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EVER DOUBT—

JR. NorMAN VINCENT PEAI
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FOVFSSSSEENS 00240000000 OATDBRS 8 IS Then | was sent to California to attend college - and for
NEVER DOUBT k. other reasons - and my aunt, with whom | am staying, gave
me some of your sermons tol r@ad.a Catholicut not a
GOD IS ONYOUR SIDE strict one - in fact, | never think of religion - jus; of God.
'Yell, asit is now, | am faced with continuing my drug
Scripture: Matthew 28:20; Romans 8:31; takmg or noAnd | am thoroughly confused - or wasil
Psalm 46:1, 5; Philippians 2:5 tonight.gefoe, igwas so easy to dope up and forget' about

€ank bemg m pnson, to forget about what | might be turning
mto.But then | read your sermon called Start Life New Ever
Morning. In it yousaid, " ... and you must face the bad

] news, because no way of lifeis sound that isn't realistic." And
WHEN you deaWwith the deepest problems of humagt really got me. Y

beings, as any minister does, you are likely to get dareknow ...It will take timé&rank and | are going

very pgiant and moving responses. For example,td freve to be pretty strong in the next f@de glearsto

ceived the following letter from a young woman \gﬁtomar'rled after Frank gets out of prison and, well, we have
n

h t. Sh T Calif ; one on our side - except God. | know it'll be hard, but
GUENICGE QRINEES [SlevNEe SHCImtEalitornia. with God Frank and | are sure to win.

Dear Dr. Peale: Would you pray for Frank and me? Thanks.
| just wantto thank you for what your printed sermons Amrd we 'did pray for them earlier in this service.
doing for me and my boyfriene. are both 17 years old, This girl suggests that God is on her side - and He

only we are not like normal 17-year-olds. My boyfriend is fa : \ ; ; ;
ing a one to ten year prison term for several breaking-jgdctoo' He is on everybody's side. Heis on your side. A

enterings, and | am in California facing the conflict of tdlVgSPaper reportef fecently asked me if JeS_US were on
drugs and choosing a life of drug addiction. - the side of the hippies. My reply shocked him, | think.
Wte”, WL\en Fr?nk, my b.oyfrt'ﬁ”td' I\?Ian in Jal(;dawalrflnﬁ QHe probably expected another answer. "Of course He is
sentence he wrote me saying that all of a sudden he ha ; o "
thinking of God. Thissorta shocked me, because before h “the side of the hippies and qf everybOdy else.” You
had been an agnosSo. | began sending him religious ma>€€, the great fact of human existence is that God loves
terial to read - and from his letters | noticed a change. you. He isr/you. He wants you to succeed. He wants

the best for you. You are very dear to Him.
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time | preached my first sermon. It was in
COPYRIGHT 1969 by FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIANS IniGge ,

This is a recorded transcription of a sermon d Ye rjgland.' a long while ago. The sermon

neously by Dr. Peale at Marble Collegiate Church, ~Was prepared, "but | didn't have it clearly in my mind,

Inggge&gdsesog fpgppggaﬁer,gusrg thr?sz?/Q .Irfeé:f.;ic\)/e h v nﬁhat €S€o death. My father happened to be
| | . . Wi . s 3
pou, youre‘amily and. friends._Simply send nameg__ dri&eyengitp a little anteroom and it was almost

LPh'gOCL to:. Foundation for Christian Living, Paw%rge or dkb@4. go in to the pulpit. | said to him, "Dad,
i
Bl

2
ristian work is entirely dependent upaon vol aify-ﬁor? IDRWIRRE will | say to those people out there?
as no specific charge or subscription p;iceis ma @%E t 6% g ey :
eale's message of practical Christian Iiving.' o

sermons, Your. ggts, ogether with others, make possi
distribution of "Dr. P oD



"What wiII_ you say?" he asked in surprise. "There is certainly did imply that God is a reality."
only one thing to say. Just tell them that God loves them. "Yes, | did."

When you get right down to it that is all there is to SEYYou Tknow Shedsaidl Blaknow nothing about God. Is

'God loves you.'" . e
. . . . y . there actually a God? Whether there is or isn't, | per
Here is a girl with a narcotics habit and here isa bo , _— .
in prison.We sayto them!Never doubt- God is on %nally don't know. I'm inclined to think there has to be

your side." What is your problem? What are you dis some explanation .Of an orderly universe,'but as to this
turbed about? God loves you. He is on your side. ThisP€ing called GOCII' | just don’t know." I|-|e continued, "l am
m;iy seem to be a very simple approach, but we all d@kger young. I've come up fast. I've just be(?n put into
this message. | know | need it. Even the most sophisticated@ Position of great responsibility and, frankly, I'm afraid
people, the most seemingly competent, need it. We all do. Of it. As a boy | was shy and introverted and had an
inferiority complex which | still have to fight. | really
FOR A number of years | have had the privilege, unusual don't know if I can handle myself in this job. I putona
for a minister, of speaking at the national conventions fsbnt, | act as though | know everything, hut inwardly,
many of the trade associations in this country. | think llwant to tell you, I'm shaky - I'm scared."
have covered more trade associations than almost anybody. When | turned and glanced at his face it was pathetic to

These conventions have run all the way from a nationake. "What will | do?" he asked. "How can | get hold
potato-chip association to the National Selected Morticians of myself?"
to the National Germ and Bug Exterminators. For a minutel consideredyiving him some psychoe

Well, on one occasion | spoke in Kansas City to an or logical and psychiatric advice, but decided I'd give it to
ganization known as the National Frozen Food Dealers.him straight, just give him plain, unadulterated religion.

At mostof theseconventionshereare representatives | asked, "Why don't you talk to God and Jesus Christ

from the great banking interests of the country who attend gpout it?"

because of their financial dealings with the various busi "well," he replied, "I am willing, but | have no sense

nessmen who are there. of reality about that. How do you go about doing it any
After speaking at this particular convention | got on \gy?"

a plane togo to Chicago and was sitting by the windowr et me give you a few statements," | offered. "I will

A man came in and took the seat beside me. He wasygite them out. Keep them in your pocket and gradually
very well set up individual, exfcremely well groomed. Heransferthem from your pocketto your mind. When

spoke to me, and we had a Ilttle conversat|c_)r}. It was ®VYou get them in your mind, they will give you a real feel
dent thathe was a man of considerable erudition and ing that God is on your side. And when that happens

ability. Finally he said, "I was at that convention wher il k that H ill hel t t
you spoke this morning. You didn't give a sermon, but you Sli(t))lijlitv;\/”whir::?wwcor?wes etglyoue"p yousfo,acceptamyrespop
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I WROTE out and gave him four short sentences that will When you live close to God and have a definite partner

convince anybody who works with them that God is onship with Him, it doessomething tgou mentally.It

his side. stimulates your mind. Itis a fact that most human minds
First: "l am with you alway." (Matthew 28 :20) | said, are fairly sluggish. know mine is. I've always had a

"He is, too." feeling that there was more creativity in my mind than

Second: "If God be for us, who can be against us?" ever came out, but | was never quite able to get it out.
(Romans 8:31Dnly | told him to use "me" instead of But the mentality of a person is sharpened by God. The
the word "us." more he lives with God, the more he gets illuminations,

Third: "God shall help ... and that right early." (Psalm illuminations like when you are in a black landscape on
46 :5) | have always been interested in that "right early." a stormy night and all of a sudden there is a flash of
It means God will help you and He won't wait. He won't lightning and you see everything sharply revealed. Illumi
fool around. He will give you help right now and as younations of that kind come mentally to the individual who

need it. lives with God. We are told in the Scriptures: "Let this
Fourth: "God is our refuge and strength, a very present mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." That is
help in trouble(Psalm 46:1) a curious exhortation, to have in you the same kind of
The man sat there looking these over. Then he askedmind as is in Christ Jesus: the ability to perceive, to un
"Do you believe in God? Do you really believe in God?" derstand, to see the road clearly marked before you, to
"I really, wholeheartedly, one-hundred-percent believe have an absolutely clear guidance. It is amazing what can
in God!" | answered. happen to the mind of the individual who has a close asso
"How do yoknow?" ciation with God.
"Because | talk to Him every day," | said, "and | feel | recall on one occasion checking into a hotel and being

His presence." Then | advised him, "Try stepping out ofasked tb see the hotel manager without delay. The desk
your intellectualizing and put your faith in faith. You'll clerk said they would send my bags up to my room and
find out for yourself that it's real." would | please go right in to the manager. | found him
| tell you this story because only recently | met the in his office wrestling with a problem. He said, "I need
same man again and he quoted verbatim those four teytsur help with a very difficult business problem."
and said, "As | filled my mind with these thoughts Idis "Why do you need my help?" | asked. "l know nothing
covered that God is a reality and that He is for me. Habout the hotel business."
made me feel confident in my job. He even took me beyond "I know," he said, "but| read in the Bible that where
that and gave me great pleasure and happiness init. I'twoor three are gathered in His name He will be in the
not afraid any more - not afraid of my inabilities, not midst of them. | was here all by myself and saw on our
afraid of myself - because | don't doubt any more. God reservation sheet that you were coming. | thought maybe
is for me." you would join me so there would be two." Which | thought
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was an interesting approach_ me that if he had dqne that seemingly innocupus thing

"Now," he continued, "l want to tell you all about my it would have ruined him, whereas the plan he arrived at
problem .." Which he proceeded to do for about thirtywithout doing it brought the matter to a very successful
minutes. It was an involved financial and personnel prob conclusion. Now, it wasn't that | did anything to solve the
lem peculiar to the hotel business. | followed him rathHdioblem. | had no competence in the matter. | was just
bewilderdly through the maze of his description. Then heanother human being - just, as the man said, another
said, "Now we are going to pray about it. That is why"emptymind."But God'simpingement &he human
| want you here. We are going to empty our minds. mind is one way in which He is on your side.

That is the way | pray -1 empty my mind so that God ) )
can put the right ideas into it." Goo also teaches us that nothing is too ggod to. be true.

"But why do you need me?" | asked. We are told that we are supposed to become little children:

"Two empty minds are better than one," he repliedth?t is one of th_e sharp, kee_n essences of the _Chrl_stlan
smiling. "Besides, | believe in the fellowship of the ‘t@ith. To a little child the world is his oyster, everything is
or three." wonderful, every morning is Christmas rrlerbhirgks

So we sat there emptying our minds - which didn't the greatest things are going to come to him every day
take long, | assure you! After a long silence the manage?nd he believes wonderful stories because he believes that
said, "Amen!" Then he looked at me and asked, "Wha&wothing is too good to be true. God is so wonderful! He
did you get?" is so profligate in His blessings to us, in His gifts to us,

"To tell you the truth,dnswered, "a thought did in all the things He wants to do for us! But we inhibit Him
come to me about one little point that you mentionednd frustrate Him because we won't believe that great
| told him what it was. "You know something?" | saidthings are going to happen. _ _

" don't know a thing about it and | could be way off, but _ What is it you would like to have happen in your life?
it came to me that that was slightly shady." Do you still have dreams? Do you still have high hopes?

He looked at me in astonishment and exclaimed, "ThB©Q You continue to have high expectations? Or do you
is the nugget of the whole thing! I've been trying to Q@pclonsc[ously or even consciously te“II yourself such things
myself on that point that it's okay for me to do it, 8§§P't going touhappen any more? M'qlht as well face
it's accepted, that | could get away with it, - but it both Ilfg real|.st|cally, perhaps yuou say. Or, "These wonderful
ered me. Now you come in here, knowing nothing abouthings will not come to pass." You should never get to the
this business, you empty your mind and God puts it Rt where you believe that. _
your mind to tell me not to do that very thing. So," M expectation is too great when you know that God is
said, "thank you - I've got my answer. It is shady. I'm ©On yoyr.5|de. So formulate it, make it lsharp and precise
not going to do it." ) apd distinct, that great |d.ea in your mind, and believe it

He didn't do it. And a long time afterwards he| toldVill come to pass, for God is on your side.
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A man was telling me about a business associate in Eng pened for a while and then little miracles began to happen,

land. He had never met this man but did business \itFn9e, exciting little miracles. Later on they grew into
him through the mail. In one of his business letters dgmiracles, unexplained happenings, intuitions about how
day the Englishman enclosed a card. My friend in N&@ Solveproblemssuccessvhennoneseemed possible.

York got it. All the card said on the face of it was, "ExpectMaybe we all should make a card for ourselves: "Expect
a miracle." And on the back, "God is on your side." &H@&iracle." "God is on your side."

looked at the card: "Expect a miracle." He turned it oveBut far betterthan havingthis messagen a card

"God is on your side." He was about to throw it in th&aving it in your mind, in your consciousness, in your
wastebasket as some kind of crankish aberration; buthgart. Look, life is great. Life is difficult and painful. It is
was having a hard time, things were going against hifall of all kinds of disappointments and sorrows, lots of
He was being frustrated over and over again. It rather in them. But it is also full of wonders. And if you expect won
trigued him: "Expect a miracle." "God is on your sidederful things, wonderful things will happen. When God is
He put the card in his wallet. on your side you can expect a miracle.

Every time he had to get a credit card from his walléinally, God being on your side gives a wonderful sus
to buy gasoline or something else this card would fall outtaining power when the blows of life cldrtieus far you
"Expect a miracle." "God is on your side." The thing béave escaped some of the hardships of life, thank God for-
gan to get into his consciousness. It led him to think abouit. But it will not last forever. No ship ever had fair sailing
God. He began to send up little prayers. People becd@ongear after year. Soon or late storms come.
more importarto him. Therhe started taking a new A planel wason not long ago was flying through
positive attitude toward the problems which had bafflgskolutely fair skies and the visibility was excellent. The
and frustrated and defeated him. He actually came to geat belt sign had been turned off and the pilot had an
point where his whole outlook changed. And finally hgounced: "I anticipate a smooth flight from -here to our
went around expecting a miracle. destination.Just then theplanebeganto tossaround

There is a deep. R§ychology in human nature that ye& 5 cork in a stormy sea. The pilot explained, "Strange
get what you expect. What you see coming to you, illg about these upper levels of the sky. You can never
come. What thoughts you send out will return in kind.plt gyre when crosswinds will come. So put on your seat
is a lawlf you expect little things, you are going to QJ%tIts; we have crosswinds." | knew we had crosswinds

little thingslf you expect medium things, you will get_: ; :
. . ; 2 without being told, and so did the rest of the passengers.
medium thingtf. you expect defeat, you will géftyou Absolutely serene skies, but crosswinds!

expect sickness, it will come tolfygau expect inability, These will come to anyone. But when you know that

you will have inability. Why? Because, as John Burroughs ) : .
once said, "My own shall come to me." God is on your side, you can ride them out. You can meet

So my friend began to expect a miracle. Nothing KSp. difficulty.
€ 10 llit> A1k
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