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U AN _CHURCH _WOMEN

Minutes of National Committee Meeting held at Deaconess House,
Carillon Avenue, Newtown, N.S.W., February 13th - 16th, 1968,

PRESENT ¢
Office Bearerss
President Deaconess C.I. Ritchie
Vice Pregident Mrs T.H. Coates 2)
Vice President Mrs H.W. Saunders [ (-
Secretary Mrs G.I. Duke
Treasurer Mrs H. Stephens
=
State Revpresentation:
Queensland Mrs R.S. Dingle Methodist (™
N.S.W. Mrs S.G.C. Cowled Methodist
Mrs R.H. Dougherty Methodist
Sthe Australia Mrs A.C. Smith Methodist
Mrs R.W.L. Crosby Anglican
Tasmania Mrs D.C. Hartam Churches of Christ
Mrs G.A. Wood (apology) Presbyterian
A.CuTs Mrs Rs Burmester Presbyterian
Mrs K. Johnston Presbyterian
Vietoria Mrs H.W. Saunders Salvation Army
Miss Es Dunn Presbyterian
e Re ons e
Church of England Head Deaconess Mary Andrews
Methodist - Mrs C.F. Gribble (apology)
Presbyterian Mrs J+ Mullan
Congregational Mrs H+T. Wells
Churches ¢f Christ Mrs 0.J. Bloore
S8alvation Army Mrs Col. H.W. Saunders
I Gro :
Y.W.C.A, Mrs F.G. Engel Presbyterian
ves ons ‘ :
ACC Cormittee on Co-operation of Men
& Women in Church, Family and Society
' Mrs T.H. Coates Methodist
Mrs H.T. Rogers Presbyterian
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Salvation Arny Brigadier J. Coleman

Women's World Qay of Prayer Mrs 0. Dixon

President Elect W.I.C.C. Mrs J.0. Gilbert
NeS.We

Past Working Committee Members
Mrs A. Dougan
Lt. Col. H. Cross

Mrs F. Buschmeyer
Mrs DiGy Badger.

ACC Staff Mr V.X. Browvn
Rev,: Rex Davis
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AUSTRALTAN CHURCH _WOMEN

NATTONAL COMMITTEE MEETING - _AGENDA February 13th =~ 16th,
TUESDAY, _February 13th

12:30 p.n. Lunch

2:00 Opening Worship

Session 1¢ Welcomes
Receiving of Agenda
Appointrment of Cormitees
3:30 Afternoon Tea
4,15 Session 2: Report from Working Cormittee
¥inancial Report
Report frcm Fellowship of the Least Coin
6:00 Evening Meal
7:00 Session 3t Reports from State Units
Reports from Denominational Wonen's Groups
Reports from United Churches
8:kt5 Evening Prayers

9:00 Supper.

WEDNESDAY, February 1lith

8:00 aem. Breakfast
8Ly Bible Study = Rev. Rex Davis
oLy Group Discussions
10:45 .Morning Tea
11:00 Group Discussions
12:30 pelie | Lﬁnch
2:00 Group Discussions
3230 Afterncon Tea
L300 Reporting back
6:00 Evening Meal
7230 Report on Taize «~ Deaconess M. Andrews, Mrs J. Dougan
8:30 Report of World Y.W.C.A. Meetings held in Melbourne,
August, 1967 = Mrs A.W. Burton,
9:30 Evening Prayers
9:#5 Supper
DAY, _Feb 1
8300 a.n. Breakfast
8:&5 Bible Study =~ Rev. Rex Davis
9:45 Session 4: Special Days

Winifred Kiek Scholarship
Women's World Day of Prayer

3e
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10sk45 Morning Tea o
100 Session 5t Cormittee on Co-operation of Men & Women in
: Caurch, Family and Society.
12330 Dpeme Lunch
2800 - Hﬁrbour Cruise
BT T EveningiMéaiol iiitoctd il egtatonsod
7:30 "~ Broad coverage of #.C.C. including Inter=Church Aid
. Publicity

Pronotion
§ General. Relationship.
Leader ~ Mr Val Brown. Question time.
9:30 Evening Prayers

9:L45 Supper.,

FRIDAY; thruq;’ 16;2‘_".

8 00 a.ﬁ Breakfast
8:45 Dible Study = Rev. Rex Davis
- 9:k5 Session 6: Recormendations
Plans for future
Organizational and Structural business .
10:45 Morning Tea
11:200 -1y - Session-63 " Continued
122830 pene Lunch
2:00 Session 7t Election of Officers
Election of Werking Cormittee
Appointrments to related Committces
Recormendations to A.C.C. Annual Meeting
Any other business
3230 Closing Prayers

4200 Afternoon Tea.

DEACONESS HOUSE,
NEWTOWN, 1.8



UESDA Feb ?

OPENING: The President, Deaconess C.I. Ritchie, led the opening
devotions on the theme 'Why are we here!,

WELCOMES: Deaconess Ritchie extended a welcome to all members of the
National Committee. A short time was allowed for nembers to
Speak to someone else and then to intrcduce that person to
the whole Cormittees A special welcome was extended to
Mr Val Brown, General Secretary of the Australian Council of
Churches and to Mrs F. Buschmeyer, who is a member of Church
Women United and is in Australia for a period of two years
while her husband is Minister of Pitt Street, Congregational
Church,
Thanks were extended to Head Deaconess Mary Andrews, the
Principal of Deaconess House, for making it possible for the
National Cormittee Meeting to be held at Deaconess House,
and for her warmth of welcome to all nembers, Appreciation

was expressed for the 'extra' attentions given by Deaconess
Andrews,

GREETINGS: Greetings were received from Miss Sabita Swarup, 1966
Winifred Kiek Scholarship Holder; Mrs F. Ashton, who had been
Secretary of the Working Committee until leaving for Junk Bay,
Hong Kongj Mrs S.H. Haynes (8.A.); ladies of the Nightcliffe
United Church., It was resolved to send greetings to Miss
Connie Tan and to the new United Church of Papua, New Guinea
gnd the British Solomon Islands, Mrs F. Ashton and Miss

warup.

MINUTES: Minutes of the National Committee Meeting 8th= 10th February,
1967 were taken as read and confirmed,

PROCEDURA RRANGEMENTS ¢ i

Deaconess Ritchie outlined procedures to be followeds
« Session 5 Committee on Co=operation in the hands of .
; the Convener, Mrs T.H. Coates.
2¢ Wednesday Evening To be chaired by Mrs Cole H.We
Saunders. There would be a report on Talze
by Deaconess Mary Andrews and Mrs A. Dougan;
and on the Y.W.C.A. World Council meeting
) by Mrs A.W. Burton.
3« Thursday Evening A.C.Cs Meeting in the hands of
Mr V.K. Brown, General Secretary.

It was planned that Wednesday morning and afternoon sessions
be devoted to Discussion Groups. Deaconess Ritchie outlined
the plan to be followed and members were divided into four
groupses General headings were given for questions to be
discussed with the main question being 'How are we fulfilling

the purpose of A.C.We?! A copy of the questions discussed is
attached.

Opportunity for relaxation and a time to get to know one
another were given with a Yacht Cruise on the Harbour on
Thursday afternoon. A sub=committee was formed (Deaconess

Mary Andrews, Mrs A. Dougan and Mrs R. Jessup) to complete=
arrangements.

Bible Study to be led each morning by the Rev, Rex Davis >
using the W.C.C. Study Book 'All Things New!,

The Agenda, in the Working Dovuments, was adopted,

A Stcering Cormittee was appointed. Those appointed weres

Megdames H.T. Wells,(%;Q}ZCrosby, R.S. Dingle, the President
and Secretary. The S eéering Committee met on Wednesday night.
5



REPORT _FROM _WORKING COMMITTERES

The Report as produced in the Working Documents was presented
by the Secretary (Report attached). The report was adopted.

Thanks to the Secretary were expressed by Lt. Col. H. Crosse

Mrs Dey reported that Ministers and staff of the United

Churches of Northern Australia had commended the action cf

the Women's organizations of the United Churches in becoming
| afflliated with A.C.W.

FINANCTIAL R H

The Financial Statement was presented by the Treasurer, Mrs Stephens,
and a Financial report was received., Comment was made that the
Statement was only covering the period from 6th April to 31st December,
1967. An interim report of the finance from 31st December 1966 to 6th
April was tabled,

The Financial Repcrt was received. (Statement attached)

It was moved that the interim statement be included with the Financial
Statement presented in the Minutes. Carried.

The Financial report was adopted.

Appreciation was expressed to the Treasurer for her work.,

/FELLOWSHIP of thc LEAST COING

Mrs J. Strack, Convener for this work, reported on the increased
interest in this project. Literature had been distributed widely
throughout Australia and also New Zealand and Papua,

Leaflets of thc talk recorded by Mrs Shanti Solomon had been distributed
through the co~operation of Mrs Badger and copies of the tape are
available.

Volume III of the Circle of Prayer had arrived from Bangkok and were
available at a cost of 30 cents. 800 coples had becn ordered. A
booklet was also available telling of the allocations and projects g
for which the money was being used, _ ,¢79931b“’f:6

Mrs Strack read extracts from letters from Mrs Rathie Selveratnam who
was Presidont of the Asian Church Women's Conference and who had been
responsible for the work of the Fellowship of the Least Coin,

Discussion took place on this subject. Mrs Dey commented that groups
should be urged to give only the Least coine Mrs Buschneyer stressed
the prayer aspect of the Fellowship, ‘

It was resolved that the National Cormittee emphasise the fellowship
of prayer and also the least coin so that the original intention of
the fellowship might be honcured.

The report was receilved and Mrs Strack commended for her faithful work.

REPOR FRO TATE UNITSe

A representative from cach State Unit spoke briefly to the Report
which appeared in the Working Documents, commenting on highlights, ¥
Speakers were = New South Wales, Mrs Dougherty; A.C.T., Mrs Burmester;
Queensland, Mrs Dinglej South Australia, Mrs Crosby; Tasmania, Mrs
Hartam; Victoria, Miss Dunn.

The reports were recelved, It was noted that Mrs A.G. Ogston (Ce.of E.)
of A.C.Tsy, Mrs Box (Presbyterian) of W.A. and Mrs B.R. Wyllie (Methodist
of N.S.W. as a member of the Central Committee, would be attending the

W.C.Ce Meeting at Uppgalae It was resolved that a letter of good
wishes EE_EEHt‘f615§%§’%% these ladies.

wr——r

be



DENOMINATTONAL _REPORTS

A representative from e

ach Federal Denominational Women's Group spoke

Briefly to the report which appeared in the Working Documents.

Speakers weret: Congreg
Mrs 0.J. Blocrej Method
Salvation Arny (includi
W. Saundersjy Church of

ational, Mrs H.T. Wells; Churches of Christ,
ist, Mrs R.J. Lathamj Presbyterian, Mrs J. Mull
ng Southern and Eastern Territories) Mrs Col.H.
England, Head Deaconess Mary Andrews.

The reports were received.

REPORTS _FROM _UNITED

CHURCHES

The reports from the United Churches as included in the Working

Documents were received
who had taken a particu

+ Thanks were expressed to Mrs N. Faichney
lar interest in the United Churches. It was

stated that Mrs Faichney hoped to visit some of the United Churches
during her husband's term as Moderator General of the Presbyterian |

Churche

The Evening Sessicn concluded with evening prayers led by Lt, Cole H.

Cross.
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WEDLLSDAY 1hth February, 1968, xa;i‘y,
The Rev. Rex Davis of A.C,C. led Bible Study from the W.CsC.Study Beok
'All Things New'!e Study 1 was taken from Jeremiah 31:31 = 3% and was
introduced by a meditation cn 'The true measure of time is not the

clock = but HOPE'. By careful gquestioning and study we were led throug!

the passage so that we were able to see that Christ has broken time by
giving hopee

-

DISCUSSION _GROUPS

The mecrning and afternocn sessions of the Wednesday were devoted to
discussicn groups under the three main headingss

1o Australian Church Scene
20 Survey of A.C.W.
3¢ Evaluation of Effectiveness of A.C.W.

(A copy of the headings used by the groups in discussion and a summary
of the findings is attached to the Minutes).

The Evening Session was chaired by Mrs Col. H.W. Saunders.

REPORTON_ TAIZE

Deaconess Mary Andrews and Mrs A. Dougan reported on the conference at
Taize and opportunity was taken to show colour slides of Taize itself.
The Reve Principal A. Dougan also spoke briefly cn the difficulties

of Christians in France at this time and of the work of reconciliaticn
being done at Taize.

An outline of the report given by Mrs Dougan and Deaccness Andrews is

attached.

REPORT ON WORLD COUNCIL of Y.W.C.A.

Mrs A.W. Burtcn, National President of Y.W.C.A. of Australia briefly
reported on the Werld Council which had been held in Melbourne in
August, 1967. Slides were shown and Mrs Burton gave glimpses of persons
present and referred to devotions,as led by representatives of various
countries, being cne of the highlights.

Mrs Cole. Saunders thanked the speakers.,
Evening devotions were led by Deaconess Mary Andrews, and were cpened

with the playing of a tape recording of music of the brothers of the
Taize Community.
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THURSDAY _15th February., 1948.

Study 2, Luke 23: 35 = 49 was led by the Rev. Rex Davis. By imagining
the members toc be actors in a T.V. production, Mr Davis patiently
enabled us to feel the tension of this passage by asking of us our
feelings as pcople who were involved in the event.

WOMEN'S WORID DAY OF PRAVER

Mrs 0. Dixon attended the meetings as an Observer from the Women's
World Day of Prayer and was asked to speak briefly to the memberse She
brought greetings from the World Day of Prayer Committee and expressed
her pleasure in being able to attend the National Committee Meeting,
Our thanks were extended to Mrs Dixon and she was asked to convey a
greeting from A.C.W. to the World Day of Prayer Cormittee,

The meeting agreed to ask Mrs Buschmeyer to speak on the organization
of Special Days as related to €hurch Women United in America. She
emphasised that Orders of Service were prepared a year ahead,
| Mrs Buschmeyer tabled a considerable amount of literature which was of
value to those who studied it.

\The discussioh on Special Days was deferred to a later session,

COMMITTEE _ ON _CO=OPERATION of MEN & WOMEN in CHURCH, FAMILY & SOCIETY

The Convener cf the Committee cn Co-operation, Mrs T.H. Coates,

introduced the Chairman for the neeting, the Rev. W.G. Coughlan,

The Rev. Mr Coughlan introduced the first of three specakers, Mrs B.R.

Wyllie. Mrs Wyllie spoke on the Geneva Meeting of the Department of

Co-cperation and emphasised the following points:

1« Co=operation of Men & Women in Church and Society = Status and
Ordination of Women.

20 arriage and Family Life >

3+ Roman Catholic helationships

L. Consultation with other Departments of the World Council of Churches
(Younger churches in developing countries) &

5« Inter-Church Aid (food and population)

6. Faith)and Order (Theological aspects of work e.g. Ordination of
women

7+ Mixed marriages (referred to Faith and Order Committee)

« Christian Sexual Ethiecs (theological basis)

Mrs Wyllie concluded with a significant passage from the World Council

of Churches Minutes c¢f a meeting held in Crete in 1967. *he passage

read is attached to the Minutes.

The second speaker introduced was Mrs D.G. Badger who had just returned
from the Asian Church Women's Planning Committee meeting held in Bangkok.
Mrs Badger gave interesting insights of some of the people taking part
in the planning cormittee, Allocations for the Fellowship of the Least
Coin had b:en made for 1968 and it was interesting to note that Australia
had received an allocation for work with Migrant Youthe Allocations

for 1969 must be received by August 1968 on the appropriate form in the
back of the Fellowship of the Least Coin Booklet., It had been suggested
that where possible slides and infermation should be obtained of how
neney allocated was used.

It had been decided to publish the Circle of Prayer every two years, .
and that Mrs Selveratnam would continue to promote the Fellowship of

the Least Coin,

#he next Asian Church Women's Conference would be held in Indonesiga .
"In September 1970 with the theme 'Am I My Brother's Keeper?!.

Mrs Badger had also attended a Co-operation meeting in Bangkok where the
main topic discussed had been family planning. The main difficulties
were ignorance and unwillingness. Until Governments were willing to
move on this matter the Churches must take the iniative,

Mrs Badger gave her impressions of the Bangkok Assembly of the E.A.C.C,
which she had attended as an ohserver,

9



The third speaker wes Mrs H.T. Rcgers of Blackburn, She told of the
congregational activities in The Avenue Church Blackburn, Victoria
where the Methodist and Presbyterian congregations worked happily
together. Mrs Rogers outlined the way in which the buildings were used
and noted that a Director of Christian Education had been appointed,
The Blackburn Family centre had also been established where help and
counselling was offered to families in need, A Social Welfare Commi=-
ttee had been established. The churches had also co=operated with
others in the district in the production of musical dramas which had
been written and produced by members of the congregations Two of these
productions 'The Blue Miracle! and 'Folk Elijal' were to be presented
in the Melbourne Town Hall during the Moomba Festival,

The Chairman, Rev. W. Coughlan thanked the speakers for their
contribution to the Session. Mrs Coates thanked Mr Coughlan and made
mention that the Committee was planning the publication of discussion
pamphlets on family relationships. The Study Book 'Eve Where Art Thou?!
was also tabled and members asked to recormend this for use in groups
in local churches,

During Thursday afternoon *- -3ty five members enjoyed a Yacht Cruise
arounl the Harbours This pericd of relaxation was enjoyed by all,
Opportunity was also afforded for members to get to know each other
better. Members were grateful to Deaconess Andrews who had done the
planning for the cruise.

AUSTRALTAN COUNCIL of CHURCHES

The session on the work of A.C.C. was chaired by the General Secretary,
Mr Val Browne

Mr Brown outlined the composition of A.C.Ce. and also the East Asian C.C,
which had been meeting in Bangkok the previous week. Needs are
expressed by the churches through the Council Members.
Mr Brown introduced the first of the speakers who had accompanied him,
the Rev. F.G. Engel, Secretary of the Division of Mission, Mr Engel
spoke to us of the denominations coming together to do things ecumen=-
lcally. Three things were noted: a. New thinking about mission

be new giving to Mission

Ce new education about Mission.
Urban and industrial missions were new areas where development was
taking places

The second speaker was the Reve. E. Ar laster, the Associate Director

of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Hefugee and World Service, Mr
Arblaster has returned lately from Africa. He gave a picture of the
emerging Africa and outlined to us the problems connected with receiving
and administering Inter-Church Aid gifts.

The final speaker was Mr Vaughan Hinton who is the Information and
Public Relations Officer of A.C.C. Mr Hinton told us something of

the problems of those who are in Vietnam as he had recently spent some
weeks in this war=torn country. We were made very aware of the
desperate need to support such projects as Force 10. Information of
A.C.Cs and W.C.Cs was tabled by Mr Hinton afil metbers were able *o

take this. Particular stress was given to the relief projects of WeC.Co

The President expressed our thanks to these gentlemen for their
comprehensive coverage of the work which they were doinge

Evening prayers following this session were led by Mrs Hartam,

10



FRIDAY 16th FEBRUARY, 1968.

Study 3 Romans 8: 18 = 27 was introduced by the Rev. Rex Davis by a
quotation from Chardin 'servants far more than masters of the created
universe'!, Here we traced the major themes of the passage and found
that 'the new 1s created out of the death of the cld!.

Tharks were expressed to Mr Davis for his leadership in our Bible
Studiess

WINTFRED KIUK SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

The report was given in the Working Documents and Deaconess Mary’
Andrews commented on the work that had been done during the yveals
Deaconess Ritchie told members of the reason for Miss Anna Pucina's _
return to Papua and her subsequent marriage. Appreciabion to the
Y.W.Colo and in particular to Mrs A.W. Burton and Mrs F. Asitcn was
expressed by Deaconess Ritchies Their sympathetic handling ci = e
difficult situation had been of great help to Anna. Mrs Burtin also
spoke of the help given by Deaconess Ritchie in her wise counselling
of Anna prior to her return.

A letter from Miss Sabita Swarup was read. The thanks of the Chalrman
of Ba Hospital, where Miss Swarup is stationed, were conveyed t¢ members.

Deaconess Andrews reported that the Girls' Brigade had asked that
consideration be given to Miss Jawkie Kini, aged 22 years, of Papua,

as a candidate for a Scholirship award. The object of her receiving the
scholarship would be to train her in Youth leadership as she would
return to teach and work among young people. She had already attended
the Port Moresby Teachers' College.

The report was received.

It was decided to ask the N.S.W. Scholarship Committee to continue t&
acts Thanks were extended to Deaconess Andrews for her work ag
Convenerg ' ¥
Details of the Life Brigade were given as follows = a church irtere
denominational group working on the same principles as Girl Uuides but
more spititual = similar practical training. The Australian Patron is
Lady Caseye Physical skills are developeds,

It was resclved that the Scholarship Committee be asked to procecd with
the negotiations for the awarding of the Winifred Kiek Scholarship ©o

a member of the Girls! Brigade, Miss J. Kini, for the ensuing year in
order that she be trained for youth leadershipe

The Scholarshilip Cormittee was asked to consider the recormendation of
the Working Committee that a Scholarship be awarded to a girl to study
in her own country. Report back to the National Committee in 1969,

RECOMMENDATTION re DRAFT MESSAGE TO CONSTITUENT MHMBERS

Mrs T.H. Coates moved that a draft message should be drgwn up ccontalning
the main thoughts of the National Committee Meetings and thaw ~onstit=
uent members Dbe asked to pass this on to thé women's crganizasl_rs
which they represented and to Church papers. ; -

A small cormittee comprising Mrs Coates, Mrs Burton, the Presidernt and
Secretary was appointed to draw up a suggested draft,.

SPECTAL _DAYS

The Secretary gave a brief report which had been prepared by Mrs Ne .
Anderson who 1s in charge of publications for the Working Committee,
This outlined the numbers of Orders of Service for Fellowship Day and
World Community Day. _Thanks were -extended to the Canberra Church Women
and the Australasian Federation of Methodist Women for preparing the
Orders of Services
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Discussion of Special days deferred from a previous session was again
taken up.

It was resolved that the Treasurer should forward €2000 to Geneva as
ocur contribution to the Fellowship of the Least Coin.

Mrs Verco commented that N.S.W. had difficulty in charging 2 cents
recormended for the brochure on Fellowship of the Least Coin and it
was resolved that no chargé should be nade for these brcchures in
future,
It was resolved that the Working Committee consider retaining a small
rercentage of Fellowship of the Least Coin Offerings for promotion and
administration purposes at the National level,
Suggestions for projects to be ccnsidered for allocation from Fellowship
of Least Coin for 1969 included:
ae Australian Frontier project whereby aborigines would be
glven leadership training,.
be !OPAL' (One People of Australia League) Hostel for aborig=
ines in Queensland.
Ce Education of people in New Guinea
de Aboriginal Social Worker in South Australia to work with
his own people.
It was resolved that the Working Committee should colleet infeormation
concerning these projects and that the Working Committee be ailcowed
to make recormendations concerning an allocation for 1969,

DATES OF SPECI DAY.

The Working Cormittee recommended the following:
That Fellowship Day for 1968 be observed July 31st where practicable,
That World Cormunity Day be observed 25th October and that the
Presbyterian Women's Association of Australia be asked to prepare
the Order of Service on the theme 'Human Rights'. These
recormendations were accepted.
It was also resolved that in future we plan Orders of Worship one

year ahead and that the National Committee should select the thcme,

The Working Committee was instructed to do this for this year,

DRAFT MESSAGE

The draft message as drawn up by the sub-cormittee was submitted to
the meeting and approved., A copy of this message is attached to the
Minutes. :

RECOMMENDATIOQONS

From Denominatiocnal Group

The recommendation from the Churches of Christ(as in the Working
Documents) concerning the possibility of recelving offering for Fellowship
of Least Coin on Fellowship Day was discussed. As this was an offering

to be used in a world context and therefore more in keeping wita World
Community Day the Committee agreed that no change would be made,

From Working Cormittee
Location of Working Cormittee

It was resolved that 1. The Working Committee should be locsziad in
i Victoria for a further two year peric” =~ °°

2. fhét the ééﬁeral policy concerning thé.location
and term of the Working Committee be examined by the present Working
Cormittee and recommendations be made to National Committeee in 1969,

12



ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND APPOINTMENTS

Miss D. Mitchell {ock the Chair and announced the following officers
as elected for 1968:

Presidents Deaconess C.I. Ritchie

Vice President: Mrs T.H. Coates

Vice Pregidents: Mrs Col, H.W. Saunders

Secretarys: Mrs G.I. Duke

Freasurers Mrs H. Stephens

Working Comn H

The following were elected to form, with the officers, the Working
Cormittee for 1968,

Mrs A.W. Burton

Mrs J.A. Strack

Mrs E.L. Williams

Mrs N. Anderson

Mrs N. Faichney

A.C.Cs Annual Meeting

Deaconess C.I. Ritchie was appointed consultant to this meeting.

Cormittee on Co=operation:

Mrs J.A. Strack and Mrs H. Stephens were appointed representatives to
this related A.C.C. Committee.

Ecumenical Scholarship Committee

As reported in the Working Documents Deaconess Ritchie indiecated that
this Committee had gone cut of existence. This Scholarship would now
be administered by the Rev. Harvey Perkins.

Avditors

It was resloved to ask Mrs Allison to audit our books againe A letter
of thanks to be sent for her services,

OTHER _BUSINESSS

On the recormendation of the Steering Committee the Working Committee
were asked to look at the possibility of altering the name Working
Cormittee to Executive Committee and report bamk to constituent members
for comment and action. It was agreed that it would be necesary to-
confer with A.C.Cs and a legal adviser when considering this matters
The comments from the Presbyterian Vomen's Association in the Wnrking
Documents were referred to the Working Committee for considerai:ion with
the findings of the group discussion.

The Working Committee was asked to look at the suggestion of a cuestion
naire for reports to the National Committee meeting from State Units
and Denominational Women's Groups.

It was resclved that the matter of finance of A.CWe be referred to the
Working Committee for further consideration,

It was resolved to send a greeting from A.T. W, to the Women's lorld
Day of Prayer national meeting.

THANES @

Mrs A.W. Purton on behalf of all members of the Naticnal Commitice
expressed thanks to Deaconess Andrews and her staff for the thought=
fulness, kindness and hospitality extended to all members of the
cormittee. Thanks were also expressed to the President and Secretart.

CIOSING:
Deaconess Ritchie led the closing prayers taking up again the thoughts
expressed at the opening session.
" CONFIRMED:
13 DATRe



REPCRT OF WORKING COMMITTEE FOR 1967

In accordance with the decision of the 1967 National
Committee Meeting, the Working Committee of Australian Church
Women has been located in Melbourne. Two of the Committee
meubers elected at the National Committee Meeting, Mrs. D,
Wardlaw and Mrs, J. Wright were unable to act and acting on
approval given by the National Committee, the Working

Committee *nvited Mrs. S. Duke and Mrs. L. Williams to
become members,

The Committee has met regularly throughout the year on the
2nd. Friday of each month in the offices of the Victorian
Council of Churches. We express our appreciation to
members of the staff of the V.C.C. for hospitality given

and rejoice with them in their transfer to their new offices
at 100 Flinders Street, Melbourne.

Because of the appointment of her husband, Dr. F, Ashton,
as Manager of Junk Bay Medical Hospital for a term of one
year, Mrs. Ashton, who had consented to act as Secretary,
was given leave of absence. Mrs. S. Duke was apuointed
as Secretary in her place and took up her duties as rrom
the September meeting. Mrs., B, Burton was appolnted to
represent the Y.W.C.A., in place of Mrs. Ashton.

At the May meeting the Working Committee decided that in
view of the fact that A.C.C. Annual Meeting for 1968 was
io be held in Syduey, the A.C.W. National Committee
Meeting also should be held in Sydrey preceding the A.C.C.
Annvual Meeting. The Secretary confirmed the booking for
the Conference at Deaconess House and We express appre-
clation to the Principal and the Council of Deaconess
House for the hospitality shown in 1967 and for their
willingness to accommcdate us again in this year 1948.

A% the request of the General Secretary of A.C.C. the
A.C.W. report has been presented under the three headings
Achievements; Plansj Problems. This report gives figures
and factual information cencerning the year's work, in
particular about projects and special days. We add here
our thanks to Canberra Church Women and the Australasian
Federation of Methodist Women for their preparation of

Orders of Service for Fellowship Day and World Communi ty
Day,

The Working Committee is grateful to all Office-boearers
and members of State Units, Federal Denominational Women!s
Groups and United Church groups who have co-cperated so
willingly during the year.

1



i ACHIEVEMENTS,

Speclal Days: .
< Fellowship Day - 84500 Orders of Service
distributed,

Themo3 Let the Church be the Church
in Daily Living,

Prepared by Canberra Church Women,

< VWorld Community Day: § 000 Orders of
Service distributed,

Iheme: Worlg Communi ty Through the
United Nations.,

Pre_pared by the Australasian Federation
of Methodist Women,

Offering for Inter-Church Team Work in
Vietnam,

Fellowship of the Least Coin:

# Project: Expanding interest,
Gifts received from: New Guinea, Aoba
in the New Hebrides, women's groups of
United Church of North Australia ang
from all Australiah States,

¥ Promotion: Volume III Cirele of Prayer
brepared in Bangkok now available,

Tape recording of Mrs. Shanti Solomon's
address,

United Churches:

¥ Contact: Through 6 groups,
Receive minutes,
Personal contact through appointment
of liaison member of Working Committee,

Committee on Co-operation:

£ Representation: A.C.W. represented by two
members on ommittee on Co-operation,

# Publication: Promotion of "Eve Where Arg
hou?™ produceq by the Committes,
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o PLANS

Special Days:

¥ Fellowship Day: Tasmania State Unit
preparing Order of Service,

# World Community Day: To be decided at
National Commitfee Meeting.

Winifred Kiek Scholarship:

¥ Candidate: Yet to be chosen. National
Committee to recommend procedure,

Asian Church Women's Conference:

¥ Representation planned at 1969 Conference,
Publicationa:.

¥ Brochurs : To be re-designed and re-
printed.

# Study Material: Publication of new
material to be considered at National
Committee Meeting,

Support for Mrs. Rosalie McCutcheon's
book, 'Like a Tree Planted!.

11T PROBLEMS

Promotion:

¥ National Level: Development of relation-
ship with Federal Women's Organizations.

# State Level: Development of relationship
between State W.I.C.C. Unit and
Denominational Women's groups.

£ Local level: Difficulty of expressing

ideal of Inter-church co-operation in
practice.
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REPORT OF WINIFRED KIEK SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEER

-

Although the Winifred Kiek Schelarship Comnittee began

negotiations for a scholarship hrlﬂ r for 1967 in 66, it

was not until Oct ber 1946 that an application for a Papuan

Y.W.C.Ae worker to be considered was received., After

consiﬂbr ble delays the applicaticn papers were received in
lay 1967 fron Miss Anna Busina.

\O O“}

As I had to leave for an Overseas tour in June, I asked the
Cormittee ~f A.C.W. to take over the arransemcnts for Miss
Anna Busihals Scnolarship in ecnsultatirn with the Y. .W.ClA.
as she was geoing to Adelaide for nmost of her training, and
the YW.CoA. wantcd her in Melbourne for the Y.W.C.Ae World
Conferencec,

The President of A.C.W. Verking Committee has kindly agreed
to report on the Scholarship holder,

With regard to the Scholarship holder for 1968, The
adninistration of the Girls! Life Brigade has requested
that a nenber of the Girls! Brigade w1"ht be ccnsidered for
a scholarshipe I have written to Mrs D. Garrick

suggesting she send narticulars to the Scholarship Cormmittee
ccncernlng a sulteble person, but no reply has cone so far,

It is gnod to lnow that Miss Sabita Swarup, the 1966
Scholarship hﬁldcr, profited from her training and expecrience
in Australia and 1s holding a position in the Methodist
Mission Hogpital at Da, ‘which was forro rly held by a
Missionary.

MARY M. ANDREWS,
Convener Winifred Kiek
Scholarship Cornittece

The Working Cormittee as requested by the Winifred Kick
Schelarshin Cormittee appointed representatives to confer
with representatives of the Y. W.C.A. =~ Conditions for Miss
Businals Scholarship were agreed upone

Miss Busina arrived in Melbournc on July 3rde. She spent
scnie days in Melbournc at the Y. W.C.A. Naticnal Headquarters.
During this tine she not neribers of the W.I.C.C., of Victoria
and was chntertained at lunchcon by nenbers of the Working
Cormittee., On July 15th she proceeded to Adelalde to take
up her training as arranged.

Unfortunately Miss Busina was not able to complete the tern
of training granted under the Scholarship and returncd to -
New Guinea early in Septenber, She has since narried and is
settled again in Papua vhere her husband is teachinge

We are grateful to Mrs F. Ashton for the hospitality given
to Miss Busina during her tines in Melbourne.

C.I. RITCHIE,
President mf Working Cormitteece.



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH

WOMEN

STATEMENT of RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE 1/1/67 to 6/4/67

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE
Fellowship of the Least Coin v
Balance 853,55 Remicsion WEC Geneva 853e55
Donations 46,21 Refund to Q.&W.A. for j
Information folders 8400
‘ _ Balance 3821
s 250
Winifred Xiek Scholarship Fund _
Balance 624,89 M.BiC. 28,00
Interest 8+22 Naty Cormittee Board 8e00
Refund Air Fare 23,20 Travelling 4,00
Transfer to Investment -
Fund 100400
_ Balance 516431
2 656,31 L 0556431
National Committee Meeting (1967)
Registration Fees 34,05 Deaconess House 207,00
Accomodation 207.00 Stationery etc. 30e23
_g 2{]‘1 .O - 2 }‘ uo
Qverseas Travel Fung
Balance 112,02 Balance 132,02
Methodist Women's
Pederation 20,00 v
i E 1 52.02 1 02
General Fund (Administration)
Balance 113.gg Stationery 5400
Interest 19. Duty Stanmp 005
Balance 126,56
i 75
Balances ag at 6/14/67
Fellowship of the Least Coin 3821
Winifred Kiek 516431
Overseas Travel 132,02
General Fund (Administration) 128.56
National Committee 3.82
18,92

18
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FROM 6th. APRIL to

. ——

RECEIPIS.

To Balance transferred from Sydney

Fellowship of the Least Coin

31st. DECEMBER, 1967.

S

o
b4

Donations $2087.96

Circle of Prayer Vol. iii
Circle of Prayer Leaflets

Winifred Kiek Scholarship Fund
Donations
Interest on Special Bonds

Transferred from Fellowship
Day. (see Contra)

Fellowship Day
Orders of Service
Offerings

World Community Day

Order of Service
Offerings

Literature
"Church Worship"
Tape Recording

Donations etc.,

W.A. unit "Migrant Women Fund"
Mrs, Dey - adjustment

Petty Cash - refund

Bank Interest

I report having exanined the Receipt
Bookts, Vouchers and Books of Account of
the Australian Church Wonen for the
period 6th April to 31st Decenber,1967
and am of the opinion that the above
Statenent is a true and correct
presentation of the transactions of the
hustralian Church VWoren for the period
according to the inforriation nade
avallable to ne.

AnE. A.LLISON, A.voS .A.a, L-Co[i.
(Hon, Auditor) Oth January, 1968,

10

79450

8.30

215.00
10.48

400.00

202,65
572,02

127+ 50

678.35

32.50
1.00

13.30
1.00
=u

817.92

217576

225,48

774% .67

805.85

33.50

15.42
2.75

§4851.35



STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FROM 6th. APRIL to

-

31st. DECEMBER, 1967.

EXPENDITURE.

By Fellowship of the Least Coin

Circle of Prayer Vol. iii & 79.34
Leaflets - Postages 4,00
Postages 2.00
85.34%
Winifred Kiek Scholarship Fund
Metro. Business College Egabifa) 12,60
Air Fare (Anna Busina§ 265,20
Hospitality " 15.00
OB.A. " lgoh’l‘l’
Clothing * 5817
366.41
Fellowship Da
Order of Eervice (8,500) 128.20. -
Postages and Petty ash 8.32
Cheo transferred tO ViC. ‘.’J.I!C!C. 2-1 i
. 143,74
World Community Da
Order of Service (%,OOO) 90.00
"Kwikasair" - delivery 7+13
Inter Ch. team work in Vietnam 00.00
597.13
Literature
TChurch Worship" (500) 75.00
Study Book Inserts (4,000) 15.60
"Kwikasair" parcel delivery 2. 30 55,50
Transferred to Winifred Kiek
Scholarship Fund (see Contra) 400.00
Administration
ational Council Meeting 7499
A.C.W. Files - delivery 4,97
A.C.C. A.C.W. Administration 9.53
Printing - Letterheads 15.53
Postages - Minutes 24,00
Stationery 18.31
Duplicating A.C.W. Leaflet 1.90
Petty Cash - Secretary 20.00
Treasurer 10,00
Travel - President's and Secretary's
Fare to A.C.W. 62.40
Transfer to Inter Church Aid -
"Migrant Women" 13,30
187.93
Balance 31/12/67 3377.90
$ 4851.35

ENID G. STEPHENS
(Hon. Treasurer)
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FELLOWSHIP DAY OFFERINGS - 1967

Canberra Church Women's Fellowshi
New South Wales Unit 166.50?
20429)
Tasmania Inter Church Council of Women
Victoria Woment!s Inter Church Council
United Church Ladies' Fellowship Darwin
Methodist Federation of Queensland

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY OFFERINGS = 1967

Women's IntercChurch Council of Queensland
Darwin United Church Wemen's Group

Bombala Presbyterian Women's Association
New South Wales Women's Inter Church Council
Victorian Women's Inter Church Council
Canberra Church Women

Tasmanian Women's Inter Church Council

West Australia Church Women

21.

30400
186479
31.80
300,00
10,00
6427




FINANCIAL, _SUMMARY

Dalance includes the followings -

Fellowship of the Least Coin g2128,.6
Winifred Kiek Scholarshin 775430
Overseas Travel Fund 132,02
General Fund) SO
Adninistration) 341487
£ 3377490

ENID G. STEPHENS

Treasurer.
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NN EONIONCONENTNONONINNOS

THESE ARE THE FINDINGS ONLY OF THE GROUP DISCUSSIONS
AS PRESENTED AT THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING.

THEY DO NOT CARRY EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY BUT ARE PRESENTED
FOR YOUR iNFORMA'I‘ION AND COMMENT .




AUSTRALIAN
National Cormittee Meeting Wednesday, 14th February, 1968,

E 1
(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

CHURCH WOMEN = FINDINGS of Day Discussion held at

AUSTRALTAN _CHURCH SCENE

Composition

(i) The Church a minority group within the community.

(ii) Diversity off denominations though a growing sense of
co=operation

(i11) Diversity within denominations '

(iv) Migrant peoples establishing own churches e.ge Orthodox,
Netherlands Heformed

(v) Sects active = growing in strength

(vi) United Churches and United Parishes developed in some
areas as a result of experiment in co=operation

(vii) Growth of counselling centres and of prograrmes related
to specific needs ‘

(viii) Difficulties of division into States

Pre=occupations and concerns

(1)
(11}
(111)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

(vii)

Malntaining denominational structures

Lack of involvement in community affairs at local level
Failure to prepare members for this involvement

Lack of comrmunication, especially with youth

Structures too inflexible

Tendency to look inward not outward despite some
involvement in social services and overseas work
Evidence of moves to unity

Diff;culp;eg and prchlems

(1)
(11)
(1ii)

Wastage of finance and personnel because of denominational
divisions

Special areas of concern and relevance e.ge Youth, .
flat dwellers (high rise)

Comrminication within the Church, between churches and
with the secular world,

Changing situation in present day

(1) Growing desire for co-operation

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)
(v)

(vi)

(vii)

Lay participation

Broadening avenues of service e.g. School chaplains,
industrial chaplains, aged people's homes, meals on wheels
Women and youth becoming mere involved in both Church

and comrunity.

Change in attitude to use of Sunday

Higher education has brought problems = the ability of
mcre to question

Uniting congregations create new and different probléms

(viii) o permanent solution because change is always there.

23.



3i;
(a)

(b)

(d)

(e)

SURVEY _OF _AUSTRALTAN __CHURCH _WOMEN

Composition

(1) State Units; Representatives of Federal Denominational
Women'!s Organizations of member churches of Ae.CeCe}
United Churches; Y.W.C.A.
{44) Regret expressed that Baptist and Lutheran women are not
represented at Federal level, though in some cases at
State level,
(111) Need for relationship with other groups
a) Women's World Day of Prayer
b) Australian Christian Women (Christian Women's
Convention)

Methods of Organization and (¢) Activities and Concerns

(1) Should name of Working Committee be changed (see reference
in Minutes)

{11) Commend system of altering location of Working Committee

(iii) year term in one location propoged

(iv) Problems of communication through existing channels of
State Units and Federal Denominational Women's groups

(v) Study book suggested for special days

(vi) lleed to encourage Orthodox participation at State level

(vii) Re=assessment of material used for Cormunity Daye Should
be suitable for all groups = men, women and young people
(viii) DNeed to implement 'service together' as part of aim cfACW
(ix) Development of responsible attitude towards social needs
of local community e.g. Appointment of social worker
(paid by local government authority) as result of soclal
survey conducted following Church and Life Movement.
(%) Problem of finance for effective working
(a) Travel pool to assist delegates with fares to National
Cormittee Meeting
(b) To provide adequate public relations promotion
(c) Suggestions included public relations committee in
State Units and sale of specially marked Biross

Difficulties and Problems

(1) How to interpret AIMS at local level - little knowledge and
understanding of Women's Inter-Church Councils and A.C.W.

(i1) How to link ¥ith the Women's World Day of Prayer

(iii) Programmes not challenging encugh

(iv) How to make W.I.C.Ce's feel they are units of A.C.We

(v) Relationship with Australian Christian Women which is a
strong organization in certain states.

Effectiveness of A.C.W. in performance of its functions for its

members and member groups

(1) Constitution
a 'Allegiance to Christ! = is evidence of unity
(b) t'Co=operation of men and women' 'in Church' isolated
instances only
'in Family'and soclety' = women's contribution can
extend the family interest
(¢) 1!Place in total life and mission of the Church! = limited
A.C.We must develop this through study etce
(d) ‘'Opportunity to worship, study and serve together!
Scme opportunity e.ge Fellowship Day, World Community Day,
Fellowship of the Least Coin and Winifred Kiek Scholar=
ship projects.
(11i) Representation to International conferences can be effective.

2



111

(a)

EVALUATION OF EFTFTECTIVENESS OF A.C.W.

National Level

(1)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

()

(vi)

Organization of Special Days

(a) Half or full day programme with worship related to
service

(h) Prepare programmes one year ahead and publicize

(c) Flexibility for emergency programme

(d) Study and worship rmaterial provided but need for
simpler presentation

(e) UNot sufficient help for service projectss Should

be more positive concern for world need e.ge Inter-

Church Aid, Force 10, Frontier

Need to support Aust=Care in 1968 R

Proposed study book for Cormunity Day and

Fellowship Day with special theme e.g. Human

Rights 1968. it

No effective link between A.C.W. and Denominational

organizations at National level

Quiet Day prior to A.C.W. National Committee Meeting

International experiences should be shared more

Suggestion that A.C.W. request appointment of representw

ative to A.C.C. Executive Cormittee (N.B. This is not

possible under present constitution of A.C.Q,)

Consideration of study materisl and questionnaires as

used in America

~~
] H
S NS

(v) State Level }
(i Important to realize that National Level depends on State

(c)

level and local level depends on State level

(ii) Cormunity work be undertaken together

L1ttt} Wider circulation of W.I.C.C. reports to stimulate &
interest

(iv) More uniform naming of State organizations

(v) Difficulty of getting information back to local groupse

(vi) Difficulty of stirulating interest in special days =
key members only attend

(vii) Concern with Television as meddum: of Christian withess.

Local Level

(3) Need for service projects

(i1) Cormunity work to be undertaken together e.g. meals on
wheels

(iii1) Need for more interesting reports from W.I.C.C.l!s

(iv) Difficulty in getting information through to local groups
and to individual local denominations

(v) Lack of existence of local groups

(vi) Studies and discussion questions too difficult

(v11) Fellowship of the Least Coin and Winifred Kiek Scholar-

w ship have caught interest of people
(viil) =~ Difficulty of stimulating attendance at local level
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REPORT OF WOMEN'S ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE HELD AT TAIZE, FRANCE
19th - 24th June, 1967

One hundred women attended the Conference. They represented the
Catholic International Organization, members of the Department of Co=
operation of Men & Women in Church, Family and Society, set up by the
World Council of Churches, and members of the Young Women's Chrictian
Association,

Two earlier smaller conferences which Dr Madelaine Barot had helped
to convene, had prepared a questionnaire which was widely distributed
during 1968 and the earlier part of 1967. The Conference studied the
answers given to these questions. There were also study groups to
considers
(a) The dimensions and necessities of ecumenical dialogue.

(b) W?at can be done in common to make this a meaningful dialogue for
all.
The Conference divided into four groups for these discussions and for
consideration of a number of other questions, each workshop group taking
one of the following problems:
1¢ The different forms of women's professional life ocutside their home:
(a) Those who work through economic necessity,
(b) Those for whom a choice is possible.

2. Remedies to overcome the wastage of women's energies and capacities
on the different social levels:
(a) The independent professions
(b) The working class women,
(¢) The rural women.

3. How to foster a better and more active participation of women in
public 1ife,

4, How to promote better co-operation of men and women in the life of
societys

Dr Jean Brothers, a sociologist and a Research Officer in The
University of London spoke about the tensions between the home and oute
side responsibilitiese

Dr Lydia Simons, Professor of Theology in the Netherlands, and the
Rev. André Dumas, Professor of Ethics at the College of Protestant
Theology in Paris, spoke on the subject of attempting a theological
answer to the sccio-ethical problems posed by the changing role of women.

Few of the things they said were really new to us but the thought
of unity = within = difference was constantly stressed; that the easy
solutions are = losing our identity in others or isolating ourselves to
retain our identity. '"We need to be able to maintain a relationship
with each other that is uneasy, yet flexible and consistent". This
flexibility as Christians and as men and women should be carried over
into dialogue with the unbelieving, with the atheist world and the world
of other faithse The theologians and the laity should have opportunities
to work together in an attempt to find more ways of breaking down the
barriers and to make reconciliation and unity a reality.

This working, thinking and speaking of the things we have in common,
rather than those which divide us, together with education, the deepening
of our faith and the goodwill whown in our lives to all men, we hope and
pray will bring us unity.

It is one thing for one hundred women to attend a conference helé
in two languages concerned with greater co-operation and understanding
of even that small number of people.s It is quite another matter for
millions of human beings to share these concernse. What, then, can we do?
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WEAT CAN WE_DO TOGETHER

1)

31)

241)

iv)

V)

vi)

vii)

viii)

Meet each other e
Let us find ways of meeting each other, especially by inviting
ecach other to our meetings and conferences.

Learn to know each other.

Let us seek every opportunity to strengthen our desire to get to
know each other better and to exchange our ideas and thoughts .
freelys. Let us ask each other frankly and objectively to explain
our faithe Let us join in collecting information, written and
printed material making use of such occasions as the Week of
Unity and the World Day of Prayer.

Joint Studies on the origins of our faith.

We can discover together in a wholly new way, the message and face
of Christ, particularly through bible studies in depth, gndertako;
jointly, calling on all the resources of modern sclentific exeggsic.

Rethinking the Catechism. d
It is essential that in each church and at all levels, we should
engage in a rethinking of the catechism in the light of ecumenismn.

Praying together, _
We can seize opportunities of praying together, such as the Week
of Unity and World Day of Prayer, but taking care to avoid
sentimentality and euphoria. Liturgies planned for these occaslons
must be adapted to local circumstances. Richness can come from
making these adaptations in co=-operations )
Let us be ready too, to accept what life can bring to our praying
together and what we may contribute. If some special event draws
us to pray together, if life itself calls us to pray together
then a true and profound dialogue becomes possible. But for %his?
surely do not let us wait for a catastrophe; let our intuitlon and
sensitivity discern the suffering of the world and translate it
into common prayer. a
Engaging in service together, 2
We are not entering into dialogue in a kind of Christian Ghettos
Our dialogue has to be nourished by the thought of those who are
without belief and by our apostolic vocation.
There are opportunities for dialogue and dialogue in positive
action undertaken together,

Organization of meetings and encounters.

Seminars, meetings, conferences and ecumenical year at local,
regional, national and international levels can be precious ways
of fostering ecumenical dialoguee

Living together. X

It is essential that we live togetherj that we live the dialogue
and through the dialogue, our daily life and Christian service.
The ecumenical dialogue 1s truly a labour; a hard task, demanding
of us time, courage, fortitude, perseverance and realism, It

has to be lived step by step as the Holy Spirit guldes us, with
unity as its goal,

It bears in itself at the same time, its suffering and its joy,
in liveliness of hopes and in confidence in God who calls us to
‘unity and who Himself gives it.

Perhaps most of all we want to see the Church in the forefront,

leading us along the path of change, not lagging behind the world.
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EXTRACT TROM WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCEES CENTRAL COMMITTEE MINUTES AKD
REPORTS of the TWENTIETH MFETING - HERAKLION, CRETE, GREECE, 1967,

The Nature and Significance of the Work on Co=operation of Men & Women

The Department, looking forward from its activities in the period
from the New Delhi %o the Uppsala Assemblies, is aware of new and unexpl=-
ored dimensions in human relationships in changing societies, which
challenge its thinking and action.

Earlier statements and declarations on man-woman relationship were
dealt with mostly in terms of theology as for example the Davos=-Statement,
which was accepted by the Central Committee in 1955,

& Now, we are emphasising the urgency of the main concerns of the
Department of Co=~operation in light of the social revolution in our times,
«and in so doing, far from moving away from them, we continue to base our
Jthinking on the’ fundamental elements of biblical anthropology and eccles=
iology. The distinctiveness and the "togetherness" of men and women as
described in the message of Creation and sanctified by Christ'!s redemption
is still and always will be the corner stone of the Department's biblical
foundation, Ecelesiology teaches us the fundaflental lesson,y the wholeness
of the Church implies the full and living contribution of all members of 4
the Body of Christ, not for the sake of one group or for private interests
but for the complexity of the Church as a wholes So all members wherever
and whoever they areé are called to bring their full and complementary
e

contribution to the benefit of the whole Church thus fulfilling Christ!s
work in the world,

Again and again this had been said and it 1s our approach for fiaking
clear and understood the leading principles of the Department. 3ut
challenged by contemporary events, we think it both right and necessary,
in looking at the question from a different perspective, and without
moving away from the earlier approach, to explain the burning urgency of

®ur concern by relating it to some of the major characteristics of the
social revolution of our times.,

- What is the character of this revolution which has transformed the’
pattern of relationships between men and women on all levels of socilety?
It is essentially an organisational revolution in which rational processes
and technological control become the determining principles of social
development, Such an organisational revolution gives another place to
sexuality, in the course of elevating rational processes to a decisive
place. Sexuality to a vast extent is removed from the position of an
organising principle in society.

Sexuality refers to the organic difference and union which permeates
all life, and in this sense has been an organising principle in all human
societiess This is not the place to postulate a theory of sexuality and
society, but it could be suggested that societies move from forms which
are dominated by diffuse sexuality to civilisations in which its functions

such as paternity, maternity, are lifted up as a "natural order" of human
relations,

The organisational revolution removes sexuality from the central
funection in social order. It thus shakes the foundations on which personal
identity has béen organised. Worth and human status no longer derive -
from maternity; in fact, individuals are now urged to curb the impulses of
maternity for the wegl-being of soclety as a whole. Dignity, too, no
donger derives only from the paternal role but from the competence and
Fegularity with which man can participate in a complex world., This
gencrates deep divisions between younger and older generations who feel
the impact of this emerging society in different wayse
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20
Extract from W.C.C. Minutes, Crete - Committee on Co-operation, 1947

To cope with the problems and possibilities generated by the organiza=
tional revolution is not merely a matter of women. This is a problem of
men and women finding a new pattern for their common life. The work on co-
operation of men ang women has brought this struggle to light where it was
hidden and has been working directly with those in many parts of the world
who are ready to search out solutions,

There are obviousrproblems in the technicological and rational forces
which have changed the sexually defined orders of society, These forces
are breeding their own problems by the suppression of feeling and limitat-
lons to personal responsibility, However, these forces are potentially
constructive for human 1ife and for individual persons as well, particular-
ly if they are humenised and directed to human needs. Such processes &
can be discerned ag continuing to stress competence and skill rather than
maleness or femaleness, The potentialities for realising man's possibiT-
ities are prement in these organisational patterns, but these possibilid=
ies require ney expressions for the cultural meaning of sexuality in vari-
ous cultures and in different forms, Moreover, this emerging pattern of
equality and freedonm requires moral clarification, again in different ways,
and according to the organisational patterns of societies,

also in the varying relationships involved in family life. This was an
inevitable expansion since New Delhi 1961, since the roots of new sexual
patterning in the society reach down into the role patterning that is .
experienced in childhood, sibling relationships, peer groups and schools.
thermore, the personal tragedies "of individuals and families multiply
in the disorgahising process of the organisational revolution, drawing the
churches into Specialised tasks of personal and family counselling,

How can these concerns be located amidst the many claims which are &ow
being made on mission and ministry of the churches in an age of revolution=
ary change? Certainly 1 just world order in which peace becomes possidle
would have to be given firct priority in the mission of global forms of ¢
the Christian community, This means in time, the development of authore
ities to allocate resources to meet human needs and develop processes of
peace which are as competent as our machinery of war, Furthermore, the
"progress of the Peoples" as the Encyclical of Pope Paul so teliingly
expresses it, weighs upon each nation and the whole community of nations,
forming a second claim upon our global ministries, Third, and in many
ways inseparable from these two stupendousetasks, is the reweaving of a
web of community end-freedom so that men and women may gain a new sense
of worth and love for peace, This third task is brought under the general
rubric of community organisation, by which is maent the development of
patterns of organisation in family, neighbourhood, and society which sust-
ain human dignity, freedom and public responsibility. The ministry of the
churches is interpreted ag living in communities of faith within these
various communities, nurturing their orgamisation, humanising the patterns
of life within them and bringing prophetic criticism to bear on their
deformations of man, The Same, of course applies to the work of faith in
the organisation of the religious cormunities which sustain and direct
the proclamation of the Christian community,

Man's desperate search for confidence ang security in the organisation-~
al revolution reflects the crisis of person and community in our time, *
Thus the work,that has emerged in the Department on Co-operation of Men &
Women, in Church, Family and Society is seen as a dimension cutting across
the work of community organisation, deepehing its sensitivity to the
problems of the rigth relationship between men and women. These tasks
interlock with the educational and parapolitical processes through which
personal freedom and social participation are developed.,
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The word "co-operation" in the title of the Department is the key
word in aiy description of its aim. The Department is interested in
promoting the right kind of relationship between men and women in all
areas of life, private and public. This relationship must free them
to complement each other without the exploitation of either one by
the other; it must free them to become truly themselves by offering
equal opportunities for development of their capabilitiesy it must
frse them for self-expression in all phases of life. Christians in
both developed and developing nations are aware of the distortions
in the relationships between men and women and are conscious that the
need to eliminate these distortions is urgent for the renewal of the
Church, for the growth of understanding in human relationships within
the family and for the fullest possible development of society. Its
basic orientation toward "cooperation of men and women" makes the De-
partment unique as compared to secular and rare among Christian org-
‘anisa%ions concerned with womenj and the Department is the recognised
ipoint of contact for the creative planning of women's organisations
with the WCC on matters concerning the cooperation of men and women.
Its purpose is to help the churches rediscover the biblical teaching
on, and to reach a common theological and sociological understanding
of, the basic relationship of men and women and it is concerned that
a fundamental re-appraisal be made of the old concepts of the man-
woman relationship. For it is at this deepest level of personhood
that people relate and interact for good or ill to themselves and
others, as members of the Body of Christ, as citizens of a national
and world community and as members of a famil¥. The Department is
concerned with the young and the old, with both single and married.
It acts as a centre of information, as an initiator of study, and as
a crcaior of a climate which will free men and women to cooperate
in %he renewal of Church, family and society.

mha muiual involvement of men and women in Church, Family and

Soclz%v % world, regional, national and local levels, has not yet
‘yeachod “ne stage where it can be taken for granted. Moreover, the
man.fold concerns upon which the Department has been, is, and is

increasinzly being asked to be engaged, are vital to the ongoing

|y “-naa of the Church in the world. BEach of these concerns will
Lats 2 relevance to the study and work of more than one of the ad-
ministrative units in the general structure of the WCC, but, for
the period between Uppsala and the next General Assembiy, the re-
sponsibility for acting as initiator, catalyst, consultant and
coordinator, should be entrusted to one such aéministrative unit.
This unit, whatever form it takes, should demonstrate the partner-
ship of men and women in the membership of its Working Committee,
in its joint chatrmanship by a man and a woman, and above all in its
staff. where men and women hold the posts of Executive and Assoc-
iate Secretaries interchangeably. For the next few years at least,
the words "COOPERATION OF MEN AND WOMEN" should appear in the title
of whatever part of the structure of the WCC to which these concerns
are committed.

Increasing consultation and cooperation between this adminis-
trative unit and the other units of the WCC is essential for the
relationships between men and women to be recognized and accepted
as the total concern of the WCC, its member churches, and of other
manifestations of the ecumenicai movement, and, withln the WCC

‘itself,dspecific arrangements should be made to see that this is
achievade
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MESSAGE TO AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

From the 1968 meeting of the National Committee of Australian Church

Women we send thigﬂge;sage through our State ubits and Federal bodies to

the women we represent.

WE URGE THEM

+

to face the great issues of our time, in the light of their
Christian falth, especially keeping 1n mind” the Fourth
Assenbly of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala in
July, 1968

to deepen their faith by prayer and Bible study

to increase their knowledge of the world in which they live,
beginning with local and municipal affairs, and extending
to questions of national and international importance

to do all they can to ease raclal tension, poverty and

hunger, near at hand and in other parts of the world, and

in par%icular to support Inter-Church Aild and its Force

Ten project
Particulary in 1968 to remember the desperate need
in Vietnam, and to support whatever efforts are
made to send relief to the victims of the war

to give support to United Natlons Human Rights
Year

to join in creating a climate of opinion in which our
Government can do more to help developing countries'

to support Women's World Day of Prayer and to promote
wherever possible Fellowship Day and World Community Day,
with thelr associated service projects; and to support
other inter=church activity under the ustralian Council
of Churches

to exténd Christian fellowship to women of all denominations,
ineluding those which are not already linked with Australian
Church Women, and in particular to take up the challenge of
meeting Roman Catholic women

to bring sympathetic understanding into all personal
relationships, especially with young people

to ensure as far as we are able, that young people have an
opportunity to participate fully in the life of Church and
nation

to encourage women to play a full part, not only in their
homes, but in Church and comminity, working alongside men
as Christians and as citizense ‘ :



