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"THE ANNEXE — BACK VIEW."

J oe , who ha d s pe nt m os t of his  life  working
for wa ge s , ha d  de c ide d  to  s e t up  in  bus ine s s
on his  own. The  bus ine s s , of course , wa s  ca ttle
r a is in g ,  a t  th a t  t im e  th e  m a in  in d u s t ry in
Arnhe m  La nd . As  with  m a n y o th e r s  in  a
s im ila r pos ition, J oe  ha d ve ry ple a s a nt dre a m s
o f th e  jo y o f "b e in g  h is  o wn  b o s s "; h e  a ls o
h a d  va rio u s  h a lf -fo rm e d  id e a s  o f im p ro vin g
working  c ond itions  fo r h is  na tive  s toc k boys ;
vis ions  of bringing pros pe rity a nd conte ntm e nt
to  th o s e  wh o m  h e  a lwa ys  th o u g h t h a d  b e e n
e xp lo ite d  by the  white  m a n  on  the  one  ha nd ,
a n d  b y la z y,  g re e d y,  tr ib a l re la tive s  o n  th e
othe r.

Qua rt -pot wa s  his  firs t e m ploye e , his  gre a t
e xp e rim e n t, a n d  th e  g o o d -n a tu re d , g rin n in g
na tive  wa s  a s  ple a se d a s  his  ne w m a s te r a t the
pros pe c t of the  fu ture . J oe  ne ve r d id  th ings
by ha lve s ; he  dre s s e d  h is  s tock boy in  a  ne w,
e xpe ns ive  a nd com ple te  rig -out. The re  wa s
s om e  d iffic u lty in  fitting  the  la rge s t a va ila b le
e la s tic -s ide  boots  on Quart -pot's  number e leven
fe e t; the  corduroy trous e rs  ha d to be  rolle d up
a  little  in  th e  le g s ; b u t th e  s trip e d  s h irt,  th e
broa d -rim m e d ha t a nd the  re d ba nda na  we re
perfect. J oe  e ve n s upplie d a  re a l le a the r be lt
with pouch for knife  a nd ma tchbox, a  gre e nhide
s to c kwh ip  a n d  a  p a ir  o f s p u rs  like  yo u n g
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ha rpoons . It took Qua rt -pot a  little  tim e  to  ge t
us e d to the  s purs ; he  ha d be e n a ccus tom e d to
s itting on his  he e ls , but the  s tiff boots  a nd the
long s purs  s oon ta ught h im  the  a dvis a bility of
e xe rc is ing  a  little  ca re  in  h is  s e a ting  a rra nge -
ments.

Whe n  Qua rt -po t wa s  fina lly d re s s e d , J oe
e xa m in e d  h im  with  p rid e . "The re  you  a re ,"
he  s a id. "It's  n o t e ve ry s to c k b o y th a t h a s
a  tu rn  -ou t like  I've  g ive n  you; m ind  you , look
a fte r it, a nd don 't los e  a nything. I'm  not m a de
of m one y."

"Prope rly good -fe llow," sa id Qua rt -pot. "Him
a ltoge the r be long me?"

"Ye s , it's  a ll yours . Ma ke  s ure  you  e a rn  it."
F o r a  fe w d a ys ,  a ll wa s  we ll. Quart -pot

goa nna -fa t we ll rubbe d  in , ke p t the  be lt a nd

s om e thing  we nt wrong. F irs t the  ba nda na ,
the n  the  tre a s u re d  be lt,  the n  the  boo ts , d is -
appea red; and a  furious  J oe  sea rched the  camp-
bla cks  a nd re trie ve d the  los t a rticle s  one  by one .
He  abused Quart -pot, who looked on sheepishly.
"You  foo l," he  s to rm e d . "W h y d id  yo u  le t
those  thie ving scoundre ls  ta ke  your clothe s? If
the y wa nt c lo the s , the y ca n  work fo r 'e m . I
ca n 't a fford to  re pla ce  things  like  tha t. If yo u
los e  a nyth ing  m ore  I'll ta n  the  h ide  o ff you !"

For m a ybe  a  we e k Qua rt -po t re ta ine d  h is
c o m p le te  o u tfit; th e n  p ie c e  b y p ie c e  it d is -
a ppe a re d a ga in, a nd whe n J oe  we nt to s e a rch
the  ca m p -bla cks  he  found the  wily na tive s  ha d

m os t of Qua rt -pot's  outfit. Whe n J oe  we nt to
Ge o rg e , th e  o ld  b u s h m a n , fo r s ym p a th y, h e
wa s  m e t with  la ughte r ins te a d. "It's  nothing to
la ugh a bout," wa ile d the  injure d J oe . "I p a id
a  lo t fo r thos e  c lo the s , a nd  now the y've  be e n
s tole n by a  la zy lot of good-for-nothing bla cks ."

"The y a in't be e n s tole n," Ge orge  s ugge s te d.
"I re ckon Qua rt -pot gave  'em away. I seen some
of the  bla cks  pa s s  by on the ir wa y to the  coa s t;
a ll thos e  we a rin ' Qua rt -po t's  th ings  we re  re -
la tions  of his , e ithe r by blood or by m a rria ge ."

"Qua rt -po t wouldn 't ha ve  g ive n  'e m  a wa y;
he  though t the  world  o f 'e m . I've  ne ve r s e e n
a  na tive  s o  p roud  o f h is  c lo the s ."

"Ma ybe  it wa s n 't Qua rt -pot's  fa ult; he  HAD
to give  'e m  a wa y."

"You m e a n  the y thre a te ne d  h im , or bu llie d
h im  in to  g iving  the m  th ings ? Pe rha ps  you're
righ t."

"I d id n ' t m e a n  it th a t wa y," s a id  G e o rg e .
"And you won't do a ny good bla min' Qua rt -pot;
he  doe sn't unde rs ta nd."

"Bu t h e  kn o ws  q u ite  we ll th a t th e  c lo th e s
be long to  him . I to ld  him  s o whe n I ga ve  the m
to  h im ."

"Ma ybe  tha t's  the  whole  trouble ; if you to ld
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h im  the  c lo the s  we re  h is , he  th inks  he  ha s  a
right to  g ive  'e m  a wa y."

"Bu t  wh y wo u ld  h e  wa n t  to  g ive  th e m
a wa y?  He  mus t ha ve  be e n bullie d into it; unle ss
h e  th in ks  I will g ive  h im  m o re ."

"No," s a id Ge orge , "I don't think he  e xpe cte d
you  to  g ive  h im  m ore ; a nd  he  p roba b ly d idn 't
want to  g ive  'e m  a wa y; bu t he  wa s n 't bu llie d
in to  it . He  ju s t had to  pa rt with  'e m , tha t's
a ll."

Wh a t d o  yo u  m e a n ? I d o n 't u n d e rs ta n d
you!"

"I kn o w th a t,  J o e . An d  yo u  d o n 't u n d e r-
s ta n d  th e  n a tive s ,  n e ith e r; it's  a ll b o u n d  u p
in  th e ir kin s h ip  la ws . It's  a  b it com plica te d ,
a n d  it's  a  lo n g  s to ry, s o  le t's  h a ve  a  d rin k o '
te a  a nd I'll s pe nd the  re s t of the  e ve nin ' tryin '
to  e xpla in ."

Ge orge , who ha d live d a m ongs t the  bla cks
a ll h is  life , unde rs tood  the  re a s on  fo r Qua rt-
p o t ' s  a c t io n ;  b u t  h e  wa s  n o t  ve ry g o o d  a t
e xp la in ing , a nd  a fte r two  o r th re e  hours ' ta lk
J oe  wa s  more  be wilde re d tha n e ve r. Mos t white
m e n , with o u t a  kn o wle d g e  o f Ab o rig in a l la w
a nd cus tom , would be  jus t a s  confuse d a s  J oe ;
a nd a  gre a t de a l of misunde rs ta nding ha s  a rise n
in the  pa s t be ca use  of this  ignora nce  of circum-
s ta nce s . It would ta ke  more  spa ce  tha n is  a va il-
a ble  he re  to e xpla in fully; a ll we  ca n hope  to do
is  to  outline  a  fe w ba s ic  princ iple s  tha t gove rn
a n Aborigina l's  be ha viour.

KINS HIP  O B LIG ATIO NS : To the  Aborigina l,
kins hip  is  the  ba s is  of a ll h is  s oc ia l be ha viour.
He  is  re la te d by blood or by m a rria ge  to  e ve ry
pe rs on  in  the  tribe  (in  fa c t o r by a s s um ption),
a nd he  ha s  obliga tions  of a  pos itive  or ne ga tive
na ture  to  e a ch  re la tion , or group of re la tions .
To ta ke  the  ne ga tive  one s  firs t: he  is  not only
forbidde n to ma rry ce rta in close  or dis ta nt re la -
tions , he  is  no t a llowe d  to  s pe a k to  s om e  o f
the m. A mothe r-in-la w is  spe cia lly ta boo; unde r
no circumstances  must he  eve r speak to he r, nor
m a y s he  s pe a k to him , or e ve n s e e  him . (The
Aborig ine s  ha ve  no  m othe r-in -la w trouble s !).
He  m a y s pe a k to s om e  re la tions , but m us t not
la u g h  o r jo ke  with  th e m ; h e  m a y s p e a k with
s om e , but not fa ce  the m  (if he  s its  with  the m ,
it m us t be  with  h is  ba c k tu rne d  a ll the  tim e ).
He  is  a llowe d to ca m p with or s it ne xt to s om e ,
but not othe rs , from whom he  must be  sepa ra ted
by a  ce rta in dis ta nce  a t a ll tim e s . This  brie fly
a nd somewhat ina de qua te ly e xpla ins some
fe a ture s  of the  Aborigina l's  be ha viour.

On the  pos itive  s ide , he  a ls o ha s  obliga tions
to ce rta in re la tions , a nd he  is  e xpe cte d by la w
a nd cus tom  to m a ke  pre s e nts  to the m . The re
is  us ua lly a n orde r of pre ce de nce , which va rie s
s lightly in diffe re nt tribe s ; in one  tribe , he  m us t
give  to his  fa the r firs t, mothe r's  brothe r s e cond,
wife 's  pa re nts  th ird , a nd  s o  on . This  cus tom
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a ris e s  fro m  th e  p rin c ip le  o f re c ip ro c ity wh ic h
ru n s  th ro u g h  a ll n a tive  life ; a  m a n  h a s  re c e ive d
g ifts  in  th e  p a s t , a n d  will re c e ive  g ifts  in  th e
fu tu re  fro m  th e s e  re la tio n s , to  wh o m  h e  is  re -
q u ire d  to  m a ke  g ifts . Th e n , g ifts  m a y a ls o  fo rm
p a ym e n t  fo r  s e rvic e s  re n d e re d  in  re g a rd  to
b e th ro th a l, m a rria g e , o r in it ia t io n . Gifts  a re
m a d e  to  th e  wife 's  p u e n ts , th e  wife 's  m o th e r's
b ro th e r , a n d  o th e r  re la t io n s  fro m  th e  t im e  o f
b e th ro th a l; th o s e  m e n  wh o  h e lp e d  h im  th ro u g h
th e  va rio u s  s ta g e s  o f in itia tio n  a ls o  h a ve  to  b e
re pa id  by p re s e n ts .

Amongs t triba l na tives , thes e  pres ents  us ually
take  the  fo rm of s pea rs  and  o the r a rtic le s  made ,
o r fo o d  s e c u re d  b y h u n tin g ; b u t th e  s to c k b o y
wh o  wo rks  fo r th e  wh ite  m a n  o fte n  h a s  n o t th e
tim e  o r o p p o rtu n ity o f fu lfillin g  h is  o b lig a tio n s
to  h is  re la tio n s . Ho we ve r, wh e n  h e  is  'p a id "
b y th e  w h ite  m a n  in  c a s h ,  c lo th in g ,  fo o d  o r
to b a c c o , h e  h a s  th e  o p p o rtu n ity o f p a yin g  h is
debts , and he  does  s o , often  g iving  away a rtic les
h e  g re a tly d e s ire s  fo r h im s e lf. Un fo rtu n a te ly
m a n y wh ite  m e n , like  J o e , with o u t a  kn o wle d g e
o f th is  t r ib a l la w , a s s u m e  th a t  th e  s to c k  b o y
is  be ing exploited  by h is  re la tions , and th is  leads
to  troub le  a nd  m is unde rs ta nd ing . In  o rd e r  to
"p ro te c t" th e  s to c k b o y, s o m e  wh ite  m e n  (e ve n
Go ve rn m e n t Offic ia ls  a n d  Mis s io n a rie s ) re ta in
m o s t  o f th e  b o y' s  w a g e s ,  w h ic h  a re  b a n ke d
in  a  t r u s t  a c c o u n t  fo r  t h e  b o y . Th is  is
d e s ira b le  u p  to  a  p o in t , a s  m a n y Ab o rig in e s
h a v e  l i t t le  id e a  o f  t h e  v a lu e  o f  m o n e y  o r
a rtic le s , b u t if it  is  o ve rd o n e  it  m e a n s  th a t th e
s tock boy is  unab le  to  fu lfil h is  triba l ob liga tions
b y m a kin g  p re s e n ts , a n d  th e re  is  a  d a n g e r o f
u p s e ttin g  th e  wh o le  s o c ia l o rg a n is a tio n  o f th e
tribe . Th o u g h  t h is  d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  t o  t h e
"c ivilis e d " n a t ive s  (wh o  a re  a lre a d y d e trib a l-
is e d ) to  the  s a m e  e xte n t, the  s a m e  u rge  is  o fte n
in  e vid e n c e , e s p e c ia lly wh e re  th e  p e rs o n  c o n -
c e rn e d  h a s  b e e n  in  c o n ta c t with  o ld e r n a tive s .
Th o u g h  we  m a y h a ve  e ve ry s ym p a th y with  th e
e m p lo ye r wh o  p ro vid e s  th e  c lo th in g , e tc ., a n d
s e e s  a r t ic le s  g ive n  a wa y a p p a re n t ly with o u t
c o n s id e ra tio n  o r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e ir a c tu a l
wo rth , it  is  a ls o  n e c e s s a ry to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e
m o tive  b e h in d  th e  g ifts  s o  th a t  p ro vis io n  c a n
b e  m a d e  fo r a n  Ab o rig in a l to  fu lfil h is  o b lig a -
t io n s  w ith o u t  d e n u d in g  h im s e lf o f e s s e n t ia l
c lo th in g  o r o th e r a rtic le s . It  is  a  lo n g ,  h a r d
ro a d  to  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  Au s t ra lia n
Aborigines .

R ALP H: Ou r lit t le  Da rk Ba b y is  b a c k with
u s  a t th e  Mis s io n  Fa rm  o n c e  a g a in . Afte r o ve r
th re e  m o n th s  in  h o s p ita l, h e  wa s  d is c h a rg e d
th is  m o n th ,  a n d  w e  h a d  th e  jo y o f b r in g in g
h im  h o m e . We  h a ve  m u c h  c a u s e  to  p ra is e  Go d
fo r a n s we re d  p ra ye r, a n d  we  will n e ve r fo rg e t
the joy in his face at tha t homecoming.
He  w a s  a  g e n e ra l fa vo u r it e  in  h o s p it a l,  a n d
th e  n u rs e s  we re  wo n d e rfu lly g o o d  to  h im ; a n d

it s eemed as  if the  whole  hos pita l s ta ff was  there
to  s ay good-bye  to  h im. Ma n y frie n d s  s a w h im
o n  T/V d u rin g  th e  h e a t  -wa ve  in  th e  Na t io n a l /
News , to g e th e r with o th e r  c h ild re n at the
hos pita l.

It  a lm o s t  b ro ke  h is  lit t le  h e a rt  to  b e  le ft  a t
th e  h o s p ita l a t firs t. He  d id n ' t  c ry o u t  lo u d ,
b u t h e  s a t in  h is  c o t s o b b in g  s ile n tly wh ile  th e
b ig  te a rs  ra n  d o wn  h is  d a rk fa c e . Afte r a  fe w
da ys  he  s e ttle d  down , bo t the re  wa s  a  hu rt look
in  h is  fa c e  e ve ry tim e  we  h a d  to  le a ve  h im  a fte r
a  vis it. Eve n  now he  s om e tim e s  wa ke s  a t n igh t,
s a yin g : "I wa n t to  s e e  m y Fa ve r." As  long  a s
h e  c a n  s e e  th e  S ky P ilo t , h e  is  q u ite  c o n te n t
to  g o  b a c k to  s le e p  a g a in . Du rin g  th e  d a y h e
ke e p s  h is  e ye  o n  Mrs . La n g fo rd  -S m ith ; if s h e
d is a p p e a rs  fo r a  t im e , h e  is  te rrib ly u p s e t  t ill
h e  c a n  fin d  h e r a g a in . He  is  n o t  s p o ilt ,  a n d
h e  d o e s n ' t  n e e d  e n te r ta in in g ;  h e  ju s t  w a n ts
to  b e  s u re  th a t  h e  w ill n o t  lo s e  th o s e  w h o m
h e  h a s  le a rn e d  to  lo ve  a n d  tru s t.

Ra lp h  is  lo o kin g  ve ry we ll. He  h a s  g ro wn
a n d  p u t o n  we ig h t wh ile  in  h o s p ita l. His  lu n g s
we re  n o t a ffe c te d , o n ly g la n d s , a n d  h e  wa s  n o t
in fe c tio u s  a t a n y tim e , s o  th e re  is  n o  fe a r a b o u t
h is  p la yin g  with  th e  o th e r c h ild re n .

B UILDING : Th e  fo u r  n e w  r o o m s  a r e  n o w
c o m p le te d , re a d y fo r p a in tin g . On e  is  a lre a d y
in  u s e  a s  a  d in in g  ro o m  fo r th e  Da rk Ch ild re n .
As  it  a d jo in s  t h e  k it c h e n ,  it  m e a n s  a  g r e a t
s a vin g  o f t im e  a n d  la b o u r . In  t h e  p a s t ,  a ll
m e a ls  h a d  to  b e  c a rrie d  s o m e  d is ta n c e  to  th e
c h ild re n 's  q u a r te rs ,  a n d  in  w e t  w e a th e r  th is
was  ve ry inconven ien t. Th e s e  ro o m s  will a d d
c o n s id e ra b ly to  o u r a c c o m m o d a tio n  a n d  m a ke
it  v e r y  m u c h  e a s ie r  t o  c a r r y  o n  o u r  w o r k .
Previous ly the  Mis s ion  o ffic e  was  a  g la s s ed  -o ff
e n d  o f th e  fro n t ve ra n d a h ; in  we t we a th e r th e
ra in  damaged  our books  and  pape rs , and  during
the  ho t wea the r the  tempera ture  was  s ometimes
over 115 d e g re e s  in th is  ro o m , m a k in g  it
a lmos t impos s ib le  to  work.

We  were  no t ab le  to  s ecure  enough  vo lun ta ry
la b o u r  t o  c o m p le t e  t h e  r o o m s ,  a n d  h a d  t o
e m p lo y two  c a rp e n te rs  to  h e lp  u s  o u t. Th is , o f
c o u rs e , a d d e d  c o n s id e ra b ly to  th e  c o s t, a n d  it
h a s  le f t  o u r  B u i ld in g  F u n d  v e r y  m u c h  in
debt. Ho we ve r, th e  Bra n c h e s  o f o u r Wo m e n 's
Au xilia ry a re  wo rkin g  ve ry h a rd  th is  ye a r , a s
a re  o u r m a n y fr ie n d s  a n d  vo lu n ta ry wo rke rs ,
a n d  we  a re  c o n fid e n t th a t th e  s te a d y p ro g re s s
m a d e  w ill b e  m a in t a in e d . Th e  Ka to o m b a
Bra n c h  is  p ro vid in g  th e  m o n e y fo r  t h e  n e w
o ffic e ;  it  is  a  w o n d e r fu l e ffo r t  fo r  a  yo u n g
Bra n c h , a n d  w e  a re  a ll ju s t ly  p ro u d  o f w h a t
th e y h a ve  a lre a d y d o n e .

R ALLY AND S ALE  O F  WO R K: T h  e next
Ra lly a n d  S a le  o f Wo rk  will b e  h e ld  (D.V.) o n
S a tu rd a y, 7 th  Ma y, 1960 , a t  Ma re lla  Mis s io n
Fa rm . We  h o p e ,  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f th e  Yo u th
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Fe llows h ip , to  ha ve  e xtra  room a nd  s he lte r fo r
th is  o c c a s io n ,  a n d  it s h o u ld  b e  fa r m o re  c o n -
ve n ie n t tha n  la s t time . We  hope  to  be  a b le  to
b re a k the  re co rd  s e t by ou r Ra lly in  Nove mbe r
la s t, whe n a ll e xpe cta tions  we re  e xce e de d. As
we  h a ve  S tre e t  S ta lls  fro m  tim e  to  t im e  a n d
ve ry s h o r t ly w ill b e  o p e n in g  o u r  lit t le  s h o p
a t the  Mis s ion Fa rm, we  would be  gla d if frie nds
would continue  pre pa ring a rticle s  for s a le . J a ms ,
p ic kle s  a nd  s a uc e  a re  q lwa ys  in  de m a nd ; a ls o
n e e d le wo rk o f a n y kin d ,  g o o d  u s e d  c lo th in g ,
books , n e w o r s e c o n d -h a n d ,  o rn a m e n ts  a n d
p ic tu re s ,  o ld  g la s s wa re ,  p o tte ry,  e tc . ,  fo r th e
Wh ite  E le p h a n t S ta ll.

B UILDING  MATE R IAL: With  a n  e xte n s ive
b u ild in g  p ro g ra m m e  in  vie w,  we  a re  u s in g  a
g re a t  d e a l o f t im b e r,  iro n ,  b ric ks ,  a n d  o th e r
build ing  ma te ria l. Through  the  uns e lfis h  e fforts
o f frie nds ,  we  ha ve  be e n  a b le  to  s e c u re  m uc h
o f th is  m a te ria l a t little  o r n o  c o s t. Mr.  Fo le y,
the  As s is ta n t Dire c to r o f the  Youth  Fe llows hip ,
ma na ge d to obta in ove r a  thous a nd fe e t of re a lly
good  corruga te d  iron  fo r 1 /- a  foo t.  Mr. Ma he r,
o u r  Ho n o ra ry C a rr ie r ,  b ro u g h t  u s  th re e  fu ll
loa ds  of bricks  a nd brick -ba ts , s uffic ie nt for the
s te ps  a nd  p ie rs  o f the  ne w rooms  a nd  fo r con-
cre ting se ve ra l she d floors ; the  bricks , the  ca rria ge

m a g n ific e n t e ffo rt fo r th e  d a rk c h ild re n . Mr .
M. P orte r ha s  co lle c te d  a ll the  corruga te d  fib ro
fo r th e  b a rb e c u e  kitc h e n ,  a n d  a ls o  d o n a te d
ra b b it h u tc h e s ,  tim b e r,  e tc . ; h e  a ls o  b u ilt th e
p ie rs  fo r th e  e xte n s io n  o f th e  kitc h e n ,  a s  we ll
a s  he lp ing  in  o the r wa ys . Mr.  To o ke ,  a n o th e r
vo lun ta ry worke r,  pu t the  who le  o f the  roo f on
the  four ne w rooms  jus t comple te d , a nd he  ha s
offe re d gutte ring a nd la bour fo r wa te ring
troughs  to  s implify the  wa te ring  of the  b irds  on
the  Mis s ion  Fa rm. Mr.  R a y Mitc h e ll a n d  Mr.
Ke n  C ro s s m a n  s e t u p  th e  p u m p in g  p la n t a n d
la id  the  s uc tion  p ip ing  for our irriga tion  s ys te m,
whic h  is  now in  ope ra tion . Bu t it is  im pos s ib le
to  me ntion  by na me  our ma ny willing  vo lun ta ry
worke rs  who ha ve  done  s o  much  to  ligh te n  the
b u rd e n  o f re s p o n s ib ility a n d  c o s t  fro m  o u r
s hou lde rs ; we  c a n  on ly s a y a  ve ry ina de qua te
"th a n k yo u ." Our Lo rd  s a id : "Ina s m uc h  a s  ye
ha ve  done  it un to  one  o f the  le a s t o f the s e  my
b re th re n ,  ye  h a ve  d o n e  it u n to  m e ."

THE  S KY P ILO T F E LLO WS HIP : J us t a t
th e  m o m e n t o u r th o u g h ts  a n d  e ffo rts  la rg e ly
c o n c e rn  Ma re lla  Mis s io n  F a rm ,  th e  Ho m e  fo r
Ab o rig in a l C h ild re n . I t  i s  o n ly  r ig h t  a n d
p ro p e r  th a t  th e s e  lit t le  o n e s  s h o u ld  h a ve  a
h o m e ,  lo ve  a n d  s e c u rity. In  t h e  f ive  o r  s ix
ye a rs  s in c e  o u r firs t  d a rk b a b y c a m e  to  th is
Home  much ha s  be e n a ccomplis he d. (We  h a d
o th e r d a rk c h ild re n  in  o u r o wn  p riva te  h o m e
be fore  comme nc ing  with  s e pa ra te  qua rte rs  fo r
th e  d a rk c h ild re n ,  o f c o u rs e . ) B u t  i t  m u s t

n o t  b e  th o u g h t  th a t  o u r  s o le  a im  is  to  c a re
fo r a  fe w d a rk c h ild re n . E ve n  if we  a re  a b le
to  ca re  fo r 20 , o r e ve n  40  ch ild re n , th is  is  on ly
a  ha ndful compa re d to the  gre a t numbe r in ne e d
o f s u c h  a  Ho m e ; we  h o p e  th a t  m a n y s im ila r
Ho m e s  will b e  o p e n e d  b y o th e r o rg a n is a tio n s
in  d iffe re nt d is tric ts . One  ve ry importa nt bra nch
o f o u r wo rk is  to  a ro u s e  ,2 u b lic  in te re s t in  th e
Ab o rig in e s  a n d  s e e k to  d ive rt it in to  th e  rig h t
cha nne ls .

UNDE R S TANDING : S o  fe w p e o p le  u n d e r-
s ta nd  the  ba c kground  o f the  Aborig ine s  o r the
na ture  o f the  p rob le ms  confron ting  the m. One
o f th e  p u rp o s e s  o f th is  le a fle t  is  to  m e n tio n ,
a s  s imply a s  pos s ib le , s ome  cus toms  a nd  la ws
confus ing  to  white  pe ople . By de puta tion  me e t-
in g s ,  b o o ks  a n d  ra d io  we  h o p e  to  e xte n d  th is
inte re s t in  the  Aborigine s . It is  s ome  ye a rs  s ince
the  S ky P ilo t's  Log broa dca s ts  ce a s e d; a nd  ye t
not a  we e k pa s s e s  without our coming in conta ct
w ith  p re vio u s ly u n kn o wn  fr ie n d s  wh o  we re
re gu la r lis te ne rs  to  th is  s e s s ion . At a  re c e n t
me e ting , the  fa the r of s e ve ra l ch ildre n  who ha d
"g ro wn -u p " o n  th e  S ky P ilo t's  Lo g ,  p re s e n te d
u s  w it h  a  c h e q u e  fo r  a  la r g e  a m o u n t as
a  "th a n k -o ffe rin g " fo r wh a t th e  s e s s io n  h a d
m e a n t to  h is  c h ild re n . Alm o s t e ve ry d a y we
go  s hopp ing  o r vis iting  o r to  ta ke  me e tings  we
me e t s ome one  who wa s  a  re gula r lis te ne r. Ma ny
child re n  who lis te ne d  to  the  Child re n 's  S e s s ion
h a ve  n o w g ro wn  u p  a n d  b e c o m e  re g u la r s u p -
p o rte rs  o f Ma re lla  Mis s io n  F a rm . We  th a n k
G o d  fo r th is  e vid e n c e  o f His  b le s s in g  o n  a n
unique  s e s s ion which ha s  le ft s uch a  ma rk.

S KY P ILO T' S  LO G : Cons ta ntly we  a re  be ing
a s ke d: "Whe n will the  S ky P ilo t's  Log re s ume ? "
Tha t is  s ome th ing  we  ca nno t s a y. Bu t now the
wo rk a t  Ma re lla  is  b e c o m in g  e s ta b lis h e d ,  it
m igh t s oon  be  pos s ib le  to  c ons ide r a t le a s t a n
occa s iona l ra dio  broa dca s t. It h a s  b e e n  s u g -
g e s te d  b y m a n y frie n d s  la te ly th a t we  re c o rd
s e ve ra l s e s s ions  with  the  s a me  o ld  Ge orge  a nd
th e  o th e r c h a ra c te rs ,  b u t d e a lin g w ith  th e
p rob le ms  o f the  Aborig ine s . It s e e ms  pos s ible
th a t s o m e  ra d io  s ta tio n s  wo u ld  b e  willin g  to
a llo w s o m e  tim e  o c c a s io n a lly to  b e  d e vo te d
e n tire ly to  th e  Ab o rig in e s . We  d o  n o t  m e a n
s e s s io n s  to  a d ve rtis e  o u r o wn  wo rk (th a t is  a
d iffe re n t m a tte r),  b u t s e s s io n s  th a t wo u ld  b e
a s  in te re s tin g  a n d  e n te rta in in g  a s  th e  s to rie s
from the  o ld  S ky P ilo t's  Log , bu t p roduce d  with
th e  d e s ire  to  h e lp  p e o p le  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e
Aborigine s  a nd to  e ncoura ge  the m to a s s is t in  a
s a n e  a n d  p ra c tic a l wa y a ll Ab o rig in e s  in  o u r
community. Th is  wo u ld ,  o f c o u rs e ,  b rin g  a n
a d d e d  s tra in  to  th e  S ky P ilo t h im s e lf; b u t if it
is  o f Go d ,  s tre n g th  will b e  g ive n  fo r th e  n e e d .
If yo u  a re  in te re s te d ,  we  a s k firs t th a t yo u  will
p ra y ve ry d e fin ite ly a b o u t it; a n d  s e c o n d ,  th a t
yo u  will write  to  u s ,  g ivin g  yo u r vie ws .
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