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YOUNC RECORDERS.
Aims.
L. Write regularly to Aunt Mat.
2. Read the paper right through.
3. Interest the others at home.
4. Get a new subscriber.
Toorak, V.,
Oct. 14th, 1926,

CGiod that.made the stars,
The earth, the sky, the sea,

God that made the flowers
Careth for me,

My dear girls and boys,

September and October are very busy
months in the garden, seeds to be
sown, seedlings to be planted out, and
lots and lots of other things to be done.
Every day more and more flowers are
coming out—it’s a lovely time! [ ex-
pect most of you have gardens whether
you live in the town or in the country,
and are very keen about them. What
kind of flowers do you grow or do you
like vegetahles best? Those of you
who learn botany at school must find
your gardens more interesting still,
because you iearn to really look at
plants and flowers and see how very
wonderful they are.

OF course we've got to dig and weed
and water if we want our gardens to
stay nice; we can’t just admire them
and do nothing, but the work is good
for us too. Do you know Rudyard Kip-
ling’s poem about the Camel’s Hump?
How he says—

“We all get the hump, the camel and

lions’ hump,

The hump that 15 black and blue,"
and advises us

“To take a spade and a shovel also,

And dig till you gently perspire.’”’
[t's a grand thing to do, to get right
outside among the plants and work.

I was in the Melbourne Botanical
Gardens a few days ago; they are so
lovely, lots of flowering bushes in full
bloom, azealeas, rhododendrons and
magnolias, roses just coming out, and
there were lovely cinererias all down
one long border. ~ What big names I've
written—do you know them all? You
should see the wisteria there, too, it
is perfectly lovely, climbing every-
where, it’s beautiful blossom even far
up in tall trees,

Now is the time for wild flowers, too,
and that’s where you country boys and
girls score. I do think our wild flowers
are beautiful, and I am told that we
have more flowering native shrubs than
any other country in the world. But
after all, we who live in town, can 60
to the Botanical Gardens and see the
wild flowers, but we can’t pick them.
I do hope that you are all kind when
you do pick wild flowers, and pick them
carefully and don’t pull them up by
the roots.

Will you find for me where Jesus
speaks of the “lilies of the field,” and
can you tell me what the Rubrics in
the Prayer Book are, and why they are
called that? -

I want to thank Dorrie for her very
interesting letter. She tells me that
shearing 15 just beginning, so that they
will all be very busy. She also says
that she and her amily attend tf‘l’C
Highton Church, which™ was blown
down in the tornado some months ago.

At the end of this letter there is a
true story sent to our page of the
“Australian Church Record” by a
grown-up? Isn’t it nice to think that
grown-ups read our page? All the more
reason why we should read their pages,
and that is one of our aims as Young
Recorders.

[ am, yours affectionately,

S ——— by

Correct answers to last week’s questions ¢

The words “made a member of Christ’”
are to be found in the Catechism,

How often should we g0 to Church? As
often as we can, at least once a Sunday.
On what other days should we specially try
to go to Church? In Holy Week (Good Iri-
day), Ascension, Christmas, on Saints’ Days,
and any time we have need and on birthdays,

A small award will be given at the end of
the vear to all who send in suffic ient answers.

P R
A TRUE STORY,

There was a thunder of ponies’ hoofs
on the sun-baked ground, mingled with
the joyous sound of children’s merry
voices, as George, Margaret and Jim
came galloping over the paddock” at
the back of the homestead in response
to the sound of the tea-bell,

Saddles and bridles were hurriedly
taken off and each pony caressed and
thanked for the lovely ride and sent off
to it’s feed, :

*“Come on, Jim, hurry up, we'll he
late for tea, and we have to wash our
faces and hands yet.” While the chil-
dren were out riding nurse had heen
making new face towels, on which she
had embroidered the children’s initials
(G., M., and J.) in bright red. Jim
was first to notice them and said, ‘1
think T am a lucky boy because [ have
‘]’ for my itial, and ‘]’ stands for
Jesus Who was the very bestest man
that ever lived.” Margaret looked
very thoughtful for a second and then
said, “‘Look at my lovely hig ‘M, and
it stands for Mary, and ‘she was the
Mother of Jesus, and was a very, very
good woman,”’ and, “Oh,” said
George, “My ‘G’ stands for God, Who
was Jesus’s Father, and He made
everybody, and everything.  Aren’t
we all lucky?”

All this was followed by vigorous face
washing and brushing of hair, then,
with shining faces and smooth hair, all
went to the nursery where Grace was
said, and after a hearty meal all went
off rabbiting,

That night three little people, when
they said their prayers, thanked God
for the beautiful day they had had, and
especially for the face towels with such
good initials,

B.C.M.S. Report,
The third year of the Bible Churchmen’s

Missionary Society records an advance all
along the line. The total income of the
Society has increased from £29,411 in 1924
to £35,304 in 1925 and, judging from the
lists, it is clear that a nefwork of organisa-
tion spreads over the entire country, It has
increased the circulation of its magazine—
“The Missionary Messenger’’—from 5,000 a
month to 7,800 and makes a net profit on its
sale of £184.
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The Convention of 1926.— The Australian
Church Record” made arrangements
have representation at the Press Table,
and the account in the paper is specially
compiled for our readers, who will
understand the necessity of  omitting
much of the ordinary reading matter
We are not presenting a “lansard” 1
port of speeches, which might interest
only the speakers. Our aim is to illus-
trate the chief features of the Bill by
what was said and done.

The Text of the New Constitution.—Th¢
most vital portions of the new Act con-
stituting the Church of FEngland in
\ustralia will appear in nest issue

Ceneral Synod.— Reported in next issue
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['o listen-in is not to worship with.
* - *

The Hobart “Mercury” gave long
reports of the Rev. T. €. Hammond’s
lectures.

x *

Bishop Hay says that if the Christian
Church was alive it could break the
drink evil m a few years,

#* * *

You pay ld or 13d a day for your
daily newspaper. “The Australian
Church Record” costs vou only 2d a
week,

: ¥ * * . 5
[mitation 1s the sicerest form of
flattery, we are told. So we are pleased

to see a certam parish paper copyimny
the style of our special head-blocks.
£ + *

No other paper, church or daily, pr
vides you with the position of vou
Church as this paper is expressly dc
signed to do

’ » »
CAMLS. Federal Council met in Syd
ney during Synod to consider its own
Draft Constitution, for C.M.S, also is
at a constitutional crisis.
* * *

In Melbourne the Rev, C, L. Crossley
hravely told the Rationalist meeting
that most of them did not know what
was being taught them. They were
just as gullible as they accused church
people of being.

* *

Bishop James is announced as hay
mg expressed a wish not to he

rded”; perhaps “‘belauded,” too.
“The Herald,” Melbourne, says he
thus achieves respect from non-Angli
cans. We may add, many Anglicans
also.  This good habit is growing.

Yet another Melbourne vicar offers
fullest facilities for our representative
to canvass n his parish for the paper.
Miss Vance's efforts were referred to
by him as helping to fill the breach,
which some clergy alone could not dn
to keep the Church in touch with th:
l]ljlll‘ll‘.

3 » ¥

Great sympathy 1s felt for Mr. W, E
Greenwood, M.LLA., Victoria, in his
business disaster. He was pressed by
his creditors at a difficult time. His
Parliamentary integrity and his ear
nest devotion to moral causes have
marked him, perhaps, with regrettablc
result,

-

Convention Jottings.

12th October, 19 a date now full
of historic interest and importance to
every churchman,

® * ®
he Convention took a long time in
convening.
a * *

125 to 44-—the frequent record of
voting power in the Convention. s it
a “‘block” vote?

*® # *

96 clauses in the Draft Constitution
Bill of the Church of England: 112 in
that of the Commonwealth of Australia.
The former much more complex and
difficult.

* X *

Is it easy to mislead the episc opate?
“Not that” way,” protested the clear
voice of the Primate, as the reverend
bearer of the pastoral staff led the
procession in a wrong direction.

* * *

A Dblind representative (from Tas-
mania) devotedly attended all the sit-
tings.  Was he the only one in the
Convention ?

“Loud speakers’ are an advantage
& Synod, They quickly gain the ear
of the House, though they do not
always retain it.

P * *

Limitation of length of speeches to
half-an-hour. What a relief! What a
kindness to speaker and to hearer!

* * *

"I should hope never to take half-an
hour. But one never knows what may
happen.”—Mr. D'Arcy-Irvme.

* * *

At the previous Convention one able
lawyer spoke for three and a half hours
at a time. But he was speaking for a
Illll’[”l.\".

’ * *

“Not by counting heads, but by pro
during a document which will appeal to
all Church people in Australia.”-—Mr.
Mann, in Convention.

* * *

“Lest we try to get done before we

have done well,”—Mr, Mann,
- * -

Overheard at the Convention Garden
Party: One lady, deploring that a germ
had robbed her of her voice; said her
companion, “You should go to the
Convention. Some of the representa
tives might catch it!”’

* * *

How may the lesser include the
greater? In a Bill which allows to
small dioceses a disproportionate rep-
resentation in General Synod,

*® * *

The Episcopate having upheld 1ts
monarchial rights in the new Consti
tution, now faces the test of time.
But what does history tell us?

* * L4

What if the country bishops were to
demand Anglo-Catholic ritual to be
carried out by all their clergy? Some
do already, under diocesan use.

* * *

“He did not believe in verbal inspis
ation; not even in the drafting of the
Constitution Bill."—Bishop Long, in
Convention,

* * *

“You may ride a tiger, but the diffi
culty is you cannot get off”’—a Chinese
proverb quoted by the Dean of Syduey
to refer to the risk of consenting to
dangerous provisions in the Bill.

* * -

Merely to affirm continuance of the
“‘character”” of the Church of England
1s too indefinite and too undefinable, in
the sense that anyone can define it
as he plea

* * M

Archbishop Riley, the Grand Old
Man of the Convention, very witty,
quite ““ad populum” in a peculiar way,
most loveable and admirable, and quite
delightful when he avowed that if the
Church of England followed Lord Hali-
fax and accepted the primacy of the
Pope, “I'm not going to stick to it.”
e had been in churches in London,
and did not know where he was!




The Australian Church -Record.

October 28, 1926.

The World Call to the
Church.

is being answered by

THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY

whose workers are in Australia
(among the Aborigines),
Japan, China, India, Palestine,
Egypt, The Soudan, Uganda,
Kenva Colony, and Tanganyvika Territory
We need Offers of Service and Cifts of
Money.

Contributions 1 be sent to any of our
Branches:
192 Castlereagh Street, Syvdney
Cathedral Buildings, Melbourne,
70 Rundle Street, Adelaide.
81 St. John Street, Launceston

WHAT THE BUSH CHURCH AID
SOCIETY IS DOINC.

It has provided and supports wholly or in
part
18 workers cngaged in a real Bush Ministry
as Missioners, Nurses or Deaconesses,
n remote areas.
It has 4 more workers rcady to go out on
location
It is training 13 candidates who are pledged
to service in the Bush
In conjunction with above it maintains a
Mission Hospital, Children's Hostel out-back,
a4 Sunday School Correspondence System,
and two Mission Vans,
I'hat is its contribution to the Church of
England in Australia

WHAT ARE YOU DOING?

In our need we appeal to Church people
for generous support,

Send to Rev. S. J. Kitkby, B.A.. Organis
ing Missioner, Diocesan Church House,
George Street, Sydney

The name

*VICTOR"

on a piano is a
guarantee of quality.
It has proved itself
the most reliable
and dependable
piano in Australia.

Write for Catalogue.
Sold on Easy Terms,

PALING’S

338 GEORGE STREET
SYDNEY
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THE THOUCHTS OF COD.

“My thoughts are not your thoughts,
saith the Lord.""—1Isa.

It is said that Kepler, having discov-
ered and formulated the Laws of Plan-
etary Motion, fell upon his knees, al-
though not till then a professed believ-
er, and exclaimed, ‘“My God! I have
been thinking Thy thoughts after
[hee.” We deemn it a wondrous privi-
lege to be allowed to enter into the
mind of a Shakespeare, of an Edison, a
Marconi. How transcendent a wonder
that we should be permitted to share
the thoughts of God! TIn just the pro-
portion in which we avail qurselves of
that honour is the depth and range and
value of life. Life 1s thereby at once
redeemed from the common-place. A
travelling tinker embodies his  know-
ledge of the thoughts of God in the
“similitude of a dream,’’ and his book
15 translated mto well-nigh every lan-
guage of the world!

Those Thoughts are Expressed in
Nature,

Always have there been men who felt
that Nature was one manifestation of
the mind of its Maker. ‘‘The heavens
declare the glory of God,"” wrote one,
“and the firmament showeth His han-
dywork.”  ““The m\mlnl(' things n
Him," affirmed another, “‘are clearly
seen being understood by the things
that are lIhI(l(‘ even His éternal power
and Godhead.” .

Alike in the wfinitely great and the
miinitely ittle may be traced the direct-
mg Mind: in both are seen order, sym-
metry, the adaption of means to ends.

And yet, were Nature the only ex-
pression of the thoughts of God we
should be unsatisfied. For in Nature
are dark, tragic, my sterious facts, per-
sistent, disquieting, perplexing, Let it
be said in passing these facts have, by
certain popular writers, been emphasis-
ed and exploited m a manner which is
scarcely mgenuous, and justice has not
been done to other and opposite con-
siderations, Thus Wallace writes: ““The
popular idea of the struggle for exis-
tence entailing misery .\ml pain on the
ammal world is the very reverse of
truth. What it really brings about is
the maximum of life, and the enjoy-
ment of life, with the minimum of suf-
fering and pain.””  One visiting a hos-
pital for the first time in his experience
might stand aghast at the cruel instru-
ments set out in the operating theatre,
but 1t would be unfair, while calling
attention to these, \\1|lnll\ to omit all
mention of the unwearying skill and
unselfish devotion which wielded them.
More healthy in Emerson’s attitude
“All T have seen teaches me to trust
the Creator for all T have not seen.

And in Human Life.

Thought normally finds expression in
words, and it is significant that after
St. John’s intimate companionship with
the Lord Jesus his experience was
sunnnu! up in one pregnant  verse,

“The WORD became flesh, and dwelt
amongstus . . . full of grace and
Iruih 7 While another declares that

“God at the end of these days hath
spoken unto us in His Son.”” That i IH,
all Christ was and did, and is and i

L

i

willl

LT
N i A

doing is the expression of the thoughts
of God. *‘Jesus Christ,”” wrote Pascal,
‘‘is the Centre of everything and the
Object of everything, and he

knows not Him knows nothing of the
order of the world and nothing of Him-

self.”

And Are Recorded in Scripture.

\n_early Pope defined Scripture
Cor Dei in verbis Dei,—the heart
God in the words of God. The apos-
tolic missionaries went far and.  wide
preaching “‘the Word,” and the Gos-
pels and Epistles embody that preach-
mg. A study of the record corrohor-
ates the assertion of our text, “‘My
thoughts are not vour thoughts.”

us see,

Man thinks of God as Destiny
Implacable—Austere—a Despot.  The
Lord Jesus reveals Him as Father,

Man thinks of himself as an insignifi-
cant atom infinitely beyond the mli« i-
tude of the Eternal (m(] God's thought
15 for otherwise. ‘‘God so In\ul the
world that He gave . Hv
loved ME and gave ||II|)-|1| for ME.’

Or man's llmngh s of himsell s
marked by a smug \r‘]f(un|pldu‘n"~,
which knows no need of a Saviour, and
scoffs at a Cross. God thinks of him
as of those of whom He declares,
‘There is none righteous, no, not one.
.+ . Allhave sinned and come short
of the glory of God.”

Sin, in the thought of man is a trif
a ‘‘regrettable incident.” To God
s “‘the abominable thing that T hate.
Or sin 1s ineffaceable, unalterable, un-
frvr-fi\;xl»le

‘The moving finger writes and hav-
ing writ
\lu\:s on; nor all your piety and wit
‘an lure it back to cancel half a line,
\m all your tears wash out a word
of it.

[hat is the thought of man, Here is
God’s:—*‘Having forgiven us all tres-
passes . . the blood of ]«‘»m
Christ His Son cle sanseth us from al
sin."

Man's thought cannot rise above
aw: God’s heart delights in Grace,
Contrast these, Thel ate Roman |1u—
olic Bishop of ‘Salford in his will:
bequeath all my sins, trn»»
gressions and offences to my kind and
generous friends, to he atoned for and
satisfied to the best of their power hy
prayers, masses, alms and other good
deeds.”  God in His (.n%pt} By the
deeds of the Law shall no flesh be jus-
tified in His sight justified
freely by His grace Ilnt-u”h the re: \Inmp-
tion that is in (Inhl l<~1|~
Their sins and iniquities will T remein-
ber no more. . . ., Where remis-
sion of these is there i1s no more nffvr»
mg for sin!!”

Oh the peace for ever flowing
From GOD'S THOU (n”l\ of His
own Son;
Oh, the peace of simply knowing
Al upon the Cross was done,
“My thoughts are not your thoughts,
saith the Lord.”
G.EW.

Prayer brings true significance into yvour
relations with every one, prayer brings power
into_them, for it brings God into them,—
G. Congreave

October 28, 1926
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The ( ons muhon of the Church of England in Australia.
THE CONVENTION OF 1926.

HIS notable Convention of repre

sentatives of every diocese in the

Commonwealth was held in the
(’lm]r!(r House, (iwl'r« St., Sydney,
on Tuesday, October 1926, and was
followed by General \\n-ul which legis
lated on the decisions of the Conven
tion.  No flashlight photographs or
verbal descriptions which filled the col-
umns of the secular press, or vivid con
versational accounts of numerous visi
tors, can do full justice either to the
scene or the occasion. After an im-
pressive service not affected by an or-
nate procession or by copes or mitres,
and after a moving sermon by Arch-
bishop Lees, the Convention gathered
in the afternoon. The Episcopate, in
full force, excepting the Bishops of
Wangaratta, Ballarat, New Guinea and
North West Australia, and making an
imposing array, brilliant in scarlet
1h\“”l\ lVll)("\ (Il cerise or ’)lll')l(‘ cas-
sock, oc nplul the dais. The roll-call
was made by the newest bishop—of St.
Arnaud, not so young lookir
of his seniors on the Bench.

as some

The floor of the House was occupied
by the clerical and lay representatives
sitting at the tables arranged in rows
at right angles to the platform In
consequence of their numbers the rep-
resentatives were inconveniently ‘crow-
ded, and it was quite impossible for
some of them to speak with hope of
being heard, unless they took a sab
bath day’s journey and forced and
threaded their way to the platform.
The House of Representatives, as
usual in Synods, was content to pre-
sent the drab appearance pertaining to
ordinary street attire. There were but
two who broke the monotony of view;
Dean Crotty, of Newcastle, appearing
in the glory of a doctor’s gown
by Masonic brethren, and “F
Kemp, as he is called, of Goulburn Com
munity, arrayed in monastic habit
Two Coadjutors-Bishop, Le Fanu, of
Brisbane, and the newly consecrated
Bishop D’Arcy-Irvine, Sydney, took
places as elected representatives

The Council chamber was well lll and
ventilated, but it evidently is not the
easiest auditorium in the world, and
several speakers, including preachers,
too, forgot the kindly and helpful in-
junction of the President, practically
the advice of Canon Fleming in his
book of preaching, to “‘bridle the chin.”’
[iven Bishop Long's strong voice at
times was ]n\\(lul “I was afraid 1
was bellowing, because of the echoes
of the hull‘]mg

As seems inseparable from delibera
tive assembles the Convention, having
started late (on Tuesday afternoon)
spent, or wasted, much valuable time
in deliberating on procedure before
attacking  real |1u~|nvss. Then,
strangely, a section of it manifested
small desire to be de h)n‘mle seemingly
wanting to rush the Imsmess conscious
of its power to do so. It took all the
steadiness of convinced and resolute,
even if at times objectionably persis-
tent, tenacity of the much criticised
Sydney representatives to hold the Con-
vention to a full and reasoned discus-
sion of the most fundamental issues of
the Bill of the future Constitution of the
Church in our land. For this the whole
Church owes them a debt of gratitude,
and, though it was not always evident
Yhdt all sections of the Conventign
appreciated their efforts, the wise and
generous tribute which Bishop Long
made, when in charge of the Bill, in
his own deep recognition of indebted

ness to “‘Sydney,” and supported in
this plea by Archbishop Lees, Dean
Hart, Archdeacon Hindley, and Mr. L.
V. lllqu~, all of Melbourne, consider
ably smoothed away the irritation and,
as debate progressed it became clear,
through the final acceptance hy other
leading debaters that, after all, the
Sydney alternative Bill had much of
common sense and legal fitness i its
favour.

['his most striking feature of unan
imity was further manifested as pro
gress was made. At first no one could
guess or imagine what this gathering
from every diocese would in “‘its amal-
gamation’ decide to do. ““‘Quot hom-
mes, tot-=-."" So many different walks
of life were represented, sheltered
recluse, busy parish priest, monarchial
episcopus, harassed legislator, erudite
lawyer, practical business man, coun
try farmer, school-master, shire secre
tary, engineer—we must ‘‘stop at the
word"” “*poorman’’ in the familiar jingle
for all were equal in honest life and
mtense desire for the greatest good of
the greater life of the Church of Christ
in our land. It was into this complex
and varied Convention that the Bill
was thrown. Who could foretell its
fate? Many a churchman prayed, apd
many studied, on behalf of tens o
thousands of  people, represented
m Convention by their delegates, and
affected in the issue not a little, There
fore, the folly of any casual reader of
these lines in saying the Convention 1s
of no interest to hita or her. Therefore
the wisdom of a well-instructed laity
taught in the history and doctrine of
the Church of England in England and
Australia.  And, therefore, also cau
tion in decision.

Anything was possible I'he Bill
might have been rejected, or so
amended as to become assured of final
negation by the separate dioceses, who
have now to consider what General
Synod has authorised to be placed be-
fore them. For this next vital step
our prayers are still needed. But gone
for ever is any difference of opmion
regarding the advisability of dealing
with our varied diocesan legal consti
tutions and bringing them mto line,
Gone is the ghost of the Legal Nexus,
and the hng(\ of breaking with Eng-
land. As often pointed out in these
columns, we long ago broke with Eng
land, and are free as separate diocese
to do what our individual mmtﬂu!mn
permit. But the proper desire to-day
of every diocese in the Commonwealth
is that, like our several States, all the
dmu\\\ seek to join in one, and spe ak
all together as one Church in the Com-
monwealth of Australia.

There was a threatening appearance
of a decided ‘‘block” vote, so often did
the count run about 125 to 44, Yet
skilful pilotage, tactful presentation,
gracious concession and gentle ur
gency brought the great Convention
mto a happy frame and united vote.

To Men of Cood Will.

HE Presidential address informed

us of the purpose and authority

of the Convention. It was gath-
ered for ‘'the yet better government
of the Church.”” It was not authorised,
as Synods are by the legislation of the
Church. It was called by the Primate,
in his capacity of head of the Church
in Australia, acting on the express
desire of (ggral Synod, It was con-
fessedly a “\ of difficulty, but Con-
vention was encouraged by hope of

““‘what can be done by men of good
will, guided by the Spirit of (God.”
“Mutatis mutandis,” and we are back
again to Cranmer and the Reformers,
not to make a new Church, but to re
form in some measure the Old one
‘“Most  scrupulously and absolutely
fair’ was Bishop Long’s tribute justly
to the Primate,

There was some doubt at times of
the strength of the good will towards
certain details and certain speakers
As Convention went into committee,
the judicial and dryly humorous chair-
man (Bishop Stephen, of Newcastle)
conspired with the frank and robust
presentation of the Bill by Bishop Long
in a ‘“‘splendid spirit of conciliation,”
as the Dean of Sydney said, to bring
out a little more markedly as time went
on that underlying unity. What if many
were Anglo-( atholic and some were
Protestant, and others neither, did not
all desire the Constifution? Thus was
shown the essence and pride of Angli
canism, that we are not to be ||Hil-\1|l“,
in our divergence of « pinion.  Besides,
did not the President say, in the one
|mmu1uu\ touch in his (|4I<lu“ that
“churchmen were presumably reason-
able beings’'—presumably, note you.

The Precentor’s clear lead in the
daily devotions must be accorded rec-
ognition as contributing to more than
musical harmony.

Over the Hurdles,

THI figure of speech was provided

y a respected member of the
Iluuw And there were some
fairly stiff hurdles. And some of the
jumps required a long run beforehand,
and more than one attempt. ['o
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change the metaphor to the Presi-
dent’s, the Bishop of Bathurst “pulled
the labouring oar.” It must have heen
a great relief for him as difficulty after
difficulty was passed without provoking
agitation. [t meant on his part, adap-
tation, concession and repeated appeal
and almost wearisome re-iteration. He
well deserved all the hearty recognition
he obtained from all sides for his care-
ful and tactful pilotage.

Another metaphor.  That veteran,
Archdeacon Whitington, of Hobart,
despite difficulty in hearing, frequently
showed his legal training. He drew
“first blood”’ in the discussions and
maintained a brisk regard throughout,
at times expressing agreement with
the much criticised “‘Sydney’’ pro
posals,

The Dean of Sydney early referred
to a stiff hurdle when he raised the
question of democratic rule in the
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Church versus the Episcopal veto, More
than one layman, and not from Sydney,
gave expression to democratic 1deals.
Related to this was a matter of pro-
cedure.  Should the House of Bishops
vote before the others voted and what
effect would it have? “Hardly any lay-
man in Australia who would not like
to know what we think before he
votes,”  said Archbishop Riley—a
doubtful statement. And a leading
Senator, Sir A. Gould, immediately ex-
pressed the mind of many who do not
speak. He thought the laity should
not be guided by the bishops in these
matters, in the best interests of the
Church.

Did Bishop Long approach nearer
the solution of the crux in saying:
““The true source of authority is not in
priest or people, but in God”? Or, is
it, Vox episcopi, vox Dei? But if the
Church is not a democracy, neither is
it the opposite.

Another hurdle, of a minor kind, was
the question of considering the Alter-
native Bill fathered by the Sydney dio-
cese,  “‘If Sydney had gone to the
trouble to prepare another Bill, why
should it not be considered?’’  After
much hostility had been shown the
Alternative Bill was permitted to be
“laid on the table” to be referred to
as desired in debate. Archdeacon Hin-
dley said Archbishop Riley had ex-
pressed the mind of the diocese of Mel-
bourne. The time had come for the
formation of a national Church, but
there should be no change in the stan-
dards of the faith and doctrine of the
Church of England,

Town Versus Country.
_RCHDEACON BOYCE, of Sydney,

another veteran, 84 years of age,

drew attention to the preponder-
ating place accorded to the smaller
dioceses.  Whatever the Bill provided,
the smallest diocese would always
equal the largest in the House of
Bishops, a missionary hishop’s vote
being equivalent to an archbishop’s,

[hat a combination of small country
dioceses could force, their will in Gen-
eral Synod on the largest centres was
plainly shown in the Convention. There
are 25 dioceses in Australia; 20 of the
smallest of them could force much
more than half the Church of Australia
to become Anglo-Catholic under cer-
tain clauses.

Archdeacon Hindley, who gave an
historical survey of Church Councils,
instanced what ‘‘clever committee
work” by a minority did to turn the
Church Arian in the days of Athan-
asius,  Such could be done again in
our Synods, unless we were very care-
ful.

Ihe Rev. C. L. Riley, of Perth, son
of the Archbishop, is always an attrac-
tive speaker, and his impassioned
oratory is likely at the time to carry
his hearers away. This was noted in
his plea that smaller dioceses deserved
greater proportion of representation m
General Synod hecause they had novel
and difficult problems. > problems
of the great cities were the ordinary
world-wide problems, and methods
concerning them were known to all.
But it was otherwise with the vast and
ever-changing ‘bush.”’  “We meet here
as Christians, and not as a voting
machine,”’ he said.

A strong argument was put up for
the synod representation being on a
Church population basis.

Archdeacon Davies, Sydney, said the
laity of the Church were under-repre-
sented in the present General Synod,
and he neatly turned a tribute to
Bishop Stephen's Moorhouse Lectures
on Democracy. The basis should not
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be that of its number of persons who
make communion,

Convention rejected a *‘Church popu-
lation” basis, and a “communion”
basis, and retained, with amended
graduated scale, the present basis of
“number of clergy.” lach  diocese
will now send one representative for
every 15 clergy it contains, but after
that the scale is graduated.  Next
issue will show the numbers,

It was evidently thought by some
speakers that if large dioceses were
dissatisfied with their representation
they should divide into two, and  so
increase their proportion,

Mr. Minton Taylor, who, despite
some noisy protests, asserted, ‘“‘my
point is right,” urged that because
Synod had plenary powers the larger
dioceses should have fairer represen-
tation,

The Dead Hand.

HE phrase was first inserted into
* debate by Archbishop Riley in
reference to the legal bond by
which most dioceses were linked to
the State, others, like his own, being
free under a ‘“‘consensual compact.”
The Bishop of Goulburn, a frequent
speaker, caustically referred to the
“tenacious attempt to cling to the law
in defence of the Gospel,”” but almost
at once reminded us that we cannot
have liberty without law. He thought
the liberties of the whole Church would
be guaranteed if the large dioceses
divided into several small ones adding
to their representation in General
Synod thereby. 1926 was the greatest
vear of the Church in Australia since
1850, when the beginnings of General
Synod were laid. In the last resort the
Church must rule and the diocese must
submit, for a diocese cannot exist or
function without the Church. It may
go its own way till an election of its
bishops, and then it would come to an
end if the episcopate refused to conse-
crate | If it was not a threat, at least
it raised visions of the effect of the
new constitution in South Africa.

Archdeacon Whitington introduced
and repeated a catchy phrase—*the
circling centuries,” in supporting the
plea that the less Convention legislates
on doctrinal matters the better, be-
cause of the wrong impression that it
was organising a new church. He
agreed with the Sydney Bill because 1t
omitted Declarations,

The chapter of Declarations of Faith
and Order aroused opposition from
various other quarters, the Deans of
Sydney and Melbourne agreeing here.
Mr. Minton Taylor, whose conciliatory
and clear expressions throughout won
him acceptance in all directions, said:
Declarations fail in any case, if only
formal, they are unnecessary; if more
than formal they are highly dangerous.

The Declarations remained with
amendments. Bishop Le Fanu objec-
ted to their use of the future tense:
‘“This Church ever will hold,” etc.,
etc. It was bad English, and it was a
vain attempt to bind future genera-
tions. Bishop Le Fanu’s proposal
gained never an '‘aye,”’ and he joined
in the laugh against himself,

Bishop Long confessed to being “‘a
bit hurt” when told he was doing a slim
thing in getting this part of the Bill
through as worded. ‘‘No one would
suspect me of juggling with words.”
‘“None of us want to change the doc-
trines of the Church of England.”” The
first statement was undoubtedly true.

The Bishop of Goulburn’s claim for
the episcopate of a mnor papacy was
very effectively qualified by Bishop
Long’s emphatic assertion that a
Bishop does nothing apart from his
priests and a concensus of his laity.
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Archdeacon Hindley challenged the
provisions to allow the Bishops right
of veto in election to a vacant bishop-
ric by the diocese. He was anxious
the episcopate should not be robbed
nor turn robbers, What a roar
greeted the interjection: “If we don’t
trust the bishops, we should turn them
out.” That being impossible, people
in a free country and a voluntary
society, simply go out themselves.
Thus, the penalty awaiting the Church
of England if it errs in discipline or
doctrine. The Bishop of Goulburn
would seek to recover the election to
a bishopric by the bishops as against
a diocese, though he was elected by his
diocese,

The episcopal phrase, “the Dead
Hand,” will become historic, being
capable of manifold application.

When some sensitive bishop objected
to the word “imposed’” in clause 9,
referring to certain duties, Bathurst’s
robustious common sense expressed
itself in an outburst: ‘I don’t object
to the word ‘imposed.” I have a lot
of unpleasant duties imposed on me
now.” (Laughter.)

Democracy.

VIDENTLY definitions of the term

were varied. The discussion of

the word arose over the thorny
question of representation.  Arch-
bishop Lees, ever alert and quick, im-
mediately challenged the correctness
of the statistical returns as not up-to-
date. Further, against Synod repre-
sentation being based on Church popu-
lation Bishop Elsey, of Kalgoorlie, in-
stanced the Royal Show being held in
Sydney in Holy We If the Anglican
population was effective it would sup-
port and carry Archbishop Wright's
annual protest,

Legal Luminaries,

ONVENTIJON owed a great debt to
several capable lawyers,  There
were notably, Professor Peden, of

Sydney Upper House, who was Bishop
Long’s mentor and accessory before
and after the fact; Mr. F. C. Purbrick,
Registrar of Wangaratta, the seconder
of Bishop Long's motion for the Bill;
the Speaker of the Commonwealth Par-
liament (the Hon. Sir Littleton Groom);
Mr. W. J. G. Mann, who was so often
very right when he seemed wrong;
Mr. Minton Taylor, who pleasingly sal-
uted the temporary chairman (the
Bishop of Adelaide) as a former pre-
fect in his school days in Englamd; Mr.
W. E. D. Butler, of Tasmania; Mr. H.
Furner, of Melbourne, and Chancellor
of Gippsland; Mv. E. C. Rigby, als
of the southern capital; the Hon. Mr.
Justice Harvey, of Sydney; and Mr.
I, T. Cross, of Brishane, and others
included ““in the schedule” of worthy
saints.

Dean Hart invaded the legal realm
to enlighten Convention by saying
“inherent’” powers of a bishop were
equal to “‘common law’’ and the enact-
ments they authorised were like ‘‘stat-
ute law.”

Episcopal and Other Amenities,

HE average Australian bishop
seeks to obviate the disability of
his autocratic and distant posi-

tion by exceeding graciousness or
benign naturalness,  The latter was
evidenced many times in lively inter-
change of criticisms of the episcopal
bench. Said “Newcastle,” tersely, to
a senior brother, an archbishop no
less, “You are out of order.” It was
quite amusing to notice the prompt-
ness with which one or another jumped
to their feet to contradict a brother
bishop on some detail,

A very neat and courtly correction
of a member of the Episcopal Bench
was made by a leading layman in the
words, “It did seem your lordship’s
figures were not consistent with the
appearance of things.”

At times the “Noes” shouted their
opinion in a greater volume than the
more modest “‘Yes’s,” which led to
“‘a show of hands” being demanded,
more than once revealing the noisier
‘‘Noes’' were in a substantial minor-
ity.  How much like other matters
outside the Convention!

Bishop Long, once or twice, gave
reminder of his schoolmaster days, as
when he descended to analyse and
parse a participial clause in the Bill to
show it did not mean what some said
it did. Fortunately, he did not inflict
a ‘‘detention’’ on the class; they did
that themselves often enough. ['he
dictation lessons were not very satis-
factory, the class not always listening.
Just like old times.

“I concur,” said an episcopus, “‘Well
[ don’t,” immediately interjected his
neighbour bishop,

“Was it thought a bishop would
wheel clergy about in perambulators?”
asked Bishop Long, in calming fears
that the clerical basts of representation
might lead to packing the clergy of a
diocese and ordaining needlessly,

“1 do not know what my brother
bishops will say,"” pleaded one Arch-
bishop in affirming his independence on
a point.,

[he chairman’s weary tone in put-
ting unnecessary and trivial amend
ments spoke volumes of his own
opinion,

“Nonsense!" to cries of “‘Question!”’
meaning the chairman should stop dis-
cussion and call for a vote. ““Non-
sense! 1 have a right to speak,” and
Canon Baglin, of Melbourne, made
himself Leard above the din which sub-
sided to listen,

“It 1s a question of intelligence. Mr.

1s not out of order, but I repeat,
it 15 a question of intelligence” (as to
whether he should go on to speak).
[he sturdy rep. went on to speak!

Again the chairman (Bishop Steph
en), “Members complain they cannot
hear me, because of the noise. Well,
of course, that's deplorable!”

“The House of Bishops may be con
vened for the consideration and trans-
action of such business as may be
proper.””  The laugh came at Bishop
Long's mock assurance that bishops
would not do anything improper. The
serious objection arose on the point
whether the bishops could function as
a ""House” or simply as a body of the
episcopate. The Dean of Sydney poin-
ted out that already the Primate can
summon the Bishops for decisions.
Canon Garland, who always is virile
and fair, reminded us the bishops as a
body were powerful just because their
decisions had no legislative force. They
would restrict their power if they func-
tioned as a “House’’ of Bishops, Canon
Baglin aptly pointed out that the
bishops could not meet as a “House”
apart from General Synod meeting.

"HE Archbishop of Perth is a_ great
humourist, he 1s also no less a
rhetorician. The latter, if not the

former, can alone explain his burst of
righteous expostulation aimed at cer-
tain speakers in the Convention. He
pointedly asked the Front Bench (Syd-
ney), what it was they feared in the
Bill? However, at another time, Mon-
day, 18th, he boldly objected against
dealing with the powers of General
Synod in a way that involved advan-
tage ‘‘to Anglo-Catholics,” ‘““We don’t
want to narrow the Church like that”!

Sir Littleton Groom, prompt and par-
liamentarian, manifested his ability
Commonwealth H;x('.}]{n), when he took
Bishop Stephen's place for a while.
Later on, on the “floor of the House,”
he made a great oration which, like
nearly all orations, did not carry in
Synod all it said,

Bishop Long pleaded for exclusion
of certain particular amendments in
the Constitution of General Synod.
""Members are afraid someone, some
day, will do something unfair.” Ex-
actly!

Canon Tom Langley said we needed
to assure ourselves that we were not
framing the constitution of a new
Church. The Draft Bill as first put
before them was not likely to gain full
assent in the diocese of Melbourne.

Sir Littleton Groom said he sympa-
thised with Mr. Minton Taylor's” point
of view. “If our Church is to live it
must be by our good faith and mutual
confidence in one another,”

It remained for Canon Langford
Smith categorically to reply to Arch
hishop Riley’s challenge. ‘T am afraid
of this Tribunal. I am not a Modern-
ist, like Bishop Barnes, nor an Anglo-
Catholic, like the late Bishop Weston.
How e we to expect men of Hyshu}l
Barnes’ stamp and Darwell Stone’s to
meet together on an Episcopal Tri-
bunal 2"

Sir Littleton Groom said we have
taken on ourselves to declare what the
faith of the Church shall be. We must
not attempt to stereotype any one
party in the Church of Australia.

If England Errs,
I)IHHUI’ LONG, m one of those illu

minating introductory defiver-
ances by which he prefaced each
chapter of the Bill, and which were
always frank and stimulating, showed
the importance of Synod Representa
tion.  Luke-warm parishioners, take
heed! 1If England’s Prayer Book al
terations violated the provisions of our
Constitution regarding the “character”
of the Church of England, that it shall
never change from the present, then,
we should be free. At present any dio-
cese may accept anything done in
England. Then no diocese would ac
cept until General Synod had done so,
and then the diocese would still be
free to reject if it wished,
Dean Tucker, as an honest cleric of
Ballarat, confessed that if a majority
of dioceses accepted what was wrong
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he would have to consider resigning his
fice i the Church. It would be a
fatal mistake by General Synod if it
thought the great body of Anglicans
were not in sympathy with the present
doctrinal position and were not loyal to
the Church of England as at present
constituted,

An Interlude.

?ﬂ‘llli Convention had a break-away
' more than once. It was the pho
tographer outside, or the “flash-
light”” within, or the “smoke-oh! as
in all democratic stitutions,”’ deman
ded by Archbishop Riley on a hot after-
noon, or it was—what he never antici-
pated—an interval to congratulate him
on the #2nd anniversary of his conse-
cration as Bishop (Monday, 18th Octo
ber, St. Luke's Day). The Primate, as
a Lancashire man, greeted the Arch-
bishop of Perth as another, and the
\rchbishop of Melbourne, also hailing
from the same county, seconded the
resolution, which was supported by the
Archbishop of Brisbane, yet another,
revealing the fact that all the Arch-
bishops of Australia were born in Lan
cashire. Mr. Rigby, of Melbourne, a
descendant of the same county, the
Dean of Sydney, who sprang the joke
on the Convention that he too happened
to be a Lancashire man, and the loved
Registrar of Sydney, Mr. Walsh, be-
cause he was not Lancashire, but Aus-
tralian, completed the array of felicit-
ous speakers.

Archbishop Riley, in  acknowledg-
ment, told how he came out single-
handed to the ““Swan River Settle-
ment.”  His Bishop (Moorhouse, for-
merly of Melbourne), had said: “*I think
vou ought to go.” He had often trav-
elled 20,000 miles a year in his diocese.
He attributed his success to two things:
he always looked upon human beings,
and he had a saving sense of hamour,
[hus he could make even the Bench of
Bishops pass anything!

Of a kind of interlude was the inspec-
tion of the Underground Railway,
through the kindness of Dr. Brad-
field, and the C.M.S. High "Tea on
Fuesday, 19th, to the representatives,
when fine speeches were delivered hy
the Primate and others.

Quite another kind was the Pontificial
High Mass at Christ Church St. Lau
rence, with “special intention,” medi
eval ritual, five bishops in cope and
mitre, and with incense and other ad-
juncts,

Ceneral Synod’s Powers,
I I' was Canon Blackwood, of Hobart,

who advocated that exclusive
powers be given to General Synod
to legislate for all Australia. “The
foundation of civilised life is based on
the \“]l('“““\ of Hl{ll\i([l”ll II])PI‘H('H.“

Sishop Long asked that prevailing
and not exclusive power be given. The
Church in Australia some day will say
she wants a standard in the education
of the clergy.

Canon Jose, of Adelaide, procured a
provision that if a  bishop refused
assent to an ordinance passed twice
by two-thirds majority of his synod,
the matter should be referred to the
House of Bishops, and not to General
Synod, to avoid “‘washing dirty linen
mn public.”

I'he question of the frequency of
holding General Synod was discussed.
Archbishop Sharp, of Brisbane, op-
posed the triennial meeting. But with
the subsequent practical abolition of
Provincial Synods, by making them op-
tional, the burden and machinery of
the Church were lessened.

Dr. Micklem, Sydney, suggested
making Provincial Synods active, and
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General Synods only consultative. With
Provincial Synods operating a member
might be attending five Synods in
three vears!

Archdeacon ~ Whitington, Hobart,
warned the Church to beware of giving
a small body large powers.

Bishop Long confessed to admiring
Provincial Synods enormously—at  a
distance!  He referred to the disas-
trous rivalry between York and Can-
terbury provinces began through the
jealousies of Popes and Kings. He
gave us a good phrase: “One Church
within the encircling seas.”

The Bishop of Goulburn clearly ex
plained the need of some Provincial
Council to deal with the undeveloped
areas i each State.

Dean Hart plainly stated the Vi
torian neglect . of Provincial Synod.
[he Standing Committee of it = was
composed of Archdeacons and Regis
trars—*‘all bishops’ men”; therefore
it was “not a bit of good.” “Call it
a debating society, if you don’t like
1t; or a heart-to-heart talk, if you do.
We have lost in Victoria by the cessa-
tion.”

It was emphasised by Mr. Mann that
the true prmciple was that General
Synod derives its powers from the dio-
cese, and not the diocese from General
Synod as seemed to be assumed in the
Bill.

Tribunals,

ISHOP LONG introduced chapter

-» VI. by another fine oration. M

Minton Taylor, Sydney, rightly
claimed he had never spoken for a very
long time at once, but this chapter VI.
contained one of the greatest danger
As presented, he would not commend
Svdney to come under the Constitu-
tion. Al Britishers were very careful
concerning their Tribunals, and of all
['vibunals the Ecclesiastical is the most
dangerous form imaginable.

Mr. C. Rigby, Melbourne, said
that Britishers object to not having a
right of appeal. The lower the Court
the less it favoured appeal being made
to a higher,

Archbishop Riley preferred the Syd
ney Alternative Draft Bill here, but he
hoped they would not force the Privy
Council decisions on him, for the Privy
Council did not give decisions according
to law but according to policy. Appeal
could lie to the highest Court at home,
but not to the Judicial Committee which
some of you love and I hate!

Archbishop Lees, ever imdependent,
contributed, as in other places, from
experience. He had been present at a
meeting of the governing body of the
newly constituted Church in Wales, He
thought a Tribunal should be set up,
but not at this early stage.

Canon Tom Langley thought appeals
should go straight from the diocese to
the Supreme Tribunal and not through
Provincial Courts.  This was amended.

Privy Council,

Canon T. Langley said he did not
wish to throw mud at the Privy Coun-
cil, but to clean its windows. The set-
ting up of our tribunal meant that ap-
peals would be decided by members of
the Australian Church composed of
Australian ecclesiastics and lawyers.
He favoured starting off afresh from
where we find ourselves now, and de-
ciding thereafter for ourselves, We
should leave the decisions of the Privy
Council as they were and amend them
from time to time to suit ourselves.
The time may come when the ve
ments at Holy Communion would cease
to have the connotation which they
have had in the past, and in such case

we should be at liberty to make any
change we consider necessary.

I'he Dean of Sydney said that it had
to be realised that however much this
convention might wish to get rid of
the decisions of the Privy Council 1t
was not wise that it should do so.

I'he only body which should get rid
of the decisions of the greatest Court
of the world should be another pro-
perly constituted Court,

He thought that the lines of Canon
Langley's suggested amendment would
be the least way out. He felt that we
should not in this constitution mter-
fere with what the Privy Council had
done. He considered that the unity of
the Church was best assured by provid-
ing that our Court could supersede the
decision of the Privy Council rather
than by abolishing them in the arbi-
trary manner provided by the consti-
tution,

Rey. C. H. Corvan (Tasmania) said
that he was opposed to the decisions
of the Privy Council, which is a secular
Court and not a spiritual body. It was
not the same body as was set up in
early times. The early Court was the
Court of Delegates which ceased to
exist as late as 1832,

I'he Primate said he differed from
many questions of the binding effect
of the Privy Council.  He personally
regarded them as binding. He sup-
ported what the Dean of Sydney had
said and suggested that” harmony
shouid be sought, He held the veiw
that the Supreme Tribunal should not
be bound to follow Privy Council deci-
sions, but that such decision should be
regarded as being of persuasive effect.

Mr, Mann (Sydney) said the clause
as a constitution might be regarded
s a constitutional abnormality and that
it offended against British ~Constitu
tional Practice,

Mr. Minton Taylor said he was a
great sticker for Privy  Council deci
sions. - He was not prepared to scrap
entirely the decisions of the Priv
Council hecause they had been regar
ded as having great moral force
throughout the Anglican Communion.
e outlined an amendment of the sec-
tion to provide that any decision of the
Privy Council should he open to re-
view,

The Bishop of Bathurst asked for the
postponement of the clause to enable
him to consider with Professor Peden
the form of words proposed by Mr,
Minton Taylor, and in making the re-
quest he asked further that the com-
mittee should, when the matter again
came up, be prepared to vote without
further debate. He pointed out that
the Church of Wales “nurtured in the
bosom of the Province of Canterbury,"”
guided by some of the acutest legal
and other minds had, in its new con-
stitution, used similar words to that
proposed in the clause now under dis-
cussion.  He said that if the Conven-
tion nsisted on being bound, as was
proposed by the opponents of the
clause, he would carry out his duties in
his diocese, but he would not outside
his diocese, lift up his voice publicly on
behalf of such a Church.

[he proposal was agreed to, - tle
chairman ruling that the main question
had been suffiiciently debated although
debate would be allowed on the amend-
ment,

On resuming, the Bishop of Bathurst
submitted by way of compromise a
new clause reading, “No decision of
the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council or any other Court in England
on any question as to the faith ritual
ceremonial and discipline of the Church
of England in England shall bind any
Court or Tribunal on any questions
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as to the faith, ritual, ceremonial or
discipline of this Church, but noth-
ing - this section shall preclude
any such decision from being cited to
any Court or Tribunal as a persuasive
precedent.”’

I'he new clause was accepted on the
voices. There was remarkable enthu-
siasm shown as Mr, Minton Taylor and
the Dean of Sydney signified their sat-
isfaction with” fhe clause,

History and Canons of Church,

K ECTION 94 providing that  where
any question arises as to faith dis-
cipline or ceremonial the histor
of the Church in England might be re-
ferred to was amended to include
canons, and agreed to. By this means,
were overcome the difficulties arising
on clause 92, which proposed to pre-
serve the Canons Ecclesiastical of 1604,
and which clause was, on the motion of
the Bishop of Bathurst, struck out of
the draft Bill.

The Australian Church Record.

The Prayer Book.

Of\' Convention resuming at 2.50 p.m
on Friday, 22nd, the question of

Prayer Book revision was further
considered, and the Bishop of Bath
urst submitted an amendment relating
to English revision of the Prayer Book,
providing that where General Synod
accepts such a revision the Synod of a
Diocese may if it chooses anthorise its
use, and that no such use shall be made
either in diocese or parish without the
consent of the diocese and the parish.
This amendment, it was considered,
liberalised the previous provisions and
was passed without dissent,

Clause 88, setting up the machiner
for Australian alteration of the Prayer
Book, was agreed to.

Privy Council Decisions,
"HE Dean of Sydney asked Pro
fessor Peden,” through the Chair

man of Committee, if he would
state whether the legal position re-

THE COVERNOR OF NEW SOUTH WALES AND BISHOPS AT THE GENERAL CONVENTION,

First Row

\rchbishop Riley (Perth), \rchbishop Wright (Sydney), Sir Dudley de

hourne), Archbishop Sharp (Brisbane)

Second Row.— Bishop Thomas (Adelaide)

, Bishop Radford (Goulburn), Bishop Wilson

sey (Kalgoorlie), Bishop Long (Bathurst)

I'hitd Row.—Bishop Baker (Bendigo), Bishop James (St
dale). Bishop Ashton (Grafion), Bishop Stephen

Back Row.—Bishop Crick (Roc khampton),

Chair,

Bunbury), Bishop Hals

cil decision, but that Australian Tri
bunals though they may be persuaded
by their force. Further than that he
could not go

Discipfne,

I'he question of how to discipline
bishops arose. Bishop Long said:
“Even bishops, as chur hes, may err.”
I'he bishop should be dealt with by the
bishops as a House of Bishops, and not
by the whole Synod.  The need was
shown in there once heing two rival
hishops in Dunedin,

Bishop Long also answered the ques.
tion as to disciplining the laity as in
olden times. It was not proposed te
do so now, otherwise he would protest
most strongly, though such as Dr.
Irere hoped the church would recover
its power of discipline over the laity
he Bishop of Goulburn wished the
power could be regained to some ex-
tent

Mr. Minton Taylor related that he

\rchbishop  IHarrington L (Mol

Riverina), Bishop

\rnaud), Bishop Cranswick (Gippsland), Bishop Wentworth-Shiel s (Armi
(Newcastle), Bishop tHay (Tasmania)

Bishop Davies (Carpentaria), Bishop Thomas (Willochra)

Privy Council Judgments,

HESE came up again in clause 93,

and the bishop proposed to

treat the decisions as not bind-
ing  but as persuasive precedent.
This Church is not to be fet-
tered for all time by the past
decisions.  Plain, practical common-
sense basis, no living organism can tie
itself up to fixed and ancient decisions.
New light may be obtained. The
Bishop of Gippsland asked what took
the place of the Privy Council as an
authority.

Mr. D'Arcy-Irvine said Bishop Long
had presented the case as strongly as
it could be done,

Sir E. Clarke, a noted lawyer and
Churchman, said the decisions repre-
sented the best procurable from the
highest quarter.  The great Hooker
saw nothing inconsistent with the set-
ting up of courts of which the Privy
Council is the successor. He instanced
names of noted members.

mained as at present until altered by a
decision of a Church Tribunal consti-
tuted under the new constitution,
Professor Peden stated the question
was a difficult one to answer as dis-
tinctions had to be made between ques
tions of faith and questions of law; but
that on questions of law, persons’ legal
rights depended upon the constitution:
that it may be lfmt persons’ legal
rights in Australia may or may not
have been affected by the Privy” Coun-

went back into synodal life for the pur
pose of this Convention, and he faced
1ts questions independently. He there
lore sought a solution. Temporalities
were involved. Al our questions
touched on the rights of property, and
so the courts of the land can never be
closed to a subject of the King. Where
any voluntary society sets up a Tri
bunal it is the same as an award given
by arbitrators, and the Civil Courts
will, as far as possible, give effect to
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its decisions.  He abominated courts
without right of appeal. He sugges-
ted, as was afterwards adopted, a final
court consisting in half of laymen-
iawyers. The Bench of Bishops joined
in the applause terminating this impas
sioned and reasoned speech, and Mr.
E. €. Righy withdrew his amendment
i favour of Mr. Taylor’s.

I'his Supreme Tribunal may consult
with the Consultative Body of Lambeth
Conference

[he Dean of Sydney also gained his
plea for moderating ~language, that
“degradation” be changed to “‘depo
sition,” and the whole clause was
amended.

Another member suggested that the
measure did not sufliciently protect
the “parson’s freehold,” his inalienable
right and independence as an Anglican
priest,

The Bishop of Adelaide had rntual
added to “faith, discipline or ceremon-
1ial" throughout the Bill, as matters
dealt with in the legislation.

Colonel D. D. Dawson (Rockhamp-
ton) brought in the inclusion of lay
officers of the diocese against whom
charges. could lie.

There was long discussion as to whe-
ther a bishop should have power to
over-ride the sentence advised by the
Supreme Tribunal. It was decided he
must get the consent of that Tribunal
befcre doing so.

Mr. Mann objected to a bishop being
made a kind of Court of Appeal above
the Tribunal, and Bishop Le Fanu also
agreed with Mr. Minton Taylor’s objec-
tion.

Archdeacon Whitington is always in-
formative and forceful. He reminded
members that putting great power in
the hands of individuals was not seen
to be uniformly successful in the his-
tory of Christianity.  Bishop Long
craved that the bishop should interpose
not to punish but to save.

Archibshop Riley, with Archdeacon
Hnidley, enquired who would bear the
heavy costs when an appeal was made ?
I'he bishops in England were deterred
[rom taking action against offenders
for this reason.

Property.

I ' was here that Bishop Long gave
vent to a feeling of impatience at
the number of amendments which
howered in on the clause dealing with
trusts, He had previously very warmly
rebuked a bishop for mixing things up
by bringing in a matter they had
passed. He now cried out: “‘Are we
legislating for a gang of crooks?”’

Archdeacon Riley warned members
that provisions in a Bill often have a
very contrary effect in future infer-
pretation,

Bishop Long wanted ‘‘the little bro-
ther” to be remembered—the small dio-
cese which required resort to the Trust
of a greater body to hold its monies.

Canon T. Langley doubted the ability
of the Synods of Victoria to get author-
ity to accept the Acts of Trust of
General Synod. It was here he raised
a vital issue. If General Synod takes

Wood, Goffill Lt

The Leading
® Funeral Directors

Motor Car, Carriage and Drag Proprietors of the Commonwealth
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T STREET, B8Y

to itself such arbitrary powers then
the representatives should be elected
“ad rem,”" for the express purpose of
altering the Constitution in such a way
It could not be said that the present
Convention was quite representative
of the Anglican membership.

On this point the Dean of Sydney
claimed that the 18 dioceses necessary
to accept the Bill should include a
majority of Church members as well as
a majority of licensed clergyvmen.
Under present conditions the I8 dio-
ceses might contain less than one mil-
lion members, and six other dioceses
over one million. He was supported
by Archdeacon Richards, Tasmania,
though for other reasons,

On section 91, the Bishop of Bath-
urst rendered another of those historic
reviews in dealing with “‘the Nexus.”
As his various orations will be more
fully reported i next issue it need
only be said here that he repudiated
any desire of ‘‘severing the Nexus'
with England, clearly explaining the
true position with reference to Canon
lLaw, especially the Canons of 1604,

Archdeacon Whitington said Synod
was greatly indebted for such a lucid
statement. The Canons were still of
use in secular legislation.

A Splendid Spirit,

) \:]L\I' can be best described in
A4 Canon T. Langley’s phrase as

“a splendid spirit of compro-
mise’' actuated the Convention in giv-
ing final shape to many knotty clauses
of the Bill.

Canon Langford Smith, of Sydney,
voiced the feelings of more Evangelicals
than some people suspect, when he
made an eloquent and moving appeal
in speaking on “‘representation.’” ‘I
have done my best to represent and
unite all parties in the Church, and to
sink all mmor matters.”

Colonel Dawson, of Rockhampton,
was right, however, in asserting: “We
can buy peace and unity at too great
a price.”

My strong conviction,” was the re-
peated expression of Mr. Minton Tay-
lor, of Sydney, who, after enduring a
somewhat suspicious reception, won
golden opinions on all sides for his sin-
cerity and courtesy, as well as for his
undoubted ability.  Others, with less
suavity may be, were just as keen to
arrive at a common agreement

Legal Effect,
()N clause 95, “Nothing in the con-

stitution shall affect any Act of
Parliament, the Archbishop of
Perth asked, (1) the necessity for the
clause, (2) whether the Church - was
thereby binding herself to agree to
everything Parliament did in the future.

Professor Peden replied, (1) the con-
stitution ‘‘subject to this constitution”
gave plenary power of self-government
It was therefore necessary to incorpor-
ate the words of section 95 to show
that the Church was subject to the
authority of Parhament, and (2) that
the question was a legal one and did
not commit the Church to any agree-
ment with the parliament’s acts, but it
would not be prevented from showing
its teaching was contrary to Acts of
Parliament and though the Church may
make a spiritual rule it could not give
it legal effect.

Mr. Mann and Mr. Minton Taylor
wished to add provisions to include a
provision to set forth that the consti-
tution should not affect the general
law,

The Bishop of Bathurst said that he
was opposed to the proposal. He was
averse to the Church “bartering her
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liberty.” Tt was difficult to know how
far the proposal would go.

Eventually it was agreed to delete the

clause altogether.
Interpretation,

[he definition clause was passed
after definitions of ““church trust pro
perty,” “ordinance,” and “parish’
were inserted.

Committees,

EVISING and consultative commit

tees were appointed with a view

to revising the draft hill, and
assisting the dioceses in preparing
their necessary Acts of Parliament to
“caver'' the constitution,

The Bishop of Bathurst explained
that there were many minor and literal
alterations necessary before the Bil!
could he finally sent out for considera-
tion by the dioceses and authority was
given, :

Covering Acts.

HE Bishop of Bathurst pointed out

* that the draft covering hill sub-

mitted was only a specimen and

the exact form required was a matter
for the legal advisers in each diocese.

On the motion of the Bishop the
chairman left the chair and reported to
the Convention the passage of the hill
and constitution with amendments.

[t was stated that the bill and con-
stitution would be printed and circu-
lated at as early a date as possible.

I'he Bishop of Bathurst then moved,
‘“In the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Chost, Amen.

‘“We the Archbishops, Bishops and
duly elected representatives of the
clergy and laity of the Dioceses of the
Church of England in Australia and
Tasmania, assembled In solemn conven-
tion in the City of Sydney, in the year
of Our Lord, One thousand nine hun-
dred and twenty-six, recognising the
8ood hand of our God in the planting
and bullding up of the old Church in
this new land, and in the maintenance
of our unhroken unity and desiring ever
to maintain and strengthen this unity,
and desiring now to maintain and
strengthen this unity and to remain al-
ways in grateful and faithful fellowship
with the ancient mother Church of the
home-land, and with the whole Angli-
can communion, and at the same time
to claim and seoure for this daughter
Church all rightful freedom and needful
fellowship in life and work, that it may
the more effectually fulfil its mission
and ministry within this Commonwealth
and the world of the nations, do sol-
emnly record our thankfulness to Al-
mighty Cod for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit in our deliberations, and
commends the result of our labours to
the earnest consideration of the Dio-
ceses of the Commonwealth in the ear-
nest hope and belief that the same spirit
which has guided us to this new experi-
ence of the unity of our Church will
gulde every part of the Church to a
right judgment of the order and good
government of the Churoh of England
in Australia.”’

In moving the motion, the Bishop ex-
pressed the fervent hope that the con-
vention had knitted brother to brother
and made for the solidity of the church.
He hoped that no controversy had
caused any regrets or feeling—he be-
lieved not.

They would remember the work of
many who had left, and he would spec-
ially mention the Bishop of Salisbury,
formerly the Archbishop of Brisbane, "

He paid a glowing tribute to the
work of Mr. Minton Taylor, of the Syd-
ney Diocese, whose whole-hearted work
and enthusiasm had done much to the
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he expressed his satisfaction in having pres- not be arranged as part of the programme
a moment's silent thanksgiving at the oyt Archbishop of Perth, who celebrated at any conferences or gatherings of Toc I

request of the Primate, made a fittmg has 32nd anniversary in the Episcopate on \ustralia; and that it be a recommendation
to all State Executives and 1.(“\1“\ through

145 Commonwealth Street, Sydney.

To Be or Not To Be.

3 3 .uke's Day. « « mvention recently sitting in
EVERYBODY SHOULD KNOW e io,fus of the most imporiant S (b B, o o arh B I oo Al Rronet rori Syt .t conse e son Caulfield Grammar

bishop Donaldson, formerly ' of Brisbhane, aged in conne with sectional or local of woman's place in the Church, By de hn

It is very urgent, because, shortly, it will
be necessary for you to vote regarding altera-
tion to the Constitution of the Church of
En, leading on to the
Revision of the Prlyor Book.

"‘How the Church came to us in Austral

A short account in 32 pages, with 17 illu

trations, of the nn;,lns and nlmngs of our

on behalf of Conven-
tion, pxtwnlt*tl to the Bishop of Bath-
urst .\ml I’rnfewmr Peden each a glfl
, - properly insc uber]
the unsvlh-«h, pmusl.zkmg
able services rendered by t]lf‘m

He was supported in his remarks by
the Archbishop of \Ielbnumo Mr. C
R. Walsh and Mr.

The Bishop of Balhnral and Professor
Peden, who were hoth much touched by
the glfts and the accompanying expres-
sions returned their thanks.,

Votes of thanks to all officers and the
reading of the minutes concluded the

Prayer Book Revision.—The origin and vari
ous Revisions and the chief points in dis

diagram and picture.
"Prlv" and the Puy:r Book.”
1/

Useful in Gonﬁrmnlmn Preplrlmm

Churchmanship,"" 1 ol
7 , explaining necessary

Class, arranged in Question and Answer

Thus ended the most historic gath-
ering of ohurchmen in Australia prob-
ably of all time, thus were fused and
amalgamated the varied catholic Inter-
ests of the anoient churoh, and thus,
as we may hope, are mund in purity
and In perpetuity those fundamental
truths of the Holy Gospel of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ,

Laus Deo.

LADIE}' HOME MISSION UNION

Do vou wish to find ¢

‘‘The Message of Hope,''
taken from the Play per-
formed so successfully,

tama the Buddha contrasted with Chris

‘In the Valley of the Shadow.’
, :‘i(J pages, \\‘i}h :\miqu('

to those in bereave-

hUDP suitable to gi
\’hlh a dedication, and a letter of

Help the Churchwomen’s Effort in aid of
Home Mission Society and
Mission Zone Fund

SALE OF WORK

cimu in Ghuroh.—A\
chism, and not for children only.

Obtainable at the Diocesan Book Depot,
Melbourne, Ballarat,
and Newcastle. and “The Australian Church
Record’’ Office, Sydney,

The Parish Bookstall' Society is a private
Profits are given to various Church
Since 1017 170,000
coplrs have been pnnted and £2000 spent.
Liberal reduction for orders of 12/- and 24/-

Basement, Sydney Town Hall

Friday, Ootober 20th

Official Opening by Mrs.

good work be sing performed by him in Eng
land.

He also extended a welcome to Dr, Har-
rington Lees, of Melbourne, the Bishop of
Grafton, the Bishop of Carpentaria, the
Bishop of Riverina, and the new Bishop of
St. Arnaud

He paid touching tributes to the late Dr
Lowther Clarke, formerly Archbishop of Mel-
Immm and \n]nh acon Samwell, and Mr
W Beaver, clerical and lay secretaries of
Ge m ml Synod.

The Archbishop then explained the new
regulations made for the conduct of and
representation at General Synod, and  the
procedure to be followed in various matter.

I'he question of the Cathedral at Can-
berra is one for the whole Australian Church
Canberra had now come into existence as a
ll\uu., entity.

Canberra is in the Diocese of Goulburn,
and the Bishop of that diocese had been ever
active, and he had not let the matter rest
until he was in a position to report satisfac
tory beginnings. The Church should give
careful consideration to the question of the
erection of a worthy and suitable cathedral
at the national capital,

The question of immigration was a vital
one.  The old land must be our recruiting
ground, and it is in the interests of the
Empire as well as of ourselves that suitable
immigrants of British stock should people
our emply spaces

Reports would be submitted on the allied
questions of the work of the committee of
Iaith and Order and on the question of
reunion,

The Bishop of Bathurst would bring up
for consideration the vexed question of fire
insurance and the profits retained in the
Church funds,

Whether the Synod was called upon to dis
cuss material or spiritual questions it would
be carrying on the great work of the Church.
On the motion of Littleton Groom, sec-
onded by the Archbishop of Perth, the thanks
of Synod were accorded Mis Grace for his
address,

Synod then adjourned till 2.30 on the 23rd
inst.

On Synod resuming, the result of the elec-
tions were announced by the Primate. The
elections resultes as follows :

i 8ynod.—

of
Nine clergymen: Bishops Le Fanu and
D’Arcy-Irvine, Deans of Svdney and Mel-
bourne, Archdeacon J. W. Ward, Canons
Jose, (}.lrl.md Hughes and Port nine lay-
men: Mr. Justirn Harvey, Sir A. J. Gould,
Messrs. F."C. Purbrick, A, E, Ivatt, C. R.

.Ili‘.'l‘

“The above minute, however, shall not
be interpreted as nmxlum with the utmost
freedom of individual members of Toc I 1o
act, in the matter of inter-Communion ser
\1v(~, in accordance with their own personal
convictions or the discipline of their
( hull h.’

(2) This decision was carried unanimoush
and concurring in it non-Anglicans, as well
as_Anglicans.  Such representative non-An
glicans as the Rev. W, D. Jackson, minister
of the Collins-st. Baptist Chuirch, myseit
also, a Preshyterian, concurring in the deci
sion arrived at

It is at once intensely unfair and entirely
maccurate to suggest that the abhove reso
lution refiected at any moment the view
point of any section of Anglicanism in Toc
H. It represented the united conviction ol
us all. It is even more wickedly false to
suggest that any section of Anglican mem
bers of Toc H have at any time been con
erned in anything in the nature of a “plot
to subject our movement to the trammels of
any “‘priesteraft’” or any other impossible
tyranny. Such an attitude has no where,
or at any time, been present in the faintest
measure in the cordial fellowship of Toc I
Australia

3) The above resolution was arrived at
after much prayer and discussion, quite
apart from the merits or demerits of inter
Communion as such. On this matter we all
of us held widely varving opinions. Our
whole point was, however, that just because
our opinions on this matter were so differ
ent, and just because we did not wish to see
Toc H identified with any matter of vexed
ecclesiastical opinion, we determined that
Toc I, as Toc H, could not without danger
to the unity of the movement, allow itself
to be committed as a society to the policy
of holding or encouraging inter-Communion
services at our gatherings, [he entire
freedom, however, of individual members
of Toc I was left, and will be left, untouched
to act in this matter as the resolution says,
in accordance with their own conscience or
the discipline of their Church. Further than
this with regard to inter-Communion, T
L Australia cannot and will not go.
question, moreover, has bheen abundantl
discussed and very positively settled by the
Iederal Council of the whole movement,
consisting of members of all the reformed
Churches, and it is our sincere hope that it
will not be re-opened, for we think that.in
the above resolution we have a policy of
\\Nlmn and an attempt, also, to ‘“‘think
fairly,

THE STORY OF THEIR CHURGCH. continent of Australia, to Salishury, and to his satisfaction at_the gatherings of Toc I in their  respective {{ WOmAan SiraviaEn. in the

May the Guiding Hand of God bless
the work, and may the spirit of unity,
peace um] concord prevail throughout

but not of clerical persons, words
constitution importing the masculine <hal
nclude the feminine,”

The definition having been accepted we
cannot have a female bishop, because in the
constitution the word “Bishop’ is associated
with the pronoun “he,” and although a
Bishop may associate himself with a *‘sh
the like does not apply to the words S
now we shan't have any “bishopesses,”

“But as “laity’’ does include females a lady
may he a parishioner.  Ofter she is more
truly such than her male consort

It would he open to dioceses to allow lad
church-wardens, lady paroc m..\ councillors,
lady “‘synodsmen™ and |ady ')n-—'h.w.unl-
the-others,”  The definition was not allowed
to pass without protest, on mumux statin
that when ladies “come on’ the men )
oft.” e did not add the words “‘with the
ladies,” but perhaps he meant it. althoug!
to be quite frank he didn’t look that was

DAY AND BOARDINC SCHOOL
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Convention Jottings.

. Continued s
“It 15 a great mistake to admit you
don't know. But will someone tell me
what this clause means '~ Archbishop
Riley
. » »

“When our names have worn out of
our tombstones, the effect of the new
Constitution will be felt,”’ said Arch-
deacon Hindley

* » ¥

“I mught organise myself as if 1
were the the Pope,”” Bishop Long’s
peroration to an appeal to stop argu-
mg about organisation. It ended both
speech and argument, and it “brought
down the House."

* * .

“They don’t know they've got to hop
in to move an amendment,”’ the Bishop
of Bendigo had suggested to the chair-
man. ‘I was mtroducing husiness in
the Newcastle method,"” was the dry
explanation to the House

+ # *

“The only afternoon that our distin-
guished visitors can see our harbour,”
so humorously did the dignified Presi-
dent of the Convention make invitation
to the Garden Party at “Cranbrook”
School, formerly  the Governor-Gen-
eral's residence. The function was a
great success, f

. » M

[he weighty and massive bundle of
hooks of reference carried into conven
tion by a noted K.C, drew attention to
the seriousness and thoroughness with
which he followed the debates

¥ % *

What an awkward word “‘dioceses”
is? The Convention disposed of many
awkward things, but not of this,

- L3 -

The humour of the chairman (Bishop
Stephen) was shown when members
became prolix. ‘I have been asked a
question, and have not answered it.
[ hold that as a threat over you." (A
member could ask the chairman to pro-
nounce when he thought enough debate
had been allowed. :

* * *

“I am sorry to speak so often, but
a conscience.”’--Reyv. Canon
rd Smith.

* * *

One speaker in a mock response to
cries of ‘‘Can’t hear!”’ revolved roynd
and round while speaking. But for all
that he was not “Mr. Facing-both-
ways.""

#* * *

“The real crux of the Bill"" was dis-
covered by different members to be in
different places.

# #* L
“For the fourteenth time,’’ interjec-
ted a distant member. The nearer
speaker who caught the chairman’s
eye first was annoyed at the statement,
until the complainant completed his
sentence—"‘I have stood upon my
feet.”

* * *

The President, the Primate, always
calm and dignified, always immaohile
during tedious discussions, always
alert to every detail, always happy in
his deliverances, and always a Presi-
dent,

- - L]

What a debt the whole Church in
Australia owes to the laymen of Gen-
eral Synod, who left their husiness,
travelled thousands of miles, and work
ed hard during long and tedious ses-

sions!
* *

“You are all the people of brains.
We, the mere registry of your bright
ideas.”’—Bishop Long’s facetious sur-

render to sundry proposed amendments.
of the Bill,
- *

““The Honorable Members will . . .
Such was the slip of Sir Littleton Groom
acting chairman; was the language
parliamentary?  His slip was pur-
posely copied by an episcopal speaker
who followed. "And were they not all
honourable men?

» * ;
“After this elusive and illuminating
discussion.”"—One of Bishop Long’s
sallies which provoked a laugh,
* * -

Lhere are some awkward English
phrases in the Bill, but “lawyers have
not to be graceful, they have only to
be accurate,” explained Bishop Long.

* * *

“If the Bishop of Bathurst had been
a barrister he would have been receiv-
ing three or four thousand a year.”
Canon Langford Smith was saved end-
ing his sentence by the chairman’s.
incisive tones, “Might [ ask the
speaker to keep to the point,”

* * *

“The merits of the Bill are Bishop
Long’s.  the demerits mine.”—Pro
fessor Peden’s graceful tribute.

* * *

“"We are a hody of more or less ami-
able people, professing more or less
the same faith.”-Archdeacon Whiting-
ton’s humour, amid serious exposition,

* * *

“With great respect T point out,”
said Archbishop Rilev, “‘that laymen
are not being tried anyhow.” = The
point of the witticism was that some
laymen seemed keen about the trial of
hishops.

¥ *

One of the few slips of Bishop Long.
“Provided they be fifteen years i
standing orders”-—for ““fifteen yecars’
standing in orders.” “‘No wonder I
get mixed!"

. p P

"1 am afraid [ am a bit dense,” com-
plained Mr, Minton Taylor, “‘as to the
meaning of the proposed alterations.
Cried a number of voices all over the
room: “‘So am [.”

* * »

If Convention has less smoke-ohs it
could have completed its labours ear-
lier. It must be the 44-hour-a-week
spirit,

#* * L3

Convention led to the downfall of the
Victorian Ministry, Mr. West, M.L.A.,
heing absent at the Convention when
vote was taken. His presence would
have given a majority,

“In the multitude of counsellors there 1s
wisdom,"’-Proverbs,

OCTOBER.

28th—Thursday—St. Simon and St. Jude
3lst--22nd S, after Trinity.

NOVEMBER.

Ist—Monday—-All Saints’ Day.
7th- 23rd 8. after Trinity.

BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY.

The Bush Church Aid Society has been
informed by the Perpetual Trustee Co., of
.H_v.dm*_\', that a sum of XX) has been set
aside for the maintenance of a nurse or
woman worker in connection with the Society.
This trust has been established by Mrs, K
Donkin, as a memorial to her late husband,
Mr. J. B. Donkin, of Lake Caval Station.

- eee

Owing to this issue of A.C.R. being spe-
cial Convention Number, many reports, etc.,
must be held over.-Ed,
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he procurable.

When Big Brothers welcome Little
Brothers it should not be necessary to
have intoxicating liquor on the tables.

»* * »

By the will of Mr. S. R. Turner, Kil-
more (Wangaratta diocese) receives
£500. . : o

The late Archhishop Clarke, who was
for 17 years in Melbourne, has left an
estate valued at £18,938.

“Grit,” Bert Hammond’s paper, in-
serts an open letter notifying that it
must refuse Anthony Hordern's adver-
tisement because the firm has taken to
selling Alcohol in its big store. Some
G|

- * -

A big store in Melbourne recently

“‘passed out’ a similar proposal. Well

done!
* L3 -

London ‘‘Punch’’ has taken the same
stand as “‘Grit’s.”  We shall laugh
more heartily now.

* . #

Fires at St. Paul’s Cathedral building
works.  Some wag suggested that it
was an elfort to add heat to the appeal.

* * *

Fig-leaf Ball in Brisbane rightly de-
precated by the R.C. Bishop of Bris-
bane. We could wish to denounce a
few other things done,

* * *

Message to Mars by wireless being
attempted. Some of us can go further
that that, but we do not try as often
as we lmghl,

" * *

Whiskey, a Gas Stove and a Turkey,
were among the trifles lately raffled
privately in aid of a Church School.
Such are our educational ideals!

» * *

A Christian Science lecturer writes in
the press claiming the ‘“Science’” is
Christian. If so, why do Churchpeople
who turn “Scientist” give up their
Church?

* *

Quite an historic family of Lyne,
Tasmania, whose Tasmanian founder
landed in 1826, the late Sir W. Lyne,
was first Federal Minister for Home
Alfairs.

* * *

A Bishop’s Consecration Service was
broadcast. Why not a wedding? Be-
cause the latter had an added adver-
tisement and business “‘stunt” quite
lacking in the former,

* * *

The Melbourne “Herald”’ had a long
three column article by Montague
Grover, an Australian who spent five
months in U.S.A. in independent
enquiry mto Prohibition. He is con-
vinced from a business standpoint of
its success there and necessity here.

* * »

A carefully prepared estimate indi-
cates that approximately 100,000,000
people attend Australian cinemas
yearly or about 2,000,000 a week. In
the United States there is one picture
house for every 6,000 of the population,
and in Australia one for every 5,000.

* * *

St. Francis of Assisi was well com-
memorated in Melbourne, St. Mary's
and St. Peter’s, both of Anglo-Catho-
lic style, joined in a street procession,
outdoing the folk who really ‘“‘own’’
St. Francis, though his good points be-
long to us all,

Convention Jottings.

Sir Albert Gould made a strong ap-
peal for a more democratic state in the
Church of England in Australia. The
Laity should have more prominence in
the “‘best interests of the Church.” So
true.

* " *

\delaide diocese distinguished itself
by presenting printed amendments to
the Draft Bill. ~Besides Sydney it was
the only divcese which took pains to
do this. Some others apparently had
hardly considered the Bill.

* ¥ *

Archbishop Riley doubted the efficacy
of Provisional Canons. Now-a-days
every Bishop would do what was right
in his own eyes in the way or ordain-
ing the men he pleased whatever Gen-
eral Synod might decide,

* * *

Archdeacon Hindley advocated the
Canadian Revised Prayer Book. The
oldest clergyman in Canada had said
he could commend the Book because
every Bishop and every Province had
agreed to it. ;

* ¥ *

At one stage Bishop Long marvelled
that there was not an Irishman in the
Convention to say their Church was
older even that the Church of England,
and to quote its new Constitution at the
time of Disestablishment in Ireland.

® ) *

Bishop Long: “We want freedom,
but none of us want to change the
character of the Church as defined by
its great doctrines.” )

* * -

“Are we legislating for a gang of
crooks?” asked Bishop Long in Conven-
flon.

* * *

The next day was reported a deplor-
able and tragic incident resulting from
defalcation of church trust monies,

P # ¥

Archbishop Lees, in Convention, ex-
pressed the hope that we should “‘take
warning from the impossible situation
which had arisen in the newly consti-
tuted church in South Africa.’” It may
be noted that the Church of South Af
rica is almost monopolised by what are
called Anglo-Catholics, to the exclusion
of others.

* * *

Bishop Long in his Convention speech
on the Canons of the Church made a
fine tribute to the work of C.M.S. in
Uganda,

* *

Bishop Stephen, of Newcastle, Chair-
man of Conference, in reply to a vote
of thanks passed at the conclusion of
the Conference for his able chairman-
ship, said: “‘Among those he had to
thank for assistance to him during
the proceedings, were the noble army
of heroes, who gave such an intelligent
vote, but did not rise to give their
reasons for doing so.”’






