belts’. While it may be rela­
tively easy to adapt a Willow 
Creek-style church growth min­
istry in some suburbs, it would 
be meaningless elsewhere. The 
people they’re targeting are so 
culturally different, it’s like talk­
ing another language.”

“There are limits to what can 
be achieved with few resources. 
It doesn’t matter how good the 
ideas," says Paul. “Our parish­
ioners are either unemployed or 
retired. They give generously, 
but the end figure is still quite low. 
They’re all faithful, committed 
Christians, but we know not to 
set our sights too high. However, 
we’re not too proud to accept 
friendly offers of help!”

Mario says being smaller has 
advantages. “I’m able to spend 
much more time alongside each 
parishioner. W e often have 
meals together. W e all know 
each other well, and they see me 
as being approachable rather 
than a remote general manager.
I count it as a privilege to be so 
closely involved with each per­
son.”

Paul agrees. “Not all minis­
tries need to operate on a large 
scale to flourish. There’s a pre­
vailing culture which infers that 
small means ‘failure’. Viability in 
an area ought to relate to oppor­
tunities for ministry, not income 
in the plate.”

Says Mario, “Sometimes the 
area of most rapid growth is not 
the area of greatest need. One 
suburb, with low income earners 
and long-term unemployed, had 
young professionals moving into 
a neighbouring area. An effec­
tive ministry to the former was 
ignored in preference to the lat­
ter. The congregation size has 
now grown, almost completely 
with young professionals, while 
the other people are almost com-

“The Anglican Church caters 
well for tertiary educated, middle 
and higher income groups, and 
that is good. But why do we shy 
away from other groups? In this 
case, the young professionals 
were already established in their 
faith. It’s great that they now 
have a m iddle-sized church 
nearby, but it’s not really their 
local community. The smaller 
churches in the area would have 
been helped greatly if they had 
instead chosen to take an active 
part with them. Overall growth in 
the area may well have been 
greater. A bonus would have 
been a larger entry into the com­
munity, including people usually 
not served well by the Church.”

“Larger churches could view 
smaller ones as being worthy of 
‘mission duty’,” says Paul. “A 
commitment of two or three 
years can make a real, long-term 
impact. W e’ve had young cou­
ples visit us only to find no-one 
else in their age group. They like 
to see a handful of peers. If 
they’re new parents they want to 
see young kids. Even though the 
teaching and worship style may 
be the same, the next week 
they’ve driven another suburb 
away and found a church with a 
group of people like them. If three 
or four couples from some of the 
larger ‘Bible belt’ churches com­
mit themselves to us for even a 
short term, younger people mov­
ing into the area would be much 
more likely to commit themselves 
too, and form a nucleus of a con­
tinuing congregation."

Peter agrees. “Many large 
churches have grown through 
transfer growth. But lower socio­
economic groups and suburbs are 
being ignored. So we have poorer 
representation in those communi­
ties, and along with it a feeling that 
the Anglican Church is 'not for 
people like us’. I’m not denying the 
need for and impact of larger 
churches - but smaller ones aren’t 
weaker or worse, just different."

From February 13-15,1997, hun­
dreds o f people from around 
Australia will flock to Darling 
Harbour. But this time, it’s not 
the Sydney Festival or the Mo­
tor Show which will be pulling 
the crowds. They will be coming 
to hear a minister from Chicago 
who has something to say about 
building a church.

Bill Hybels, senior pastor at 
Willow Creek Community 
Church, is known around the 
world for his leadership of a con­
gregation bigger than many Aus­
tralian towns. On any given Sun­
day over 15,000 people will have 
passed through their doors; sev­
eral thousand more join in the 
mid-week services.

Not surprisingly, Mr Hybels 
has some handy hints on reach­
ing the masses. But their ap­
proach, he says, is not about seek­
ing the numbers. It is about 
preaching the gospel in a relevant 
way and waiting for God to act. 
“We’ve been successful because 
when people experience life 
change, their enthusiasm be­
comes contagious,” he told the 
Chicago Tribune in 1994.

T o  p u t  us in  th e  p ic tu re ,  

S o u th e rn  Cross  a s k e d  B i l l  

H y b e ls  to  g iv e  us a ru n  d o w n  

o f  his id e a s ...

W h a t  is a  ‘ b ib l ic a l  c o m m u ­

n i t y ’ ?

It’s a community of people radi­
cally devoted to God, irrevoca­
bly committed to each other, and 
relentlessly attempting to ad­
vance the cause of Christ in the 
world.

H o w  d o  y o u  b u ild  one?

That’s what the focus of the en­
tire conference is about.

Y o u  h a v e  sa id  th a t  y o u ’ve been  

“ s t ru c k  b y  h o w  fe w  o f  us a re  

re a lly  c le a r  a b o u t w h a t w e ’ re  

b u i ld in g ” . W h y  d o  you th in k  

th is  h a p p e n s  a n d  h o w  can w e  

b e c o m e  c le a re r?

1 think over time the church in­
evitably drifts into instit­
utionalism. This tends to stran­
gle community and eventually 
causes ‘mission drift’. Enormous 
energy is required to combat this.

W it h  a  c o n g re g a t io n  o f  o v e r  

1 5 ,0 0 0 , d o  y o u  f in d  it  d if f ic u lt  

to  b u ild  a sense o f  c o m m u n ity  

a t  W i l lo w  C re e k ?

Through a carefully led small 
group ministry that seeks to en­
fold and mature every person 
who calls Willow Creek their 
home, we are working to accom­
plish this seemingly impossible 
task.

W h a t  r o le  s h o u ld  a le a d e r ta k e  

in  a  b ib l ic a l c o m m u n ity ?

Spiritually gifted leaders must 
clarify the vision of the church, 
keep the mission crystal clear, 
and develop workable strategies 
to achieve the mission. They 
must develop the talents and gifts 
of the congregation and use the 
resources of the church carefully. 
And, they must develop the next

generation of leaders.

H o w  w o u ld  y o u  re s p o n d  to  

c r it ic is m  th a t  th e  W illo w  C re e k  

m o d e l is to o  ‘ A m e r ic a n ’ a n d  

has n o th in g  to  o f fe r  A u s tra lia n  

c h u rc h e s ?

We have always stressed that it is 
the biblical values of Willow Creek 
that we are trying to encourage 
church leaders to consider - not the 
exact methods and forms of min­
istry, which obviously must be 
contextualised in every different 
setting.

T h e  fa s te s t g ro w in g  ch u rch es , 

in  g e n e ra l ,  a re  in  A fr ic a  a n d  

A s ia ,  w h e r e  c h u rc h  g r o w th  

te c h n iq u e s  a re  o ften  n o t w e ll  

k n o w n . Does th is m ean  th ey  a re  

in s ig n if ic a n t  in  th e  long ru n ?

I’ve never been a student or ad­
vocate of church growth tech-

niques. I’m a huge fan of the Acts 
2 church, and I celebrate its ex­
pression all over the world.

D o  y o u  t h i n k  th e  W e s t e r n  

m in d ’ s obsession w ith  system s  

a n d  s tra te g ie s  in g en era l has led  

us to  o v e r e m p h a s is e  th e s e  

th in g s  in  o u r  ch urches?  W h y /  

w h y  n o t?

The Apostle Paul said that in our 
churches things should be done 
“decently and in order”. That re­
quires a certain level of organi­
sation and administration. My 
dream has always been to expe­
rience the genuine explosive re­
demptive power of the Holy 
Spirit in our church, and then to 
nurture and cultivate the fruit of 
all that in a thoughtful and disci­
plined way. I think one without 
the other is less than the best. And 
the church deserves our best!

BEDFORD
BUSINESS
COLLEGE

I r n

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAL 
COURSE

One Year Full-time

Australia’s Best-performing Business 
College in 1995 based on National Exams 

A Christian Ethos 
Virtually 100% Directly Employed 

AUSTUDY/ABSTUDY  
Superb Salaries/Career Opportunities

A c c o m m o d a tio n  f o r  C o u n t r y  S tu d e n ts

619 George Street, Sydney

Phone: (02) 9211 6677
In te r n e t :  h t tp : / /w w w .in te rc o a s t .c o m .a u /b e d fo rd

C E T S E R I O U S ,

Y E T  HAVE L E A R N IN C

For the price of a couple of hamburgers andfehips

BIBLICAl FOUNDATIONS
6  WEEK COURSES r u n  by

P g A i O N ^ S S

TUESDAYS - Oatley

St Paul’s
Redi$coverin6 Jesus 

Orowinc up

L-------
C£T FOOD ^  

FOR LIFE INSTEAD
(For Just over S8 a day)

WEDNESDAYS -  O akhurst

St Mark’s with Creche 
T he Bible as O ne Book

H elp, W hat do I Say to my Friends A bout W hat I believe?

THURSDAYS - Stanmore

Wheelchair accessTwo minutes from station 
The Bible as O ne Book 
Touch Q uestions - H ow  do I A nswer?

For more information: Phone 9517.5333 or write to: 
Deaconess House 28 Carillon Avenue Newtown 2042

A ministry of the Anglican Deaconess Institution A.C.N. 069533482
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humbug!

R o b

Fo r s y t h

1 am afraid that nothing will re­
place An Australian Prayer 
Book (AAPB). I don’t mean that 
it will never be replaced - just 
that what will succeed it in our 
corporate worship will be noth­
ing at all; no prayer book, no au­
thorised liturgical resources, just 
what the minister or others make 
up for (or on) the day.

In the Diocese of Sydney the 
AAPB is fading like the old BCP 
{Book o f Common Prayer) be­
fore it. It is being restricted to 
the early morning services. We 
are becoming tired o f it.

Unfortunately the replace­
ment served up by the Anglican 
Church of Australia has proved 
no successor. Perhaps if there 
had been less rush to produce A 
Prayer Book fo r  Australia it 
might have been adequate (as 
bits of it certainly are) but that 
was not to be, and our Synod de­
clined to authorise it last year.

Now what?
If we keep going the way we 

are going then nothing will be 
the replacement. Sure, it is pos­
sible for churches who wish to 
use other newer liturgies to do 
so by seeking authorisation un­
der Section 4 of the church con­
stitution, but for our diocese as 
a whole this is no more than (as 
one speaker at the last Synod put 
it) “treading water”.

It is time for an international, 
Anglican and evangelical enter­
prise to aim for the production 
of a new prayer book, or collec­
tion of good resources, to re­
place AAPB.

It should be an international 
enterprise to make the most of 
world wide (and Australian 
wide) evangelical Anglican 
scholarship and experience. To 
be frank. I’m not sure we have 
enough depth here to do it alone. 
And the product of an interna­
tional effort to construct qual­
ity liturgies for an international 
market is more likely to win the 
authorisation it will need to be 
used in Anglican churches.

Of course it will need to be 
an evangelical enterprise. The 
one thing we need are words for 
worship which reflect the gos­
pel clearly and powerfully.

And of course it will also need 
to be an Anglican enterprise, 
building on and reflecting the 
principles of doctrine and wor­
ship of the Book o f Common 
Prayer and the Articles, even 
when they do not immediately fit 
our own cosy evangelical truisms.

Maybe I am wrong, but un­
less we get to work soon, last 
year’s debate about A Prayer 
Book for Australia would have 
been about which authorised 
services we don’t use round here.

The Archbishop's Protocol for Dealing w ith Sexual 
Misconduct by Church Workers

is now  in operation.

The purpose o f the Protocol is to provide a form al 
procedure b y  which any person aggrieved by  the sexual 

m isconduct o f  a church worker in the Diocese may 
report that misconduct.

Copies o f the Protocol can be obtained by telephoning 
the Registrar on 9265-1522.

The names and phone numbers o f Contact Persons can 
be obtained by telephoning 9264-7106.

LEAVE A LIVING LEGACY!

By including the Anglican 

Home Mission Society in your will, 

you'll leave a living legacy of hope - 

one that will extend help to many 

needy people for decades to come. 

For further information, please 

contact the Executive Director, 

(The Rev. Howard Dillon).

The Anglican Home Mission 

Society, St. Andrew's House, 

Sydney Square, Tel 261-9500.

A n g lic a n  
H o m e  M is s io n  

'S o c ie ty

It is easy to believe that simply 

because your cause is worthy, it 

automatically deserves support 

from the public.

Sadly, this is no longer true. 

Especially when there are 

thousands of chanties in Australia 

standing on their heads for 

attention.

Yet there are only 150 income 

earning people for each of them.

Today, the organisation that 

gets the kudos and the donations 

is the one that is successful in not

Customer-driven segmentation... 
new donor acquisition 
jeness... these marketing terms 

e no longer anathema 
ccessful fundraisers."

only getting the attention, but 

also in engaging the emotions 

and making people feel a sense 

of ownership with the cause.

It takes a professional 

approach to translate applause 

into the response you seek.

You need to give yourself an

ethical, 'unfair' advantage to win 

the appreciation your cause truly 

deserves -  and that advantage 

is Pilgrim International, a fully 

accredited advertising agency.

Pilgrim International is a 

unique advertising and direct 

marketing agency -  Christians 

dedicated to working on projects 

that matter, serving not-for-profit 

organisations such as World 

Vision, The Salvation Army and 

The Bible Society in Australia.

Use our professional help to  increase 
awareness and financial support.

Sharpened by vast experience 

gained on five continents. Pilgrim 

is able to provide highly effective 

advertising campaigns, video and 

TV production, for non-profit or 

fundraising clients.

Discover how our clients are 

already winning the appreciation 

they deserve with our help -  and 

how you can too.

Simply phone Tim Matthews, 

Richard Eggington or Fiona Lim 

on (02) 9906 1444.

/
r

P IL G R IM
IN T E R N A T IO N A L

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S
G R O U P
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A D V E R T IS IN G  &  D IR E C T  M A IL  •  F U N D R A IS IN G  •  A U D IO  &  V ID E O  SERVICES •  S TR A TE G IC  P L A N N IN G  & ANALYSIS •  O N L IN E  SER VIC ES  
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A little bit of Strathfield in Asia

BY Peter Watson

This time of the year is normally asso­
ciated with a reduced busyness and op­
portunity for relaxation and refresh­
ment. In some respects that has not been 
the case. Certainly the build-up to the 
Christmas season has been very busy 
for some, if not all parishes, with op­
portunities taken to contact folk who 
might not normally be in church. Some 
of the events prepared by our churches 
have been both inventive and success­
ful in reaching many with the Good 
News about Jesus Christ.

For example, I heard good reports 
about the pre-Christmas event held by 
St Matthias’ Centennial Park at the 
Clancy Auditorium at the University of 
NSW. The program was repeated twice 
to accommodate the numbers.

For some years now an outdoor 
Carol Service has been held in the park 
overlooking Coogee Beach. The main 
sponsor o f that activity is St Paul’s 
South Coogee. This year it was pre­
ceded by a barbecue attended by about 
500 and it’s estimated that some 3,000 
participated in the carols that followed. 
The feedback is that it was well re­
ceived.

Such events should encourage all 
parishes to be as inventive as possible 
in seeking to build bridges into the com­
munity as windows of opportunity to 
talk up the fact of Jesus Christ.

Today’s culture places increasing 
emphasis on feelings at the expense of 
reality and truth, so that Christianity is 
dismissed as ‘‘right for you i f  it does 
something fo r you'. We must seek to 
disarm that notion. First we seek to in­
sist that Christianity is to be taken seri­
ously because Jesus Christ is history. 
Christianity is right because it is fac­
tual. That is not to say that is all there 
is to it. We must also seek to demon­
strate that Jesus Christ meets the deep­
est needs in the human psyche.

This period has also been a period 
of busyness for some of us involved in 
the creation of a new ministry at Bondi 
Beach. I believe this is the first time 
the Archbishop’s Vision 2001 Fund has 
supported the creation of a new work 
in an older part of Sydney. The Rev 
Stephen Bligh, who comes from a back­
ground of ministry to the beach and 
surfing culture, has been made Curate 
in Charge. The vision is that Stephen 
will lead a work to initiate and estab­
lish a congregation drawn from the 
complex cultures that are now attracted 
to the beaches of the eastern suburbs.

The Archbishop’s Vision 2001 will 
support the project for the first two 
years when it is hoped the work will 
have engendered its own finances.

It’s summer, but it has been busy 
as we’ve sought to use windows of op­
portunity for the cause of Jesus Christ.

BY Margaret Rodgers

Christine Ledger, a lay reader and parish 
councillor from St Anne’s, Strathfield left 
her position as director of Christian World 
Service for the National Council o f 
Churches in Australia (NCCA) in Septem­
ber 1996 and moved to Hong Kong.

Christine has been appointed one of 
the two Associate General Secretaries of 
the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA). 
This is a senior position in an ecumenical 
body which brings people together from 
17 different countries in Asia.

Since its offices are located in Hong 
Kong, Christine, who was a Leichhardt 
resident, now lives within the CCA staff 
campus which was previously the Lu­
theran Theological Seminary. It is situated 
in Tai Wai in the New Territories on a 
steep green hill, but it is surrounded on all 
sides by huge high rise housing com­
plexes. “It is an oasis of sorts in a growing 
concrete Jungle,” she said.

look for a smooth transition. The sermons 
I have heard preached here in the churches 
focus on encouraging people to approach 
the changes ahead with hope and faith in 
God who will not desert the people of 
Hong Kong whatever difficulties may lie 
ahead.”

CCA is also looking to this new future 
with optimism and secure faith in the 
providential hand of God. Christine said, 
“CCA certainly intends to stay in Hong 
Kong and has been encouraged to do so 
by churches in Hong Kong and in China.”

This is not the first overseas job 
Christine has held. Previously she lived 
in Geneva and worked with the World 
Student Christian Federation. This posi­
tion also brought her into contact with 
Christians from Asia. “Many Asian Chris­
tians know what it means to live as a minor­
ity church alongside people of other faiths,” 
she said. “Many of them also know what it 
means to live with the reality of war or pov­
erty or persecution. These experiences mean

bers of CCA since its inception in the 
1950s. This is a relationship which is con­
stantly changing and maturing, and the 
churches have a lot to offer to our politi­
cians and our nations in this regard,” she 
said. “Whereas political relationships are 
often guided by economics and self-inter­
est, church relationships have a wider and 
deeper foundation of common witness and 
mission - we care for each other in Christ 
and are not guided by self-interested or 
exploitative reasons. Of course national 
politics are present within church relation­
ships as well, but I believe there is a ma­
turity and mutual respect in the relation­
ships of member churches of CCA which 
is very healthy.”

The CCA staff are required to travel 
widely and so will Christine. “I will travel 
both within Asia and to the partners in 
Europe and North America who support 
our work with prayer and finance. I enjoy 
meeting people and the churches who are 
the life of CCA and find travel of this sort

Christine Ledger: from Strathfieid to Hong Kong.

Christine feels at home in her new par­
ish church. “It is similar to St Anne’s in 
its liturgy, music and warm friendly at­
mosphere,” she said. The parish is Christ 
Church, Kowloon Tong, where she is 
gradually getting to know people. It is an 
English speaking parish with both local 
Chinese and expatriate members and a 
thriving Sunday School. They are keen to 
develop their partnership with churches in 
China, and a team of parishioners recently 
visited there.

This year will be climactic for Hong 
Kong, which returns to Chinese control 
mid-year. Like other residents Christine 
is thoughtful and prayerful about future 
years. “No-one knows exactly what July 
1, 1997 will bring. Certainly it will be a 
great historical moment when Hong Kong 
returns to China, a moment of excitement, 
anxiety, and yet business as usual in many 
ways,” she said. “It is a moment without 
precedent and therefore hard to predict, 
but it appears that all parties concerned

that many Asians do not take the faithful­
ness of God and of the church for granted, 
and their witness is vibrant as a result. I am 
encouraged and challenged in my own 
Christian life by their dynamic faith and wit­
ness.”

CCA executive staff come from many 
Asian countries. “I enjoy working in a 
cross cultural environment immensely and 
learn daily from the insights, value sys­
tems and experiences o f my colleagues. I 
learn much about myself and ‘ Australian- 
ness’ in the process.”

CCA was founded in 1957. Repre­
sentatives from the Australian churches 
have been present in its activities from the 
beginning. This means that significant and 
mature relationships were forged between 
Australian and Asian churches and Chris­
tians long before such relationships were 
so central to the strategies of economic, 
business and political groups in Australia. 
Christine commented on this.

“Australian churches have been mem-

always enriches and energises me in my 
work.”

Christine hopes for prayerful and 
knowledgeable support from home. “It is 
important to me that I undertake this work 
for and with the Australian churches. It is 
an exciting time to be carrying responsi­
bility in the CCA and 1 do so with grati­
tude and the hope that Australian churches 
continue to open their eyes and hearts to 
Asia.”

She is certainly supported by her 
friends from St Anne’s Strathfield. Jenny 
Johnston, whose husband Lance is rector 
of St Anne’s, said, “There are people from 
many Asian countries in our congregation, 
in fact we are like CCA in microcosm. We 
know and love Christine and were de­
lighted when she was appointed to this 
important ministry. We are keeping in 
close contact so we are informed of her 
life and work in Hong Kong. As her home 
congregation we feel privileged to sustain 
her in our prayers.”

Simon Longstaff: denies intending to sever links with St James.

Ethics Centre: 
‘unethical’
BY Margaret Rodgers

Parishioners of St James’, King 
Street were divided over relation­
ship with the St James’ Ethics Cen­
tre in the latter months of 1996.

A strategic ministry initiative, 
the Centre was established by the 
parish in 1989. The particular 
motivation was to see the influ­
ence of Christian values brought 
to bear on the attitudes and ac­
tivities of the central business 
district in which St James’ is so 
centrally placed.

The constitution required a 
minimum of four parishioners, 
including the rector, to be among 
the ten members of the Board, 
rector o f St Jam es’, Peter 
Hughes, who is to leave the par­
ish early this month, has been 
Chairman of the Board since its 
inception. The parish has paid an 
annual grant of $25,000 to the 
Centre.

Problems arose over the 
changes to the constitution pro­
moted by the Board at the An­
nual General Meeting in Novem­
ber. There will no longer be a 
formal requirement for a number 
of parishioners and the rector to 
be Board members.

It was said that the Centre had 
behaved unethically, and some 
questioned whether the Centre 
should continue to receive par­
ish funding or be allowed to use 
its name. Others from the parish 
approved the changes.

Dr Simon Longstaff, execu­
tive director of the Ethics Cen­
tre, told the media that the Board 
had not behaved unethically. He 
said that the changes were in-

tended to ensure more diversity 
on the Board, and there was no 
intention to sever relationships 
with the parish. He saw the 
changes as a mark that the Cen­
tre had come of age.

Michael Horsburgh, a mem­
ber of the Parish Council, spoke 
to Southern Cross before going 
overseas. “This has been an un­
happy episode and one that was 
badly handled by the Ethics Cen­
tre,” he said. “There was no prior 
negotiation with the parish. The 
Centre acted without regard to 
whether the parish agreed to the 
changes. Indeed, it placed no 
value on securing the parish’s 
agreement. It simply exercised its 
power. The parish rightly re­
jected the Centre’s offer of fif­
teen free memberships and an 
annual dinner as trivial and con­
temptuous.”

Southern Cross understands 
there was prolonged debate at the 
December meeting of the Parish 
Council. The Parish Council re­
jected any move to disallow the 
use of the parish name, and re­
solved to continue negotiations 
through a Joint Consultation with 
the Board of the Ethics Centre.

Peter Hughes said the Centre 
wishes to retain the use of the 
name The St James Ethics Cen­
tre to signify its origin and con­
tinuing links with the parish. The 
Consultation had already re­
solved “to retain an effective, 
continuing relationship in which 
the parish’s involvement as an 
expression of outreach in the city 
is sustained and may flourish,” 
he said.

Most young people from Syd­
ney’s inner-west are more famil­
iar with pub bands and cafe soci­
ety than choir practice and morn­
ing church.

With this bit of wisdom in 
mind, a group of young Chris­
tians have started a radical new 
church aimed at those who are 
uncomfortable with traditional 
services.

Known as Plunge, a reference 
to its coffee-drinking habits, the 
group started a year ago as a spin­
off from Lilyfield Community 
Church. They have evolved into 
a relaxed gathering of 30 or so, 
who are more likely to watch a 
movie to explore an aspect of 
faith than listen to a sermon.

“We want to create a Chris­
tian community which operates 
in a way with which the demo­
graphic is comfortable,” said 
Nicki Banbrick, wife of Rod 
Begbie, the nominal leader of the 
group. Rod attempts to make his 
role as low-key as possible - the 
group constantly stresses the 
‘horizontal’ aspect of Plunge.

“We don’t have the same 
people doing things all the time - 
our home groups take it in turns,” 
says Nicki. “It means we don’t 
just get one minister’s view or 
experience of faith. That some­
times makes it hard because it’s 
not predictable, or you may not 
always agree - but that accept­
ance of difference is part of it.’

Plunge has so far appealed 
largely to ‘refugees’ from other 
Sydney churches, some disen­
chanted with church in general, 
others just eager to embrace a less 
cerebral, more relational kind of 
gathering.

Alan Deam, a member of the 
home group known as the ‘au­
tonomous collective’ (“because 
we have no leader!”), said he was 
keen to join Plunge as a chance 
to think through the way church 
is conducted.

“One of my bugbears is that 
the church in general is bad at 
reaching people who are 
unchurched,” he said. “You can’t 
compromise the gospel, but com­
municating it is fair game. This 
was a chance to experiment.”

Tim Blomfield said he mostly 
appreciates the high level of own­
ership felt by each member, and 
the focus on relationships in the 
group.

“Because it’s small you can 
have real relationships,” he said.

Matt Andrews agrees, point­
ing out that community comes 
along with the sense of owner­
ship.

“You really notice it when 
people aren’t there, because they 
are usually responsible for some­
thing,” he said. “And because so 
much of what we do is worked 
out by us, you can’t fall back on 
liturgy. You have to think through 
everything you do, and that leads 
to ownership and creativity.”

But all think there’s still some 
fine tuning to do.

“A lot of people here were 
reacting against something - and 
we may have reacted too much,” 
said Alan. “It’s still important for 
us to make the gospel explicit.”

“We don’t just want to share 
our ignorance,” added Matt. “We 
have to be careful with the Bible 
teaching.”

The people o f Plunge: making church more friendly to the natives.
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"BEST OF TH E  B U SH " 
CONCERT

Saturday I5th March 1997 7.30pm - 9.30pm
T u rra m u rra  U n itin g  C h u rch ,
10 Turramurra Av, Turramurra

F e a tu rin g  KEN D U N C A N  

a n d  his M u lti-M ed ia  P re s e n ta t io n

o f  OUTBACK A U S T R A L IA  
w ith  local A r t is ts .

Tickets at BCA office (02) 9262-5017
Adults $10. Student/Concession $6. Family $25

under 2 - free

Secretaries for CMS
CMS Austra lia  is looking fo r secretaries fo r the 
Federal O ffice  who have skills in w ord  processing, 

e -m a il, o ffice systems, placing orders, organising 

m eetings o r book-keeping. If you are used to computers 
and have experience in some o f the above, you may fit 

one o f the positions available. You need to be well- 
o rgan ised , a committed Christian and ab le  to w ork fu ll­
tim e in a sm all team.

Applications with CV to Warwick Atkinson,
93 Bathurst St, Sydney 2000 ph 9284 6777 fax 9267 3626

St Augustine’s Anglican Church

Celebrates 110 years of Christian Ministry 
in Shellcove Road, Neutral Bay

w e would like to invite you and your friends to celebrate with us 
on Sunday, 16 February 1997

Our special events are:

3.30pm; Organ Recital by Peter Jewkes

4.30pm; Carden Party and an exhibition 
"St Augustine's - Then & Now"

6.30pm; Bishop Paul Barnett speaks at a 
Special thanksgiving service

Enquiries; 9953-1830 

IfVe look forward to meeting you!

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

THE CHURCH ARMY IN AUSTRALIA
The Church Army in Australia is an Anglican Society of 
Evangelists and seeks to appoint a National Director 
to act as its Chief Executive. The National Director will 
direct, maintain and develop the ministry of the 
Church Army and will accept responsibility for the 
overall control, pastoral oversight of officers, 
administration and development of the work and 
leadership of the society. The National Director may 
also be required to take oversight of a Sydney Parish 
as its Rector (part-time with full-time assistance).
The position is based at the National Office at 
westmead.
Both the role and salary and conditions are subject to 
negotiation (it is expected that a house and car will 
be provided). The desired commencement date is by 
mid 1997.
Please write for details to:
The Chairman, The Church Army in Australia 
The ven w Newmarch,
26 Wills Lane, Blackheath NSW 2785
(047) 878575

A p p lica tio n s  w ill  c lose b y  
2 8 th  F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 7 .

S t A n d re w 's  C a th e d ra l

E le c tio n  o f  C a n o n s

Nominations are called for an election to fill tw o  
vacancies on the cathedral Chapter. The vacancies 
shall be filled in the manner prescribed in Clauses 
10c Mi and 20b of the cathedral Ordinance 1969.
Nominations open on Thursday 13 February 1997 
and close at 4.00pm on Thursday 13 March 1997. A 
nomination form is available from the undersigned.
Those eligible to be nominated are "licensed 
clergymen of the Diocese in the Holy order of 
Priesthood and resident in the diocese".
Nominations shall declare the address and 
designation of the person nominated and shall be 
signed by six persons qualified to vote at this 
election, of whom one shall certify that the person 
nominated has consented to nomination as a canon. 
Those qualified to vote at this election are "the 
clergy and lay representatives summoned to the 
Synod".
Nominations are to be sent to:

The Chapter Secretary 
St Andrew’s Cathedral 
Box Q190
Queen victoria Building PO 
SYDNEY NSW 1230

to arrive by 4 .00p m  on T h u rs d a y  1 3  M arch  
1 9 9 7 .

J. A. Kells 
Chapter secretary.

The Anglican Deaconess Institution Sydney Ltd

M A N A G ER S H IL S Y D E  LO DG E
A Christian couple sympathetic to the Anglican ethos 
required for this live in position.

The lodge is located in four acres of land at Camden 
and provides holiday accommodation for seven women

Commence April 1997. Duties include ;

•  General running of the house. Planning (special 
dietary needs), provision of and cooking meals.

•  Driving a 14 seater bus to Sydney once weekly and 
to various places in the Camden area.

•  Maintenance of property, garden and grounds.

For enquiries and job description phone John 
Chandler (02) 9560 3866 (Monday to Wednesday)
PO Box 124 Petersham NSW 2049.

THERE 16 A PLACE FOR YOU.
Applications are invited from Christian families 

who sense a call of God to set up home and serve the 
people in a small township in the outback.

To begin a home church; school Scripture, fellowship 

studies, youth groups, Kid's Club, women’s events, contact with 

men, and generally offer a Christian testimony in a place where 

there is none - in towns too small for a Church; but too big to 

overlook. You can become an Outback Patrol Missionary. 

There is a place for you.

This is not a new denomination, a breakaway, or a cult 

You will represent you own home Church, and only go with their 

blessing.

An introductory Seminar is to be held on Easter Saturday 

and Sunday March 30-31, 1997, at Outback Patrol HQ, 36 

Georges Cr., Georges Hall 2198 (02)9727 2759, fax (02)9726 

2972 with expert information from Clergy, Outback and Patrol 

leaders, DEET, etc., on how to do it. Phone, write or fax for full 

information on how you can take part, too.

C L A S S IF IE D S

CERROA, SEVEN MILE BEACH; Holi­
day accommodation overlooking 
beach/ocean. One bedroom  
granny fla t fo r two people. 
Nightly/weekly. (042) 340122.
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: A re­
tired member of the State Gov­
ernment Senior Executive service 
seeks a church management po­
sition. M ature Christian with  
managerial and leadership skills 
and team worker. Full or part- 
time. Phone; 9969-6208.
BLUE MOUNTAINS HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATON; Spacious and 
comfortable old mountains home 
available for holiday rentals in 
Blackheath. Open fire, elec blan­
kets, m/w, washer & dryer. Ph 
9416-5729 or Fax 9416-6926.
BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY HOUSE di­
vided into 2 flats at Cerroa (near 
Kiama). uninterrupted ocean and 
beach views. 500 metres to beach. 
047 352618.
Clergy wives interested in piay- 
ing tennis. Great opportunity to 
get fit  and make friends. Friday 
mornings 10-12 Haberfield. Ph; 
Robyn Cashman 9810-2794.
KATOOMBA HOLIDAY ACCOMMO­
DATION: Cosy 3 br cottage, self 
contained (except linen), quiet lo­
cation, accomm max 5, slow comb 
fire, elec bikts, tv; near walks, falls, 
golf, scenic railway; bookings & 
brochure (02) 9975-1471.
SHARE ACCOMMODATION: Part- 
time UNSW Student seeks share 
accom m odation with other 
student(s) in Inner West/Eastern/ 
North Shore area. I am a non- 
smoker and house-trained. Tel: 
Owen 9228-7506 (W).

WANTED: 2nd hand theology 
books by Cullmann, Dunn, 
Kasemann, Pannenberg, Thielicke, 
Thiselton, etc. David 9484 6500.
Matching paid o f floral display 
s tan d s . W hite wrought iron 
approx 5ft high. Suit church. No 
charge. All Saints Woollahra. Ph; 
9328-1001, 9363-5822.
ACCOMMODATION KIAMA: Holi­
day lettings - 2 b'room security 
unit; opp beach. All mod cons; ac­
com m odates 5. Tel: (02) 9579- 
4573.

H E A D  TEACHER

LO NG  D A Y  CARE 
CENTRE

St Stephen's Child Care Centre - a 
fully accredited Child Care Centre - 
req u ires  a p erm anent full t im e  
Head Teacher.

At least fo u r (4) years full t im e  
e x p e r ie n c e  necessary fo r  th e  
person w ho wishes to take on the  
role o f leading, in co-operation with  
th e  A dm in istrato r, this 56 place 
Centre in Bellevue Hill.

Leadership and the  ability to liaise 
w ith  parents and the  Management 
C om m ittee  essential. Experience/ 
in terest in special needs desirable. 
As Head Teacher, you would be in 
charge o f our 4-5 year old group as 
well as responsible for individual 
program m ing fo r that group and 
o v e rs e e in g  th e  p ro g ram m in g  
th ro u g h o u t the Centre.

St Stephen's CCC is com m itted to  
provid ing  th e  highest quality of 
care to  th e  families who are part 
o f th e  C en tre . Please apply in 
w riting  w ith  Resume to:

The Administrator, St Stephen's CCC 
1 Bellevue Park Road 

Bellevue Hill NSW 2023

by Friday  7 February 1997. For 
fu r th e r  in fo rm atio n  phone th e  
Adm inistrator on 9389-3235.

O R G A N IS T

R EQ UIRED^
For 9.30am Sunday services

Pipe Organ built 1966 
(Hill, Norman and Beard)

Small enthusiastic Choir 
w ith weekly practises

Please contact 
Rev Trevor coodman-Jones 
St Thomas' Church Enfield

Phone; 02 9642-3171
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quarterly

Find everything you ever 
wanted to know about

John Stott
in the new Autumn 1997 issue

Just $16/year or $4/issue 

For subscrip tion details phone (02) 9265 1 505

Oiristian Cbiverition
"All One In Christ Jesus"

1997 KATOOMBA EASTER CONVENTION

The Sovereignty of God
. 2 8  - 31 March 1997

^ < e n t  Hughes Alan S tew art

John Chapman
For further information and twokings, please contact 

K A T O O M B A  C H R IS T IA N  C O N V E N T IO N  O F F IC E  

P O  B o x  6 7 2 , SE VE N  HILLS N S W  2 1 4 7  

P h o n e  ( 0 2 ) 9 6 7 4  3 9 7 2  F a x  ( 0 2 )  9 6 2 4  7 1 4 4

"HE RESTORES MY SOUL n

Do you feel physically tired, emotionally drained, spiritually 
ineffective and as if you've lost your spiritual cutting edge? 
Don't despair! St Paul's Canterbury is hosting a day long retreat 
on Saturday, March 15th from 9.30am till 5pm which, drawing 
on Biblical principles as expounded by Leanne Payne and 
others, will be devoted to identifying and dismantling the  
three principal barriers to fullness of life in Jesus Christ. Ministry 
will include times of quiet meditation, anointing with oil, laying 
on of hands and a celebration of the Lord's Supper.

Supporting this day are St Paul's canterbury. Friends of the  
Shepherd Counselling Centre, Vivian Davidson, and Susan 
Larkins from  Golden Grove. Main teachers will be the Rev David 
Irwin and Mrs Susan Larkins. For enquiries and application forms 
please contact the Rev David Irwin on (02) 9789-5991. The cost 
of $45 includes lunch, morning and afternoon tea.

S’ ^  M ® ^  Ed ^  ® ÎL Eo

The Australasian Open Theological College

Offers in-service, (iistance eiiucation for  
ministers and Christian workers 

leading to degrees, diplomas and 
certificates in Theology, Church Music 

and Practical Ministries

PO Box 132 Hunters H ill NSW 2110 
Fax (02)  9817 5615 Tel. (02) 9816 4617

IT O e  b e g in n in g  oW
A WHOLE NEW

L E A R N
N.T. GREEK
THIS SEMESTER

over 15 evenings
Class conducted  by  

Rev Dr W ard  Pow ers  

on W edn esd ay nights 

at the  PTC, B urw ood. 
For details, w rite  to 

10 G rosvenor Ores., 
S U M M E R  HILL 2 1 3 0 ,  

or phone 9 7 9 9 - 7 5 0 1 .

^jllondilly Gardens is a superb 
new retirement community. 

Beautifully appointed homes by the 
tranquil WoUondilly River offer the peace 

and quiet o f  the country while still only five 
minutes from the excellent clubs, amenities 

and medical services o f  Goulburn.

Golf, fishing and o f  course everything 

you’d expect from a friendly country 
lifestyle, as well as the back-up o f sensitive 

care should you need it.

Managed by Anglican Retirement 
Community Services, WoUondilly 

assures a high standard o f  living.

The only things you won’t find at 
WoUondilly are noisy aircraft and 
pollution. Discover WoUondilly.
Open days held every second 

Thursday o f each month.

An informative presentation and 

light lunch will be served, and we can 
even assist with transport if necessary.

%

C O U R T Y A R D  FO R A 

G A R D E N  O R  S M A LL  PET.

O N  S IT E  W A R D E N  & FU LL -T IM E  

E M E R G E N C Y  C A L L  S E R V IC E .

M IN U T E S  F R O M  T O W N  C E N T R E  

A N D  H O S P IT A L .

L A N D S C A P IN G , R IV E R S ID E  

W A L K W A Y  &  P IC N IC  A R E A S .

O N L Y  2  H O U R S  F R O M  S Y D N E Y  

&  5 0  M IN U T E S  F R O M  T H E  

N A T IO N ’S  C A P IT A L .

Anglican Retirement 
Community Services 

GOULBURN NSW

V/ÛLL0N51LLY 
G A R O t H ''

Return this
coupon today to receive an obligation free 

information package and open day invitation.

N a m e

A d d re s s

P /C o d e
o 5 '

| lFILL OUT & RETURN THIS COUPON TO; W OLLONDILLY 
GARDENS P.O. BOX 1011 GOULBURN NSW 2580

OR CALL TOLL FREE 1800 814 623 ^

UNIQUE NORTH W.A.
Kununurra, Lake Argyle, Kimberley 
Ranges, Geikie Gorge, Broome, fbe 
spectacular Hamersley Ranges, 
Outback Mission Stations, The O l^ s  
& Ayers Rock.

16  Days ■  $1895  -  Dep. 28th  June
Budget option $1750 .

NEW ZEALAND
Bay of Islands, Rotorua, Waitomo 
Caves, Homer Tunnel, Milford 
Sound, Queenstown, the Tranz 
Alpine Express.

Luxury Motel Accommodation

15 D ays- $2495 -  Dep. 16th Aug.
Airfares & Sightseeing Included

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WILDFLOWERS

Kalbarri National Park, Monkey M ia  
Perth, Margaret River, Pemberton, 
Albany Goldfields and more!

Fly to Perth from any capital city

17 Days -  $1630  -  Dep. 4 th  Oct.
includes airfares & 6 nights motel accommodation

KANGAROO ISLAND
Victor Harbor, Fleurieu Peninsula, 
Murray River, Hahndorf, Mt. 
Gambier, Great Ocean Road

7 Days - $775 -  Dep. 8 th  Novemher
______ Luxury Motel Accommodation

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TOURS
65 Belvedere Dve, Montrose, Vic., 3765 

Phone: (03) 9728 5286 fax: (03) 9761 8009 
Licensed Travel A g e n t 3 2 0 6 3

CRO.
current

M a r g a r e t

R o d g e r s

Will euthanasia soon become 
so everyday we won’t notice? 
Certainly its supporters are 
trusting so. Many were quick 
to state their opinion at the 
news of the second person’s 
legally sanctioned death last 
month. They had their case 
ready to put out immediately 
Janet Mills’ death was an­
nounced.

Were supporters such as 
Professor Peter Baume given 
confidential briefings before 
the actual event? One may be 
forgiven for wondering, given 
the close conjunction between 
the news of her death and the 
public statements o f support.

People who usually argue 
the case against euthanasia 
were caught out. Most were on 
holidays or out of the reach of 
their media minders.

Fortunately the Dean of 
Sydney was in town on the day 
and made himself available for 
Anglican Media. Many calls 
came, for journalists need to 
present both sides of the case 
in such a contentious commu 
nity issue. No other church­
man around the country ap­
peared to be home and avail­
able to the increasingly urgent 
media requests for help with 
stories. So the Dean’s com­
ments were everywhere, even 
on the BBC.

What surfaced alarmingly 
in this recent event was the 
news that the NT law is now 
being understood as being far 
less stringent in its require­
ments for medical signatories 
to permit euthanasia deaths. If 
this revised reading of the law 
is correct, they will be far 
easier to arrange than was 
originally believed to be the 
case.

Let’s pray there will not be 
a flood of such deaths in Dar­
win before the Senate votes on 
the Kevin Andrews bill in 
Canberra, probably late this 
month. Surely the only respon­
sible action is for the operation 
of the NT law to cease until 
the Federal vote is taken and, 
if necessary, the real extent of 
the NT medical signatory re­
quirements has been clarified.

And there is something 
else to note. NT opponents of 
euthanasia know that every 
Aboriginal community in the 
Territory is firmly opposed to 
their State law, in fact many 
are frightened of it. Why is this 
not being reported widely? 
Where is ATSIC and the well 
known Aboriginal spokesper­
sons? Why aren’t they plead­
ing the people’s cause?
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A u s tra l ia n  c o l le g e  
o f  T h e o lo g y

The Australian College of Theology would be eager to hear 
from Graduates of the College and others who hold 
theological qualifications who would be interested to 
receive information regarding a proposed Doctor of 
Ministry program (D.Min.). At present the college is 
working towards the setting up of such a degree and is 
hoping to  be able to offer an accredited program from 
the beginning of 1998.

For further information please contact:

The Dean, The Rev Dr Mark Harding 
Australian College of Theology 
6/388 Anzac Parade, Kingsford NSW 2032

Tel: 61 2 9663 2495 Fax: 61 2 9313 6345

email: info@act.org.au lnternet:http://www.act.org.au/act

Name:

Address:

Telephone: Fax:

S t P a u l's  H is to r ic  A n g lic a n  C h u rc h  
C a n te r b u r y

Looking for a ministry chaiienge 
this year?

Set in one of the most multicultural areas of our city, 
we are looking for Christians who have unused gifts to 
share, energy to burn and a vision to reach the spirituaily 
lost to  join with us in 1997. our tiny congregation can 
offer caring feliowship and soiid prayer support to those 
who wouid iike to extend themseives beyond their 
norm ai boundaries and becom e p art o f a team  to 
present the cospei in a chaiienging setting. Aii types of 
spiritualiy gifted people may apply! No remuneration 
offered, but the fringe benefits are out o f this worid!

Please contact our Pastor, the Rev David Irwin, on (02) 
9789-5991 for details on information sessions which will 
be held in iate February, if you believe that the Lord 
may be caliing you to Join us!

"Come over to Canterbury and Help us!"

INTERNATIONAL NEPAL FELLOWSHIP

H um an Resources & Financial M a n ag em en t 
on Top o f th e  w o rld

The INTERNATIONAL NEPAL FELLOWSHIP is a Christian missioh and Nepal’s 
longest serving international Non-Government Organisation. INF is 
working for health and sustainable development in the communities 
of Western Nepal, and seeking to appoint the following:

A PERSONNEL DIRECTOR

to steer the organisation's people 
m anagem ent through its next 
challenging phase of development. 
He or she will have the expertise 
to devise and implement innovative 
and workable Human Resources 
solutions to meet the organisation’s 
objectives. Based at INF's 
Headquarters in Pokhara, Nepal, he 
or she will lead a team of 12 who 
to g e th e r provide a quality 
personnel service to INF's 150 
expatria te  workers and 500 
national staff.

If you are;

• a mature Christian seeking 
Cod’s will for your next step and 
willing to work on a "volunteer" 
salary,

•  IPD qualified with a 
re levant degree and good 
management experience, capable 
of blending strategic planning 
with the handling of day to day HR 
issues, an excellent communicator 
with first class interpersonal skills:

A FINANCE DIRECTOR
to be involved in all aspects of INF's 
financial management, with the 
expertise to develop and 
implem ent strategies in liaison 
with INF's Mahagement Board. The 
position is based at INF’s 
Headquarters in Pokhara, Nepal, 
and involves travel to health and 
development projects in remote 
areas of the country.
If you are;
• a mature Christian, seeking 
Cod's will for your next step and 
willing to work on a "volunteer" 
salary,
•  the holder of professional 
financial qualifications with good 
management experience, capable 
of blending strategic planning 
with the day to day management 
of a computerised accounting 
department, familiar with manual 
and com puterised accounting 
systems, internal audit and 
budgeting procedures, and able to 
provide advice and training in 
these areas:

p le a s e  send  y o u r c v  to

INF, PO BOX 1340 ChatSWOOd NSW 2057, 
or phone (02) 9413-1787, (02) 9987-4810 
or (02) 9416-2948 for more information.
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creatK/e flair?
CMS Austra lia  is looking fo r a g ra p h ic  d e s ig n e r  o r d e sk ­

to p  p u b lis h e r  with dem onstrated ab ility , to assist in 
p roduction  o f CMS literature. C om pute r skills and 

experience w ith graphics and desktop packages essential. 

Experience with colour preferable. This special person 

com bines initiative and creativity w ith accuracy and a strong 

eye fo r  de ta il. Must be w ell-organ ised, independent worker, 

and com m itted  Christian. The position is part-tim e.

Applications with CV and examples of work to: Cecily Paterson,
93 Bathurst St, Sydney 2000 ph 9284 6777 fax 9267 3626

W h y  n o t  p l a n  y o u r  n e x t  c h u r c h  

h o u s e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  

S o u t h e r n  H i g h l a n d s ...

Located on top of Mt Gibraltar (Mittagong) 
Large 5 bedroom house and 3 bathrooms 

Peaceful garden setting suitable for quiet times 
Gas and slow combustion fire heating 

BBQ facilities
5 minutes drive to Bowral and Mittagong townships 

Close to bush tracks, bike tracks, local pool 
A v a ila b le  f o r  w e e k e n d s  a n d  M id -w e e k  sessions 

C o n ta c t  Jan ies (02) 9 6 0 6 -6 5 0 6  f o r  in fo rm a tio n

moves
T h e  R e v  G e o f f  B ates from  
assistant minister, St Peter's 
R i c h m o n d  to cu ra te  in 
charge, provisional parish o f 
W ilb e rfo rce  23.1.97.
T h e  R e v  K e n  C o le m a n  from  
rector. A ll Saints' Balgowlah 
to  D irec to r, Cross (Cultural 
M in is try , HMS 1.2.97.
T h e  R e v  G r a h a m  C re w  from 
rector, H urs tv ille  Grove to  
rector, Springwood 24.3.97. 
T h e  R e v  P e te r  F r ith  from  
rector, She 11 harbour to rec­
tor, M ittagong 13.2.97.
T h e  R e v  P h ilip  G r if f in  from  
re c to r, L ith g o w  to  rector, 
W en tw o rth  vi He 11.4.97. 
T h e  R e v  B a rry  M a rs h  from  
curate in charge, provisional 
parish o f Narellan to assist­
an t m in is te r, St A ndrew 's  
Cathedra l 31.1.97.
T h e  R e v  John W is e  from rec­
tor, C oncord West w ith Con­
c o r d  N o r t h  to cha p la i n ,  
M acqua rie  Hospital.

E s c a p e  t o  t h e  
N o r t h  C o a s t

Holiday Accommodation 
at Forster only metres 
from lake and beach. A 
tastefully redecorated 
tw o-bedroom  unit 
sleeping four at 
attractive rates.

Phone (047) 222 363

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS

J C Zeppelins
Restoration of churches, 

convents, nursing homes, 
home units, schoois.

Free quotes and references 

cold Lie NO. R77183 

c o n ta c t John 9311-7745 

M obile 0418 20 11 77

WANTED
Housekeeper/Companion for 

90-year old lady in Kensington.

9-5 Monday - Friday

Minimum housework, cooking, 
supervision of bathing, laundry. 
Companionship and occasional 

sleepover.

Phone; 9663-28(52

BEACH FRONT HOLIDAY UNIT

central Coast, glorious views 
Accommodates five. 
Available all year, 4)so 

weekends

C ontact:
(02) 9651-2902 (02) 9651-3857
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BY Dr Pat Cleary
' " J f " '

W h a t is s tre s s ?
Stress is personal wear and tear 
associated with earning our liv­
ing, caring for our families, 
Christian ministry, study­
ing for exams, grieving for 
a loved one and so on.
Stress presents itself as 
tense muscles, increased 
blood pressure, disturbed di­
gestion, increased metabolic 
rate and body temperature, 
disrupted sleep, restlessness, 
anxiety, guilt, feelings of help­
lessness and hopelessness, 
apathy, self pity, inefficiency, 
disorganisation, indecisiveness, 
wishful thinking. The list goes 
on...

But we don’t just experience 
the stress of life; we also create 
it! So stress management needs 
to deal with these all too familiar 
reactions as well as ways to avoid 
creating unnecessary stress.

W e c a n  p re p a re  o u r ­
s e lv e s  to  b e  le s s  
stressed  a s  w e ...
#  live less in the future, not 
focusing and brooding on what 
might go wrong, what people 
might say, and the things that we 
can’t control.

^  real ise that fai lure is not a ter- 
minal illness, so we don’t have 
to wait till we think we’ve got 
everything perfect and under 
control before we move forward.

^  take some tim e to think 
ahead, to work out good and 
godly strategies, not just to an­
ticipate problems.

^  avoid procrastination. Un­
less necessary risks are taken 
and decisions made, events may 
overtake and overwhelm us.

#  eliminate additional com­
mandments we’ve adopted for 
ourselves, such as:

You shall at all costs avoid 
getting into trouble.

You shall always protect 
your reputation, even i f  it 
means being dishonest.

You shall at all costs avoid 
saying anything that people 
may not like.

You shall always feel respon­
sible i f  anyone is upset in 
your presence.

#  let go of the compulsion to 
prove ourselves (to ourselves 
and others) by our efforts and 
achievements. Our value comes 
from who we are: a friend, part­
ner, parent, child of God; from 
our relationships not our prod­
ucts.

^  admit our limitations and aim 
to honour God rather than our 
own ego. Perfectionists aren’t 
perfect, they just feel they have 
to be (or pretend to be)!

#  accept that naughtiness, 
carelessness, foolishness, lazi­
ness and selfishness are all part 
of the human condition. We will 
be less surprised, and less con­
demning when we and others 
fail. Being judgmental can be a 
stress problem!

C oping-* S 'l'R G S S

# co m e  to 
terms with being ‘one of the 

air that Paul wrote about: ...for 
all have sinned and fall short o f 
the glory o f  God... (Romans 
3:23).

#  accept that we can’t be in 
more than one place at a time 
and remember that there are 
only 168 hours in the week to 
be divided among all that we 
have to do. We can only spend 
more time on one thing at the 
expense of another. We are cre­
ated within time and time is not 
elastic, so it is not ungodly nor 
a failure to say politely, ‘No, I’m 
sorry, I can’t help you tomor­
row.’

#  maintain a fit body with a 
balance of sleep, and healthy ac­
tivity (including recreation and 
exercise).
#  challenge the unhelpful idea 
that work, study, ministry, etc 
are the normal state of the hu­
man organism and that rest is 
ungodly: ‘there’s always some­
thing good we could be doing’.

#  apply the ‘law of diminish­
ing returns’ in allocating our 
time. No matter what the task, 
what the issue, there will be a 
point beyond which further time 
and energy will have negligible 
benefit. It makes sense to allo­
cate time to a task and then 
move on to something else per­
haps equally or more important, 
rather than persevere till we run 
out of time and energy in the 
vain hope of achieving a perfect 
result.
#  come to understand God’s 
grace. We will see that we live 
in relationship with him and that 
within that relationship we plan, 
we strive, we serve. We will not 
be rejected from that relation­
ship whether we succeed or fail. 
When we fail we repent while 
remaining within that relation­
ship.

Relaxation Pointers
1 Sit or lie quiet and still. Imagine a peaceful, relaxing scene. Breathe 

slowly, but not too deeply: IN, TWO, THREE, OUT, TWO, THREE. 
Let the tension drain from your body as you breathe out. The breath­
ing rate should be no more than about 10 per minute.

2 Sit or lie quiet and still. Focus on each muscle group in turn, relax­
ing them one by one. Start with the forearm of the dominant arm. 
then move to the upper arm; next the other arm, then the calf and 
thigh of each leg, followed by the trunk, shoulders and neck.

3 When stopped at traffic lights, waiting for the phone to answer etc 
consciously pause and let go of the tension in any muscle group 
that you notice is tight.

4 Relax when you pray and pray when you relax. “Be still, and know 
that I am God’’ (Psalm 46:10).

W hen  th e  p re s s u re  is on, w e ’ll b e  le s s  s tre s s e d  
as w e...

<§§ get clear on the things we are 
not responsible for, and concen­
trate on what we are responsible 
for.

#  set more sensible limits on 
what we let other people expect 
of us.

#  realise that ‘my best’ is like 
the horizon: as we approach it 
keeps moving away. Let’s strive 
for excellence instead: a balance 
of the best quality we can man­
age for the time available.

#  recognise that the world 
hasn’t gone out of control if we 
have to choose between doing 
two or more good and desirable 
things. Otherwise we may feel 
out of control!

^  remember that our God is 
sovereign. It helps to remember 
that nothing can happen (unless 
we deliberately reject him) that 
will get between us and our eter­
nal relationship with him.

#  recall that God is more con­
cerned with our growth than our 
comfort. He has not abandoned 
us when we are tempted and 
tested.

#  find satisfaction in getting 
through the day without trying to 
prove something to someone, 
teach them a lesson, or even earn 
their love.

#  focus on just sorting things 
out when there is a disagreement.

rather than seeing it as a matter 
of winning or losing.

#  learn when to give up look­
ing for a better solution. The ap­
parently untidy outcome may be 
quite good and godly. Otherwise 
we risk ‘rubbing a hole in the 
page’, trying forever to improve 
things.

W e w ill r e c o v e r  fro m  
s tress fu l e x p e r ie n c e s  
fa s te r a s  w e ...
^  learn from the past but avoid 
living too much in the past. It 
may take conscious, prayerful 
perseverance to break the habit 
of brooding over failure, our own 
and other people’s . ‘If only...’

#  separate what we did wrong 
from what went wrong.

#  take hold of God’s forgive­
ness on his terms not ours. We 
are justified by faith (Romans 
5:1) not by feeling sorry. This 
process of feeling sorry may sub­
consciously be an effort to earn 
(or deserve) our forgiveness.

separate fair from unfair criti­
cism (in our humble opinion), 
processing what seems fair and 
forgiving the rest.

#  distinguish between rebuk­
ing ourselves and punishing 
ourselves. Sandpapering our 
gut may be a familiar habit, 
but it does not right wrongs, 
nor does it stop the same mis­

take happening again. It is of­
ten a sign of shame resulting from 
fallen pride.

#  take time to stop, switch off, 
rest. In order to do this we may 
have to remind ourselves that the 
‘law of diminishing returns’ ap­
plies to us in this situation. In the 
big picture the value of keeping 
on may not be as great as getting 
a good start on the next task, or 
taking a break.

#  practice helpful relaxation 
strategies (see inset),

#  use appropriate aerobic exer­
cise to dissipate both the physi­
cal and mental symptoms of 
stress.
#  want to forgive others rather 
than maintain our annoyance at 
them (and we practice the law of 
love at the same time.) “A heart 
at peace gives life to the body, 
but envy rots the bones ” (Prov­
erbs 14:30).

#  just have another go after 
failure, rather than feeling we 
have to have a better go! If we 
didn’t clear the hurdle last time, 
it seems rather pointless to aim 
twice as high next time: yet it 
seems strangely meritorious.

Talking some o f these issues over with a friend or counsellor may be 
helpful in gradually reducing what is stressful in how you think, act 
and feel.

Dr Pat Cleary is a registered psychologist in prívate practice and is a 
member o f Austimer Anglican Church.

VISION VALLEY
C O N F E R E N C E ^ &  R E C R E A T I O N  C E N T R E

Enquire today about holding your next retreat 
AT ONE OF Sydney’s most popular venues!
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SC R E EN

R o m e o  a n d  J u l i e t

Rated M (violence, adult 
themes)
The swallowing up of Shake­
speare into high culture over the 
centuries has taken much of the 
sting and savagery out of his 
words. But Baz Luhimann’s pro­
duction of Romeo and Juliet re­
stores the violence and passion 
which was more a part of Eliza­
bethan culture than the tights- 
and-strangled-vowels perform­
ances would have you think.

The story needs no explana­
tion, but there is much that is new 
and vibrant about Romeo and 
Juliet. Set in a created world (but 
filmed in Mexico City), Verona 
becomes Verona Beach - a harsh, 
garish, macho place which is nei­
ther the future nor the past. As in 
Shakespeare’s day, the men are 
openly armed (the guns have 
names like ‘sword 22 series S’ 
and ‘dagger 9 ’), providing a 
menace as fresh as glinting steel 
would have been to an Eliza­
bethan. Verona Beach is a fast, 
sexy, dangerous place to be - as 
Shakespeare may have viewed 
hot-blooded Italy.

Every cinematic trick in the 
book is employed to make the 
film an overwhelming, in-your- 
face experience, aided and abet­
ted by stunning sets, costumes 
and music. But the ferocity of the 
pace is essential to the plot: if 
everyone had time to think, noth­
ing would have happened. And 
teenage lovers are not known for 
their prudence.

This production of Romeo 
and Juliet combines the genius 
of Shakespeare’s language with 
the brilliance of Baz Luhrmann’s 
direction. Añer Strictly Ballroom 
took the world by storm, Holly­
wood threw pots of money at him 
for his next attempt, which al­
lowed him to give free reign to 
the set designer, costume de­

Romeo and Juliet (Leonardo DiCaprio and Claire Danes): innocents in a messy, bloody world.

signer and cinematographer (all 
of whom are Australian). The 
result is a surreal pastiche, rich 
in symbolism.

Religion and religious ico­
nography are powerful, recurring 
themes throughout the film. The 
play reflects Elizabethan Eng­
land, where lip-service abounded 
but the gospel under-pinnings 
had largely been lost. Luhrmann 
reinterprets this religious state by 
filling the screen with kitsch 
crosses and statues. Huge oil 
paintings, with scenes such as 
Christ ejecting the money lend­
ers from the temple, decorate the 
gaudy Capulet mansion. Ini-

Wayne Oiling, of Seven Hills, 
provided the following list of 
genuine church bulletin 
bloopers to strike fear into any 
church secretary’s heart...

D o n ’ t  le t  w o r r y  k i l l  yo u  -  le t 

th e  c h u r c h  h e lp .

Thursday night - potluck sup­
per. Prayer and medication to 
follow.

R e m e m b e r  in  p r a y e r  th e  

m a n y  w h o  a r e  s ic k  o f  o u r  

c h u rc h  a n d  c o m m u n ity .

For those of you who have 
children and don’t know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs.

T h e  ro s e b u d  on  th e  a l t a r  th is  

m o r n in g  is to  a n n o u n c e  th e  

b ir th  o f  D a v id  A la n  B e lze r, 

th e  s in  o f  th e  R e v  a n d  M r s  

J u liu s  B e lz e r .

This afternoon there will be a 
meeting in the south and north 
ends of the church. Children 
will be baptized at both ends.

T u e s d a y  a t  4 .0 0 p m  th e re  w ill  

be a n  ice  c r e a m  so c ia l. A ll  la ­

d ies  g iv in g  m ilk  w i l l  please  

c o m e  e a r ly .

This being Easter Sunday, we 
will ask Mrs Lewis to come 
forward and lay an egg on the 
altar.

T h e  la d ie s  o f  th e  c h u rc h  have  

cast o f f  c lo th in g  o f  e v e ry  k in d  

a n d  th e y  m a y  be seen in the  

c h u rc h  b a s e m e n t F r id a y .

A bean supper will be held on 
Tuesday evening in the church 
hall. Music will follow.

A t  th e  e v e n in g  s e rv ic e  to ­

n ig h t , th e  s e rm o n  to p ic  w ill 

b e “ W h a t  Is  H e l l? ” . C o m e  

e a r ly  a n d  lis ten  to  o u r  c h o ir  

p ra c t ic e .

K n o w  o f  a n  it e m  t h a t  m ig h t

FIT TH IS  COLUMN? CONTACT

M ic h e l l e  H a in e s  o n  9 2 6 5  
1 5 1 8  (P H O N E ) OR 9 2 6  1 
2 8 6 4  (FAX)

maculate hearts become fashion 
accessories, and representations 
of Mary adorn hand-guns. Here, 
they seem to suggest, is a corrupt 
and ugly world which gobbles up 
innocents.

There are some unpleasant 
elements of this film - the vio­
lence, the sexual innuendo, the 
sheer force of its noise and col­
our - which should be a warning 
for those who prefer a little peace 
and quiet at the cinema. But for 
those who want to grapple with 
this often messy, bloody life, this 
is the film of the decade.

Michelle Haines

C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e

R e v o l u t i o n

Rated M (violence, language, 
adult themes)
Here’s an offbeat movie with a 
cause. Joan Fraser (Judy Davis), 
an ardent socialist, is catapulted 
from Balmain pub activist to Sta­
lin’s Moscow headquarters, if 
only briefly, in her quest for Jus­
tice for all. A fleeting affair sees 
his demise and her pregnant. She 
is rushed back home by David 
Hoyle (Sam Neill), her almost 
lover and probable double agent, 
but marries instead her faithful, 
long-suffering friend Welch 
(Geoffrey Rush). The son, Joe 
(Richard Roxburgh), grows into 
an ideologically confused but 
well-meaning man, whose inher­
ited ideals give him both a pas­
sion for being imprisoned and a 
ruthlessness in getting to the top, 
ironically, of a combined prison 
warders and police union. En 
route he meets Anna (Rachel 
Griffiths), a police woman, who 
young Joe contrives constantly to 
be arrested by and then marries, 
much to the chagrin of his mother.

But is Joe the illegitimate son 
of the once revered, now despised, 
Joseph Stalin, or of a chance en­

counter with the double agent? 
Certainly not of his step-dad car­
penter, not that any theological 
connections are made.

Like all black comedies, the 
matters it parodies have their ba­
sis in strongly held beliefs if not 
truth. In Children o f the Revolu­
tion, it is in the fact that we reap 
what we sow. Children of the 
radical 60s have lost their roots, 
those of the protesting 70s lost 
their cause, and those of the 
greedy 80s are seeing their sil­
ver tarnish and fine cloth eaten 
by moths.

Humour often proves to be an 
effective vehicle to carry home 
such truths. But nestled Just be­
neath the laughter are the deep 
sorrows of observed injustices, 
here and abroad, which would 
have certainly outraged the 
prophet Amos.

Young Joe is fond of quoting 
the so-called ‘Hangman’s psalm’ 
(Psalm 51): “Surely I was sinful 
at birth, sinful from the time my 
mother conceived me...” One of 
the more poignant moments in 
the film strongly endorses this 
view. It is a crucial point in the 
narrative, but not Just in Joe Sta­
lin’s case, and the sentiment is 
not mocked.

Children o f the Revolution 
also has moments of deep sad­
ness, such as when Davis as an 
ageing activist watches TV foot­
age of Lenin’s statue being re­
moved. It is no surprise that the 
loss of idealism and encroaching 
cynicism portrayed has spawned 
the uncritical ‘me first and me 
only’ values of recent years.

The Preacher has warned that 
without the Lord ‘all is vanity’. 
Here is a film whose message, 
even though couched in offbeat 
humour, might encourage a few 
more people to realise Just that.

George Fisher

A U D IO

J a c i  V e l a s q u e z

HEAVENLY PLACE
Myrrh/Word 7016995380

Jaci Velasquez, a 17 year-old 
singer/songwriter and belle of the 
US south, has been billed as an­
other Gloria Estefan. Her voice 
is never short on quality, but 
there are abilities that can only 
come from the passing of a few 
more years. As with many US 
Christian music products, there 
is a bias towards middle of the 
road or adult contemporary style 
in the 2DAY FM mould. Yet 
Jaci’s strength is best found away 
from the pop sweetness stereo­
types.

She is as keen to share the 
gospel with the listening world 
as she is her vision of sexual ab­
stinence. As her song /  Promise 
makes clear, she does both with 
boundless energy to her teenage 
peers.

A real bonus on the album is 
Un lugar celestial (A heavenly 
place). Says Jaci, “even though 
this not a Spanish album, we 
wanted a song that would com­
municate that I am Hispanic, and 
I do have a little chilli running 
through my veins!”

Keep it flowing, Jaci.

GF
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