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It is always interesting 
to hear the first sermon a min­
ister preaches in his parish r 
as this is often a key to what 
he regards as his most import~ 
ant message o And so it is of 
special interest to note what 
Jesus preached in his opening 
sermonso We read in Mark 1:14 
"Jesus came into Galillee 
preaching the gospel of God and 
saying 'The time is fulfilled 
and the kingdom of God is at 
hand, repent and believe in the 
gospeli"• Or:; as Matthew puts 
it, "From that time Jesus began 
to preach and to say lRepent , 
for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand' 11 (Mt~4 :l 7). Later ; when 
Jesus sent out His twelve 
apostles two by two on their 
preaching tour, He gave them 
the same message to proclaim~ 
namely that "men should repent" 
(Mko6:12); and Luke records 
that after His resurrection 
Jesus comnissioned His disciples 
to preach repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins in His name 
to all the nations (Lk.24:47)0 
In the Acts of the Apostles we 
find the Christian missionaries 

salvation! as in the gospel of 
the early church when St ~ Peter 
told the rulers of Jerusalem 
"In non e other is there s{!l.lvat­
ion neither is there any " other 
name under Heaven wherein we 
must be save<;!" , than the name 
of Jesus Christ . (Acts 4:12) . 
Jesus is God ~ s answer to man 1 s 
sin ~ to man ~ s neglect and dis­
honouring of his Creator c To 
be saved we must be united to 
Jesus ~ by acknowledging Him as 
Lord o No sinner can be saved 
merely by striving. There must 
be a complete about turn p a 
repentance~ . a,retu~n to God and 
an asking fo~ and obtaining of 
forgiveness which comes through 
being made one with Christ . 
Te s ted by this unchanging 
message of the Bible many 
modern theologies come short of 
the truth ~ Let us see to it 
that we ourselves are repentant g 
and are basing our hope of sal­
vation not on our own strivings 
but only on God i s forgiveness 
in Jesus Christ ~ 

I 



This modern message omits the 
call for repentance 9 and the 
offer of forgiveness, for where 
~s the place of forgiveness if 
people can be saved by striving 
to follow their own conscience? 

A religion of salvation 
by striving is self centred and 
tends to pride; but salvation 
through forgiveness glorifies 
God for His grace~ and leads to 
humility. Salvation through 
merit which results from 
successful striving; and sal­
vation through forgiveness have 
nothing in common ., During past 
centuries the Roman Catholic 
Church held both these doctrines 
in an uneasy union, and taught 
that forgiveness was obtained 
through the sacraments, and 
that to use the sacraments was 
an act· of merit. But in these 
recent statements of the Second 
Vatican Council, the need of 
forgiveness is not mentioned 
and merit alone is the way of 
salvation. God's grace has 
been cheapened~ Christ 1 s death 
has become merely a preliminary; 
not requiring mention, instead 
of being the very centre of 

carrying out 
Thus on the 
(Acts 2 ~ 38) 

this commission. 
Day of Pentecost 
Peter told the 

crowd assembled in Jerusalem 
"Repent and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgivene ss of your sins" and 
St 0 Pau·l told the Ephesians 
that the message of his preach­
ing was "repentance towards God 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Acts 20 •21) ., Th;.ough~ 
out the New Testament we find 
the same call to repentance and 
promise of forgiveness through 
Christ o This is the Christian 
gospel - the gospel of forgive­
ness, and repentance is the 
gateway o 

Repentance means a turn­
ing towards Godo Everybody 
needs to rep~nt, because none 
of us honour God as we shou1d. 
Almost everyone believes in God 
but how few honour Him as God: 
or hallow His name in thqught 
and life " Even the best of us 
do not do this as we should, 
and that:is why we need forgive­
ness if we are to be acquitted 
in the judgment of God e ~uite 

apart from the many wrong acts 



and thoughts which we fall into 
we all come short of the most 
obvious · obligation of acknow·~ 

ledging God and being properly 
thankful to the God whose 
existence we admit ,, We need to 
repent and be forgiven . if . we 
are to escape the jud0'illent of 
God and be restored to ··· His 
fellowshipe The C.hristian 
me-s ·sage: is that there is ·. for­
giveness for~ t):lose who will t u :i:-n 
towards God., · God in His love 
has provided the ·way of forgj.Ye~ 
ness through the death of our 
Saviour who bore our sins in 
His body on t .he. cross o 

Since God-forgetfulness 
is the radical sin of mankind• 
repentance and forgiveness is 
the only gospel that meets the 
situation. We may take this 
New Testament message of 
:1:·epen tance and forgiveness as 
the yard-stick, to measure and 
test what is being preached in 
our pulpits or being taught by 
bur missionaries or what we 
ourselves believe~ For exacltfu 1 

what place . do rep~ntance and 
forgiveness .have in the message 
of our churches? or in our 

view fits .in with modern ideas 
but it is. diametrically opposed 
to the words of Jesus WI ~m the 
way ~ the truth and the life, no 
man come .I? to the Father but by 
me;r (Jn \) 14 &6) and no man knows 
the Father save the Son and he 
to whom the Son wills to reveal 
Him (Mt oll i 27)o 

The Second Vatican· Council 
repeats its teaching in · the 
Constitution of the Church pub­
lished in November 1964~ para­
graph 16 0 "The plan of' salvat­
ion also in6ludes oc• the Mos­
lems·li .. and it goes ·on · tr those .· 
also oan attain to salvation 
who . s :tri ve by their · deeds to do · 
His will as it is known to theni · 
through the di.eta tes of con-~ 

scienc~" o By these words the 
Counci.l affirms that the sin.,. 
cere pagan who knows nothing of' 
Christ may be saved by striving 
to do w~at is right o You will 
recaJ_l .. the message of Buddha to 
his disciples 11 Stri~e without 
ceasing''_n This is not ·the 
Christiaµ message, which is 

• 
11 Rep,ep,t . and believe the Gospel" f 

the .go.spe+ of' forgiveness of' 
!Sins . in, .the name of Chris t.c 



recently affirmed by t he second 
Vatican Council of the Roman 
Catholic Church. ·In the Dec­
laration on non~Christian 
religions, paragraph J ., the 
Council stated "Moslems adore 
the one Godi living and sub­
sisting in Himself merciful and 
all powerful ~ the Creator of 
Heaven and earth ~- who has 
spoken to men; they take pains 
to submit wholeheartedly to His 
inscrutable decrees just as 
Abraham o c • submitted to Godo 
Though they do not acknowledge 
Jesus as God , they revere Hirn 
as a prophet". This sta t ement 
leaves no room for the message 
of repentance and forgivenes~ 
The Moslems appear to be on 
the right track r only needing 
to go further ,- not to ·turn 
round ~ and obtain forgiveness 
for following a false religio~ 
The statement blurs the sharp 
distinction between a man­
made religion which puts 
Mohammed on a hic her level than 
the Son of God , and the r elig·· 
ion of the Bible which teaches 
that God became man in order to 
provide the onl y way of salvat­
ion for men 0 The Council ' s 

books of theology? Take that 
best seller. Bi~hop Robinson 2 s . 
paperback ~ · . · 11 Hones t · . to . G~d',' ; .. 
which so many people praise o-•. 

You may remember the . bishop 
deniefs a supernatural God ~ a 
God put _there as he puts it ~ 

and substitutes what he calls 
the ground of' our being as the 
only God Q Where does the 
message of ~epentance and f'or ­
gi venes s fit in with this view 
of God? This is the test. And 
by this test the book failsr 
for it is meaningless to speak 
of repentance towards _the g-ound 
of your being or of the ground 
of y our being offering you for­
giveness ;i 

We may not be aware that 
we n e ed to repent and be for~., 

giv en o But the basic sin which 
makes salvation by our merits 
impossible is our failure to 
love and honour God with all 
our heart ~ as we ought to since 
He is our Creator~ Jesus said 
i
1You cannot serve God and 

ma mmon" and yet most of' us are 
endeavouring to do this. Not 
that we wish· to serve mammon 
entirely but we want to serve 



Goci and mammon, But this is 
impossible s for God is the true 
and holy Go~ and we must honour 
Him and serve Him ' absolutely 
and completely~ or we do not 
honour Him or serve Him at allo 
In this matter each of us needs 
to be daily repentant and daily 
seek Godis forgiveness. 

The call for repentanc~ 

and the gospel of forgiveness 
has always been the keynote of 
every great Christian revival c 
Repentance depend8 on our 
realisation of who God is ~ the 
true and living Godr and the 
recognition that we cannot 
serve Him so long as we have 
other objectives - whether 
happiness or security or what~ 

ever it is - existing in our 
minds as objectives to be 
sought for in their own right ~ 

alongside the objective of 
serving God. Because we all 
have these i.ndependent object-· 
ives, which are not directly 
related to the will of God; we 
need to repent and be forgiveno 

The mesbage of repentance 
is out of favour in many 

Chri[;tian circles these days. 
A symptom of this is the 
opinion tha t a person may find 
God in any of the great relig­
ions of' the worldo Thus a 
leading mis [;ionary speaker at 
the Anglican Toronto Congress 
in l96J put Mohammedanism, 
Buddhism ~ and the other heathen 
religions alongside Christian­
ity as being true reflections 
of God i s revelation of Himself. 
I quote from his address "We 
should be able to insist that 
God was speaking in that cave 
on the hill outside Mecca (that 
is ~ to Moharmned) (' that God 
brought illumination to the man 
who once s at under the bow tree 
(that is to Buddha) n <> He went 
on :i God speaks to me in my 
newspaper as well as in the 
Bible , He seeks me out in the 
theatre ~ in the novel ~ in art, 
as well as in the Holy Commun-· 
ion 11 • 

This modern view which 
blurs the uniqueness of re lat­
ionship with Jesus Christ as 
the way of salvation is not 
confinsd to the protestant den­
ominations but it has been 
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Him and serve Him ' absolutel.y 
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In this matter each of us needs 
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alongside the objective of 
serving God. Because we all 
have these i.ndependent object-· 
ives, which are not directly 
related to the will of God~ we 
need to repent and be forgivenc 

The mesbage of repentance 
is out of favour in many 

ChriE:tian circles these days. 
A symptom of this is the 
opinion tha t a person may find 
God in any of the great relig­
ions of' the worldo Thus a 
leading missionary speaker at 
the Anglican Toronto Congress 
in l96J put Mohammedanism, 
Buddhism ~ and the other heathen 
religions alongs ide Christian­
ity as being true reflections 
of God l s revelation of Himself. 
I quote from his address "We 
should be able to insist that 
God was speaking in that cave 
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recently affirmed by t he second 
Vatican Council of the Roman 
Catholic Church. ·In the Dec .­
lara tion on non~Christian 
religions, paragraph J ., the 
Council stated 11 Moslems adore 
the one Godi living and sub­
sisting in Himself merciful and 
all powerful ~ the Creator of 
Heaven and earth ~- who has 
spoken to men; they take pains 
to submit wholeheartedly to His 
inscrutable decrees just as 
Abraham ~ o • submitted to Godo 
Though they do not acknowledge 
Jesus as God , they revere Hirn 
as a prophet". This sta t ement 
leaves no room for the message 
of repentance and forgivenes~ 
The Moslems appear to be on 
the right track r only needing 
to go further i not to ·turn 
round ~ and obtain forgiveness 
for following a false religio~ 
The statement blurs the sharp 
distinction between a man­
made religion which puts 
Mohammed on a hic her level than 
the Son of God , and the r e lig·· 
ion of the Bible which teaches 
that God became man in order to 
provide the onl y way of salvat­
ion for men 0 The Council ' s 

books of theology? Take that 
best seller. Bi~hop Robinson's . 
paperback ~ . · "Honest · . to . G~d',' : .• 
which so many people praise o-. 

You may remember the . bishop 
deniefs a supernatural God ~ a 
God put _there as he puts it ~ 

and substitutes what he calls 
the ground of our being as the 
only God Q Where does the 
message of' ~epentance and f'or ­
gi veness fit in with this view 
of God? This is the testo And 
by this test the book f'ailsr 
for it is meaningless to speak 
of repentance towards _the g-ound 
of your being or of the ground 
of y our being offering you for­
giveness ;. 

We may not be aware that 
we n e ed to repent and be for~" 

giv en o But t he basic sin which 
makes salvation by our merits 
impossible is our failure to 
love and honour God with all 
our heart ~ as we ought to since 
He is our Creator~ Jesus said 
i
1You cannot serve God and 

ma mmon'' and yet most of us are 
endeavouring to do this. Not 
that we wish· to serve mammon 
entirely but we want to serve 



and thoughts which we fall into 
we all come short of the most 
obvious · obligation of acknow·~ 

ledging God and being properly 
thankful to the God whose 
existence we admit ,, We need to 
repent and be forgiven . if . we 
are to escape the jud.::,rrnent of' 
God and be restored to ·· His 
fellowshipe The C.hristian 
me-s ·sage· is that there is ·. for­
giveness for~ t;l:lose who will h :frn 
towards God., · God in His love 
has provided the ·way of forgj.ve~ 
ness through the death of our 
Saviour who bore our sins in 
His body on t .he. cross o 

Since God-forgetfulness 
is the radical sin of mankind, 
repentance and forgiveness is 
the only gospel that meets the 
situation. We may take this 
New Testament message of 
:1:·epen tance and forgiveness as 
the yard-stick, to measure and 
test what is being preached in 
our pulpits or being taught by 
bur missionaries or what we 
ourselves believe" For ex'anipie 1 

what place . do rep~ntance ' and 
forgiveness .have in the message 
of our churches? or in our 

view fits .in with modern ideas 
but it is. di ametrically opposed 
to the words of Jesus WI ~m the 
way ~ the truth and the life, no 
man come.IP to the Father but by 
me 11 (Jn \) l4 g6) and no man knows 
the Father save the Son and he 
to whom the Son wills to reveal 
Him (Mtoll i 27)o 

The Second Vatican· Council 
repeats its teaching in · the 
Constitution of the Church pub­
lished in November 1964~ para­
graph 16 0 "The plan of' salvat­
ion also in6ludes oc• the Mos­
lems.·11 .. and it goes ·on · 11 those .. 
also oan attain to salvation · 
who . s :trive by their · deeds to do · 
His will as it is known to them · 
through the di.eta tes of con-~ 

scienc~" o By these words the 
Counci.l affirms that the sin ... 
cere pagan who knows nothing of 
Christ may be saved by striving 
to do w~at is right o You will 
recaJ.l .. the message of Buddha to 
his disciples 11 Stri~e without 
ceasing''. n This is not ·the 
Christi.8Jl message, which is 

• 
11 Rep,ep,t . and believe the Gospel" f 

· the .go:spel of forgiveness of 
!sins . in. _the name of Christ~ 



This modern message omits the 
call for repentance 9 and the 
offer of forgiveness, for where 
~s the place of rorgiveness if 
people can be saved by striving 
to follow their own conscience? 

A religion of salvation 
by striving is self centred and 
tends to pride; but salvation 
through forgiveness glorifies 
God for His grace~ and leads to 
humility. Salvation through 
merit which results from 
successful striving; and sal­
vation through forgiveness have 
nothing in common o During past 
centuries the Roman Catholic 
Church held both these doctrines 
in an uneasy union , and taught 
that forgiveness was obtained 
through the sacraments, and 
that to use the sacraments was 
an act· of merit. But in these 
recent statements of the Second 
Vatican Council, the need of 
forgiveness is not mentioned 
and merit alone is the way of 
salvation. God's grace has 
been cheapened~ Christ's death 
has become merely a preliminary; 
not requiring mention, instead 
of being the very centre of 

carrying out 
Thus on the 
(Acts 2 ~ 38) 

this commission. 
Day of Pentecost 
Peter told the 

crowd assembled in Jerusalem 
"Repent and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgivene ss of your sins" and 
St., Pau·1 told the Ephesians 
that the message of his preach­
ing was "repentance towards God 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Acts 20 •2l) e Th~ough~ 
out the New Testament we find 
the same call to repentance and 
promise of forgiveness through 
Christ~ This is the Christian 
gospel - the gospel of forgive­
ness, and repentance is the 
gateway o 

Repentance means a turn­
ing towards Godo Everybody 
needs to rep~nt, because none 
of us honour God as we shou1d. 
Almost everyone believes in God 
but how few honour Him as God~ 
or hallow His name in thqught 
and life " Even the best of us 
do not do this as we should? 
and that:is why we need forgive­
ness if we are to be acquitted 
in the judgment of God ~ ~uite 

apart from the many wrong acts 
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that after His resurrection 
Jesus comnissioned His disciples 
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Lord o No sinner can be saved 
merely by striving. There must 
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